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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Monday, 14-th March , ItJSX 


The As~cnib!\ met in I ho Assembly Charnbor of the Council House at 
Pleven qf the (’look, Mr. President in the Chair 

MKMHK1JS SWOL'X: 

Mi I'.inninliiir leuduixamir i Ii.m M h \ f b n.tucinl ( nimni^ion**!, 
Railways); and 

Mr John (\»r-.on \i\«»n M \. \ (( iom*i inn* nt it India ViUim.it. d 

( Mhei ill 


(/rKSTJOSS A XT) ANSWERS 

(‘avci.i l vtion or \ Pv^sroitr <;kvntt:i> to SmrM.t Hauh\\< Si.ngit. 

\ Mr.itriiwr «>i M"T\x 

747. *Sardar Sant Singh: <<n h it (4 fact that the passport. planted to 
!• lliilii'i' ^n,u T h t imii.in n,i ivlmm of Skt.ui m Ihjk beu* since can- 
.* 11.-1 ' 

(/>' \\ a- any ..ppi'eatw*" Ur the ta'anf «#f l fresh jnss-poi 4 undo h\ the 
- sui 111 . i f * * * It ^ n . with .vh.it n Mill ” 

Sir Evelyn Howell: <./ V. . s. P, p»21 th- p — pmt vi <n‘Mi to 
S 11 n ban ■> S.n . h w a- can 1N■«i 

i h' V. ^ic It w as n*t'n*‘ii. 

Sni^iiv i*\n> n»it Tiir Mmt Moron Sr itvirr. r.mvi r:\ \ar> Atjii k. 

74s *Mr, Uppi Saheb Bahadur (on behalf of Mr. D. K. Lalriri 

t b,n«ilmr\^ (a) U it ,i * ». : that the '■Mipmntondeiit of Post Ofri, e>. 
s * I* in I-iid on h ^ >»\ni .i.itlnu ! \ t ii. ^iib*s th fi >rn M.ovii. PU] r. >r the 
m.. ! motor m r\ >c« betwe. n S di m *nd Aiimr to a < ert mj motor t ns 
p’< >|• r a t'o o‘ his »*\\ n * him** * 

(hi \l. < \< i\cl ll in* lit ..U til i *}i(t tlie’e - JIO lejllial ■ ']Mr let l«ct\\t iT 

<iuvi mm* nt and tliK i*»• »i*in b*»* ; tb- m -t r oik \-• ’ 

(/') It ih« i« pb t.» tin- be m tlio itVinn.it tve. are (loven.ment 

-itisfnd that tin* act a in of the Snjn 'anteiidei , t ut Post OiVn», s ( Salem, in 
a miI>m( 1\ to a motor Ihk m rvieo pronri. tor without an\ formal 
.ontiM.*! with the latter k m order' 

<i I) h it a f.n*t that tlie authority of the lV>-tMaster General i< no es- 
•om for Mich a transact ion? If mi, u.k it obt . nod by the Superin¬ 
tendent of Post Ottiros, Salem’ 1 If not. do (1 nimik>nt propose to take 
any action against, tin* latter? If not. why not 1 

Mr. T. Ryan: Information is heiner collected and will be placed on the 
table of the House in due course. 

( 1023 ) A 
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PAITITN or .Ml.SUMS AlTOIXTIJU TO Til K OFFICE or Til E DjCI'L'TY 
.VVOI.NTANT GENERAL, POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS. 

749. *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that 80 appointments lime very recently been made 
m the office of the Deputy Accountant General, Posts and Telegraph*, 
Delhi: if not, will Government he pleased to give the correct number? 

(l>) If the reply to part (a) above is in the affirmative, will Govern¬ 
ment be pleased to state if it is a fact that- out- of the total 80 
appointments, only four lm\e been given to Muslims; if not, y\ill Govern¬ 
ment he pleased to stair the correct number oj Muslims appointed? 

(c) If the reply to part ( b ) above is in the affirmative, will Government 
be pleased to state* whether tIn* Deputy Accountant General, Posts and 
Telegraphs, disregarded the instructions of the Home Department ior the 
loeruitmmt of Muslims in his office? If so. what action is proposed to 
be taken against the Deputy Aeeountant General? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Enquiry i- being made aiui \ 
rrpl\ w.ll ht laid on the table in due course 

ArrOINTMKNT OF Ml'S LI MS IN GlYIL A^COCNTS On TCUS. 

ToO. *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: {m Will Government be pleased 
to state if it* m a tact that the Controller of Civil Account- Ini'- issuid 
iiNtrucdoiis to t l, e different Accountant* Geiural on the t t« tInul <*f future 
mcruitnieni ? Do these pr >y ide tor the ai.otnn nt of appomtna nts to 
Muslims according to the proportion fixed bv the Home i>i partita nt ? 

(hi If not. aie Government prepaid to dm et tins i'ontrolli r of Civ 1 
Accounts to is.s\ie order 4 * following t i*Mied hv the Home Department.; 

not, win not 0 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (#/) and (/»> Instruct ions h.»y« 
recently been issued lo the Controller oi ('iy«1 Account- (h aling with cert nti 
aspect- <>i m cruitnient The'-e ho\* ever make n.» n teren<v io .my com 
niuna! bn^N of selection because on this subject the policy »»f Go\eminent 
ha- already been clearly laid down and is will undi r^tond. 

Employment of Mrsuws in tiil Tli/m.kafu Department 

7.")! *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: Will Government he pleased to refer 
to their reply to mv ousfarred question No HO (dated 22nd February. 1982) 
which runs ,*k under. 

“The correct figure* for the v\holc of Indu as they stood on lath 
Ma\. 1980. arc as follows: 


Telegraph EnaiMOtine an.l wireless Telegraph Traffic- Branch. 
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ana Other 
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and to my starred question No 18 answered on the 20th January, 1982, 
and now state what steps have so far been taken to improve the Muslim 
representation; ii not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: The attention of the Honourable 
Member is invited to the replies given by the Honourable Sir A. C. 
Me Watters and the Honourable Sir B X Mitra on the 5th September, 
1928 and the ,‘MJtli January, 1929, to starred questions Nog. 72 .md 330 
of Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Has there been no change during the last throe 
years 0 

Sir Joseph Bhore: l think, a> a matter of fact. Sir, it was a question 
of prineiple that was involved, and the principle is the Mime 

Retrenchments in the Delhi Division of the North Western 

Railway. 

752. *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: With reference to the reply given on 
22nd February, 1982. to m> unstarred question Xo. 84, will Government 
be pleased to make ,i reference to the Division concerned and give answers 
to the pomt tn parts (b), (r) and (d) thereof*' 

Mr. P. R. Rau: Tlw information MMiilablc show* that oil the North 

rn ll.ulua\ rm a whole the general instructions of the Ruihvu\ Hoard 
w er»- Kai isfaetonlv complied with GouTnment regret that they are not, 
prej»:iH‘d •«» make <pcci.il t*nqu n concerning particular Division** I 
would limMVer n ter th« lloriourablt Memla r to paragraph 11 of 
Mr Hu'sv.mi’s Report 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: St, tie reply - not to the point The 
11 u •**- * a »ti i-. I*. ’t i, fact that no regard 1ms been paid to safeguarding the 
interest- «»f ciiniinimti^ not adequately represented at the time . . 

Mr. President (The Honourable S ; r Ibrahim Rahimtoohl* The Honour¬ 
able M* other rm »»nlv a>i. a <i!T>p!ementar\ question. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: Do \ou think the answer is to the point? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: Yes Sir. 

MUSLIMS PROMOTED TO THE SUPERIOR REVENUE ESTATUISHMENT OF TIIE 

North 'Western Railway. 

713. *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: Will Government please state- 

(a) tho number of Muslims and non-Muslims promoted to tho 
Superior Revenue Establishment of the North Western Rail¬ 
way from the subordinate service during the last three years; 

(l>) the number of the^e in the Personnel Branch of the service; 

and 

(c) the number of Muslims and non-Muslims of the superior revenue 
establishment reverted from the Personnel Branch of the 
service during the year ending 29th February, 1932? 

A 2 
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Mr. P. R. Rau: {a) During the lust three \cars two subordinates on 
ilir North Western Railway have been promoted permanently to th** 
Superior Rexenue Establishment <d Stale Kailwaxs Neither was a Muslim. 

(hi One of those ib at present tilling the post of un Assistant- Personnel 
Othi-e*- 

(c) (io\eminent ha\e no information 

Mr SLIMS APPOINTED AS PERSONNEL OFFICERS ON THE NORTH WESTERN 

Railway. 

754 *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: (n) Is n a fart that when rophing to 
the questions of an Honourable Member m Fcbruarv la-t as to the number 
of Muslin otlieers appointed as Personnel OHicers. Government stated 
that 4 Muslims were, appointed as such 

(b) It so, will Goa eminent plea-*e sa\ if the transfer «>f an oflieer from 
one Department to another means an appointment V If not, will Gmern- 
nit nt ple< w sa\ if it is a fact that onk one Muslim niiIm< rduiatr w is gi\rn 
•, chance to officiate as Assistant Personnel Ofbeer in the Meehan.e.il 
Workshop Division who has been reverted, otherwise there was no hueli 
appointment ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: i.■» I pre<uni<> the Honnurahh \Ien.h* r n.i-, n mind 
Sir \ 1 a i i Pavsoiis re]il\ to Mr Mulunun.ul Mna//.un Sainh Iihadur V 
question \u r,7:’. on 7th March.. 1032 m whwli it was sta’«d that tie* 
•nform.ii ion n\allabh showed that <>n 1st December, <‘*31. -1 posis of 

Person mi 1 or .W-i-t ant Personnel Ofliei rs on tin North West* rn Kadwa\ 
were filled by Muslims 

(I ' \s e\]it i,n»>d in ♦lie repl\ refemd t-> aim** po^K nf Pi isnimrl .md 
\<sisTam I’rrsinnrl < MV", rs are as a ruh tided h\ of|i< i i is <>f t’‘u> Indian 
K ulw.n Si-niir i»f P.niMi'*Ts or th- \arious hi.un hr- «d : h> Sm., re,- 
lh \eruc Kstahlislnnent \hout ilie Idler part- of ihis question (Jo\emm< nt 
h.ivt no mfonn.it ion 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Sir, I did not eat* li the ropl\ to i}u- part oi 
the question. that is to sa\, wliether tlit iransfer of an officer from one 
departm* nt 1" another js m| p-^e.l to hr a mw appointment What k 
the repk to t his part ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: Not usuulU Sir, hut since then* is no regular service 
(t f Pc nn-1 Officer*. appointment to tin* j»i rsiijiu'l hrutirh means that 
an oitieer a In ad\ m the servu e i- p‘>*t« d to that particular branch 

Allowances of Traffic Relieving Staff of thf. Pastern Bengal 

Railway. 

75.7. *Mr N. M Joshi: fn) Will Go\ eminent he pleased to slate if it 
i„ a tact ihat tin Traffic Relieving Staff of the Eastern Bengal Railway 
have to work out of their headquarters station ,J Are Government aware 
that this invokes their keeping establishments both at the headquarters 
and the stations? 

(b) If so, will Government be pleased to state on what grounds their 
allowances are, reduced from 35 days' full allowance to 10 days’ full allowr- 
‘juce, 20 days’ half allowance and no allowance thereafter? For what 
considerations were those allowances given? 
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(c) Ib it a fact that the Traffic Relieving Staff have submitted memorials 
tc the authorities explaining the hardships inflicted by the curtailment of 
their allowance? 

(d) Is it a fact that tin; Agent ol the Eastern licugal Railway repre¬ 
sented to the Ii.nlu.n Board in the month of July ltKil to reconsider the 
matterIf so, will (b>\ eminent please state what the pr po^ais of the 
Agent were and what action the\ have taken regarding tlam' 1 

Mr. P. R. Rau: ((/) R< Iievmg stall*, a- till name unpin ", an ■ trended 
to he sent out of headquarters occasional! \ to til] Miort v.wan e I 
understand t hi j t iln^ d'«-s nr >t ordu).inI\ m\olve }.* epuu. up two i-*, M -h- 
rnenK 

(b) 'Hit pr.ietiM on dillerent ralw.u*. regarding rein v ng allowance w.'S 
different, and in M;u hiM, the lkuBvri\ Board decided to ln'rodne.* th 
umiorm pr.etce of gram ing-icdi -tafY the lonipen^ut *r\ allow .mee n uni 
adlm — l»le ‘t hi arhill.nters and tie 11 «-»*:» 1 t »*: i \ < l!'hL r allow ance- idrnibblhl ‘ 
on :«.nr ' , ’i" wlin’i- ijiii'tion i- hnw»\er, n» mg nc**n-id«rid 

(f*) \d\ m<*. eoj.e - ot ineiiioHiU ha\o !»• ( n r« » < iv» ■ 1 

iff) '1 he Aim nt Ide-tern Bengal Railway, h. - n .t \e? -uhnutied 1 it* 
j'eiuai k- on these memorials* but lie made a reh luice o:i the f-ubjoct 
to h\, la n Board in Jwi , J'Jol. wh-nm lie « xpre-s. i me op n >n th.r 
Inn.'in r -o' .\ahet- N 1(1 dav-* Ui.uid t aiiM d.Uu it • - Tie* orders o’ 
S* pi 11 ! »• :* 1 '.i »I v, hi eh ,d 1 >%' i * t i * « i ,t i ■ .. 1! * a atu > ’ ■ » i **.’». ’* in r*od. 
an 111■ • i,1 1 • «i t i m.iMin *.■• tro-* diiVs whies. . nd li* h t- no; m id- twrth *• 
repn .a nt at .on- til tin matter 

DlBroNTINl'ANf’K Ol- THU ('U’JIATION C?K\NT FOR ElM <’\lIo_\ .#!• KaH.WAY 

j.i>. 

7a(> *Mr. N. M. Joshi: (»i'i I- it a fact that the captation grant, viz . 
anna- s n* r < h I i <* Ba*B.a\ »*n p l< * t*’~ _ r *\eu t> pnin m -*}..* B :.t II 1 1 
' \: l \ i t iil**i s t<ij lie ha-;t ! w B* !i:_ d 1 h < 1 '\ a ' b.i- »>- • i> d>- • nit -111 wd 1 

(/•; \ r» f io\eiiiM'i nt .»’A ue that Us di"t* nt nuance strkc^ at the very 
i x i -1 1 in • oi tie pi'iutiw -tde* B i-nci alh in thi pie-ent Ib.anc al str n- 
gein \ 

i.i Are (muniment piepuid t* * iw on-ider the maitorV 

Mr. P. R. Rau: 'Die A .ant I :• *n Bengal R u ” n-r --t- *h <: h- 
cup.tat a *11 grim 1 a- n >* h* cn d,-- * ‘iiBieied 

Kmu umiat m Viceroy’*' (*oM\u<Mo\ri» (Rvuvai** v.\ Klm;. s 

I'nMMl^lnNIH) Ul 1 li l.Ks IN ITUTMN Un»T- 

7e7 Rao Bahadur B. L. Patil i n l.ii-.M • Mr B V Iadh.iv) ( {I ) 
Will (»ovi rnnu nt he )■!• -id to ph-e. <•;: tin* table of the Hnu-. a copv 
of the r* nl 'on iiml' ' vi, h Yw * i • * i ’ •iuiiii--:*»ne.l «*flh , e T *- »n tie’ 
Indiani-id unit- an i<. be repl u-edi b\ : he King’s (h*minis-i«>ned ofi'ccr*" 

(lit Will (inviTiiii'ent b** plea*® d to '-tato whether the resolution has 
been brought mt ■ opi’Mti ,n md the number of va-aancies in the V.oeroy'6 
(’ommrs-ioiM'd oflh «*r- ihit lic\* n*-t been filled on Ms ace* Hint M 
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(cl \\ Hi (io\eminent he pleased to stale whether they have satisfied 
themsei\es that the lull implication of the resolution has been realised by 
the regiments whieb \\ ill be affected by it M What steps have Government 
taken b> r\plum tlie consequences of the resolution to the Indian Army? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) There is no such Iiesolution A statement relatin'* 
So Cu Mibjeet was made b\ the late Coinnumder-in-Chief m his speech ill 
iIik Mouse on Hu* 8th March 1928 

(/0 The measure has not yet In < n brought into opeiatmn It will not 
i>e necessary io 1 >«m replacing Viceroy’s ('omnnssionrd officers b\ Indian 
King's Commissioned nftieers in am Indiamsing unit, at tlu* earliest until 
the fir*.* haiihi'f oflieiis Commissioned from the Indian Military, Acadiinv 
has (*omi>h *t *i *t- course, a*, veil as one y<ar of attachment to BriliMi 
unit**, i c . not at .my rate before the autumn of 1935 Even after this, 
the di^i'l.e eiiit nt »a Viceroy V tMnini^inncd officers will hi a • radii d pro 
cess, as i* v,i]i eui \ talu place in those units wh.ili have been selected for 
Indiai.i".it n>n 

(t) < b>\« i tif it* 'lit are lulls alive t<» ilie import.oce <>j in ping tlu Indian 
a ( r ] 11.11 n 1 1 d with the* ronseqmnei - of the r policy, and tips. w i * 1 l»e 
* M'iamed m full t*> all rank** before this are bronchi into effect 

ReCRMTMKNT ok Mf.MRKRS OF MARATHI AN!> (’\N\KESi: lh( KW4IU) 

‘Commfnttif* in Centum. Government Nfuvh i;s. 

To8 J ‘Rao Bahadur B. L. Patil pm behalf of Mr i> V Jadhav): 
Will Government be plcastd t»» state whether they have c<maiden d the 
question ot applying the rubs made 1 a tin Gov rime nf < >f Bombay for 
the recruitment oi the non-Brahnun backward communities from the 
Marith' ou] ( anarc-t speaking districts o‘ that Presidency when recruit¬ 
ing a ry.mt* in tin departments directly under t la Government of India, 
sin ii as tin* Income-tax. Posts and Tclegiaphs. Customs. Salt. Mint, 
Security Press, Government Dockyard and St.iti lbulw.i\- yyjthin the 
ti rri tonal hunts of t lint Presidency M If si, do t In * v intend to apply those 
rules M 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: r l lie Gey, mm» nt of India h ai not 
spit meal 1 ’ considered the question of grant ng n present at,on to non- 
Brahmin !>;m kv. anl communities of the tract* mentioned m Central S* i r 
vnes bin tliey ,.r« considering how far it will he practicable to follow the 
practice of Local Goyeminent*; in r« spect of communal lepresentai«on in 
lie st-rvici s tmdrrthijr control recruitment to y\h«ch is made locally 

Distinction in Pension (Conditions between the Indian Army 

SERVirE CORPS AND THE MILITARY ENGINEERING CORPS. 

759 *Dr. F. X DeSouza (on behalf of Lieut 'Colonel Sir llinrv 
Gidney): (a: P it a fact tha* the Indian Aum Service Corps the Military 
Engineering Cor])** and other such corps arc* entirely recruited in this 
country and are called "Indian Corps"? 

* (b) Will Government please state whether the pensions of officers 

belonging to these corps won* considerably increased about the same time 
as the Indian Medical Department and are expressed in sterling? 
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(r) Is it n fact that A. I. (1.) No. 110 of ]9:M has not been rescinded 
up to cl ait* and is it, therefore still in force? 

(tl) Is it a fact that Dovcrmnent refuse to saiation sterling rates of 
pension in the ease of the Indian Medical Departin' nt on the ground that 
it is an Indian recruited Department? 

(r) Will <io\eminent phai^e state, win tins dist met,on in made between 
one Indian nermfed Dipaiimwd and another, ru , 11 j• • Indian Medical 
Department and the Indian Arm\ Service Corps? 

Mr. O. M. Young: (./) Such corps and service" torm pan ni :h** Indian 
Arn j v The Lntjsh p» r^onnel ol the Indian Arni\ S» * \ i ■ (\ap- » • ns - 
Miami'. <>f ollli. 1 !- and in< n onj/ni.d!\ iv-r inif• rj in th< Linti d KuiLd a.* .eid 
appomtid t<. i h« <’m p- m India mditan perform* 1 o: the Mditun hn-'i- 
lieer Kstjihli'-liinent are r»*erui«d maiiih {mm Divat Dnt.on .md -dim nm< s 
from Dritish units servinir in Tndia 

( h I md (/' | ^ e* 

i'/i and (i i Indian M* d eal Department pension'- are * \fmsvoj n 
rujH » ^ lir'MUsi* iueinluT" ot th« Di partnn nt la Ion-.* mami' t«» the dornie.l* d 
eon i) n uin t \ and ar< LViuialh e\j)t <• 1 1 *d to reside in India ait*r n t rein* nt, 
uicTi is lir.ti*Ji pt rv'iim I -d other an. .liars ^ervi-**-n<*}i a- the Indian 
Arms N is.a <’ *rp-. ire *j% in rills recruit id tor the Arms m the l’nit**d 
Kmotioni md m.n b» '*\j»e -ted to repute There on retiring 

Hum Water Mftkk Kent tn Nr.w Demit. 

7f»o t Mr. Bhuput Sing < .n hehalt Mr Lai-hand Vix.iir.n hr L it 

.tut t ha* m pi i \ .it *’l \ owned houses m New I>«!n. .. met* r n r.t o: IL 2 

p< r inontjj )*. charged m respect of water connect ions wh.rea.s the meter 
r < 'Tit for i'h (trie connect i* iw ,s Ue l a month mib 

(ti) Wdl 1 io\t rninent kind 1 \ Mat** the r* ason for tne difference of r- nts 

in the 1 wo east s n 

(r'i Do (io\enim(iit propov, to eon^en »* tin do'* ihihty of reducing the 
present rate of water hater n nt ’ 

Sir Frank Noyce: m- V. - 

(/. i J lie cost ot supers sjon and ma.ntrn.met ■: watei m-:«>*s *. higher 
tiiiin that m the chm 1 of electric meters 

(. • V- 


QUARTERLY BlLLS Ft*R W \TEH Cll \K»«FS IN NKW DeUH 

701 *Mr. Bhuput Sing (on hehalt ot Mr L.Jch m<! \a\alran: uj) 1< it 
a Fact that bills for water charges t n* sent to <»wne»s «»f private bouses 
on a quarterly basis? 

(M Are (lo\eminent aware that most of these houses are let out to 
tenants who are liable to change from time to time? 

(r) Are (bneminent aware that m actual practice tin* quarterly bills 9 
are not sent very expeditiously and although they are supposed to be 
■quarterly Dills, yet by the time they reach the landlords they sometimes 
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contain charges in rcs])cct of periods several mouths old; for instance, 
the quarterly hills recently received in the beginning of February, contain 
charges in respect of the month of September? 

(d) Are Government aware that there is a possibility of the tenant 
living in September leaving the house In February and that it- is very 
difficult to recover old bills from a tenant who is no longer occupying the 
house ? 

U') Is it a fact that electric bills, on the other hand, are sent monthly? 

( f ) If so. do Government propose to consider the desiruhihU of 
adopting a similar swtem in the case of water bills? If not, why not? 

Sir Frank Noyce: (<n Ye*.. 

{In and ('/) 1 lia\e no direct information, hill am prepared to accept 
the Honourable Member* statement 

(< ) Tin lulls are i-smd a* a rule between tlit 23rd and tin* last d ite of 
the month following the quarterly period to which the charge* relate It 
owners of house* do not p,i\ their hill* on presentation the a»r« ars are 
included in subsequent hill*. 

(0 V** 

(/) The surest ion will be brought to the notice of the Municipal C<>m- 
liutlee of \*ew Delln which ha* now talan «»v< r boih thes* *«t\ <*<•* 

Proportion or Em.lisu ami Indian Officer Instiu nous in the Nkw 

INDIAN SANDHURST. 

762. "Sirdar Sohan Singh: Will Government please state what w:P be 
the proportion of English and Indian officer instructors in the new Indian 
Sandhurst ? 

Mr. G. M. Young: Yo proportion ha* been fi\« cl Indi m ofliet r* bolding 
tlie Kings Cnmmis'ooii and possessing the rrqm-itc qualification- will b« 
considered for appointin'lit a*- Instructor* at lb* Indian Mil.t »n Acadeiiu 
along with .British officers 

« Promotion of Indian Military Officers 

703. '♦Sirdar Sohan Singh: (a) Ts it. a fact ihnt up to the present nut a 
single Indian Kings Commission officer has h< en appointed a permanent 
Company or Squadron Commander? 

f/i) Is if not n I art that there are several Indian King's Commission 
officers who are fully qualified and that thev ha\e not hern given the 
chance of a squadron or company command? Are Government, nw r nre 
that, in some cases, English officers have been broughf- from other units 
for the purpose of superseding Indian officers in the Italianised units? 
If the Indian officers of the Indumised units were not considered com¬ 
petent and that- was the reason for their supersession, why were not other 
Indian officers in the other units of the same status not appointed to the 
Indianised units when the British officers an ere brought in? 


Mr. G. M. Young: Ut) Yes, because none of the officers is yet suffi¬ 
cient lv senior Mhtiy of them are, however, officiating as Company or 
Squadron Commanders 
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(b) 1 think the Honourable} Member has misunderstood the position. 
Advancement 1o squadron or company command is made when a vacancy 
occurs, and it does not follow because an individual officer may be quali¬ 
fied for such command that he is automatically promoted to it. There are 
ntarn British officers m units of the Indian Arrn\ who are senior to the 
Indian officers, but have not )et been appointed permanmt Coiripain or 
Squadron ('omnmiidcrs 


The answer to the second part of tin- question is in tlie motive, and 
tin* third does not therefore anv r l'he only British ollicers who have 
been introduced into Ihdmnizing unit-, have been those, required tor the 
appointment of second m command n the immediate future The Indiau 
officers are too junior as vet for this appointment- 

Ac;u for Entrance Examination for Sandhurst 

704 ’♦'Sirdar Sohan Singh: f /) ITa\e flosirnment considered the ques- 
tii jti of reducing tin- »ig« unlaid of the Indian boys for the entrance 
evmiin d ion for Sandhurst, •-.is between 17 and 18 instead of 18 and 20? 

(b) Is it a fact that th»■ tir^t bat'di «»f Indians for Kind’s Coriiriii-isiniis 
was iceiuitisl Iron* those who wen • i UO or c\i‘n o'dei* and that policy 

].- m. i mi .niu d « \» n up t<» now ’ Art <Jn\< rnment a”,are that the conse¬ 
quent-* is that an Iiubm would b*. I.t.-G-lonel onl\ alter lie is 48 or 49 
veai.s <4 ,ua and that India will not hate Indian c anniaud’ug • flicers for 
another 1 o to 2» l sirs'* 


(cj Ate < io\eminent prepared t-> imd." some amendment 5 ; <>n this point 
b\ LTJNini: accelerated pi>>m(<timi to ^uiue selected Indian 1 lliccra? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (</). G; and if) Onicer." nbtam-ng lomiu.ind <f 
Indian bittcboii" at the present tune hav* griieniilx about 25 \ eats' s, t. 
\i<o t and in so me eases |. IimImii l\ngs ('onimi^'nnrd oflieers should 

therefore noimalls obt.on pT'oin* 4 ion t*» the rank of Burnt -t’olonel baton' 
tiles uiv 17 \ears ot ago. and thus be abb to complete tia-ir full tenure 
oi eoutu 1 md \s regards > .n!* front tin hid’m Md t ir\ Ac adeins , I 
would ms.fr the Honourable Members .iMinti»»n to paragraph 12 of tin* 
re putt oi tin Ind -m Mibtars Colima, (’omnuttee (iosemment I *.• \ * 
accepted the recommendations m this paragraph. and will take step- 
where neei ssurv, to ; 1 1u« ml tin regulations so as to ensure that Indian 
otlieei s w (I! not I o' placed at a < I is i*l\ ant an* os ri asoii « hher of tic 1- njth 
of the course at tin Aeadetns or of the ag« oi cut's. It wdl no*, tin reft'V. 
hi* necess.irs to gi\e act elerated promotion to selected Indian off'e* rs. 

Promotion of Indian Mimwin On iri.us to .stmt Appointment'.. 

765 * Sirdar Sohan Singh: Are Cn.\ eminent aware that the 1 *.* i< no 
Indiau holding a General Stall app-antiinmi ’ If so, what are (iovernnvnt 
doing in that line*’ How mrnv Ind ; nn officers are trained for <taff duties 
and bow mans more have hem earmarked for it 0 

Mr. G. M. Young: The Honourable Momln rk statement w correct 
The reasons are that no Indian officer holding tile King’s Oomnu-mn has 
yet qualified for admission to the Staff College, and verv few of such 
officers have* the length of service necessary for appointment to a stuff 
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post. His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief lias, however, great hopes 
that- Indian officers will qualify for the Staff College in the near future 
and is prepared, if necessary, to give extra nominations from time to time 
to those who do so. 

Promotion of Indians in the Indian Medical Service. 

700 * Sirdar Sohan Singh: Is it- a fact that no Indian Indian Medical 
Service officer has been given any administrative job such as A. D. M. S. 
or such like? If so, why? 

* 

Mr. G. M. Young : The answer is in the negative I would refer the 
Honourable Member 1o the reply that I gave on the 4th November to 
Mr. 15. Das’*? starred question No. 1104 


Grant-in-aid for the Girls’ School in Saccor Cantonment. 

707. * Sirdar Sohan Singh: (trt Is it a fact that the Cantonment 
Authority of Snugor has no school of its own to provide primary educa¬ 
tion to the girls of that Cantonment? 

(h) Are Go\eminent aware that some philanthropic people of the Can- 
honment started a girls’ school b\ private enterprise? 

(c) Is it a fact that the school lias since been recognised by the 
Education Department of the Central Provinces and is imparting education 
to about 150 girls? 

( d) Is it a fact that for some years past the Cantonment Authority of 
Saugnr has been giving a “grant*' to the school and that just at present 
it is paying Rs. 75 per month as a. grant-in-aid 0 

(c) Is it a fact that the Cantonment Authority lias now informed the 
Managing Committee of the school that, owing to retrenchment, no grant 
will be paid to the school from 1st April, 1932? 

(/) Arc Government aware that the neighbouring Municipality of 
Saugor is spending about 30 per cent, of its revenue over “education’' 
and that the Cantonment Authority is not spending e\en one-fourth of 
it, on that subject? 

(g) Is it a fact that- the guiding principle m tin* matter of providing 
education, as accepted by Government, is that the Cantonment Authority 
should .spend the* same percentage of its revenue on “education as the 
neighbouring Municipality does? 

(k) Are Government aware that if the grant is withdrawn, the school 
will be closed and then is no other girls’ school m that Cantonment? 

(/) Ale Governnunt await* that the people of the Cantonment are 
greatly agitated over this matter and have memorialised the Southern 
Command on the subject? 

(j) Do Government propose to issue instructions that the grant be con¬ 
tinues! to be paid till the Board starts a girls’ school of its own? 

* Hr. G. M. Young: (a) No, Sir Girls are taught m the old Sadar 
Primary School for boy«. which is wholly maintained by the Cantonment 
Authority. 
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(b) A girls’ school was started by some private individuals about nine 
years ago. 

(r) Yes. 

(d) Yes. 

(c) Yes. 

(f) Yes, but against a total expenditure on Education of about 
Rs. 40,000 the Municipality received about Rs. 20,000 by way of grants 
and fees, whereas the Cantonment Authority’s receipts on account of 
education was only Rs. 18. 

('/) The establishment and maintenance of primary schools is one of 
the objects for which it is the duty of a Cantonment Authority to make 
reasonable provision, so far as funds at its disposal permit; and it has 
been suggested to Cantonments that the scale of expenditure on this sub¬ 
ject should approximate as nearly as possible to that of the neighbouring 
municipality. 

(h) No, Sir. The school was in existence before any grant was given 
from Cantonment funds. There are three other girls’ schools in the canton¬ 
ment, including the primary school maintained by the Cantonment 
Authority 

(i) No, Sir 

(f) Does not arise. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad.: Do Government give special grants to these 
Cantonment Hoards, which are earmarked for education ? 

Mr. G. M. Young: Will the Honourable Member kmdh repeat the 
question M 


Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Do (government give special grants to these 
C.mtomucnt Boards, which arc «.imeiiked h»r priuian education ** 


Mr. G. M. Young: (irants are given to some cantonments which are 
in need of supplemental funds, but no general grant is gi\on to all can¬ 
tonments ior purposes of education. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: My point is. are the grants >peciall\ intended for 
education. or doe** iho nioiie\ to be allotted lor education depend upon 
the \oting of tht Cantonment BoardV 


Mr. G. M. Young: (Grants to eantonnnni. authorities depend on the 
fireumst.Hires of mdividual Cantonments. 

| Commercial Audit in (Government Factories. 

7(>8. *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad (on belulf of Khun Bahadur Mnkhdmn 
8yed Rajan Bakhsh Shah)' {a) Is it a fiet that the Comniereial Audit 
Department has been decentralized 4> 

(b) Is it a fact that comniereial audit will now be conducted by officers 
of the Accountant General’s Office assisted b\ Commercial Audit staff? 
Have such officers any commercial training? 
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(e) Is it a fact that before the introduction of the commercial audit 
there was a loss of more than five lakhs of rupees in one item of stock in 
the Metal and Steel Factory, Jslmporc, and that since the introduction of 
the commercial system of account* and up-to-date system of stock-taking, 
no such loss has occurred in any Government, factory? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: With your permission. Sir. I 
will deal with questions Nos. 708 and 709 together. 

The Commercial Audit Branch has been decentralised. Government 
are obtaining certain information to enable them to reply fully to the 
Honourable Member’s questions. Complete replies will be laid on the 
table m due course. 

Commercial Audit in Government Factories. 

1 709 *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad (on behalf of Khan Bahadur Maklulum 
Syed Bajan Bakhsh Shah) • (a) Is it a fact that a loss of nearly Bs. 5 
lakhs was recently ro\ealed by commercial auditors in the purchase and 
subsequent condemnation of Hazara Walnut in tin* Biflo Factory, Islia- 
pore 0 

(b) Do Government propose to s,*e that onh commercial auditors are 
sent to audit the commercial concerns of Government 0 

(c) Do Government propose to see that in the scheme of decentrali¬ 
sation the auditors getting les> than Bs. ‘2<H) do not suffer anv financial 
loss in flic matter of their pa\ and allowances f 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: About this loss of lis r> lakhs winch is referred 
to in question No 7(W, is it a fact, and what action have Government 
taken if it is a fact.*’ 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: If the Honourable Member 
will wait until l am able to lay a full reply on the table, I trust lu» will 
get a. satisfactory answer to his question 

Contracts tor Unloading and Stacking C oal on the Great Indian 

Peninsula Railway. 

770. * Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: (a) Will Government please 
state whether it is a fact ■ 

(i) that the Loco, contracts of unloading coal wagons, loading 

engines and the stacking ol coal on the Great Indian 
Peninsula Kailway together with cleaning of Loco, sheds and 
the clearing of ashpits are given out without asking for 
tenders from contractors; 

(ii) that particularly on tlic Bhusawal and Nagpur divisions these 

contracts have been the monopoly ot a certain family; 

(iii) that these contractors secured these contracts at war rates and 

are still paid the same high rates; and 

fiv) that rates of labour now an* much lower than the rates during 
the war? 

(b) Will Government please state why this avenue of economy has not 
boen tapped by the Great Indian Peninsula Bailway? 

fFor answer to this question. *er answer to question No 768 
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Hr. P. B. Bau: 1 have called for information and on receipt will lay 
a reply on the table. 

Idle Locomotives of the Great Indian Peninsula .Railway. 

771. *Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: (a) Is it a fact that there 
are at present at the Loco. Depot of the Bhusawal Division of the Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway alone over 50 locomotives lying idle and put 
away in the sidings? 

(b) Will Government please state what they intend to do with these 
idle engines? Is it a fact that there is not sufficient traffic? 

Mr. P. R. Bau: (a) Government are aware that the Great Indian 
Peninsula Kuilwax have a number of locomotives spare at the present time 
owing to the falling off in traffic. They are not aware of the number 
stabled on each division 

(}>) Some locomotives have, already been transferred from the Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway to other railways. Other locomotives now sur¬ 
plus will be ^tabled, until traffic improves. There is not sufficient traffic 
at present tn gi\i* full employment to locomotives now in service. 

Costly Electrification Scheme on toe Great Indian Peninsula 

Railway. 

772. *Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: (a) Will Government please 
state whether it is a fact: 

(i) that the introduction of the electrification scheme on the Great 

Indian Peninsula Railway, in the Bombay Division, has 

proved to be more expensive than the steam system; 

(ii) that Messrs Tata A Sons offered to supply electricity for one 

anna six pies per unil for this scheme: and 

(iii) that at present ii costs the Great Indian Peninsula Railway 

annas six per unit? 

(b) If the answers to part (u) items (i). (ii) and (iii) arc- in the 
affirmative, will Government please state who was responsible for this 
unnecessary and heavy expenditure? 

(c) Do Government propose to enquire into the matter? If not, 

iwhy not? 

Mr. P. B. Bau: (a) (i) and (e). The schemes have not been in existence 
long enough for any final conclusion to be arrived at; but- I he Railway 
Board propose to institute an investigation into them during the eourse 
of the next- 12 months. 

(a) (ii). Electricity is being supplied by Messrs. Tata & Sons for the 
suburban line electrification, the charge being Rs. 50 per annum per 
kilowatt of ma^mum demand in addition to a rate 0*425 anna per unit of 
actual consumption and subject to a minimum payment of the minimum 
guaranteed consumption at 0*6 anna per unit. 

An offer was made by Messrs. Tata & Sons to supply current for the 
main line electrification on the same terms; they would, according to 
calculations made bv the Consulting Electrical Engineers to Government, 
have worked out at. 0*632 anna per unit. 
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(a) (iii). For the main line scheme the cost of supplying electricity from 
the Great* Indian Peninsula Railway Power House was estimated to be 
0*605 anna per unit dropping to 0.594 anna per unit with a 30 per cent 
increase in load. 

The exact extent to which this estimate has been realized is at present 
not known definitely; hut the question will form part of the investigation 
to he undertaken. 

(5) Does not arise. 

Dr. Zi&uddin Ahmad: With all the figures quoted by the Honourable 
Member, will he be m a position to say whether the electrification scheme 
is a paying concern and how much per cent, it has yielded last \ear V 

Mr. P. R. Rau: 1 ha\e just informed the* House that the exact extent 
to which the estimate's have been realised is at present not known definitely, 
but* the question will form part of tho investigation to be undertaken 

Ineffectiveness of the Crew System ok Kailw v y Ticket Checking. 

773. * Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: (a) Is it a fact that the crew 
system on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway, although it lms been in 
force for a number of years, has not in nnv appreciable degree lessened 
the number of passengers travelling without* tickets 0 

(b) If the answer to part (al is in the affirmative, will Government 
please state whv the crew system is still continued on that* Railway? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: (a) Government have no information as to the number 
of passenger* detected travelling without tickets on those sections of the 
Great Indian Peninsula Railway where the crew' system operates 

(b) The s\stem is being continued as it provides a more intensive check 
than is otherwise possible and its continuance k i onsidered desirable by the 
Administration 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: May I ask whether the opinion given about the 
efficiency is the opinion of the Railway Hoard or the opinion of the ad¬ 
ministration of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: It is the opinion of the administration of the Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway. The Railway Board have not come to any 
definite opinion on the subject yet. 

Retention of a Large and Expensive Fuel Staff on the Great Indian 

Peninsula Railway. 

774. *Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: (a) Is it a fact that the 
average consumption of coal used on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway 
locomotives has been tested and worked out to its lowest? 

(b) If the answer to part (a) is in the affirmative, will Government 
ple&Be state the reasons for the retention of such a very large and expen* 
sive fuel staff as is at present engaged on the Great Indian Peninsula 
Railway? 
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Hr. P. R. Bait: (a) The consumption of coal by locomotives depends on 
a number of continually varying factors and only by close and constant 
•supervision can, the consumption be kept to a minimum. 

( b ) For a railway the size of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway the 
staff employed is neither large nor expensive, it far more than pays for 
its cost. 

Rb- amalgamation of the Commercial and Transportation Depart¬ 
ments of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 

775. * Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: (a) Ts it a fact that till a 
few years ago the Commercial and Transportation Departments of the 
Groat Indian Peninsula Railway were jointly under the control of the 
General Traffic Manager of the Railway? 

(b) Is it a fact that these two Departments arc now separated each 
under different staff of officers in receipt of high salaries? 

(c) Do Government propose to consider the advisability, in the interests 
of economy and in its present campaign of retrenchment, of re-amalgamat¬ 
ing these two Departments'’ If not, why not? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: (at and (h) From 1st November 1922 the Traffic De¬ 
partment under a General Traffic Manager and the Locomotive Department 
under a Locomotive Superintendent were replaced by a Commercial De¬ 
partment under a Chief Traffic Manager, a Transportation Department 
under a Chief Transportation Superintendent and a Mechanical Depart¬ 
ment under a Chief Mechanical Engineer. 

(r) l would refer tin* Honourable Member to the reply given to Mr. 
Joshi's question No 492 on the 23rd February, 1932. 

*77ii. 


i 

The Moody-Wykd and Crew Systems of Ticket Checking. 

i 

777 + Shaikh Fazal Haq Piracha: With reference to the reply to ques¬ 
tion No. 230, part (d), dated tin* 10th February, 1932, will Government be 
pleased to state w In the Mo dy*Ward system was not tried on sections 
where the erew system v\a.s experimented upon, as was also suggested by 
Dr. Ziuuddin Almiad in his letter dated the 8th May, 1931, to the Secre¬ 
tary, Railway Board (which 1ms he*m printed in the Railway Retrenchment 
Sub-Committee s I loport) ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: The system recommended in the Moody-Ward Com¬ 
mittee's Report, is in operation now throughout the East Indian Railway, 
which includes the sections on which the crew system was in force. 

Allowances of Travelling Ticket Examiners and of Guards and 

Drivers. 

778. "Shaikh Fazal Haq Piracha: (a) With reference to the answer to 
question No. 1121, dated the 2nd October, 1931, in the Legislative 
Assembly, will Government please state in what respects the duties of that 

+This question wae withdrawn by the Questioner 
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Travelling Ticket Examiners are less arduous than those of the guards bo 
far as the travelling aspect of their duty is concerned for which mileage 
allowance is given to the running staff? 

(b) Will Government please state why the Travelling Ticket Inspect' rs 
of the East Indian Railway were paid mileage allowance like the guards 
till they were designated as Travelling Ticket Examiners? 

(c) Will Government please state if the abolition of mileage al’owance 
1 o the Travelling Ticket Checkers is to effect economy? If so, why are 
the guards and drivers still allowed to draw mileage allowance? 

(d) Will Government please state how much saving per year could be 
effected on the East Indian Railway alone, if the guards and drivers were 
given consolidated allowance in place of mileage allowance at. the same 
rate ns the T. T. Es. ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: With your permission, Sir 1 propose to reply to ques¬ 
tions Nos. 778, 779, 780 and 782 together I have called for certain inform¬ 
ation and will lay a reply on the table, in due course. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: Will the Honourable Member inform 
this House whether the Government intend taking am art ion in regard 
to the question of T. T. Es. as reported on In the Court, of Inquiry especial¬ 
ly on the E. B. Railway which appears in the B List, of eases cited 
by Court of In quin. 

Mr. P. R. Rau: That question docs not arise. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: It arises in regard to the mileage 
allowances, which forms part of the question undrr reply and is one of the 
serious complaints made by the T. T. Es. 

Mr. P. R. Rau: I cannot understand how the question arises 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola) • The Hon¬ 
ourable Member has said that information is being collected and will be 
laid on the table. ITow can any question arise at this stage? 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: Will the Honourable "Member inform 
this House whether the Railway Board (a) has really got any collection 
boxes, (b) where they place them and who collects information for them? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: Not that I know of. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: About a month ago your predecessor said on the 
floor of the House that he is making an inquiry from the Agents*. How 
long are you going to wait. Will the information be supplied before we 
disperse ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: As soon ns T get the information, I will place it on the 
table. 

Appeals of Travelling Ticket Inspectors to the Secretary, R ailway 

Board. 

f779. *Shaikh Fazal Haq Piracha: (a) Will Government he pleased to 
• state if the Railway subordinates have no right of appeal to the Secretary, 
Railway Board, in case they feel aggrieved against any action taken by the 
Agent? 

fFor answer to this question, answer to question No 778. 
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i*b) Will Government please state if the Divisional Superintendents have 
got the power to withhold the appeals of their subordinates sent through 
them but addressed to the Secretary, Railway Board, against the action 
of the Agent especially when they are couched in proper language and 
based on facts? 

(c) Will Government please state what action was taken by the Railway 
Board authorities on the copies of the said appeals, which were sent direct 
by the Travelling Ticket Inspectors of the East Indian Railway to the 
Secretary, Railway Board? 

Reduction in the Salary of Travelling Ticket Checkers on the 
East Indian Railway. 

+ 780. * Shaikh Fazal Haq Piracha: Will Government be pleased to lay 
on the table a copy of the reply given if any to the letter addressed hv Sir 
TFrnrv Gidnev to the Secretary, Railway Board, as published in the 
IHindustan Times, dated 8th July 1031, concerning reduction in the salary 
of the Travelling Ticket Checkers on tlie East Indian Railway ° 

Ticket Checking System on the East Indian Railway. 

781 *Shaikh Fazal Haq Piracha: Will Government he pleaded to 
In v on the 1abl»* m copy of the reph gixen. if nnv. to the letter of Doctor 
Ziauddin Ahmad addrr-^ed to the S< crctarv. Rnilwa\ Board, regarding the 
ticket. chorkkig s\Mem nn tin* K.iM Indian R iilun\ as printed in the Rail¬ 
way Retrenchment Sub-Committee’*! Repeat *' 

Mr. P. R Ran: The letter to the Secret an. Rnihxav Bonro. does not 
contain the lri*d two paras appearing m the ropy of Dr Ziauddir Ahmed’s 
letter, as printed on p.ure 78 of the RiuU\a\ Retrenchment Sub-Committee's 
Report No r< ])1\ was sent to Dr Ziawldm 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: If nnv Memlicr of the Tjegisiative Assembly 
addresses a letter to the Secret .m of lh(* Kailwax Board, is ii not courtesy 
to acknow led tile receipt <d ilia* hltei"’ 

Mr. P. R Rau: Ma\ I explain that 4 ' 1 understood trail the Secret ar\ 
that m\ Honourable friend wanted to mtervew Sir Alan Parsons or the 
Member m charge of traffic in thi* Rnihvax Board on the question and a 
reply was postponed pending the int- rveu 

Lieut.-Golonel Sir Henry Gidney: In lego-d to appeals of mil way sub¬ 
ordinates will the Honourable Member nf<e*m this House whether the 
Government of India intend to accept the Court of Inqinrv recommenda¬ 
tions to constitute complaints committee** to be 11 i.-lied to each Railwnv 
Administration 0 If not, why not? 

Mr. P. R. Ran: Ma\ I ask whether thi** question arisen out of the main 
question? I should like to ask for notice of that question 

3Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: When T s«ont the letter to the Secretary of the 
Railway Board, the Secretar\ never acknowledged it I spoke to him 

tFor answer to tln« question. answer to question No 778 

B 
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personally and he had no recollection whatever whether he received that 
letter, and probably the letter was never presented to him. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola): The Honour¬ 
able Member is making a statement. 

Posts of Ticket Collectors on the East Indian Railway Promoted 
to Travelling Ticket Examiners. 

t782. * Shaikh Fazal Haq Pirachv. Will Government please state if the 
posts of the permanent Ticket Collectors on the East Indian Railway who 
have been promoted as T. T. Es. have been permanently filled up or will 
remain open for them, if they are not confirmed as T. T. Es. and necessity 
arises to revert them to their substantive posts? 

Passenger Traffic Receipts in the East Indian Railway. 

783. *Shaikh Pazal Haq Piracha: Will Government please state if the 
period from June, 1931 to November, 1931, was nfyoro prosperous for the 
Last Indian Railway than the corresponding period of the previous year in 
respect of passenger traffic? 

Mr. P. R. Rau; I presume the Honourable. Member refers to the num¬ 
ber of passengers carried and the earnings therefrom during the period. If 
so, the number of passengers carried from 1st June to 30th November, 
1931, was 30,090,048 compared with 32,808,208 in the corresponding 
period of the previous year, and the earnings from the passengers carried 
was Rs. 2,43,87,847 compared with Rs. 2,60,29;765 in the previous year. 

Success of Candidates in Subordinate Accounts Service Examinations. 

784. *Bhagat Ohandi Mai Gola: (a) Is it a fact that the result of the 
subordinate accounts service examination (ordinary branch) for the year 
1931 is that 7 per cent, of the candidates who appeared in the examination 
were successful? 

(b) Is it a fact that the results of the previous years' examinations 
are that between 25 to 40 per cent, of the candidates passed? What is 
the reason for this groat difference? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Enquiry is being made and a 
reply will be laid on the tabic in duo course. 

Economy and Safety of Electric Supply. 

785. *Rao Bahadur B. L. Patil: (a) Has the attention of Government 
been drawn to the article entitled ‘Electric Rower Supply in India' by 
Prof. B. C. Chatterjee of the Bennres Hindu University, in the issue of 
25th February, 1932, in the Hindustan Times , Delhi? 

(h) If so, do Government propose to undertake immediate legislation 
on the subject in the interests of economy and safety of the general 
public ? 

+For answer to this question, hop answer to question No. 773 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 1941 

The honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: (a) Yes. 

(b) The attention of the Honourable Member ia invited to the replies 
given to starred questions Nos. 4 and 683 on the 26th January and 7th 
March, 1932, respectively. 


Construction of a Railway Line between Hubli and Kumpta. 

786. *Rao Bahadur B. L. Patil: (a) Is it a fact that the Madras and 
Southern Mahrafta Railway were some time back contemplating the 
construction of a Railway line between Hubli and Kumpta or some other 
seaport on the west coast? 

( b ) If so, is it a fact that the scheme was not further proceeded with 
owing to linancial difficulties? 

(c) Are Government aware that merchants of Kamatak undergo several 
difficulties in their import and export trade through Marmagoa Harbour 
owing to the fact that their goods have to pass through the Portuguese 
territory ? 

(d) If so, are Government in a position to estimate the annual loss to 
the traders and business men? 

(c) Tf not, are Government prepared to appoint an officer to report as 
to the total loss and the ways and means of doing away with the various 
difficulties? 

Mr. P. R. Bau: (a) About 1920 the Madras and Southern Mahratta 
Railway investigated a proposal for an extension from Hubli to Sirsa; but 
not from Sirsa to Kumpta or other seaport. 

(b) No, the investigation proved that the line would not pay. 

(c) A memorial was received, asking for the construction of various lines. 

(d) and (e). No. 


Communities of New Recruits required for Extra Work in the 
Income-tax Department, Bombay. 

787. *Rao Bahadur B. L. Patil: (a) Will Government state how many 
temporary posts of Clerks, Inspectors, Examiners and Officers were filled 
up owing to the reduction of the taxable minimum of Income-tax in the 
Bombay Presidency (excluding Sindh) by Divisions? 

(b) Will Government further state, by each Division in a tabulated 
form, how mnn\ of the new recruits are Parsis. Muhammadans, Indian 
Christians, Brahmins, NomBrahmins and others; comparing the present 
strength with the strength of the respective communities that existed 
before the recruitment? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: The information has been called 
for and will be laid on the table in due course. 
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Commissioners and Assistant Commissioners of Income-ta^ in 

Bombay. 

788. *Rao Bahadur B. L. Patil: Will Government be pleased to state 
how many Commissioners and Assistant Commissioners there are in the 
Ineome-tax Department in the whole of the Bombay Presidency and to 
what communities they belong? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: There is one Commissioner who is 
a Parsi. Of 6 Assistant Commissioners, 1 is a Mussulman, 1 an Anglo- 
Indian, 1 a Sikh and 3 are Parsees. 

Representation of the Various Communities in the Income-tax 
Department, Bombay. 

789. *Rao Bahadur B. L. Patil: (a) Have Government ascertained 
from the Commissioner of Income-tax, Bombay, whether the instructions 
issued by lhe Government of India regarding the adequate representation 
of the different communities obtaining in the Presidency have been 
followed ? 

(b) Tf so. what is the result? If not, do or do not Government, think 
it necessary to do so? 

I | "*• 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) and (b) I invite the Honour¬ 
able Member’s! attention to my reply to parts (b) and (r) of starred question 
No. 1282 relating to the recruitment of Non-Brahmins to tin* Income-tax 
Department in the Bombay Presidency that lie a^ked on 13th November 
1931. The Government do not consider that then* m any necessity to 
supplement the somewhat e' liausi >yc inquiries tlial tlie\ have already 
made at the Honourable Member's instance 

The Pkownuiu Boundaries Question*. 

790. *Rao Bahadur B. L. Patil: (a) Will Government please state 
whether and when the boundary question will he taken up 0 

(b) If the answer to pail fri) he m the affirm at iy e, will (lovermnent 
further siat(* yvhetber the subject has been included in the terms of re¬ 
ference of any of the Indian Bound Table Conference Committees now 
functioning in India? 

(rO If not, do Government propose to s**t up another Committee 4 ’ 
And if so, when ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (u) l or the reasons given m para¬ 
graph 21 of their constitutional despatch dated the 20th September, 1930, 
the Government of India do not intend at present to appoint a Boundaries 
Commission with general terms of reference to examine the redistribution 
of provincial areas. 

(b) and (c). Do not artee. 

f791 * 


fThis question has* been included in the list of questions for the 15th March, 1932. 
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Abolition of the Lowest Selection Grade Examination in the Post 

Office. 

792. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that they have abolished the lowest selection grade 
examination in the Post Office and It. M. S. ? 

(&) Is it a fact that in October 1981 the Director General of Posts and 
Telegraphs issued a, circular inviting candidates to appear at the lowest 
selection grade examination which was to be held on the 14th and 15th 
March, 1982? 

(r) Is it a fact that, the candidates were required to purchase books at 
their own expense and are Government aware that they had to take leave 
to prepare themselves for the examination? 

(,/) Is it a tael that ( nl\ on tin* 17th February, 1982 the Direitnr Gen¬ 
eral of Posits and Telegraphs issued orders that the examination w T ould be 
abolished ? 

( c) Will Government be pleased to state whether they propose to pay 
compensation to the candidates who were put to extra expenditure in 
purchasing books and bad to take leave for no purpose? If so, what 
com pen sat ion ? 

(/) Will Government be pleased further to state as to how the lowest 
selection made post*, will be filled up in the Post Ofliee and ltailwav Mail 
Service ? 

(< 7 ) Will the senior clerks in the Department, although they have not 
passed the examination, get promotion in the lowest selection grade? 

Mr. T. Ryan : (a) Yes 

(h) No The circular inerch notified the dates of the examination and 
the classes of officials to whom it would he open 

(<•) fco, candidates who purchased hooks, or took leave in preparation 
for the examination did so on their own initiative and in their own interests. 

(d) Yes 

(c) Government do not propose to pa\ compensation since those candi¬ 
dates who purchased hooks or took leave, did so in their own interests. 

(/) and (tj) Promotions to the lowest selection grade posts in the Post 
Office and Pailwaj Mail Service in the general line, i.c. t excluding 
(i) Inspectors and Postal Divisional Head Clerks and (ii) Accountants and 
Assistant Accountants, will be made from the seniority list of time-scale 
clerks h\ select.on based on an official's past record and known capabilities 
irrespective of the fact whether he lias passed the lowest selection grade 
examination or not. Promotions to the posts of Inspectors and Postal 
Divisional Head Clerks will he made from the existing ‘junior’ passed candi¬ 
dates or those who pass the new Inspector’s examination. The posts of 
Accountants and Assistant Accountants in the lowest selection grade* w r ill 
be filled according to seniority combined with fitness, hv officials who have 
passed the Accountant’s examination. 

Dr. Zi&uddin Ahmad: May I know why the examination was first 
announced and then abolished at such short notice? 

Mr. T. Ryan: An examination was introduced in the hope that it would 
furnish a satisfactory means of testing the fitness of the members of the 
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clerical staff for promotion. It has been found in practice that it has not 
served that purpose and it is practically impossible to devise an examina¬ 
tion which will serve that purpose having regard to the age and other dis¬ 
abilities of the men who aspire to promotion to the lowest selection grade. 

Dr. Ziauddin Alunad: What were the reasons which led the department 
to abolish the examination. Why were not these things considered when 
they announced the examination, because by this* method the department 
loses its credit? 

Mr. T. Ryan: At the time that the examination was introduced, Gov¬ 
ernment were not in possession of experience which subsequently led them 
to reconsider the matter. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: There was the whole of the Education Depart¬ 
ment at their disposal. If the Postal Department had not experience of 
the examination, they ought to have utilized the services of the Education 
Department. 

Mr. T. Ryan: I do not think the Education Department would have 
been able to give much valuable advice in connection with a purely depart¬ 
mental examination of this kind. 

Examination for Appointment of Inspectors and Head Clerks of 

Post Offices. 

793. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that Government have derided 
to introduce an examination for appointment of Inspectors of Post Offices 
and R. M S. and Head Clerks to Divisional Superintendent of Post Offices, 
in the Post Office and R. M. S. 0 

(b) If so, what will be the syllabus of examination and what will be 
their pay after their appointment? 

(c) When will the examination he held and whether all clerks or sorters 
xvho have not exceeded 35 years of age will be eligible to appear at the 
examination? If not. why not? 

(d) What would be the qualifications of the candidates for appearing 
at the above examination? 

Mr. T. Ryan: (a) Yes. 

(b), (c) and (d). The rules and syllabus for the examination are at 
present under consideration, but the introduction of an examination has 
nothing to do with the pay of the posts. 

Allowance for Staff engaged in Sorting Foreign Mail in Calcutta. 

794. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra : (a) Is it a fact that in Calcutta inward foreign 
mails arc being sorted by auxiliaries drafted from several departments of 
the Calcutta General Post Office, and some of the town sub-offices without 
payment of any allowance? 

(b) Is it a fact that although they are required to attend to 
their duties before 0-0 a.m , the\ do not grt am convex since allowance? 

(c) Is it a fact that m Bombay and Madras inward foreign mails are 
sorted on payment of overtime allowance and it is only in Calcutta the 
payment of the allowance has almost been stopped? 
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( d) Is it also a fact that only about 70 clerks working in the Calcutta 
Oeneral Post Office, and gome of the town sub-offices are required to do 
this work on alternate Sundays while there are many who, although they 
remain off duty on Sundays, have been exempted from this duty? 

(e) Will Government be pleased to supply a statement showing the 
number of clerks who remain off duty on Sundays in (i) Bombay, 
(ii) Madras, (iii) Calcutta and (iv) Rangoon including their T. S. Os. and 
what is the total clerical strength in each of the above cities? 

(/) Is it also a fact that some of the clerks, one Supervisor, one Assist¬ 
ant Presidency Postmaster of the Calcutta General Post Office, get overtime 
allowance while others work without getting any allowance? Do they 
work at the same time and under the same condition? 

( g) Do Government propose to inquire into the matter and arrange to 
pay them overtime allowance as was done before in order to remove this 
hardship? If not, why not? 

Mr. T. Ryan: (a), (6), (c), (d) t (/) and ('/) Information is being collect¬ 
ed and will he placed on the table of the House in due course. 

(r) Government regret that they are unable to furnish the statement 
called for as the labour required for its compilation would be excessive. 

Numiier and Communities of Staff in each Division of the North 

Western Railway. 

79d *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: Will Government be pleased to 
place on the table of this House a statement showing the latest available 
figures in regard to the number of the present staff by communities, viz,, 
Hindus, Muslims, and Christians or Anglo-Indians holding the under¬ 
mentioned posts in each Division of the North Western Railway ? 

1. Offico Supdt., Divl. Office. | 7. Hd. Clerk, Loco. Foreman’s Office. 

2. Hd. Personnel Cleik, Divl. Office. 8. Hd. Clerk, S. D. O.’s Office. 

3. Chief Controller, Divl. Office. 9. Hd. Clerk, I. O. W.’s Office. 

4. Confidential Clerk, Divl. Office. j 10. Hd. Correspondence Clerk, S. M.’s 

| Office. 

5. Acme Clerk, Divl. Office. l ll. Chief Goods Clerk, S. M.’s Office. 

6. Reig. Clerk, Divl. Offico. j 12. Chief Parcel Clerk, S. M.’s Office. 

Mr. P. R. Rau: Government regret that they are not prepared to sup¬ 
plement with figures for individual offices the information in regard to 
communal representation given in the Anjaual Report by the Railway 
Board on Indian Railways. 

Muslims appointed as Office Superintendents and Head Clerks 
on the North Western and East Indian Railways. 

796. *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: (a) Will Government please state 
how main Muslims have during the last 2 years, viz., 1930 and 1931, been 
posted permanently as Office Superintendents stating the Divisions of the 
North Western Railway and East Indian Railway and how many Head 
Clerks, stating the Branches and Divisions of the North Western Railway? 

(b) Will Government please state whether these Head Clerks were* 
merely designated as Head Clerks in the same grade which they were 
already holding, or whether t-hev were given the very grade of the post 
which their predecessors were holding; if not, why not? 

(c) What was the nationality of the predecessors of these Head Clerks? 
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Hr. P. R. Rau: ( a) The information a vail able shows that on the East 
Indian Railwav 14 posts of office Superintendents and Head Clerks were 
held bv Muslims in 1930 and 10 in 1031 and on the North Western Bail- 
way 39 m 1930 and 40 in 1931. 

(b) On the East Indian Railwav these Head Clerks were given the 
same grade as that which their predecessors held and the position in under¬ 
stood to be the same on the North Western Railway. 

{(') Government have no information 

Appointment of Indians as Superintendents of Post Offices in 

Kashmir. 

797. * Shaikh Sadiq Hasan: (a) Wdi Go\ eminent please state when the 
post oi Superintendent of Post Oiliets was created in Kashmir Province'.* 

(b) Has am Indian Superintendent ever been posted there, if not, 
why nut? 

(c) Are Government prepared to see that Indians are also posted there 
in future? 

Mr. T. Ryan: b/) The post w.iv created m 1897 

( b) Yes. 

(H The posting*. m question arc made l>\ the IVstimislrr-Gcnerul. 
Punjab, and Government do not propose to interfere with his discretion 
as regards future postings A copy ot the Honourable Member's question 
and ot this answer will however be sent to him 

Report of the Railway Court of Inquiry. 

798 *Mr. N. M. Joshi: (a) Will Government be pleased to state on 
what date they received the Report of the Court of Inquiry into Railway 
Retrenchment ? 

(b) When will Government be able to publish the Report mentioned 
above? 


The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: («) On 29th February, 1932 

(b) The Report has already been published 

Hr. N. M. Joshi: M«\ I ask what the Governnlent propose to do in 
order to give effect to the recommendations of the Report 0 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: Sir, I think the Report is under the 
consideration of the Departments of the Government of India concerned 
at present"* 

Mr.. N. M. Joshi: May I ask whether Government vrill consult the 
All-India Railwayrnen’s Federation before giving effect to the recommen¬ 
dations of the Rc port ? 

• The Honourable Sir George Rainy: It is quite impossible for me, Sir, 
at this stage to say what the Government will do. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: May I ask why it is impossible? 

The Hbnour&ble Sir George Rainy: Because there has not been suffi¬ 
cient time for the consideration of the Report. 



QUESTION a AND ANSWERS. 


1947 


Injustice to Muslims in the Postal Department. 

799. *Khan Bahadur H. M. Wilayatullah: (a) Has the attention of, 

Government been drawn to the article which a])poured in the daily Hamdam 
of Lucknow, dated the 29th February, 1931, page 3, column 3, under the 
caption “Injustice to Muslims in the Postal Department**? 

( b) Is it a fact that recently there were 11 vacancies in the office of the 
Postmaster General, Lucknow, £<>*• which applications were invited from 
candidates? 

(r) U it a fact that only one Muslim who is a graduate was selected? 

(d) Is it a fact that ton non-Muslim candidates were selected 0 

(*•) Is it a fact that **omo of those ton candidates who wore selected are 
n on - r r j at ri(*u 1 at os ? 

(() Is it a fact that some ',f the Muslim candidates who were not selected 
had passed the Intermediate examination and also the examination held 
by the Department° 

(o) If so. will Government please stafo wbv non-Muslim candidates 
were taken in preference to Muslim candidates who were better qualified? 

77ie Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: {a) to D/) Government, have seen 
the article in question but information on the points raised 1»\ the Honour¬ 
able Member i** being culled for and a complete reply will be placed on 
the table of the House m due course 

Confirmation of Probationers in the East Indian Rahway Accounts 

Department. 

800. •Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen- (a) Are Government prepared to 
ascertain from Mr. Sankdrd Iyer, late Chief Accounts Officer, East Indian 
Railway, at. present Chief Accounts Officer, Great Indian Peninsula Rail¬ 
way, as to whether he gave a ruling on tLu eve of his transfer, to the 
following effect, atter reviewing the ease of the probationers in the Ea6t 
Indian Railway Accounts Department: 

“What h.us ‘Seniorty List’ got to do with the <oiifinitation ot the probationers v 
Did not the C ontroller of Railway Account-* tell u.s to confirm thes** probationers and 
treat them as supernumeraries till their final absorption m the Department” ? 

(h) Will the Honourable Member be pleased to state why the pro¬ 
bationers, though they arc senior to all other clashes of temporary staff, are 
not being confirmed against existing permanent \acancies? 

(c) Is the Honourable Member aware that letter No. 2G-C R. A —E./ 
82'8141-F., daiod the 18th February, 1032, from the Controller of Railway 
Accounts, to the Chief Accounts Officer, East Indian Railway, on the sub¬ 
ject of discharge of staff, was issued without regard to the provisions 
contained in paragraph 1 (i) of letter No. 336/C R. A./E./80, dated the 
1st November, 1930, from the same authority? 

(d) If so, do Government propose either to rescind or amend the 
instructions convoyed in letter No. 26-C. R. A.-E./S2/8141-F., dated the 
18th February, 1932, cited above? 

(e) If Mr. Iyer gave the above ruling, do Government propose to take 
suitable departmental action against those responsible for disregarding 
that order? 
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Mr. P. B. Bau: (a) No. Any note recorded by Mr. Sankara Aiyer on 
the subject is a purely departmental document, the contents of which 
Government are not prepared to make public. 

(b) Government are not aware that this is the case, but are making 
enquiries into the matter. 

(c) . (d) and ( e ). There is no inconsistency between the two letters. 
In the matter of discharge, temporary staff with over 12 months’ conti¬ 
nuous service have been regarded as having equal rights with permanent 
employees. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Apprenticeship Training in the Rifle Factory at Ishapore. 

167. Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government be pleased to state and 
place on the table the particulars regarding, (i) the syllabus of the subjects, 
(ii) the strength of the whole-time teaching staff with their names and 
duties, (m) the system of conducting examinations, and (iv) the rules and 
regulations under the new scheme of apprenticeship-training which is to be 
introduced in the liifle Factory at Ishapore? 

( b) Will Government be pleased to state how they propose to utilize 
the services of the three whole-time teachers for the apprentices under the 
new scheme of apprenticeship-training m the Rifle Factory at Ishapore? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state whether under the new 
scheme of apprenticeship-training the existing apprentices in the Rifle 
Factory at Ishapore will as well attend during factory working hours the 
lecture rooms and laboratories for their technical and practical training ( 
If so, for how many hours and how those trainings are to be conducted? 
If not, why not? 

Mr. G. M. Young: Inquiries are proceeding and replies will be laid on 
the table in due course. 

Apprenticeship Training in the Rifle Factory at Ishapore. 

fl68. Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government please state whether, m 
view of changing the method of apprenticeship-training in the Rifle Factory 
at Ishapore, they had consulted the pioneers of the present scheme of 
apprenticeship-training in that Factory, viz. : 

(i) General Atkinson, former Master General of Supply and late 

Principal of Roorkee Engineering College, 

(ii) Colonel Sturrock, former Director of Ordnance Factories and 

Manufacture, 

(in) Major L. De. Lenfesty, C.I.E., former Superintendent, Rifle 
Factory, Ishapore, and now Director of Contracts (Army 
Headquarters, India, Simla), and 

(iv) Mr. H. I. Mathews, B.Sc., A.M.I.Mech.E., former Apprentice- 
in-charge in Rifle Factory, Ishapore, now Superintendent, 
Gun and Shell Factory at Cossipore? 

(b) If the reply to part (a) be in the affirmative, what were the opinions 
of the respective pioneers named above? 

(c) If the reply to part (a) be in the negative, will Government please 
state the reasons? 


+For answer to this question, see answer to unstarred question No. 167. 
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Apprenticeship Training in the Rifle Factory at Ishapore. 

1169. Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Will Government be pleased to place on the 
table, the last five years administrative or annual report on apprenticeship¬ 
training in the Rifle Factory at Ishapore? If not, why not? 


Apprenticeship Training in Ordnance Factories. 

^170. Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that the apprenticeship-training in 
the Ordnance Factories and particularly in the Rifle Factory at Ishapore 
was introduced in view of: 

(i) the great importance of efficiency in Ordnance Factories and 

for their development to full output in war time; 

(ii) the industrial development of India, and 

(iii) a development of first rate military importance? 

(b) Are Government aware that the apprenticeship scheme had been 
emphasised in the Indian Industrial Commission’s Report (Chapter X, 
especially paragraphs 151, 152 and Appendix IV)? 

(c) Is it not a fact that the apprenticeship schemes have been in 
operation in the leading industrial firms in England for many years and 
no one questions their absolute necessity and a verv efficient one has 
been in operation in Woolwich Arsenal (known as the Woolwich Trade Lads 
Scheme) since 1904? 

(//) Ts it not a fact that Foremen, Assistant Foremen. Draughtsmen 
and others are recruited from the Woolwich Arsenal and many of the 
Assistant Foremen in the Ordnance Factories in India have of late 
years been men who were Woolwich Trade Lads? 

Apprenticeship Training in Ordnance Factories. 

f 171. Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that the Ordnance Factory Com- 
faaittee which reported in April, 1919, was under the Bengal Committee, 
and that it was presided over by the Honourable Sir Rajendra Nath 
Mookherjee 1 

( b ) Is it a fact that the Committee suggested that the apprenticeship 
aimed at must in any case not be lower in nature and quality to that of 
the Trade Lads at Woolwich and that the Indian Ordnance Factories must 
maintain as high a standard as the Royal Ordnance Factories at Wool¬ 
wich? 

(c) If the answer to above is in the affirmative, will Government please 
state the reasons and justifications for their reducing the technical train¬ 
ing in Ordnance Factories, and particularly in the Rifle Factory, Isha¬ 
pore ? 

(d) Is it a fact that Sir R. N. Mookherjee’s Committee recommended 
that a continuation course at Sibpur might eventually be adopted for 
Ordnance Factories* apprentices and that the duration of this course will 
be for two years so as to qualify the students for the Foremen's grade in 
service? If so, what steps were taken and how far was this recommenda¬ 
tion carried out? 

tFor answer to this question, see answer to unstarred question No. 167. 



1960 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[14th Mar. .932. 
Postal Income and Increased Postage. 

172. Rai Bahadur Lai* Brij Kishore: (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state whether their postal income lias been more or less or stationary 
since the increased rate came into operation, as compared with the corre¬ 
spondin': months of the previous years? 

(b) Is it a fact that since the increased postage rate came into operation 
the public are spending a less amount, on postage than what they used to 
do before? 

(c) If the reply 1 o part (b) above is m the affirmative. will Go\ernment 
be pleased to supply to this House a monthly figure of tlle sale of stamps 
for the last six months and the figure lor the corresponding months of 
the previous year 0 

Mr. T. Ryan: (a), (h) and (c) The increases in postal and telegraph 
rates were brought into force from various dates, and .January 1932, was 
the first month in which all the increases were effective for an entire 
month. As will be seen from the neeompamin" statement, the postage 
and message revenue of the Department has been more since October. 1931 
than that in the corresponding months of the last sear 


Statement comparing the total postage and me'sagt revenue for the 10 months from 
April , WS1 to January , 1932 . with that of the corresponding months of the prc.viou» 
year. 

(Figure are in thousands »f rupees). 


Months. 


April 

May 

June 

July 

August . 

September 

October 

November 

December 

January 


j Total i Total 
; postage and 1 postage and 
j message message 

revenue during revenue during 


j 193ti-3l. I 1931-32. 


Increased- 
Decrease— 


j Rb. 

78,04 
7«.77 
7o,o9 
. I 73,.72 

. j 60,74 

. | 69,03 | 

70,99 
66,62 j 
•i 7 M7 ; 

. | 78,u ; 


Ks 

66,17 l -11,87 
66,85 j - 9,92 
l>9. Oh -J,0.T 

‘i h,?s ■ - a, 17 

07,a I ! +77 

I 

04,27 —4,76 

74,94 ! +3,96 

! 

70,08 j +3.60 

73,22 1 - 3,16 

I 

+8.7* 


86,96 | 




MOTION FOE ADJOURNMENT. 


Excesses or the Police in Delhi and Desecration of the Mosque or 

Kucha Rahman. 

Mr. President: Order, order. I have received a notice from Mr. 
Maswood Ahmad and also from Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur that they 
propose to ask for leave to make a motion for the adjournment of the 
business of the House to-day for the purpose of discussing a definite matter 
of urgent public importance, as follows : 

“The excesses of 'the police in Delhi on Saturday last and the desecration of the 
mosque of Kucha Rahman." * 

I have to inquire whether any Honourable Member has any objection to 
this motion. 

As no objection is taken, the motion will be discussed at 4 o'clock 


ELECTION TO THE STANDING ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR THE 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, HEALTH AND LANDS. 

Mr. President: Order, order I have to inform the Assembly that Rao 
Bahadur P.itil has been elected to the third vacancy on the Standing 
Advisory Committee for the Department of Education, Health and Lanas. 
(Cheers ) 


THE GENERAL BUDGET—LIST OF DEMANDS. 

Second Stage 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sn* Ibrahim RahimtoolaJ. Order, order 
The IIoum’ will now proceed to take up the second stage of the considera¬ 
tion. nl the Budget — Demands for Grants In this connection the Chair 
lias Itiiii approached with a su^istmn m which, the Chair is informed, there 
is general agreement of the House, tii.it a special procedure should be 
adopted on tins occasion The jm»i cdure .suggested is that, out of the 
six da\s winch are allotted for the discussion ot Demands for Grants, the 
first dm should be allotted to the Nationalist Party, the second day to 
the Independent Party, half of the third day to the European Group and 
the other hall to the United India Party, and the fourth day to those 
Honourable Members who do not belong to any party The remaining 
two du\s should be de\otcd to economy cuts, and not to censure motions. 
On the da\s winch are allotted to tin* respective Parties and to the 
unattached group, a representative of such part\ or group will move a 
cut motion raising a question of policy, and if fun her time is available, 
another cut motion will he moved on that day In order to give effect 
to this suggestion, it is further proposed that the discussion of Demands 
for Grants should not proceed in the order as it appears on the Order 
Paper, hut that a special Demand should he taken up out of its turn 
and that cut motions should be moved to it. The Chair has now to ask 
Honourable Members whether they are all agreed that- the suggestion which 
I have explained to the House should be adopted for the discussion of 
the Demands for Grants (Voices: "Yus, yes") I take it the House 
is unanimously agreed. (Voices,: "Yes.") 

( 1951 ) 
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According to this arrangement the Demand which is to be discussed 
is the votable grant for the Executive Council; and I would therefore 
ask the Honourable the Finance Member to put before the House the 
Demand under item 28—“Executive Council”. 

Demand No. 28 —Executive Council. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member): Sir, I beg to 

move: 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 85,000 he granted to the Ocnernoi General in 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending the 31st day of March. 1933, m respect of the 'Executive Council*.' 

Mr. President: 1 understand that the Honourable the Leader of the 
Nationalist Party wishes to propose a cut motion to raise the constitu¬ 
tional issue v 1 call upon him to move it. 

The Constitutional Issue. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions: Non-Muham- 
madan): Sir, I wish to move that the Demand under the head “Executive 
Council” be reduced by lis. 100 to raise the constitutional issue. Honour¬ 
able Members will observe that in this connection we have to consider 
the two stages of the constitutional issue, the constitutional development 
of India under the present constitution and the constitutional development 
of India under the constitution to be given in the near future. As regards 
the constitution of the Government of India under the present constitution, 

1 would recall to Honourable Members the epoch-making pronouncement 
ot the 9tli April, 1917, at the Imperial Conference at which we found that 
the assembled delegates at the Imperial Conference unanimously passed 
the following resolution: 

“That the Imperial War Conference aie of opinion that the readjustment of the 
constitutional relation of the component parts ot the Empire is loo important and 
intricate a subject to lie dealt with during the war, and that it should form the sub¬ 
ject of a special Imperial Conference to bo summoned us 6oon as possible after the 
cessation of the hostilities. 

They deem it their duty, however, to place on record their view that any 3uch re¬ 
adjustment, while reselling all existing powers of self government end complete 
control of domestic affairs, should be based upon a recognition of the Dominions as 
autonomous nations of the Imperial Commonwealth, and ot India as an important 
portion of the same. We recognise the right of the Dominions and India to an ade¬ 
quate voice m foreign policy and in iofeign relations and to provide elteitiv© airange- 
men ts for a continuous consultation in all important matters and for such neces 
Bary concerted action fouhded on consultation as the several Governments may deter¬ 
mine. ” 

Honourable Members will be pleased to see that this declaration made 
at the Imperial Conference may be resolved into three distinct parts. 
First , that it should recognise and preserve all existing powers of Belf- 
govemment in the Dominions wherever it exists. Secondly , that the 
readjustment should be based upon a full recognition of the Dominions as 
autonomous nations of an Imperial Commonwealth, and of India as an 
important part of the said Commonwealth. Thirdly , that the readjust¬ 
ment should recognise' the right of the Dominions and of India to an 
adequate voice in foreign policy and in foreurn relations And a Committee 
was to be appointed to give effect to this declaration. 

Honourable Members will thus see that so fur as the Dominions were 
concerned, the readjustment was to recognise the autonomous character 
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of the Dominions, and a Committee was to be appointed for the purpose 
of making a readjustment. So far as India was concerned, the declara¬ 
tion was that India was to be an important portion of the Imperial 
Commonwealth, and secondly, (mark these words) that the readjustment 
should provide effective arrangements for continuous consultation on all 
important matters of common Imperial concern and for such concerted 
action founded on consultations the several Governments may decide. 
These are the two fundamental rights conceded to India by the Imperial 
Conference of 1917. The full effect of these rights was the subject-matter 
of discussion m the House of Commons on the 6th August, 1918. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir (Bombay City: Non-Muhammadan Urban): Why 
not go back a little further? 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: On the 6th August, 1918, Mr. Chamberlain, who 
was a member of the Imperial Conference of 1917, and who was a special 
member of the War Cabinet m 1918, explained as to what had been the 
new position of India under the Imperial Conference Resolution of the 
previous year. He said 

“Tn the light, of the discussions which took place last year and this year ; n thfr 
Imperial Wai Conference, a new recognition has been given to the equality of status 
of India and to a right/ of reciprocal treatment as l*?tween the Dominions and 
India or Great Britain and India of their respective citizenship. In these matters 
within the last few years India lias leaped suddenly into a place of equality with the 
other gieat dominion portions of His Ma>est\’s Dominions and her representatives sit 
within them in regard to Imperial Council.” i 

Later on lie said : 

‘ It is but right that that great progress in Imperial status and position, that 
admission to partnership in the Empire for India, should be accompanied or follow¬ 
ed. as soon as may oe, by a revision of the share whi< h Indians take ill their own 
Government and 1»\ an effort to set them upon road which will lead them steadily 
forward in the paths of progress and reforms.” 

Honourable Members will remember that on the 20tli August, 1917, a 
declaration was made in the House of Commons defining the ultimate goal 
of British policy in India as the establishment of responsible government 
m tins country. Now, Honourable Members will remember that the 
evolution of the British constitution has from time immemorial proceeded 
upon not only the written letter of the law, but also upon conventions, 
treaties, usages and practices which implement, and to a very large extent 
supplant, the narrow frame-work of a written constitution". That being 
the case, we have for the first time the recognition of India as a partner 
in the British Commonwealth, and certain defined rights as regards 
external policy and external affairs are conceded to her in her own right, 
and it is further declared that effective arrangements will be made for the 
purpose of giving India's representative an adequate voice in the deter¬ 
mination of her foreign policy. Honourable Members will thus see that 
in 1918 two confluent currents were flowing in the direction of the eman¬ 
cipation of Tndia. one was preceded by the declaration of Mr. Montagu 
in the House of Commons on 20th August. 1917. and the other took itsA 
origin at the Imperial Conference Resolution of 9th April. 1917. to which 
I have referred If wo really wish to understand the present constitu¬ 
tional character of the Government of Tndia to be obtained from the 
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official documents, wo cannot look at the one without the other, and when 
my Honourable friend Sir Cowasji Jehangir interjected a remark, “Why 
don’t you go backward,” that is exactly the lament of myself and those 
who think with me that the short memories of people are responsible for 
forgetting the advance that has already been made, and that when they 
went to the Bound Table Conference, they suffered from that shortness 
of memory and completely made a clean sweep of the past and began to 
write upon a clean slate. (Cheers.) I shall presently point that out to 
the Honourable Members and to the Honourable Member who interrupted 
me. Sir Cowasji Jehangir, for bis own satisfaction. The Honourable 
Member will find that when, in 1918, Mr. Montagu published his memor¬ 
able Report, and in the discussion that took place in the House of Com¬ 
mons upon that Report, Mr. MacDonald, now the Prime Minister of 
England, made certain suggestions which were afterwards acceded to and 
which were to he regarded as a part of the conventional constitution to 
implement the statutory Act of Parliament enacted in 1919. Mr MacDonald 
in referring to the future constitution of India said: 

“It should not be a beginning,** 

—that is to sa\ the new constitution must not merely be a beginning,— 

‘but shall be a real substantial beginning that organisation and ma< lunery will 
be created which will go bv its own momentum from ftage t.o stage, and at cat h 
stage it reaches, will earn to a fuller extent the complete ideal of self government 
within the Empire ” 

That \va^ to h.» the first condition The second condition v is * 

“ I'he Sene'..i \ of State should be »i* the one po.ihnn .is the So’.Lirv of Sbiti 
for the Colonies " 

Speaking on Hus subject, Mr MacDonald said 

“The Se'oi.’Ts* id Rude* line end in fn t the whole < i Hid in Com i nmeiil til 
retains the Fe tines of the Ea*»t India Company It 1* »s been i oddieil fn.ni tune 
to time but 1 hi* p.nent'ige of our *\ t**i*» is fh-> F Iml ,» (h'lup.inx 1 \ . nl• 1 
Bugged to nn Eight Honourable friend that he l| ould ii.m'i'c a. to v hitler the 
SecroL.i.v of St.it** and Ihe Council here ate to lu* munt.. iml It n a fine iimn o 
nism, the Mii\i\al of th» ti ailing lompenv wub the (omi oi Ibn-lnr*.. and *n ot , 
and not at a'l Muted to a Coverumenf l)epa* I rrent If *• v It c* t lb ni*'"\ih!e ‘mo id 
has any intention to making h m a ro«pn»«. dde Parliamentary Mme-tei then, i hope 
this Hoine will not tolerate the exiMcwo ot a (Vuiu i| of non tepreooit.enc, and 
largely personally inteiosted people ’* 

The third point that Mr. MacDonald drew attention of tin* House to was. 

“I think we ought to make our m*nd- perfect 1\ efesir 1h*d the t leeted «-e<-fioim of 
both provincial «uid Imperial Legislatures will bo m the maiontv. to tint v\to ' we 
support the report, but 3 think there l; much th.it we -h.i'l have b» dnnj s in the 
‘uggestjon made in the repoit in eo'i'-e«;ueii<’e of this, p - i*i«1'r*ip Cm* i*' a \orv 
simple dilemma in which Mull lej'd.itii"' . an ret. you » r et the m.nontv of the 1. -h 
hit tires eler + ed, von get the executive nflieud* and nominee** That moan- yon at «'*i» ,, i 
invite conflict. You cannot run a legislature the majority of vhirh n elerted v *H an 
executive const-ting of nominated or official Mombe-s The. t*fn*a». we on "hi r;mdi Mv to 
admit that the elated maputties in the lem^bif ur»» »» us| h-u-. at ary rdo a M?h*.fnn- 
tial representation of the legislature on the executive There can he no half way 
house in that, and the Cox eminent should opcnlv accept it ” 

Later on he says: 

“Show the Indians straightaway that wo are trustin'* them and do not nut them 
into the position of being free and irresponsible critics “ 
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Honourable Members will find that these suggestions, made by the present 
Prime Minister of England, were substantially given effect to imme¬ 
diately on the enactment of the Act of 1919. Before that Act was enacted, 
the Joint Parliamentary Committee had implemented the terms of that 
Act by recommending—and their recommendations were declared to be 
lead as part of the Government of India Act itself—that in the matter 
of fiscal autonomy, India was to possess the same right as the other self- 
governing Colonies of Canada, Australia and South Africa, and secondly, 
that in matters of pimdv Indian interest, where the Government of India 
mivI the Legislature wen* in agreement, the Secretary of State should 
ordinarily stand out. Therefore, when that Act was passed, Honourable 
Members will see what tin* intention of the framers of the Act and the 
founders of the new const ilut ion was. that there should he a substantial 
d\areliy in thr centre Mr MacDonald pointed out, we cannot have 

i responsible Legislature without that Legislature being represented on 
the executive You e mnot have a majoritv Legislature unless the two 
sides of the Legislature are in substantial harmony and are not brought 
into constant conflict. In order to harmonise the two sides of the House, 
it was decided that, at least three Members of the Executive Council 
should be drawn I mm the Legislature, and the first three appointments to 
tile first Executive Council formed after the first Legislative Assembly 
wen- Member* of the late lmpevi il Legislative Council. Secondly, 
successive Seeyeluries of Stale have realVirmed the convention known as 
the fiscal autoriorm of India; and thirdly it was provided that, whenever 
there is an agreement between the Government of India and the Legis¬ 
lature the Secretarv of State should stand out. and in order to enable him 
in do so, section 19-A of the Government of India Act was maded for 
the purpose of enabling the Secretary of State to relax his control This 
was the position of the Government of India in 1921. Honourable Mem¬ 
bers will finis sre that the sum-total of the powers which the people ot 
Tndia enjoved in 19*21 was a large measure of sovereignty designated b\ 
the words “Control of India in matters of foreign policy and foreign affairs”, 
in matters of infernal administration the convention w*as that the Legis¬ 
lature should be represented upon the executive, that the Legislature 
should possess fiscal autonomv. and that in matters of general Indian 
interest where the Executive Government of Tndia and the Legislature 
were in agreement, the Secretary of State should relax his control. 

It is for the Honourable Members to see to what extent there has 
t been a departure from this constitution initiated by the Act of 

Xoow T shall deal with the tw*r> sides of the question separately. 

Dealing first w*ifh the newly acquired rights of India in matters of external 
policy and external affairs, the "Resolution of the Imperial Conference was 
that there should he n readjustment, and that India’s voice should be 
adequate in matters affecting her foreign poliev and foreign relations, Tn 
1022 veallv speaking on the 23rd March. 3022 one of ns drew* the atten¬ 
tion of this House to this new international character of Tndia established 
hv the Conference and we desired that, in the future Conferences this 
House should he represented hv its elected delegates. That Resolution 
was opposed on behalf of Government hut at the same time Government 
gave us an undertaking to the following effect. The then Home Member • 
(Sir William Vincent) speaking upon the debate, at page 3630 of the 
Debates, dated 23rd March, 1022. said: 

•Tor obvious reason* it i* necessary for us to appoint non who will command the 
support of this .Assembly ’ 

C 
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That was the pledge given by the Home Member as regards the repre¬ 
sentation of the Legislative Assembly in the future Conferences of the 
Empire. Now Honourable Members will recall that the Conference of 
1917 had recommended the establishment of a committee for the purpose 
of working out the purpose of the Resolution which was passed there. A 
committee was to have been appointed in the Imperial Conference of 1920, 
and in 1922, as 1 have said, the Honourable the Home Member had 
assured the House that the representative of India would be sueh as would 
command the support of the Legislative Assembly. But if we turn to the 
Imperial Conference proceedings of 1920, what do we find? We find that 
India was represented by three gentlemen, Major-General Kirk, Deputy 
Chief of the General Staff. Mr. H. A Y. Lnulsax, the Trade Commissioner 
in India and the Maharajah of B uni wan But as the last-named faded 
to appear, he sent his son as a Private Secret an to himself to represent 
India. Such was the Indian representation in the Imperial Conference ot 
1926, when the external rights of India were to he. determined bv th»* 
appointment of a committee, the result of which, as Honourable Members 
will presently see, has created a new situation so far as the rest of the 
Dominions of the Britisli Commonwealth an* concerned. But though 
India was represented in the manner I have deseribed, the Imperial Con¬ 
ference did not omit to hark hack to the Resolution, Resolution No 9, 
passed in 1917. And referring to that Resolution we find at page 1.7 of 
the Imperial Conference Report of 1926 the following sentences 

‘ li will i»i* noted that in thu previous pm a grn w<» have nmd« no mention »a 
India Oiu reasoi for limitmp their Mope to Groat Britain amt the Dominions 
that the position of India in the Empiie is alre.uU defined l*v the Government ot 
fndiri Act of 1919 Wo would nevertheless recall tti.it hy Resolution 9 .if the Tin 
penal War Conference of 1917 due recognition was yi\on t»> the unpoilnut posit inn 
held L\ India in the Rntish Commonwealth ” 

So flmt Honourable Members wdl finis sec that while flic question \vn- 
raised as to liow the committee should consider the case of India in the 
readjustment for which a Committee had been appointed India w:w 
dismissed with this short statement that the case of India had alr< nd\ 
been disposed of hy the Act of 1919. But Honourable Member** will find 
that the case of Tndia was not disposed of by the Act of 1919 which inereh 
dealt with questions internal to India and did not deal with questions as 
regards her external rights India’s case therefore went b\ default in the 
Imperial Conference of 1920. That Conference appointed a Committee 
presided over by Lord Balfour, and that Committee gave a decision, the 
result of which w r ns enacted in an Act of Parliament known as the Statute 
of Westminster, passed in November last The effect of that Act known 
as the Statute of Westminster is to make the Dominion Parliaments 
sovereign Parliaments, and to give them the right of extra-territorial 
legislation which they did not possess before. A very large number of 
Acts limiting their rights of absolute sovereignty and co-equal partnership 
with Hie mother-country were recommended for repeal, and thev were 
then repealed or are on ihe eve of repeal now'. 

• I submit, therefore, that so far as India is concerned, India’s external 
rights have not been safeguarded in the manner they v'ero intended to he 
by the Conference of 1917. Nevertheless the Conference Resolution of 
1917 was not a war measure, as xvill be apparent, from the fact that India 
was called upon to be a co-signatory wdth the other self-governing Dominions 
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to the Treaty of Versailles. India was admitted as a foundation member 
of the League of Nations in 1919, and India has been invited in her own 
right to attend the Imperial Conferences held from time to time; and 
ancillary to that India has become a member of the Washington Labour 
Conference. She was a party to the Labour Conference; she has been « 
party to the Locarno and Kellogg Pacts and various other international 
Conventions entered into by the self-governing Dominions and other self- 
governing nations that went there. My submission, therefore, is that in 
the eye of the constitutional lawyer the external sovereignty of India as 
an international State is beyond dispute, and I think it was inadvertence 
to the rights of external so\ereigntv which India has been enjoying for a 
decade past that Mr. Wedgwood Penn speaking from his place as Secretary 
of State in November. 1929. described India as a Dominion in action 
More recently when the same question was troubling the mind of Mr. 
Winston Churchill m the memorable debate on the White Paper on the 
Jlrd January of the present year, Mr. Churchill with all these facts passing 
through hi* mind said that India was a Dominion for ceremonial purposes. 

So that uni have the statement by two ere at statesmen, one calling India 
a Dominion in action, and the other calling India a Dominion for ceremo¬ 
nial purposes. 

A third intermediate place whs sought to ho assigned to India, namely, 
that though India has got the status of a Dominion, it lacks the functions 
of a self-governing Dominion. This aspect of the question was applied 
not only to India but also to the self-governing Dominions before 192b; 
and referring to it oil page* 1 1 T find the following passage 

‘ Kqu.dcv <.! status so fat as Praam and tin* iloi'iiiiiniis are eui**il s tl.ia 

tlio original principle governing oui intei imperial rel.tl’on<: but the principles of 
equality and mimlaritv appropriate to status do not urm er^iHy extend to filiation* 

TT ere we require something mole than immutable dogmas" 

The fact. therefore, is that this dissociation of the status with the 
function* was a matter of a hvelv gruy.mce m the self-governing 
Colonies and that has been set at rest hy the Statute of Westminster, 
to which I hay r retened. My •submission is that India, so far as her 
external relations are concerned, has not only the theoretical attributes 
o( a sovereign State, but those attribute* have been recognised and given 
effect to from 1918 down to the pic^cnt tune. Only the other day when 
the question about- fiscal autonomy of India w'as under debate and I raised 
this debate, the Honourable Sir George Rainy, speaking on behalf of 
Government, in a considered statement which he read out to the House, 
said that the question of fiscal autonomy, so far as India was concerned, 
is recognised, hut the fact is that India lacks the machinery for giving 
effect to her rights; and then he suggested that such machinery might be 
set on foot by the Round Table Conference, which was then in session in 
London. This is a plain recognition of the fact, that, the .attributes of 
sovereignty which India has enjoyed and which haw been accumulating 
since 1917 are incapable of enjoyment without sotting up an autonomous 
internal machinery for the self-government of India. These are the facts, 
therefore, which I wish to drayv the attention of the House to, and I 
think these are the facts which must ho regarded ns the fundamental rights 
of India upon which the superstructure of the future constitution should * 
be constructed. 

But when T rend the proceedings of the Round Table Conference, both 
the first and the second, I find no reference to any of these historic facts, 

c 2 
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and 1 am not surprised at my friend Sir Cowusji Jelmngir just now inlerrupt- 
ing me, when 1 was dealing with the question, he having said “Why do 
\ou not go further back than 1917?” He wanted to make clean sweep 
of India's past, and in the Hound Table Conference make a fresh contract, 
as »f India had never acquire d any rights wlncli India claimed, and which 
India had been enjoying during a decade or more, as 1 have pointed out 
.dread\. I, therefore, submit that that was an inherent weakness in the 
Hound* Table Conference Honourable Members will, therefore, find that 
when Lord Heading made a statement saving that he was in favour of 
granting nsponsihmt\ in the centre on two main conditions, one of which 
was that theie should he an Indian Federation, and the association ol the 
representatives of the Indian Princes m the "Federal Chambers, and, 
secondK , there must h v ' ri -er\and ^* t« •juard'*. When Ills Lordship 
was making that statement. I venture to submit with the utmost respect 
to him, that lie had tor the time being forgotten that so far as reserva¬ 
tions in i\ gard to external policy and external affairs were concerned and 
which lie v anted under the scheme which he adumbrated in his speech, 
and which 1 *s since been accepted by the Hound Table' Conference, that 
had aJr»\id\ been conceded to India mi P.M7, and, therefore, the\ could not 
he withdrawn and that am constitutional development ol India must 
recognise tins f let and all that was relevant was to set up a nuchinen 
in rnmnnane*' with the accepted rights w liieh India bad been en}o\ing 
din’uiL 'll \ears Th .t is m\ first submission 

My second submission is that as regards tin* principle of federation 
with liie Ind an Pune.'' that Kibe second condition precedent stated b\ 
Lead iandmg and accepted l>\ tin Hound Table Conference. Now let us 
i whil that means Heading the proceedings of the two Confer- 

encis and what has subsequent J\ taken place, u> find tliat the Indian 
Pistes are sh.nph divided upon the quest.on ol a 1\(hr.ition 1 1If; hut 
so l,.r ..s tinii is en\ agreement at alJ that ngr. • nient )-* with a few 
State- who want a lepresentaii >n ..nd a. weight age nut of all proportion 
lo tin’»• y» .piii.it ion m ie!.n m In Hi tsli h fli . 

» shall very briefly give the salient features ni the conditions upon 
\vl a*' ‘.he Ind m Pnnee* pi<pared to join tic* Indian Federat.iou. It 
was suggested th iiit C.unc’l of Si.*t*■ n> 1 lit Cpper Ch.imher as it is 
descnlnd in the Hound Table Conference should consist of 100 or 150 
int-mbeiK and the Indian Prmee^ want a representat o n of n moiety that 
I-, ffft v pi r rt nt l understand that il lias hen agreed to that tlie\ sh add 
get If) per cent, there The second point »» that the Indian Frinces 
demmd. and ; t has been ag r eed to that the representation of the Indian 
Princes both in the Council if St: t“ md i 1 n ■ ! ’. r 1* r» 1 \ss.-mbl\ shall he 
idle rt presentation of the rulers and the States, in other words, the Gov¬ 
ernment - of the States and not of the St-aP-s themselves, including fho 
Governne nt and the people; and the third point that they have made"very 
clear is that a federal contact between the two India** shall he only upon 
submots rif (ornmon interest to he entegor’sed -md enumerated in the 
const if uf ion And lasfK. which i* ver\ important that flieir relation to 
the Crow’ll and fb'”r ^eafies must runfi ; n in other respects inviolate. 
The^' are the conditions upon which the Indian Princes are prepared, at 
any rate some of them to come into the Indian Federation So far as 
the Federal Assembly i« concerned, it b recommended that it should 
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consist of about 250 or BOO members, and that the Indian Princes should 
have representation of 33 1/3 per cent.; that is, one-third. On a popula¬ 
tion basis they are entitled only to 23*8 per cent, of representation in 
either House. Now, if that were all, that would be sufficiently disquieting, 
but the Indian Princes demand, and their demand has been conceded, 
that the executive, that is to say, the ministry shall be only removable 
by the* two-third votes of the two Houses in a joint session, which means 
that the ministry cannot he removed unless the Princes’ representatives 
in the two Houses agree to its being turned out. 

Then it has been said that there will be representatives of the Indian 
Princes in the two Houses who should have a voice not only in matters 
affecting the two Indias. but also in matters of domestic concern, and 
what is most important is. and it has been expressh laid down, that 
where a vote of no-confidence is moved against a ministry even on a 
matter of purely British Indian interest even then the rule of two-thirds 
in which the Indian States will participate would apply. This is very 
brief! \ the constitution of the two Houses and the power of the executive; 
but that is not all Apart from the Princes’ block,, of which Lord Heading 
made no secret, that it would act as a steadying influence upon the 
activities of the two Legislatures, wo have a verv large number of reserva¬ 
tions and safeguards besides Defence and Foreign and Pplitical Relations. 

Onl) the other da) we had to deal with the question of a Statutorv 
Ruiluu) Board. That ib the first reservation or safeguard, added to which 
we ha\e reservations as regards finance, currency and exchange and com¬ 
mercial discrimination. So that, what is left after these reservations and 
safeguards Honourable Members can c isily see, and even that residue 
would be subject to tin; control of the Indian Princes, where they will 
have large weightagc. and the ministry would be irremovable except upon 
tlie joint vote of the two Houses in which the Princes* representatives will 
take part But that is not all At the present moment this House has 
got tlu* sole right of \oting supplies, hut in the new constitution we arc- 
told that this should be a power gi\en to both the Houses. I do not 
wish to gi\e Honourable Members of this House other details far too 
numerous for discussion in a popular Chamber, but I rest content- by 
saving that if the future development ot the Indian constitution is to 
depend upon this conception of federation of the Indian India and British 
India, 1 despair of its success. Honourable Members will stv that, so 
tar as the Indian Princes are concerned, they have taken no part hi being 
parties to the declaration of fundamental rights; they have taken no part 
at all in safeguarding good internal government within their own States; 
tliev have absolute!) emphasised that, so far as their treaty rights are 
concerned, so far as their relations to the Crown are concerned, they 
must remain inviolate. Consequently, while at the present moment 
this Assembh is iu conflict with the British Crown, I foresee in 
the near future under the new constitution that would be established on 
the lines I have indicated a struggle in British India not only with the 
Crown, but also with the representatives of the Indian States. Thus, 
while British India has now a hard struggle, having to fight with the * 
British Indian Government alone how much more difficult it will be for 
her if she is confronted with the Crown and her allies, the Indian 
JYmcos. 
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Such, then, Sir, is the prospect that we see before us in the fruition 
of a new constitution. 1 was reading the other day, and I have no doubt 
that Honourable Members must have done the same, that while some 
Princes are prepared to come into this constitution upon their own terms, 
other Princes are not at all willing to fall into line with the rest. The 
result, is that the question of federation is receding more and more into 
the background, and people in British India are feeling apprehensive that 
if the question of federation is a condition precedent to the evolution of 
reforms, the question of the development of a self-governing constitution 
for British India might bo unduly delaved. Therefore, what \\c desire to 
impress upon the Government is, that whatever ina\ be the question as 
regards the federation of the two Indins, the British Cabinet should 
immediately take in hand the question of the future constitution of British 
India, and that is the line along which Honourable Members \m’ 1I find 
the States of Central and Western liulias have combined and formulated 
a scheme. They sa\, let Government come into closer contact with Indian 
India through the medium of a Council of united India in which matters 
of common interest will be debated and discussed. Well, Sir, whatever 
may be the point, of contact between the two Tndias. what wo on Ibis 
side desire is that the future constitution of India should no longer be 
delayed. 

The second point to which 1 wish to draw r the attention of Honourable 
Members is that it was stated by the Prime* Minister m his speech on 
the ltM-h. January, at the close of the first, conference, that lie would not 
wait for the coming into force of the new constitution but that he would 
see if he could not introduce changes lmiuedmtck in tlu* administration 
of India in consultation with persons possessing administrative experience. 
That pronouncement was made more than a vear ago. hut I am su»r\ to 
find that no such advance has yet been made, which makes me fear that 
even a temporary advance being so long delated, the future constitution 
of this country might perhaps be relegated to the Greek k ilends. 

I, therefore, submit that, whatever may ho the advantages of an all-India 
Federation, we on this side ol the House should impress on the Govern¬ 
ment the desirability of losing no tune in setting on foot- such constitu¬ 
tional changes as were forecasted bv the present Prime Minister in the 
speech lo which I have referred. I further submit, that no time should 
be lost in launching a now constitution for British India and providing 
therein a machinery for bringing into contact tlu* two Tndias. if and when 
possible. That, jn short, is the demand that, I wish to make, and I hope 
that- the House will support me. (Applause ) 

Dr. P. X. DeSouza (Nominated Non-Official): Sir. in rising to address 
the House* on the constitutional question raised by the Leader of the 
Nationalist Party, I wish to confine my remarks as far as possible to the 
history of the Pound Table Conference from its inception up to tlu* present 
time and the possibilities of a solution of the present crisis. When the 
future historian of the constitutional development of this country writes 
k about the progress of free institutions in this land, T venture to submit 
that he will have to record that the history of the Pound Table Conference 
has been a tragedy of errors. It took its origin in the blunder of a great 
English statesman, who did not realise that a self-respecting India w r ould 
refuse to accept a constitution unless some representative Indians were 
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associated in the Statutory Commission and which w r as to frame that consti- 
lution. The all white Simon Commission which he sent out, marched 
through the country amid scenes of disorder and civil disobedience, amid 
scenes of non-co-operation, till then unexampled in the history of India. 

It is true that the caravan passed and the dogs harked, but when the 
caravan reached home, it had no other merchandise to offer to its master 
at the India Office than a si ill bom document in Ihe shape of the Simon 
Heport. The dogs that barked took to themselves the erodil that il was 
their loud barking that made this document still bom. T have, called this 
document ‘-till born, because the Government of the day who suit out 
the Commission consigned it to oblivion. Even the very author® of that 
document refused to mention it in public. It was not even given a decent 
burbil, it was consigned to the* dust bin. 

When attempts were made by the Labour Government to rectify the 
error which its predecessor had committed in selecting the representatives 
of the Simon Commission, misfuture seems to have dogged their steps 
in making the selection; for who were the men who were sent, out to re¬ 
present India at the Hound Table Conference ? Men of eminence no doubt 
in their respective walks of life, but men who, unfortunately, turned out 
to be die-bards in communal matters, men who believed in the polic\ of 
fortilcr in rc without cultivating the art of suavitcr in modo (Mr. A. H. 
(thuznavi' “Does it include Mr. Gandlu also?”) (An Honourable Ment¬ 
ha “He was talking of the first stage.”) 

Sir, what are the results of the two sittings of the Indian ltound Table 
Conference 0 The whole world was watching its progress, but it revealed 
scenes of discord and disunion winch were probably unexampled in the 
lustorv of conferences which had assembled tor the purpose of framing a 
constitution tor a great emintn. After a labour of tw'o sittings, it succeeded 
m giving birth to two monsters. The fust monster was the Minority Pact 
{1 .n ut.-t'nfnnt I Sir Henry (iulney . “Question.”) What is this Minority 
Pact 0 A combination of the most, heterogenous elements that it is po««ible 
to put. together (Hear, hear), a combination of Europeans, Anglo-Indians, 
Indian Christian.**. Mu*-salman**. and Depressed Classes. Is there a common 
bond <>f unions between these people who formed this Minority Pact? Is 
there am common working plan puss.hie between such heterogenous 
elements.’ (An Honourable Member' “Minority is the bond”) The only 
common bond, so far as I can see, between the framers of this Minority 
Pact is the tear of the Hindus. (Lieut.-i'olonel Sir Henry Gitfncy: 
“Not a 1»it ”) Can a pm t established on hatred, on fear of the majority 
coinmunit \, ever work m peace? Was it constituted for the purpose of 
working a peaceful constitution, or was it established for the purpose of 
creating and perpetuating disunion in the country for ever and ever? Sir, 

1 read the other da\ of a happy fannlv consisting of a tiger, a monkey, 
a dog, and a cat, (.In Honourable Member * “Who is who?”) At one 
time persons who kept, animals were rather proud of the different twpes 
they could bring together in a cage. The happy family drew people to 
/ooiogica.1 gardens or to the circus, hut a happy family of the kind 1 have 
described, which constituted the Minority Pact, outside a circus or a # 
zoological garden, seems to me to he entirely impracticable. We have 
heard of the lamb and the lion lying down together. They lie together 
only in story books, and in real life I think the place of the lamb is 
inside the lion. (Laughter.) That, unfortunately, happens to be the posi¬ 
tion in which the community to which I belong finds itself in this Minority 
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Part. (.*1 h Honourable Member : “What is that oommunity?”) I will 
tell you,—I belong to the Indian Christian community, a community which 
numbers nearly six million people according to the last census,—the third 
largest in India. (An Honourable Member: “Fourth largest.“) If you 
look at the table of representation provided for this Indian Christian 
community. 

Mr. X. Ahmed (Bajshahi Division: Muhammadan Bural): You admit 
that the depressed classes have gone away from \our cage and famih. 

Dr. t. X. De&ouza: You will find that the Indian Christian cornmunit} 
is to be represented as follows. While there arc 4 representatives in the 
Upper Chamber for Europeans numbering about 120,000, one representa¬ 
tive for Anglo-Indians numbering about 100,000 I think, and 0 representa¬ 
tives for the Sikhs numbering about 2\ millions, there is only one represent;! 
tive for the Indian Christian community numbering six millions. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi (Nominated Non-Official): What was \our Pannirselvam 
doing'.' 


Dr. F. X. DeSouza: If the lamb wishes to Ji\e with the linn, its onlv 
place is inside the lion, and Mr. Pannirselvam found himself inside the lion. 
(An Honourable Member • “What about Buddhists and Parsis?”) Takt 
the Lower Chamber The Europeans numbering 120 000 have 12 re pre¬ 
sentatives in that Chamber. Anglo-Indians get ft and Sikhs 10 and the 
Indian Christians have 7 representatives with a population of 0 millions 
(An Honourable Member' “TTow mum hn\e \ou got now?") Christian- 
in this Assembly have onlv one nominated representutne. owing to tin- 
difficult} in forming a constituent*} for a community whi< h is scattered all 
over India. 

Now', I proceed to the provinces and Bombn\ is the province with which 
T am best acquainted. In the City of Bombay and the Cit\ of Karachi, 
which forms part of the Bombay Presidency, then- is a large influential 
and educated Indian Christian community. Honourable Members familiar 
with Bombay cannot deny that. What is the representation provided bv 
this minority pact for the Indian Christian eoimnunii} in the Bombay 
Legislature? The total population, according to the Infest census of Indian 
Christians in the Bombay President*}, is more than ft(H),000 The propor¬ 
tion of literacv, taking not onh primary but also -eeondar\ and higher 
education, is more than (SO per cent , and tin* number of r(*presentatives 
provided is just 2 out of a total number of 200 Is it possible to speak 
with moderation of a poet which allows such iniquities to be perpetrated 
in its name? 

I said that the second Bound Table Conference gave birth to two 
monsters. One was the Minority Pact and tile second was the federation 
between British India and Indian India, on which my Honourable friend 
the Leader ol the* Nationalist Party descanted with such eloquence I« 
it possible to form a working federation between extreme autocracy and 
• extreme democracy? As was pointed cut by Lord Beading himself in th«* 
course of his speeches at the Bound Table Conference, previous historv 
has show'n that when extremes of this kind federate together, unless there 
is great tact and discretion, the result probably in the long run wall be a 
civil war between the two federating elements, or if there is no civil war, 
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a complete subjection of the one by the other, and Heaven help British 
India when it is confronted with the possibility of a conflict with Indian 
India. Sir, this is the result of the second Bound Table Conference. 

Now, various committees such as the Franchise Committee, the Federal 
Finance Committee ami the States Committee are scouring the length and 
breadth of the country as a preparation for the third sitting of th • 
Bound Table Conference and the dogs continue barking, while the caravan 
shows signs of shedding some of its important elements. My Honourable 
friend the Leader ot the Opposition said that the Princes of Western India 
are gradually realising what the implications of the proposed Federation 
maj he and art* showing signs of restiveness. Again a large proportion of 
the* Moslems of India have* said that as it is impossible to settle the com¬ 
munal question, lhe\ would leave il to the British Government to settle 
it and will accept its verdict. 

Sir Abdullah Suhrawardy (I Surd wan and Presidency I >i visions Mtiharn 
mad tin liural) The Moslems never said that they would accept the verdict 
of the British Government 

Dr. F. X. DeSouza: Anyhow they submitted the matter to the arbitra¬ 
tion of tin* British Government. Cntil that k done, they refuse to eo- 
operate with the working of the Bound Table constitution Now what, is 
the otln r side of the picture? \W find that the Congress has declared open 
war With the Government established b\ law and the Government estab¬ 
lished 1»\ law has no other nltemati\e but to bring all its powers to bear 
on crushing this mou-nn nt Sir, the Government is ; -t war with the 
country, that w the condition of things we see today Disorder prevails 
even win re Those who do not sympathise with the Congress are in a 
state of deep and sullen discontent on account of the delay m prumulg itins 
tie* retortns We li\e mnkr Ordinance Baj and Inihi B.ij 1 entreat the 
British Goyeminent with all the force at my command not to wa.t till 
the bound Table Conference prepares its report to inaugurate the new 
constitution Thcr report will not represent the voice of United India: 
because the leaders of the intelligentsia arc neyer behind prison bars. It 
wdl necessarily take a long time before the conflicting interests art* 
reconciled by agreement. In the circumstances I think the country will 
accept a constnution trained by the British Government. The country' has 
g'vif contideiua m the Premier The British Government has already 
decided how far it will go With all the emphasis at rm command, 1 
ask the British Government to give us that constitution soon and put an 
end to this repression, the sullen discontent and disorder and then only 
will there be peace in the country. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Qidney (Nominated Non-Official): Sir, I had 
no desire to interycno in this debate, but the remarks made just now by 
my Honourable fraud Dr DeSouza have compelled me to speak Sir, 

I listened to tin* very eloquent discouise of the Loader of the Opposition 
on this motion 1 noticed not with much difficulty evidence of a personal 
element, showing a strong conflict between appointment and disappoint-* 
mctit*. I have no doubt that the Honourable Member is very very' dis¬ 
appointed: he was not a member of the Round Table C onference, and 1 
found no difficulty in discerning in his speech a note of personal disappoint¬ 
ment that he was not on this Committee. 
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Sir Haii Singh Gout: On a point of order. Is the Honourable Member 
in order in ascribing to any speaker a personal motive, namely, that his 
views are tainted by the fact that he was not appointed to the Hound 
Table Conference Jt is a personal reflection. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Bahinitoola): The Chair 
holds the \ie\v that it is unparliamentary to attribute personal motives 
to Honourable Members. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: The intention of my observation was 
not a personal motive, blit it may ha\e been a personal gain. Apart from 
his eloquence. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: I rise to a point of order. Sir. M\ friend has 
now aggravated the position, instead of calling it a personal “motive”, ho 
said it was a personal “gam”. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: Sir, 1 really used the word “gain”, 
i.r., "political gam’*—I dul not mean "personal gam” or “personal 
aggrandisement", but political gam. i.c . connected with his leadi r«hip of 
the Nationalistic Party. J never meant am thing personal. 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member will have to choose his words 
properly. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: Thank you. Sir. 

Mr. President: Honourable Members are hert U"t for am personal 
gain 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: I am sorry I ha\e bc< n misunder¬ 
stood, I shall be mure careful, Sir. Apart from tlu lemaiks m.ule b\ the 
Honourable* tin* Leader of the Opposition m which lie seemed to me to 
ridicule—to iw a verv mild word—the whole of the aeti\ities of the 
Hound Table Conference and the assistance rendered to it by tin* tiovern- 
incut- of India and the Simon ('onmihMon. lie Merited to tliink that 
be alone has the perquisite of intelligence and to him alone lists been 
given the ability of constitution-linking I think some other Members 
on the Opposite "Benches are also suffering \er\ badly loan that obsession, 
but I flee that their numbers are iodax .aided to by my friend. Dr. 
DeSouza. T)r BeSouza I am sure initiatid this di^eussioii, for one main 
reason w T ilh which 7 am in entire accord and sympathy. This reason 
being, be consider* the representation ni Indian Christians agreed upon in 
the Minority Pact to be inadequate. 1 eertamh ha\e everv sunpathy 
with him, and 1 wholeheartedly support him in his complaint. But 
does 7)r l)i Souza realise that in presenting tin’s point of view he is con¬ 
demn in g not only -this Minority Pact but his own representative Mr. 
Pamir Sol vain 1 Sir, that Minority Pact, in my opinion, was the principal 
constructive work of a practical nature that the Bound Table Conference 
•did. (Hear, hear.) Sir, the Simon Commission s Beport is supposed to 
have been shelved. Honourable Members how’ever will not lie surprised 
to hear that the Simon Beport is very much alive and still holds the 
field, and that it is the most exhaustive, the only authentic and the only 
reliable document in the field, despite the satirical remarks made against 
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it by the Leader of the Opposition,— and may I say, Sir, it is the only 
document that is today being seriously considered by all schools of political 
thought even including Sir Tlari Singh Gour. (Hear, hear.) Sir, the 
Honourable Member was a member of the Indian Central Committee but 
he j.< remarkably silent ori Hint Report. Why? T would like to know 
what his opinions were* on the anticipated and suggested conference while 
he was on that Committee and in the confidence of the Simon Commis¬ 
sion. Has lie forgotten th.it? Did he not as a meinb'r of the I. C. 
Committee co-operate with the Simon Commission, and was not the 
Round Table Conference the outcome of its Report 7 Did he in his 
Indian Central Committee Report object to the creation of Round 
Table Conference? Let him answer th.u ipastim to this Hoiw. Anyhow 
\\e ha\e had two Round Tab!'* ConhTonct r» md each one his made ltg Re¬ 
port. The Mmoiity Pact that was pr» sented to tin* last Round Table Con¬ 
ference was a pact to which some minorit\ communities were dmen by the 
attitude of that much-respected leader of the Congn^s Party, Mahatma 
Gandhi (Hear, hear ) Sir. it wis Mahatma Gandhi who drove these 
minorities to this pact llad it not been for his stubborn and, to my 

mind, illogical iviiis.il to recognize the riglils of certain minorities, we would 
never ha\c made that pact, holy or unholy, acceptable or unacceptable as 
it mav seem to mv Flonouiable iVend, Sir Han Singh Gour, and other 
Members ot tin*. House. 'I he pu//lo to my mind w*as while Mahatma 
Gandhi was prepared to recognise th»* conununal rights of Muslims and 
Sikhs and Hindus in those Pio'inces in which they are m the minority, 
In- r* fused this to depre^i-d ehe-C'-, Indian Christians. Europeans. Anglo- 
Indium and others Indeed it was tliK menttd somersault that, converted 
the ‘aM sceno letore tin- emtain leli on file Mage of the final Plenary 
Si ss-on ol the second Round Tab!.* Conference into a tragedy—or shall 
T call it a comedy—mav >»• “final enactminG' would he a belt *r description. 
Sir, l.*t me tr\ end tell this House bow I visualised that last scene On 
the mu* sid< of i gulf dueling tin f^o sits of players. J hit T could see 
the ro\er«d Mali uni t Gandhi, clothed in the garb of—lot me say — 
Ernpi rnr Ch.uidra Gupf t and close by his side were his Lieutenants 
Pandit Malnvix.i and Dr Moonie. tlie latter clothed in the shredded 
laments of Simajee Xot fu* from Ins side was discernible the doughty 
Sikh champion tin worths shadow* of Ennjit Singh On the other side of 
the gulf I i '>uld the < tln*r s,.f of pUyers led b' His Highness the Aga 
Khan, hinisell eluthcd in the garb ol Aurang/eh and huddled around him 
wen* the mnionties drl\en by Mr (iandlu to his side for succour and 
help Petw i'i'u these s,-fs of actors as they played their game of political 
chess—im *rund S;r H.u« Singh Goin* would prefer to call it. “political 
bluff”. I saw* *h“ Prime Minister of England with h ; s two Lieutenants, 
the Lord Chancellor and tlm Secretar\ of State for Indu oocupving the 
position of Referee or Umpire While the Mahatma held the Queen 
piece and the Aga Khan operated the King piece, we the minorities were 
represented on that board in the shape of pawn? Put as the game pro¬ 
gressed the bolder of the Queen piece. Mahatma Gandhi, refused to play 
with the pawns and so these pawn* declined to plav or remain on the 
hoard and so decided to enter into a pact among themselves—in other words 
to plav their own game without the Mahatma. But the most unfortunate * 
part of this game was that Mahatma Gandhi who I said held the Queen 
piece and His Highness the Aga Khan who held the King piece, instead 
of mating with each other, expended their tactics and energies to checkmate 
each other, and the final result w*as that the Minority Pact with His 
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Highness the Aga Klian was formed, and in that pact was included the 
representative of Dr. DeSouza's community Mr. Pamir Selvara. Unfor¬ 
tunately for us there was a schism in the Indian Christian community, 
one member representing the Homan Catholics joined the Pact while the 
other representing the Protestants did not do so and that, was the reason 
why there was a division in their ranks. Dr. DeSouza in his criticisms 
certainly does not pay any compliment to his representative on the 
Hound Table* Conference, oil tile contrary he tries to discredit his efforts. 
Tt was Dr. DeSouza s duty holding tin* views he does to have held 
meetings in the country and to have cabled his demands to his representa- 
tue in England on the Hound Table Conference. Had lie done so, I am 
sure Mr. Pamir Selvam and the Minority Pact would have been influenced 
and guided (Hear, hear), but to complain now is lmrdly playing the 
game Sir, T tell this House that this Minority Pact is no humbug. This 
Pact is going to stand, and T confidently hope that rnv Moslem brothers 
will support me m my statement. {Voices: “Yes ”j Sir. I take this 
occasion to thank the Muslim Group at the Hound Table Conference some 
of whom art* in this Honourable House toda\. for their steadfast loyalty 
to tlie other minoritii *». Tliev refused to be tempted by the clever baits 
that vert* offered them b\ Mahatma Gandhi and others m London to 
desert and they stood by their word of honour, and tliev stood by tlit* 
pact. All honour and credit to them, but let us not relax the intentions of 
this Pact, let us strengthen and cement it After all, what has that Pact 
dom That Pact has shown to the British Nation as also to India that 
there is a body of people totalling one hundred and sixty millions, more 
than one-third of India's total population, including Indian Christians, 
which ni\ friend, Dr. DeSou/a, said is the third largest community in 
India, but which I think is the fourth largest.—thu^* Hindus, Muslims. 
Deprived Classes and Indian Christians. 

Dr. F. X. DeSouza: The Depressed Classes are included among the 
Hindus? 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: The Depressed Classes are a separate 
community and have demanded separation troin Hindus so they are tin* third 
largc-t community 1 repeat that the .Minority Pact represented one 
hundred and si\t\ millions of people, who demand that then* \oice h« beard 
by the rest of India and who will see that their voice is listened to, 
despite being called a monster by J)r. DeSouza This House will yet 
know the power ot that monster. That child was neither a monster nor 
anything that Dr DeSou/a might describe it, and 1 want him to appre¬ 
ciate that the Indian Christians go to form part of that monster. Sir, 
I wav very sorry to hear Dr DoKou/a call into question the representative 
character ot the delegates who constituted the Hound Table Conference. 
Sir, on the floor of this House 1 flatly contradict that charge—I submit 
the Hound Table Conference was fully representative of all communities 
and political parties in India. It Dr. DeSouza still thinks otherwise I 
call upon him or anv Member of this Honourable House to answer me : 

# Was Mahatma Gandhi the* sole representative in the Hound Table Con¬ 
ference of the Congress? Can anyone in this House deny that? If he 
does, let him say wdio else was considered by the Congress as its sole or 
additional representative? Indeed that Party would have no other voice* 
but that of Mahatma Gandhi’s to represent them at the Round Table 




THE GENERAL BUDGET—LIST OF DEMANDS. 


1967 


Cunlerenco. That is question No. 1, answcred'against Dr. DeSouza’s 
<*harg“. Next, will anyone deny that the late revered Sir Muhammad 
Shaft and His Highness the Aga Khan and such stalwarts as Mr. Ghuznavi 
and Mr. Fazal Hikj from Denial and J)r. Simla at* Ahmad were represen¬ 
tative oi the Muslims? I hear no denial not t ven from Dr. DeSouza 
and so question No. 2 is answered. Again, will any one deny that Sir 
Ali Imam w.is the elected representative oi National Muslims? 
s 1 M ' Will he den.v that Sir Trj Bahadur Sapru was a most efficient 
representative oi the Liberal Party? 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru is not a Liberal; he himself 
has »t,ited that puhlu 1\. 

Lieut.-Oolcnel Sir Henry Gidney: 1 am not anxious to know Mr John’s 
opinion .k to whether Sir r J ej Bahadur Sapru is a Liberal or a Labourite, 
but this in ucdi 1 do know that the rt present at i\e of labour in this House 
i«. not onl\ not Libei.il m Ins Labours but lm never 1 lils to belabour 
the illiberal it v of bis n«*vv s on opinions » xpivs^d against him I ask 
w;■ ~ not the Bight Honour dde Mr Srinivasa Sastri the representative 
<. the M.ulr.iv. Lilier.il scIhk. 1 of thought'' W:w not Sir C P. An.ir also 
1 in r« p*esentalive >f Madras Liberals? Was not Sir A. Patro the ropre- 
ntative ol his eomiiiuiiit v ’ Was not Dr Moonje the representative of 
the If ndu Mali .i.s,i bliii 1 \\ ,i«. not Sir Hubert Carr the representative oi the 

I'je'ope.m mmmunitv in 1 h«1m cud Sir (Vvv.isp Jeimngir one of the le iding 
representatives of his eommunitv and the Liberal Parts? And last but not 
lend. \i-h not Ftud.itorv Tn lia inilv r.«pit rented by tin* Indian Princes who 
attended tlit* Hound Table < ’oiifereiiee ^ hoe*> Dr DeSou/ i or this House 
need am further proof of the trulv repn s. ntaii\e charm ter <>» the Bound 
Table Conference I ..-k how rail urn one m this House say that the 
le.uud Table (Vnferenre \\a- not trulv ri preventative oi all the repre¬ 
sent dive political thoughts and parties in India including Mahatma 
Gandhi Koi am one to turn round now tl nd sav that that Conference 
was not representative ot India is an insult to the representatives who 
were there and also to those associations and bodies who wore consulted by 
Rts Evelleney the* Yicerov and in response to whose invitation they sub¬ 
mitted certain names for Ills selection. The Bound Table Conftivneo was 
eert linlv a representative hodv As to whether flint body was successful 
Mi the achievement a Federation or a Confederation m India, is quite 
a different matter. But tills much 1 must s.iv it u wholly wrong for am* 
Honourable Member in this Hoiim. more espeeiallv on the part of Dr. 
DeSou/a to stand up today and s.iv that the Pound Table Conference was 
not a representative hodv 

Dr. F. X. DeSouza: T rbe on n point of personal explanation. Sir. 

7 dal not sav that, ilthough T might h..ve -aid that, tbov were not. repre- 
sent.dives of the people What I did sav was that the lenders who 
attended the Pound Table 1 Conference were men who. however eminent 
they niav have been, were not elected by the nation. 

Lieut-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: T am very glad to have bis nmplifi-* 
ration but it makes Dr DeSouza’s position more awkward and untenable. 
Tlie fact remains that he did say that the Pound Table Conference waft 
not representative of Tndia, surely it. was not because Dr. DeSouza did 
not represent bis eommunitv tluTo Win should he at this time decry 
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his own representative who joined us in the Minority Pact? Sir, Dr. 
BeSouza concluded his remarks by savin" “Withdraw the round tuble”. 
Sir, it was not a round table; it was an oval-shaped table and goodness 
knows what shape it will be when the Conference meets for the third 
tune May be, should Dr. DeSouza and Sir llari Singh Gour be repre¬ 
sentatives at the next Conference, the table will he shapeless. (Laughter.) 
Does Dr DeSouza want to put the Deport of the Conference into the' dustbin 
as the .Mover said had been the fate of the Deport of the Simon Commission” 
He member there are many valuable things found in dustbins. lie said 
that he did not want reforms. Then, what does he want? Does he want 
thi' Indian Central Committee's Deport to be accepted? 

Mr. President: Order, order. The Honourable Member is addressing 
the Honourable Member (Dr. DeSou/a) directly ; he ought to address the 
Chair 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney; If he doe- want that report, then 
the only gilt India will recci\e as a measure of reform wii! he a Supreme 
Court tor India which has become the hah\ of the Leader of the Nationalist 
Party Does he seriously mean fin* House fi» helie\e that Indian* will 
acvepi a constitution framed by the Prime Minister and the British 
(e»\eminent 41 Surely, nobody on tin opposite side will join with him 
in this request If that is to satisfy Indian aspirations, then There would 
he no need tor this Awmbh and no need for this cut motion of Sir 
Hari Singh (lour. Sir. there has been a lot of idle talk and there has 
been a lot ot nonsense talked about tin* composition and achievement** 
of the Hound Table Conference and wlnn one stops to enquire who the 
critics are it is found that these complaints gencralh emanate from 
those who were not represented mi it TIiom who criticise tin* 

Pound Table (*« inference must realise that the delegates went 
there with a lull purpose and determination to serve India: it they 
have not been able to complete their task, it i- not entirely their fault 
It is the*"result of an accumulation of various matters particularly the 
unsettled communal problem No one deplort * that unsettled condition 
more than I do, for I consider it to be the foundation stone on which 
the future constitution of India can he framed Without that foundation 
stone well and truly laid, no structure, no new India, ran he built. It 
is admitted that that was one of the chief reasons wh\ the Pound Table 
Conference could not come to any* final conclusion. Hut. Sir o\cn ii the 
Conference has not come to a final decision on all points, if the* Prince* 
are still unsettled on the question of a Federal India, if responsihillf\ in 
the centre is still in the balance, if finance and defence are still reserved 
subjects and if Paramountry of Power is still to he retained in the Crown 
in perpetuity and lastly even if minorities are still unsatisfied, none will 
deny that if we did not come to a settled plan we brought hack to Tndia. 
a plan for settlement which the present committees are trving to settle 
'And this House is certainly the proper place for this settlement to be 
discussed. T can assure the House* that no gain will be achieved if w f e 
indulge in such criticisms at this late hour as to the representative 
character of Ihe members of the Hound Table Conference. Let us stop 
thlp bickering and together set to work to gain for India her goal on con¬ 
stitutional lines. The Minority Pact is out to achieve this end w'ith your 
help or without it, hut let us all work together to attain this end 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Twenty Minutes Past 
Two of the Clock. 
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The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Twenty Minutes Past Two 
of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: The Honourable the Leader of the Nationalist 

Parti made a fairly long speech, liut 1 must confess that I do not 
know still what is Ins mam point. His speech did not raise any definite 
issue. He did not tell us what his constructive proposes were for the 
future constitution of India. He begun b\ giving us a bit of history, 
commencing from 1017. He. told us that the Imperial Conferences had 
already recognised the* claim of India as an independent Dominion. Then 
he told us that Mr. Churchill states that India is a Dominion for cere¬ 
monial purfMjscs. He also quoted from Mr. Wedge wood Benn, say¬ 

ing that India is a Dominion m action. But mv own view' is 
that India is not a Dominion onK for ceremonial purposes, 
nor a Dominion to-dav really in action. India to-day is 
growing into a Dominion. The Bound Table Conference was intended 
to mark the stage which India should reach iminediatclv towards that 
goal The Leader of tin* Nationalist Parti made a complaint that the 
Bound Table (’onteivnce had forgotten the picuotis history of the ease and 
that tin* Confrreiice should h.»\e insisted upon India being made realli 
and t»*uli a Dominion inmiediatelv The Honourable Memhcr w r as a 
Meinh-r <>l w hat is called the Centra! Committee As a member of that 
Committee I thought he would hair put forward proposals which W'ould 
crane!t India nnmediateh into a Dominion But I found he did nothing 
ot the sort 1 was therefore much disappointed with his speech. Tt is 
quite true that tin* Bound T.ibl. Conference did not contain a good repre¬ 
sentation <»1 the Legird.iti\»• Ass t nihh 1 nnselt feel tiiat that was <* 
verv gieai defect of the personnel ot the Bound Table Conference. At 
flu* sunn turn* it is not true that the Conference was not rtally a repre¬ 
sentative both. \\ * would lia\t* all preferred a larger representation of 
the Legislating* Although that is a defect, .vet that defect is not so serious 
that w«* should ail«»w people to challenge the representative character of 
that Coufitence The Bound Table Cotderence had proposed a Federation 
for India I am one of those who fet 1 that the proposed Federation is 
not a perfect one It mav not even deserve the name of a Federation 
The pioposrd Federation does nut even provide for a common citizenship 
for the whole of India Indian States are insisting that their citizens should 
he only riti/ens of the respective States and they should not acquire by 
tin* States joining the Federation a common citizenship; even after the 
Federation. Indians from British Tndia will not have h right to move into 
an Indian State as citizens of the Federation. They will have no right 
to acquire property in an Indian State In right of common citizenship#. 
There will he n»» common criminal law nor common civil law for the 
Federation. It is quite clear therefore that a Federation of this kind is 
not a perfect one The Honourable the Leader of the Nationalist Party 
stated that, although some Indian States w'oro ready to join the Federation, 
many of the States were now trying to back out. or at least mnnv of them 
were hesitating to join the Federation. T do not know why the Indian 
States should at all hesitate to come into the Federation. Wlmt do they 
stand to lose thereby? Tf you study the proposals which are adumbrated for 
this Federation, you will find that the Indian States do not propose to 
give up the slightest power which they at present possess There is not 
a single proposal which is placed before the Bound Table Conference or 
accepted by the Conference which will deprive the Indian States of any 
functions which they are at present performing, Secondly the Indian 
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States do no! propose to sacrifice even a bit of the i even no which they 
are at presen t collecting. They do not sacrifice any j)o\ver or 1 unction, 
but on the other hand the proposals for Federation are such that the 
Indian States are going to get represent .it ion in the* Federal Legislature and 
also in the Federal Executive. The Indian States are also asking lor the 
letroeession of their territories, the retrocession of certain revenues and 
also jurisdiction. Under these cin mnsi.mces, I do not know xvliy the 
Indian States should bo at all hesitating; on tin* contrary they should be 
very glad that they arc going to get power over British India, and if you 
go into details you will find that, although railways an* going to be made 
Federal, it is tin* British Indian llailw.ivs m Inch an* to In* Federal, and 
if the Indian States possess am railways, they an* to be State railways. P 
is the British Indian Post <)liie**s winch an* to be Federal; if there are 
any Post Ollices maintained by the Indian States they are to he eoiitrolled 
by the Indian States themselves It is the Biltish Indian mrieiin which 
is going to be Federal If any Indian State has its own currency, that 
currency is going to he eontiolled by that State* It is the British Indian 
revenue on Customs which is going to he federahsed, if am Indian State 
possesses (Tistonis ivyenue. th.it St ite. 1 am told is In be eompensated 
for the loss of that rnt'iiiK*. Under the**.* cireuinsianees I do not know- 
why the Indian States should at ill hesitate It true 1 Iki t \\i bear m 
newspapers that eertam States. especially those States whieli have got 
ports, are making a noise, that they do not propose to jnm the I\«h ration 
Th" reason is ohyious; they get revenue iiwm Customs, ,md they w »nt to 
negotiate with British India for compensation for that i*y«mi. If they 
at once say that they would join the Federation tin ir hands will be 
weakened They an* in a very strong position *md they are placed in 
that strong position by the Britishers •md b\ tin* ti'ivMium lit of India or 
at least by the British (loverninont It is the BntLh C«oyeminent and 
the o-presentativos of the British Parliament that ^t-.tid Hi..f then* will 
be no central responsibility in British India nr in India unless the Indian 
States join in the Federation. That lias given the Indian Stabs the 
strongest position Thev feel that- there cannot be am* constitutional 
reforms in British India unless the States agree to j.an Vnd« r these 
circumstances it is quite natural that the States should dictate their terms 
tons. Thev have dictated their tonns. and \ye under pressure and perhaps 
under difficulty have accented, nr at least some of ns havi accept'd, 
because there is absolutely no other wav. 

Mr President, the Honourable the Leader o» the Nationalist Party* also 
went into certain other details, such as the represent-it ion of Indian States 
in the Federal Legislature. T quite agna with him that i he Indian States 
ue asking for represent at ion in the Ft dernl Legislature much more than 
thee d* serve, and there wire voices raised in tie* Federal Structme (\»m- 
mittep against the grant of lhaf represent ation. and that question has not. 
vet been f'Tvdly settled Then he aL > mentioned several other detail* of 
the constitution, such as. that no ministry should he dismissed unless a vote 
of a two-thirds majority is carried against it T m\*<lf do not. agree with 
such . proposal If a ministry* cannot have a majority in the House, it. 
cannot remain in power if it has got self-rcwperf and to attempt to keep 
a ministry in power unless there is a two-thirds majority against it really 
means that von are going to get a ministry which has absolutely no self- 
respect because that ministry will not be able to carry its legislation in 
thi House. That Ministry will not be able to get the supplies which it 



THE GENERAL BUDGET—LIST OF DEMANDS. 1971 

wants. Then, Sir, he also mentioned one or two other details into which 
I do not wish to go. 

My Honourable friend Dr. DeSouza raised the question of the minori¬ 
ties pact. 1 do not wish to go into the details of that pact. I quite agree 
with him that the Indian Christians have been let down in that pact, but 
that is not the object with which I am referring to it. 1 refer to the 
minorities pact for this reason, that that pact makes no sound proposal 
for the representation of the working classes. They make one proposal 
in that pact about the representation of various interests which perhaps in 
their view includes the labour interests. Their proposal is that each 
community, Mussulmans, Europeans, depressed classes and Anglo-Indians, 
should provide for their own workers as they like. Mr. President, this 
is not a statement which is likely to please either the Hindu or the 
Mussalmun or the Anglo-Indian or the depressed class workers. In the 
first place if you accept the proposition that each community must provide 
for the representation of its workers, then I myself feel and man\ workers 
including Hindus and Mussalmans feel, that their ranks are bound to be 
divided Whatever the middle classes and the richer classes may desire, 
the working classes in India—and I speak in the name of the working 
classes both Mussalmans arid Hindus-—do not want their ranks to be 
divided We are at present working very harmoniously in our trade union 
movi ment We ha\e no differences as regards religion, because we do 
not recognise nnv religion in onr economic questions. Mr President, we 
feel that if we trv to secure representation b\ various communities our 
ranks will be divided. T feel that the representation of the working classes 
in the Legislature is a very valuable right, for the working classes But 
if inn nsl: me to make a choice between having n presentation in the 
Legislatures and having the ranks of the working classes divided. I shall 
have no hesitation in stating that T shall rather sacrifice representation in 
the Legislatures rather than ha\o the working class movement divided 
into Hindus and Mussalmans Mr President that i« the defect o* 
minorities pact I quite agree that so far the work of the Bound Table 
Conference has not \et been completed and there are still several defects 
But wo all stand for the work of that Bound Table Conference for one 
reason and that reason is th«s The time has gone by when the present 
constitution can work satis r actoril\ The present Government of Tndia can 
only earrv on its work by means of Ordinances, and T am sure the Govern- 
m nt (»f India themselves will agree that a constitution in which the 
Government have to earrv on their ordinary work bv Ordinances is not a 
enn-t itution that is fit to last even for a day Wo therefore feel that a 
Federation, which may be even imperfect, is acceptable to the present 
constitution and to the present Government of Tndia We want a change 
in the constitution. We shall be quite glad if we get a constitution which 
is ve?\ satisfactory to us. but oven if we cannot get a constitution which 
is verv satisfactory to us. we want a constitution which will make a change 
in our present Government of India. We know this Government of India 
cannot last even for a day. It can only function by Ordinances, and there¬ 
fore although the Federation is an imperfect Federation, we will have to 
accept that Federation 

Mr. President, there is only one word more which I want to say I 
have stated verv clearly that the present Government of Tndia can only 
function hv Ordinances and it is a wrong thing. It is perhaps on un¬ 
pleasant thing for them that they should continue in existence hereafter. 
Therefor© the best thing which the present Government of India and the 
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British Government can do is to bring the new constitution into existence 
without any delay. Let there be no delay in the work of the committees; 
let there he no de\a\ caused b\ any other matter, such vis the decision 
on the communal question. Let these things be done immediately and 
let the new constitution be heralded in without the least delay. Mr. 
President, 1 have done. 

Sir Abdur Rahim (Calcutta and Suburbs: Muhammadan Urban): 
Mr. President, 1 am in agreement with a great deal of what was said by 
the last speaker, who is himself a member of the Round Table Conference, 
lie recognises that the Legislature in this country should be allowed an 
opportunity to express its views on the momentous constitutional questions 
pending decision. But if 1 could understand the drift of Sir Henry 
Gidnev’s speech, he seemed to resent am expression of view's on the 
work nl the Pound Table Conference at afl Sir, 1 am rather surprised 
That- a well-known Member of this Assembly should question the right of 
the Assembly to express its views and to criticise the proceedings of the 
Pound 'ruble Conference. The whole future of the Government in India 

m the melting pot, including the fate of this Legislature and other 
Legislatures throughout the country That being so, it is inconceivable 
to me \\h\ a proper opportunity should not have been allowed to us to 
t xpre-v our \ »ews on the issues now* pending for legislation. Sir. after 
every sitting of the Pound Table Conference, an opportunity was afforded 
Jo the British Parliament to debate on the proceedings of that Conference. 
7he proceedings ot the two Conferences affect- us far more intimately than 
they do Great Britain and yet the Legislatures of this countr\ have not 
h» on afforded a proper opportunit\ to discuss these questions. One should 
have expected that the Government would take the earliest opportunity 
otter each sitting of the Conference to place the proceedings before this 
House and invite discussion on the views expressed in those Conferences 
Th.it not. having been done, the only course left- for us was to avail our* 
sehes <»f such •»pportnnit\ as discussion of the Budget affords It is not. 
the same thing In these discussions it is possible that. \vc shall not hear 
Hie views of the Government of India TIioa might take up an attitude 
sav»ng. “The whole matter has passed from our hands, it is in the hands 
{ the BWtish Government and tin British Parliament- and we have no 
concern with it Therefore this Legislative Assembh has no real concern 
with it’' I do not know whether an\ members of the Government of 
India will take pait in this discussion ProhahK not If not. we shall 
not know what thei” views are on the issues which are agitating th»* 
country. 

T am not one of those who seek to criticise the personnel of the Bound 
' able Conference, but I say it was unjust on the part of Sir TTenrv 
Gjdne\ to suggest motives to the Honourable the Leader of the Nationalist. 
Bart\ I hold it w*as wrong on his part, because lie* must remember that 
on the break-up of the ffr c t Conference we welcomed the delegates hero 
n this House, and we did our best to help thfm in their further delibera¬ 
tions The Conference however has reached n stage when it is necessary 
f v us ,*nd we find if r-\t»*emel\ desirable in the interests of the country, 
that we should make a review of the proceedings of these Conferences 
and exnre-s mn* opinion on the suhiect 

Many of ns at the end of the ^irst Bound Table Conference, when 
was a debate in tbis House, bad doubts, grave doubts as to some 
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oi the proposals, the tentative proposals that were made then . But we 
► oppressed those doubts and encouraged the members of th© Bound Table 
Cuiitereucc to the best of our powers to go on with the deliberations and 
e\ol\e «i sutisiacVory constitution tor the country. Since then, however, 
1 am constrained to say no further progress has been made by the Con¬ 
ference. Ibis is not my opinion alone; it is the opinion of everybody that 
I base talked to; it is the opinion ol the Prime Minister and the Secretary 
<,t State themselves. In the Second Bound Table Conference all that has 
iaon done on the important issues before it was to repeat the declaration 
tii.it was made on the previous occasion by the Prune Minister No 
definite c<inclusions have been reached on any oi the important issues. 
When I heard Sir Henry Gidney—1 was listening to him with great atten¬ 
tion—1 thought he would tell us what had been tlie decisions o* the 
< oiiJen nee on the important questions that have been raised, the more 
"idlent points that have been consider* d tiler**. I remember well that the 
Pnm»* Minister, when la* spoke in Parliament on the results of the first 
Conference, Maid more than once that everything was provisional, even 
now even thing remains provisional Thar is the position. I think the 
>ec retarv *,t Stall. Sir Samuel Hoare, made it quite clear m his speech 
n Parliament that no definite conclusions had been leached. Jf some- 
*f 1111 l happen", something else will happen That is to say, li an all-India 
' < <ii'i.ii imi i" hi ought about, it a practical scheme can be worked out in 
th.it diivetn n. then theiv will be some responsibility in the centre; but 
ri• it i'tI iitw im 1 The matter is left there Then a number of Committees 
have i cun* nut to India and are touring the countr\ — the Franchise Com- 
mttee the State- Inqnii \ Commute', th* Consultative Committee the 
! « d* ral I’m.me* Committee and "<> <-n From what we have been able to 
.ather fi'iin such repoits of the proceeding" of these* Committees as have 
in • n publish'd, tluiv does not serin to have been any agreed decision 
mvid at .*h amv *>t tin imp* rtant questions rlmt were being considered 
f.v the ( ni)"ultati\t C ommittee, which 1 Uliev*- is the most important 
* * mmit’*« of all On all important questions there has been no agreement 
.-ml t la mat tit lui" been left for the decision of His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
in'lit Th* re stems t > be some "oit ot genera] idea that the onl\ possible 
solution ot the constitutional position iv to liave .m all-India federation, a 
♦'deration <•; what is known i" British India with what is called Indian 
Ii.d: » ’hat is th* India tilled b\ the Puling Princes and Chiefs 

Now 1 wish to remind the House of the fact, that the constitutional 
n.pia v which began with the appointment of the Simon Commission was 
held muhr a sic!imt of the Cioverntnent of India Act. section 84\, which 
mp!i» v <,nl\ tn British India and the terms of reference as well as the 
dir*. Tunis rnntained in that section referred onlv t-> the need for a consti- 
:ut* n h>r British India That was the entire scope of the inquirv as con¬ 
templated m section 8-1A of the Government of India Act. I do not wish 
t., read M everv Honourable Membi r ’s aware of and familiar with the 
provisions of that section It is tn find -ait how far the people of British 
India have advanced m education and in other wavs to be able to carrv 
on a responsible Government m th* country. If that were found in the 
negative, that is against them, then there is an alternative also suggested, 
n.imelv ' t restrict responsible Government in India. Tt- was on that 
basis, and with thos«. terms of reference, that the Simon Commission 
.-ime out and tourr-l India * two vonr®. and with the help of the Central 
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Committee ami other subsidiary and auxiliary committees, they made a 
report. Whether that Report has been thrown into the wastepaper 
basket or not, as suggested bv one Honourable Member, or it is still a five 
thing, as Sir Henry Gidnoy says, 1 am not- concerned with that. Hut that 
is the only Report now' before the British Government as regards the 
inquiry that was held under section 84A of the Government of India Act. 
We know how this Round Table Conference was brought about. When 
the Simon Commission was appointed, most of the prominent politicians 
protested agaiust its composition, because it excluded all Indians from 
that bod) There was a boycott of the Commission, and the Congress or 
course refused to take am part in it. Then after the Report was made, 
it was considered desirable by the British Government—T take it on the 
adxice of Lord Tnvm and the Government of India—that there should be a 
Round Table Conference It was at that stage, for some reason or other, 
t-liat- the Princes were also included in the Conference. The Conference 
wa.s held in London Tin* deliberations were followed by us with intense 
interest, and I must admit I was one of those whose imagination was 
seized by the proposal of an All-India Federation at that stage Sir we 
tin*ught. at least T thought, that what was meant was that the future Gov 
eminent of this country was to be handed over to the Princes and the people 
of Pritish India and that there would he im further control of the British 
Parliament o\er the go\eminent of this eountrv. That was whv a very 
large number of us. if not all. were inclined to welcome the idea It was 
m a tentative stage, hut even then we welcomed the idea. becaus“ it was 
worthwhile exploring whether it was possible to have wuch a constitution 

The second Conference m which Mr Gandhi represented the CongresB 
was to come to grips with the definite issues involved in the idea of an 
All-India Federation Sir. T am not concerned with what part Mr Gandhi 
tnok. w lift her h* j was justified in taking up the attitude that he did. whe¬ 
ther that led to the failure of llic second Conference, or even whether ths 
second Conference was generally a failure or ict, I am not concerned with 
all that: but what T snv L this Hint no definite conclusions were arrived 
ct on the important questions. That was the position at the second Con¬ 
ference, and w'c know how Mr Gandhi was induced to take part in the 
second Conference the Trwin-Gandhi pact and so on When the second 
Conference was over, immediately afterwards Ordinances, the nature, 
character and the scope of which have been discussed in this House, were 
issued Those Ordinances are stil] in operation, and T believe to-day we 
shall hear something of their operation in the eitv of "Delhi itself It is 
m these circumstances that the constitution is being made What is the 
result? T do sav. so far as this eountrv is concerned, the whole political 
atmosphere has become unreal, and vita! constitutional issues are being 
considered bv the Committees now in India in a very unreal atmosphere. 
F.ven this House has ceased to take itself seriouslv in the matter, not 
because it is not as keenly interested as ever in the future of the country, 
# but because everv one of us feels that it is idle for us to make anv sugges¬ 
tions or to discuss anything: everything will he decided over our heads, and 
whatever we may say will he utterly ignored, perhaps ignored with con¬ 
tempt. 

Now, Sir. Mr .Toshi. who was a Member of the Conference and !S 
perfectly familiar with its proceedings, far more familiar than we outsiders 
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can be, has pointed out the difficulties in the way of a Federation. He 
m<\s the attitude of the Princes or those who represent the Indian India 
is, “You give us power over British India and we shall retain our power 
over our own territories and you shall not interfere with the administration 
ot our territories”. That is shortly the position which Mr. Joshi has so 
graphical]} described just now. I for one am not opposed to the Princes 
taking part in our future Government, if I am convinced that their partici¬ 
pation in that Government will redound to the good ol India and will help 
us to advance. The question is whether we can entertain any such hope 
or whether a constitution such as is contemplated by some Princes or by 
some representatives of the Indian States is workable at all. 

Now, Sir, there are three parties in the constitution, that is, the people 
ol British India themselves, into whose future inquiry is being held under 
the Government oi India Act, the Indian States, and last but not the 
least, the British Go\ eminent and the British people. Let us take the 
position as it exists, the actual facts and the realities of the position with 
reference to what is called British India and the Indian States. We and 
cur ancestors have been living for 150 years and more under British rule. 
That menus we have been governed by a people used to Parliamentary 
institutions imbued with democratic instincts, and since the inauguration 
of British rule in India, they have been taking pains to spread Western 
education and, to some extent, Western institutions. Every one of us 
tiVmi our childhood has been used to these institutions which have been 
gratted on British India trom the West, and we have been accustomed 
to what is called the rule ot law There can be no doubt, whatever our 

.j differences may he with the representatives of the British 

,,M ‘ people here, we must admit that vve have become so accus¬ 
tomed to British institutions, to European institutions, which ar© 
mainly of a democratic character, that it would he impossible to expect 
us now' to change our mentality and to go back What about the Indian 
States*' Their government is gmeminent by personal rule. The people 
have no voice m that government. It is the ruler who is the source 
of ail law. the head of the administration, he can do anything he likes 
Endei such a Mste.m of government of close personal rule,—I am not 
decrvmg the character of that rule at all—no politics can grow, and I 
do say without fear of any challenge that in no Indian State is there 
auv Mich iluiig .is politics.—even any newspapers. I know' some of the 
bigger States, hut whefhei the people there are contented or not, they have 
no political life whatever Thus, there are two diametrically opposed 
•astems, institutions, mentalities, and T ask with all earnestness, is it 
no^sihle t<i work them together under one Government ns it is proposed? 
I do not know what will happen, but 1 am certain of this, that in the 
immediate future the utmost confusion will prevail. You cannot bring 
together such diverse and opposed elements, and retaining their character 
intact, amalgamate them info one Guvernmont If it were proposed on 
une side or the other. “We are going to change the nature of our Govern¬ 
ment. the nature of the institutions in which wp have been brought up 
and to which we are accustomed and bring it into line with the other side”. 
Man T could understand tli.it there was a chance of approach, a chance 
of amalgamation But no T dr. not think any of the representatives of 
British Tndia has been asked “Are von willing to introduce an element 
c f .uitoerncv in the Government to which your affairs will in future be 
subjected 0 ”. But the Princes have made their position quite clear,—that 
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they will retain intact, unaffected in any wa), their internal sovereignty, 
which means personal rule. If the) are going to introduce any changes 
in their own territories, that tliey sav is no concern of ours, that is, of 
the people of British India. They will do what they like. Therefore 
there is no real intention on the part of either party to approach the other 
and to devise something midway between autocratic rule and democratic 
Government. We want to travel along the path of democracy, as vve have 
been doing for so long. 1 do not want to give up an iota of my liberty; 
on the other hand, we want- further development of liberty of person and 
propertv, rights of association and meeting, and development of political 
life in the country. Have the Princes shown any inclination to allow 
political life to grow in their own territories 0 So far as I have read the 
proceedings, they have not Then, what do thev claim? They claim 
one-third of the representation in the Bower House, half or at least 40 per 
cent in the I’pper Chamber, and thev further claim representation in the 
executive. The) want, as has been pointed out bv Mr ,loshi himself, that 
at least two-thirds majority must support a vote of no confidence before 
am miriLtn goes out 1 ask—there are many Members here who are 
familiar with tin* working <>! the constitution which vve have now in the 
pro\ mcos under diarchy. — whether it is possible under those circumstances 
to change anv ministry The ministry will he an irremovable one just 
like tin* Government of the present dav 

Now. Sir. let us examine their case a little more closely One-third, 
the Princes want in the Lower Chamber. The Muhammadans i>l British 
India as well as the Indian States—I do not know whether the Muham¬ 
madans of Indian States had am voice except through their rulers, m 
the deliberations of the Bound Table Conference, but the Muhammadans, 
as we all know, want one-third ol the scats What is left-*’ Two-third* 
are gone. One-third is left. It is something ridiculous It cannot be 
accepted by anybody. And >ou cannot work it I challenge any on** to 
yyork out a definite constitution on that basis As regards the executive, 
they must he assured of representation in tin* executive, b\ Act «.r con¬ 
vention. I do no| know yyhioh There will he two divisions oi subjects, 
federal as well as central.—central concerning British Indian provinces, 
because so tar as the Indian States are concerned the) xvill be the 
concern of the rulers themselves. y\e shall have nothing to do with them 
Now. supposing that the members of the future Legislature wanted to 
move a vote of no confidence in the ministry on a central subject, the 
Princes or their representatives will have a vote May T know why? 
How can thev have any vote 0 And mind you, they must have a vote; 
otherwise, joint responsibility that is bargained for disappears But yye. 
hi British Tridia. w'ill haw* no yoiee at all in the administration of the 
Indian States Supposing the members of the future Legislature wanted 
to agitate on any important question of policy regarding customs, railways, 
courts. all-India finance, and thev wanted to influence the votes of the 
representatives of the Princes. Will they be allowed to go into their 
territory and agitate there 0 T am sure they will not. No Prince will 
allow that Now’, is that tin sort of arrangement which you expect the 
people will accept 0 No doubt you are hearing no voice now. All voices 
have hcen stifled The Congress. w r ho have been the most vocal people 
in the country, their voice has been removed The Legislature is left 
with matters which are of very little importance and their voice is of 
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little account. But the thousands of Congress people will not be in jail 
for ever, and the temper even of moderates like ourselves may not be 
always the same ias it is. Anyway when the constitution is framed, it 
has to be worked, and then is it going to be worked in the atmosphere of 
Ordinances? Surely the Ordinances will have to be removed. There 
will be freedom of expression then. I do not know who started this idea 
of an all-India Federation. I have tried to ascertain this from many 
friends, but no one has been able to give me that information. It was 
sprung upon the country all at once when the first Bound Table Confer¬ 
ence met and speeches were delivered then*. I do not say that it is not 
an alluring idea Some day or other, it may materialise, but at present 
when the Conference is faced with these difficulties. T do not see that 
any answer has boon given, and I do not know whether there could be 
any agreement on these outstanding questions 

Then. I come to the third tactor in the constitution that is the British 
people us represented by the European community here Naturally they 
are anxious from their point ot view' to have as many safeguards as possible. 
It is proposed that the Governor General, not the Governor General in 
Council, is to have special powers, not merly emergency powers, but 
special powers hi addition What these special powers will be have not 
been defined We know to some extent what the emergency powers arc. 
Those powers arc to be retained That is the proposal. Then there 
must be financial safeguards, and the Viceroy is to have pow r er for borrow¬ 
ing to save the eredh of the country by balancing the Budget and so 
on The question of balancing the Budget has been before us. and we 
know how Budgets are now balanced The Viceroy is to retain special 
powers to balance the Budget We cannot be trusted with these tasks. 
We are not a responsible people We have no stake m the country, but 

the Prince^, undoubtedly have Why cannot thc\ be trusted 0 They 

cannot la trusted cither Then tin re are to be reserved subjects These 
will he defence and foreign r- lations So you have three distinct classes 
of subjects Federal and Central subjects, reserved subjects and special 
power* of the Governor General We all know how difficult it- has been 
for u* to work diarchy What is going to he the name of this new con¬ 
stitution—triarchy ? (,4m Honourable Member * “Anarchy.”) Whether 

it is tn nvh\ or anarchy. whatever th»* name this ’s the constitution 

which is propounded and foreshadowed Who can work that 0 I should 
like t«> know how in m\ Honourable Members are here who can boldly r 
s iy that ’hey ar. equal -<> the task Then S : r, what about t^ le relation 
of the Princes to the Crown or what is called the question of para¬ 
mount c> From 1 fa vor\ first day of the Bound Table Conference, the 
Princes have been very loudly protesting against th.• p ir nneimtcv of the 
Crown being inte v fo*vd with What is the meaning of that? The para- 
rnounte\ of the Crown as I understand it. is exercised through the 
Political Department I should ha^e hked some of the Princes to tell 
me whether they are so fond of the Political Department that they do not 
want to part with it On the other hand T have hoard in private con¬ 
versations that that ; s the vn*v first thing tho\ desire to get rid of. That 
is not- in the proceedings of the Conference If that sort of paramountev 
is not to he retained, then the British Government must bp prepared to 
remove all their 'Residents and Political Agents. Are they going to do 
that, and do Government really think it in the interests of the people 
of those States that Residents and Political Agents should he removed 
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altogether or their powers should be taken away though vested in the 
Viceroy? If it is vested in the Viceroy, it must necessarily be exercisd 
by the Secretariat of the Department concerned through agents. Now, 
has that question been fully and properly considered at the Conference, 
and has any conclusion been reached? Supposing the Princes remain 
under the paramountcy of the Crown under the same conditions as now, 
and they nominated one-third of their representatives in the Lower House 
and 40 per cent, in the Upper House. Will not those nominees be at 
the beck and call first of all of the Pnncos, or rather of their ministers, 
and then of the Political Department? Who will ultimately prevail, we 
all know. The Princes may profess not io know What is the difference 
between that and the present system of diarchy ? As a matter of fact 
we are better off now. We have many quarrels with Honourable Members 
opposite, hut at any rate we deal with men whom we know, with 
whom we have been dealing, w'ho have been working in British India 
and whom wo can tell face to face what we think of them Under such a 
system as is envisaged, w r here will be the possibility of all that ? I venture 
to assert that a system like that will be much worse. Sir. than the 
present (Hear, hear.) Mr. Joshi thinks it will he good for the Prince*. 
T am afraid I cannot agree with him. If will not be good for the Princes 
either The Princes will be plunged into a struggle of which it u very 
difficult to see the end The result realh will he, as I have been saving, 
that there will be confusion all over the country No constitution like 
that can be w'orked smoothly, and the enactors of the Covernmenf of 
India Act of 1919—the British Parliament—were wise enough to confine 
their attention to British India alone, because British India alone has 
been progressing along certain lines, and what we want is the natural 
development of the way in which we have been going Mr doshi asked, 
what is the constructive proposal 0 To mv mind. Sir, tin- constructive 
proposal is perfectly clear. Legislate first for British Tndia T am aware 
there are a number of common subjects—subjects in which the 
Princes are interested and will continue to he interested. They are being 
dealt w'ith now', T take it, bv the Crovernmcnt of Tndia mainly in the 
Political Department. Some disputes arise but T have heard of arbitrations 
which led to satisfactory settlement of those disputes Why must we 
change all that ? Why plunge into darkness? Cannot we proceed along 
these lines 0 Have a constitution for British Tndia: then have a Council 
if you like where representatives of the Chamber of Princes, and the Legis¬ 
lative Assembly of the future will meet and discuss and try to come to an 
understanding. If they cannot, the further course would be quite easy; 
you would leave the ultimate decision to the Supreme Court, or to the 
Vicerov if you like: I have no objection to that. Sir, that is the easy 
wav and that is what w’as suggested, T imagine, by the Simon Commission; 
and T understand that there is a very large body of Princes. T think of 
Central Tndia and Kathiawar and the Western States, who are searching 
for a solution along those lines Tf you do that, there ought to he very 
little difficult v. At any rate w'hat T do submit is that a search for a 
constitution on the lines which have been suggested at the Conference 
is not likely to lend to anv fruitful results. We have alroadv wasted a 
considerable time over these constitutional deliberations. The Simon 
Commission started T think some time in 1927 Lakhs and lakhs of the 
country's monev have been spent. There were two Conferences. A 
number of Committees have come out. Sir, von know whaf the net 
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result, has been on the country. There has been unrest, agitation, intense 
agitation. Why? Because no decision has been arrived at. The sooner 
you can arrive at a decision, the better undoubtedly will it be for all the 
parties. (Hear, hear.) I submit one proposition. Let constitution 
be as simple as possible. Do not introduce unnecessary complications into 
ft. If you do that, then the constitution will work, and nobody’s real 
interests will be injured. 

This leads me to the question of responsibility at the centre. I think 
everyone is convinced that, without some responsihilitv at the centre, the 
constitution really cannot work. If you say, “Have fully autonomous 
provinces, hut leave the centre, the Central Government, absolutely ir¬ 
responsible—let the responsibility at the centre rest only in the hands of 
officials without any responsibility to the Indian Legislature”, then I say 
it cannot work. \Ve know tin* present state of things and that will be 
the state of things m the future. 

Now what are the difficulties from the British point of view r ? Let us 
see that. Defence up are all agreed, should be a reserved subject until 
the Army is Iudianised substantially, which must necessarily take time. 
Then foreign and political relations will he a reserved subject. We do 
not quanvl with that Then what remains? Finance. Undoubtedly 
that. is a very important subject; and unless finance is made responsible 
»nd unless the Legislature lias the final say m all questions of finance 
affecting the eountrx. then in that case tin* same difficulties as we are 
now experiencing will go on Sir. as regards safeguards. I do not think 
am definite proposals haw been made: if we knew what were the definite 
points nn which safeguards are wanted, and if wc found that on those 
point* the interests of the country would not he injured by these safe¬ 
guards. that those safeguards would not hamper the future development 
of the country then in ting ease there would he no difficulty for us in 
accepting such safeguards: hut if it he proposed that the financial safe¬ 
guards must he such that on all important questions—for instance, 

eurrenc\ and exchange—the Legislature will have no voice or no effective 
voice, that the economic development of the country must wait and must 
take the second place so that the commercial interests of Great Britain 
in Tndia may have the upper hand, if it is the idea that there is a conflict 
between the commercial interests of Great Britain and the economic 
development of Tndia then in that case it would be ve>*v difficult for us 
to accept such safeguards But I do not think for one moment that there 
is am real inconsistency between British commercial and trade interests 
and the economic development of Tndia. If vou frame and conceive your 
safeguards in that spirit. \ou w ill have our fullest support Such a con¬ 
stitution as T have pist suggested may still of course he objected to on 
the ground that then* will hed\arch\. But that cannot he helped at 
this stage. but make the rules such that dyarchy can be worked as 

smoothlv as possible No doubt it will have ultimately to give wav to 
one uniform s\stom of government at the centre- you must be prepared 
for that. B\ that time experience during which this dyarchy has lasted 
will he available to \ou Vow T wish to put it to my Indian friends at 
♦he Bound Table Conference and point out that the real reason whv thev 
accepted an all-Tndia federation was that, without it. there would be nc 
responsihilitv at the centre T want them to take their courage in both 
hands and point out tn the British people that there is no sense in this. 
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Why put in these restrictions, limitations and conditions? Supposing, 
for instance, the subjects of Education, Health and Industries, which aie 
now in the hands of Indians, are made responsible to the Legislature, is 
there any clanger of the system not being worked properly or that the 
Government will not be stable? I submit all such fears are groundless. 
Sir. I must make it perfectly clear in concluding that I ain not one of 
those who think that nothing good has come out of the British connection 
or that, we want to cut off the British connection. 1 have never &aid 
that and never thought of it. I do think that it would be disastrous for 
the country if there bo a sudden disruption. It must end m confusion 
and anarchy But short of that, people must be allowed to advance 
along the path on which they have been advancing, and India must have 
a proper status, and the only status jxissibJe for India is that of a Domi¬ 
nion. tlie most important Dominion in the British Empire. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member for (ummerei and llnil- 
ways) Sir, I do not propose to sneak for lnon than a very few minutes 
Honourable Member** will no doubt realise that mi tins parheular cut 't i^ 
not possible for any .Member of the Oo\ernmont to adopt the usual prnc»»- 
dure and to deal seriatim with the various arguments and views advanced 
T do not know whether the House will recall that, when the proceedings of 
the first Bound Table Conference were under consideration last venr on a 
motion, which T moved mw*1f that the Parliamentary papers laid on the 
table regarding the Pound Table Confi reiiee he taken into modern! i< >n 1 
compared mvself to tin local magnate who starts n foot-hall match bv 
k’cking off. and having said so much T sat down 

Whether I am on tin-* occasion more like the ivferee who blow liie 
whistle at the end of the game. I cannot say, but at any rate, I have not 
had the honour of initiating this discussion. 

L was a little Mirpnsed that my Honourable irietid the Leadei oi the 
independent Parly cornpl uned that tile House had hud no opportunity tor 
discussion because 1 remember very well that last year we were approach¬ 
ed on tile subject bv the Benches opposite In the first instance the late 
Mr Bov moved a licxohition that the papers lx hud on the table When 
on hulmli oi the Government I at once agreed that that should be done, 
it was then settled In mutual agreement that there should be a discussion 
on the motion of which I have just reminded the House But, T do not 
recollect that this year anybody put down any iiexniuliou on thu subject, 
or that I wastormally approached from ati\ <|iiarter m the House and .i*ked 
to allot time. L do not know that any practical meiiivemeia e apses from 
it he tael that the matter luis been brought up on the estimate'*, beiaust* 
last year il w’lis found, on the whol«\ the best course to discuss the matter 
on a colourless motion which ha- much the same effect as a token cut 

T have lisp nod. Sir. with great interest lo the discussion which we have 
heard. T was a little bewildered. I must snv. bv th<* speech of tin 
ourable the Mover, because after he had entered rather fully into the his¬ 
tory of the subject, I was left, like mv Honourable friend Mr. Joshi, com¬ 
pletely" at a loss to know exactly w r hnt the practical plan was which he re¬ 
commended for the consideration of the House. That speech was followed 
before lunch by— I will not call it an altercation--but a certain exchange 
of compliments between the Anglo-Indian lion and flic rndian-ChristiaD 
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lamb. I arn glud to say that their intercourse did not end in the absorp¬ 
tion of tlic* lamb b\ the lion, and 1 hope that it ma\ prove a good augur;, 
for the relations of tin* two communities in India in the future constitu¬ 
tion. 

I will coriainh undertake that the discussions which hu\e taken place 
will he eon vexed to His Majesty's Government. I wish to make it clear 
that there is no desire on the part of the Government of India in any way 
to strangle discussion on this subject. and we recognise that thi«- House is 
fulI\ entitled to discuss ii Hut. 1 will also add Uik tb*»t wh .*n aftrr tK* 
Honourable the Mover s,d down this morning, an‘interval of BO seconds 
pissed befon* ;it i\ Memher rose to follow* him. I began to doubt whether 
the House was quite as anxious to discuss the question as at one time I 
had supposed ’t to he That. Si>\ I think, concludes all that T can usefully 
s:e and f rrpr.it rm pmmisc that todax *s proceedings will be forwarded 
to FTi- Majcstv’s Government for their consideration 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: Mi Presid«ui. lest ; t hmv b- s,.id th. ! nor >d’ 
got up within .*#<» seennd«> 1 rise to do so, although I had no intention of 
speaking. Mr President m\ friend the Leader of th- X d’orrdrec Pa v 
who introduced this motion gave n» pas* hisforv and I w <s nth 0 ** sur¬ 
prised 4 n *’T -*t 111 it\ benches f<» listen to hi< word* of wisdom 


Mr. N. M. Joshi: \\h» surpi'sed’ 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: Well. Sn. the sum-total o* h's criticism m the 
beginning was tint «x«iv«»ne including L »rd Heading eould not hav>* 

been acquamtt d wuh liie past «•■ list it ut lona I hi-t«»r\ ot Ind-.» sun •• at least 
PUT. for d th-v w»re tin iKst-.rv of the list two wars would Have hem 
vr'Pen different I IVrsnii.dlv 1 cm onlv » \pr« s N up n g»vt tha: m 

Hononrahle triend w is n<»i .» member of the lo»i»iul Table He- and 

that iccordmg t<> h*^ own version we should have had a constitution by 
now. or «\eu peril i ps ,» » eat ig • Whe. 1 ’*** th it < >iist mt>on w »u'd hw»* 

lasted tor hmiselt to bless todav. I am ven doubtful Put le-'vmg that 
aside tleae has been consider.ibie. and I may say rather unnecessary, 
criticism o» the work d*»n* t<»r the las; two wars. Mv friend. Dr. PeSouza, 
said that ii had brought forth two nn'iistcis One T v is the M Pm* 

ftut he docs not seem to realise that that Minority Pact had nothing directly 
to do with the Conference It was ;m arrangement made by certain mem¬ 
bers ot the Con'.Tenc** outside the Conference. TTe went on to explain 
whv he called it a monster Tt was a monster hoc m<e his own romimimt’ 
had not got ihe lion's share Well. Sir. T call that rather exaggerated 
language to describe an agreement ,°s a m inster because Im does not happen 
t<> have ihe share tie expected Then lie criticised the representative 
character of the delegates of the Pound Table Conference We all know 
that thex wore nominated TTis Maiestv *s Government Vob >d'* Iv^s 
ever pretended or contended that it was anything else. But. T under¬ 
stand that m\ Honourable friend represents the Indian Christians in tins 
TTouse Has he been elected " He is a nominated Member, and with ill 
the strength and emphasis in his povv^r he claims to represent the Indian 
Christians in this House to-dav Considering his own position. T think he 
might have reflected a lift!** more before he called into question the re¬ 
presentative character of the Pound Table Conference. 
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Dr. F. X. DeSouza: May I point out that it was not the representative 
char acter that 1 called into question, but really their method of work. So 
far as 1 remember that was what I said. 

. , i 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: What lie really said was different. His memory 
is a little faulty. He said the Members to'the Round Table Conference 
were not elected, nor is lie to this House. I venture to suggest that he 
might have treated the real representatives of his community who were at 
the Conference with a little more respect I further venture to suggest 
that if he had been an elected Member he might have spoken with some 
justification. 

• j I 

Dr. F. X. DeSouza: T said nothing in derogation oi anything that had 
been done by the representative of my coimmnut\ at the Conference. Ml 
I said was that he was helpless like a lamb in the presence of lions. He 
was a victim of force maieure. 

: I 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: But what lie did imph was that the representa¬ 
tive of his community let him down. Lot that pass. 

What was it that the Conference accomplished on the second occa¬ 
sion? T quite realise, and no one realise* more than those who were pre¬ 
sent, that on the whole we might have been able to accomplish more than 
we did. We fully realise, and T think ^vcry one realises, that no definite 
conclusions were arrived at. But the great difference between the 
first Conference and the second Conference wa« that at the first Confer¬ 
ence the policy laid down was the policy of Hi* Mu jest \ *s Government, 
which was after all, although IT is Mnjostx’s Government, in a minority 
in the House of Commons The second a ear saw* that policy of advance 
confirmed hv the House of Commons with n huge majority of Conferva 
fives and that was the main achievement of the second Conference 

Let me ouce more revert to my Honourable friend Dr. DeSouza to 
illustrate a point. He said let the Go\eminent earn out their policy 
They have told us how far they are prepared to go. Now, let them go 
ahead and frame a constitution without further consultation with the 
people of India, and he made bold to say that the people oi India would 
accept- it What authority had he to say that*' But the point that I want 
to make out from that statement is that had i 1 not- been for the Round 
Table Conference, His Majesty’s Government would never have bad an 
opportunity, would never have been able to lay down a policy tor India, 
would never have been able to announce how far they were prepared to 
go, and how far they were not That was tin gain and that was what \va* 
accomplished by the second Bound Table Con fort'lice. 

It ma\ be that, the restrictions and the reservation^ they ha\r laid 
down max not be acceptable to fill of us. hut one would imagine from the 
speeches delivered here that the chapter had been closed Hie financial 
safeguards are still under consideration Kven the question of the 1*< deia- 
tion is under consideration. T have no doubt that when two men si’, oppo¬ 
site to each other to settle an important matter in which both are interest¬ 
ed, thev do not always lay all their cards on the table We know that 
the Indian Princes have made certain demands, we also know that the 
representatives of British Tndia have contested those demands T am 
not going into details, but T must sav that the chapter is not. closed. We 
have not got an T 7 pper and a Lower House with a huge majority of m*** 
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whom wo vvilJ not trust. Wo have not yet got an Upper and Lower House 
with 40 per cent, and 30 per cent. Indian Princes’ representatives. All that 
is being considered. There will be time enough, but until we refuse to 
concede those demands and until we continue to point out, and our argu¬ 
ments are being heard, that such a House would not he lair to British 
India, I think mv Honourable friend*. ma\ hold thou souls in patience »o- 
a little longer We fully realise that one-third representation of my friends, 
the Muhammadans, and one-third representation of the Indian Princes will 
leave very little for us who happen to he after all in the imijoritv 

An Honourable Member: But are \ou in the majority 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: \<*s. I am m th» majority Surelv it did not 
return* ambodv here to remind n* of that very unfair position But we 
have not yet, as far as I know, conceded those demands. T trust that our 
friends in the Committees will see that thev will not agree to anv consti¬ 
tution which on the lace of it will he unworkable But as my Honour 
able friend Mr. .Joshi pointed out that rather than continue to live in a 
land which is governed bv Ordinances and which looks a> if it is going 
fo lie rout limed to he ruled b\ Ordinances, it is worth taking a little risk 
here and there to get a new constitution as soon as possible 

1 realise that time is living, and there are so many more questions that 
have been reteired lo which would really require a reply. But I am no* 
going to undertake that task All l tan sav is that the problem belore 
the country is not an eas\ urn . and it the scheme of Federation has great 
attractions and i.s being studied beeuu&e it has great attractions, that study 
is just died, neeause you are nevci going to get a real self governing India 
unless you have a Federate,!. and 1 do let know how many Honourable 
Member" of this H«ais t mails** that, without a Federation in India, you 
can never hope to get control over vour lighting forces.—over the Arniv 
It i> unlv with a Federation that there can in the future be a prospect of 
fill" House having control <.\<r till* Anm And it lor nothing else, ’s n no? 

worthwhile living to ptrsevere to get a constitution—may be JO years or 
Jf> vears or even ”><> vears hen«*e.- which ‘'till holds out prospects ■ »f hav¬ 
ing a real .>elt-governing Indi i That *s oik* of the main reasons whv 
not onlv the (’oiisiiltative Committee, but every one of us. should try to 
persevere in trvmg to attain what looks most difficult but may become pos¬ 
sible.—a federated India 

There is just one more point that 1 should like to allude to, and that is 
the question of finance The financial question is now being stud.ed h\ a 
Committw called the Federal Finance Committee; but it is extraordinary 
to find that on that Committee there is not one representative of British 
Tndia That is a Committee which is working out the destinies of the pro¬ 
vinces and Tndia with regard to finance, on which tin* only Indian repre¬ 
sentation happens to he two gentlemen from the Tndinn States That 
Committee is to adiust tiro fit' moral relations not onlv between the centre 
and the provinces, but between the new Indian federated States and the 
centre Sir surelv when that Committee was being appointed, a little 
more foresight might have been used I do wish that Committee evorv 
success notwithstanding its constitution I do sincerely hope that thev 
will be able to evolve a scheme that mav bear examination, but 'does 
s*art w'tfh n handicap in not having on it a single representative of 

British Tndia. 
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Hr. President: Sir George Schuster. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir. 1 do not wish to exercise 
my right ot reply 

Sir H&ri Singh Gour: Sir, I have wry lew minutes m which to reply, 
« hiive been confronted with a hatter of Hound Tablers, Sir Cowasji 
Jehungir, Mr. doshi and Sir Henry Gidney, all of whom seem to have 
been three brothers in the dork chained togethci and trying to secure their 
liberation from the accusations that have bet n made against them Pod, 
Sir, let me give them tins comlortmg assurance that 1 have made no 
charges against am ot them. What 1 feel .md what 1 wish to repeat s 
that what we want now is an immediate advance m tin* centre within tie* 
spirit and letter of the present constitution .md that we want with the 
’east possible delay a final constitution, whether it is with federation or 
without it That. Sir. is the sum total <>1 nor demand I havi no doubt 
intuited the Sankev Federation vhemi . ] haw pointed nut also that 
since then there ba\o been, at am rate, half a dn/cn oilier schemes There 
- Hu* Patiala scheme, there is ihe Central India cum Western India 
scheme, there is the Indore scheme, there i- thi '•mill Pnnces* sclnm 
and then is the nondescript scheme (Laughter.! In tin midst <>i thi- 
v onliision T feel that the Government of India should nsr their go.»d offices 
n prevail.rig upon His Majesty's Government that, behav tin i loud nf 
rhis controversy of federation lift*-, there should be an advance in British 
7 ndia on the basis of a tc»deration of British India, and that a point of 
•ontaet l- possible, and might he established with Indian India ihrnngh I h* • 
medium of a Council such as the Statutory Commission have recommended, 
Midi as the Central India and Western India Stat<- have recently promnl- 
gntid and -udi as the Central Committee itself had recommended If. 
then fore, federation is » distant dream, it federation is ai tin present 
moimnt impracticable I beg to ask whv should His Majesty's Government 
wait for the completion of that federation 0 Sir th* re is m feeling abroad 
that His Majest\ s Government are thinking <*f introdueing provincial 
autonomy If I have raised this dehatt and »1 Honourable Membeis on 
this side of the House had more time to spiak. I and t In * v would have 
mined our voices in informing His Majcstv ‘s Government that nothing short 
( \ n spon-ibility in the centre* will satisfy the immediate wants of the people 
of this country. (Hear, hear.) Whatever advance you mav make in the 
provinces, whether you call it provincial a lit •n«*iny nr provincial responsi¬ 
bility. it would not onlv be inadequate but unworkabh s,» long us tbe 
Governor under ibe present cnnstitution is subject to tin direction, stipend- 
-ion and control of the Government of India and ihe Government of India 
•n -heir turn arc subject to the supervision, direction and control of the 
Sfcritnrv of State in Conned These difficulties were },\ the present 

pvn U (* M’.uisfer in the speech from which 1 hw\e freelv quoted, and it is 
*h< pv* s*an Prune Minister's speech of that da* that I vM-h to rceaV and 
Hm-h I v. isli further to wish the Government of India in recall for the 
l urpnsf of showing what thev should have done m 1921. and which though 
late thev mav still do ns a temporary measure before :i final const if ut mn 
■t, threshed out b\ the British Parliament That. Sir is ;dl that we 

demand. That ^ ad that a\c have In en asking- and the Honourable 
Member? on the opposite benches must have known that throughout the 
Vngtfi and breadth of this country all voices have inined m asking that, 
thrre ahonld be ‘i progressive realisation of responsible government in the 
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centre* progressive* in the sense that it does not lead from point to point 
hut- that there is u steady growth and that it grows of its own momentum 
and organic power. That is what we want and that, 1 submit, is how 
the Government oi India Act of 1919 should be construed. And, Sir, if 
J have spoken on this occasion, it has been with the single purpose of 
drawing the attention of the Government of India to the requirements of 
tn\ country on this occasion. Within a few minutes we shall be launched 
into a discussion of another topic, that topic which the Government oi 
India know must be distressing them as often as it comes up directly or 
indirect 1\ for discussion Sir, nothing is more painful to us than to refer 
to that topic; hut tin* fact is that we and the Government of India 
would be able to a\oid these distressing contingencies d the Go\eminent of 
India were to press upon His Majesty's Government one bold advance. one 
hold step forward in the direction of liberalising the constitution as we 
have asked and further to push on w ith the ultimate constitution that 
might he settled lor the Government of India 

I am afraid Sir. I shall liol have the linn* to lvplx to tm Honourable 
f-a nd l)i DeSou/a but I am perfect!} certain—and I feel happy—that 
in\ Honourable friend Sir Abdur liahim has ampl\ dealt with the question 
of the Hound Table (^inference He has also pointed out that the scheme, 
as it settled b\ the tiiM ami the second i’onlorenre or b\ the ( oilMiba- 
ti\e (’ominitti.e, would in the end be unworkable. Then. Sir, Mr. Joshi 
has lent In*' support to the mam theme of our arguments. As regards 
Sir H«nr. G>dn<\. lie iv sn TIeiirx Gidncx and nothing need be said abou t 
tain 


Mr. President: Ordir, ordir. The House wdi now take up the motion 
for .fcdiohrnmcnt 


MOTION FOP ADJOURNMENT 

rvi'^'s ck r hk Pot hi; i\ Delhi and Deseur \tion of the Mosque of 

Kucha Rahman. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad (Patna and Phot a Nagpur cum Orissa 
Muhammadan) St, T move that the House do now adjourn 
1 r ‘ M * P.-fnr* preceding w.th the main question of the violation of 
sanetitx of .i tnr.'.une T would like to give the hMorv of the occurrence 
on Siturdax last Mx Honourable friend the Home Member max correct 
m< if lie finds anv matter incorrect. 

Af (-onion: tn mx information, a dax prior to thi v occurrence, that is, 
on T’**'d.ix Ia*»t Mutfi Kifaxatiilfu. President of the Jamiat-uM T lema-Hind 
after Ins .luma praxer m the .Tmnu Masjid. started from the Mosque and 
xvent toxx:• rd- Queen s Gardcm to hold a mooting there All that the men 
wuh him wen d»»mg wav o*\ asionallv calling *' Allah-o-Akhar”, which means 
<Vod is the greatest of all. also calling “Islam Zinda Pad*’. This peaceful 
gathering or proc« s^on reach* d the Queen’s Garden and sat there. Before 
mu vpttch w;»v i|»;'dt• or am dlegal act was committed, a certain police 
officer tried to rush towards Mufti Kifavatulla and then some disturbance 
rook place There art 1 two versions of the following narration* some say 
that the ofliei r was running to warn and others say that he xvas running 
to'arrest the Muf*i Sahib Hoxvever, there is no denial of the faet that 
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up to tho thru* of the lathi charge the Mussulmans wen* peaceful aud no 
speech was delivered up to that time. On presumption only actions were 
taken and rnam people wore injured and the Multi Sahib was arrested. 

Then, according to the Statesman, the mob was shouting slogans: a 
lathi charge was math* us a result of which a man named Abdulla had to 
be taken to hospital, live or six others received injuries, the lathi charge 
effectively dispersed tin* crowd and Mutli Jvifavatulja was arrested: thr«v 
other men who were also taken into custody were later released. In the 
whole story, l do not hud anything to show that tin* gathering w.t-* n * 
peaceful. I wdl here add that the slogans w eiv “Allah-o-Akbar”. “Islam 
Zindahad “Sarhad ki A/ad Tahqiqat Karo”, and ' Ordinance Wapas 
Karlo”. The Statesman also does not make it clear what were the slogan- 
it is <piite clear that these slogans were not verv objectinnahle or tit for 
auy notice to he taken of them. 

Now the occurrence of Saturday la^t begins A process,,,n started Iron 
the Junta Masjid shouting “AlIali-i-Akbar’*, “Islam Z'ndabnd", etc By 
the orders of the Magistrate 1 , the banners were seized at the clock tower, 
and a minute later lathi charges were made by the police Xo fault is 
mentioned here also. Then a sort of disturbance started on Saturday and 
passers by fled in different lanes about which the Statesman says, (this is 
the main occurrence) * 

“-At throe o’clock a procession numbering two thousand undei the m*dru< l intis «>/ 
the M&jIis-i-Ahrar started from the Jum.i M:i*qid limiting dittetmt slogans Hu 
procession passed through Cliuwri Baz.t.ir. II.in/ LaJ Kuan. Kiini*Ji Kh.n • 

Fatehpuri and had reached the (’lock Towei when, it i- understood, on inMnu tion*. 
from the City Magistrate a police offinul MM/ed the banner* A nu.aite J.iPu the 
police, made a lathi iharge <a\ the nowd whuh \,\ now exceeded mx thousand “ 

Here also there js no mention that there was anything not peaceful, rather 
the only fault mentioned is that the mob exceeded «'X thousand It is 
alleged that these lathi charges on innocent and peaceful eiti/ens 'nt«u ,i!« 
some Muslim hoy. T do not want to discuss this at this stage, because 
the ease is under trial However the crowd fled in different streets and 
police chafing them reached to the mosque in Kucha Rahman Further 
the Statesman says: 

“The City Magistrate saw atones being thrown from the miN|iif though the mosque 
authorities deny it The police entered the mosque and mad** a lathi < harge inside 
it. They then went to the top of the Masjid and di-peised peoole who were standim. 
there. Some slight damage was done. Five people were arrested muide the mosque “ 

The official version also is that brickbats won* thrown from inside the 

mosque. T challenge the Treason Benches on this point, to prove that 

brickbats were thrown from the mosque There is absolutely no window '** 
door towards the lane from which brickbats could he thrown from the 
mosque. T mvself went today to see the mosque and c.w that then* was 
absolutelv no hole towards the lane from which brickbats could be throwi 
Many other Members also have seeD the mosque. The lane is to the 

west" of the mosque. Tt is known to you, Sir. and to every one else 

that there are no windows or doors in the western wall of a mosque. Tt 
is quite clear and known to every Muhammadan that in the western wall 
of a mosque there can not he any window or door. That is the case with 
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this mosque m question also. In another place the Statesman also writes 
in this wnj . 

“-As the lathi charges were* going on some brickbats, ^toneg and earthenware were 
hurled at the police from a house adjoining the mosque in Kucha Rahman, a by-lane 
in Chandm Chowk.” 

So it is dear t hut no brickbat was thrown from the mosque, rather it was 
thrown from some adjoining house * it might he possible, Sir. The police 
who wen* making lathi charges rushed into Kucha Rahman and rushed into 
the mosque The main gate o* the mosque was closed by the Muazzan 
that the crowd might not come in, but the police broke the door 1 myself 
saw about- hundred spots of lathi charge on the door leaf. The peaceful 
Mii,‘i//!iii ,md some other Muslims who were inside the mosque for Asar 
pra\ers were beaten, II a sit pots were broken, glasses of lanterns were 
smashed, and the police entered the mosque with ->hoes on. Is this not a 
barbarous mentality '* Whatever may he sa.d by the Honourable the Home 
Member about the position and plan of this mosque i- only hearsay and 
it. cannot satisfy me J have my.sell seen the position of the mosque. The 
lads are dear, that brickbats cannot he thrown from the mosque, and at 
the same time them were no brickbats in the mosque. The mosque was 
m perfectI\ good condition, the door is paved with -done everywhere and 

i here was no po^-ubilitv nf having brick bat" even m ilie mosque. 

I'Vom what has occurred m Delhi during tin* last three days, it appeals 
that the authorities, and especially ih* police, arc* in nt upon making 
imscIik J m tfi< garb of restoring law' and order It ha- been pointed nut 
r'pvattdlx that thr\ should lir-t gauge the Htuatmu and then lake actual 
"lib a new t<> rase file situation as tar a- possible But « outran to lies 
th. }•)!»(•( .m bent upon committing ,«s many exe«>st - *t- the\ possililv 
• an and tor which then run he no justification The gn at*-t came of 
- omplamt to the Mm-s.i Imao- i~ i li.it the police* ent(*rcd tile mosque m the 
Kucha I.’ahman b\ mreihh op. mng tin d »or.s, -ma-dung the window panes 
•ml bn iking th. i arthen pot- there To whateur school of thought the 
Mnssi'iii'iiis tii. \ belong. th»*\ cannot. ] ussihly tolerate e\»n v «»r a second 
the Mokp.ai •>; t be *-an«'iit\ oi tlu u* rdigiou- buildings During the past 
v.v vear- tin re have been hundred- u; example- win re Mus-salmans have 
ii -orfe.I to c\« r\ ii'i.nw m order to uphold the honour of th" r rehgmu.s 
placi May I enquiii from the Trr i-un H^ndn - what riglir the pol’ee 

ii ,d ,n •■ntciing a ichgnu- place oi w ir-inp and causing damage to it? 

11.* dnwniiin nl ..nd tin* uthontics arc lull’, aware of the ta< 1 that the 
Mussulman- are .ilw.ns ready evvn to shed their blood to keen nn the 
s.metuy of their mosques and other religious buildings. It i- a well-known 
i.n: that anvthing that louche- then* ’eligion goes to their heart Blit- in 
spue of flu-. :In* police resorted to ilii-, which ha< greatl\ injured the 
leelings ni e\.*iy Mu-cilnum m this cuiimry I cannot possibly understand 
In ,w th* police, knowing what the consequences of their ac f ions would be, 
did a thing which the Mussulman- will never tolerate 

Mr lVi-ident, unless Mie Government punish those who are found 
guilty, alter due enquiry, of thus • •ntering the mosque and thereby in¬ 
juring the feelings of the Mu^alnians. and compensate the mosque 
'authorities they will never sit at rest I warn them to do this at once 
m order <o avoid any further trouble, otherwise the responsibility will be 
theirs. If I win or lose this motion, it will not change the situation at 
all. T did not move the motion to carry the day, but I wanted to warn the 
Government in time 1 warn the Government to respect the religious 
feelings of all communities m India, to respect all the plates of worship 

E 
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and sacred places such as Mandirs, Gurdwaras, Churches, Imambaras, 
Karbalas, Mosques, and graveyards, etc*. I urge upon the Government to 
bold an independent inquiry very soon, to compensate the mosque authori¬ 
ties .and to punish the responsible men who will be found guilty. Mr. 
President, India is an Asiatic country; for Indians religion is above all. 
We can bear all sorts of hardships; we arc prepared to sacrifice our wealth, 
our children and even our very lives, but we cannot allow any one to 
interfere with our religion or to desecrate our mosques or other places of 
worship. You can play with our blood hut we cannot allow you to play 
with our religious sentiment. 

Sir, with these words 1 move. 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar (Home Member): Mr. President, 
when I first had intimation that im Honourable friend proposed to move 
this motion, I could not but feel that he did so under a complete mis¬ 
apprehension of the facts. I ha'c, Sir. been keeping myself m very close 
touch with occurrences in Holla during the last two or three days, for 
the scenes ot disorder which have occurred have been matters which have 
given both the local authorities and to imself some* verj considerable 
cause for anxiety. That being so. I have, from day to da\, been receiving 
from the authorities of the JVlhi Administration information ns to what 
actually occurred: and toda\. as the Honourable gentleman appears to 
hn\e relied almost entirely upon a Press report for the facts which he 
has recited, l think it would he proper on my part to take the oar lit st 
opportunity of placing the House m possession of the I icts as the\ have 
been reported hv the responsible officers of the Delhi Administration. 

T will deal first with the occurrences on Frida\. the lltli March 1932. 
This is the report of the Cih Magistrate, a well known and highly respected 
Muslim Officer* 

“A iin.tf'ssoii, <>? gunned a ml led 1 »y Mufti Kifav.it I’llali, Parted Horn Mie Jama 
Ma^jid at about 3 r.M. and readied the (’lock iovei at 4 p m when* I Mi. 
DoGalc. S. S 1*. A. S Mr li.u.htawai All. and I? T1 Malik Dcu D.ival, HcpuH 
Superintendent of Police, wete piesent vutli the |>olu < k tone The pro. essmm *«. mini 
hered about 3.000 tr» 4,000 and 1 liev were -limiting at the top ot their vowe “ Jm/tlul. 
%infinbad*\ “Dow i with OidinameG\ “Government Iltuiwtl Htt'\ eti dud enter' 
jng tlie Queen’s Gardens the crowd ‘•topped fora moment and shouted di fi.inHv at is 
The leaders then asked the <ro\v<l to pinfeed onward and they m cordinglv went to tin 
ground behind the Town Hall, where a meeting was .muiged Tinmeeting i.ui- 
ftisted f»f a gathering of about 2.000 people and the it*M of the dowd, numbering 
about 3.000 to 4,000, were landing behind the hedge*', and weie watihing the Glow. 
Mufti Kifayat Tllali took his seat on a Municipal bench lying there A-* soon a.-, the 
people in the trmvd tool: their «-eats in the meeting they again shouted the same anti- 
Government slogans, “/riff,(oh ’Annhihad ” “Oo\eminent Jinrbnd Ifn”, etc It was then 
announced to the gathering that if they continued to shout anti Government slogans 
or any speech w-erc made to piomote the object of an unlawful n«a«xintion. they would 
l>o dispersed Thereupon xtme 40 to ,00 people who were sitting in the centre of 
the crowd shouted hack “Wo shall, wo rdiall; disperse us if you like ” The meeting 
■was then dispersed with a light lathi charge by the police A man from amongst 
the crowd also assaulted the S. S. P. with the bamboo of a banner. Rome policemen 
who saw r him assaulting the S. S P. intervened. The S S P’s head was saved by bis 
Topi. Mufti Kifayat TJllah stuck to his bench and did not. move from there. He 
was consequently nirested The injured man was sent to the hospital at once. . . 

It will be observer] that only one injury w as caused to a man who made 
a very dangerous and violent assault on the Senior Superintendent of 
Police who was saved by the prompt intervention of the men under his 
command. 
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I now pass on, Sir, because, I think, it is important that the House 
should have the fullest account of the facts, and I trust that you will if 
necessary give me a slight latitude over the time normally allowed, to the 
report of the City Deputy Superintendent of Police on the events of 
Saturday the 12th March: 

“A procession under the auspices of the MajLisi-Ahrar, Delhi, started from the 
Jama Masjid today at about 3 p.m. About 2,000 Muslims joined it. About 3,000 
spectators also accompanied it. They were carrying two red flags and three placard* 
on which was inscribed “Long live revolution, Mufti Kifayat UUah Zindabad * etc. 
They were shouting “Inqilab Zindabad”, “Government be ruined”, “tyrant Govern¬ 
ment be ruined” “Martyrs of Peshawar and Frontier zindabad”, etc. The proces¬ 
sion after passing through Chawri Bazar, Hauz Qazi, Lai Kuan, Fatehpun, reached 
the Clock Tower at about 4 p.m., where I, along with the City Magistrate and the 
police force, was picsent The processionists were very much excited and weie 
shouting anti-Government slogans. The banners and placards they were carrying 
were seized by the police under the City Magistrate’s order and the proce-sion wat 
dispersed after it had l>ceri declared unlawful. A person, reported to be a resident 
of Hauz Qazi ilat/a, stabbed two of the constables and was arrested on the spot 
with a knife m his possession. One of the constables received a serious injury on 
the right .side of the chest”. 

Tht* House will note these facts in view of the suggestion made in the 
Press report quoted b\ my friend that the conduct of this gathering had 
been strictly peaceful. 

The report further says: 

“He was removed to t lie Hospital at once. A good many of the processionists, 
who had entered Kucha Rahman, .started throwing brickbats on the police The 
police then dispersed the crowd in the lane and when they were coming bark, a 
good many brn kbnts were thrown at. them from the balcony of a room above a 
mosque Some policemen got on the kilconv through the common main entmrp of 
the mosque and dispersed these men. In the meantime, the S. S. P. also reached 
the spot The nfie of one of the police armed guard, which was in Chandni Chow’k, 
went off accidentally m the air ” 

T mention that, because there has been a widely prevalent- rumour that 
firing had boon opened by the police and serious casualties had occurred, 
which is dispersed bv the report of the S. S. P. No casualty resulted from 
this accidental discharge. 

“fXoto ’ey S S P “T cheeked all ammunition on my arrival and found that 
onh one round had been fired The Head Constable concerned said it was an acci¬ 
dent while loading”) The police leturned to the Kotwali at- about 7 r.M. 

Tt is leliably learnt that the man who stabbed the constable had come with the 
intention of stabbing Sub-Inspector Abdul Wahid 1 

Foot constable Bhagwat Singh, No. 448. posted at New Delhi jxdicc station, who 
was going toward** Hauz Ka/i in a tram car in uniform was assaulted by some Muslima. 
He received some slight, injuries 

One Mr. O. A Heron vrith his wife was coming from Khan Baoli on Ins motor 
cycle. When lie reached the cornoi of Fateh Puri he was struck by one of a crowd. 
On receipt of this information the police was sent there to disperse them, hut the 
crowd had disappeared 

Later information was mcivml that some tram cars were stopped hy some men 
in fiont of K-itra Nil and Ballimaran.” . . . 

“The police were twice sent there and dispersed the crowd. Besides the above 
constables some other constable*, also received injuries. The condition of one of the 
constables who was stabbed with a knife somewhat serious. A ca e under section 
307 Indian Penal Code has been registered against the assailant.” 

T do not propose, though I have the reports in my hand, to read an 
account of what occurred yesterday, that is, Sunday, the 13th. Assaults 

b 2 
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did continue to take place, and the atmosphere is still tense, but I trust 
that it. will shortly subside. I may at this stage make this observation, 
that while a mood of great tension and excitement is unfortunately still 
prevalent in some parts of the city, 1 trust that if the debate on this 
motion is proceeded with, any Honourable Member who takes part in it 
will be very careful not to say or do anything which might add to the 
tension and possibly lend to very unhappy results. 

Now, Sir, I propose to deal more fully with the incident relating to the 
mosque, because 1 realise that both the Honourable Member himself and 
all the gentlemen on his side of the House, as indeed 1 may sa\, every 
Member of the House, will be greatly concerned with any question in 
which a suggestion is made that a place of worship, of whatever creed or 
whatever religion, has been wantonly desecrated But ] propose first to 
make some comments mcrelv on the police* .id ion which has been referred 
to in the first part of the notice of motion. The reports which 1 have laid 
before the House have been very carefulK scrutinised bv tin* higher officials 
and responsible officers of the Delhi Administration, and I am fullv eon* 
talent that they can ho accepted as reliable* and trustworthy accounts of 
the events to which tho\ refer. I think that no candid judge wdl be 
prepared to deny that in circumstances of great danger and difficulty the 
police officers concerned and the oilier members of the Drib' Adminis¬ 
tration acted with the greatest restraint and discipline. Now. Sir, T come 
more particularly to the incident r< bating to ibe mosque 1 bm c h.-re n 
report 1 >v the Senior Superintendent of Police himself who came <>n the 
spot almost immediateh after the incident referred }>v mv Honourable 
friend This i< his account of the matter* 

“Having .irnved in ibi^ small hire fu*m whnh stone*. wen* Wing bulled. thn 
police <»i c dispersing the ir«*vd in tic* lam* when .» •'Will I... 1«. \ 

It will he evident from the other report T have read to the 
House that this balcony li'*s over the mosque itself 

*—another shower ot stones was llnoun upon ihrm The nun who u* »■ :> n.l);- 
from the police lines, and not well .irrgi.unti d wiih tin* «rv Mimed .md «hailed up d 
the stone throwers on the huhonv The direct w.iv i• > do -o w.i.- io elite! a uatew.iv 
which pro\ed to he also the gateway *o a \erv miall ine-ipu* and horn th* court 
yard of this mosque they found a staiic.iM* leading to ilu* »m1iot,\ from whnh .sti iw* 
had i-een thrown. It is very unlikely that any of the police le.ilisod at tin* turn* tint 
there was any question of entering moMiue The enu.iiui* (tin** i^ .in unpoit.int 
factl js a common entiame to holh the mosque .md ilie l.mi e m unod' n Inspector 
Fateh Mohammad Khan and Sub-Irispo* tor Ahdnl W.ihid \.»*ie ii*»*s»id. though not 
with the advance partv of police who fust entiled 

Thin was a mixed hatch of police. «>f whom the nujon'v w.*ie Muhammad.ms 
It is true that they were wearing shocy”—the is perfeeth fi,m» m the matter) “hut 
thc*\ entered the mo«que court >nrd nnwittmelv; hut. bemud tb.V nothing ifiit 
could possibly he alleged as desecration on lined 

The action taken was to bring the .-tone t blowers down ftom th* lsth^mv and to 
pack them off. 

The lane or kucha was littered wiih bricks .md stones whet.* tins had been hurled, 
so the S. 8 P saw. on Ins arrival, and a number of police had received minor in¬ 
juries and bruises.** ’ 

That, ] think, is a perfectly reliable account, of whni nct.ualK took place, 
and if it is a question of the general policy of the Government of Tndia, as 
indeed of all Governments in Tn/lin, in this matter—though I can hardly 
suppose that that could really be in question—T c ( annot do bettor than 



MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 


1901 


quote from a statement recently made by the late Viceroy of India, Lord 
Irwin. Wliat he said was this: 

“Since the advent of British rule it has been a nxed tradition of the Government 
of India to recognise and reaped tho sanctity of places of worship This policy has 
been faithfully and continuously pursued ; and I need scarcely dwell on the numerous 
acts of Goveinrnent which testify to it; for they are well-known to you. Suffice 
it to say that the kind of acts 1 liave in mind are the inclusion of special provision 
for their protection in the penal law, the continuance under British rule, in favour 
of many shrines, of jagn-. grants and tnuttfi** originally granted hv rulers of the 
faith with which they are connected and the elaborate arrangements which are made 
for the comfort and ronvemence of pilgrims to tho places they hold in veneration. 

This attitude has not been dictated by reason of self-inte.rest. but springs from 
genuine com u Mon It is a cardinal item of policy; and the spirit which underlies 
it is expressed .‘11 the proclamation of Queen Victoria relating to the fieedorn of reli¬ 
gious beliefs, a passage from which 1 may quote to you * 

‘Firmly relying nuiselves on the truth of Christianity, and acknowledging with 
gratitude the solan* of Religion, we dux bum alike the lligh„ and the desire to impose 
Our Convict urns on any ot Oui Subjects. We declare it to be Our Royal Will and 
Pleasure that no no be hi any win* lavouied, none molested or disquieted by reason 
of their Religious Faith or Obseivames; hut that all shall alike enjoy the equal and 
impartial piotcrtinn of the Law . 

Let me asm tiv vou tha r I and my Government stand steadfast m thus" lonvictions 
We regaid as mutteis of the fust iinpoitanco the piotection of all vommunities in tho 
free exercise of their religious beliefs and tho preservation from disrespect of the 
sacred pl.ues which they hold in reverence My Government will, ill future, as 
'll the past, lie scrupulous in condemning and preventing any action which may give 
genuine offence to religious sentiments or interfere with the use. toi purposes of 
worship of sacied buddings, by whatever community they may he venerated. 

Nevertheless. 1 mu**t ueccssmly att.uh to this assurance a quail fit ation which 
you yourself recognise as just Indeed it is the essence of the matter that a 
sacred building should be devoted and preserved for tho purpose of worship. All 
men condemn as umeemlv the misuse ot a building set apart for thi service of God 
foi the puipose of giving provocation or committing excesses. While Government always 
desire.- to ro-quxt the sanctity of plates ot worship, it must be a point of principle 
that the public should not bv any action detiact from, or sully, their sailed 
character 

N T n\\, Sir. from the fact*; I lm \r recited—and I will conclude my re¬ 
marks in t\\<» nnnul'*s—it is chair that, in so far as the police entered the 
doorw a\ of this mosque, it is a coimncn doorway, and that they were 
greeted with a shower of brickbats. Tt is quite clear that no disrespect to 
the mosque was ever intruded A large number of the police party were 
themselves Mussulmans. Two of the officers immediately m charge of 
the party were themselves Mussnlmnm\ and T think that that will be 
accepted as a reasonable assurance that no deliberate disrespect was in¬ 
tended to the mosque, and that m fact, no act of desecration took place. 

Mr. K. Ahmed (Ttajshahi Division * Muhammadan Rural): What about 
the smashing of flu* lantern mentioned by the Mover? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: T have no information about the 
smashing of a lantern T am perfectly confident that the official reports 
on the subject which T hn\o read out to the House give a trustworthy 
account of the matter Taking, then, the series of incidents to which 
my Honourable friend lias referred on the dnv previous to this occurrence, 
and taking this incident itself, T think that the House will be prepared to 
recognise that, tho Administration of Delhi and their officers were con¬ 
fronted with a danger of very groat difficulty indeed, in which one tactless 
aet, and wlmt is more important, the slightest failure to discharge their 
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duty, might have resulted in a very great catastrophe. My own view is 
that the action which the police and the Magistrates had to take through¬ 
out these unfortunate occurrences—now, I hope, rapidly drawing to a close— 
was carried out in a spirit of great devotion to duty, and of the strictest 
discipline and restraint, and with a desire, in earning out their duty, 
to inflict as little injury as possible. That. T submit, is the verdict which 
the TTouse ought to pass on this motion. (Applause.) 

Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur (South Madras: Muham¬ 
madan) . Mr President, you are alive to the fact that I generally end my 
speech with a Persian couplet, but todav T will begin niv speech with 
Persian couplets, so that they may give* cogent advice to the Government. 
The first runs thus: 

"JJittir* ni ahr muzl'tomun i e hmnjnme dun harden 

l jabot az dare huq hah re I'tn/hnl mi m/fd *’ 

This is the advice given by a Persian philosopher to the then Government. 
It means. “Be afraid of the intense and heartfelt ieclmg of the oppressed, 
when they give expression to that feeling and want to launch a complaint 
before the Supreme Court The angle of acceptance comes in advance to 
take it to the l)i\me Durbar”. This is an occasion whin the House cannot 
expect me to give expression to my feeling with restraint, and 1 hope you 
will pardon me. 1 am one that attaches great importance to religious 

affairs and there is our Christian friend the Home Member who tries to 

assure us that they who represent the Christian Goa eminent also attach 
importance to that fact The Home Member said on the 1st February 
1982 that the powers given to the agents under the Ordinances are being 
administered and exercised with strict discipline and utmost moderation 
and restraint 1 will refer the House to his exact words. JTe said: 

“It the view of the (!o\eminent of India, a view fully shared h\ the Local 
Governments that these extraordinary powers (he refers to the powers under the 

Ordinances) must he ad mini.sieved (not will he) with Mrirt discipline, ji*. 1 *uu) and 

with the utmo>t restraint and moderation and it u> in that spirit that they will con¬ 
tinue to ne administered so long a& they may unhappily he found to he necesMiiv.“ 

Sir, the Mover of the Resolution began bis speech with what transpired 
on the 11th. So I need not enter into any details regarding it. The 
meeting on the second dn\ was with the object of protesting against the 
high-handedness of the police who ( without warning the people to disperse, 
began to belabour them, so much so that tbe.v were about to belabour even 
Mufti Kifayatulla Sahib, the President of Jamiyatul-ITlema-c-Hind, Delhi, 
who is held in great esteem by the whole Muslim public. But for his 
son, who offered him shelter by falling upon him, he would not have es¬ 
caped a lathi charge. He is a lean and aged gentleman who is not keep¬ 
ing good health The Home Member also might have seen him; but un¬ 
fortunately he docs not attend Government parties. Such a gentleman 
was about to be belaboured, and one Maulvi Abdu] Halim Sahib Siddiqi, 
who was about to propose the Mufti Sahib to the Chair, and who was 
sitting by his side on a bench, which is described as a municipal bench, 
was actually belaboured. I have seen with my own eyes the wounds he 
has received in his left hand. Sir, the Jamiyat-ulema and Majlis Ahrar 
are organisations that are politico-religious and they have nothing to do 
with the Congress civil disobedience movement. What they wanted on 
this occasion was to request the Government to withdraw the Ordinances 
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and to permit a committee to go to the North-West Frontier Province to 
make an independent inquiry, so that the communique issued from time 
to time by the Chief Commissioner who is about to be made Governor of 
the Frontier Province and the several statements made by the reliable 
gentleman belonging to that province may be gone into deeply and a 
sifting, honest and independent inquiry may be made by them which will 
strengthen I he hands of the Government also to a great extent if the 
allegations against them are untrue The Government have not been good 
enough to grant this mild request. Even the Moslem Conference at the 
meeting of the Working Committee held recently has passed a P* solution 
requesting the Government to constitute an independent committee to 
present to the X W. F. to go into the question affecting the Province. 
These are the requests that, the above organisations also are making. 
They have not taken to the civil disobedience movement. But they may 
he driven to the necessity of so doing hereafter. 

Sir. regards the mosque referred to both by the Mover and the 
II ome Member, 1 am m possession oi a photograph of the mosque, which 
will dispel all doubts ot even the Government. It. shows the gateway 
which a as broken into bv tlit- police on the 12th. It is a double storeyed 
mosque. Our friend the Honourable Member has confounded the balcony, 
which lias been set. apart* for tin* Congregation leader (Imam) and the 
mosque. The balcony referred to by him is a small room, but there is a 
haleonv which is a place of worship above the lower building. It is a 
double-store) ed building Our friend might have taken the trouble of 
visitine tlie place which is not far off from here Even now it is not too 
late for these gentlemen or the Members of the European Group or other 
non-nfliem] Members to visit, the place and satisfy themselves a s to 
whether sacrilege has been committed by the police or not. The explana¬ 
tion of the Government has been propounded with great sagacity and tact¬ 
fulness in order to throw dust into our eyes. This morning I visited the 
mosque to make a sifting inquire and to see those wdio were actually 
belaboured b\ the police When a student was reciting the Koran there, 
he was belaboured to such an extent that he fell unconscious over the 
holy Koran itself and it fell down It is astonishing that a civilised Gov¬ 
ernment can tolerate all this But can we put up with such things, Sir, 
any longer? If there was actually anyone who stabbed a constable, it is 
said the police have arrested him, and if he happens to be the real 
culprit, let him he brought to book and dealt with according to law. But 
how are the police justified in entering a mosque with shoes on, I cannot 
imagine, or how this kind of high-handedness can come to pass here. If 
my Honourable friend will take the trouble of visiting the mosque even 
now. lie will see that there is a balcony set apart for the Pesh Imam, 
who is an aged gentleman of 70 years, a Mnulvi, a professor of the Arabic 
College here, and even the balcony occupied by the old Maulvi Sahib has 
received a lathi blow—fortunately for him he was not charged with a 
lathi , hut one can see the number of glass panes broken. Now if my 
Honourable friend, the Home Member—who is to retire soon—will take 
the trouble of seeing the balcony, ho will see the lanterns broken, the 
doors damaged, etc., etc. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singb (Muzaffarpur cum Champaran: Non-Muham¬ 
madan) : Give it to the Statesman to publish it. 

Mr. President: Order, order. The Honourable Member knows that on 
an adjournment motion there is a time-limit of 15 minutes. 
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Maulvi Sayyiu Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: Had 1 known that, Sir, 1 would 
have finished my speech long ago. 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member has four minutes more. 

Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: The Statesman, Sir, was the 
forerunner of the statement which is made In the police officers and 
endorsed by the Honourable the Home Member. My Honourabh friend 
Mr. Artliur Moore will excuse me for saying so. The Statesman, dated the 
13th March, says 

“The crowds who were stoning the police—am! not who weip alleged in u;r. *■ heen 
stoning the police*—from a. mosque were soon dispersed, and several arrests were 
made ” 

1 see of course my Honourable friend Im*- heen misled b\ Ins reporter 
He may also take tile trouble to gn with me and satisfy himselt as tf. whe¬ 
ther there is am plnsieal possibility ior any man to throw stones from 
within tin* mosque There are huge buildings in front of the mosque 
The mosque itself is located m a narrow jane on Kucha Rahman. Thu 
word “kucha”. my Persian-knowing friend, the Honourable tin* Home 
Member, need not mistake for a big street: it is a narrow lane Then. 
Sir, had there been any stone-throw mg. as reported by the police officer, 
those that were arrested must have heen—not onl\ might have been, or 
should have heen,—hut must ha\e been dealt with according io the law. 
but they were let off after a few minutes by the same officer If the 
allegation he true, where was the necessity for letting off five or six per 
sons who were arrested from within the mosque v The\ were netuallv 
let off. So, Sir, the ease which im Honourable friend, the Home Mem¬ 
ber, has tried to make out cannot stand for a moment. It lia^ fallen 
through and it cannot hut fall through So 1 would request even the Gov¬ 
ernment. Members to sympathise with these grievances which. Sir. have 
much to do with various unfortunate matters today. Todav they dese¬ 
crate a mosque, tomorrow' they desecrate a tcrnple, a third day they dese¬ 
crate a Gurdwara, and so on! What is the use, Sir, of reading out the 
Queen’s Proclamation; we have read that over and O'ser again.- Do the 
Government act up to the terms laid down therein? That is the ques¬ 
tion. (Loud Applause ) So, Sir, I shall conclude my speech also with 
the following pregnant words 

“7 iitar.< az ahe mvzlooman he hanjnmr da a harden 
l jabat az dare hmj hah re istujhnl mi ayed". 

“For the stability of any Government it is quite necessary that it should so* that 
no community which has a religious bend of mird is injuriously affected and its 
religious feeling wounded”. 

With these words of warning and advice I resume my seat. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Sir, I should like to offer a few observations 
on this motion; and my only justification for doing so is that I was an 
eye-witness to some of the incidents related here by some of the previous 
speakers. Sir, I w r ent to the city yesterday and the day before in the 
evening. But before coming to the incidents of which I have heen a 
personal eye-witness, I should like to refer for a moment to the speech of 
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my Honourable friend, the Horne Member. It was very refreshing to find 
my Honourable friend giving an assurance to this House that he has put 
himself in the closest touch with the incidents which happened in the city 
during the* last three or four du\s. I would like to know from him whe¬ 
ther he ever took the trouble of visiting the scene of the occurrence, and of 
witnessing the mosque in question. Evidently, Sir, he has not seen the 
mosque, and lie relies upon the information which has been supplied to 
him hy his subordinate officers who in fact are the accused in this case, 
and who cannot expect that their version must be accepted as necessarily 
true In this House or In the country outside (Hear, hear.) Sir, during 
the course* of his speech mv Honourable friend was interrupted, and asked 
whether hr saw the lantern broken in the mosque; and mv Honourable 
friend not having seen the place of occurrence could not roplv. Sir, 1 
saw the mosque, and the lantern thal was broken I should now like to 
refer to that part of the speech of m\ Honourable friend in which he has 
stated that anti-Governmont slogans were shouted by the people who had 
assembled in the Queen’s Garden for the purpose of holding a meeting 
Mv Honourable friend the Mover of this motion has quoted extensively 
from the Statesman . and so far ns I can remember, the Statesman does 
not refer to an\ anti-Governrnent slogans having been uttered at the 
meet me K\iT\body knows, Sir, the attitude of the Statesman with regard 
to incidents like these, and the soft corner it has for the Government: but 
1 have failed to notice any sort of reference made to anti-Government cries 
at the meeting. 

Mr. O. C. Biswas (Calcutta; Non-Muhammadan Urban): That might 
have been due to “softness” for Muhammadans! 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: I have m my hand, Sir, another paper, the 
Hindustan Times, from which 1 make this one quotation* 

‘E.\a< tly at 4 i*M .ill th<* oflioors headed hv Mr dcGulc made their way lO the 
plan* where the meeting was being held Sub-Inspector Abdul Wahid communi¬ 
cated to the people assembled that if in the meeting anything w r as said against the 
Ordinances, the meeting would he declared unlawful The compilers had hardly 
time to reply when some among the audience replied that they would speak against 
hie Ordinances This was the signal for a severe lathi charge on the audience.’' 

It. was not the light lathi charge as stated by my Honourable friend, 
the Home Member Sir, I proceed further: 

“The armed policemen who were standing by rushed to the scene of *ho meeting 
and began slmweiing lathi on the crow’d. People ran in a panic, but the Police chased 
them on all sides for many furlongs. Many people received injuries.” 

This narration of facts also does not refer to any anti-Govcrnment cries 
that are said to have been raised b> the people. Mufti Kifavatullah Sahib 
who, I understand, is the President of the All-India Jamiat-i-UIema, was 
arrested, and he was marched off to the lock-up This gentleman occu¬ 
pies n ven high and honourable place in the Muslim w'orld. I have no 
doubt that, when m> Honourable friend Maulvi Shafee Daood-Nagri gets 
up to speak on this motion, lie will pay a high compliment to the position 
which the Mufti Sahib occupies as the President, of the Jamiat-i-Ulema, 
because T remember some years ago .... 

Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi (Tirhufc Division; Muhammadan): 
It is dragging an irrelevant, matter into this question. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Can I not refer to you? 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim liuhimtoola): Order, order. 
The Honourable Member should address the Chair. 


Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Sir, nn Honourable friend Maulvi Shafee 
Daood-Nagri—lie comes from a village called Haood-Nagar in my own dis- 
Irict of .Muznffnrpur in Bihar—used to swear by the name of the Jamiat- 
l-Ulema., and the name of Mufti Kifayatullali. That is why I said .... 

Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi: I object to this sort, of speech of mv 
Honourable friend. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: I therefore thought. Sir, that my Honourable 
friend had still .some respect and regard lor tins gentleman 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibralnm Kalnmtoola) * Whv is the 
Honourable Member bringing up the name of .Maulvi Shafee Jhioodi so 
often in his speech? If lie holds any views he will give expression to 
them. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: However, i will proceed with the- subject- 
matter of this motion. 

Yesterdas in tlie evening I went to the eitv. and ! had a keen desire 
i" sec Hie mosque, i went up to the front of the mosque, but 1 was hesi¬ 
tating to go inside it Amongst the crowd that were collected there, three 
or Jour respectable Muhammadans asked me whether 1 wanted to see the 
mosque. I replied that 1 would like to if the} had no objection. 1 t-oid them 
at the outset that l was a Hindu, and 1 did not know whether I should be 
allowed to go inside the mosque. On being taken into the mosque, I took 
off my shoes as every bod) t lse who enters mto a rnosque has to do. 1 saw 
the remnants of broken ear!hern pitchers littered all over the place, and it 
was represent! d to me that they were the vessels from which our Mussulman 
friends do lT T a*u or the ablutions before performing their A 'aviaz Some 
glass panes were also broken. 1 was led upstairs mto a room. There 1 saw 
j- big lantern which was hanging down. It- was also broken and smashed. 
It was stated to me that a boy who was reading the holy Koran was 
assaulted and beaten as well as a few others. I also saw the lathi marks 
on the adjoining wall. It w’as represented to me that the constables who en¬ 
tered into the mosque with shoes on bad battered down the gate at the en¬ 
trance of the mosque, and when they went upstairs another panel of doors 
was also broken dow T n which I saw with my own eyes. It. was stated to me 
that the posse of constables who entered were led by Sub-Inspector Abdul 
Wahid. Sir, this was what I actually saw with m\ eyes Then I went 
into the neighbouring f/ali which is called Kucha Rahman, and there I was 
told that a shopkeeper who deals in laces and other things, out. of the 
fear of the police ran away, and the police carried away the bundle of the 
laces with them. The fact that T am not drawing upon mv imagination 
will appear from a short statement which has appeared in the vernacular 
paper called The Knumi Gazette , dated the 14th March, 1932, in which it 
is stated that the shopkeeper fled out of the fear of the police and the 
police carried away his ejathri (bundle). The police pursued the people 
from the Clock Tower right up to Ballimaran and administered lathi 
blows on them. I saw, Rir, many people running away in panic in 
Kucha Rahman, and I was also lasked to run away with them. (Laughter.) 
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But I chose tlie opposite course. I said to myself: “Let me take a 
little bit of risk and see how things go on". I went on to the main 
thoroughfare; and on the other side of the road near about the red building 
of the Town Hull, 1 saw a large posse of constables running after people 
and chasing them at random and beating some of them. I quietly went up 
to them, but 1 did not talk to any one. 1 am very thankful to the Police 
that, although I went so near them, I escaped unhurt. Sir, these lathi 
charges of the police constitute a very disquieting feature in the situation 
at the present time. This policy has been adopted by an order, T am 
afraid, which has emanated from the Government of India and wbk*h has 
been communicated to all the Local Governments for guidance. Sir, Gov¬ 
ernment apparently think that the nationalist activities of the people would 
be subdued and cowed down by the threat of these lathi charges and the 
policy of terrorism. Sir, 1 have nothing to say about the Police, which is 
a mercenary force I am sure it will he as ready to turn against the Gov¬ 
ernment at one time as it is n*ad\ to support them now. But, I am afraid 
Governin' nt will he mistaken i> they think that these lathi charges are 
going to subdue the people The Congress manoeuvred the whole position, 
and it has succeeded m its attempt The Congress wanted to put the Gov¬ 
ernment in the wrong. The Congress thought that the flagging zeal of the 
people would he aroused most effectively if the Government adopted a re¬ 
pressive policy against them, and the calculation of the Congress has come 
true I beseech the Government in their own interests and iu the interest 
of the country, to refiain from indulging in a policy which may have disas¬ 
trous consequences. To-day, Sir, it is the Hindus wflio are subjected to 
tin sc lathi charges. «md the Government, relics upon the Mussalmans and 
members of other communities to support them. Tomorrow if will be He 
turn of the Mussulmans, and the Government will rely upon other com¬ 
munities. Sir, it has been said by a well-known statesman, “You can fool 
some people all the tujie. and all people for some of the time, but you 
cannot fool all the people all the time” (Cheers.) 


Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi: Sir, in the short space of time, we 
5 haw* to discuss this motion for adjournment. I want the Honour- 

* * able Members of this House to concentrate their attention on the 
most important question out of all that lias been described here. I 
submit there are Jots of incidents which happened during the two day's 
of which we have heard the description, but the one which took place on 
Saturday when the mosque was desecrated was the most important of all 
questions. It concerns every Honourable Member of this House, to 
whatever community or religion he might belong. T would therefore 
confine my remarks to this question. I would have finished after saying 
that, hut for the provocation which my Honourable friend, Mr. Gaya Prasad 
Singh, gave me which, however. I would not take it in that light. 

There is no denial of the fact that the mosque was desecrated. 


The Honourable Sir James Crerar: I take strong exception to the state¬ 
ment that the mosque was desecrated. 

Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi: The Honourable the Home Member 
has so far admitted that some of the policemen entered the mosque with 
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their shoes on. He has admitted that He has further admitted that 
a few men were arrested in the mosque. So far it is admitted. We have 
got information that those few men who were arrested were released soon 
after arrest The further information that we have got—and 1 do not 
doubt it at the present moment,—the further information is that the 
door of the mosque was shut from inside and the police broke open the 
door. There art* signs of the door having been broken open. It is not a 
myth which 1 am saving, it is a fact, tin* broken dtxirs are there The 
police entered the mosque, there is no doubt, about that. Now, of course, 
the fact whether they belaboured the men who were inside the mosque 
or not. that is not admitted by the Honourable tbe Home Member. Also, 
there was a student who was reading the Koran, whether lie was disturbed 
at the time of reading the Koran or not, that is of course not admitted 
by tilt* Honourable the Home Member But the very fact that the police 
entered the mosque in the wav they did is a desecration, and I would ask 
the Honourable the Home Member to consider whether the police bad 
am justification for that act Now, as the Honourable the Home Mem¬ 
ber has said that the crowd was being dispersed and some of the men 
in tlie crowd fled towards that lane and some of them entered the mosque 
Hod knows what had happened, but it appears that the police thought 
that some of tin* crowd had entered the mosque, and when they entered 
tin* mosque, they closed tin* door from inside Now. I would ask the 
Honourable the Home Member to consider whether there was an\ neces¬ 
sity to follow the men and to pursue them inside the mosque 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: Because Moms and brickbats were 
being throw'll from tin* balcony on to the police below' 

Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi: The Honourable Member has 

already said that 1 must xiy as regards the throwing of brickbats that 
it is physically impossible to throw any brickbat from the mosque on to 
the people or the police who might he parsing through that lane. 
Absolutely impossible 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Or even on the polict in the main thorough¬ 
fare 

Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi: It is to the interest of the police 
to show' that brickbats were being thrown from the mosque 

Mr. 0. 0. Biswas: Supposing that brickbats were throw'll from the 
mosque, would you not still justify ihe action of the police*? 

Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi: I am dealing with facts. 1 say 
that brickbats could not have been thrown from the mosque Tt is im¬ 
possible to believe Unit for one moment. Therefore it is a fact that 
requires an enquiry and investigation and T should think that Government 
would he w'cll advised to enter into these questions and institute 
an enquiry by independent men. I w'ould suggest you should take some 
of the Honourable Members of this Assembly and entrust them with the 
duty of seeing the mosque and enquiring into these facts. Unless the 
Government do that T submit the feeling amongst the Muslims would 
grow every day to a very* dangerous extent. I am not in the habit of 



MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 


1999 


threatening Government; it in not in my way of doing things. 1 say 
what 1 feel. 1 find the whole country is up against this act of sacrilege 
ever since it has been brought to the notice of the public. It is for the 
Government to show what led to this entry into the mosque with shoes 
on. Of course, it is for the men to show that they were belaboured 
in the mosque and that the student who was reading the Koran was 
obstructed in his study. It is for the* people to show all that. But, facts 
must be brought to light- by independent men. It would not do to ignore 
these facts. 

The next- question is tins, supposing some brickbats weiv thrown from 
some portion of the mosque at the police—I am sure they cannot prove 
jt—hut supposing that to be the case, T should have though^ that to 
enter a mosque, they should have hesitated a hundred times. Entering 
a mosque for the purpose alleged is a ver\ serious matter. It is not 
said that iin\bnd\ among the police was inpired by the brickbats 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: The Superintendent of Police 

reports that «»n his arrival he saw a number of |>olice who had received 
injuries and bruiser 

Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi: Does lie sa\ that these brickbats 
injured some of the Police 0 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: He s iw brickbats and stones lymg 
about m the lane and a number of policemen who had rt ceiv f, d injuries 

Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi: Lit us *.*e whether they mi 

coneef <a* not It is a question of fact. This is my first point. My 
second request is this At one** there should he striding order* issued 
throughout the count»\ til. t no places nf wniship should be desecrated 
hi the wav thev an* alleged to have bi ,|, n desecrated Immediate orders 
should be issu- fl throughout tin* country that this should not be done T 
hope the Hoii'Hir.ibh the Home Membei will take m\ advice and see that 
.t- is (lone at once In spite of provocation, unless that provocation leads 
to bloodshed nlac-s like the mosque should not be desecrated . iho\ should 
<ilwa\s be respected. 


Then m\ Honourable tri* nd Mr. (»a\a Prasad Singh had something 
to s-yv ag unst- me 1 do not want to retort- to him. He asked me to 
tell him what l thought .ihnut Mufti Kifayatullah. T would only answer 
facts, but not jokes which im Honourable friend had been causing in 
this TLmse as thev should he naturally ignored. When Mufti Kifayat¬ 
ullah is now in jail. T should not have spoken one word in regard to him. 
But- mv Honourable friend has put me a direct question, and T must sav 
what T feel on that Sir. mv friends should know that Mufti Kifayatullah 
has throw’n in his lot with the Congress and is trying to drag the Muslim 
community in to support the Congress movement. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division* Non-Muhammad an) • What is wrong in 
that ? 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh' You wore in the Congress once 
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Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi: I say that this is what he has 
done, and I do not share liis views on that question. On the contrary 
I oppose him on that point. Mufti Kifayatullah may have found for that 
reason a strong advocate in mv Honourable friend, Mr. Gaya Prasad 
Singh, who is a great Mahasabhaite in India. If the Mufti Sahib has 

got any support, I do not grudge him that. But I am not going to 

say anything as to whether the Mufti Sahib was justified in taking the 
action lie did or whether the police made excesses at the time of dispersing 
the assembly, because 1 have not made any inquiries on those points 
1 have confined myself only to the question of the mosque on which 1 
feel very strongly, and confined myself to that alone. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division: Muhammadan liural): 
Sir, I have always held very strong views about keeping law and order, 
and I have never supported nor will ever support any one who breaks 
the law, whatever may he his position in society and whether he be a 
religious head or a political head or without any head at all. 

Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh: Wliat will you do about people who break 
heads? (Laughter.) 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: That is the position, Sir If the law 
was broken by any one or a procession was taken out by any one in con¬ 
travention of the law.—whether the law be good or bad,—that man will 
never find am support from me. But here two questions ha\r been mixed 
up. The real motion of adjournment was intended to bring to the notice 
of Government the happenings in the mosque, and Mr Mnswood Ahmad 
incidentally referred to the question of the procession, and 1 think .... 

Mr. K. C. Neogy (Dacca Division: Non-Muhammadan Kura!): He 
referred also to police excesses 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: About that point I do not want to say 
anything or to test it or to discuss it 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: It is not safe io do so 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: T do not see eye to eye with 

Mr Mas* o<>d Ahmad when lie was that the procession which was going 
to hold a meeting in Queen’s Garden was pea'-etul as he describes it, 
or that it retained its peacefulness till the last But the point which I 
have in mind—and it was ignored by Mr. Maywood Ahmad and uNo by 
the Honourable the Home Member—is whether it should or should not be 
allowed to the police force to enter any place of worship m the manner 
they did in this case. Whatever might have been the report of the 
Senior Superintendent of Police or of the City Magistrate, the photographs 
which we have seen just now belie those reports; and T find from the 
photographs that the earthen pots which are used in the mosque for 
ablution purposes are littered all over the floor in a broken condition. No 
explanation has been given as to how r they wore broken. If the police 
entry into fhe mosque was peaceful, as alleged bv the Senior Superin¬ 
tendent and the City Magistrate, I fail to see how these things could have 
been broken and scattered all over the floor. How was it possible for the 
lanterns to have been broken and damaged as I saw in a photograph just 
now? 
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Mr. G. 0. Biswas: Might have been done by the men in the mosque? 

Mr, Muhamm a d 7axnin Khan: The men in the mosque would Be the 
last persons to do any damage to the property of the mosque. No true 
Mussalman would ever do it even for exhibiting a photograph and accusing 
other people. I do not believe that a Hindu or somebody else would have 
thrown these things or that Mussalmans brought these things from outside. 
Here in this photograph we find that the lanterns are hanging with broken 
glasses and the earthen pots used for washing purposes are broken and 
scattered all over the floor. That shows that the police entry was not as 
peaceful as has been alleged in the police report. They have minimised 
the guilt, of their subordinate officers, and I cannot attach any value to 
such a. report. However, Sir, I think it will add to the prestige of Govern¬ 
ment to come forward and make a full inquiry in a matter like this. It is 
a very serious affair, and whoever commits such an act of desecration,— 
whether he he a Government servant and however highly placed he might 
be—deserves to he dealt with properly T think the prestige of Govern¬ 
ment will rise if they do not allow any wrong done by their officers to escape 
their attention T am a strict disciplinarian and would never permit a 
serious act like this to he minimised In the eyes of all peaceful citizens 
who have rospeet for law and order those officials who break the law are 
equally to he condemned as those who violate it. From the evidence 
winch we have got. it is clear that the entry into the mosque was not as 
peaceful as tho\ want to make out. and the only proper remedy is that 
Government should rise to the occasion and make an independent inquiry 
instead of trusting the superior officers of those people who were really 
concerned in the affair Thcv should have a committee of unbiassed 
people who will idnep before Government the facts in tluir true light. 
And if i; is found that those people have done something which brings 
the Go\eminent into ridicule, these* persons should he dealt with properly; 
and this will raise the Gn\eminent in the eyes of all law-abiding citizens. 
This excuse that the men did not know that it was a mosque is absurd. 
Tie could have seen from the gate that it was a mosque. When a man 
enters a mosque he must know that the floor is of a mosque; he knows 
that there is a raised pulpit. Can niv Honourable friend the Home Member 
su\ that if a. Christian goes to a church and sees the pulpit and other 
tilings lie does not know that- it is a church 0 Nothing of the kind. No 
Muslim can make a mistake about this 

Another matter is the reason for the ladder being shown in the photo¬ 
graph because he went up to the balcony by means of it. If a man says 
when he conn's to the Assembly. “T want to go to the Press Gallen and 
I will do so hv putting up a. ladder from the floor of the House, because 
I understand the entrance to the House is from the lobbies”, can any one 
believe him*’ It. is an absurd idea. Government will never increase 
their reputation bv this kind of reports: they will only lower themselven 
and their officials in flic eyes of people who have been supporting them. 
Tf thc\ find that Government are going on wrong versions, it will bring 
discredit on the reports winch come to them from time to tiihe from 
diffetonf quarters in Tndia So T think Government will be perfectly 
justified, and (he\ will add to their prestige if they do not ignore this 
thing which has happened at a very short distance from here, but to make 
an impartial and full inquiry into this matter and not to let this feeling 
grow or a suspicion lurk that Government do not care for the religion of 
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the people which is very near their heart. With these words I support the 
motion only so far. 

Mr. W. A. Oosgrave (Assam Nominated Official): Mr. President, 
although I have been a Member of this Honourable House off and on for 
seven years 1 have not had the privilege >et of addressing the House 
since you have become President. I therefore take this opportunity, 
when speaking perhaps in the last session that I will be in this House, 
df thanking you for giving me an opportunity of speaking in this important 
debate. 

I fully realise the sincerity with which some Members in this House 
have taken up this subject. 1 lefer particularly to m\ Honourable friend, 
Maulvi Shulee Daoodi and the' Honourable Mover. Mr Maswood Ahmad. 
1 realise that in this ease they do feel most seriously that their religious 
places have suffered some harm, and I only wish that the same high 
standard had been kept up b\ speakers • n all sides of the House. When 
I heard the speech of the amateur detective who comes from Ihhar and 
Orissa, —my Honourable friend Mr (Java Prasad Singh,— 1 do ie»t know 
how lie managed to disguise lnmselt so well .is a sleuth that he escaped 
the notice oi the Police—hut when 1 heard his speech, J was real I \ sorry 
that the level of the debate had been somewhat lowered from what it had 
been at first. 

Now, my Honourable friend. Mr Yamm Khan, lias made it perfectly 
clear, and j think other Member** m the centre of the House have also 
made it perfect I \ clear, that they, unhke some of the •rentlctn* n on the 
opposite Benches, have no quarrel as regards the action of the police taken 
in dispersing.! procession winch was declared unlaw tul. not b\ the Sub- 
Inspector of Police, but by the Cily Magistrate, and the issue 1 m s been 
narrowed down. I think perfectly f.mly bv ni\ friend. Mr Yamin Khan, 
to the incident in tlu mosque 1 for one have cot tin very greatest- respect 
for all religions places, and ] take off my shoes on entering a. mosque, 
just as I know iiiy friend. Mr Yamin Khan, vs ill take off hi* Injicc when 
]»e conies, if he ever comes, with me to a church 

\s it- seems to me that tin- House lias rather lost ils sens.- of pro¬ 
portion in de.ding with tins ease. I ma\ perhaps he allowed to draw atten¬ 
tion again to the statement of tile actual occurrence which has h'*en so 
lucidly put forward by the Honourabh the Home M» mher. Tlie poker m 
dispersing a proi t ssion had he»*ii attacked 1>\ liolers wlio ran d"Wn a. narrow 
Jane and two constables had been stabbed, one seriously injured—and a eas© 
under section 307 of the 1 P C to which I do not want- to refer is 
pending against, the man who stabbed 1 h< two constable-. the nolice 
naturally bad to clear the narrow lane They went down to tins place 
called Kucha Bahman to clear the narrow lane. I submit that if the police, 
when clearing a narrow lane, saw atones being thrown from a balcony or 
gallery above a narrow" lane, or what- w'C call a cvl dr sar, if Hie police saw 
stones being thrown from that balcony. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Tf 

Mr. W. A. Oosgrave: I say ‘ if”—I know mv friend, Mr Neogy, quite 
well find I know he is always fishing in troubled waters .... 
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Mr. K. 0. Weogy: That is what you do, the whole lot of you. 

Mr. W. A. Oosgrave: When I say “if” I admit that I am accepting 
the official report: I will deal later on with the question as to whether 
more attention or value should be attached to the report of the very com* 
potent and very experienced officer who is at present the Deputy Commis¬ 
sioner of Delhi and who will shortly become its Chief Commissioner, as we 
are all very glad to note, or whether more attention ought to be paid to 
that newspaper which I sometimes read with my breakfast—the Hindustan 
Tim vs. To go back to my argument, I say, assuming as correct—and I 
tor one accept it ns correct—the report of Mr. Johnson, the Deputy Com¬ 
missioner based on the report of a perfectly independent European Senior 
Superintendent of Police who had an experienced Muhammadan Deputy 
Superintendent of Police with him. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: May I ask whether Mr. Johnson made 
inquiries himself personally? 

Mr. W. A. Oosgrave: Mr. Johnson wrote the report which has boon 
quoted by the Honourable the Home Member. J eav that after the police 
in that narrow lane had two of their men stabbed, if they had stones thrown 
on them. T suggest they were quite justified in trying to clear the balcony 
from which the stones had been thrown I have seen these pictures and 
I wish that rn\ friend Maulvi Sav\id Murtuxa Sahib had laid his cards or 
rather his photographs on the table a little earlier, because then we couM 
have seen how many stair eases or how many steps there are up to the 
balcony or gallery according to the photograph as T saw it in u ^erv cursory 
manner craning my noek over the* necks of two of her gentlemen, there was 
only one stair ease up to the gallery which is apparently the balcony from 
which the stones were thrown. 

An Honourable Member: Were any thrown 0 

Mr. W. A. Oosgrave: There again T accept the report of the District 
Magistrate: T think it is quite clear. 

Khan Bahadur H. M. Wilayatullah : Ts it stated anywhere in the 
report that entry into the mosque was unavoidable and absolutely neces¬ 
sary in tbe circumstances'' The men arrested were released immediately 
bv the police 

Mr . W A. Oosgrave: T think that if is clear from the photograph that 
t was the only approach to the balcony. Naturally when the police were 
attacked they were hound to go the shortest and quickest way to get to 
Uio era 11 cry from which they had been stoned, and T think that they were 
Justified in going there. It may be that the constables ran ahead of. the 
Sub-Tnsneetor But T think that they had every justification in going up 
to clear the gallery, and T for one cannot believe that there was any delibe¬ 
rate intention to desecrate the sacred building. Here I address myself 
?>articu1arlv to mv friend, Mr Yamin Khan who is an old friend of mine,— 
T have known him for the last 7 years, and ho is a barrister of experience. 
(Hear. hear, from the Nationalist Benches)—T am not addressing mvself 
to the sympathisers of the Congress on the opposite Benches . . . 

f 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola): Jhe Honour¬ 
able Member has to address his observations to the Chair. 

Mr. W. A. Oosgrave: The point 1 wanted to put was tliia. My friend 
Mr. Yanun Khan put his ease extremely well and moderately but I would 
hko to put this point. Supposing there was a balcony above the mosque 
and a bomb was thrown from that balcony or a pistol was fired from that 
balcony,—I believe and 1 hope that pistols are never tired from mosques,— 
would not the police have been justified in going into the mosque to arrest 
the culprits ‘ J All that has really emanated ufter all this thunder is, n6 
tar as 1 can see from this report, that the constables in the hent. of the 
moment ran ahead of their superior officer,—and mind you, some of them 
were Muhammadans,—and ran into the mosque. Now. Sir, 1 thoroughly 
share nil this respect for religious feelings, but 1 do think that some allow¬ 
ance must be marie for constables who were being attacked with stones, 
especially just after two of them had been stabbed with knives, and I do 
think.— 1 know Sir. 1 am addressing the whole House, but if I may say 
so J think m\ words may appeal more to the Members in the Centre of 
the House than m some of the Members sitting on the opposite Benches,— 
1 do think that this is not a matter for censure of Government as a whole, 
and I hope that this Honourable House will not see any reason to adjourn 
as a mark ' 1 censure considering the difficult situation with which the 
])ellu police and the He llu Magistrates have had to deal during the last 
w eek end 

Several Honourable Members: The question may now be put. 


Sir Abdur Rahim (Calcutta and Suburbs- Muhammadan Crban; 
Mr. President. I will say just a few r words about this matter It was 
difficult for me to pillow the last speaker Whether h* considers the 
occurrence as a serious one or not. T do not know exactly what his view 
is or the view oi the Government There can he no doubt whatever that 
this occurrence has aroused a very groat deal of feeling in the community : 
in fact. I might say it has caused excitement and a great deal of unrest, 
among the Muslims of this <*it\ and T urn afraid that this feeling will 
bo reflected throughout the country. The view T take about this incident 
is that it is a natural consequence of the enforcement of the Ordinances 
and of the way in which thev arc being worked Now, for instance. 
Mufti Kifayatullab js. a very well known man. and he is certainlv regarded 
as a religious head of the Muhammadan community throughout India 
(Applause) He is held in the very highest esteem nnd respect, and T 
am sure, whatever explanation Government may give about his arrest, the 
arrest of a man like Mufti Kifayatullnh, will he resented very bitterly bv 
Muhammadan*- throughout India The Jamint-i-TJlema. of which he is 
the President, is a body of tbeologeans who are held in the highest respect 
by the community and whose advice is implicitly followed in nil religious 
matters by the Mussalmans I should like the Honourable the Horne 
Member to consider whether the arrest of a man like that is not an event 
which is bound to excite very serious feelings in the Muhammadan com¬ 
munity? Was it inevitable? This gentleman had 1 gone to preside over a 
meeting. Whether he was actually proposed to the Chair or not, T do 
nol know, hut he had not certainly} delivered any speech nor did any other 
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member make a speech I should have, thought that under the circum¬ 
stances the least that the police could have clone was not to take action 
until something had been said by a man of Mufli Kifayatullah’s position 
to justify the police m arresting him Some oi the processionists might 
have shouted slogans of an undesirable character, but Muiti Kifuyatulluh 
did riot do so Surely before the police arrested a man of his standing 
and position, t lie \ one lit tf > have waited and seen what he was going to 
do. Supposing en\ Honour tide Member of this House holding a position 
Miinil'ir to fin\thing like the posit nn which Mutti Kilayatullah holds 
wanted to spt ak on the Mibiect whether the North-We-t Frontier Ordi¬ 
nances were justifad or not is he liable to be arrested befon he saxs any¬ 
thing which can enme witliiii tin- piirwew of the Ordinances or the ordinary 
law V Surely not As regards the desecration of the mosque, it may be 
that (laceration w u not intended hut the facts do amount to desecration 
m Ihe opinion r»i th" Mussulmans xvhn arc* concerned. Now”, supposing 
smic hnt klmts wew thrown from the balcony, even then the duty of the 
police, unless tliex kwt tlcnr heads, was to ask the men in charge of the 
mosque to «top the men inside from throwing brickbats and to see that 
th**\ did not 1 hr*»\\ brickbats That is the least they could have done before 
entering the mosque and assault ip" the people ms'de the mosque Conduct 
hkc thi^ on the part o| the police k bound to he resented by the community, 
md I therefor- r'nrk that tlu* least the Government can do in a matter 
like this, when some of thi taet- aie disputed is to institute an impartial 
inquirx It tlir*\ do that. md if the facts that may he elicited support 
the (lo\ ernnient xc-moii xxell and good, otherwise Government ought 
t ' lake action nsain-t the officers concerned in this affair. 

Several Honourable Members: The question max now’ he put, Sir 

Mr. President: I , iv»*pf the closure 

The um^tion u that tin question be now put 

The motion was ldoj.ted 


The Honourable Sir James Crerar: Sir. I think that general 1\ speak¬ 
ing I max sax ilint tin remarks of the Honourable gentleman behind me 
1 11 tlie effect that during ihr greater part of the dehate the action of the 
police in dispersing th- unlawful assemhlx has not been challenged and 
that the greati r part ot the debate concentrated upon the question of the 
mosque The otilx subsequent speech wlueh would tend to alter that general 
Mew is that of the Honourable and learne d gentleman who has just resumed 
ins seat lie referred to e ha* lie regarded as the impropriety on the part 
of the execuiive authorities of Delhi m arresting Mufti Kifayatullah before 
he had given am indication of the nature of the speech which he was 
about to make T should like to suv that on the day on which these 
occurrences took place Mufn Kif: xatullah did make a very strong and a 
very violent speech attacking the Government, and subsequently the be¬ 
haviour of the procession whidi lie headed on the way to the Queen's 
Garden xvas certainly of such a character that it could not be, regarded 
as a peaceful procession. It was duly warned by the City Magistrate,be¬ 
fore the police took action Therefore, T do not think that there is "any 
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ground for suggesting that the action of the police was illegal or had any* 
thing whatever to do with the Ordinances. Action was taken under the 
ordinary law, the Criminal Procedure Code. 1 say, therefore, that, so far 
as that incident is concerned, there is no ground for the contention that 
the action was precipitate or unjustified. 

I will pass very briefly to the- question relating to the mosque. With 
regard to that, Honourable Members I think have been impressed by what 
was said by my Honourable friend Mr. Cosgrave with the executive ex¬ 
perience that lie possesses. It should be* very candullv considered by the 
House in dealing with disorders of this kind the police have a specially 
difficult task when they have to enter narrow and confined lanes in order to 
check them with the utmost promptitude Lot me remind the House 
that, because the police were not able to do that with sufficient rapidity, 
only a year ago a very grave tragedy took place in another city m upper 
India. My point is that, when the police have to enter these narrow' 
lanes, one of the greatest dangers to wdiich they can possibly be exposed is 
that of missiles, brickbats, etc , thrown from above causing them serious 
injury, and sometimes even causing death—that is one of the greatest 
dangers to which they are exposed, and they cannot perform Ilu* duty 
or discharge the orders that are given to them until points of attack of 
that kind are cleared. And that, T think, was the unfortunate duty which 
fell upon the police in this case. 

The Honourable and learned gentleman asked me whethi r Govern 
ment considered this n serious matter. Most certainly Government con¬ 
sidered it a serious matter. They considered it a serious matter that the 
police should have to disperse an unlawful assembly at all. They con¬ 
sidered it a very serious matter that action had to he taken,—speedy, 
rapid, and if necessary, somewhat drastic action,—in order to prevent 
such an extension of disorder as might have involved the city of Delhi in 
a great calamity. I quite agree that the matter was very serious, and 1 
sympathise myself very much indeed with the great concern which has 
been expressed on this subject by Honourable Members m the Centre 
Benches. {An Honourable Member • “That is only lip sympathy/') But 
when I have to weigh the actual record of the occurrences, when I have 

to weigh the deliberate report of an officer of the experience and of the 

integrity of the present Senior Superintendent of Police, I am bound to 
give a greater degree of credit to the report of such a responsible officer 
than I can possibly give to a newspaper report, the authority of which 
is entirely unknown. Therefore. I am bound to hold, although the police 
officers in this case unfortunately had to enter this mosque, in view of 
the fact that, the greater part of this police party were themselveR Mus- 

salmans and were under the direction of Mussalman officers, T cannot 

believe that anything was done in the way of deliberate and wanton 
damage, still less of desecration. I shall consider the views which have 
been expressed by my Honourable friend Mr. Sbafee Daoodi in careful 
consultation with the Chief Commissioner, and I shall consider in con¬ 
sultation with him whether any further action is necessary in this matter. 
But I am bound to adhere to the views which T have already expressed, 
and if I am asked to compare the credit of a responsible report of a 
responsible officer, which has been communicated to me through the 
higher officers of the Administration, with that of a newspaper report, I 
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am bound to accept the former in preference to an irresponsible report in 
the Press. Therefore, 1 ask the House to affirm that, in the unhappy, 
difficult and dangerous situation with which the Delhi authorities had to 
deal in the last two or three days, they have acted well in the discharge 
of their duty, and that being so, I submit that they are entitled to the 
confidence and the support of this House. (Applause.) 

Mr. President: The question which 1 have to put is: 

“That the House do now adjourn". 

The Assembly divided: 

(As the Division results were about to be announced, an Honourable 
Member came to the Secretary’s table asking for permission to record his 
vote.) 

The Honourable Sir George B&iny (Leader of the House): It is a very 
important matter on which the House would like to have the considered 
ruling of the Chair, as to whether a Member who had not passed through 
the lobby at the propel time is eutitled to vote? 

Mr. D. K. Lahiri Chaudhury: On a point of information. It was the 
custom of the House that votes were counted before declaration in your 
predecessor's tome . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola) : The Chair 
wishes to follow at present the precedent which was laid down before, 
munch. that votes are accepted at the table, but the Chair wishes to 
make it clear that it reserves to itself the power to reconsider the matter 
in all its aspects before giving its considered ruling. On the present 
occasion * following past practice, it allows the votes to be recorded. 
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' Allah Haksh Khan Tiwana, Khan 
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Snrdar. 

Lai Cliand, llonv Captain Rao 
Bahadur Chaudhri 


Macqueen, Mr P. 

Mooro, Mr. Aithur 
Morgan. Mr. G 

Muklierjee, Rui Bahadur 8. 'C 
Nixon, Mr. J. C. 

Noyce, Sir Frank. 

Pandit Rao n.ihadui S R 
Pun, Mi (loMvami M. R 
Raghubir Smgh, Kunwar 
ILmi}, 'I lift Honourable Sir George 
Rajah. Ran Bahadur M C 
Rama ILio. Pivan Palladia C 
Ran, Mr P R 
R\an, Mi T 

S.dn, Mi 1 1 mm Pi a-hid Nara\ .* n . 
Sarmi. Mi R S 

Schustoi, The Honourable Sn Geor ;r 
Scott, Mi J Ramsay 
Seam .hi M» C 1\ 

Slici Miih.mirii.nl Khan (•akli.tr. 

Captain 
St odd. Mi K. 

Snkhraj R.u Rai Rahadni 
Tait, M> Join. 

Wood, Sir Edgar 
Young, Mi G M 


NOES—50, 


The motion was negatived 

The Assembl\ then adjourned till FJrven of llie Clock on Tuesday, 
the 15th March, 1932 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Tuesday , loth March , 1932. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House nt 
Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

li\Tfcs foh Common’ L\ijot’i: is 'inr Delhi Province. 

701. *Mr. E. F. Sykes: (a) Will Government please say what rate*; 
art' being paid for common labour in the various Government Department?* 
and Municipal bodies in the Delhi Province? 

(h) If Government lmve am 'nformation as to the rate* paid by 
private employ* rs will tl»e\ be good enough to give them*"' 

Mr A. G. Clow: [a) and (It). 1 presume that the Honourable Member 
means bv common labour unskilled labour An endeavour will bo made 
to ascertain the level ol earnings for «*ueh labour on building work for 
Government and private* emplo\ees. It reliable figure*, can be secured, 
they will he placed on the table 

Mr. E. F. Sykes: May I nsk the Honourable Member *f he me ms to 
Ra\ tliat be doe- not know what is bring paid at the present moment? 

Mr. A. G. Clow: Not by private emplmers. certainh. St 

Mr. E. F. Sykes: Man I ask bow long he will take to ascertain this 0 

Mr. A. G. Clow: I hope it will not take ver\ long 
+792—800. 

Disregard of tfie Child Marriage Restraint Act. 

801. *Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla: (a) Will Government rlen&v 
state if tlu"' are aw art* that the Child Marriage Restraint Act of 1920 stands 
only in name <»n the Statute Book and is being utterly disregarded in 
practice ? 

(h) Will Government be pleased to state what steps, if any, thev or 
the various provincial Governments to their knowledge have taken for the 
strict enforcement of the above Act? 

(c) If the reply to part {h) bo in the negative, will Government please 
state what measures they now propose to adopt in this matter? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: I would refer the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber to the reply I gave in this House to parts ( b), (c) and ( d) of starred 
question No. 72 on the 9th September. 1931, on the same subject. 

tThese questions were included in the list of questions on the 14th March, 1932 

( 2009 ) 
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Number of Convictions under the Child Marriage Restraint Act* 

802. *Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla: Will Government please state, 
after enquiring from the various local Governments, the total number of 
convictions made in tlieir respective provinces on account of disobedience 
of the Child Marriage Restraint Act? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: 34, according to the information 
available. 

Cost of British and Indian Soldiers and Officers in India. 

803. *Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla: (a) Will Government kindly 
inform the House of the approximate 1 expenditure incurred on the main¬ 
tenance of the British troops in India? 

(h) Will Government please state the starting salary of an Indian 
soldier and also that of a British soldier? 

(r) Will Government please also state the highest salary at present 
drawn by an Indian military officer and also by a British officer? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) About Rs. 13 crores a year. 

(b) The minimum pay of an Indian nepoy is Rs 10 a month: that of 
a British private Rs. 1 8/- a day. 

(c) The most highly paid combatant Indian King's Commissioned 
officer so far is drawing Rs 975 a month, less a temporary cut of 10 per 
cent. The most highly paid British officer is His Excellency the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, whose salary is Rs*. 1 lakh a year, less a temporary cut 
of 15 per cent 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: I am sorry I could not cat eh the Honourable 
Member’s answer, what is the pay of the Indian soldier and of the British 
soldier per month? 

Mr. G. M. Young: Rs. 10 a month, and Rs. 1/8/0 a day, respectively. 

Retrenchment in Military Expenditure. 

804. *Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla: (a) Will Government please 
<4ate the total number of representations received In them urging the 
necessity of making drastic retrenchment in the military expenditure? 

(b) What response do Government propose to make to the above re¬ 
presentations and when? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) T am afraid that no count has boon kept of such 
representations. 

(b) Government have already responded. A memorandum showing 
the latest reductions in full was circulated to Honourable Members on the 
7th March. 

Censorship of Foreign Newspaper Correspondents tn India. 

805. *Mr. X. 0. Neogy: (a) Will Government be pleased to state if 
•Re speeches delivered bv the Right Honourable Sir Samuel Hoare in the 
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'British House of Commons on the 29th February last in the course oi the 
debate on the India Office estimates were b«s< d on facts supplied by the 
Government of India? 

(b) If so will Government refer to his statement that “no check to-day 
was placed on any foreign newspaper correspondent in India in sending 
news to his country or any part of Europe", and sa\ whether the restric¬ 
tions regarding censorship to which Indian newspapers and Indian news 
• g< ncjcK are subject do not apply to foreign newspaper correspondents? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: (a) The Secretary ot state is k-*pt 
inlh informed b\ the Government of India of all important matteis and the 
Honourable Member iria\ assume that the speeches* referred to were made 
m the light of information m bis possession. 

(h) Then* js no censorship or interference with messages addressed to 
irputahlc neu.«-papers or Dress agencies outside India 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Ma> 1 know if Indian newspapers a it subjected 
t• i a greater restriction »n the matter ot sending telegrams than English 
newspapers in this country? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: I think then* is a difference between 
the publication of a pi»^sibl\ alarmist or false r« port m (kiwnpore. where it 
miLlit- immcdiateK lead to disorder, and the publication of the same report 
m ^a\ Garriekfergus where it would be innocuous. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: T)o T take it that the Indian correspondent is 
placed on the ^ame footing tile Kuro])c m correspond* lit m Mm countrv 
.n the matter of sending telegram* to newspapers in ioreign c» .untried*’ 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: That. 1 believe. is -o 

Mr. K. C. Neogy: Do I take it that nothing depends upon the national- 
t\ if ih«* e /m^pondenl but that e\en thing depends upon the destination 
t the telegram ? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: And the responsibility of the now* 
Mgenc\ or correspondent. 

Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal: The Secretary of State is reported to have 
said—vide clause (Id of the qucst’nn that “Yo cheek to-da\ was pla -ed on 
im foreign newspaper correspondent m India in ^ending new- to Ins 
country or am part of Europe". Is there anv particular point in the 
phrase “foreign newspaper correspondent" Would am nati"Upj of this 
country he placed in the same position 0 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: T think this particular observnt.on 
was intended to refer to correspondents of newspapers out of India 

Mr. K. C. Neogy: Do T take it- that the Indian correspondent of a 
foreign newspaper is in the same position ns the foreign correspondent of a 
foreign newspaper working in India? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: Yes. T think that is so. 

A 2 
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Diwan Bahadur Harbilas Sarda: Do the words “to his country or any 
part of Europe” exclude America? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: Geographically, Sir, I think they 
cannot. 


Inconvenient Timings ok Trains at Aligarh. 

806. *Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (on behalf of Hnji Ghaudhury Muhammad 
Ismail Khan): (a) Is it a fact that for the last four or five years, the 
16 Down East Indian Railway express used to give connection to the Agra- 
Baroilly Passenger, No. 69 Up. at Aligarh? 

(It) Is it also a fact that with effect from March 1st. 1962, this 16 
Down express reaches Aligarh only a few minutes after the departure 
of this Agra-Bareilh passenger? 

(t r) Do Government know that it was the only eonvemeut train f»»r 
third class passengers specially who wanted to tr;nel in the evening irom 
Delhi to Bareilly ? If so. what special necessity’ arose to discontinue th’~ 
arrangement? 

((f) Are Government prepared to consider the desirability of bringing thU 
matter to the notice of the Agent, East Indian Railway, with a view to 
remowng thi> new inconvenience to the travelling public at au early date? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: (a) Prior to 1st March 1962 16 Down was timed to 
pass through Aligarh heiore the arrival of 69 Up at that station I have, 
however, not been able to verif\ how long this arrangement w'as m force, 
but am prepared to accept the Honourable Member ^ statement on thi< 
point. 

I h , Yes 16 Down arrives at Aligarh 16 minutes after the departure 
of 69 Up. 

(r) According to the East Indian Railway Time Tabh in force from 1st 
March 196»2 a tram le.iw* Dellii ;,i 18-16 by wlneli passengers can travel 
rm Morad.ibad arriving at Bareilly at 6-19. Government arc not aware of 
the reasons for the changes in the tunings of 16 Down and 69 Up 

(rl) I will s*»nd the Agent. East Indian Railway, a copy of flic Honour¬ 
able Member's question and of tins answer for such action as la* may 
consider necessary. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Why are the Commercial Managers changing 
the timings so often, to the great inconvenience of the public? Is it not 
due to the fact that they have nothing else to do? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: I hope not. Sir. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: What is the meaning of negation? Do they not 
change the timings for no cogent reasons but simply to while aw r av thefr 
time ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: At present I bolieve the railways are always* considering 
the possibility of reducing the number of trains owing to the fall in traffic 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: But you do not reduce the number of trains by 
changing the timings 10 minutes forward or backward? 
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Mr. P. R. Rau: If you alter the number of trains, you have necessarily 
to alter the timings also. 

Promotion of Certain Town Inspectors of Post Offices. 

807. *Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali (on behalf of Mr. Uppi Saheb 
Bahadur): (a) Will Government, be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that the posts of Town Inspectors attached to first class Head Port Offices 
in India which were time-scale appointments were converted into lower 
selection grade posts in 1927, and the then existing incumbents of the &aid 
posts were promoted to selection grade in preference to their seniors*.' 

( b ) Will Government be also pleased to state whether it is under con¬ 
templation to reconvert these posts into time-scale posts? If so, what 
are the reasons for it and \wli the existing incumbents, who were specially 
promoted for their qualifications as Town Inspectors, be allowed to remain 
m selection grade in other vacancies or revert to time-scale? 

(c) If they will not be reverted, will Government kindly state the reasons 
for it? 

Mr. T. Ryan: (/) The facts as stated are substantially correct 

(b) This is one of the items of possible economies awaiting further 
investigation suggested bv the Ports and Telegraphs Retrenchment Sub¬ 
committee, and Government arc not in a position to anticipate their 
future line of action. 

(r) Does not arise. 

Claims of Indian Holders of Rouble Notes. 

SOS. *Mr Jagan Nath Aggarwal: Gi) With reference to the answer 
given by Government to my question No. 1234, dated the 7th November, 
1931, regarding the claims of Indian holders of rouble notes, will Govern¬ 
ment kindly inform the House if they are in a position to state whether 
the claims of such holders of notes have been referred to the Anglo- 
Asiatic Debts and Claims Committee sitting in London and if the same 
have been admitted? 

(b) Arc Government aware that considerable hard&hip has been caused 
to a large number of Central Asian traders in British India who had their 
funds locked up m these notes and have been patiently waiting for the 
settlement of these claims ever since 1917? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: (a) The claims were so referred, but the negotia¬ 
tions have proved abortive. 

(b) Government are aware that there may have been hardship in indi¬ 
vidual instances* but can suggest no remedy. 

Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal: Do I take it. that this is now a closed 
chapter, and that there is no possibility of any relief being given? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: The negotiations may of course be resumed at 
«ome future date. 
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Number of Persons discharged from the Office of the Controller 
of Military Accounts, Lahore. 

809. *Mr. lagan Nath Aggarwal: (a) Will Government kindly inform 
the House of the number of persons recently discharged from the office of 
the Controller of Military Accounts, Lahore ? 

(6) What are the principles on which such discharges have taken place? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) It is presumed that the Hon¬ 
ourable Member refers to the individuals who have been served with 
notices of discharge under the Retrenchment terms. If so, the number 
of those selected for compulsory retirement is 33, and of those who have 
volunteered for retirement is# 21. 

(b) Since the establishment of the Military Accounts Department is on 
an all-India list, the final selection was made on an all-India basis To 
provide the material for this. Selection Boards were constituted in even 
Military Accounts office, and these Boards were required to submit classi¬ 
fied lists of personnel with detail* as to age. length of service, communitv 
etc. From these classified lists the tinal selection was made, following the 
general principles laid down by Government for the selection of personnel 
for retirement In accordance w ith those principles, retrenchment was 
carried out in the following order* 

(a) by the acceptance of voluntary resignations or retirements; 

( b) by the compulsory retirement of those classified a* persons 

whose work was so consistently unsati»factor\ that their 
retention, while others were discharged, would be unjustifi¬ 
able ; 

(c) b\ tliH discharge oi selected men with *25 or more years' service 

or les*s than 10 years' service 

In the application of these principles the condition bud down by Gov¬ 
ernment regarding communal proportions lias been fulfilled that is. on 
an all-India ba*is, the ratio between the various communities represented 
by their numbers as thev stood before retrenchment has been maintained 
to the nearest practicable figure 

Employees of the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 

810. *Mr. S. C. Mitra (on behalf of Mr. B. X. Misra) Will Government 
be pleased to state the number of employees in the Bengal Nagpur Railway 
drawing a salary of (a) 1L. 500 and above, (b) Rs. 50 to 400. and (c) Rs. 40 
and below ? 

Mr. P R Rau* The information available will be found in Appendix F 
of Vol. I and Appendix 0 of Yol. II of the Report by tlu; Railway Board 
on Indian Railways for 1030-31, copies of which are in the Library of the 
House. 

Passes issued during Holidays on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 

811. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra (on behalf of Mr. B. N. Misra): (a) Will Govern¬ 
ment be pleased to state the number of passes issued by the Bengal 
Nagpur Railway in 1031: 

(i) during the Durga Puja holidays, 

(ii) during the Christmas holidays, and 
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(iii) during the whole year 1931 besides the above mentioned occa¬ 
sions? 

( b ) If Government have no information, arc they prepared to enquire 
and lay the information on the table of the House? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: (a) Government have no information. 

(?>) The compilation of the information asked for would involve a very 
considerable amount of labour disproportionate to am use to which it could 
be put, and I regret, therefore, that I am unable to agree to obtain these 
particulars. 


Fees charged from Visitors to Steamers. 

812. *Mr. S. G. Jog: (a) Is it a fact that Government have authorized 
the various shipping companies to recover a fee of Rs. 3 per permit to 
allow visitors on board a steamer? 

( b ) If so, is the authority given to all companies or only to a few? 

(c) If only to a few, will Government please state to which companies 
the authority is given? 

(d) Is it m fact that such authority is given to companies on the 
understanding that such collections should be used for charitable pur¬ 
poses ? 

(e) Will Government state the amounts recovered by the companies 
during the last two years? 

( f ) Will Government- state how these collections have been utilized by 
these companies 0 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : The Government of India are not in 
possession of complete information on the subject. Enquiries are being 
made from Local Government**, and on receipt of the information a reply 
will he la'(l on the table of tin* House. 

N\mes of Roads in New Delhi. 

813. *Mr. S. G. Jog: (a) Is it a fact that the different names given 
to different roads in New Delhi were given in consultation with somebody 
or any committee appointed for the said purpose? 

(b) If so, will Government please state the name of that body or 
committee or department whatever that may be? 

(c) Is that body or committee still functioning? 

( d) If not, will Government please state which body at present is 
dealing with this matter, that is the naming of roads and associating 
them with some important personages of the past or present? 

Mr. A. G. Clow: (a) and (b). An informal Committee consisting of 
the Chief Commissioner, the Chief Engineer, the Superintending Engineer 
and the Consulting Architects went into the matter and made various 
suggestions in 1919. These were adopted with minor alterations by the 
New Capital Committee at their meeting on the 24th December, 1919, 
and given effect to. 

(c) No. 
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(d) The Government of India, in consultation with the Chief Commis¬ 
sioner, Delhi, and the Chief Engineer, Central Public Works Department, 
without prejudice to the rights of the New Delhi Municipal Committee in 
this matter, under section 3 79 of the Punjab Municipal Act, 1911. 

Refusal to exhibit certain Jewellery at Mohenjodaro. 

814. v Mr. K. P. Thampan (on behalf of Mr. Lalchand Navalrai): (a) 
With reference to the answers of Sir Frank Noyce to parts (d) and (c) of my 
starred question No. 58, given on the 20th January, 1932, in which it was 
stated that “There is no ground for the suggestion that there has been 
differential treatment between Indians and Europeans’* in the* matter of 
exhibiting the jewellery to visitors* at Mohenjodaro, has the attention of 
Government been drawn to a signed article by Mr. A S Iyengar published 
m the Hindustan Times of 22nd and 21th February. 1932, unde? the head¬ 
ing “The Message of Mohenjodaro”? 

(b) What steps have Government taken on the complaint of the 
writer that although Mr. Mackav, the officer m charge ot explorations 
at Mohenjodaro. protested innocence a< to tin* charge of racial discrimi¬ 
nation contained in my question, he refused to exhibit the jewellery 
even when Mr. A. S. Iyengar made a specific request therefor to him? 
If not, why has no action been taken? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state if on this occasion when the 
jewellery was refused to be shown to Air. Iyengar, the key of the safe 
was available or not? 

Sir Frank Noyce: (a) Yes 

( b j As no definite instruction^ had at that turn nerii issued >n regard 
to the exhibition of jewellery to Msitors to Mohenjodaro and, as Mr. 
Iyengar did not pres* the point, the jeweller\ was not shown to him 
Instructions have however since been issued that ihr jeuellen Jinn Id be 
shown to any visitors or students ot archaeology who arc genuinely in¬ 
terested in it. It ha*, also been impressed upon the staff attached to the 
Museum and excavations that every courtesy should be shown to visitors. 

(r) The key of the safe containing the jewellery was available 

Accounts of Discoveries at Mohenjodaro. 

815. *Mr. K P. Thampan (on behalf of Mr Lalchand Navalrai) (a) Has 
the complete collection of writings on the Mohenjodaro discoveries by Sir 
John Marshall arrived in India and arc any of the new volumes available 
in the Library of the House? 

(b) Is it a fact that the cost of each new volume is over Rs. 150? 

(c) Do Government propose to take up the suggestion of Mr. A. S. 
Iyengar that accounts of excavations and discoveries together with photo¬ 
graphs be published in popular language in English and in principal 
vernaculars? If not, why not? 

Sir Frank Noyce: (a) Copies of Sir John Marshall's work on Mohenjodaro, 
which is in three volumes, have only recently been received in India. A 
set will be placed in the Library of the House. 

(b ) No, the price of the complete set is £12-12-0. 

(c) The suggestion will receive the careful consideration of Govern¬ 
ment. 
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Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Is it a fact that Sir John Marshall gets a 
fchare from the sale proceeds of the book ? 

Sir Frank Noyce: No, not from the sale pr6eeods of this book. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Who has paid the <*o*t oi the printin'* of this 
book*' 

Sir Frank Noyce: The publishers Sir. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: And not the Government 9 

Sir Frank Noyce: No The book i< published by Messrs. Prcbstbain 
and Co 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: \nd tin \ h«m* paid the io<t ol printing? 

Sir Frank Noyce: Obvious] 

Absence of the Superintendent or the Wireless Branch of the 

Office or the Director Deneuve of Posts and Telegraphs. 

816. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: Will Government be pleased 

to state 

(a) the total period of absence of the Superintendent in the Wireless 
Branch of the Director General, Posts and Telegraphs’ office 
after the retirement from the service of Mr. cleMagrv ; 

(M whether any Super litendent was employed in the Wireless 
"Branch during Mr dcMagry’s leave; if so, whether he was 
a m.in of the Postal Branch or Telegraph Branch of the De¬ 
partment , and 

(e) what Die r eas'»n< are tor his absence from the Wireless Branch? 

Mr. T. Ryan: (a) The Wireless Branch dispinsod with a Superintendent 
from tla lNth JuK to the D-veinlier. 10-11 

(h\ Yes. i a* assistant «>: the telegraph traffic branch officiated as 
Superintendent 

(,■) It was considered tli.it la* .'>nid he more usefully employed as offi¬ 
ciating Superinn lideiit in the hianeh where lie had prev:ouD\ been work- 
mg. 

Employment of a Separ\te Superintendent tor the Wireless- Branch 

ok the Office of the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs. 

817. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: (a) Is it a fact that the 
Wireless Branch of the Director General, Posts and Telegraphs office is 
how located in a room in which the Engineering Branch of the same office 
is also located? 

(b) Is it a fact that besides the Director, Wireless, who is in charge 
of the Wireless Branch, the major portion of the wireless technical 
matters is the concern of the Chief Engineer, Telegraphs, who is in charge 
of the Engineering Branch more than any other Branch Officer of the 
Department? 
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(c) If the reply be in the affirmative, will Government be pleased to 
state the neeessity for re-employing a separate Superintendent from the 
Postal Branch instead of placing the Branch under the supervision of the 
Superintendent of the Engineering Branch? 


Mr. T. Ryan: (a) Yes, as regards the clerical staff. 

(b) The meaning of the question is obscure The Director of Wireless 
is the head of the Wireless Branch and is primarily responsible for all 
Wireless technical matters He refers certain questions to the Chief 
Engineer who is naturally more concerned than non-technical branch 
officers with engineering technical matters. 

(c) The Wireless Branch is a distinct section of the office which 
requires its own Superintendent, especially now that the officer strength 
of the branch has been reduced owing to retrenchment 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Retrenchments in the Military Finance Department. 

173. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state the total number of men in the ministerial as well as the officers’ 
staff in the Military Finance Department as it stood before and after the 
retrenchments were given effect to? 

(h) Is it a fact that, generally speaking, when carrying out retrench¬ 
ments, care is taken to safeguard the interests of the permanent men as 
compared with those who hold temporary appointments in the office con¬ 
cerned or are on deputation from other Departments? 

(c) Is it a fact that the above principle has not been followed in the 
Military Finance Department and that not a single man who is on 
deputation from the Military Accounts Department has been axed and 
that all the retrenched men belong to the substantive staff of the Military 
Finance Department? 


The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) 


♦Fxdades the Deputy 
Financial Adviser 
(Itoyal Air Force), who 
gets Rs. ISO only from 
civil estimates. the 
balance of pay being 
borne by Military Ac¬ 
counts Department. 

Ministerial establishment including 108 98 

Gazetted Superintendents. 

( b ) In carrying out retrenchment consideration is given to the interests 
of all classes who mav be affected, and an endeavour is made to find the 


Officers 


Before 

retrench¬ 

ment. 

11 * 


After 

retrench¬ 

ment. 

10 * 
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solution which will cause the lea*t hardship consistent with the mainten¬ 
ance of efficiency. In the Military Finance Branch, the establishment 
includes, as a regular element, a proportion of personnel drawn from the 
Military Accounts Department and the interests ot that class require con¬ 
sideration equally with the interests of the ordinary Secretariat- element. 

(c) No. One of tlu* Military Accounts staff was reverted to his Depart¬ 
ment. The number of the ordinary Secretariat personnel who were 
retrenched is 7. On the laeds of the total numbers in each category the 
Military Accounts element took a proportionately larger share of the 
burden than tin* Secretariat element. It must he remembered that heavy 
retrenchments an* being marie in the* Military Accounts Department and 
that the reversion of personnel from the Military Finance Branch merely 
transfers the burden to that Department. 


Recruitment of Assistant Financial Advisers from the Military 
Accounts Department. 

174. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state why one of the appointments of Assistant Financial Advisers is re¬ 
served for an individual of the Military Accounts Department in addition 
to the Deputy Financial Advisers who are also recruited from that source? 

(h) Will Government kindly say whether in view of the fact that one 
of the posts of Assistant Financial Advisers has been abolished, it is still 
proposed to reserve one such appointment for a Military Accounts man? 
If so. will Government please state reasons t} 

(rj Is it a fact that no Indian Assistant Financial Adviser has ever 
been appointed to the superior staff of tlit Military Accounts Department? 
If not. win not? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) The reservation of one post 
ot Assistant Financial Achisor lor a g.i/ett**d offi'u*r of the Military Accounts 
Department is in accordance with the view that the efficiency of the 
Military Finance Branch k increased by a haven in all grides of per¬ 
sonnel win- ha\e had practical e\p« rieiiei in a Military Accounts office. 
Moivmer. the reservation ot till', post is m>iiu measure of compensation 
for the tart that Wist ant Financial Advisers ot the Secretariat category 
are eligible for promotion, by selection, to the Superior Service of the 
Militan Accounts Department. 

(/>) Tlu* reasons for tlu* reservation of one post tor a Military Accounts 
officer are not affected by tlu* reduction by one of the total number of 
posts of Assistant Financial Adviser. 

(<•) The repl\ is in the affirmative. Vacancies in the Superior Service 
of the Military Accounts Department are filled to the extent of two-thirds 
by direct recruitment and to the extent- of one-third by promotion. Assist¬ 
ant Financial Advisers have no claim to promotion to the Superior Service 
but are eligible for consideration along with gazetted officers of the Sub¬ 
ordinate Service of the Military Accounts Department. Promotions are 
made on the recommendation of a Selection Board. No Indian Assistant 
Financial Adviser has so far been recommended by the Selection Board 
for promotion. 
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Military Accounts Department Men on Deputation in the Military 
Finance Department. 

175. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Is it a fart that there are persons in 
•the Budget Section of the Military Finance Department on deputation 
from the Military Accounts Department? If so, what rates of pay and 
allowances are they drawing? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Tin* reply to the first part, of the 
question is in the atiirniatju*. As regards the second part. 1 hn a state¬ 
ment on the table. 

i 

''tat* m* nt '-hot* in*/ rat* •* of pay i.nd aV*nranr*< •!,*,** n t*y th* \***wntaht and 

->f the Military Acfnunt* Ihpmtmmt on d*/.Mat,on to t/i* liadytt *■*'» *nm o: the 
Mi/itartf Finance I)* partnif/it. 




Ps. 


As&istfint-in-eharge 

. Fay 

440 ' 



Local Allowance 

| 

80 | 





70s 


i>uty „ 

S8 1 



Spl. pay . 

10OJ 


Second Assistant 

. . . . Pay . • 

410| 

so) 

400 


Local Allowance 


Clerks— 




Fii-ht . . . 

. Pa\ . 

170) 

{ 

235 


T.otal Allowance 

«•-» 5 


Second 

. Pay . 

i ,r ’> 

Co) 

210 


Local Allowance 


Third . 

. Pay . 

225 ) 



Local Allowance 

7o) 


Apart Iimm the .special p.r 

, r rim ,, s'>ii«lo to thr A,-"jst.t}it in ( 1 .:li m 

*, the 

icimji.ci.ilion 

on tlie ?•'fh's ^nrutioried j. 

or pel si, cm J employ t J i.o the o f I)< 

•i of 

tin- .Mihuiiy 


Accountant General. 

Appointment of Under Secretaries in the Military Finxncb 

Department. 

176. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: (a) AY ill Government, be pleased to 
state if it is contemplated to mate some posts of “Under Secretaries” 
in the Military Finance Department? If so, what is to be tin* grade of 
pay of the officers and how are they to be recruited? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state whether at the time when the 
officer holding the post of Assistant Financial Adviser was axed, there were 
two vacancies in that grade? Are the posts referred to still filled up 
temporarily? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) The reply to the first part 
of the question is in the negative. As an experimental measure of 
economy one post of Deputy Financial Adviser is being reduced in status 
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and pay to that of a Junior Deputy Financial Adviser. The post is to 
be filled by an officer of class II of the Superior Service of the Military 
Accounts Department, who will draw his substantive departmental pay 
with additional pay at l*s. 200 a month. 

(b) The reply is in the affirmative 

Appointment of Muslims to Various Appointments in Ajmek- 

Merwara. 

177. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: (ai Is it a fact that cut of 
half a dozen or more judicial gazetied appointments in the grade of 
Its 000—20—000/40—800 in Ajiner-Merwara none is held by a Muslim, 
and that all the gazetted revenue appointments in Ajmer-Merwara are held 
by non-Muslims? 

({>) Is it- a fact that all the posts of clerks in the English line in Ajmer- 
Merwara in the grade of IN 275—1.7—350 the grade of 200—10—270, and 
the grade of 1,10—7—18,1 are held bv non-Muslims? 

(c) Is it a fact that of the 21 prsfs in the upper division of clerks# in 
the English line in Ajrner-Merwnra onh two are held by Muslims? 

(<1) Is it a fact, that out of 43 posts m the lower division of clerks in 
the English line in Ajmer-MVruara onb t air are Muslims? 

('1 Is it t \ fact that all lhe po r -ts o" clerks in the vernacular line in 
Ajmer-Merwara in the grade in IN 200—8—240. the grade of 
IN. 1,10—5—200, the grade of Ps 1.10—7—185, and the grade oi 
TN 00—.1—120 —° 150 art held bv non-Mushtns V 

(t) Is it a fact that tlu-ri i< n<> Muslim holding a post of above Ps. 20 
per lnrusrin in tbe m-i \ k\ ot the Ajmer-Merwara Forest, Jail, and 
lneoinc-ta\ departments. « m opt «»ne jemad ;i in tin jail? 

0/) Is ^ a fact that out oi six appointments m the Excise Preventive 
staff m Ajmer-Merwara onl\ one is held by a Muslim? 

(h) Is it a fact that Muslim graduates are kept in the lower grade of 
clerks m the English line, . IN 4h— 2—00—3—90. in Ajmer-Merwara 
whereas non-Muslim non-graduates are holding posts m the higher grades, 
including the grade of IN 27,7—15—350? 

(0 Is it a laet that the Muslims f nn about- 35 per ceyit. of the total 
population of Ajmer-Merwara? 

(j) If what are stated at part?# (a) to (A above are facts, what steps do 
Government propose to take to secure an adequate representation, on the 
population basis, of the Muslims in Government service in Ajmer- 
Merwara ? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: On \one of the 5 Judicial and 3 Pevenue gazetted 
appointments in the grade lnentimvd is held by a Muhammadan, nor 
does a member of this community hold either of the other two revenue 
gazetted posts in this District The highest judicial post, thafclbf Addi¬ 
tional District, and Session Judge on TN 1.000—50—1.250. is held by a 
Muslim. 

(i b ) Yes. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) No. 

(e) Yes. 
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(f) ^es. so ifir its tlio Forest and Income-tax Departments are con¬ 
cerned. 

No. as regards tin* Jail Department. 

{()) Vos. 

(h^ No distinction is made between Muslims and non-Muslims in making 
promotions irom the -Lower to the Higher grades. There art* two Muslim 
graduates in the lower grade, one of whom has taken his degree since 
hi* was recruited. On passing the prescribed tests the\ will he promoted 
in the ordinary course. 

O’) No. Seventeen per cent. 

(/) Tin* questions contain material omissions and niis-statenients. *28 
per cent of the posts m the 'various branches of the clerical cadre (44 
out ol 150) are held h\ Muslims A Mii*Jmi holds the highest judicial 
appointment. Three ol the eight posts of T.disildar and Naih Tahsildar 
are held b\ Muslims. «ind these* will In* eligible m due course for promo¬ 
tion to the higher (gazetted) posts Muslims .ire well represented m the 
higher Appointments in other departments such as !*oliee and Kdue.ition. 
It s<i ha]>pens that at present none of the 8 Revenue and Judicial appoint¬ 
ments in the Rs. —800 grade is held b\ a Muslim. The incumbents 

ol these posts are senior officials whose services obviously cannot he dis¬ 
pensed with mereh to create a vacancy for a Muslim 


Recruitment o i two unqualified non -Muslim Fleers in Ajmer- 

Merwaua. 

178 Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: Is it a .‘act that two non-Muslims, 
one under-gr.idutite and the other an unpassed Foimuercial Diploma candi¬ 
date have been direetlv recruited in (iovermnent '-eruce in 11n* Upper 
Division of clerks in tin* English line in Ajmer-Merwara, and ih.it the 
rules allow' the direct recruitment of mil\ graduates m tlie said Fpper Divi¬ 
sion ? it so, win were the two candidates referred to duvctlv recruited? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: This question apparent h relates to one appoint - 
meiit made in 1025 and another in 1028 The persons appuinted had special 
nuahfications and their recruitment did not invohe the infringement "f 
any rule. 


Non-Appointment of Qualified Muslims is Ajmer-Merwara. 

179. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: (a) Are. Government aware that 
a large number of Muslim graduates and LL.B ’s lane been unsuccess¬ 
fully trying for appointments in Government service m Ajmer-Mcruara, 
whereas the local Administration has been defending its policy of not 
giving the Muslims adequate representation in Government service by the 
argument fM competent Muslims are not available? 

(b) If so, what action do Government propone to take in the matter? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: (a) and (h). The appointments in this small dis¬ 
trict are ven limited in number and then* is a verv large number of 
graduate candidates for an\ vacanc\ that may from time to time occur. 
There have been a few* Muslim graduates :md LL TVs among tlu* unsuc- 
*».f-sful candidates, but the claims of all suitable candidates of all com¬ 
munities arc fully considered when appointments arc made. 
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Appointment of Muslims to the Office of the Commissioner, 

Ajmer-Merwara. 

180. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: (a) r s it a fact that 
the post of the Superintendent of the office of the Commissioner, Ajmer- 
Merwara, has never been hold by a Muslim? 

(h) Is it a fact that the non-Muslim who holds the poM oi the Head 
clerk of the office ol the Commissioner, Apner-Mcrwara, is onh a matri¬ 
culate? 

(c) Is it a fact that the present Superintendent of the office of the 
Commissioner, Ajiner-Merwara, has already been given several extensions 
of service? 

(d) If what are stated at parts (a) to (c) above are facts, do Government 
propone to give no further exiensjon to th<* said Superintendent and to 
appoint a Muslim graduate on Ins retirement? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: u,) Yes 

(b) Yes. lie is an exceptionally experienced and capable clerk with a 
record oi over 2H years oi excellent sen ice to his credit. 

(r) No 

(«/) It n not po^ible to earmark the election post ot Superintendent, 
v\bi^li requires very special qualifications, for any particular community. 

Non-Appointment of Qualified Muslims in Ajmek-Mekwara. 

181. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: (a) Is it a fact that 
under the present Commissioner of Ajmer-Merwara the claims of the 
Muslims to increased representation in Government service have been re¬ 
peatedly disregarded ? 

(b) Ts it a fact that the said Commissioner has appointed a matriculated 
non-Muslim Girdawar to the post ot a Xaib-Tehsildar overlooking the appli¬ 
cations of Muslim LL.B.’s and graduates? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: (a) No. 

(fr) 'Fhe appointment to which this question apparently relates was 
made m accordance with sonority and no candidates* claims were over¬ 
looked 

Appointment of certain Station Masters on the Bombay, Baroda 
and Central India Railway. 

182. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: With reference to the Govern¬ 
ment's repls to starred question No. 1033, on the subject of the appoint¬ 
ment of certain Assistant Station Master** on the Bombay, Baroda and 
Central India Railway, given in the Legislative Assembly on the 20tk 
March, 1031, will Government please Mute whether the Agent of the said 
Railway has taken any action in the matter? If so, what? 

Mr P. R. Rau: Government have no information. 
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Termination of the Services of certain Employees on the Bombay, 
Baroda and Central India Railway. 

183. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: With reference to the Govern¬ 
ment's reply to part (c) of starred question Xo. 1032 (relating to the 
Bornbiiy, Baroda and Central India Railway authorities utilizing clause 2 
of the service agreement of the employees of the Traffic department m the 
said railway m terminating the sen ices* of the employee-, who have put in 
many years’ services), given in the Ijccislntive Assembly on the 20th 
March, 1031. will Government please '-tale whether thev ha\e received «»ny 
report on the subject from the Agem of the said Railway? U so, will 
Government please place the report on the table of the House? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: Government have neither a^ked h»r, nor received any 
report. 

Termination of the Services of certain Employees on the Bombay, 
Bvroda and Central F\j>i\ Kwlway. 

184. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajiliuddin: With reference to the Govern¬ 
ment's reply to parts (d) and (c) of starred question Xo. 1032 (relating to 
the termination of services of omplovecs of tile Bombas, Baroda and Cen¬ 
tral India Railwa\). given in the Legislatee A^einbh mi the 20th March, 
1931, will Government please state 

(а) wliat are the rules which empower the Administration of the 

Bombay, Baroda and Central India Kailua* to terminate the 
services of an employee without ii^ gmng air. ’pccilic 
reason; 

(б) what are the reasons that justify the giving oi such arbitral*;. 

powers to the authorities of the said Railwav of terminating 
the services of their employes without assigning any specific 
reason ; 

(c) whether the authorities of the Bombay. Baroda and Central 

India Railway possess the same powers of terminaling the 
services of an employee of theirs even after the enforcement 
of “the rules and regulations of discharge and dismissal ot 
subordinates’* published m Memo. Xo. E /00/C.-2, dated the 
12th June, 1931, of the Agent oi the said Railway; and 

(d) if the reply to part (r) be in the negative whether Government are 

prepared to instruct the Bombay, Baroda and Central India 
Railway authorities to re-instnte tbe empJo\ees of the said 
railway whose services have been terminated without assign¬ 
ing any specific reason? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: (a) It is not a matter of rule®, blit of conditions in 
the service agreements. 

( b ) All railways have similar conditions in the service agreements 
of their employees. They are necessary to secure the commercial working 
of railways. 

(c) The rules referred to do not remove the power to discharge without 
assigning reasons. 

(d ) Does not arise. 
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Termination of the Services of certain Employees on the Bombay, 
Baroda and Central Tndia Railway. 

185. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: With reference to the Govern¬ 
ment’s reply to part (/) of starred question No. 1032 (relating to the termi¬ 
nation of services of the employees of the Bombay, Baroda and Central 
India Railway), given in the Legislative Assembly on the 20tli March, 
1931, will Government please state the reasons for refusal to instruct the 
Bombay, Baroda and Central Tndia Railway administration to re-instate 
the employees whose services have been terminated without assigning any 
specific reasons in the order terminating their services? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: The matter is on tin K within the competence of the 
Railw ay Company. 


BILL PASSED BY THE COUNCIL OF STATE LAID ON THE TABLE. 

Secretary of the Assembly: Sir. in accordance with the provisions of 
rule 25 of the Indian Legislative Rules I lay on the table a Bill to validate 
certain suits relating to publie matters which was passed by the Council 
of State on the 14th March, 1932. 


THE GENERAL BUDGET—LIST OF DEMANDS— contd. 

Demand No 28 —Executive Council —cont J. 

Retrenchment 

Mr. S. C. Mitra (Chittagong and Rdjshahi Divisions Non-Muhammad m 
Rural) Sir, T mow** 

“That th«* Demand under the head ‘Executive Cornu il' l»e reflated !*v IN IOC " 

Mr. C. S Ranga Iyer (Rohilkund and Km mum Divisions: Non-Muham¬ 
madan Rural)- On a point of order. Sir Before Mr Mitra moves hi" 
motion. T should like to know what has happened to the motion that was 
moved yesterday which was not terminated. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola) • The Honour¬ 
able Member is aware of the arrangement which the House un mimouslv 
agreed to Yesterday was allotted to the Nationalist Party, and if the 
motion that was put before the Hous j could not be carried to vote, it 
dropped. Today is the dav allotted to the Independent Party and the 
Chair has called upon Mr. Mitra to move his motion. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra: Sir, T have been put in charge of this motion on 
behalf of m\ Part\ to initiate discussion about the general question of 
retrenchment. My duty will be in my speech to do the spade-work and 
1 expect other Members of mv Partv and other friends belonging to other 
Parties will develop the general proposition. My leader, Sir Abdur Rahim, 
who was the Chairman of the most important Sub Committei namely, tin* 

» 
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General Purposes Sub-Committee, will deal with the general principles 
and higher questions of iinance. Sir, this is the first time that I am 
taking part in a Budget discussion, although 1 have been in this House for 
more than five years, because 1 belonged to the. Swaraj Party of which 
- was the Chief Whip. The Party followed the principle of obstruction 
because they maintained that, without political control in the general ad¬ 
ministration, it was futile attempting to have am control over finance. 
As mailer of fact, it has been said by a great Bengali leader of public 
opin'on that “a subject nation lias no polities” and unless we can g»-t 
rid of the subjection, it is wo use to try to control tin* finances of the 

(ounrry. 1 shall wait and see as to what will be the result of my change 

<d policy by trying to criticise the Government <>n their Demands and 

asking them to mend their way. Sir George Schuster in ihe concluding 

port urn ot his speech said: 

“On a bread lcviexv 1 think wo may iei*l satisfied with the position \\ * can 
face next year with a prospect of a faniy substantial suiplus ” 

Later on ho says: 

If one looks sound the eounti\ and at tin* outward signs of it> economic au.'l 
financial position, while I fully mognisr that the diflkulties are --till amnen.^ and that 
large sections of the people are m dire -traits, owing to the pre-ent low level of pine** 
and trade depression, neveitheles? the>e i- not ,i total ahseme of encouraging sign-” 

Further on he says: 

“E\en if the sales of g"ld may to -nine extent lepn-opt a f«>**i»*d leali-nlmn nl 
saving-, yet a- against this tlieie are mduMlions that the masses in India still have 
.i considerable amount of money available for imestment ’* 

TP n lie liluMiates tins h\ a reference to tlie ease ot Savings Dunks My 
ading of the situation i*. that the prosperity of this muntiy should not 
b.> oa-ii\ triicss(»d bx the fact ot the men* inxrvfment ol a lew crores 
of ru|Kc*s >n the Savings P>.mVs We hav > tound that there hti- been 
a serious fall m the Customs revenue all-round, and the railway earnings 
ha\e gone down to a considerable extent. and in a large part of the country 
i i dplc had even recourse to non-payment of taxes and n ills The purchas¬ 
ing power of the people is \er\ low This shows the real condition ol the 
people and not the mere investment of 0 erores of rupees b\ the middle- 
class people in Postal C.-i-h Certificates I wonder what it is that is com¬ 
mon between India and the other countries, so far as the Government are 
concerned In e\vr\ self-governing eountrx the primary purpose for which 
the Government ’exists is to look after and administer to the socia.1 and 
rh * benefieent services for the people In any country if We look for the 
man functions of the Government, we will find that ils lirst concern is 
♦he national well-being of iX< people Everv free country has its system 
ef free education, not <>nl\ priinarx. but in manv eases secondary' also: 
then is ample provision for medical relief; there is provision for old-ago 
pensions sickness, insurance, and above all if looks to the solution of the 
uneinplo\nient question as one of the most important of its various func¬ 
tions What do we find in India*’ When we look to India, we find the 
Government here are primarily concerned with law* and order first, and next 
they look after the scabs of pax of officers and civil servants, and next 
they try to lessen the burden of England to as great an extent as possible 
We pay for Persia Ps (’,.<0.000. for Kabul Rs. 8,63.000, for China €12,000 
and for Aden €150,001) and these large sums go to lessen the burden of 
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England io some extent apart from the military burden that India bears 
for Imperial purposes. These are more the concern of the Government of 
India than the vital issues that affect the people of India. We see that 
all other countries in Europe and America are anxious to solve their un 
employment question. Here we. have never heard this question even 
l ( mg raised. When \\e see countries like German} and England are in 
dire necessity tor tunds, and when they speak of a financial crisis, it is 
tii solve then unemployment problem which is increasing and they take 
re< nuise. to retrenchment. What do yve find in India? Go the Govern¬ 
ment in India ever can to consider it as their duty to solve the unemploy- 
11 it nt question? It anybody ever intended to try to mjIvc tlm great 
national pioblem. it v.as that “naked t'Hfti", Mahatma Gandhi, now rotting 
m jail JI( suggested that by the introduction oi the spanning wheel, to 
i certain extent the unemployment question could he solved. I consider 
that the tine tunePons of a Government, a Government that really cared 
for its people, .ual .m\ Government worthy to be called a Goyeminent 
should look aftir these v.ocial and beneficent activities for the people It 
won't do in inline for the Government only to care for the layv and order 
,nd |»i' 11 •' nt 4 it thi pi he** .m,l the soldiers and for lessening of the burden 
• t I'ngimd ,mtl then declare in the House tint the condition in India is 
satisfactory and the country is prospering The other day it was really a 
lamentable thing to s, e my ITononrahlo friends .Mr Gas. Mr. Modv and 
Mr Jn- In qiiMrrelhng amongst themselves .is to on whom the additional 
! . mien of t.;\'tioii should fall Tin y are patriotic gentlemen and they 
mils' Icjiow tint the limit of taxation both for the rich and the p >or lias 
al»* a<l\ long igo Im it u*ached You always find that when the Govern¬ 
or-ill put some tax .ai luxuries the law «*f diminishing returns operates 
>n do not _**1 mor* money 1>\ extra taxation So it yv as no usi> on the 
p.>rt o- HonourdJe Member*. on this snl»» o} tin* House to quarrel amongst 
i an si 1 y »*s is t *» who should la- taxed limn The other day m\ Honourable 
Inend Air T> «s was living that w»* should devise some means, some ad¬ 
ditional soiiii i *. >t tax ition lias it not been already piovul. haw nH 
the Governnent theniscKi-s known that the limit of taxation has long 
ago been mmcIh d ill tins country wh-ac the average incline of a man 
according *o all calcid it m ais u less thin iwo annas a day. The Ilonour- 
ahV tlie rinanc*- Member threyv out an indirect hint that he had some 
. h-mcc of getting m<-re money from >a,lt and kerosene. Everybody knows 
nd it is an elementary thing in economies that some money may he had 
from inelastic demands where the primary necessities of life are taxed But 
'**• it fair taxation, is it good finance which am Honourable Member should 
he T' r oud of mentioning in this House 0 I do not wish to level am per¬ 
sonal charge against the Honourable the Finance Member who has had 
experience of three Continent** I know that had it been a free Tndia .and 
if we could get the services of a gentleman like Sir George Schuster, he 
would have given us a different Budget. Every year he goes on changing 
his views and principles. E\erv dnv he knows our position better and ho 
feels his own helpless position, that whatever he mav think to be for the 
good of the country. he will not he free to enforee It. in this unfortunate 
country There is the Secretary of State for Tndia who will null lum 
from the back nt every stage on higher financial question* when England’s 
interest is at stake: there are the Boenl Gox 7 ernments on the other side, 
and above nil there is the' Civil Sorvieo, nil these in their turn will nut 
obstacles in In’s wav The very* astute and the keen intellectual man that 

*2 
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he is, lie is doing his best under the omjumskiuces. 1 say that really the 
true functions ot a Go\eminent are not being discharged in this country 
and so it is useless to compare the Gm eminent of this country with that 
ol any oilier country. As a matter ot fact when this Go\eminent agreed' 
to retrenchment, they felt that there was no way out ot it and that there 
was no chance and no avenue tor Iresh taxation. As regards retrenchment, 
I shall read out to the House irom the speech of the Honourable Sir 
George* Schuster, showing that he himself did not put much faith in 
retrenchment. In his speech on \Hh March. 1031 lie said 

“1 maintain that wc h.i\e gum* as iar as we could go in tin* making of cult., 
which would not interfere with the efficient working of the imuhineix ot lloseni 
niont, l want to satisfy Hmiou table Membeis opposite on th>. and Honourable Mem 
bers. opposite, l take it, want to be satisfied, and tins is wheu* tbe difficulty dimes 
Honourable Membeis s«i\.—1 icier particularly to wh.it m\ Honourable fneml Nt 
Abdur Rahim said in h\s speech *\«m ha\e got t ► salndy as that \ou ha\e «k<ne 
all that is possible to i ut down expenditure before we listen to pun demands u>i m w 
taxation. Quite a reasonable ittitude. and 1 am quite prepaied to admit 

that we liave got to satisi\ tin* Hoide Hut, how au» we going lo satisfy them 7 
They do not accept our geneia] statement’*, and that is* one ot the reasons win 
I thought that a Retrenchment Committee, on the lines wliuli l had juoposed would 
be ot great value I come nelore this House and sij . ‘J have done all that 

is lejsonabh portable now, but I think that to meet abnormal c .jcumM.nice* 

something moie might pu-*il»ly he done, and I want to ha\e the ’•upport 

of non nffu nil flenches m fuithei demands lor ei minniv I w.iut to gnr non otfa i.d 
Member’* a i bailie ot satisfying thenise!\es that e\ei\thing has b.< n doin’ h<M.iu-c 
I quiti* agree that it is only ahei t)ie\ lisa\o done* tint, the\. in tbc di-<hi»ge 
of then public duties, ale pistilied m \otirig tor new taxation ’ 

My lender. Sir Ahdur Btihnn, agreed to seive *>n these CumimtWo and 
I do not know whether he will not rej>ent years alien .irds the lesiih o’ 
Ins action This country has felt the curse of these Retrenchment C* ‘in* 
mittees. 1 say not in anger, but T foil whin mv count iyim n fell me that 
these retrenchment proposals meant only the dismissal ot a largo number 

! i\\**r paid othe-.ils m -.hi*, distressing time 1 will liave to sn\ a great 
deal about this later on The Goa eminent liave not. really touched the 
sources where from thev can sret some money for this poor country. Tbe\ 
have gone about the business in the wrong way Now, as regards the 
compensation that was given to some of these retrenched people, ] see that, 
even on the last occasion Avlien people were retrenched on the Inch cape 
Committee's "Report they wore allowed 20 per cent enhanced pension 
subject to full pension of the grade I will quote from the circular: 

“Those who have completed ten \ears or over will be granted the pension adtiis 
table under Article 474 of the Civil Service Regulations together with an additional 
percentage which will be decided on the merits of each cti.se but will not in any 
case exceed 20 per cent The total pension will be subject lo the limit of the 
full pension admissible under the ordinalv rules “ 

I 

As a matter of fact they w r ere given 20 per cent, additional pension up 
tc the limit of the full pension which is 50 per cent, of a man's pay. But 
now under our present scheme these people are given only half a month’s 
gratuity for each vear’R they have served in addition to their pension I 
have made some calculations on some figures, and this is what T find. 
Suppose a man gets Bs. 300; he is a Second Division clerk, his grade being 
up to Bs. 350. Now according to the Tnchcape scheme he would have got 
Bs 150 phis 20 per cent., i.e., Bs. 30. But his maximum pension being 
half of his pay it will go up to Bs 175 But according to the present scheme 
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if he is a man with 25 years’ service, then for the five years loss of career 
he will get 2* months' pay which is roughly about Rs. 750. But the 
commutation value of this Its. 25, i.c., Its. 175—Rs. 150 of pension would 
have been approximately Its. 2,500 or Rs. 3,0O0. Now he gets only, 
Rs. 750 on the present scale of compensation. Then also as regards travel¬ 
ling expenses the present rules are very harsh. They get only repatriation 
T. A. and not ordinary transfer T A. winch is on a higher scale and includes 
incidental allowances. These people came into your service knowing full 
well that they could only he discharged for gross negligence of duty or 
-nine such major fault Now for your purposes you have to do away with 
their services, and in consideration of this the General Purposes Committee 
made particular suggestions for compensation for people getting a lower 
scale of pay or people gelling Rs. 200 or 300. But some of our recom¬ 
mendations. which were of us,. in retrenching these people, were accepted, 
hut in giving them compensation not a word has been said about our re¬ 
commendation. 

Then, Sir, 1 shall -how troui the figures bow they are manipulated by 
the Finnnrr Department for their purposes At the time of the supple¬ 
mentary Budget it was iu cessarv to show that by retrenchment Government 
will get less monev and for compensation, while they will have to pay more, 
so that the effectivi result of retrenchment will be lost. The figures wall 
presently show how an expert body like the Finance Department have mis¬ 
calculated them or ha\e intentionally misled this House. Sir George 
Schuster in hi s speech at page lfiO gives thr figures. He says’ 

In Hiv sprh <<?i firs* in'rodm mg tin' Ernercom v Fm.irnc Hil. in ^c-ptcinhei I 
imliruited that a* regards civil expenditure we hoped to achieve retienehment measures 
providing fora reduction of Rs 3.25 lakh*!, against which we allowed for terminal 
• halve*, c ompen-.il mu, etc*, about 75 lakh* ” 

What are the actual figures now as he presents them? 

*'lhe net hguie .to he 0 . in pared wth my e.iihcr Ir^uie ot R* 2.50 lakhs) is 111 - 
ita-od to 4.00 laklK.” 

He accounted for 2.50 lakhs lor the next year at the time of the sup* 
plementary Mudget, hut he actually found that the retrenchment was to 
the nine of 4 erore-. While for compensation he the light* that he would 
ba\»* to pay 75 lakhs, actually, according to his own figures, it is 83 lakhs. 
T am quoting hi< own figures So you see I 10 cuts both ways. As regards 
eetivnohment Sir George Sehustt r’s figure's go in one way. He gave this 
House to understand that it will he m round figures 2.50 lakhs, he finds it 
4 cron- While for compensation, where our people are concerned, he 
said he would have to pav 75 lakhs, ho actually paxs for nil retrenched 
people onl\ 33 lakhs. That show’s that when it is necessary for a supple¬ 
mentary Budget the officers of the Finance Department are masters of 
jugglery. They can make a deficit Budget turn into a surplus Budget and 
vice reran, if they so like. 

Now I shall go to these figures from the report of the Special Re¬ 
trenchment Officer, Mr. Nixon. I am glad he is present here and he 
will lie able to point out the wrong figures if T quote any. In the second 
summary of the result of retrenchment operations, in the first four pages 
he has covered these points. Sir, the General Purposes Committee alone 
in their first Report suggested retrenchment of 121 21 lakhs; in the second 
report 108-57, and in the third Report 133-18. In all, the General Pur¬ 
poses Committee recommended retrenchment of 423'18 lakhs. I find that 
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in the third page of Mr. Nixon’s report he says that in our second lieport 
we have recommended retrenchment only for 1 53*8 lakhs. That is not 
correct because lie has not taken account of 15 lakhs on the Lee con¬ 
cessions. Government in their wisdom may decide that they will not 
touch a pice ot that, but when they speak of the General Purposes Com¬ 
mittee's recommendation, they should include these 15 lakhs also, that 

is of tlu* Lee concessions. Out of this Mr. Nixon takes out 31 lakhs for 

Ecclesiastical expenditure. Then it leases 124 lakhs, of which they have 
accepted 8t> lakhs, to which they added another IGA lakhs, making a total 
ot 1051 lakhs and out ol our third lieport, Government accepted a reduc¬ 
tion of 72 lakhs. So we find that m the supplementary Budget. Sir 
George Schuster says that lie accepted only lurther retrenchment ol 00 
lakhs from tlu* Demands that were to he examined 1»\ the General Pui- 
poses Committee But. as a matter ot tact, of these 00 lakhs, 23 lakh" 
are automat ic. because* uf the Census operations which have largely ceased 
fioni tins year Si* really lie accepted on 1 \ TO lakhs, hut according to 

then own figures they have given etfect to about 177 lakhs. I give t lies 

tit:lives to pmve conclusively that an expeit hodv like tile Finance Depart 
mint coiimnts such gins* mistakes Tin \ also, in putt'ne tot ward their 
supplementaiy Budget, minimised the amount tor retrenchment and put 
in compensation, winch they now find to he 33 lakhs tor all and 22 1 iklis 
concerning the General Purposes (’onmuttet, at 75 lakhs t , more than 

3 mm - ,r> luieii From this l think 1 have proved tint t lies, figun s, ni 

4 he way in which they have been calculated, an manipulated Of coins 

tin 1 Government have carried out reductions in add'tion t*> vvli.it wt 

suggested, heeaust law and order must he mamtauieii and the e\p» j id i 
ture tor defence and police must not he touch* d Tins k tin pi.ne'ph 
on winch the\ have acted Tin. General Purposes ('omimttee ddmitdv 
lecoimnetided that no ieduction should he made m edueation;d nmd i a! 
and public* health expenditure, hut inductions in the - \ti ivagaiit scal< 
have been made in th«* beneficial Departments, and police expenditure ha-, 
not lieen touched Government have crippled these beneficial sub|e< is mid 
departments This is how even the f>5 per cent, of reductions tlav have 
accepted is made 11 j> Of coins,. the Lee concessions cannot he oduetd 

The police must not he touched The i xpctiddlire ♦■dating to deteiice. part 
c»f which is cleverly debited to civil eharces. must not hr cut I’.cclesias- 
tical estahlishnient must he maintained, hccaiisi part ot the cxpend'turi 
is nuhtarv expenddnrc* and part of «t benefits m "ted mtensts So tlu. 
only heads jmf are educidnn. medical and puhhe h<* Itli and some olluv 
Budget heads. 

As regard^ how far retrenchment, has been carried out amongst Indi.m-’ 
some figures f »f the total number ha\« been given ' it is .said that 200 
officers and about 5 270 ch rks luivc been reduc(*d. It we look to the 
Demands we get sorni indirect evidence as to how mam Indians are 
affected ()f eoursc it is not mentioned here how mam Indians and how' 
mam Eumncans have been affected • hut frrm page filO of the Demands 
for Grants, we find that that Demand—No 704—Expenditure on Ret¬ 
renched Personnel < barged to revenue—gives the expenditure on retrench¬ 
ment of pet sound by leave salnrv in India and in England and repatriation 
charges. Erorn that I find that the total under non-voted comes to 
Tis. 273.000. of which Rs KG,000 is to ho spent in England: that is to sav, 
the European retrenched personnel will get TIs. 104.000 as against 
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Its. 1,71,(XX) for the Indians; which means that a larger number of Indian 
non-votcd officers hag been reduced. The spokesmen of Government have 
on more than one occasion stated that Indianisation will not be retarded 
ns a result of retrenchment Hut this is not all. Against the Its. 1,04,000 
required for European officers, the total amount required for Indian officers 
and clerks is lls. 20,9(>.(MK). Honourable Members will thus observe that, 
against tin* insignificant number of European retrenched personnel, a large 
number of Indian officers. Noted and non-voted, have been sent away, 
because it ma\ be taken for granted that though the amount is Rs. 1.04,000 
for Europeans, the scale ot pav for them is so high that when wi (orne 
to know file actual number of Europeans retrenched later on, the Hou^e 
will la* in a position to judge whether the progress of Indianisation has 
been maintained. 

lie tore 1 come to the details <»t these Demands, to show how far the 
Government have accepted tie- advice «>t tli< Retrenchment Committees, 

I would like to sun something ate ait the method bv which retrenchment 
lias hern can u*d out I understand that ihev lurw* parsed certain orders 
i<" retrenchment—and la-n I .on speaking subjocl to correction; 1 under¬ 
stand m the fiisi rutecav coin** peop| L who art incompetent* or not- quite 
Uf. to tin* maik M-c*iiidl\. orheem wlm ha\e put in more than 30 gears’ 
M»'\ur 1 1indI\. >0u eis who ha\e put in more than 2n years’ service, and 
thin tourthU. nlhr« »-s win* have put m Irs^ than 10 \ ears’ service. Now 
t'ie-e clas-.es ale lint Uilltiullv exclusive That Is to sav, it is not as 'f 
w In u the tiist eatfg-iv is exhausted, \ on earn* to the second, and when 
the second eat eg.»rv is exhausted. \ou mine to the third, and so on. That 
I- not th*- ea-.* Th.-sr .m the tour classes from winch ai>\ one can be 
t bnseii im ill. purpo-, >-t n tn uelimeut T understand there has been 
i-niiiiiiiiiM- eninjioseij of tw». «-i three nun < i tli*- dep irtnient to select th© 
pusniis to b,. retnnebel but m the eomnmtte the words of the senior 
officer a!wa\s prevailed What happens' I find from the Report of the 
b\ii!wa\ Knquirv ('nmmit t* *t* tint the\ aU«» banal a similar state of affairs 
theli I quote trolli t lleU* lvpi W't ‘ 

11 Vi. tnni-atc»n ,tiiii i.iw.mcmn ui, t-. -t »*.* .tviMik-iJ l-v h.nai*; .» frngle 'hvulv 
(It fausl grnuiul I.>1 (in. f* il g*‘ “ 

It tlit Government la\ down euta’n rales and -a\ that of these tow cate- 
gi.ias fir-^t \mii will t \huiist all the peofde who come under the first rule 
for letrciielmient then \mi go to the second; and alter exhausting those, 
\nii go to tin third . then alone justice lnav tie expected, if the rules are 
stnetlv to’lnwed hut now Department*- retrench anv borlv the\ like who 
comes under an\ ot the rule*- What happens is this nnvhodv who is for 
the time being not in hot favour with the held of ill*' department- is found 
to lie the most incompetent after a service (t excellent work for 20 years 
or more \ man might have worked stivnuouslv for a number of years 
and pleased his siiperio»s, but if be now happens not to be pulling on well 
with a particular man be u under this method found incompetent by the 
particular man and he is sacked T sav this gives ro^m for much jobbery 
and corruption and it lias happened 

The second eafegorv deals with people wh*« have put in more than 
thirty \cars’ service I have collected some figures hurriedly from the 
bistorv of the gazetted officers—a Government publication; and from that 
book I find that* there are manv people who have put in more than twenty 
five \ears' service and some over 30 voars service and the\ are still happily 
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enjoung their posts, while people who have put in less than 10 years have 
been disctmrged. It is usual that people who have been for a Jong time 
jii (u>\eminent service know all these tricks, how to please the official 
heads; and so all these old men are retained; and though there is a rule 
that men with over 30 years* service should be pensioned off, that rule is 
not binding: under the present retrenchment rules such men need not be 
retrenched—their list need not be exhausted before they touch men with 
Jess than ten years' service. T also find it stated in one of the speeches 
of Sir George Schuster that by these indiscriminate discharges the pension 
liabilities of the Go\eminent will be highly increased and that be will look 
into the position. Now these old and superannuated people who are at the 
bead, have a chance to influence the higher officials, and the junior officials 
who have put in onh 7 or 8 >oars are being discharged. T will give the 
House sonic idea of what this means. T have taken at random some 
departments showing sonic of the men with their service: 


/1 oh I ( Ihpartnunt 


Years. 


Rno Sahib K. P. Ananfan . . . 34 

Mr. K- H. Brandon .... . .... 2$ 

Mr. M. J. Macdonald ....... .28 

Rai .Sahib Tarapado Roy ..... . 30 

Rai Bahadur Soli an Lai . . . . .31 

Mr. l\ C. Stuart.31 

Rai Bahadur Munshi Devi Da\a’ ..... 33 

Rai Bahadur Lala Bhaeawnn Das . . 3ft 

Khan Bahadur Shaikh Hakim Siddiki . . .34 

Munshi Khairat- Xabi . ..... 2h 


Lala Xand Kishore ......... 28 

Mr. Ernest Long . ... . . 28 


Mr. J. C. McDermott 

KJu.n Sahib Chaudliri Ximat Khan 


28 

28 


Mr. E. B. Pool .... 

Rai Bahadur P. C. Ray 
Rome of these might have guile on p* 
quoting from the Iasi edition of thi<? hook 


Iv this year, because I am 


Fortufn and Political Department 

Lain Haiiehand ...... 

Rai Sahib Munshi Kishan Lai .... 

Khan Bahadur P. S. Master .... 

Khan Bahadur Sardar Mir Muhammad Khan . 

Mr. Aga Khan Sahib Mir Muhammad Shah 
Rai Sahib Munshi Mahabir Pershad . 

Rai Sahib Lala Rama Xaml .... 

Rai Sahib Munshi Raah Behari Lai . 

George Alexander Richardson .... 

James R. Rogers ...... 

Khan Bahadur Mir/a Slier Muhammad Khan 

Lala Sundar Das. 

Sardar Sahib Sardar Sundar Singh 

Khan Sahib Zaboor Mnsih. 


Years. 

34 

35 
32 

30 

31 

32 
48 

32 
37 
30 
30 

33 
33 

:u 
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Indian Store* Department,. 

Years. 

Mr. R. S D’Aroy ......... 29 

Rai Bahadur J. P. Ganguly.32 


A'mi/ Department. 


Mr. S. Bancrjea. 

- 




29 

Mr. TT. P. Bates. 


. 



31 

Rai Bahadur J. C. Da* Gupta 

. 




30 

Mr. A. P. Duho .... 





27 

Mr. ,T. W. B. Gardiner 


. 



27 

Rai Sahib Hari Das Gho.se 

. 




27 

Rai Sahib S. S. Glio n e 


. 



29 

Mr. \V <1. M flood 


. 



33 

Mr. B. \. Pereira 

Mr. \. X. Sen 





2*’ 

27 

Mr. R. W. Simp-on 



. . 


26 

Captain F. W. Spears. 


. 

. 


26 

Mr. A. P. West . 

. 

. 



26 


Ltfj* lative Department 


Mr. D. D. Baird.2S 

Rai Bahadur A. L. Banerjea ... 27 

Mr. C. H. F. Pereira .... .29 

Mr. F. A. Thorpe . ..... 30 

rutt Veterinary Department. 

Mr. O. P. Goffl .... .25 

Mr. Keiller . .29 

Khan Sahib Md Wazir . . . . 2S 

S. 4 ri •*•/ of India Department 

Col. FT. .T. Couehmen . ’ ..... 32 

Mr. S. S. M. Fnildins. .... 1 33 

Mr. P. A. T. K^nnv . .33 

Mr. FT. P. TVo Morton ..33 

Mr. V. W. Morton . .31 

Mr. H. B. Simon* . . ...... 32 

Commerce Department. 

Mr. P. X. Bannorjee . .26 

Mr. F. R. Ooutt*. ... 30 

Mr. N. A. DaCWa.31 
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Bengal Coienanted Pilot Service. 

Mr. J. D. Allison . . 

Mr. C. W. H. Ansell .... 

Mr. E.G. Bacon .... . . 

Mr. H. L. Lindsay ...... 

Mr. C. A.D. Oreenlftnd . . . 

Mr. 1). I. Halford ..... 

Mr. F. Lunclcy •••*.... 

Mr. A. H. Ma uiror ... 

Mr.H. J. May . ... . . 

Mr. A. W. Mu-hto . 

Mr. C. T. Park. 

Mi. \. F. Pauli .... . . 

Mr. S. H. Roako ..... . . 

Mr (J. S. Soobv .... 

Depart mint of / ndu^tro .« tmri Labour 

Mr. Balkfehcn .... .... 

Rai Sahib A. M. Barmerjee .... 

Rui Balmdur S. K. Rannerjeo . 

Mr. Bark at Rai . .... 

Rai Salub Doepchand 

Maulvi Feroz Bin ... . 

Rai Salnb (Jnun Shankar .... 

Rai Sah'b Xihnl Chaud . . 

Mr. A. M i’rii-e 

Mr. Maim Ram Shuriua 

Indian S(ho„[ t,j Mine* 


Mr S K. Bose . ... . 

Print i tiff and Stnf wnenf Dr pat hr rnt 

Mr H. M Blmtlaeharjei . . 

Mr. S. C. Chunder ... . . 

Mi. J. N. (Ihoso .... 

Mr. R. A. Halfhide. 

Mr. Jawahir Khan ..... 

Mr. A. V . Slater ' .. 

Meteorological Dp pmtrnt nt 

Rao Bahadur M. Cl. Subrarnaniam ... 

Rao Sahib M. V. Unakar ..... 

Public Workt Department 

Mr. A. Brebncr. C.I.E. 

Mr. L. S. Sfihsbury ....... 

Mr. W. R. Muytoe , . . 

Mr. J. L. Sale ... . 

Rao Sahib Shyam Lai . 


Years. 

32 

29 

- I 

27 

29 
2<5 

30 
2t> 

29 

:»s 

30 
31* 

•% I 
• I- 

*-ti 


28 

32 

27 

28 
23 
2* 
23 
39 
23 
28 


20 

25 


30 

28 


29 

2(> 

29 
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I (souId not complete, the list. I v. as going through it only this morning, 
hut this list will show that, there is u number of people who come directly 
under either the first or the second cutegor\, and still the\ arc not touched, 
while poor junior clerks who have put in less than 10 years have been dis¬ 
charged. M\ point is, il Government make an\ rules, why don't they 
follow' those rules M You haw* laid down certain categories, why don't you 
sided men according to those categories, because only when the list of men 
who mine under the fiist category is exhausted. \c»u should deal with men 
who come under the second category, and if such a method of selecting 
men tor discharge followed, thne cannot i>e rnueb room for injustice or 
hardship As a matter of fact as •» general rule men with 25 and 30 
Mars’ '.(■nice should tirst Ik* selected foj* discharge, instead of that, you 
aie selecting men with l**ss than 10 \ear> v, tviee, with the result that it- 
will tell henuh on the pension l»al>ilitie> of the enuntrx The rule is all 
right hut favouritism and corruptii’h pHudl in s«>iiji* of tin* departments 

Tint v, is tin lec-on wh\ nu fin ml P.uubt S.itvendra Nath Sen moved 

a licsnlution here rnfortunateh Memhirs on this side are always 
absent, and *o \\ t eamint eur\ am motion. hut that >s no re. -» n wl’ 
tli. I.utsot tlie east •should not be cb-elnsed la re or wb\ Government should 
not d<i justie, in this imp riant inatti r The Tloiamrabh* tbe Finance 
Member sbiiidd < \id.iui uh\ when in all otla r matters Government 
st• 1 el 1\ tr\ h. foPuw tbe.r m'o in Uik matter the\ have departed from 
th. iiili*** th* \ he\e m. de »n n g.,rd t*. m looting men f.»r discharge If urn 

make i nde y*• u sir old b»II«»w it without shoving »» \ paitmbty fc>r tins 

c * t hat man 

Now w* km.a th.it in tin Gnu nun* lit id India whatever js done by 
am departmental fa i I. holds •**.I I» a r.i-r u initiated u. a branch, 

it is srnt up t<*> app»o\ el . nd thus tla r «s V m.hs to tlu. head 'if the depart¬ 
ment and it ••«im* s bael. with, his s^natuic without an> riiti rations, and 

tin n >! is s.nd the the dev ."mn is id the hnu-nais 1U ot India or that it 

i. tin hlib.iati .Mid c« hsidereil i.pim n of 1 1 it* Guurnmint Put what 
haj.pi ns P the dtpartnniit.il head w 11.» i » j.i \ in some eases hi* very fair- 
minded. cannot alwa\s In* expected to do justice in many of these eases be¬ 
cause how . an wi pn miiiic that he will alwa\s do the just thing, that he will 
hau no t.i\ouriiMn or no p.n*tialit\ i*»** snim people who are just near 
.about liim‘‘ What I so ,n theiuUstb.it \mi make should he wr\ rigidly 
cub fired itrespuiiu <»{ .m\ ptrsoiiii 1 lous’diMtmn 

Now. Su. with \mir pmnus-i n I shall deal with some of the items 
iviened to in the sunun *r\ <.1 tin* lesiilts and show* how the recommenda¬ 
tions ( f the". ( 'olioiHttei s h‘»\ e been g!\eil l th et to I shall take up the 
first IVmund under the heed Customs hi cause it is one of the big items 
which deal with 1*2 laMis and • dd rupees Abolition of the entire system 
of overtime allowances tor future entrants and the reduction of 50 per 
cent in the case of those who are alreadv in sen ice. and 50 per cent, 
reduction in tin pawnent of Seamens’ and othtr welfare instil itions. 
Ken* the Gustnins head dea.’s with l*2 lakhs of rupees, and I read from the 
General Purposes (\mmut toe’s Uoport. page 31 ■ 

"The 1931 32 giant » onfeinplnti’s »e<eipts ..f 12-33 lakhs l.y w.iv of overtime fee* 
realised from meridian!* ami shippers and ahipow iip** .6 521. penalty fee c levied !•<: 
work on Sunriavs and -!>♦*» i.i! hohdavs (4 73i and l.ond and ■ thcr fees realised t 'em 
meridian Is foi work done riming ..rrimarv welkins; hour* (1-111 Dm of »!i» 12*35 
lakhs the 1931-32 budget provide* f**r the following payments, namely. (<>' 5-+7 lakhs 
to officers out of merchants’ overtime tec;* {/>' 3 39 oflieers out of th,» penal?/ fees 
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including crown overtime (r) 1-34 57 brought foivv.ird from 1930 31, t>.. 1 -91 

lakhs wliifli is the amount available for grants out of penalty fees to seamen’s ami 
customs welfare institutions. 

We ha\e examined very carefully the theory and practice of the system of levying 
penalty tees and overtime (barge.'-. \W have m» doubt that -hippers and .shipowners 
find it convenient to pay' these rather than lei their < argues remain uncleared. We 
therefore pni{ mi.no that the synem ot ihaigim* siu-h h-o.s should remain unaltered in 
essence. We consider this case to be M»nn*v\hat an,lingual u> ihe case ot “late fees” 
and “double charges" in the I’o-ls and Trleiriaph Depaiiment 

W r e are not, howevei, convinced that it is neiessn'v to pav to < ustoius ollmals the 
whole or even a large part of the tees so lealised A huge pioportion goes to pre- 
\entive seamen, who, we consider, .ire allead\ well paid 'I'lien ilnties enrtespond to 
the duties ot point* ofliteis and the men used at one nine to be drawn, to some 
extent, from the police. The scales of pay ale, in oin- t.pirpon. e\tieme'\ liboi.d v lien 
compared with those in force fm the lonesponding giade- ot piovimtal point* set\n*s 
operating in the ports concerned ’ 

Wo proposed that the whole of thi> 12 l;ikh«* wav duo to the Govern¬ 
ment, and our main argument was ihat those customs officials tire also, 
like <. tiler Government officials. whole-time troveriunerd servants and there 
was no justification lor paying these people e\tia money for ivertime 
work. I Jut iortunaleh or untortunatoK tin* Customs Department is 
manned by gentlemen belonging to my Honourable friend Sir Henry 
Gidney's community. Is that any reason wl»\. in these days of financial 
stringency, these 12 lakhs •should he kept for paving overtime allowances? 
The police, who are the greatest ja\ount(s .>♦ (b»\ enimeiit ire also o nmo d 
to work sometimes for 21 hours, similarly there aie the Rosts and Telegraphs 
people, who also sene (<o\ eminent f.»r 21 hours, and tln*si* people are not 
paid anything h\ way of overtime allowance So what justification is 

there for showing favouritism to these people m the Customs I), p.n-innir? 
Ft is not a question ot a few thousands, hut it is a question of some 12 
lakhs and odd which should be appropriated In Government. Tbit n< w 
Government have condescendingly accepted the 10 per cent, reduction in 
the rates of overtime fees paid to the staff and also a reduction in the 
Demand for the Grants in aid due to welfare institutions and so f<rth, but 
tlie\ only* accepted about Rs 07.000 out- of a total sum of Rs 5.88.000. 
Government have discharged people with very large families, getting small 
salaries, on the ground of financial stringenov, hut here in the Customs 
Department they are throwing awav a precious 6 lakhs* while (lie Com¬ 
mittee were of the opinion that the Government were entitled to the whole 
of these 12 lakhs. 

Sir. there will be no time to dilate on this matter at great length, but 
1 merely* refer to it. In this Customs Department* they have, already re¬ 
duced two Indian T C. S. officers, and thus the future for 
12 Xnov. j p s officers to oeeupv the higher posts in the Customs 

Department will be barred for a long time. 

The next item is ‘Taxes on Income’. T do not, like to say anything here 
because the Honourable the Finance Member has said that- the Department 
requires extension due to lowering of the taxable limit to Rs. 1,000, so 
the question of reduction does not arise now. 

As regards Salt, the Committee recommended the abolition of the post 
of the office of tire* Commissioner, Northern India Salt Revenue, Rs. 80,000. 
The Government say in their reply that this proposal has been negatived. 



THE GEN'EUAL BUDGET-LIST OF DEMANDS. 


2037 


and the) have given their reasons. I shall discuss the question so that 
the House may consider who is right. The Committee in their decision 
was helped hy tlie evidence of Sir Cliunilal Mehta, who was the President 
ol the Salt Survey Committee. He was of opinion that, if the manu¬ 
facturing divisions wort m charge of fairly good men, the Commissioner’s 
p'-si and Ins office were not meded. The Committee further say, “We 
understand that the question of its abolition w r as at one time considered 
u' lie* Finance Depaituient. We definitely recommend that it should be 
ah dished. ” 

At jj 'L'l n oi tht* Suiimiiio <4 the results oi lvtienchincut opera ion* 
\ou will find tin* iva-auis wh; it Ins been refused The J*r-1 ground oi 
tin* Comniutee was tint an import mi pint oi the CnrninissioiuT s dunes 
tan be Muinleired t<» tin* (ienoinl Managers The <io\ eminent sa\ : 

4 la \)**\v oi i lie l<*».i** .-talus and J.a k ol uUmmi>Uati\(* cxpeilomt*. the* ueneiai 
cannot in* m*.i-l»*ii with iii** p*»weij» ol the Coimm^ioitor." 

\ow. tin CoinmitUe MiggeM**d that, instead oi this Commissioner ol 
Salt lNw uu»*. a Kurop* an i C S officer getung \ei\ high pa,». the two 
Muhugi i s should in* t nt MM"d \\, t ii his work Wiiai is till* status of the.se 
Man.igits’ Tin M m.tgfis g.*t a pay *4 IN 1,100—l,4t)0, plus overseas 
j».i\ t*;iu which m* ms In -Inn. tree house and eiectnoiiy in ail about 
IN LfilKin per moiitn. 'Hairpin. the- Managers get Its. 2,<XJ0 as total 
cm duments 1 hoy an* men ol lower status and they laek administrative 
t .\pein no* ! An alter ground on winch the tiovemineiit turn down the pro¬ 
posal l.S 

1 In* i imimi'-mrii'i' lias t,» m.m t.im mhtial u*laison> hy correspond**!!!.? and ip 
p*.»*n»al in*gotisi ion*. witli tudi m Mat Loial «i«<\?inmonts ami Kailw,n Admuiifrtia- 
tn»:.- 'lli*s» *i*aui!i* an olli* **i <«l a dflimicly mi pel -oi |K»Mtmn ... * 

A- ii the 1 ( S an* tie* 1 nl\ supcrim* people who can hold any good 

p'.s( ' As regalds \ i» \i St.u* s. (n \riiiiiniii Jia\e their political officers 
in all tla Nati \i* St. t< s an*! tie Managed.s can negotiate with tin* States 
through the p'diteal ollaeis Tlieti. what is the difficulty in dealing with 
Local < iom rnineiits and JCuiwa\ Administrations ? They are not mere 
clerks and Supeiinteiidcnts getting IN 4(H) or IN (><)() pay. 

Mr. K. Ahmed (kajslndn Hmsmn* Muhammadan Kurali Who are 
thos<* Managers? 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Tln*\ are all Europeans, they are not Indians. Again, 
the (lovermnent say : 

“Hu* (\>imni^siont*i his t*. dm »ti* imuli unn* to inter* lewmg merchants, etc, 
employed in the salt trade ” * 

As if the Managers who are actually managing these big *;\lt manu¬ 
factures and getting such emoluments, are not in a position to deal with 
these merchants, and it requires men in the Secretariat to do the job! 
Then, they say : 

“The problems of manufacture la -olai evaporation are entuely different from 
/hose of mining, and also vary fiom wurte to source.” 

As if every T. C S. Commissioner knows either of the two systems,— 
that is. the solar system of evaporation, or the other system, namely, 
mining! One could understand if the Commissioner was a person who 
knew' all the different system* so that he would be in a better position to 
know which w r ns which That is the argument advanced w'hen the post 
of a high European officer is concerned. 
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.Let us come now to Opium. Tile ('ommittec recommended the with¬ 
draw] of the concession ot giving lire medic.il attendance to the farming 
ut the officers at Ghazipur, and ahuhtion of the allowance of its. J00 a 
month to the medical officer there. The Committee said. 

We see no justification for tin* (oniinuaine ol the exceptional aiuemlx which 
opium nihiers at Uha/ipur enjov {u: . hee medical attendame on ihcir families) ami 
'dmil Cost*, (toxcrmnem IN. 31*0 pci iiiciimmij l.\ wax ot an allowaiiic to a mcdual 
* 'Hit ei .a (iha/ipui We leiumnend hat it should lie mi Sax hilts will he 
Its L.200 ’ h 

lih'ii we recommended the abolition ot the iactorx allowance of Its. 250 
to tin* Kicton Supi rintemleiit and <>i IN 150 k> the Assistant button 
Superintendent, il rent-tree tpiaruis are proxulcd, but. il not, the amount 
ot allowance to be reduced to lo p< r mail o| pax. The (io\t inmciit s 
repl\ is “ Cnder consider,i!i«»n .is a g< nei.ii t|uesin,n ‘ Ac.un the I'mn 
nutlet* said that the tjuesii.in « f tin retention t peisiui.d alJow.inei of 
IN 1 IK) taeli to till ee ofi'ccls n»r \\ n* sei \ a i should In selii! limed That 
is also not accepted hut no reason*, an* gi\en 

Tinn, we » orm* ii. Stamps That w,i s left to Mr \ix< n to \is 1 1 the 
different places and suwsi hisi.wn recommendal'ons. 

Tiie next is Torests lb re the '/•.mmiitee surest.• I ♦h>t tin present 

limber Test ini' Expert, who is drawing a pax ot IN 2 into per mensem, is 

expeiisixe and Ins post sJiotilil he lviriiiclnd Tile iepl\ is th.it is tinder 
eonsidi l.itu n Wheinxer an European is oiiei nit d tlmi is under con¬ 
sideration, but when ell Indian is concerned. their m» nsiderat ion take, 
little time Another of our suggestions xxa, that one L'a/elted po*-i 1!1 
tiie (’abiin t -Making Section should be ale Imbed 

Tin ic h,,-> hem a mistal e n tin** summ.'i* Wl.it the t ommiue.* 

said wa s t hw 

'S"i't Dili; .an! i;iil ! il -.hw'iiij Ilf pl.tifd .a « li.U't'c u| e ilftn i I \s .C* 

aiteniitl’ \ e. limner te*-tin t ; miglr »e pi «■ cd m fu.ugc of *j»t \W.»u ! <*i li. a «1 • . win, 

•: is unde* s!u<»d. spei m’i 11 .i in mu hi hi- i la-s of \\<*ik "i \ tnei it .* 1029 

Su< ii .hi .m.ia^i.mat wouhi '<e «o'idu. ix»* i«• ei «uu.iii\ .mil *uak ethcieiah '! hi 
IasOt for C >«'ii«-l <t • - -I hl'IPt* plop, si* ♦,» lU.np the piiMt.' I ”in • r 'I KxpCJt 

w hos #> pax is IN 2,000 per im ijsan I n*s post e i*» t rmw m*. .‘".an ami should be 

al*ol.*died 

That ’s the recommend it** n lait m tlm Suinmarx tern \’o 5- it 
has turn wronulx pm as CahunT Making S*ction Tlui; ■ ihm our sue 

gestion It is wrong then* 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Imauce Member') • May I nsk 

flu* Than.uralih* Mi rnber t>» look it pair** 1SS of the Report. item (\ui), 
which reads as follows: 

•What is tjerierallv known is the . el * 1 net im.uoiil; mtIkhi tan and A'ould hr sun 
p, •, . C J j f , r(.f t (>j]f hint'll! intiii' thin the othf* *ntmri» \« ( outomplaUd in the In spoil"* 
(ieneial s lieine one ga/cMed post in ihi^ .-‘Mtioii sh* uld he .iholi-do'd 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: That is <|uite correct, hut what T complain about is 
that m page in of the Summarx, it is wrough put under item No. 5, it 
should bo 7. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: We are not trxing to follow tho 
numbers in exact order. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Mr Nixon will understand better that it is wrongly 
entered here It- w *11 take more time for Sir George Schuster to under¬ 
stand the detaiK Really there is no reply as regards our proposals 
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regarding the Wood Technologist, the timber testing expert, whose pay 
is Its. 2,000. Then I corm; to the Inspector General of Forests. We 
recommended unanimously that the post of this officer and his office 
should be abolished, the Government getting whatever help they required 
from the Thiel’ Conservator of Forests of the North-West Frontier Flo¬ 
unce. Go\eminent say that nothing should he done pending the inaugura¬ 
tion of tin* new reforms I know Forests is a provincial subject and in 
some places it is a transferred subject. If everything is to he postponed 
pending the inauguration of the reforms, then the question of retrenchment 
will suffer wry much Gowrninent have accepted the abolition of the, 
I F S. College, and so tile duty of the head of the College is now over 
and if is not necessary to have such a highly paid officer there for the 
purpose of am help that the Gowrninent of India ma\ require. 1 do 
not- like to deal with Irrigation and Posts and Telegraphs. Then 1 come 
to tile house rent concession to the Honourable Members of Council in 
the mutter of paying the full economic rent The existing rate for each 
of tlusi- lioiisi s is Ps and Kupees 8 annus 4 for a tennis court I 

flunk before we ask umbo<I\ eke \\c must ask Honourable Members of 
the Executive Conned to pas proper rents tor their tennis courts. The 
next item is abolition of the j»ost of President of tin* Council of State. 
This is uko umb r f oiisider.itinn 

Then i’hiiiis the question about the Seeietariat and the exodus Mr. 
Niv.il take*, trouble t<# show th.it it will be vry difficult in this summer 
m Kiln to proxali for U (MM) men extra. The result of the mquir> indicates 
that it might b» possible 0* 1»■ i\i m \iw Delhi staff to the extent of 17 
officers. 2of> cl«*iks and 111 infer’or servants, an*l the estimated saving 
la re would Ik* 1 j lakh- out o| a total m*st of ( .H lakhs Now. the popu- 
hitmn of old Delhi is H lakhs and oi New Delhi during the whiter months 
iv (k).(MM) but ;n summer it comes to ,*>0>.oou. that is In nm people le*s. 
Then it Is .Ilglled til it m summer people to tile extent of 5 0u0 eonie to 
oeeii|>\ tin* vacant places m New Delhi Now there is a .loint Water 
P»oar«l The arguim lit of the Government of India is that there enough 
water r or If lakhs o' old Delhi and (iO.OfM) people here, but not enough for 
people nn.re and that if these ari kept here there will he great 
seanatv \\ h\ did not fh* \ anticipate this when they spent erores and 
erores on New IK-UnWhen the Government of India was transferred from 
Calcutta to Delhi it was said tli.it the Government would be out of touch 
with tlii* Indian people, hut the Government said that Delhi vvdl become 
a great city and they will not be out of touch. Now mv point is that 
when the Government of India spent 18 emres on the New Delhi city, 
they could not in.ike provision for water for 2.0(H) people more. They gay 
that another 12 1 iklis of rupees m neeessarv to provide for tlu* necessary 
additional water supply for this additional 2(100 men and thev expect us 
to swallow all these stories Why could not thev anticipate that there 
will be this searcitv ' What is the V. W. D for* 1 They have a hierarchy 
of officials, from the Honourable Member and the Superintending Engineer 
dowfciwank. and so manv Engineers, and they could not anticipate this 
small thing, and thev now expect ns to be convinced on these flimsy 
grounds 

Then there is tin* Secretariat re-arrangement. This subject will be 
taken up by some other Member, and so I do not like to deal with it, but 
without divulging anv secret I may say that we had a sub-committee, 
of which Mr. Nixon himself was a member, and wo discussed the question 
of devising some method b\ which this process of sending notes from one 
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officer to another, from the clerk to the assistant, from the assistant to 
the Superintendent and Assistant Secretary, from the Assistant Secretary 
to the Under Secretary and irom tlu* Under Secretary to the Joint Sec- 
retan, and m> on, could be curtailed and wo even suggested our own 
scheme, hut the Government did not lung. Apparently tin* (io\eminent, 
when they brought in the Supplementary Finance Bill, thought that they 
would get enough money by taxation and no more retrenchment- was neces¬ 
sary And then I do not know whether it was by chance or otherwise, bene¬ 
ficial departments and scientific departments like •Vrehieologieal Survey, 
Geological Survey, Ci\il Aviation. Agricultural Ii’esearch and things like 
these came up first lor immediate retrenchment Afterwards the Finance 
Department did not seem so anxious about retrenchment. The Honourable 
the Finance Member himself says that next year there will be a surplus of 
5 crores or 21 erores at least That ma\ bt* the reason tor the Finance 
Member saying that they lane accepted lip to tie per cent of our recom¬ 
mendations and even then, as I shall show later, this percentage is mis¬ 
leading. We recommended that the educational and medical institutes 
and the grants to scientific research institutes should not be interfered 
with, but. going bevond our recommendations. thr\ ha\» not .spared any 
of those institutions. 

As regards the Secretarial reorganisation, thev sa\ 

‘•.K regard- the fu-i ti 5it*-f m *ii I lie Suh t omiinf lee’s i «>t < ,m m«-ri • i i r i< >i ,nh*i tn-ill 1 
relates to a standard whieh will l*e mu! ihle under imMiul eoiiditi«-!i- u* >e 

I do not know. Sir, what is the aliiiormality m tin condifions n-»w 

Then under the Foreign and indite al Department. the ('omnettoe 
suggested that there should not be two Secietan.ils. because the l)t part 
merit is reallv one; and 1 think Sir (’harks Watson himself agreed that 
really the Department is one There is no clear-out diusti.n m the Depart¬ 
ments. Then. 1 ask. why cannot then* he tw ( > Deputy Secretanes and one 
Secretary who can he responsible for the work of the w hole Department. 
Then they accepted the cut about pav of oflieer on special duty That 
of course was only temporal^. so it was automat teally abolished The 
permanent post of Attache filled by an Indian was, however, very easily 
abolished in pursuance of our recommendation 

Then under Home Department, we suggest'd the abolition of tin* post 
of Joint Secretary, but they say that it is not possible to abolish the post of 
Joint Secretary as the present conditions rmder its retention \cry neces- 
saflv. 

Then ,w r e come to the Public Ser\iro Commission The Committee 
recommended the reduction of the number of Members from live to three 
and the reduction of the status of the post ol Secretary to that of Assist¬ 
ant Secretary and the reduction of the special pay of Bs. 200 for the 
incumbent recruited from an all-India service As regards the first 
question of the reduction of tlu* number and pay of officers, flmt is still 
under consideration. Now’ the Committee knew at the time that a 
gentleman in the Police Service, who had earned his full pension, was 
going to be appointed, and so they hurried to make fheir recommendation 
that five men arc not necessary and they examined the President of the 
Public Service Commission, who told us that then* is not work even for 
three, and that he personally was of opinion that even one could do the 
work. Now as a matter of fact in some of the Dominions, the Public 
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St*rviro ('Oiiimissioii work is clone b\ one train. Vet the Government say, 
“This is under consideration”. in tire meantime they fill up every 
vucanoy ! And they sa\ “No, it will not he possible to r(*treneh these 
people Hut 1 think. Sir, ;is ’vgards the pensioned officer, it should he 

possible that a man who is enjoying his pension may he asked to retire 
if Government find it necessary even now 

r riieii under Legislative Departna nt. the organisation ol the Solicitor's 
3»ranch is stated to he as follows 

“Tins iii.mih h marine,! li\ three • ■Ifne'? a S(»iicitt/r mi R.s 3,000. a .-e< <n<J s , *«.i 
ori if' 1,200 - 1 ,f,'‘‘0 p/uA oversea* pay, an .\-M-taiit Sola itur on R-* 1.20" h *. jm* 
st nl >«>liril'; al.u -»■, s .i pe’"" n.i! pa\ •»! R u -peuai pa . ol R j/ 

Ic < f 'it*f 4 •’*] v U; tie* I.'imI 1 i« Mil il i )»!.*• 'I U- Soldi,.a i dm ■ \ ~ 

nils .* n Ma’f-h P)7)2 This »• taiih-’.'.M ra • on .-Is t 2 tleri-s aid }..«!? .< 
men 

! • ■ '■ ■ ••»! ” ‘ud.'t-oi, »-/. rdm_ .et’-tmlun/ on, o f the Sole'tor- ha* 

not I#• u accepted 

. 1 •» n tin ie a.i- a iei null')’iid.iltou mi a id pei relit n dut lion uii i«*r 

('mM .ii/' iicm but th *• • - n* 1 *,. .i u ml about it I think i il'Tmur- 

..!>l< l-t ll-l S.l* L.i-,*!"! iil.s, ,!i, eo 1 , Hi « i ,u:rr of t*> I). p U l’l* it. 

i • l-i.tl. t .i -*r i.- .a ,.ii\ i :i -in him. nt '<ffiei>* {L.iu rhter.j 

I' i 1 ( ii «tmimj tin I)' (Mil: .« nt of UdiHMtion Health and L.md- her* 

W • >/'»-'« d I ! « ,'ijM 1 ! 1-11 'll tin )■ ■ f .Jo. nt S'*er«'tnr\ Add It I Mill I)» j * •. t' 

Si* I* t.ii and Oil,, er i a i sp« ,* tl I Jut. Imit the\ 1 ; i\e .u ,-cpl< d : -i tin 

{*,*-« n: Oil, li I Oliilia I. leiioli h fuel \ . tbit tile post O- tilt I'li It r Sa Ciet.n \ 

(which u fill, f I h\ ,i Mul .miTii chin L'eiit I- in. 'U Mr Akhtar Hu—aid should 

hr < tl<». la <! .Hid tb< ‘ si\ tll.tt t • St i j l it lo A i <* tin '-t 1 ‘ ll u 1 o‘‘*i t T' 

w di i»« . tilth' r i \ain m <I 

i rn n Ui < oine to the '{U—t'»!i o’ ti.e _Te.it Finance I )t p.irtiuent it-, If 
(lb <i !"• «r i Tin x '.Toil ti th* p »-t A—.-t.mt Se< i\ t.iry but 

MOW a ant IiiCi' '*oii\»!-non 'I hey ibi n.seHi s -Ugim-lt d tins Til- 

I h i* .rtni-ut - iTi'! iff**r • t>--t - < * :to • ilhw.n: item- 

‘ U leiiai of f ho follow m.: pn^l*. namely. Assistant Sect elan and i' A-m.i t* 

and ‘(>w"i pc N •!• flie S<», o*>d I> \ j •> r 

r Mia| was the offer of the Department Now that there p* <ufbcicnt 
money—perhaps" th.it is tin r< .i-«.n - t hry s.i\. 4 Let the A-si-tmr Secret ir\ 

«ii.i Sit flan he a eoii\i rsion , d the post uito that of a (\nei hep. i,n- 
tendentship’ As regards tin otter of the abolition of f> As*;i-tant-. tie* 
abolition of only one Assistant will do. and no further reduction is 

possible Sir, if that is the ’d< d that the Finance Department iN*d f 

hold- up for otlv*r Department- to eop\ we ran easily understand the 
fate of “retrenchment” I hn| e the (io\ermnent will explain as to why 
their own offer of retrenchment n thi Finance Departimm’ has not been 
acted upon ilj'ut -f 'olnncl Sir Hrnri/ (iidnry “Hear bear*’) 

As regards the Commerce Department, if an\body refers to page 167 
of the Detailed Estimates for Grants, he will find in respect of retrench¬ 
ment that there are three item-.—additional permanent staff "Rs 4S.00<\ 
tempnrarx establishment 13- ^ 000, staff for registration of accounts 

Ils. 3,000”. Actually, all this is increment. 

As regards the Central Board of Revenue, there was a recommendation 
for the reduction of one Member of the Board. The Government's reply 
is that both the customs and the income-tax w*ork of the Board involve 
the disposal of a large number of complicated and technical cases. As. 

0 
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a matter of fact, though the present incumbents are one from the income- 
tax side and the other from the customs side, what will immediately 
follow? For a time Mr Lloyd and Mr. Hardy, both from the customs 
'■•ah', were the Members at that time and there was no difficulty then in 
discussing questions concerning these highly technical problems coming 
up. 

Then under Forts and Pilotage, we suggested the abolition ol the post 
of Nautical Officer sa\ mg Us tiU.DOO They show as it the\ have aecepted 
ihe reduction to Us M 500. but reallx it means tli.it a punor man has 
eoine on a lower s.darx on transfer, so they take credit tor that. Hut 
they have been prompt in abolishing one post oeeupied by an Indian, a 
Farsi gentleman in flu* Shipping Office Homhnx So exen a Farsi is not 
spared. 

As regards the Surxey ol India heie we suggested that tin* people that 
are from the Fox d Engineering sale <>t file Mdit.ir' Department should 
he paid from the militarx Hinds and that should n<>t h«- borne <»n tin eixd 
estimates As a matter ol tact, that tveomnn ndat :on ha- n<»f I e« n 
•eeepted Goxernment have considered various schemes ol retreiudum nt 
and now the\ haxe adopted a w.ix. hut here the figures are also mislead¬ 
ing So far as I know, m (’lass I iliere \\«i( 50 officers Out of these, 

10 posts were not filled up Out kept in d>e\aiiee lor a long turn and 

onlx one man has been retrenched hut as a matter ol j.u-f it has be» n 
'lieui tli.o the povts not filled 111* of these l‘l men an all -lioun to ha\ e 
hexli retrenched Even then, 1 men with 30 \tars' m run w»n retained 
and they were* promoted to Class I. and 5 men— 3 Hindu- md 2 Muslims — 
w ei e prompt 1\ n trenched hut not a single Anglo-Indian in tin service 
w a v 1 1 > 11 c * • e 1 t! \ngk -lnd ui piui»'t» in is li.ixt i e < i > nt.an'u 

/of// t’nhir/I Su lltr nf (lihi'ii “Which 1 Jepartnn nt ,,,, i Surxtx c.f 

fndiii Department 

As regards Hotanieal Su?\e*\ we -ugge-fed that the p -t of 
iln* Director be ..boJisln d and in the first snmmarx of the refreiieh- 
in» nt xxe found that this sugg**stn»n was tentnf’velx aieepted 1>\ (loxerr- 
incut Hut now we find that be cause In is a Europe m and draw- a 
-penal pay. onlx hi- j»a\ has been r»‘dueed by 11s 100 and hi.- alloxxance 
of IN 50 has hec'P altered perhaps after Ins return from England hut Ins 
-etx.ee iias been maintained 

Sir Frank Novce ( Secretarx. Department of Education. Health and 
Lands) I am sorrx to interrupt the Honourable Mcinht r. hut mu' I point 
out that the Directorship o f the Bofaniea 1 Snr\e\ i<- a irf-t'ai" «p]' , 'nt- 
rnent The* sole a How since attaching to it as -alarx xxhich i- paid from 
the tTOxernmcnt of India re venues amount- to Fp a month onlx. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: That is quite true He is part-time servant, hut 
:h< gentleman is in the service of the Government <»f F»engal 11 1 - duty 
is to supervise the eultixation of cinchona in Burma There k another 
/ir-tleman. Mr Fu-.-ell. who is a highly paid officer and he does riot 
require a man from Caleutt: sMpf-vi-c Ins work ,.nd theft k further 

c omo little plantation in Madras We have gone through all these questions 
and the General Purposes Sub-Commitfee said that fhere xvas no necessity 
for the Government of India to pax this gentleman TIs 400 and the 
Government of India in the Department of Education, Health and Lands 
accepted that suggestion tentatively If a reference »« required T w ; U 
read from *he first Report: Botanical Snrvrx, first Snn.tporx 'nnge 15): 
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‘The post oJ the Director be abolished’’ Now the\ have refused to do 
"o because the gentleman has come hack from England and ha.-* brought 
some pressure to bear on the Government of India 

Then I come to the Arelueologieal Department I flunk there arc* other 
Honourable Members who will argue out the ease The Committee sug¬ 
gested the discontinuance of the special duty allowance oi Sir John 
Marshall. I do not like now to discuss m detail the principle ot giving 
allowances to officials who are kept m service for 28 years and then em¬ 
ployed for 8 years more on special duty with extra emoluments and hill 
pension They do not allow' other scientific researchers to conn into the* 
‘add and utilise the arehicojogieal fund** for lustorieal rese.irehes tor tlie 
f r ' nefit of tlie eoiintrv When the\ an peuMoncd off Go\eminent re-om- 
’»"iid the extension ot their serviee to write out tin* reports which Hikes 
-evral \r:iis Sir. this piactiee is wrong in prineiple irom all considera¬ 
tion-* 

1 lien, .iv regard-* Dtiiiand 50, Education Hire then wa- n<*> Prom- 
•m 1 «l.»l ion man the ('omniittce hut I find an additional fourth item ol 

• lit i a- hem introduced winch amount- to T»-> 07.000 

1 'i I to f I • • i;.i' *'H'M o+ \ I« Ji' .1! .iiid Ihlhln Health 1 h U_ ’.he 

t < muiitti •• vugg,-tid the abolition ul the appointments ot the Director 

<« \-rd hid 11 Medaal Ser\ lee ainl the Public Health I'cMilli -laiur 

I m« ? 1 pI\ m tlu- connection is that tins re* minuend it ion r.cs. s an is-m* 

\ fin’ll few eminent have more carefully considered The\ ha\c considered 
■<:i> tin ('oimmtiec - j*l ui and earlier recommendations ot tin* lh tn m-h- 
i',. : t *em»ttei tic »]•.* ■iiM I i].»ini"ti«n **t 11 *« two post*, or »h, Duv* t<>r 

G-iurd. Indian M«d'c.l Kcr\ire and hi** lhihhc He dth (‘oniiin-.-'*,ner I 

t 1 .nk Sir thc\ w mt t-. \* • if tor tin .n v con-T tution It -rpi- ib *t the 

tn urnim-rit hi\< a sc r; ot premonition that tin future con-t.tution will 
p. .1 ur\ sicki\ i> 11 ( and it will require expert medical men and some 
mir-iiig »" wi H Tli h 1 iv’ reason win eve’w thing is post pom J ’e ties 
1 L i> irtment t<>r the future 

Then 1 cot ne to \griddtnr* and the Imperial Coniu :1 o f A re-mtrral 
Ke-candi We suggested that there wa** no neee-'-it\ for th's duplication 

<t ..or|; Tin- -iid that tin mein ground win the agricultural side of 

tin Secretariat could not h« r« <luccd was that there were some European 
experts in tlu Pusa (Ydlegi who wo’v not expected to he put undf the 
control of tin* Agricultural Conned WY see no reason via the*, r. o 
d* partruenK -hould work separately and not be amalgamated, therehx 
*i\mg a large sum oi nii'iio . the departmental side of Agriculture heng 
r* j 1 i'*i i 1 h\ the Imperial Coiuv 1 n r Agricultural "Hesearch 

\s regards V > it ion we find that the Direction cost is TIs 2.55 nOO 
instead of lis 1 20.000 Even in the last Budget it was E- 2.27 000 
Si. n spite nfrecoinnieiulationsf.rritrenelnmiit.it has gone up Further 
down fhe\ sa\ that the serxves of a new \ir*rait Inspector will 
1 c Tief*essan a-* it »s impossible for one man to inspect all tlie air- 
•raft ti Tndia T do not know how many e.rcraO "«* have in India .nd 
■ tn it is impossible for one min to inspect all the aircraft once r \ ear 

Then comes roiiunen ial Intelligence. Demand No 04 Here we 
suggested the abolition of the ICS post of the Peputv Director General 
and -onie other posts. This suggestion wa- not accepted Then we -uu- 
V ~ted the reduction of the establishment by 10 percent and the cancellation 
ef certain schemes We suggested a reduction of TIs. 2.50.000 out of which 

r 2 
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Ks 2.2fi.0()0 k itij u;rcd lor the internal statistics scheme The (‘oinmitt.ee 
si’i^e-ted th.it it should he temporarily suspended because it L a verv 
Useful institution and should hi' revived as soon as possible Sir. m ail 
those matters Cmx eminent are \er\ keen and they even went beyond the 
recommend.it mils of the Committci and accepted a cut to tile extent of 
Ks g.SO.OOU. which • ■oxered the xvlio!** statistical scheme and onl\ Us 4,000 
out "t l{s 20.000 recommended by the Commit tee. 

Then. I come to the Indian Stores Department. In this connection 
I w i«di to read out from the Ueport of the Ineheape Committee itself 
(pane 210) 

\\V uv mtonaed that this lH»p.irtim*nt h.t» been reready constimted .11 «> a**. t» 
ciieoiiiagc the >lc\cl(ipni«‘at <a tla industrial asouin-s ot Indii an 1 to die.; *m , 
nomies 1>\ i o-oidin it mg pun iu es lot (he (Yuti.il ,mU PiovomuI i «•>% ci n • - t i • t ■ - 

cluniMtnig ccmipctitioa not ween (?o\ermncni s and Dcpat tini'iit- At pit-M*nl ii- .ic* i 
vitio- me lonhacd i>• the puuii.tse ot textiles tm ihe Xrim 1 departmer.t »nd .o tl.. 
lOnfio] ot the Met.iiluigii ,d Inspei loiutr and ot tin* Super iniemient. l.o. d M i, i.t.if 

tuie-* mul Government Test 11 olive, \hpore We widei>t md however that it i - ai 
tplliplaied g’ud’i.illv to extend tin* \\<r}. ’ ‘ 

Finally . thex s.i\ 

' \ o *.*,*-' , ,*»e ,i 1 pindi • e . ,i\ li i ' e t b**i .a tn .i' ad> mtaje-. hnf vv* -i*« . 

the ’»•) pio\?vion in* made i<»i turriier e\piiii*».on of tile d**p.ntmere uieil el, 

• • tuned tliat the pr«oa.*cs <<>Ue<li\ei\ are prep,tied f*. util’s*- it tor i ’ i.*i r * .■ us. 
f ioi|» "■*! : 1 .• t v.i 1 li expansion will l*e fifian' ,, ,ill\ justified T! « [.res**.* cs» il !,s.n..i* • 1 
heel' tiained with .i view to ill** expansion o'" On d*p„i( > *nj‘* i- \r • 
io*j i. j i. .at K- 4.00 000 unnu.dlv W* let oiiitiu rut that the piovisn.n I. pmC. i ' 

its o oo non s- t vM U r ps a^ooo *’ 


Sir t is <•!< ,!?• from tbs 

Ueport th.it tli.- <1 

■p »rtm* nt 

W is 

t Ollt* T!l!>l.lt* d t>» 

■ • ntmue ,f •!! the Local 

(i(»v*"Tmii‘iits supported it and Hit 

■ mir'd' • si - urn 

,n ,b•!.'*■ the Annx 

and ntlier departments A 

s a 

M.it * e» ■ f i< ' 1 

find *»*.•!' rbe l.it* st report of the Indian 

Stores Dcpartnifni tbit it r*n 

.1* . In- - 11! I't-JT -JH l;- 

A T(» (Min . m 102M 

-20 of Us 

in M 

non n lri*jti. ,, ,n 

n*' 1!- (iHl.lHNt ,iii,| in 

iwwi.ni ot u- oo.24.ono 

So 

>t h is 1 m .’ii : v 

along nm .is ;i deficit department cording 

about H or 0 

lakh’s t.i ni|>t * ' 

armu <H\ It was urged 

all .dong that it should he 

cithe 

r m 4T * import .tig 

ii'' it ‘d/ould show that 

its activities helj 

a great 

deal 

m t nc airaLiTU* 

■nchgenoiK industrv It 

has done neither 

I think 

the 

iithcultv is that 

the superior stuff is all manned b\ Europeans It 

not 

to their interest 

to s ib.il tin- indigenous products are encouraged 

I 

give the figures 

n th’s Department 

Tts. 




Sa’ari^s above 

. . rt.noo 

No Indians 

! 

European 

Salaries abow 

2,r»oi> 

No Indiana 

5 

Uurnpeans. 

Salaries above 

2,000 

No Indiana 

3 

Kuropeans. 

Salaries abovo 

1.750 

No Indian* 

0 

Europeans 

Salaries above 

1,500 

1 Indmn 

9 

Europeans. 

Salaries above 

1,200 

6 Indians 

15 

Europeans. 

Salaries above 

1.000 

7 Indiana 

1« 

Eurorr*an«. 


The salary of Europeans drawing more than Rs f>00 a month is four lakhs 
annually.* That shows why this department has not developed in the wav 
for which* it was inaugurated. It has failed to justify its existence either 
bv encouraging indigenous industries or bv making the department itself 
self-supporting and purchasing stores for the Government of India at a 
cheaper rate. 
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Under Demand No. 76-Allowances, reduction in lump sum payments 
to Reuters, Rs. 10,000. This matter is still under consideration. I do not 
know why it requires so much time to curtail this subsidy to Reuters hv 
Ks. 10,000. There was a recommendation about Committees and Com¬ 
missions and we suggested that the amount should be reduced bv Rs. 10 
a d.i\ and I think there is no mention about it m thi< rc*port. 

regards the* Lor il Clearing Dlhee, here is a department where a 
special pa\ of Rs 250 is paid It is 14 \ears since the War came to an 
end and still the enemies' debts are being paid and the staff is necessary. 

In the North-West Frontier Province, Demand No 78, \\c 1m 1 under 
the Medical head there is :l rediu turn of Its. 1.04,000. though we reenm- 
niiiidfd r.ni n ,i Mim ot Ik- 4.000 to be n dm ed 

In Dalinductan for education we -ui".'' sted no reduction, Out I mid 
i ■ - 71 i mm) b. f v b< en red in » d trom tin- grant according to page Hj oi trie 
^ 1 • r i • 111 . i r\ 

'n 1 )* lie T*ndi ** • .bie.e i, w » - • i j'/* •-t * *d » e diohcn ol II- 2 i m, ii ■>?: \, but 

It b - r * * 11 accepted as IN 1 12.200 

I *• *.i No 10 Pubbe TTealtli i- -till under ron-idt rat.on 
In N/'ur M*r\\.*r.i tin -me ilnng h.ippt n- We d.d not momm* nd 
. r '•!(*’ *ii hut uudi i » due it;**n i *«»im <•! IN 04 o«xi ln«n itc.nced 
.nd mi *i r \b ilix* 1 1 1N 2*'DH)i) 

Su ! 1 i da n o.o n,ni h •»! tie* tine oi tin llnu-f ,«nd I te» 1 mwlf 
i!m lie fli«ciissmn had been de-c ur-iv *• to a gr* at extent. Ik i :ru t l ha\e 
b »d to do -pale W«.rf Hut I 'Xpert that the neon points (halt with b\ 
nr ’v i ! 1,1 d-eii—d bv other Honourable M-mlur- I ha\» not dealt 

u *th 1 !■ e Aiibt.irv Dieiu'd or the Postal Budget at all and I think m\ 

"tli i !: aiour; ’ ! lie'il- w !! di-.m-- ?*• M^-nelnut nt on tie - • ou'^tion- 

Mr. President: 'lop'*n p.ovrd 

' i' 1 *• 1" la nl limit i lii»* hivai E\oiiit<vc f »»im* il* 1c ic*liiM*d la IN 100" 
Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (l luted Provnv es Southern Ihvtsjons* Muham¬ 
madan Pm.ill Sir. out •>[ tile «i\ Commit tees that discussed the question 
<i !•*•;r'-neiirnen* tht work «»t tie Rulvvav Sub-Conm.itti i and the Army 
Siih-t’ornirnttee had been of a perfunetor\ character Their ri ports remind 
f"‘ tie* -t«ir\ an <>\ftad freshman who w is given t’100 b\ ins father 
and \ is i-ked t< *ul mil an account At the end of the teim the mw 
I’ndere 1 iduaie subneti <*d the followin': account—new collar, om Milling; 
on* *t mu doling -i\ pence miscellaneous. COO 17-6 This i< p v :ieta*ellv 
what tie* Kniiunv Subcommittee mH the Arnn Sub C' mmdtei have don**. 
D it * r 52 erorcs ..nnn •! oxpend'ture which is reallv incurred by the railwavs, 
the Knlwav Ih tn nchment Committee onlv scrutinisid the expenditure like 
Oxford undergraduate of under fw<> cwivs, and about the remaining 50 
vrores thr\ onlv put down that the expenditure should he scrutinised h\ 
stun.* other Committee. Praetieallv the same was done bv the Artm Sub¬ 
committee It. onlv examined a verv small proportion of the expenditure, I 
think 7 erores altogether, and it left the balance to ho scrutinised hv some 
one else. 7 think it was a little wiser than the Railway Sub-0omm ; tteo in 
that it did not bring itself into non-existence, but it still exists though it 
innv n..t be functioning. 1 do not know whether it will finish its work 
before the life of the Member® of that Committee erases to exist a< far as 
this Assembly is eoneerned T do not wants to take up the railway question 
tfoday in detail because that has already been discussed. But, in view of 
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the fact that this cod tributes a large sum of inuiiuv, about 8 mires even 
vear. to the general revenue, especially in view of the fact that the report 
of the Court ot Inquiry did not come into our hands at the tune when we 
discussed the I\ ail way Budget I want to touch upon one or 

tuo salient features now The other day the Honourable Mem 
l>ur for Industries and Labour, when asked about giving us an 
opportunity to discuss this report., clearly said that he was not 
willing to gi\e time for that purpose 1 thought that the repL w.is 
i - 4 her impolite to Honourable Members of this Assembh. but 1 find now 
tlMt the Honourable Sir .Joseph Bliore was perfectl\ right, because tint-.' 
are no points in this report to discuss lor any hngth of tunc The Kailu.r 
j * ..ird issued certain dcfimti instructions and the r'*all\ crucial problem i- 
fins L there any machinery In means ot which thc\ can find nut vhetfar 
their oistMicfionH ha\c been carried out. and if n«.t whether the\ lia\e goi 
tiiaclnnen t<» see how they tail he cufoiccd *' This is realK tin t nici.il t.f.m, 
■i iht whole oj 1 1 io retrenchment enquiry as far as the railwa\s aie con- 
cerned This part-rulnr point, which T thought flaw would de*d with w «s 

ne\or touched upon hv fins Court of Tnquin and if the BmiIwju Board 

could only m>I\v this particular problem most of their difliculties would dis 
appear The onl\ recommendalion. which the (Viurt of Inqmr\ made v -- 
that on 1 v one manciple should he applied in the case of rctrenchnx nl and 
that principle should lx* that f h<>se persons who have got Icsi^ servici ought 
U> i>e re lelliied II 1 e-j.eel |\C of i lie question of etVlclcnc\. les^ ellieu 1U 1 .tll< i 
irrespective n* am othei ronGdorati >ri If this principle is appln d—f am 

sorry that fhr Gnurf of Inquiry never went info the figur* s uhai w uM 

he file res.,It ,,} thL > \\ «. ail know that Indians entered into the railway 

ser\,.,- n larg-r number onl\ ..her the Convent am of 1921 and tlm Muh-m* 
niad.TK joined still later and the result of their recommend. it ions will 1 
that Indians in and ?!v Mudini? in particular will all he retrench, d 

from tile i ulwa\ servees if the principle enunciated h\ the (\>ur1 of 
Tnqinrv is ai e» J>tod 1»\ the Government Wlide making tins recommend i 
tion it was their dut\ to lme considered the figuies and show how tin 
common.d .ucquaMtie.s would w«,tk out if the recount k nd.itions were g.\rn 
But fhc\ win c..m going people and adopted m eas s method 
Th s • jt•» '!]<.]> of least service is ver\ easy to ealeulate md \er\ ens^ tr> 
•“IT 1, What would he the result, they never took the trouble to find out 
Tlit" wnst. 1 lime and mone\ in considering individual grievances } ,nd then 
gave it up as a hopeless case and asked the Government to appoint som» 
other Committee to go through such grievances 

Vow\ Sir corning to the militan. which is really the subject-matter ot 
my discussion. T first mention at the outset three points. The first is one 
te which T have drawn attention repeatedly, that the question of the 
strategic lines ought to be settled once for all. We know' that we spend 
abou+ 2 er<>res on the strategic lines and this amount should either be 
absorbed m the losses of the railways, or it should be shown in the General 
Budget as income received from the railways, and afterwards handed over 
to the iml it ary This method of invisible budget of the military, as T 
called it. is bad accountancy. It is against, all principles of ncoountanc\, 
and I think it ought to be shown very clearly in the General Budget Sir. 
wo should adopt either of the two methods. Either it should be shown as 
a definite loss of the railways, who should be responsible for it, or it should 
he accepted as a loss to the general revenues and should be debited in the 
accounts of the military 
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The second point to winch I wish to draw attention, though attention has 
been drawn to it repeatedly by the different lietrenchment Committees, 
Is . 11 >«)iit llie Ia*u concessions. Now the Bee concessions were very rightly 
given in 11)2*1-25 when the index of prices was very high. The cost of 
1.' * ! r> h •«] gone up very much after the w'ar and some relief was absolutely 
necessary The price index in 1024 rose to about 170, but we should now 
realise that these high prices ot 11*24 are not in existence in 1932. The 
price index lias fallen as low as 90, i c., it has fallen bv about 45 per cent. 
Wla'ii the cost >* bung has fallen by about 15 per **ent. from 1925 on¬ 
wards it is legitimate t<> consider whether the concession that we allowed 
( .i account of high prices m 11)21-25 should still be continued in 1932 and 
whether it should not be temporarily withdrawn to be given back when 
the index price rises again to the level of 175, as it did in 1924 

Y : . *li i<| iv tli.it i \ei \ Ih Ueiiehnieiit Committee recommended 

that ’In i uN should l ♦* giadual Hut eontrarx to tlie recommendations z*. 
all the Sul.-( 'oimnit ti is tin* (muniment adopted a unifomi cut of 10 per 
cent I 11 1 iiiIn it I s * lather unfair to treat <\ci\bod\ in the '?ame way. Those 
who get i lusher salarx can really sacrifice a little more than those who 
earn |nenough to make two end'*, meet Thcielore the principle of a 
gi adu.itt d cut should ha\e been adopted by the (lo\ernnient of India It 
is a prmeiph whuli the whole count rx deiii.mded. which evcr\ lietrunch- 
ireiit (‘nimmttei r» commended, and whicli realh has the general support 
of tin .Wrml>!\ md in the teeth of opposition from even body. Govern¬ 
ment adopt< d a unitoim cut i/ In per cent 

S.r, earning now to the Budget ot the military. I find that rhe Budget 
ii. the \i,n 1913 it was 29 mavs Then it rose up durng and after 

the war to liTTa cot*- Tin*** I.normal expenditure and the losses in the 

re\ eiuie 1* d to tin ippointnieiit of the Ineheape Committee Tt attributed 
the rise ot tin unlit »r\ i xpeiuhtuiv t*» fi\e causes The first w is the rise in 
prices I hau> already ^aid tint d does not hold true now' because the 
price- ui-iead . *t rising. ha\e at tuallv fallen below the level of 1913-14 
The si'Coiid ground wv< the enhanced pax grinted to all ranks. This is 
ivalk i ei.nsfu.ii tit: d effect ot tin first md I think it does not hold true 

now The third ’s the lnprovement m the comforts ot tin + roops, large 

expendstme on Imist > and \nrioiis other things Now, with regard to that, 
T fluid; we should tr\ to gne a** much comfort to our troops as we possihh 
can Cut d shoidd l»i lom witlun onr mean-’, and we should not go beyond 
that Their fomtlt g»ound was the mere t>e in the non-'ffective charge*, 
rii »re we find that it increased from 5 to 9 croros, but of course 
b\ reducing the nnn-cffertixe charges, we do not increase the effi¬ 
cient ' of ;ho \rm\ 1 am really very strongly in favour of 
keeping up the etViea nr' of the Army, but T am » qualN ‘-tn-ngL 
of opinion that we ought to reduce those charges which do not 
make for the efficiency of the Army Their fifth reason, and the only 
cogent reason, was the improvement in the equipment and standard of 
training Any expenditure under this head is justified and legitimate and 
would have general support, but any expenditure under the first four 
heads is not justified, and T think I will examine these points in detail. 
"Before T examine them, T should like to give some quotations from the 
report of the Tnchcnpc Committee which arc as cogent and relevant today 
as thov wore eight years ago. They said about military expenditure • 

“In onr opinion tlm repeated huge deficits of the last few years, in snite of the 
imposition of heavy new taxation, have made it abundantly clear that India cannot 
afford this expenditure 
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So long iis pence conditions obtain. I lit* first csscntml is for India to ha la mo her 
■mdget, and this can only he secured hy a very substantial reduction in the military 
es: i mates.’’ 

That hi.) s<t\. tlu* onhj wav (t* balance tin* Budget is to reduce. the mili- 
# i.rv expenditure. That is not ?nv opinion. it i s not the opinion of the 
Assemhlv or ol the "Retrenchment Committer: it is the opinion of the 
Inehcape Committee, who knew tlieir hinnies'* nnd who were a< <trnng 
suppoitcrs cf the Annv p(die\ ms am KneiHhmaii cm be Then again they 
said . 

V\e »ooomnmrd that .« i hv^e wntili be kept op the dit.iiU of nnht n‘\ » , \i"*h«mm e 
With the object of hnngiii^ aoout . |im;.o*i\i .••dm, .mi ni liu* lutir.e 

And t!: n I «1 < • w 1 iiev -aid 

“Tlnuiirh lev emu. u<av imiiimm' th»< ,i n\ \ •* mule ,lie ■ »< mil , in ,,| t 
>till he i.'t lust du at ion t'<*i not kecpiii" .. Mint «*\ r • ■ ■ niat.uv, < \|M*ndii m \ ’ 11 1 .i 
v c\\ i > .I ** * u* t lioi o mu t 'on ’ 

Tluw if omnielldfd lediutiou i'Vrh i! lh<* n \ in>o hum im-I i»’it we 
find tD.it the ii'ijinc 'n-tead .a >h*m*..mii'„' h . Iiiii \\ c mmw 

\il*\ Well tll.lt dm ill** the his’, \ ♦ I) Vtji*. \\ » till II I^r-I I.IXllm?! nil I u p« >rt 

dm.es 1 1 \ 'JJiin.i-. hut the lit*, mm, jt h: *> U • n a dt hnitr I..*-*. ,,t To I iklis. 

There!.nv w** liavt mmIIv nached tin limit of tixitmn luwond w n ■ h we 

CMiim t un and the orl\ w »\ h\ winch ilie Dudi/i t e.m In iii'meid w to. 
inllow the leioii'iii. nd i! v 'lh of th* 7 n» *h • ii»« (’..mm'IKt U'd >| plv the 

principle of irihxtion to the pimupil item wliieh tin \ nn n: ■••in d n-m»i\. 
the militnn And unless we reduce tin lmlitarv eM-» ml.t up n pahsnhpel. 
impossible ioi India to balance the llndu* t h\ am other me um 

Now. Sm* 1 ] 11 **>t l Tied v wont tomeniioii a Vw 'Mm- m which th-- n •lue- 
t.on e.m he math wilh.eit lm-s .»t the ejVeiene\ of tin Arm' 1 i»st 1 take 
lip till non effect |\e charges ill the \ e.i •• 1 4 • I “7-1 I the limi-i 'la' \. . h.iPJiS 

were 5 (To?t-s m R'22-23 v hen the Inele-ip'- ('nmrmtne nut 'lav • sr to. 
0 crores and in ilie pr< sent viar*- I. : w. t':nd ‘ h> e 7 'ij * 
Therefore there i< no I'^on wh\ thw i \pt nditm -hould not 1 m I'M.uuht 
to the level of 101 f. and there can he a savinr of 21 i p r« s .nde» ilis 
item Tin* redueiioii o< non-effect w e rhaii/rs dm*, ivt me*'?! tin n« Pu teiicv 
of the Armv and there ?« n*> reason win we '•hoiihi in t app 1 ' ih - reducti* n 
immediately 

The second itim which v\ - ••an l.iLi tip mi ledueiion .s whai 1 call 
rnihtarv uoik.s and mihfarv encineerin <T Dndi r this In* idme in 10l.‘l If 
the\ spent l*o eroies Tn ilu* \»*.*ir 1022-22. iln* expenditure m-e in t 0 * 1 , 
and liefore the Ineheape Cnnomff«*e the nuhtM" authorilies »eeommend'‘d 
„»i • ■'•p' , nd'tnr*■ of X\ Mores m f u*me. which the rio\etiim ,, nf (, f Irdia p** 
dueed to 0 ei v »i*es ITere in the n^w esfim iicv now oefon u 1 ^ tin «. have 
firov rled f r,r> erorcs There is no reason wdiv we cannot reduce this ex¬ 
penditure further* This can also he reduced b\ 2 crores of rupees Before 
the war the estimate was 1*3 and now it is 4*f»5 I onlv demand a reduction 
of about 2 crores of rupees, and even then the expenditure will he double 
of what it was in 101.3-14. 

The next point where reduction is possible is to reduce the number of 
men in each recimont. This particular question was discussed bv the 
Inchespe Committee and T also pointed out last \enr in connection with 
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the Army cut that it is still possible to reduce the number in each regiment 
according to the recommendations of the Irichest pc Committee. What 1 said 
was that the Inclicape Committee suggested that during the war time the 
number should be 7 (*l> in each regiment and during peace time the number 
should he mrt her reduced by 20 per cent. Jf we apply this principle, then 
I f there is still g»cat room tor economy. Sir we do not want to 
loiiii. t th- rliicu iu \ ot the Army, but at the «amc time we do 
di>m ih.it it should be kept in pe.K'c tune at a lev* 1 like the one which the 
Iia iieapo ('olJiniitt**o u coiiiiueudt d. 

» • i*• \I ph,.-«- ni loiionehnn'iil whicli I pws.s is ihe (|inoi- n i the 
Indi.ui < itiou of mt\ ic.^ I am nut pressing it from the point of \ic,\ of 
I'ola or from tin noint of \ie*v of getting all the services for Indian*. but 
* 11 >■ *i i \ el i* .i"n itn " w»»h * eo»’oni\ This point of view we will discuss 
'«;?nof 11 >w, \\ ( know ih o tin* eost * e an English soldier i> about ii\< 1 lines 

•it. * .«• of ti„. Ii.ili, i -<,Micr At pie-nd we have got On 000 Engli-h 
?»oop- t \c Jed fij uid the number of Indem troops i* 240 700 

Jt".' t 1 "’ h " • m jin T in I: nis.ii ion . tie* iroop- and the li .i * * d \r n 

‘la <.ll‘rer- tlitii i? <juip po.--ible to ha\e substantial r< duct ions in 
• mim 1 md 4 a- .'leli Kngl»-h •oldi** 1 replaced bv an Indian flu o\- 

I" ! . 1 4 1 ’»• y P i.. o d;,. . d io .d»« ill n.;ir *'fth- (»| <• i'T'-o I d * r«ol ..dvor'afe 

h. re tint w. *1,. >dd ".duo tin- English Ann\ «>r tlie Engl'sfi «»flic»r< at 

on 1 41 id t|* i ••• iii *• n.'ie-i l- absi.iul'h for the eifieienev 

o* t 1 "* \mn sail .»t the - on" time w. -la ldd lav d-.’vn . t ** 4 on liiii'-iple- 
I., iii* m- < wh-d) Inuiaiiis it i«»n mav mooed, not onlv n lb. raid' and 
i'k ’» ’• d - <>' *b. oiVii.rs' gr-.l.- If tlio p»* n' r-h - ar.‘ 

. 1 1> i i-'l »lu»* «* w ,11 I. ) ’i i—— 1 1 • 1. * ibai we -ball haw a substantial re-lm t ; on, 

i. n i. • *}■!- 1 '. i i r:g al- r; -a\ abou» to 1o emi* - .* ft * r -o-n, >- Of 

1 . 4 ' i f< * nn t.i h\ i d■ * 1 but 1 lo -trough advo* i;*-. l< a 

i". «»•’ !« !>. ’!i , l , »i't ' < ih • 4 w»' -limdd adopt snm» kind t ohc\ of 

T nd' n;-i , ni‘i »• »v • - h »b .n the >ftuer-‘ g ,,j dc and in rii* T el >n 1 

1 >r *-<. t! t it I’M i v *iendii *nv n».'\ 'T*dii"H\ b.* r t dueei* 

It \ i *■ p e *. d • 5 % 4 h, 1 * i. ne« M« tp 1>. ’* »• h«. -p. ... h ft i f ’ «-t 

r 0 ,t ’ 1.. i r ab. mg tip Army exp* n \ run r * 

• rha 1 .• ot pi !i* \ .ad tin i 11 11 *i* 1 *, .e n >in.-ui<J exp* nd.lire Cu’es- 4 •* 

! r.i ' 'bm . "i p. 1 ■ v 'if sid. we i-annof have a substantial *a\ing I 

• ntireU .’th h mi ,t 1 1 th nk our lletivnehincn* (VniurUe. ought. 

t. . ''inline \i n (.remllv whether we do require so large an arim a- we 
ar. i i i * ’I* | '. ■ 11 J 1 111 -b'r-1 -Till »h:*f tiler#- .in* rive.. 

” : *h - ui eom 1 1 *i — to perlorm one i* fv Jrnperia! di ft m e. that to meet 

the a1 l4, tk fro!*- n\ mitode j'ower. the -t'eond i- realh to keen »■« i> e oil 
Oiir l*V.»nO* , r the! is to -a\e the people from attack ot the fn.nl. e! tribes 
and adiommg power, md the tlnrd i< internal peaee We ought to reckon 
the nmmmiin ^i/» of the atinv which we rctpnrc for each of file-, purposes, 
and after detemuning these things we should determine how large an aun\ 
v.e 4 ire required to maintain 

\s regards tli* .pie-fion nf imperial defi nee. »his question w dl have 
to !>»» worked out "i i-onjunet o»i with Ilii' Imperial TVfenee Conned or the 
War Office, and India should contribute her quota for Imperial defence. 
India alone should not he considered ns a training ground for the Imperial 
forces No doubt if the British Government decide to choose India as the 
training ground for the Empire forces, then England should pay for the 
training, we can only contribute our quota for the general defence, and 
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ihis ought to be settled once for all. For the purpose of general defence 
it should be decided how large an army India* is to maintain in a state 
oi eiheiency not inferior to the elliciency of the army in any other country, 
'[he rti'eond question is about the army for our frontier At present, one- 
third oi our army is located on the other side of the Indus; while the 
remaining two-thirds are distributed over the rest of India The question 

whether we require such a large army to maintain order and peace 
;»’linns these trans-border tribes. This really depends upon the policy 
which we adopt about the North-West defence This was pointed out by 
the Inohenpc Committee and T shall quote what they say 

“Wo ait* liitoimoiJ tlial iliiMi* is n«» ido.i hi iI n- uiuid ut tin* ( l<i\«*r miiont of (mbit 
of ronUmi.Msj .i "■ ? , | >. >| ■ y oi i-*i hi .ii \ n: *ii. • ,«.»:• up iu tin* Du..aid Lino .it the 
pie>onr unit*—th.it the lde.i lu.s Loon .d>;mdon«*d 

I do nut know wliether the Committee was correct and whether the idea 
of tin forward policy h.«s been abandoned, but .q, any jate it is- \cry 
desirabli■ that we should fieiiiie what the border line is. wliether tin* border 
hue o* India e* the border « f the settled dislitets or whether the hordet 
• me ’lie Durand Liiu . and after settling this problem, we should deler- 
iiinii l hr amount of mihtau strength which is required to keep order in 
that pan <*t India Tin* whole population of tin trans-border tribes is 
something like ‘Jo lakhs out of which then* cannot lx on aHiu service 
,at ,m\ tune more than 8 lakhs of people In order to keep 8 lakhs of 
penpit in order is it neeess.irv for to m.amtain .in army nt about 

l l.ik'i—tb it is one s .Idiet ha i wr\ eight persons to keep them in order" 
7 p, •* a' r 11 \ hi*lie\e that «»*i aeeount of tlie de\elopmeiit in our ; i 1 »■ force 
in mI pot.,1 .l(*u*loprnent of ciMlisation it i^ not neces*nr\ t<» maintain 
sue! i kd’ge arm\ toda\ i 4 - was perhaps neeessaix about 8 years ago 
a:i I •' --ti'O -hould 1 a■ considered h\ exptrts and \\»* should keep 

jn-i a- '-’ii dl an arm\ as m.i\ he neee<sar\. 

\\ hil-‘ I therefore advocate strongly that should settle once lor all 
the exact ^i/e ol the anm which is neeessarx for peace time, we should 
a bo gradually try to Indianise the army in the interests of economy and 
v,* should aUn encourage more and more the aimharx end territorial forces 
on whom \\e could fall hack in time of war as a second and third line 

of defence, as these are not 'verx expensive* things and as at a time of 

strain we can always have Ouse soldiers reads for active service 

There are one or two small points to which I would like to draw* 
attention One is the capitation tax. This question has ben raised year 
after year b\ the AssembK The expenditure amounts to 180 lakhs and 

we ha \< been pressing \ear nfter \ear that ibis amount is too much and 

should l»e ‘settled: hut no efforts have yet been made to settle it I thought 
this was the legitimate duty of our "Retrenchment Committee to take up 
this ]> irt e-nlar question and to press for its settlement 

Another question which requires to be considered is the question of 
transport. The Welhy Commission recommended that as a measure 
justifiable in the circumstances half the cost of transport of troops to 
and from India should he defrayed by the Imperial Government. This 
was their recommendation, and T think it ought to be the duty of the 
Retrenchment Committee to see that this recommendation is enforced. 
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If all the measures of economy I have mentioned are carried out, I am 
perfectly confident that our Budget will be reduced by at least 15 crores, 
and we Will conic down to what it was before; the war, that is. about 
30 crores, and unless we reduce our Military Budget to this amount, no 
amount of taxation and no other measures will balance our Budget No 
doubt general administration is an expensive item and we can retrench 
the expenditure thereon bv about 3 crores, hut this forms a ' or\ small 
part of the entire expenditure, as Mr. Aggarwal pointed out last time our 
military expenditure is about 07 per cent, of the total expenditure, that 
is about two-thirds of the whole, and therefore we should apply our axe 
purliculurh to an item winch involves the major portion of the expenditure 

Then, Sir. the last thing that 1 should like to mention is about the 
polic\ of m Indian Navy We have provided 07 lakhs for the Indian 
Navy T lhml cither \\i should have a nav\ of our own <>r vvr should not 
have a i.aw It w«* really want an Indian uaw , then we should seriously 
take up the (pit stion and c.M•'bli^li a n.iw ui our <i\vn, otherwise we should 
as p i r! <»t tin I»’* ■ t. - 1 • Kinpiit depend upon the Bnt'sh Navy and make 
only I inntniiut o.n mu quota lor tile defence of the Empire 

Tiiv As^einblv I'.en *dj airn- ( | he* Lunch till Twenty minuter* East Two 
of Lh- Clod. 


Tn< Asm mblv re-. trembled att<*r iainch at Twenty Minutes East Two 
of tie Mr EiV'-ideni in iln < hair 


Mr. B. Das 1 1 >rj ‘ — i Di\f»o Ni n-Muhaminadan) When discussinc 
tin Jkiiwav I »iii 1 t I M ded th.q the Uonomable the R.ulw.tv Member 
v a*. oj"\ t.nkeriin. r with retr* nehmeUi m the ra’lwa\» It I am asked to 
g’\e ’ i 1 \ •■} 'tin -i, .due* the rei r\ nchm-uit poiirv m the m.l administration 
afid fh A>*m\ -ale I v d * \ that the (lov eminent of India have only 
seratehtil the Mirl.u i reLraniiiu: retrenchment The\ have not gone deeply 
into tli- in.. 1 ter and if the\ do not go deeplv into the m \tte-, th«*\ will 
have to go on mounting up laxation in subsequent Budgets, and they 
will never be able to grapple with the situation As a member of one of 

the Retrenchment ('ommittce** I am grateful to th“ Honour. 1 .hie the 

Finance Memh- •• tor the h« tnmet In* offend t 1 the members • 
Committees for the 1 help tlrif thev had rendered ( In Ifonnurahlv 
Member “But win it sincere '*") But l do think th.-t the Committees 
would have been able tr• ass-st him further liad tht v been allow <J the 
lihertv to do »„ \\ e have heard from our revered leader. Sir Ahdur Rahim, 

that the recommendations of los Committee have not been given effect 
to and inv Honourable friend Dr Ziauddin Ahmad, was himself a member 
of the Rmhvav Retrenchment Sub-Committee who, like all scholars and 
professsors. docs not mind lashing himself and inflicting upon himself 
wounds like Jesuit monks ns long as it helps to clarify the issue—of 
course, l differ from rm Honourable friend. Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad, as l 
differed from him while he spoke on the Railway Budget, and I do not 
know why he did not take that opportunity to examine the administration 
of the various railways But in the matter of general retrenchment my 
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Honourable friend, Sir Abdur Rahim, has made it clear that they have 
pointed out various items of retrenchment which the Government have not 
yet considered. And they cannot consider them because there are many 
obstacles in their way. 1 know that the Members who sit in the front 
Benches opposite are very loyal to their colleagues and to the officials 
who work under them. But loyalty to one’s colleagues and one’s officials 
is one thing, and loyalty to one’s country is another. What- does the 
country’s interest require? Does it require the heavy expenditure that is 
at present incurred? As niv Honourable friend tlie "Finance Member said 
in his Budget speech while we were discussing the Indian ‘Finance Supple¬ 
mentary and Extending Bill, the Government of India pay Rs. 120 crores 
in pay bills to the Army, and the civil, including the railways and the 
Provincial Governments If I take off Rs. 10 croreR, which is the salary 
bill of the railways, il comes to Its. 104 crores, which is the pay hill of 
the Central Government and the Provincial Governments, out of a revenue 
of Rs 200 crores.—it inav he a little less than Rs. 200 crores at present. 
It is an enormous expenditure, and what is the reason of these heavy 
pay hills? Accident and circum-fancis brought the English to rule over 
India Then the English c*v ’1 servants were given h’gli salaries The»y 
were* never content to get themselves those salaries, hut thev created 
services, and the\ went on paving even to the Indians similar salaries 
Thev themselves did tittle* work and allowed the work to he done* h\ the* 
Indian provincial civil servants in the provinces and aho in the centre. 
The time* has come when we are* on the <*ve* of gre.it const it in lonal changes, 
and we shall have to revise* the basis of salaries of all scivice*. whether 
Imperial or provincial. K\erv post should carrv a basic salarv and 'f 
an European is recruited from abroad, lie mm Ik* given an allowance. 
Tie* Indian and tin* European wll gej_ the same scale of salarv Five or 
six ye*ars ago I was opposed to that, because it brought an inferiority 
complex to the Indian recruit, but at present when we expect to get 
greater control—it may not be full control m the centre, bu t full control 
in the* provinces f An Honourable Member “Whv not in the centre?”), 
and adequate control in the centre, the time has come when the salaries 
should be on an Indian basis Let the European draw even fts f>()0 or 
Bb 1,000 extra allowance per mensem, but this idea of paving the Indian 
officers and the Indian staff in the Secretariat such high salaries is beyond 
the compass of the Indian taxpayer. The salarv should he based as it. is 
based in Japan and in England Do the civil servants m England g<d. 
such high salaries** Do the clerks and office assistants get. such high 
salaries? Nowhere else m the world, as m\ Honourable friend Mr Mitra 
points out. does anvhodv get such high salaries But here the civ 1 sendee 
went on blind!v gmping m the darkness thev went on misirig fhetr own 
salaries, demanding overseas pav, and demanding Lee concessions and at 
the same time thev wanted to he faithful and loval to their Ind’ in col¬ 
leagues in the* sendees and thev went, on raising their salaries .dsn. So, 
the time has come when we must revise the* basic salarv of all posts. Tf 
that is not done, mere touching the surface of retrenchment will not do 
any good. The spirit, should be Indian. At present the administrative 
plant thmt has been transplanted into India is a hothouse plant Tt is 
kept in the hothouse, it does not grow. The official Members of Govern¬ 
ment must forget everything else before the interest of the country. I do 
not suggest appointment of another committee. T think if the General 
Purposes Committee is asked to lay down the basic rate of pav for all 
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these posts, they will lay it down; but even if they are not asked to 
do so, I do hope that they will in their final report make some such 
recommendation. Sir, when the Retrenchment Committee ^first met in 
the month of May 1931 at Simla, the Honourable the Finance Member 
told us that there was a conference of Finance Members of the Provincial 
Governments and tlie Central Government to discuss what should be the 
basic pay of future recruits for posts, both provincial and Imperial, and 
we were % given to understand that the Finance Member would at one time 
circulate that report to the members of the Retrenchment Committee. 1 
must confess that I did not ask the Finance Member in a comnrttee 
meeting to circulate that report, but that scheme was never circulated to 
the Members of this House, nor to the members of the Retrenchment 
Committee unless the members of the General Purposes Committee had 
u chance to look at it. Wo were given to understand that the Finance 
Members of the Central and Provincial Governments wanted a specially 
low scale of salary for all future recruits Whether that scale of salary 
will he m harmony with the revenues of tin* Central and Provincial Govern¬ 
ments, I cannot say, hut I (i<> hope that if that report w'as not circulated 
to tla> Genera! Purposes Couiinittee, it rna\ be done now. so that the 
Committee will expr» ss its \Vws whether the scale of salar\ is high for 
future recruits or whether they could suggest a different scale of salary 
In talking ot rex'enchiiifiit. we may think that if we cut down the 
salaries, we have sa\ed the Government from bankruptcy, and that future 
Finance Members will bring « ut surplus Budgets I am very doubtful 
about it and I w'l bring out a few instances to illustrate it; 1 wall refer 
tl»** House to the Demand, “Interest on Miscellaneous Obligations”, which 
is found on pages 134 and 135 of the Detailed Estimates. All provident 
funds all investments in the post office, Postal Cash Certificates are 
supposed to he deposited with the Government of India, but at present 
the Government of India have no special funds to meet withdrawals. AIL 
this monev goes to the w f ays and means of the Budget, and the Govern¬ 
ment have spent it Of course every year Government allocate so much 
to meet obligatory demands. This year they have allocated about 9 crores 
of rupees js interest charges on miscellaneous obligations That is so far 
»!ue. hut (lovtrnmcnt have taken tins money in trust They have spent 
it away, and we know the solvency position of Government A time will 
e.aia when there will he a change of Government or the transfer of Govern¬ 
ment from that side to this sale, and we will then find only certain paper 
transactions and certain huge obligations which the successor cf my 
Honourable friend the Finance Member will have to meet, but my friend 
tan mot say that ho has invested so many crores out of this miscellaneous 
obligations on productive debts The money has gone to reduce the debt 
tm-ition of Government to a certain extent. He did not incur a loan of 50 
( r avs per annum, but incurred a loan of 20 crores. say, and that no doubt 
reduces our debt position When my Honourable friend became Finance 
Member, in his first Budget speech he drew the attention, of the House 
to the gravity of the situation of the Savings Bank deposits and the Postal 
Cash Certificates to cover payments for w r hich no provision had been made. 
Tf the Government are carried on as they are now. the Honourable Member 
will show in paper that the money is there, but the money will have really 
been spent away, and future Finance Members will have to meet all these 
obligations and will not be able to provide money for developing the re¬ 
sources of the country, or even for reducing taxation in the country, 
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because all these obligations will have* been incurred by previous F inan ce 
Members. My Honourable, friend may say that he has spent all this 
money on the productive side, but 1 cannot say the same thing of his 
predecessors. I cannot say that his predecessors in the paBt looked into 
that aspect of the question, but all the same India’s public debt has in¬ 
creased. 1 want to draw attention to another aspect of the question, that 
is. grant No. 96, 4 ‘Commuted value of Pensions”, on page 907. There is an 
insistent demand on this side of the House to retrench, but we find that 
more money is being paid in commuted value of pensions. All these have 
to be provided for. The pensionary charges which the Government of 
India keep in deposit is only u book deposit and never funded separately. 
To-day owing to the retirement of these officers, the commuted value of 
pensions has also increased. Also the gratuities which will be paid to the 
men who are retrenched forcibly will commit the Government to the expen¬ 
diture ot so many crores. 1 think the very retrenchment policy has created 
more anxieties for the Finance Member. 1 am asking that the Finance 
Member should keep these pensionary charges and other deposits, as also 
the service funds, in interest bearing deposits, so that these are not always 
a charge on the revenue of the country. 1 consider that fh t * time has 
come when the Finance Member will have to shape out his polic\ so that 
he must make prn\ision for these obligatory debts and pensionar\ charges 
that the country incurs and which become a statutory obligation of the 
country. 

My Honourable friend Dr. Zinuddm Ahmad discussed the Army side 
of retrenchment. Sir, everybody knows that the constitutional changes 
have been long delayed. Whether they have*, been delayed by us or the 
Government, the fact remains that they have been delayed When the 
Government of India wrote their despatch to the Secretary of State m 
1930, they must have come t-o a certain definite decision as to whether the 
Army expenditure would be stationary at the present figure of 40 crores 
«dd. Supposing then that the constitutional changes take time—as every¬ 
body knows, they are going to take two or three years’ more time because 
nobody wants to hand over power, and it is so difficult to hand over power— 
why, I ask, does not the Honourable the Finance Member, in the present 
difficult circumstances, address the Secretary of State and the British 
Government with a view to settling this particular aspect of the question, 
namely, as recommended in the Government of India’s despatch, let India 
pav a lump sum charge for defence, of sn\ 25 crores or or even 30 
crores to the British War Office? Then, let the British Army b(* separated 
from the Indian Army, and let that be a fixed charge on India for ton 
years till the Indian Dominion Army has come into being. Sir, if that 
is not done, if no big cut is made in the Array expenditure, what is the 
use of our tinkering with the retrenchment problem and driving out a 
water carrier here from a foot battalion or retrenching a. few mules there 
ftpm the artillery or cavalry? And vet the Honourable the Finance Member 
asks us to accept his version that His Fjxcellency the Commander-in-Chief 
has done his best and to endorse the remark that the Commander-in-Chief 
considers that this retrenchment that has been effected in the Army cannot 
be bold to be a permanent reduction. Sir, if these constitutional changes 
had come, as everybody was expecting them to come, in 1031. I am sure, 
the Government of India and the British Government would have had to 
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come to some definite views in that matter. I ask, why cfy they not give 
effect to their own declared views today? Instead, Sir, they make us 
fight on the communal issues and on the depressed classes issue and on the 
issue regarding the federation of the Indian States and British India, and 
thus they go on playing with abstract and ucudemic questions instead of 
tackling the immediate practical problems. And then they ask us to give 
them suggestions as to how further retrenchment can be effected in the 
•Government of India! Sir, let us, I suv, face the main issue, namely, 
that military expenditure must be reduced; and anticipating the remarks 
from my friends of the European Group, I would at once say that I am 
quite prepared to concede the maintenance of a European Army up to a 
certain number in India, but I am not prepared to give them more than 
30 crores of rupees for the present: and if those 20 crores are released, 
Indhi will then build up a Dominion Army in five years such as will be quite 
sufficient not only for internal defence but also to render help to the British 
Empire in case there is a war outside India; and therefore, 1 say, if 
England remains our friend, I am quite willing to send out an Indian Army 
abroad, as we so gladlv did to France and to the many other theatres of 
war, where I daresay we acquitted ourselves so well. 

Sir, them there are certain invisible items of military expenditure which 
ir- is high time* we should all—including im friends of the Bound Table 
9 Conference who were discussing tile actual military expenditure—take 
careful note of Sir. ru\ friend, Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad, made some pertinent 
remarks about the strategic* railways. That is one item of expenditure 
which imolves us in an incessant loss. Then there is the other issue,— 
the .Military Department receives huge concessions from the railways 
amounting to as much as a crore of rupees per annum. They get conces¬ 
sions in travelling, in freights and so on and so forth, and when I gave 
evidence before the Bailway Retrenchment Sub-Committee, I brought 
that to the notice of in\ friend, Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad, and others. 
Now that crore of rupees should be debited to the military side of the 
expenditure. Then there is this huge expenditure on the Frontier 
Watch and Ward. What is the use of this huge Army, and at the same 
time of spending all this money on the Frontier Watch and Ward? Sir, 
all this is nothing hut concealed military expenditure. If my submission 
is accepted .and an Indian Army is created. T am sure it can look after the 
Frontier Watch and Ward side of the work without incurring any additional 
expenditure. 

Mr. 5. V. Jadhav (Bombay Central Division: Non-Muhammadan 
Rural): Simply to provide training for the Indian Army. 

Mr. B. Das: But what is the use of this additional expenditure? We 
arc* now talking of finance; the country, Sir, cannot go on bearing any more 
taxation. This expenditure should not be thrown on to the civil side. 
Then there is the expenditure on civil works incurred for the Frontier 
Watch and Ward Department. I raised the point often before the Publio 
Accounts Committee. Now if the Military Department requires for its 
military purposes these military roads, then let the expenditure be 
debited to the Military Budget. Why should it be debited to the Civil 
Budget, thus mounting up the taxation of the country? Sir, incidentally, 
as a member of the Stationery Stores Retrenchment Committee, I want 
tc bring to the notice of the Army Secretary one aspect of military extra¬ 
vagance that we noticed. Now the Stationery Department receives o ridi 
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froru the Military Department to print any number of forms and books and 
booklets; these are never indented upon, or requisitioned, and if anybody 
visits the Stationery Stores Office in Calcutta, lie will find these are lying 
m heaps. Then there is another thing we gathered from the Superinten¬ 
dent of Stationery that, although the other Government Departments agreed 
in the policy of retrenchment, and use one type of papers and stationery, 
the military officers are never satisfied with the ordinary stationery issued 
out for their ordinary office work. Sometimes officers stationed at different 
places requisition for most costly stationery! Although this is a small 
item, it may bring out a saving of Its 80,000 to Its. 50,000 in the Military 
Department, and requires looking into. They sometimes even, 1 am told, 
specify the supply of particular types of stationery, even giving the names 
of the manufacturers or firms of stationery ! Why should the Honourable 
the finance Member and other Members on the Treasury Benches and 
their respective Departments alone talk of conforming to one standard of 
stationery and use that alone In the Government of India, when there is 
al! this waste and extravagance on the military side? 

Then my friend, Mr. S. t\ Mitra. dealt n detail with the recommenda¬ 
tions of the General Purposes Committee of which lie was such a worthy 
member. I wish to draw the attention of the House to one a^pet t of the * 
question. 1 gave evidence before his Committee and I pointed out that 
the si/e of the Secretariat of the Government of India had grown beyond 
all proportion Not only is there one Honourable Member for each port¬ 
folio, hut there is a Secretary, a Joint Sor’vtarx. an Additional Joint Secre¬ 
tary, one or two Deputy Secretaries, one or two Additional Deputy Secre¬ 
taries one nr two Under Secretaries, and Assistant Secretaries by the 
dozen ! What is the real, tangible work of the departments which affords 
any excuse for this huge officer-staff 0 Sir, if the departments are put to 
the test of being considered as commercial departments. I think those 
officers should not at all exist. Why. for instance, should the Department 
of Industries and Labour, the Department of Education. Health and 
Lands should have the same uniform number of officers, of Secretaries, 
Additional Secretaries, Joint Secretaries, Additional Joint Secretaries, 
Deputy Secretaries, Additional Deputy Secretaries as the Finance Depart¬ 
ment itself? Of course my friend, Mr. Mitra, says that I always have a 
soft corner for the Finance Department, due to the fact that that Depart¬ 
ment after all handles huge expenditure-problems to the tune of four hundred 
of crores which require careful watching and scrutiny, but why should this 
nrecedent be blindlv copied by other departments, which have practically 
no work or work of the nature of post office work, one paper going from 
the office Superintendent up to the Assistant Secretary, then to the Under 
Secretary, then to the Deputy Secretary, then to the Additional Deputy 
Secretary, then to the Joint Secretary, then to the Secretary, then to the 
Honourable Member marked "H. M.”. (Laughter.) 

Of course. I do not wish to criticise my friend the Home Member’s 
Department because the Home Department is above God, above Govern¬ 
ment and above everything. If the Home Department makes a requisi¬ 
tion on the Honourable the Finance Member and says I need such and 
stick Secretary for the maintenance of law and order, the poor Finance 
Member cannot help it. He will have to provide finance somehow. But 
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whether the exigencies of law and order really demanded so many - addi¬ 
tional ornaments in the staff of the Home Department, is quite 4 a different 
matter. At present the Cabinet system of administration of the Govern¬ 
ment of India has no control over the individual Honourable Members of 
the Executive Council. I think the time has come for revision of all these 
as the country is on the verge of ruin and the country has no additional 
money to pay to the Finance Member. The country was expecting that 
in the year 1988 the Honourable the Finance Member would bring forward 
reduction in taxation. Sir, it is high time that these problems are 
faced squarely and fairly, but nobody wants to do so because it is a matter 
cf prestige. The Honourable the Finance Member had two Secretaries six 
months ago. Well, it is very nice to have so many Secretaries, but can 
the country bear the expense? Of course, I am ready to concede to the 
Finance Member certain extra staff, because he needs it in order to have 
adequate control of the finances of India. But the other departments 
must reduce their staff. I think some of the departments ought to have 
one Secretary and one Under Secretary and the rest of the officers must 
be taken away. Most of the Superintendents during the reorganisation 
were made Assistant Secretaries. I do not grudge them their new com¬ 
fortable rooms, new comfortable chairs and salaries, but who pays the 
piper? It is the country that pays and the country cannot stand any more 
this huge burden This is a matter where the Honourable Member ; s very 
touchy, so I ask him to appoint a Retrenchment Committee consisting of 
the three Honourable gentlemen who are sitting now on the Front Treasury 
Bench (namely, Sir George Schuster, Sir George Bainv and Sir James 
Crernr). Let them decide finally what retrenchment should come in 
Secretariat officers. The real cause for this bloated expenditure is that we 
asked for Indians to be taken in in the Secretariat as officers. They have 
done so, but have they decreased the number of highest officials in the 
Secretariat? That is the point which must be looked into. Whether it is 
faced by the present Treasury Benches or the future Treasury Benches, it 
has got to be faced. These Secretariat ornaments should not continue any 
longer. 

Sir, everybody thinks that the Secretary of State, sitting 6,000 miles 
away, is a mere post office. It is true that for the last few years the 
ttnlnn of the Secretary of State has come out* of the British exchequer; but 
what about the huge staff that sits in that dark building known as the 
India Office, where so many people sit and manufacture schemes against 
India and against Indian aspirations? Why should these people be paid 
from the Indian tax-payer’s money at such a high Beale of pay? Indeed, 
the Secretary of State’s office should no longer be a burden on the Indian 
lax-payer. What, is the practice in the case of the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies? The Colonial Secretariat staff is not paid by Australia or 
the Dominions; it is paid by the British Government. If the Secretary 
of State thinks that he needs all the staff, let that staff be paid by the 
British Government and I Will have no quarrel with it. It is the most 
surprising thing indeed that, even after the creation of the High Com¬ 
missioner’s office, the Secretary of State’s office should, spend so much 
money. 

Then, my friend Mr. Mitra referred to the case of the Indian Stores 
Department! When this department was created in India, it was expected 
that the Indian Stores Department, in London would be abolished. But the n 

* 
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the prestige goes a long way. There was the Auditor in the Secretary ol 
State’s office pad the High Commissioner’s office. He does not want to work 
under the instructions from the Auditor General here and the High Com¬ 
missioners are very, chary to reduce the staff in the London Stores Depart¬ 
ment ana they have not reduced it at all. I find, however, that this |ime 
there is some reduction in the office of the High Commissioner, but that 
does not meet the situation. Why should there be duplication of the staff, 
and why should the Indian High Commissioner have such a big staff, I 
cannot understand. Let the Honourable the Finance MembeT get the items 
of expenditure that Australia sponds on its High Commissioner’s department. 
Do they have so many Secretaries, Assistant Secretaries, Trade Commis¬ 
sioners and Assistant Trade Commissioners at London? I think the staff 
should bo reduced, ft. seems to me that there is a conspiracy. When we 
put a man into a post, he wants to build up his department to show that 
ho is doing some work, and the staff gets multiplied, but poor India cannot 
any more support such extravagances. I think the General Purposes Sub- 
Committee made a veiv mild recommendation regarding the reduction of 
the staff of the Secretary of State and the High Commissioner. There ought 
to be a drastic cut in the case of these two departments. 

Sir, my friend Mr. Mitra did not like to touch the Postal Department. I 
do maintain that every department should be a paying proposition. The 
criticisms that I level against the mal-administration of the railways apply 
equally to the mal-administration of the Postal Department. Tt is not a 
benevolent society, that the tax-payer should always contribute to pay high 
salaries to the staff of the Postal Department. Government must lay 
down the law that the Postal Department should be self-supporting, and 
if the salaries were raised, say, five or six years ago, they must be cut down. 

I shall hear a tirade from mv Honourable friend, Mr. Joslw, who is a labour 
leader, but I do not understand how the Postal employees can he (failed 
labourers. Sir, every commercial department must be self-supporting, and 
if the Postal Department cannot pay its own wav. then either the staff 
should be reduced or the salaries should be lowered. Another aspect of the 
Postal Department is the vested interests of my friend Sir Henrv Gidnev 
in the Telegraph Department. 

Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry (Sidney (Nominated Non-Official): I have no 
vested interests in that department at all 

kr. B. Du: Now that my friend is so much interested in the vested 
interests of railways he has dropped his former love, the Telegraph Depart¬ 
ment. I am glad that he agrees that he has no vested interests in the 
Telegraph Department and I hope my Honourable friend, Mr. Ryan, will 
see that he will do away with all the favouritism in the Telegraph Depart¬ 
ment where a certain number of posts are reserved for the members of 
the community to which my Honourable friend Sir Henry Gidnev belongs. 
Those posts should now be thrown open to all. 

Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Gidney: So they are. 

MSr. B. Baa ‘.Then why should the Bombay Office and the Calcutta 
Office have so many posts which must be recruited from a certain com¬ 
munity, and why should these high salaries be paid to them? 
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Now, I come to the Report of the Public Works Retrenchment Com¬ 
mittee, over which my Honourable friend, Mr. Neogy, sat as the Chairman. 
My friend, Mr. Neogy, who was in a hurry to go to the Round Table 

3 Conference, finished it in a week. He recommended only the 
* ‘ reduction of one Superintending Engineer in the large number of 
engineering establishments that the Government have got at Delhi. This 
morning I said, sack the whole lot of the members of the Public Works De¬ 
partment. Now we have spent 16 to 18 crores on the Delhi capital. What is 
the use of maintaining this huge staff when there is no necessity at all for it, 
and even as my Honourable friend, Mr. Mitra, pointed out, they are not even 
able to supply drinking water to 2,000 extra souls if they are left here in 
the summer season in Delhi. The former Member for Industries and 
Labour, Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra, with whom I used to have tussles on 
the floor of this House used to say that he had reduced the staff in the 
Public Works Department. I have gone over the list, and I find there 
is very little reduction in the staff. Today the P. W. D. deals with the 
Delhi Province, and they have very little work except to look after the 
maintenance of these buildings. Why then this huge expenditure of a Chief 
Engineer, two Superintending Engineers and so many Executive Engineers 
and so many Assistant Engineers? If I am to formulate a 
scheme, T sax. sack the whole lot or officers, including the Superintending 
Engineers and even the Chief Engineer. I do not mind if the whole work 
is delegated to one Superintending Engineer (he may be called the Chief 
Engineer, but his salary should be of the grade of Superintending Engineer) 
to look after the roads and buildings of the Delhi Province. Instead of 
having mfercly two Executive Engineers, and a few Assistant Engineers, 
what do xve find? We find that the Chief Engineer is so hard worked 
that he lias got a Personal Assistant on Rs. 1,800. He is not recruited 
from the Engineering *taff, but he has been recruited from the Secretariat 
of mv Honourable friend, the Home Member’s Department. I do not 
understand why a Chief Engineer wants a Personal Assistant who is a 
non-technical man! That is indeed a surprise to me. After looking into 
the administration of all the provinces I find the Chief Engineer, every¬ 
where, has got a Personal Assistant who is always an Executive Engineer 
or an Assistant Engineer. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi (Nominated Non-Official): Why an Engineer? 

Mr. B. Das: T must stand for mv profession. This non-technical 
Assistant of the Delhi Chief Engineer is paid Rs. 1.800. A Superintending 
Engineer who has to preside ox r er the xvhole of the Delhi P. W. D. ought 
to get Rs. 1,800. Why should xve continue this extravagance? There is a 
Superintending Engineer looking after the Horticultural Department. I 
know every Honourable Member of the Executive Council has got beauti¬ 
ful gardens and flower beds, but does that justify the poor tax-payer to 
maintain n huge Horticultural Department so that Honourable Members 
should have button-holes in their coats? I am not going into detail, hut I 
think mv Honourable friend the Finance Member should refer back again 
to the P. W. D. Retrenchment Committee this question, because that 
Committee has not done adequate justice in that matter and we cannot 
maintain such a high salaried staff. The P. W. D. t Committee recom¬ 
mended the abolition of the post of non-technica] Assistant but it has not. 
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been given effect to. They also recommended the abolition of the post of 
the Roads Engineer. The contention of the Government is that the Roads- 
Engineer is paid from the funds of the Roads Committee, and so we 
should not worry our head because the Central revenues will not be 
debited with any money. That is not the right way of looking at the 
subject. Ay we know, my Honourable friend, Mr. Shillidy, made a state¬ 
ment last session, that owing to the financial insolvency of the Provincial 
Governments, Government have decided that the Road Fund w'ill be 
utilised for the maintenance and repair of the roods in the province for the 
present. That means that no Roads Engineer is at present necessary to 
ltmain with the Central Government to look after that Fund, because tho 
Roads Committee of this House will allocate that Fund to the Provincial 
Government and they will take it and spend it on repairs and maintenance' 
if roads. The Honourable the Finance' Member will say that he is expect¬ 
ing the financial solvency of the provinces next year, and so the services 
of a Roads Engineer is necessary. But T strongly differ from him. There' 
is no chance of solvency in the near future, and so I feel that the recom¬ 
mendation of the J\ W. D. Committee should have been accepted. 

I have indicated certain lines where retrenchment has been very in¬ 
adequate and I feel that retrenchment must be adequate—not only in the 
salaries paid bv the Government of India which are to the tune of 120' 
crores and these should be reduced by at least 38 per cent, or 40 per 
cent, but also there should be a complete change in the outlook and in tho 
future recruitments. If the Honourable the Finance Member either refers 
to the General Purposes Committee or to any other Committee to look 
into the future scales of salaries, he will do justice not only to himself but 
to the country. I was not a party to the ten per cent, cut as a measure of 
retrenchment. The Honourable the Finance Member was himself the 
Chairman of the Retrenchment Committee where we unanimously re¬ 
commended a graduated scale of cut rising from 3J to 20 per cent. Un¬ 
fortunately the Chairman of the Retrenchment. Committee, though he 
happened to be the Honourable the Finance Member, was overruled by the 
Government of India and the Government of India, taking the cue from 
the Army Department and the War Office, decided that there should be no 
cut beyond ten per cent. To pamper and satisfy a few officers today, 
the whole country has been made to suffer. I think a cut of 20 per cent!, 
and even higher, was necessary, and today looking into the financial con¬ 
ditions of the country, a cut of even more than 20 per cent, is all the 
more necessary. I think Government should look into the matter again 
and there should be even a 30 per cent. cut. Another suggestion of mine 
is that in the case of future recruitment to the services of the Government 
of India and also in the provinces they should not be paid the same scales 
of salary in the future as exist at present. 

Xdeut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Gidney: I have listened very attentively to 
the Mover of this motion and I have made ia close study of the reports 
that have been submitted by the various retrenchment Sub-Committees. 
Referring to the last speaker, my Honourable friend, Mr. Das, I do not 
think he showed much gratitude to the opposite Benches when after 
accepting the Finance Member's bouquet be denied him even the wearing 
of a button-hole. While I listened to % Mover of this motion, my mind 
went back to an amusing remark metde to me by a railway servant shortly 
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after the Railway report had been submitted. He said, “Sahib, who 
are these Sahibs who are travelling all over India to cut our pay. We 
work the trains in which they travel; they get their daily allowance and 
their travelling allowance out of our taxes and they now want to cut our 
pay”, and with a coy smile he added, “Do you think it would be wrong 
if we removed fish plates from the rails and derailed the train in which 
they travel?”. This remark was made in jest but I must congratulate 
the Retrenchment Sub-Committee on having so far had a safe journey 
all over India. 

Hr. B. Das: So, the Honourable Member is in conspiracy with the 
railway employees for the purpose of removing fish plates. 

Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry GHdneyi: Apparently! but the Honourable 
Member's life is quite safe, Sir! I really do not understand what is behind 
this motion. As far as I am concerned, I am prepared to accept and 
stand by the sobriquet given to me by the Honourable the Finance Member. 
In his Budget speech he called me a whole-hogger; I frankly admit I am 
a whole-hogger because I am dead against retrenchment as advocated by 
the various Retrenchment Sub-Committees. On close examination of the 
work of these Retrenchment Committees I feel I can aptly describe them 
as itinerating hydra-headed cobras roaming over the country putting their 
stings into the purse of every employee and in emptying them shouting 
Down, down with the public servant and save the public”. 

Mr. H. P. Mody (Bombay Millowners’ Association: Indian Commerce): 
That's a mixed metaphor. 

Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Gidney : My interrupter can have the metaphor 
if it is suitable; if it is not, he can have the mixture. He can 
please himself, but I shall be pleased if he will not interrupt me again. 
Sir, let us look at the composition of the General Purposes Retrenchment 
Sub-Committee; there was not a single workman on it. I believe it 
consisted mamlv of legal men If the gentlemen who formed the Sub- 
Committees had belonged to the working classes and had their pay re¬ 
trenched as they have advocated, I wonder what speeches we would have 
heard from them today. Sir, I was co-opted as a member of two of these 
Committees, “Railways” and the “Army”. But I am glad I did not help to 
cut the wages of the lower paid employee. My intention in joining these 
Committees was to operate as a dose of anti-vinine so as to be an antidote 
to the poisonous* effects of these hydra-headed reptiles. In my efforts I 
also supported many of the points to which my Honourable friend Mr. 
Mitra referred, particularly to adequate retrenchment of higher paid 
appointments and also to what my friend Mr. Das demanded, namely, that 
these Retrenchment Committees should in addition have undertaken the 
task of revising the new scales of salaries for new entrants. My conflict 
with him is that they should not have retrenched the salaries of present 
employees. I have often wondered, Sir, what the legal members of these 
Retrenchment Committees would have done if a Government had issued 
an ordinance retrenching their incomes by limiting their legal fees to 
Rs. 50 a case or per diem. I feel sure they would have been up in arms 
at once, boycotted law courts and raised their voices in loud protest even 
as I am doing today. What I cannot understand, Sir, is why the Finance 
Member ever consented to the creation of these retrenchment monsters 
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and further why he has been a party to the ruthless application of their 
retrenchment axe. He asked for these Committees and he is now faced 
with their impossible demands, some of which are impossible of acceptance, 
while others, if accepted, will be against the ordinary canons of justice 
and vested rights and interests. Does he not realise, or is lie blind to 
the hand writing on the wall that by this ruthless retrenchment ho wur 
creating a very serious labour unrest all over the country ? Surely the 
Railway Department-, surely the Finance Miember and surely the 
members of these Retrenchment Committees are not absolutely blind to 
what is happening among labourers in India ioday? Again surely it does 
not need any great persuasion from me to show Government that the 
Railways are today seething with discontent and unrest and by this ruth¬ 
less application of the retrenchment axe they are simpl\ driving them to 
open revolt. Does Government desire to extend this unrest to other De¬ 
partments as the Telegraphs and Customs? I would be the last man to 
countenance or encourage any such policy on the part of any employee or 
association or union protecting their interests. Rut there is a limit to 
the hardships these employees can stand, and surel> Government, is not 
blind to that fact. The Finance Member has made a definite statement 
that this 10 per cent, cut- ''ill be restored on a certain date next year. 

I only hope this promise will he carried out. Sir, I said just now that I 
agreed with what my friend Mr. Das said that these Retrenchment Com¬ 
mittees would have served a more useful purpose if they had devoted 
their energies to establishing new T rates of pay for now entrants and even 
creating new grades and new Departments for future employees instead 
of cutting down the salaries of subordinates. Certainly have new rates 
of pay for ne\v entrants but why harm those who arc already serving you, 
and serving you well and faithfully. I warn the Government to stop this 
poliev befere it is too late. Sir, in this epidemic of retrenchment which 
has infected these various Retrenchment Committees, both the Govern¬ 
ment ond tli?se Committees have forgotten one very important point and 
that- is this. Broadiy speaking, one can divide all forms of labour into 
tw r o categories. The first category includes tilt* labourer who gets a sub¬ 
stantive or grade pay with nothing else or may be a few* minor allowances 
as house allowance. He may work for 4 or G or 8 hours; still he gets 
his full pay and no allowance or very few r . If he works overtime or under¬ 
time he get9 nothing more nor less than this pay. These employees are 
to be found in the Government of India and Provincial Government offices 
and other such ministerial appointments. In the second category are 
those employees who receive a basic pay but a basic pay which is calculated 
or which is assessed according to the nature of work and the hours of work 
performed. Anything over that contracted period is called overtime and 
this is variously calculated and valued according to mileage or over hours 
spent on labour which is generally obtained at the sweat of n man's brow 
and by depriving him of hours of rest or leisure. That, Sir, is called 
“overtime". These are the two different, classes of labourers. I ask Gov¬ 
ernment and I ask the Retrenchment Sub-Committees, can they or should 
they treat these two classes of employees alike in their retrenchments? 
^feey cannot and yet this is exactly what they are doing with the result 
t^at such employees as overtime workers on Railways, Customs, Tele* 
graphs, etc., are being more seriously retrenched than other employees. 
By wprjring overtime Government is saved the employment of additional 
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staff at a higher cost. But what have these Retrenchment Committee's 
done? Those employees who have a lower basic pay and who depend for 
a decent wage on their extra pay earned by overtime <at the expense of 
their health are the very men who have been most retrenched and suffer 
the severest. Sir, in previous speeches I dealt at length with the Railways. 
I do not propose again to refer to them except to say I entirely agree 
with mv Honourable friends, Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad and Mr. Das, in that 
strategic Railways should be debited to military estimates and not to 
general railways. 

I desire now to deal with one or two of the many departments referred 
to b\ the Mover. The Opposition Benches have accused me of having 
a very large heart. I admit quite frankly, Sir, that I have got a very 
large heart for the oppressed and retrenched workmen; and however much 
mv Honourable friends, Mr. Mitra and Mr. Das, may point the finger 
of scorn and ridicule and even attempt to ridicule that loyal and patriotic 
little band of Anglo-Indian and Domiciled European workmen who have 
for centuries served India so well, for that scorn, for that satire and 
for that ingratitude T return a smile and sav—I thank you for nothing 
hut I am happy in the conviction that I have served India well, may be 
better than the Honourable Member, but I desire to tell him. 

Mr. President: Order, order. The Honourable Member has got into 
the habit of addressing the Opposition instead of addressing the Chair. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: I beg your pardon, Sir. but I was 
endeavouring to address if through you. 

Certain remarks have been made about the Telegraphs. The Tele¬ 
graphs certainly deeply concern the community which I represent here 
and I do think the Telegraphs have been very hard hit. I ma\ inform 
my Honourable friends that the hardest hit employees in the Telegraphs 
are certainly members of the Anglo-Indian communitv who as ia result of 
years of hard, honest and efficient labour are today in appointments 
drawing fairh higli salaries m|ost of which appointments the Posts and 
Telegraph Retrenchment Sub-Committee has axed. T need hardly refer 
to the serious prejudicial effect the recent competitive entrance examina¬ 
tion into this Department has already had on Anglo-Indian recruitment. 
But I am not crying over that. I will leave the Telegraphs alone and 
deal with the Customs. 

I regret to note that my Honourable friend Mr. Mitra never refer s to 
any retrenchment measures without thickly tincturing his remarks with 
some sarcasm aimed directly to the community I have the honour to 
represent.' I cannot understand why he does this and why he should 
always refer to the Anglo-Indian community in these biting and bitter 
terms. To him, the word “Anglo-Indian” is an anathema. But, Sir, 
let me tell this House that till a few years ago the entire Customs Pre¬ 
ventive Service whs exclusively ihanned by Anglo-Indians and Domiciled 
Europeans who by their loyalty, honesty and devotion to their service 
helve so -developed the Department that today it annually supplies to the 
Government Treasury from 80 to 40 crores of rupees-^-almost the cost 
of the Army in India and Certainly inore than the cost of maintaining the 
ehtire Government administrative staff. Sir, that is the Department whofte 
interests I ain trying ‘to defend and protect in this House against tUe 
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Retrenchment demands made. Sir, certain charges have been made by 
previous speakers against Government, and if you remember, Sir, when 
I spoke on the ltailways 1 also made certain charges against Bailway 
administrations. I then absolved th© Bailway Board from any blame, but 
I did blame the Bailway administrations. I think every Member of this 
House will agree with me when 1 say that the Court of Inquiry report 
now in our hands has substantiated those charges. It has proved beyond 
doubt that the Bail way administrations do not carry out the instructions 
of the Bailway Board. I levy the same charges against the Heads of 
certain other Departments of the Government of India. I will take up 
only one out of many points raised by the Mover—“Superannuation’'. 
Sir, superannuation as it is put in Government's order of priority of 
retrenchment takes the last place. Superannuation as it is put into 
practice takes no place. There are many instances today of Government 
servants who have served far beyond the superannuation age but who for 
varying reasons are being kept on. The Customs is one of the Departments 
that is guilty of this disobedience of Government instructions. Why even 
today in the Calcutta Customs servants are being kept on beyond 55 years 
of age. while young men are being retrenched. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav: Do they belong to any particular community ? 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: The Customs today, as the House 
will no doubt be aware, is being recruited on very liberal lines*, two Indians 
to one non-Indian recruit and there is no communal preference shown at 
all—Sir, I think that answers my friend’s question. But the Customs 
Department in recent years has had additional responsibility throwm on 
their shoulders. Take the port of Calcutta for instance. It has recently 
been very much enlarged. Again one of the chief duties of Customs 
preventive officers is to prevent the smuggling of arms and drugs—a very 
responsible duty indeed—one which cannot be adequately assessed in 
terms of Bs. as. pies. Another duty that has been imposed on them is 
heavy work associated with the constant changes of rates and tariffs. 
Now my friend, Mr. Mitra, reading from the report of the General Pur¬ 
poses ^Retrenchment Sub-Committee regarding the Customs Department, 
said that these Preventive Officers were overpaid; and in support of the 
retrenchment recommended of 50 per cent, of the overtime, said that 
formerly these Officers were originally recruited from the Police Depart¬ 
ment and as the Police of Calcutta were not in receipt of such liberal 
overtime he saw no reason why the Customs should get it. I am surprised 
at that line of argument. To argue that because the Calcutta Police have 
no overtime the Customs must today be deprived of a vested righf, it has 
enjoyed for years is to say the least, reductio-ad-absurdum . Does the 
Beirenchment Committee realise that this is a vested right of this Depart¬ 
ment, that the money is earned at the sweat of the brow and Iosn of rest 
and injury to health, that these employees have been engaged on the 
terms that, they will receive overtime and to deprive them of this right 
would be a break of contract? Does it not realise that while the Customs 
is a revenue-earning Department, the Police is a money-spending -Depart¬ 
ment? Did the Retrenchment Sub-Committee forget the indisputable fact 
that of all Departments of Government the Customs is the one that supplies 
the major part of its revenue? To come nearer home it is the means of 
giving each one of us our halting allowance of Bs. 20 a day and the 
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13/5 first class travelling allowances we get to attend this House. 
The Customs Department is the bank which supplies the finances of the 
present Government and the new Federal Government to be. Deprive the 
Government of tills source of revenue and where are you? In the sea. 
Ruin this Department und the finances of your new Federal Government 
will be killed. And yet the Customs is the one Department that has been 
so hotly attacked by the Mover and the Retrenchment Committee. This 
is surely killing the goose that lays the golden egg and cutting one’s nose 
to spite one’s face. I call this suicidal retrenchment—not beneficial and 
I cannot find strong enough language with which to condemn it wholesale. 
Sir, let me tell this House a few home truths about this overtime on which 
Ihe Retrenchment Committee is remarkably silenl. Owing to world wide 
trade depression and from 1027-28 this overtime has considerably reduced, 
till today it is 44 per cent, of what it was before. I ask members of the 
General Purposes Retrenchment Committee to remember this fact and 
I challenge them to deny it. In addition these officers have suffered 
10 per cent, of their pay as also 10 per cent, reduction of the staff. I now 
want to ask where does the overtime come from? It- comes from the 
merchants of the porf of Calcutta. Who receives this overtime? The 
answer is it is shared between Government and these Customs officers. 


Sir Abdur Rahim (Calcutta ;md Suburbs: Muhammadan Urban): No 
Oovernment do not get anything. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: 1 am open to correction, but I will 
take the correction from the official Benches—not from you, Sir, as Chair¬ 
man of the General Purposes Sub-Committee. 


Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Take your lead and inspiration also from there. 

Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Gidney: Sir, I refuse that invitation for I 
should then be misled. I do not want to weary the House with figures— 
which prove that whereas in the year 1927-28 the total overtime earned by 
this Service—and which I again say subject- to correction is shared between 
the men and the Government—was Rs. 3.46,123, in 1931-32 it amounts to 
Rs. 1,89,266—a reduction of 44 per cent. What has been the result? The 
result is that the men have been deprived of nearly half their overtime. 
Furthermore a staff depleted by 10 per cent, is called upon to work over 
hours. May l>e all night at a return of 44 per cent, overtime less than 
normal times and less 10 per cent, in salary and on the top of this the Re¬ 
trenchment Committee demands a further 50 per cent, less overtime. And 
what is happening today in this Department ? These imderpaid men, over¬ 
burdened with tlie high cost, of living and education of their children, 
ns also a reduction in uniform allowance and increased income-tax are 
today flocking for financial help from the mutual help association, co¬ 
operative society, etc., and so are sinking deeper and deeper in debt. 
Sir, I submit if you attack the chief revenue-earning department of the 
Government of India with this severe measure of retrenchment, you will 
not only throw open the door to corruption, but what is more serious, 
reduce the morale of the Department. Does the House desire this? 
Do Government court this? In my opinion if there is one Department 
in the Government of India that should not have been touched bv the 
retrenchment axe it is the Customs Department. May I also tell the 
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House that there is no difference in pav between the various communities 
employed in this Department. They are all on the same basic pay. And 
so 1 am not, appealing on behalf of my community only. 1 am speaking 
for a Department that today recruits two Indians to one Anglo-Indian. 
One word more before 1 sit down. Wlmt arc* (lie advantages of this system 
of paying overtime to these officers. Let me tell you. By the merchants 
paying these men overtime Government is saved the expense of engaging 
additional larger staff which would otherwise he necessary. Again the fees 
that are received from merchants have saved tins expense to Government, 
otherwise Government would lmw* had to pa's them and finally tins over¬ 
time is earned at a loss of rest and leisure to the workmen 

Sir. when 1 began my speech I said 1 was a whole-hogger 1 will mil 
by siuing that I hope I bn\e proved myself a super-wholehogger Sir, 

1 am absolutely against any retrenchments whatever l am certainly m 
favour of ieducing expenditure by forming a Committee to initiate now 
grades and new rates of pay for new entrants. ] certainly do think there 
art* a number of appointment* winch are m receipt of high salaries 
Retrench those. ] am also in favour of setting up <\ Committee to con¬ 
sider ictrenehment of even the Lee concessions I do not eaiv what else 
you do. but I do state this, th.it, this House is wrong m indulging m a 
campaign of ruthless retrenchment of its public servants and so living 
the public* There arc* one or two other points to which I shall refer 
before T sit down. 

My friend Mr. Mitra talked about the Indian Medical Service. May ] 
tell members of that Retrenchment Committee that the question of health 
before wealth is a very good motto for them to practise and follow'. The 
retrenchment suggested in the field of medicine and public health is to 
my mind almost impossible. For after all, surely members of that (Com¬ 
mittee have noticed that for the last ten years the expenditure on medicine 
and sanitation has been reduced to a dangerous degree in India. No 
Government and no country that desires to advance on scientific lines 
and to improve the country's health, especially the prevention of spreading 
epidemic diseases, can work without an efficient medical and health depart¬ 
ment and this means adequate money or hands off by the Retrenchment 
Committee. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: But it is a transferred provincial subject. 

Lieut.-Golonel Sir Henry Gidney: T do not desire to refer to any 
department. Mv friend Mr. Mitra has done that. Mv one desire has been 
to defend the Customs Preventive Service against the cruel, unjust and 
inhuman retrenchments recommended by the General Purposes Sub-Com¬ 
mittee. I hope I have proved my points to this House and that the 
Government will not bow’ to these retrenchment demands. Sir, I oppose 
this Motion. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Basl-i-Husain (Member for 
Education, Health and Lands.): S*ir, there has been such a great deal 
of talk about retrenchment that it is worth th^ while of the House to 
hear an aspect of this problem which. so far as T know r , has not bfeen pre¬ 
sented to the House up till now. We who have to administer the various 
deportments of the Government have been a long-suffering people. One 
of our colleagues, the gentleman on my left, has long been known as the 
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watch-dog of the State finances. Since the financial stringency, he has 
developed into a wolf, and we really have a real bad time with him. Our 
only protection against his woll-like habits was the threat we held out to 
him, “Here are the non-official Members of the* House; they want to know 
what we are doing in the interests of the beneficent departments”. What 
we an* doing to keep Die status of India high up in the civilized world? 
Sir, as luck would have it Honourable Members of tbe House agreed to 
the Honourable the Finance Member’s suggestion of forming themselves 
into a Committee I never thought last year that that Committee would 
bring so much trouble to us (Laughter ) I do not know* whether the 
House is familiar with one of the numerous Committees this Committee 
divided it">ell into, but there was one that I came across very often, and that 
was the General Purposes Sub-Committee. What its purposes wire, 1 do 
not know, except that it has left hardly any work for me to do. 7 seldom 
opened a pamphlet published by this Committci .—and it issued very 
niiinv.—without seeing that some activity or other was curtail'd I 
wondei whether am Iietrcnclmicnl Committee will he functioning 
next \ear to see to what extent mono* has been spent by this Committee, 
but I assure you there is hardly any aetivils of the Government of India's 
beneficent departments which has not been most ruthlessly attacked bv m\ 
own people*, the non-official Members of the House And I have no pro¬ 
tection now -enemas h, m\ left- enemies to mv right. (An Honourable 
Mrmhti “ Vot in front V”) N«»w take a very simple thing, a thing that 
did not tost very much I will give the House by w ,i\ of illustration the 
department which came into being only recently, the Department of 
Arclurology That is the one Department. Sir, in which India in the East 
and even in the civilized world including the West can hold its own and 
contribute to tbe knowledge of the past. Now, what did the Retrenchment 
Committee say? They said, “We do not want any exploration, we do not 
want am work whatsoever to be done”. Not only that, they said, 
“You must stop the work that lias already been done and not let the work 
alreadv done be made available to the Indian public and the civilized 
world’'. Now, Sir, knowing the futilitv of one Member standing against 
his own. a colleague on one side and his own constituents so to speak on 
tbe other, I had no option but to bow my head to this decision of the 
General Purposes Committee. If mv own colleague was n wolf, there was 
n hand of wolves much more bloodthirsty (Laughter), but I put a limit 
to it when they said that not only that no work should go on but that 
the work already done should not be written in order to be presented to 
India and made available to the world. That is the one charge that has 
been brought against me this morning. Why did I not, so to speak, 
throw into the waste-paper basket all the knowledge collected during the 
last 20 years by its officer who is retiring, and why did I dare to say that 
that man should record and publish those things? Well, Sir, it took me 
some days to meet him even in that matter. I assure the House that 
those were not pleasant negotiations into which I entered with the officer 
who was preparing that- material and with whom, on behalf of this House 
and the Government, we had entered into a contract. It will perhaps 
satisfy the House, whatever it may have cost me, to know that a part of 
the payment has been deferred till such time as those books which he 
produces are sold and the Royalty obtained which goes to liquidate his 
claim against Government. I trust- the General Purposes Committee or 
anv other purposes committee that may be constituted, Sir, in the future 
will not be so hard on the departments which really do something towards 
raising the dignity and status of this country in the civilized world. 
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Then, Sir. there was research work being conducted in India in the 
Forest Department in the Medical Department and in the Public Health 
Department. The General Purposes Committee does not believe in the. 
purposes of research at all. (Laughter.) It is a luxury which must be 
given up because we are hard up, nor have they spared research in agri¬ 
culture. Grants under all heads have been practically withdravvn or 
reduced to a tigure extremely low. Well, there again it only shows how 
the same thing can be looked at from different, aspects or from different 
points of view. Those of ns who place before themselves retrenchment 
as a sort of God or Goddess, whatever >ou may like to call it, lose all 
balance of mind in the matter of what is right and wliaf is wrong We 
have on this side of the House heard a great deal from Honourable Members 
opposite who consider that even order passed bv us for expt liditure 
incurred bv us is nothin*; cH<- but sheer exhuvugamv indulged in with 
tilt sole object of squandering the treasures of the country. Well, Sir, 
it would perhaps be equally correct for me to sat tli.it even axe struck 
at the root of flu’s department had but one object, and that was to kill 
ihe beneficent activities that this Government ha* been earning on I 
trust Honourable Members w dl forgive me if 1 speak with some feeling 
Oil the* subject, but baying entered under tile reforms the Hritish Govern¬ 
ment in a province with tile sole object of doing what 1 could in the matter 
of beneficent departments, I could not but resent these activities of the 
General Purposes Gonimittec when I had accidentally found myself to 
bo a \ictim of their fanaticism 

Then, Sir, not only researches hnve been more or less successfully 
killed for the time being but other departments like the Survey of India 
have boon reduced to very nearly half in point, of expenditure, and what 
is mo re, today 1 understand a more serious charge lias been brought against 
my Department that yvlnle they thought that this cut would get rid of 
people of all communities, bv some di vice i have kept the Knghsh and 
the Anglo-Indians and only done away with tin Indian*. Well. Sir, 1 
confess I had not- seen the figures till now, because I thought that this 
sort of criticism was the peculiar preserve of communal vernacular news¬ 
papers. Hut since on the floor of this House this very serious charge has 
been made. 1 assure the House that if is not well founded On the other 
hand, only this morning T got a representation from an officer, who from 
his name appears to he certainly neither Hindu nor Muslim, so presumably 
either he was a European or an Anglo-Indian, saving that he has been 
imlawfully axed by mv department The statistics which I have been 
able to get within flic last few' hours show that retrenchment has bv no 
means been limited to Indians. In the higher grades only Europeans— 
and it is only in the higher grades that they generally are—have been 
retrenched That was due to the fact that there were no Indians in higher 
grades, but it is enough to refer to this fact to assure the House that 
the allegation made on this subject is not well founded. 

Then, amongst other recommendations, one was to the effect, that 
there should be no Council of Agricultural Research Secretariat-, that as a 
separate department it should cease to exist, and that it should be combined 
wnth the Department of Education, Health and Lands, as w r as the case 
before. I will not enter into the merits or demerits of fhat. controversy, 
but I will appeal to the House to remember that the department was 
not of my creation, and therefore there is not. the very human tendency 
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cf supporting what one lias done, but it was the result of the recommenda¬ 
tions of another Commit tee like the General Purposes Committee, called 
bv a different name—the Koval Commission on Agriculture. It also worked 
for a long time and also produced us many big volumes as the General 
Purposes Committee have produced small ones. But I trust that Hon¬ 
ourable Members will not think that the Koval Commission on Agriculture, 
whose recommendation on the subject was accepted by the Government of 
the dav, and T believe was generallv approved by the House—that when 
this department was a baby of about three years standing I should be 
called on to slaughter that infant without having given it a chance to 
show what it could do, l trust that in not having committed infanticide, 

I have* not done am thing of which the House disapproves. (Applause.) 

Sir Abdur Rahim: The Honourable Member who spoke last has com¬ 
plained ot the wolves in liw own Government and ot the wolves on this 
side ot the blouse Sir it lie onlv bore in mmd under what circumstances 
we look up this task la* would have realised who are tin* real wolves and 
the leal victims The \ jet mis are tlit* people of the country, and we wanted 
to save the people ot tin countn from absolute rum The Government 
of Jndia ni nii\ Government which has control the revenues of a countrv. 
lias to he economical in the expenditure on themselves M\ Honourable 
ft lend h.is hem aw.iv from India tor some time, and I am not sure that 
In is (juite up to d.itt in hi^ intormalioii I think he has been misled, 
it I 1* 1 will allow mt to >m\ regards some ot the points which lie 

wanted. to make before us The General Purposes Sub-Committee hud 
to d<a! with a \er\ large niimla r ot subjects, including the subjects in 
the (huge of the Honourable Member If the Honourable Member had 
carefully read the lieport and had the time to do so, he would have found 
that throughout «»ur delihe?ations we have been most an.vous not to 
e> ipplf m am wa\ the activities of the scientific or educational depart¬ 
ments 'Hus i-, <\]>i.^s!\ I.ml down m our Ibjwnt m the verv introduction, 
and \\i stuck to that ihrouglioiit. If there have in fact been retrench¬ 
ments in education or reseaich hf\«irnl our lleport then in that ease it 
i' mm tfi,. ( m m*ral Purposes Kuh-i’ommitte** that ought to be taken to 
tasl On*- point <-pei\.d!.\ I ought t<> intuition uid that is ihe Council 
(if Agiieiiltur.il I»‘«si ueh \\ e never leconimended that that Council should 
he don* 1 awav with On the otln r hand We had to resist a great deal of 
pressure put upon us to abolish that Council. Wo recommended that 
tin ( i>uiieil should he retained and should he allowed to carry on its work 
.'(•••ording to tin- Import of the Koval Commission T do not know who 
gave uit*»miiioii to ,i et.utr.irv effect to the Honourable Member, but that 
i- the hict 1 flunk the Honourable Member was mixing up the Council 
of Agnculfur, 1 Ke«e:ireh with the Agricultural Department. That is a 
different stun. It is not (he Council of . ... 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir FazI-i-Husain : I quite 
understand 

Sir Abdur Rahim: It is not the Council of Agricultural Research that* 
c*c wanted in anv wav to abolish or whose operation we wanted to 
curtail On the other band, we give if our fullest support. All 
that we wanted to se*' was that there was no reduplication of 
work and that there was no employment of unnecessary staff simply 
because thov are called experts. When the Honourable Member in charge 
of flic department has at his command a number of experts in the pro¬ 
vinces. for instance in Pusa. wdten he has got under his disposal, to give 
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him advice, a large number of experts, a well paid and highly qualified 
staff, we thought that under the circumstances it was not necessary, when 
the iinances of the country were in such straits, to have an unnecessary 
staff again at the headquarters. Then, as regards medical and health, 
we have been extremely anxious, quite as anxious as the Honourable 
Member for Education, that am legitimate activity of Government in the 
cause of sanitation and health should not suffer. Hut we found that at 
the headquarters we have an unnecessarily large staff, which could not be 
justified in these hard times. Eor instance, we know that the Indian 
Medical Service is primarily recruited for the Army, and in the Army 
itself yve have officer who, among Ins other duties, has the supemston of 
the medical services. This is what the department itself admits 

“It mil l»e seen that as stated by the Department ot Education. Health tnd Lands 
‘only a portion of the Dnector General’s work us done, foi the civil authorities’.” 

We say in our Report . 

“The I. M. S and 1 M D are essentially military ser\ices. The expenditure 
nil the Medical Stoie Depots and their profile aie found among ihe Army Estimates. 
The pi incipal nunoi administrations (/ */ . North-West Eiontiei Province, Ilalm Install, 
Ajmer-Merwarai have their own (’hint Medual Offuer" The State Hallways ha\o 
just reorganised their own medual aiiangement" ” 

We therefore came to the conclusion, which wa^ amply justified by the 
evidence and tlu* facts that we had before us, that it was unnecessary to 
retain such a highly paid staff at the headquarters of the civil depart¬ 
ment, when you have a fully organised department in tin Army as well. 
Rut at the same time y\e yvere careful to lay down that tin* Government 
of India should have at their command competent medical ady ict on 
questions of sanitation and the like We simply wanted to reduce un¬ 
necessary expenditure Xoyv, as regards the Medical Research Fund, 
evidence was given before us that no less than 50 lakhs was there m the 
Fund for promoting research and we had evidence from which \\e drew 
the conclusion that, under those circumstances it was n<>t necessary during 
these times of stringency for the Government to make any annual con¬ 
tribution. Then as regards Archaeology, flu* chief complaint of my Hon- 
oriurahle friend opposite seems to be that y\r ha\e recommended the 
abolition of the post of Sir John Marshall whose -ary ice*, lia\c been 
requisitioned after lie bad retired in order to write i bonk on certain 
explorations Sir John Marshall had been in the service of tie* Govern¬ 
ment of Tndia for a very long time, *28 years, and it was • xpecied that 
during this longterm of office he yvould ha\e been m a position in publish 
the results of his own work and the work ot his department We yvere 
also satisfied that, whatever publication was nece.ssaiy in order to giye 
information to the world as regards the archaeological finds in Tndia, the 
department was not without men in order to carry out such duties Again, 
the terms on which Sir John Marshall had been re-engaged were extremidv 
onerous, and y\> thought that in the interests of economy the requisi¬ 
tioning of his service after his time had expired was not justified \s 7 
began by saying, we hesitated a great deal in making recommendations 
which would in any way impair the henefieient activities of the Government., 
for we have alyvays been champions of the cause of such activities and if 
the colleagues of niv Honourable friend have gone beyond our recom¬ 
mendations we cannot be blamed for that and 1 am sure Sir George 
Schuster will be able to reply to any such criticism. 
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Now, I come to something that was said by Sir Henry Gidney regard¬ 
ing the Customs. He said, “Touch whatever department you like but do 
not touch the Customs”. 

Hr. Gaya Prasad Singh (Muzaffurpur cum Chaniparuu: Non-Muham¬ 
madan). Because there are Anglo-Indians there? 

Sir Abdur Bahirn: Tile Honourable Member did not say so, and 1 uni 
not going to impute any such motive, though what the peculiarity ot the 
Customs Department is in this icspect it is diiHeult to understand All 
that lu* said was that it earns revenue. Tlierelore am 1 to take it that 
you can <.\erst aft tin department a* much ms you like? After all if that 
department is earning revenue, it is from the public and for the public. 

It is not tor themselves II there ^ overstating of the Customs Depart¬ 
ment and it the men are overpaid, it was the duty ot this Committee, as 
a Committee of this House, to investigate the matter and make such re- 
commendations as might seem proper He was specially excited over 
the quest inn of overtime allowances We .illirm our conviction that these 
allowances, which amount to no less a sum than 12 lakhs of rupees, could 
not be justified The position as regards overtime allowances is this. 
These gentlemen are employed in the Customs Department for clearing 
cargoes and duties of that kind They are wholetime servants of Govern¬ 
ment jiM as much as polic»*m* n. Magistrates and Judges and Members 
• »f the Kxeciitive Council 

Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Gidney: Do they work 24 hours? 

Sir Abdur Rahim: There are many officials who have to work much 
more than their allotted official hours and they do riot claim an\ extra re¬ 
muneration for that 1 do not 1 now how tin* system of overtime tun - 
merits came m 1 could quit* understand the case for overtime allow¬ 
ances if tin •■ontract with these men w.i* that the\ were to work onl. 
certain limited hours and no more If as a matter of fact these overtime 
allowances were justified by a special contract with these meu, the Com¬ 
mitter \\< uld have applied to them the general principle which they had 
laid down, munch that th*• terms ot any contract should not be affected. 
12 lakhs of rupees U a very large sum in these days, and to make a pre¬ 
sent of this surn to a certain class of Government servants, we thought, 
would not he justified But having regard to the fact that the practice 
has been prevalent for some little time we recommended that 50 per cent 
should he deducted One Honourable Member, Mr. Ramsay Scott, a 
.Member of this Committee, thought that 2o per cent would he a proper 
retrenchment to begin with hut the Government have accepted only 10 

4 per cent. We are still of the opinion that these overtime pay¬ 

ments. which amount to such a lie.iw charge, are not justi¬ 
fied (Lu'iilnitinl-Colonrl Sir Hmrtf Gidtmt: “Then do you propose to 
stop them for the railways too 0 Just- try this”.> 

Sir. as regards the* Pos-tv and Telegraphs T am not in a position to sav 
anvthing Those Members of the House who have dealt with the subject 
will be in a position to deal with that Department. T am .afraid. Sir. I have 
already taken more time than T had intended in order tfo deal with the 
general principles on which we have based our recommendations. One 
thing we must make clear to the House We have felt, and felt verv 
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keenly, as keenly as the Honourable the Finance Member himselt, that 
the financial position to which this country has been reduced from various 
causes is such that the expense of the '‘government" should he reduced 
to the minimum for carrying out its duties compatibly with reasonable 
efficiency; and we felt that if that could he done, the difficulty of balancing 
the Budget would he far less than it is at present. If the expenses of 
the Government of India could he reduced to that minimum, then in that 
case there would be less of that crushing burden of taxation which at 
present is interfering with the industrial development M the country and 
cutting at the \er\ root of the economic resources of Tndin. Sir, we 
further felt, and felt very keenly, as keenly as Sir Henry Gidnoy, that 
many men would have to he thrown out of employment. We felt that. 
As a matter of fact not only men of his community hut many more men 
of the Indian community we fully expected would he thrown out of 
employ merit. That was a hardship which from the very beginning w e had 
in mind, and we laid it down that our recommendations must be subject 
to giving the men that have to be thrown out of employment, through no 
fault* of their own, ample compensation so that there might he as little 
hardship as possible Sir. wo are not satisfied that in the case i»f *uirh men 
sufficient compensation has been given, and we would press the matter on 
the attention of the Government so that they inny receive proper com¬ 
pensation 

Now*. Sir, there arc one or two snore matters which f wish to mention, 
and oiu oi them is this T find Mint even the recommendations of our 
second ileport haw not lv en fully considered by the Government As 
regards the third "Report rather om i\ commendation as to tin third hitch 
oi the IVmands which we had to deal with, Hie Report could not he got 
ready in time, but vw* gate the Honourable the Finance Member, as in* 
desired, a summary of our ivcoimm nd.dions with a briot statement of the 
reasons in support of the more important recommendations. That was all 
that we could within tin time at our disposal do. and Mr Nixon, who 
was the representative of the Finance on our Sub-Committee, was present 
throughout the discussions and we were in fact satisfied from what* lie said 
that he would supply tin* Honourable the Finance Member with all flic 
information that was nococc;,ry in order to make our recommendations in 
telligible Sir we consider that tlvre is much room for retrenchment in 
the higher staff of the Government of Tndia: none of us have nn\ doubt on 
that point: T shall give one instance here—the case, for instance, of the 
President of the Council of State. We had evidence which allowed that 
the duties required of that office are of such a character that the Govern¬ 
ment were not justified in incurring the charge of the pa\mcnt of a high 
salary throughout the year (Mr. C C. Bitncaz • “Pts 50,000 for lose than 
50 hours!”) Yes, ih°i T believe accurately represents the position. Mnv 
T ask the Government if a state of things like that can he justified when 
the finances of an extremely poor country like Tndia are in this difficult and 
precarious plight ? Now' we have made that recommendation, and wo also 
suggested an alternative, a perfectly reasonable alternative, according to 
which, if accepted by the Government, the duties of the office of President 
of the Council of State can he discharged without any extra cost whatever 
to the Government. That is still tinder consideration we believe and' 

T do hope the Honourable the Finance Member and his colleagues will see 
their way to giving proper effect to our recommendation in this respect 
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Now, take another case,—that of the Public Services Commission. 
The Members ol' that Commission are a very well-paid body of men, each 
Member getting Us. 3,500 a month, the President getting Tls. 5,000 a 
month and wo had unanimous evidence irom them *ri reply to our 
questionnaire, show in;. Unit 3 members, which was our suggestion, would 
be quite adequate lor discharging the duties entrusted to that Commis¬ 
sion We tlieiefore made a strong recommendation to that effect ' (Mr. 
('. f’ liistrns “If l'- an .imIuui tor infirm children”.) but so far that 
matter also has not been disposed of. We thought, having regard to the 
evidence given h\ Si» boss barker la.for* ns and the unanimous report 
of flu* Commission itself, that there would he no difficulty on the part of 
Government m accepting our recommendation; and wo hope no further 
1 line will he lost h\ Governmeni in gn mg offt d to the recommendation 
wo made in this connection. Sir the small volumes or big volumes which 
\.r had In write in the discharge of our duties as members of this Com¬ 
mittee have been eiivtibil**d in Honourable Members of this House, and 
1 presume thcv have had the lime to go through them. The Government 
liave hI.mi circulated a snmrimn of tin results of the retrenchment opera¬ 
tions in the civil and the rniliturv departments, and Honourable Members 
will tor themselves how far effect has been given to onr recommenda¬ 
tions So far a- flu jecommendations of the General Purpose^ Sub-Com¬ 
mittee are concerned, Government up to now* have T believe been able to 
give effect to our recommend.if ion- in the extent of about 50 per cent, or 
*o: 1 bel'i va 1 am correct We recommend* d that the expenditure of the 
departments -bouM he reduced h v Us 1 cr >ros 23 lakhs. and so far as I 
gather from the informali*.n supplied to us. Government have accepted 
about IN 2 ernrev 1o 1 «l:b= «. 4 retronehment 1 am not taking the other 
.imI di part men! s hut confining invself to the field covered by the General 
Purposes Committee T think it amounts to about that. We are satisfied 
that the Honourable the Finance Member will do nil that he can to see 
that the rccummendntions which these Sub-Commit tees have made should 
he carried out as eloseh as possible 

I wish to s.n. Sir, one word more, and th.it is with regard to fhe ques¬ 
tion that has been raised is to the dismissal or discharge of the employees 
o f different cointnimith s We b»cv this fact in mind as it is one of the 
most important questions that is troubling the country and the Government 
and we therefore in the ven beginning made our recommendation that in 
earning out retrenchment Government should bear in mind the principles 
"hull tlicv have laid down regarding the composition of the services. That 
is to say, we have recommended that the poliev o* Tndianignfion should not 
be effected in am wav so far as if can be helped and. further, we laid 
down that the policy which the Government have enunciated as regards 
fhe redressing of communal inequalities should also be observed as far 
c.s possible We recognised also that it must be left entirely to the 
Government in earning out their poliev of retrenchment to give effect 
to those principles. It was not possible for the "Retrenchment Committee 
to make anv specific reconimendaf ions with regard to the members of 
particular communities to which certain cmplovees in the Government 
belonged Tf anv injustice has resulted from the actual operations in the 
departments which bad to deni with the carrying out of retrenchment then 
in that case wc cannot in anv wav bo asked to bear the blame. Sir, we 
know what t-lie financial position is even now’, it is a very serious position 
and we must still press therefore upon the Government that they should 
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go on with tho policy of retrenchment till sufficient economies have been 
tiiYcied to enable the Honourable the Finance Member to balance hib budget 
without resorting to taxation which the country can no longer bear. it. is 
quite clear that with the opportunities that we hu\e had we could not go into 
man} details winch we would have liked to do. But we did our best under 
‘he circumstances and 1 should like to ask the House to take up the 
attitude that the Committees appointed from this House have done their 
best in order to earn out the duties entrusted to them. We have made 
recommendations for economy which arc all set out in these Reports and 
J should ask the Honourable Members, including the Member^ of tho 
European Group, who, I know, are equally anxious in effect economies m 
the administration, to give all the support they can to these Reports 
Several Honourable Members: The question nm\ now he put 

Mr. President: 1 accept the closure. 'Hu* question is that the question 
he now put. 

The motion was adopted 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, T think that the House ma\ 
perhaps be grateful to me for one thing in connection with tins debate and 
that is that T nave them an opportunity, of looking behind the scenes and 
seeing what has been going on behind the scenes on our side in connection 
with this matter I was fortunate in bring able to get tn\ Honourable 
colleague, the Member for Education, Health and Rands, to pres< nt his 
side of the picture to the House Perhaps he wa- in a s«tkc indiscreet, 
hut T vras grateful to him for his indiscretion in revealing to the House the 
sort, of difficulties and even difference^ that exist on our side on this verv 
difficult question of retrenchment T wanted the House to appreciate 
that, and that actual position does, of course* make m\ link in repl\in ,r 
to this debate a somewhat embarrassing one To a certain extent if k 
almost true to sav that 1. a*- a Finance Member must find mvsrlf almost 
more in sympathy with tliosie who have moved and spoken for this Resolu¬ 
tion than T am with the Government if it takes up the attitude of resisting 
the demands for retrenchment Therefore T wish to make nothing in the 
inn of a debating speech today I wish in make if clear 11 1 : 1 1 our attitude 
is one of listening to suggestions: our attitude is one of anxa t\ f<> carry 
this matter ns far as it potsiblv can he carried consistently with the public 
interest And the bmt condition k roallv the key in the whole difficulty 
Retrenchment unfortunately lias two sides to it If von look nt it from 
the point of view of reducing the expenditure and relieving the burden on 
the tax-paver's hack, then it is a very desirable object Rut unfortunately 
when you eornc to see it translated into action, it- has undesirable and often 
almost tragic results. The difference which exists between mv Honourable 
colleague, in his anxiety to protect tho services for which he is responsible, 
and myself ns responsible for the finances of the country, reveals the real 
difficulty of the situation. In fact. “Ton cannot make omelettes without 
breaking eggs” and the process of breaking eggs in the particular case is n 
very unpleasant one. It is in that connection that T want to sav some¬ 
thing about what fell from mv learned friend the Leader of tho 
Independent Partv He resented, or professed to res«ent. some of the 
things which Sir TV/l-i-Husnin in his speech had said and he protested 
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and said that Ilia own Sub-Committee in their recommendations had always 
been most careful to make it clear that they wanted to do nothing to 
interfere vvjth the activities of the scientific departments or the beneticienl 
activities of Government That may, indeed, have been their desire; but 
unfortunately their recommendation* had a very different effect, and it was 
of their recommendations that my Honourable colleague tried to give the 
House Home account. I would like to refer just to one particular example, 
the ease of the grant for Agricultural Jicscnreh under Demand Xu. 00, 
Imperial Council of Agricultural Research. There, it is true that the 
economies accepted by the Government are shown as Us 5,90 (HK) as 
against Us *1,22,000 recommended by the General Purposes Sub-Coumnt- 
tee. But the big item in the 11 s 5,80,700 which we lia\e accepted is the 
temporary, suspension oi the annual grants of ti\e lakhs. We suggested 
and wo have agreed to suspend the whole of that ii\e lakhs, whereas tin* 
Sub-Committee only recommended a suspension o! 2J lakhs. We left 
that the wlinh of the fiw lakhs could he suspended because that would not 
mean, in tins particular year, any reduction m the sum* available for 
expenditure inasmuch as the Imperial Council oi Agricultural Research 
has a large endowment iund on which they can sH! draw If you deduct 
that item, lie recommendation** of the General Purposes Sub-Committee 
lor cutting down the activities under this head come to l;s 1.72.000 as 
a-.'airist nur re< nmmt ndaiion oi JU 80.700 Thermion* they recommended 
almost double tin* economy m that particular form of activity which the 
Government ha\e accepted. <»ml .is an example <»! wind tho\ have don*, I 
may sm\ they ha\i recommended the abolitiun of both the posts of 
scientific i Xpert s attached to the Imperial Council of Ali icultural Research 
We felt that if both tho-* experts were to go, the Imperial Agr.cultural 
Council would be left unable to perform the mo**t useful part of its func¬ 
tions I (ploti• that :k an example for the purpose oi show mg that when 
m\ Honournbli mlk-agm spoke of the recommendations of the General 
Purposes Sub-Committee as* jn .some respects basing gone so far a*, almost 
to kill the activities of the scientific* departments, he not spea'.mg 

l>* vond the truth he was not exaggerating tin* picture In a debate of this 
kind, it i*~ alwavs difficult to avoid the danger of being h d into too much 
deled On< is m danger of ‘fading in sec* file wood for the trees' I 
svmpathiM* \«r\ much with the Honourable the Mover of the motion in the 
difficult \ oi tie- task which he put upon himself this morning ITe tred 
to f.ake the House through the whole of the various heads, ny all the most 
important heads, and having had some experience myself of trying to go 
through a large number of figures, one after the other, before tins House 
I felt a good deal of svmpathv with him in the difficulty of the task which 
he had undertaken In some respects, if he will excuse my saying so ho 
was right m trxmg to deal with this matter hi this wa\, because it is onl; 
when you comedown to practical details that \ou can really test what ha^ 
been done At the same time, it would obviously he impossible for me 
to attempt to follow him m that detailed task of counting the trees, and 
1 would ask the House to allow me to stand hack for some time from the 
picture and tr\ to eon\e\ some idea of the wood of which those trees are 
the constituent parts. If we consider the position from that point of view 
what does it really amount to? If I try to look back to the position m 
this Assembly about a year ago, or a little less than a year ago when the 
ipiestion of tin* appointment of these retrenchment committees came up. 
T remember tint I, being anxious that we should have some form of 
co-operation in this work, wooed the Opposition Parties very assiduously. 
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They required a very great deal of wooing. To start with, they recoiled 
irom my advances, and at one time 1 thought i was going to have no 
success at all. However, m the end, “protesting that they would no er 
consent”, they did in fact consent to join us in this woik ol retrenchment. 
On our side—and as differences oil our side have already been revealed to 
the House, 1 need not be uiraid oi going up a little iuilher and revealing 
still further the differences ou our side,—there was a great deal ol anxiety 
as to what this scheme ol mine might lead to Many people I ell that to 
have the administrate departments of the Government reviewed by t'om- 
mittees of this Assembly who were in no was experts on administration, or 
who, perhaps with very lew exceptions, could not claim that designation,- 
many people felt that that was a \er) dangerous experiment indeed In 
fact, Sir, looking buck on the prospects ol a y ear ago, it is haul to imagine 
any marriage which on the opinions expressed at tile time was less likely 
to be suecessiul than the one which 1 attempted to proinoti* .Nevertheless, 
1 think li we stand back from the picture,—and i ask my Honourable 
friends on the Opposite side not to be unfair m this matter, - it wo stand 
and look back and consider how we have worked togethei during the-*; past 
twelve months, 1 think we may, oil both sides, congratulate ourselves on 
the measure ol success which we have achieved 1 gave the llou^o certain 
ligures m my speech last Honda} m winch 1 put the position 
in this way : that out oi the total recommendations ot the vuiious lielieneli- 
ment Sub-Committees on the civil side amounting to 499 lakhs, we have 
actually accepted economies* amounting to 133 lakhs, that is to say, 
economies to the extent of 87 per cent, ol the recommendations My 
Honourable friend the Leader ol the Independent Tarty has put the posi¬ 
tion in a somewhat different wav, and working on the ligures, as he had 
them, he said that we had, as regards his own Committee, only accepted 
hie recommendations to the extent of jU per cent 1 think that that is not 
quite a fair statement of the position. The position, us regards Ins own 
Committee, according to my figures is us loliows- his Committee’s* total 
recommendations, excluding the to lakhs about which the Honourable 
the Mover spoke arising out oi the Lee concessions, and wlmli J lreal .is 
rather a separate matter, his Committees ivcomnnnd.itions amounted to 
410 lakhs. Now, included m that 110 Jakhs is u sum ol 30 lakhs involved 
in the total abolition of the Ecclesiastical Department and, as l pointed out 
when vve were debating this subject last November, it really is hardly fair 
to treat that as an ordinary retrenchment. As* a matter ot policy, you 
may say, “Abolish that Department” or us a matter ol justice, you max 
say “This is a burden which ought not to fall on the Indian revenues”, 
but it cannot be treated as an ordinary measure of retrenchment, nor 
could it be added to the total on which v\u have to show our results. There¬ 
fore, if I deduct that 30 lakhs, the total manageable retrenchment recom* 
mended by my Honourable friend's Sub-Committee couich down to 
380 lakhs. Now, as against that, wo have, as part of the measures of 
the retrenchment recommended by the Sub-Committee accepted measures 
producing economies of 249 1 Jakhs or say, 250 lalvbs out oi 380 lakhs. But 
that is not the whole, picture Honourable Members, who have studied 
this Summary which we circulated, will find on page (j, where all the 
figures are summarised, that in addition to the actual measures wdiich 
represent the acceptance of recommendations of the various Sub-Commit¬ 
tees, we have got the departments to accept economies this year totalling 
Bs. 87,81,000. Now, those saving* are not in all cases permanent economies 
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but we cun regard them as savings which will be effected this year, and 
which, in a sense, wjII hold the position until perhaps we have a chance 
of building up more permanent economies behind them. They must 
certainly be added to the total of our achievement and 1 quite justifiably 
included them in the total when 1 gave to the House the figure of 4,3d lakhs 
as the savings against the recommendations* oi ail the Sub-Committees on 
civil expenditure. If J add a proportionate part ot those 87 lakhs odd of 
additional economies to the 2,50 that we have achieved against tno Gen¬ 
eral Purposes {Sub-Committee s recommendations, 1 get something like 
3,20 lakhs against 3,80 winch 1 call the sum of their effective recommenda¬ 
tions. And that, 1 venture to put to the House, is a very effective response 
to the recommendations which they have made, especially when it is 
considered that in certain respect* we have not yet Lad time to go fully into 
their recommendations, particularly under those headings which wiil be 
covered by their third Report, a Report which we have not yet received. 
That, Sir, 1 venture to put to the House, i«* the general picture. Eco¬ 
nomies of about 4,30 lakhs against recommendations of about 3 crores on 
the civil side, and on the military side total savings for the next Budget 
of 5J crores, against recommendation-, as regards permanent economies 
which did not so far amount to quite 3 crorc* I think we can say that 
if last year anybody had known that we were going to come before this 
House with results of that kind, 1 think it is fair to -ay that 90 per cent, 
of the Members of this House would have refused to believe that it was 
possible, and 1 do feel, as I have already said, that looking back on the 
broad picture of our achievement, that is something on which both sides 
of the House may congratulate themselves 

Now. Sir. among those who have eriiieist*d us. 1 think one may divide 
their rHtirMu* under t v\. > head" There is what 1 call the generally phrased 
criticism, which ba"C" rseli rather on well-known cliches Mich ns “fat. 
s..l.mes at the top ami “tog-lu avy administration ’ and that sort of th'ng; 
and on tin* Miner ~’di a e have the \<.r\ detailed criticisms such as some of 
those which in' friend the Leader ot tin Independent Party made in the 
speech to uheh 1 am just replving He for instance took two small 
example-, ihe ease of tin* President ol ihe Pouncil of State and the case of 
fin* Public Servict*-. ( omnnssion Well. I freely admit that these arc both 
case* on whab if i" possible for an impartnl observer to make very easy 
criticism-. fhi the tn« c of it, there ohv oiisly is room for eooncmv under 
these two heads, and 1 may ’ell the House that we are seriously consider¬ 
ing Incan* for reducing expenditure undir these heads But the steps in 
order to effect that reduction cannot be taken immediately, and in any 
case cannot 1m* taken until there is some change n the tenure of the posts 
which arc affected under the two he;uU. But the point which I re dl\ want 
to put to the House is that although those may he telling examples, they 
do not. in relation to file total of Government expenditure, amount to appre¬ 
ciable sums \nd I flunk what 1 have said there applies really to most of 
tin* particular criticisms that have boon made in the course of'this debate. 
Rut 1 would turn back from these two small examples to the more general 
typo of criticism, which is of the other kind which T described. Well. Sir, 
in that conned ion l fullv agree with what has fallen from several speakers, 
both on tliis side and the other side of the House, as to the necessity with 
which the country is faced for a general reduction, if present economic con¬ 
ditions continue, in the scales of pay throughout the services. But when 
W’e arc accused of not having effected sufficient economy at the top, or for 
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not having made sufficient cuts m the higher salaries, L do wish to remind 
the House ol the figures \vhi< li I gave them m the course ol the last debates 
as to t he amount which is involved in those higher salaries l would remind 
the House that m the ease ot salaries of over 11s 1,800 a month, the total 

hill of the Government on the evd side, meluding Posts and Telegraphs, is 
onl\ 1,15 lakhs, and il urn go clown to Its 1,000 a month, the total bill 
again oil the civil side, including Posts and Telegraphs, is only 1,05 lakhs. 
It >s quite obvious from these figures that, how ever drastically you eut the 
salaries above those levels, it is not going to have a major (‘fleet on the Gov¬ 
ernment’s financial position It is not going to make' uny appreciable diller 
enee in the burden of taxation as it has to be borne to-day '\ hen again when 
wt* are told, as m\ Honourable Irieud Mr Das told us. that we have onh 
scratched the surface. I would reply to him. what about the Uetreiiehiiieut 
Gonmuttees'' The various liotrenchmeiit Gonninttccs working tor a your 
and having a completely Ivee hand, in spite of what amhodx sji\.«-. to look 
into every matter that came before them, have <m ilie e vil side only pro¬ 
duced economy leeommendations of 4 Ul) lakhs and we have met them by 
effecting actual (eonoimes of 1.JW lakhs K\en it we admit that the whole 
difference of (>(> lakhs h-'w(-n thise two figures ought have Ixa n accepted 
1 >v the Government, that again is not a sum on a sc.de wli cli would appreei* 
ahh have affected the present lmaiici.il position It would Mo* have appivci 
ahl\ altered what wc have to ask for m the wax of new taxation and in 
fact no one would have felt am differema nf all I do think it is import 
ant that the proportion of figures about which v\r an- talking should he 
realised 


Now*. Sir, nix llonourabh Irieud who moved tins mot on laisod a \ii\ 
great number o! points into winch I cannot possibly tiller tills evening lb 
made sonic particular cr fjcisnis about- tin* wax in v hicli the retieiiclum lit 
policy Jiad been e.UTJcd out and levelled some charges on those who weie 
responsible for departmental action, which i very much regret to ha\» heard 
coming from him. He told us that the system ot classification, the system 
of the order in which we arranged that retirements should be effected, 
gave room for a great deal of variation and a great deal of johla ry and unfair 
diseriimnation Hut if he has any charges to make m t li.it inspect, I would 
like b in 1 1 » come to me with them and let me have a chanci ot going into 
them I can assure him that the matter lias been very carefully attended 
to in each department Kacli department had its selection committee to 
go into the matter, and as far as 1 know, one eon.siderat'nn and one con¬ 
sideration onh has influenced a final decision, and that is to achieve the 
maximum economy consistent with elficienex. There has been no sort of 
influence of personal considerations, and as regards communal consideration* 
Die House already knows from the answers winch I liavt given to repeated 
questions in the course* of this session, that our orders have been that the 
communal proportion should he exactly preserved. If my friend ha* 
eases,—and he read out a large number and list of names- I liope lie wall 
g’ve us an opportunity of going into tliem, because J do not like* charges of 
that kind being made; and I am perfectly confident that if the cases are 
gone into, I can convince my Honourable friend that there, has been nothing 
of the nature which be suspects in the selection of individuals for 
retirement. 
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Then, Sir, he raised the question of the terms of compensation to re¬ 
trenched officials and there also my Honourable Iriend the Leader of the 
Independent Party laid something to any 1 do not wish to weary the House 
now with a full comparison ot the terms of compensation which are being 
paid now and those which pre\ailed at the t ine ot the inchcape C’oinnuttee. 

I only want lo make two remarks. One of them is that it you have adequate 
compensation, adequate*, that is lo say, to satisfy all those who feel senti- 
nn*nlal sympathy,—and it >s very difficult to avoid feeling that sympathy 
Jor those whose posts are abolished,—ii you are going to have compensation 
adrqu.de in this sense, then you will get no retrenchment Von camioi, us 
I said Indore, “make omelette* without break'rig eggs". The other thing 
1 want In say is this, that in tile case of the inchcape retrenchments, there 
was in fact surprisingly little retrenchment of personnel. Honourable Mem¬ 
bers, who care to studv tile effect of the Inchcape economies, will find that 
poetically t hr u holr <>f d was efTrcted m the Army, and that as regards 
civil personnel, the numbers of personnel retrenched were veiy small. In 
tnut ease there were given m certain eases terms more favourable than 
those which we are giving to-day, but those favourable terms applied 
<»n 1 v to stall in the Secretariat ; and we came to the (conclusion that that 
was an entirely unfair discrimination which ought no* to lie repented 
in t hr present eireiintdance-.. where very much greater mini her*'ot personnel 
are affected I have ahvsdv arianged. as I promised last week, to cir¬ 
culate to the House full particulars ot the ierm< which are being offered. 
\s I hav» had no d< ta led criticisms on those terms but merely a general 
i <>m|daint was made that the\ were les* favourable than i hose recommend¬ 
ed alter the Iurhc.ipc ret reiudmients. I would invite Honourable Members 
to studv fhn-e terms, and I think we imu stand on them and feel that we 
have made out our ease. 


A good deal has been said this evening about the position in the Customs 
Department, and particularlv as regards the pay nun: ot overtime fees I 
do not know' whether the House appreciated that *hese overtime fees, about 
which we have heard so much, aetuallv cost the (lovernment nothing Thov 
ire lees winch tin* < imv eminent recover from the shipping interests tor work¬ 
ing overtime, and it has been the custom ever s ure the Tiistonis Depart¬ 
ment was organised on its present lines, that men who were called upon 
to work overtime are entitled to a certain share ot the benefit from those 
overtime tecs a certain share went to increase the pn\ ol the staff and 
another part went to support herirfieient. institutions lor the v el fare ot 
seamen Now 1 think it is somewhat unreasonable to claim that a parti¬ 
cular class of (iovernment servants may be called upon not mere'v to put 
m their regular nine hours* work a day. but to hold themselves in readiness 
lo la* called upon to work at. any time during tin* whole 24 hours If is un¬ 
reasonable to claim that they should he subjected to that sort of addition to 
their obligations without getting some financial compensation for if I 
think if is also most unreasonable to say that when von have recruited a 
service on certain well understood terms, you should select that service 
and that service alone for a discriminating measure of retrenchment We 
felt when wo went into the case that it had become a recognised part of the 
terms on which the Customs service were engaged that thov should he 
entitled to overtime fees on the scale which had become eustomarv. and 
that the furthest we could go was to subject their benefits under that head to 
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the same out as we were applying to the ordinary remuneration of Govern¬ 
ment servants. Whatever any one may Ihnk about the justice of institu¬ 
ting the original practice, it is quite certain that those men who are now 
serving had a legitimate expectation of those* benefits, and we lmd to treat 
it as part of their ordinary conditions of service and refuse to discriminate 
against that particular form of remmieraiion The whole of this question, 
as regards future entrants, is receiving very careful consideration, and wo 
may he aide to make some change in the conditions, hut we ha\r* always 
got to remember til’s, that the conditions must he sufficiently attractive 
to attract the type of men that we want, and t«» guard the service, as has 
been most pert month pointed out by iii\ Honourable and gallant hand on 
my right, against the danger of corruption which might arise ’f the scale of 
remuneration was inadequate 

That brings me to one other import,mi po tit, that is the question which 
has been raised as to what is to he doin as regards the permanent scales 
of pay in the future On that, 1 \\ iJl sa\ that the matter has been receiv¬ 
ing the most careful attention of the Government, and 1 do not want to 
say more now than that 1 hope to he able to call a meeting ot the main 
Retrenchment- Committee some tune lie hire the end ot this week, when 
the procedure for the further consideration of this question can he put 
before them. The matter certainly has not been ignored and no t me has 
been wasted m conducting inquiries, and m the consultation with the 
various interests concerned—departments, branches and Provincial 
Governments—which is necessary n order to deal vith that question. 
In the meamvhile 1 would remind the House ot what I told them the other 
day, that we art* not prejudicing the future for. mikt the 1st of .July last- 
vear, all officers have been taken on on the distinct understanding that 
the terms are provisional and that they are not acquiring rights for flit 
future on the exist ng scales of pay 

T think that I have taken sufficient time of the iLouse in dealing with 
the more important points which T have selected I should have hked if 
it had been possible to go through some of the points made bv the Honour¬ 
able the Mover and also to answer certain of the arguments which fell from 
my Honourable friend, T)r Zinuddin Ahmed, particularly as regards the 
Army expenditure. There is only one remark which 1 would make to him 
in conclusion, and as I have said little yet about Army expenditure. T may 
permit myself the time for doing so My Honourable friend read to us 
some extracts from the Incheape Committee's Report, and be said that 
what they wrote then is equally true to-day He read extracts to the effect 
that the country cannot stand the burden of a Military Budget at the level 
which was referred to in that Report But T would remind rny Honourable 
friend of this, that when the Tnchcape. Committee reported, the military 
expenditure was something like 07f orores, whereas to-day it has gone down 
to just over 46J crores; and I think it is a little unfair to apply to that re¬ 
duced expenditure the arguments which held good when the expenditure 
was more than 50 per cent higher than it is trvdnv 1 would also remind 
my Honourable friend, if he takes his stand on what the Tnchcape Com¬ 
mittee said, that the Tnchcape Committee held out, as an ideal to be aimed 
at, a reduction of Army expenditure to something like 50 crores; and that 
whatever may happen in the future, wo have at least in the next vear got 
the expenditure down to 3$ crores below that figure. T think 
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Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: May 1 just point out ... . 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: 1 think my Honourable friend 

will excuse me if 1 do not give wjiv; the time is short and the point is 
41 simple one and I should like to finish. 1 do not say thut if prices get 
lower than they art* to-day t that it will not he necessary to seek still fur¬ 
ther economies. Hut 1 do say this; that we have at least done more than 
the Incheape Committee recommended and that, short of substantial re¬ 
ductions in troops, we can claim that Army expenditure has been cut down ’ 
now' to the m : mirimii which is possible My Honourable friend referred to 
expenditure* before the war, and he made great play with the uselessness of 
non-effective charges, but unh>rtuimtely those non-effective charges, being 
charges lor war pensions and ordinary pensions, .ire just the very charges 
which no man can reduce. The G»>\eminent cannot avoid them, and it is 
very largelx the increase* nt those charges wheh has increased Army 
expenditure since before tin war. 

In coneliiMon I must return to the main point which I have made, that 
if we look at the general picture, 1 think we ma\ congratulate ourselves 
on the ach c\emetit of tins \ear Hut I would he the last person to say 
that we may rest content with that achievement, nr that we should turn 
a deal ear to the expressions of public opinion which we have heard in the 
course (»1 this debate emphasis ng the urgent need lor fuither reduction in 
public expenditure and the- urgent need that we should not relax our 
efforts m attempting to get equilibrium on those lines. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra: Sir. 1 have hardly tune to reply to the weighty remarks 
of the Honourable the Finance Member My main contention was that 
there was no oilier way except !>\ retrenchment, by which we could attain 
our object of balancing the Hudgct or meeting the situation. I think the 
suggestion first r.inn* from the European (iroiip, a year or two ago they' 
first pressed b>r mon retrenchment. In my speech 1 went through the 
det.nls jn order b> show that tlan* s enough room for further and more re¬ 
trenchment, and now I shall onl\ refer to a few points to reply to some 
of the point-; mad** by the speakers. 

The Honourable Sir Ka/l-i-Husain took us to task and said that the 
General Purposes Retrenchment ('oiumittee recommended that these 
scientific departments should be retrenched to the utmost possible limit. 
Here I will merely quote just a line trom our Report to show the attitude 
that was taken by the represent at i\e of the Finance Department on our 
■Committee to our proposals. On page .‘18 of our first Report it is stated— 
“Our official colleague, Mr Nixon, holds that its expenditure should bo 
reduced so as to cost not more than lakhs in all, hut lie has given no 
details of the scheme he lias in \iew'\ 

Then 1 shall read from page Uff of the saint' Report to show that at every 
point it was the represent at i\e of the Finance Department who pressed 
for really killing these scientific departments. On the Geological Survey, 
this is what is stated in the Report : “Our official colleague, Mr. Nixon, 
however, urges that on grounds of financial necessity it should be closed 
down altogether for a term of years”. t 

Then again at page 4tt, in connection with other seient fie departments, 
it will lie seen that “Mr. Nixon, however, holds that this group of institu¬ 
tions should also he subjected to retrenchment in common with the depart¬ 
ments of Government,” nifhough we suggested that these scientific de¬ 
partments should not be touched. So, Sir, it is not so much the fault of 
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[Mr. S. C. Mitra.] 

the General Purposes Committee as the pressure that was brought to bear 
upon the Committee's deliberations by the representative oi the Finance 
Department that led us to suggest these large reductions in Scientific 
Departments. 

As regards the point raised l>\ my friend Sir Henry Gainey, I can only 
say that it really you would like to give more money to these people, why 
don’t you in these dnys of unemployment recruit fresh men? Even rnen 
from his own community will be helped Why should you give extra 
emoluments to w hole-tune servunts for overwork? Then again if vuu work 
them overtime and make them also work at nights, certainly tiny will not 
be able to maintain their efficiency on tlie following day. It is cerlainlv 
wrong on principle tor Government to allow their olfieei’s to work over 
night. 

Then a* re cards compensation to the retrenched officials, I think I 
showed that tlu* lnchcape Committee's suggestion was that there should 
be ail add tiomd 20 per cem eiih.meed pensions lor tin* lower paid people, 
and ot course it was given effect to As regards eompensation. even the 
Honourable Member hansel! ill Ins tnM estimate made* an allowance for 
roughly 20 per cent, tor this purpose, but vve find that it is now actually 
even less than lo per edit.; that shows wind was first considered as neces¬ 
sary compensation lias been subsequently very much reduced. 

Sir, with tlie-e remarks I close this debate, but 1 press mv main point 
gpM for more retrenchment, and 1 think the House will agree with 
me and also vote lor my motion. 


Mr. President: The question I have to put is: 

“That the Demand umlei the head ‘Executive Council’ he reduced hy l!s 100.’* 
The Assembly divided: 

AYES—47. 


Abdul Matin Chaudliurv, Mr. 

Abiiur Rahim, Sir. 

Aggarwal, Mr. Jagan Nath. 

Azina* All. Mr. Muhammad. 

Bagla, Lala Kamcbhwar Prasad. 
Bhuput Sing. Mr 
Biswas, Mr. C C. 

Ghandi Mai Gola, Bhagat 
Chinoy, Mr. Ralmntoola M. 

Das, Mr. A. 

Das, Mr. B 

Dutt, Mr Amar Nath. 

Ghuznavi, Mr. A. H, 

Gour, Sir Hari Singh. 

Gunijal, Mr. N. R 
Harbans Singh Brar, Sirdar. 

Hari Raj Swarup, Lala. 

Ibrahim Ah Khan, Lfc Nawab 
Muhammad. 

Ismail Ah Khan Kunwar Hajee 

Jadhav, Mr. B V. 

Jog, Mr. S. G. 

Laniri Chaudhury, Mr. D. K. 

Misra, Mr. B. N.- 
Mitra, Mr. S. 0. 


Mndy, Mr IT P. 

Mun.shi, Mr Jehangir K. 

Murtu/a Sahnh Bahadur, Maulvi 
Savvid 

Neogv, Mr K C 
Pandit. Rao Bahadur S’ R. 

Paid, Rao Bahadur B L 
Ranga Iyer, Mr C S. 

Reddi, Mr T. N. Ilamakrishna. 

Sadiq llnsan. Shaikh 

Sarda, Diwan Bahadur Ilarhila* 

Sarnia, Mr. R. S. 

Sen, Mr S C. 

Sen, Pandit Satyendra Nath, 

Singh, Mr. Gaya Prasad 
Sitaramaraju, "Mr B. 

Sohan. Singh, Sirdar. 

Suhraw.irdy. Sir Abdullah. 

Sukhraj Rai, Rai Bahadur. 

Ttnmpan, Mr K P. 

T T ppi Saheb Bahadur, Mr. 
WiiavaOillah, Khan Bahadur H. M. 
Yamin Khan, Mr. Muhammad. 
Zianddin Ahmad, Dr. 
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NQES-46. 


Acott, Mr. A. S. V. 

Ahmad Nawaz Khan, Major Nawab. 
Allah Baksh Khan Tiwana, Khan 
Bahadur Malik. 

Allison, Mr. F. VV. 

Anklesana, Mr. N. N. 

Azizuddin Ahmad Bilgiami, Qazi. 
Bajpai, Mr. B »S 

liancrji, Mr. Bajnarayan j 

Brown, Mr. KB i 

Clow, Mr A. G. : 

Cocke, Sir Hugh j 

Cosgravo, Mr. W. A. | 

Crerar, Tho Honourable Sir James. ! 

Dalai. Di B 1) | 

DeSou/a, I)r F X. 

Fox, Mr II. B. f 

French, Mr. J. C 

(lidiiov. In# .li < oh»rn 1 .Sir llenii, 

Giahiim, Sir Lancelot.. 

Ciwvnne, Mi (’ W 
Heath cot# 1 , Mr L V. 

Howell .sir |.\#.|,n * 

Ishwar^mgji. Nawab Naharsmgji. 1 

Jawafiar Singh, Sardar Bahadur j 

Sardar. ' 


Lai Chand, Honv. Captain Bao 
Bahadur Chauahri 
Mac queen, Mr. I*. 

Moore, Mr. Arthur. 

Morgan, Mr. G. 

Muknerjee, Kai Bahadur S. O. 
Nixon, Mr. J. C. 

Noyce, Sir Frank. 

Bahuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
M.iulvi. 

Bainv, The Honourable Sir George. 
Rajah, Bao Bahadur M. C. 

Kama Bao, lit wan Bahadur U. 

Ban, Mi. i\ U 
Byan, Mr T. 

Sain, Mi. Barn Prashad Narayan. 

Si hu s t#*i, J he Honourable Sir George. 
Seaman, Mr. (’ K. 

Sh'M Muhammad Khan Gakhar, 
Captain 
St mid. Mi K 
s’\ke-«. Mi K F. 

Tait Mr John. 

Wood, S*r Edgar. 

^ oaiig Mi G M 


Thu motion was adopted. 

Tin* Assumbh then adjourned till eleven of the clock on Wednesday, 
the ICth March/1932. 
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Wednesday , 16th March , 2935. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at 
Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Motor Mail Contracts in Bombay, Madras and Bengal. 

818. *Rao Bahadur B. L. Patil: Will Government be pleased to 
state: 

(a) the names of different places to which postal mails and other 

articles are carried on a contract basis in motor vans and 
lorries in the Presidencies of Bombay, Madras and Bengal 
together with the names of the contractors and the amount of 
the contract; 

(b) who is the' authority negotiating and sanctioning such contracts; 

(c) whether the Director General is the final authority; 

(d) whether the contractor is one and the same man both in Madras 

and Calcutta; and 

(e) whether it in a fact that the Calcutta contract was given to the 

Madras contractor on much better terms and conditions than 
actually advertised; and 

(/) whether they propose to hold auctions for smaller circles? 

Mr. T. Ryan: (<i), (b) and (r). Heads of Postal Circle* have power to 
make contracts for the carriage of mails at costs up to Bs 1.000 per 
mensem in each ease Government ha\e no particulars of such contracts. 
Larger contracts require the appro\al of the Director General oi Posts and 
Telegraphs, and m certain eases of the Government of India A list of such 
contracts is being prepared and will be laid on the table 

(d) Yes. 

( c) I can find no ground for the Honourable Member’s suggestion. 
Government placed the mail contract with the present contractor after 
considering all tenders received in response to the advertisement 

( f) The question is not understood. Mail contracts are placed under 
the usual tender system. 

Grievances or ttie Muslim Community against the Public Service 

Commission . 

819. *Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: (a) Has the attention 
of Government been drawn to: 

(i) a series of letters voicing the grievances of the Muslim communitv 
against the Public Service Commission which have appeared 
in the Eastern Times, Lahore, from time to time; 
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(ii) the letter from Mr. D. Reynell, T.O.S., the Secretary, Public 
Service Commission, which was published in the issue of the 
14th December, 1931, of the Eastern Times , Lahore; and 

fiii) the rejoinder to Mr. Reynell, which appeared in the issue of 
the 24th December, 1931, of the same paper? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Public Sendee Commission did not reply to the 
rejoinder mentioned in item (i'i) above? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: (a) Yes. 

( b) No reply was sent because the Government of India who were 
consulted by the Public Service Commission did not consider it desirable 
to pursue the matter in the Press. 


Dr- Ziauddin Ahmad: 1 hope the Honourable Member has read the 
article of 24th December. There are tome serious allegations there. 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member is not asking a supplementary 
question. 


Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: T am just asking whether the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber has read the article dated the 24th December himself and whether he 
has read the serious allegations made against the Public Serxice (’niiims- 
sion in that article 9 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: I regret to sin that the article is not 
in mv possession and I have not had the opportune\ of perusing it. If 
the Honourable Member will be good enough to send me a copy, I shall 
be glad to look into it 


Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: I will send it. 


V^ynctes for Members of Minority Communities in Central 

GovERN M ENT DEPA RTA1ENTS. 


" 1 T \ 

820. *Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: (a) Will Government 

please sav whether, prior to holding their 1931 examinations, the Public 
Service Commission asked the various offices of the Central Government to 
"fate their requirements of (i) members of the minority communities, and 
fii) Muslims? 


(h) If co, what, were the requirements of each office under each 
category 0 


The Honourable Sir James Grerar: (a) Yes. 

(b) I presume the Honourable Member is referring to the requirements 
in connection with the 1931 examination A statement giving the informa¬ 
tion is laid on the table 
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Statement showing the demand of each office for members of minority communities and Muslims 
in respect of vacancies which occurred during the period 1st April, 1930 to 30th September, 
1931. 



1st Division. 

2nd Division 

3rd Division. 

Department 8 or Offices. 

M inorities 
excluding 
Muslims. 

Muslims. 

Minorities 

excluding 

Muslims. 

n 

s 

"5 

Minorities 
excluding 
Muslims & 
Lady clerks. 

CO 

6 

"or 

3 

Lady clerks. 

1. Department of E., H. and L. . 


1 


• • 


•• 


2. Department of I. und L. . 

* * 

1 

• • 


1 



3. Home Department . 


** 

•• i 

l 

•• 



4. Director of Civil Aviation. 



• 

• • i 

• • 

• • 

.. 


5. Indian Stores Department 


i 

! 

l 




6. Public Service Commission , 


.. 

.. ! 


•• 

1 

1 


7. Director, Intelligence Bureau . 


•• 

•• : 

•* 

1 



8. Centra] Printing Offico 

. . 


. . i 

•• 

•• 

1 1 


9. Assistant Director of Ordnanco 
Services (Provn). 



•* , 

,. 

* 



10. Military Advisor-in-Chief, Indian 
State Forces .... 



I 

.. 

1 

. . 


11. D. G.. I. M. S. 



.. ! 

•. 

i 

| 



12. R. A. F. Headquarters . . 





3 

•• 


13. Military Secretary's Branch . 

• • 


.. i 

.. 

i 

1 

i • • 

14. Medical Directorate . . . 

i 

i • • 


! i 

, * ’ i 

. . 

• 2 

. . 1 

1 1 

15. Q. M. G.’s Branch . . 

1 


, .. 1 

. . 

3 

3 

4 

16. Master (leneral of Ordnanco 
Bran( h ..... 


! 

i • ■ I 

ii 1 

| 

•• ! 

m m 

, t 

1 

6 


17. U. S. Branch 

• • 

1 •• i 

i 1 

•• 

.. 

.. 

.. 

11 

18. A G.’s Branch 



1 

.. 

.. 

1 

9 

19. E.-m-Chiof’s Branch 

i 


• • ! 

• • 

• • 

4 

2 

Total 


* 

1 

2 

15 

17 

29 


Appointment of Muslims to Ministerial Establishment of the 
Central Government. 

821. *Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: (a) Is it a fact that 
the Public Service Commission, in its communique, dated the 16th Octo¬ 
ber, 1080 announcing the competitive examination for the selection of 
candidates for the ministerial establishment of the Central Government 
stated that not less than 15 of the Third Division appointments would be 
reserved for Muslims? 

a 2 
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( b ) How many Muslim candidates were actually declared qualified by 
the Public Service Commission against these 15 reserved appointments? 

(c) How were the 15 vacancies reserved for Muslims disposed of? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: (a) Yes. 

(6) Eight. 

(c) Six were filled by qualified candidates from the competitive list, one 
by a qualified candidate from the qualifying examination held for depart¬ 
mental candidates and wix by appointment <>1 temporary Muslim clerks 
w T ho qualified at previous examinations. I have no precise information 
about the remaining two, but the orders of the Home Department are that 
unqualified Muslims may he employed temporarily m permanent vacancies 
reserved for Muslims until qualified members of that community a*v 
available. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: May 1 ask whether these examinations are held 
every year or are they held only periodically? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: As requirements arise. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Is it not desirable to hold the examination on 
fixed dates every year, irrespective of the tact whether there are vacancies 
or not These are not competitive examinations 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: T take note ol the Honourable 
Member’s suggestion 

Rkcuvitmext or MrsnviS by tiif Prm.Tc Service Commission. 

822. *Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Salieb Bahadur: (<v '< h a fi.ct th «r 
the Public Service' Commission is the only recruiting agency for tin* office-* 
of the Government of India? 

(}>' ]f Hie Public Service Commission lias Jailed to unit m lull llv 
requiivnu nls of tlie various offices .n reaped <»{ tlu- Muslim (.ind’dau*" 
what stops do Government propose to take to assure Ihe requisiv supuU 
of Muslims'* 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: (a) Recruitment to the clerical staff 
in most of the offices at the headquarters of the Government of India i* 
made through the Public Sendee Commission. 

(/>) The Government of India have arranged that unqualified Muslims 
should be allowed to continue to hold temporarily permanent vacancies 
reserved for members of that community until qualified candidates arc 
available 

RfCTVCTTM'ENT OF MrSLIMS BY TTTF. PrBLTC SERVICE COMMISSION. 

823. ♦Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: (a) Is it a fact thaf 
the Public Service Commission notified 48 appointments in the Third 
Division for the competitive examination, but passed more than 100 candi¬ 
dates against those appointments? 

(b) Was the number of passed candidates in excess of requirements 
determined by communal considerations? If not, why not? 
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(c) What is the communal composition of the first 48 passed candi¬ 
dates and of those passed in excess of that number? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: (a) and (6). I would refer the 
Honourable Member to the reply given in this House on the 24th Septem¬ 
ber 1931 to question No. 946. 

(c) Of the first 48, 3 were Muslims, 4 were Anglo-Indians and 41 were 
Hindus. Of the others, 5 were Muslims, 4 were Anglo-Indians, 2 were 
Sikhs and 41 were Hindus. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: May I repeat that if the examinations are held 
and dates fixed every } ear, all these difficulties will automatically 
disappear. 

Recruitment of Muslims by the Public Service Commission. 

824. *Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Sahel? Bahadur: (a) Has the attention 
of Government been drawn to the following statement made in a letter 
published by the Eastern Times, Lahore, in its issue of the 14th December, 
1931, in the name of Mr Reynell, Secretary, Public Service Commission, 
concerning the 1931 examinations of the Commission: 

,4 ft is untrue that in the 1926 examination the qualifying marks weie lowered in 
order to admit of the appointment of more minority community candidates ” 

(b) Js it a tact that the names of all the candidates who passed the 
1920 examination were published in the Gazette of India , dated the 22nd 
March, 1927? 

(cl Is ii a fact that certain candidates who appeared at the 1926 exami¬ 
nation but whose names were not published in the Gazette of India , dated 
the 22nd March, 1927, were subsequently appointed to permanent posts in 
the offices of the Government of India with the cognisance of the Public 
Service Commission, and that some of them are stil] permanently em¬ 
ployed in those offices? 

(d) Is ’I a fact that the marks obtained by the candidates referred to 
in part (c) ab-»ve w'erc less than those obtained by the candidates whose 
names wore published in the Gazette of India? 

(e) If the reply lo part (d) above is in the affirmative, will Government 
pleas** steto u bother Mr IlewieM’s t»1 .itement quoted in part (a) ahuve 
is correct 0 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: (a), ( b ) and ( d ). Yes. 

(c) and (e) The position is explained in the replv given in this House 
on tilt* 21th September 1931 to part (a) of question No, 947. 

Recruitment of Muslims by the Public Service Commission . 

825 *Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: (a) Has the attention of 
Government been drawn to the following statement made by the Secre¬ 
tary. Public Sen-ice Commissi mi, in a letter published in the Eastern Times 
of Lahore dated the IHh December, 1931. in connection with the 1931 
examinations: 

“The* Government of India decided that, the propcT course was to wait until the 
next examination to obtain qualified Muslims for places reserved for that community 
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and in the moan lime to make temporary appointments of unqualified Muslims to vacan¬ 
cies for which Muslims had failed to qualify at the examination, the existing temporary 
incumbents being retained where that was desirable/’ 

(b) Will Government please say how many unqualified Muslims have 
been recruited since the 1st July, 1931, in compliance with the above 
decision of the Government of India, and how many Muslims have been 
turned out from temporary posts during the same period, specifying, in 
each case, the offices by which such recruitment or discharge has been 
carried out? 

(c) Is it a fact that in his letter referred to above, the Secretary, Publ'c 
Service Commission stated that there was no possible foundation for the 
allegations made against the Commission about tampering with the answer 
books of the 1931 examinees? 

(#71 Will Government please state whether any enquiry was mode in 
the matter, and if s.f>, the methods b\ which it was ascertained that answer 
books had not been replaced and that correct answers had not been crossed 
through 9 


The Honourable Sir James Crerar: (a) Yes 

(b) The information is being collected and will be placed on the table 
when complete. 

(r) Yea 

(d) At the first suggestion of tampering, a careful examination of the 
answer books was made, which showed that there was no foundation what¬ 
ever for this allegation. The Commission took the ^anio precautions in 
this examination as theV do in all other examinations Tho\ offered to m\c 
and arc still willing to give any impartial person full facilities for 
investigation . 


Recruitment of Muslims by the Public Service Commission. 

826. *Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur; (a) Have Govern¬ 
ment seen a letter published in the Eastern Times, Lahore, of the 24th 
December 1931, in reply to a letter published in the same paper in its 
issue of the 14th December 1931, in the name of Mr Reynoll. Secretary, 
Public Service Commission? 

(6) Is it a fact that the Public Service Commission did not reply 
to the allegations made .against it in the letter referred to in part (a) ? 

(c) Will Government say whether the following statements occurring 
in the reply to Mr. Rcyneir» letter are correct: 

“(«) There are about a dozen people who faded in the 192b exam.n.. turn 
name 1 ' are not included in the Home Department Notification No. F 16M27, dated 
the 22nd March, 1927, but who wore subsequently d^rlnird nuahOed hv fin* PuMia 
Service Comm is don for employment m the 2nd .md 3rd Divisions and who at present 
hold perm moot appointments in the office of the fJovernment of Tndia 

**(b) The Homo Secretary issued these older.* on Jtilv 17, 1931. fte; reeeivln? a 
deputation of Muslims, but the Commission did lls worst to nullify the e orders a-* it 
took full two months, T understand, in rommunienting them to the Annv Departments 
who had reserved some 40 vacancies for the Muslim* TTow ran the < ornmisdor 
then claim that it has plaved fair with the Muslim community? T may add for Mr 
Revnell's information that the Army Department issued instructions on August 20, 
1931, that is more than a month after the issue of the Home Department order*, that 
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the vacancies reserved for the minority communities mu<*f be given to the Hindus. 
These curious instructions were cancelled on October 6, 1931.’* 

( d ) Aro Government prepared to consider the advisability of making a 
full statement in the Press in regard to the action taken by the Public 
Service Commission after the 1926 examination? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: (a) Yen. 

(b) Yes, for the reasons stated in reph to part (b) of question 
No. 819 

(c) No The facts are not as stated. 

(d) Government have ascertained that at the outset no qualifying 
mark wuh fixed at all because only a limited number of vacancies was 
offered. When it- was iound that a sufficient number of candidates from 
minority communities to fill the vacancies reserved tor these communities 
were not at the top of the list, the Commission went down the list, taking 
these candidates in order of merit. Eventually tin* question arose how far 
doaii i-.r list tli" i iiiiitm , '-i'iii ruiiid proh.inn go, aini a ijualil^mg mark 
was then fixed for tin* first time Thus the mark was not reduced in order 
to admit Muslim candidates It was fixed for the express purpose of 
excluding unqualified candidates 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Is it not n fact that the fixation of the qualifying 
marks is a purely arbitrary problem and it would depend on the nature of 
the question paper and would vary from year to year? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: The Honourable Member is asking 
for an expression of opinion. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Is it a fact that some candidates who failed 
to obtain the requisite number of qualifying mark'' wore* awarded addition¬ 
al marks m order to enable them to pass the examination? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: 1 have no information ot that kind. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: M u\ 1 ask when Government oh<or\e cert un propor¬ 
tions and reserve seats tor a particular community, whether they also 
reserve a certain proportion for tin* working chipset*? 

(No replv was given ) 


Reciu’it:\ij:nt of Mi si.ims uv Tin: Pi iiuc Sfrvk e Commj^mos. 

827 *Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: (a) U w a fact that 
the Public Service Commission recently suggested fo the Home Depart¬ 
ment that the vacancies reserved by the different offices of the Govern¬ 
ment of India for the Muslims should be filled by candidates belonging 
to other communities, ns Muslims had failed to pass the prescribed 
examinations of the Commission in sufficient numbers? 

(6) Is it a fact that as a result of the Ministerial Selection Branch 
examination held in 1926, Muslims did not pass in sufficient numbers to 
hold the appointments reserved for them 0 
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(c) Is it a fact that the Public Service Commission selected some of 
the failed Muslim candidates in 1927 to fill certain vacancies in the 
Government of India offices? 

(d) If the reply to part ( c ) above is in the affirmative, will Govern¬ 
ment please state ns to why similar action was not taken by the 
Commission in 1931? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: (a), ( b ) and (c). No. 

(d) Docs not arise. 

Recruitment oi* Muslims by the Public Service Commission. 

8*28 *Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: (<n U it a fact that 
in connection with the 1931 competitive examination of the Ministerial 
Selection Branch flie Public Service Commission notified that one 
vacancy in the First Division, one in the Second Division and fifteen 
vacancies in the Third Division would be reserved for the Muslims? 

( b) Is it a fact- that the Public Service Commission nominated two 
Muslims for the First and Second Division vacancies? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Public Service Commission did not nominate 
fifteen Muslims for the Third Division vacancies? 

(d) Do Government propose to consider the advisability of nomi¬ 
nating Muslims tor the Third Division vacancies on the same principle as 
was observed m nominal ni" Muslims tor the First and Second Division 
vacancies ? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: (a) The Public Service Commission 
notified that one vacancy in the First Division and l.'i m the Third Division 
would be reserved for Muslims One vacancy in the second Division wa* 
reserved for a member of a imnoritv community. 

(b) The Public Service Commission nominated 4 Muslims ior the First 
Division vacancies and two for the Second Division vacancy 

(c) Yes: because that number of qualified Muslims was not available 

(d) The Commission observed tin* smic princ pie for all thre* Divisions 
and would have nominated more Muslims ior the Third Dmsion if a suffi¬ 
cient number ol qualified members of that communit\ bad hem avalnble. 

Recruitment or Muslims by the Public Service Commission. 

829. ' Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: (,/, Is n a fact that 
the names of tlii* candidates who parsed the 19*20 exaimnat nil oj the 
Min sferia! Selection Pi ranch of the Public Seme* Commission were 
published in the Gazvtic of India ? 

(/>) Ts ’t a fact that the Gazette Xntifb*:.t ion included a 1 i-t ol the 
members of the mmorif\ communities who bad been selected in pic'Vrence 
to members of the nnjorit\ community w.th a higher number of marks? 

(' i Ts if a fact that the Ga/ette Notification staled that the list 
refern d to above could be added to if the demands were received for 
candidates belonqin? to communities unrepresented or not adequately 
represented in the various offices of the Government ct Tnd'n? 

(d) Is it n fact that the Public Service Commission added to the list 
>n 1927 and declared qualified a number of candidates who had failed in 
the 1926 examination? 
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(e) Do Government propose to consider the advisability of taking similar 
action to make up communal inequalities in connection with the 1931 
results ? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) to (a). Yes 

ft/) and (e). I would refer the Honourable Member to the reply given 
«n this House on the 24th September 1931, to parts (a) and (d) of questi«dn 
No 917 

Recruitment ok Mrsi ims by the PrBLic Service (Commission. 

830. ^Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: ((f) How mam candi¬ 
dates passed the eompet.tive and qimlit\_ncr examinations, respectively, 
of the Pubbc Service Commission (Mmistoria 1 Selection Branch) Iteld m 
1931, and what was the:r communal compos tion? 

(h) Will Government please state: 

( ) the number of candidates who were recruited to fill temporary, 
officiating and permanent vacant es m the Departments of 
the Government of India and their subordinate and attached 
* 11 Ti<*< s during the por.od 1 st Min, 1931 to 31st January, 
1932; and their communal composition; and 
(ii) how mam of the (undulates referred to above were “passed’* 
men and how mam of them were nom tinted by the Public 
Service rommiscion? 

(<■) Is it a fact that there are no passed Muslim candidates available 
with the Public Service < ’'imm^-ioii f-r ♦ mplo ment in "lerical cstab- 
1 aliments of the Government of India offices? 

(d) If what *tei>> do Government propose to take to assure a rupply 
of Muslim (‘and dates? 

(() When do the Public Service Commission intend to bold the next 
» xattunatcoi o f tile Ministerial Select am l>aneh° 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: \<n The nimiUr of candidates who 
i^ t the c mp« t ’io c ai d f|ii dib in'/ examinat nn< for the t\p»*t and 
nil" ji«* lt idi .o- I• m t ..ml 2a n '•p.'ct«vel\ Their communal composition 

is :k «■ lr u n in t b.■ -tat( incut I • d * ni tilt* table No pas*; standard w as fi\< d 

i i • th« « \ no ' 'tii n I »r Dt "id 2 n 1 Divisions 

i /• i i !, e ■* ..mu 11 mi i n. In mj ii'Micted and wiH he turn ^hed to the 

I b .u .*• i” d"» coni* 

!• ) s i»(■ '**ept 'tin (Miid d.i < ■ u’o dc'.res ••pjn.?e*i ’•! * i kind v.*h < h 

1 1 1 • i a\ s l.ilil.o m r. M'ect oi *he bpst ml r."it!Ui‘ mad" onl\ 

'I’hc n» "in* r in winch ’l proposed umnorarib to eet over the 
d'H'c'ili . b.is bill stated n ? el to prc.h'iu • mi**- ti.'iu Gov* inrncnt hop*' 
iliat a pcrmani n ^»h.tion w!I la‘ found ill the entrance of Mud'm candi¬ 
dates w th high (pial'licatinPs for the \armuv competitive examinations so 
tliaf there will b«* no ditlieuhv in obtain'ng qualified Muslim candidates 
for the places reserved for them. 1 lv’pe the Honourable Member and 
other influential Muslims will assist in tbis- respect by encouraging cand dates 
to enter. 
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(e) The Commission are not now in a position to say when the next 
examination will be held. 


Communal composition oj candidates who passed the 1931 competitive and qualifying exami • 
nations for the typist and routine grade. 

Competitive Examination — 


Hindus ........... 79 

Muslims ........... 8 

Sikhs ........... 2 

•huns ........... 3 

Anglo-Indians .......... 8 


100 


Qual ifyi ng Exa m in at ton — 

Hindus ........... 18 

Indian Christians ......... 1 

Anglo-Indians .......... 3 

Sikhs ..... .... 1 

Muslims ........... 2 


The Hallway System of Accounting. 

831. *Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) Has the attent.on of Government 
been drawn to the article under the heading “The balance sheet of Indian 
Bailway and Bailway system of Accounting’* published in the Indian 
Accountant , Lahore, dated December, 1030 (pages 85-86)? 

(b) What action do Government propose to talce on the points raised 
in the article? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: Government have not seen the art cle referred to but 
my Honourable friend has promised to send me a copy oi the article and 
I shall have the question examined. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Will my Honourable friend try to get a copy from 
ibt i Public I u form at on Office? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: I believe, Sir, that the article my Honourable friend is 
referring to was not among those c rculated to the Ihulway Hoard by the 
Director of Puhl c Information. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: D-d be fr\ to get a copy? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: 1 ‘-uppo^r the office did; but 1 cannot say definitely. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: Do Government want to get a copy now*’ 

Mr. P. R. Rau: My Honourable fraud lias already promised to supply 
me w it h a copy, Sir 

Re-examination of certain Travelling Tic ket Inspectors. 

832. *Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) Is it a fact, that the Superintendent of 
Allahabad Division has issued a circular demanding that the T. T. Is., who 
had already passed the Departmental examination before their confirma¬ 
tion, should appear again in the said examination? 

(b) Have such instructions been issued by the Superintendents of other 
Divisions in the East Indian Railway? 
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Mr. P. R. Rau: T have* called for certan information and will lay a reply 
on the table in due course. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: M<r T just. ask that as the examinations are 
announced bv the 15th of April, he will kindlv complete his enquiry before 
the exairrrmtions are actually held? • 


GNSTAUKKD QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Occupation of Post Office Inspection Houses by a Deputy Postmaster 

General. 

ISO. Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: fa) Ts it a fact that 
Mr. ft. ft. Kalborer, Deputy Postmaster General, United Provinces Circle, 
o •(■•»».i|.#s tie 1*' Irispivtion 1 »oum* at Allahabad <>n several occasion-' 

and moo* ?v<eiitl\ in F. brii.ir', HWli, bill Old n«>t pay am rent fur tin* 
occupation a< required bv the rules? 

(h) 1 s it aUo a fact that Mr Kalhercr and his wife, who was then 
work hc a> A^sntant Postmaster Gnner.il, while on leave occupied th.* Post 
Oflw-e i > i'-p"( t'on quar’iT- at Muw»or*v about tin* \t nr 1920 for over a 
month and a half and paid no rent for them? 

fa) If so, what action has been or is proposed to be taken by Govern¬ 
ment in tin* matter? 

Mr. T. Ryan: linjlun*' to <jin-tmn< Nos 1H(» to V.»i>, together: an 
einjuuw b.-u b«*• n uwtinitcd and w lien their information is complete 
(io\i rnment will t.iht* such art on a*, min be liece^san 

Contracts for the Conveyance of Mmls in the Dehpa Dun and Jhansi 

Post vl Divisions. 

fl«7. Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: (a) Is it a fact that 

during the la*d few months a number of contracts for conveyance of mails 
in Mr Kalhercr s nine* in Dobra Dun and Jhan«i Postal Divisions were 
given without calling tor miv tenders, and i< it a fact that ths s known 
to the Director General, Posts and Telegraphs? 

(M 11 what aetrai has been taken in the matter? 

t'oNTRU'TS FOR TIIE ftONVEYWCE OF M \IT.S IN THE DfHRA DUN AND JHANSI 

Postal Divisions. 

+ ISS. Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: fi) Is t a fa?t that 

the contract for "omv\anre of mails in Delira I3un was civ- n to one Tewan 

on lls. TOO a month in the face of a lower tender for the same work of 

about IIh ttiO a month only ? 

(b) Ts it a fact that the low er tenderer sent a ti lejram to the Director 
General and aski d tor an cnquirx into the case? 

(c) Will Government state whether they are prepared to investigate 
into the modus operandi of this and all other tenders for the conveyance 
of mails in Delira Dun, Jhansi and Aligarh Divisions and Agra head office 
during the last, twelve months? 


+ For .uiswer to tin* quo-lien an^wpv to un*t.i r,, ed t mention No 18b 
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(d) Were the notices calling for tenders issued in the name of the 
Postmaster-General m all cases? If not, why was this* Deputy Postmaster- 
General allowed to put his name in any case? 


East Indian Railway Passes issued to the Deputy Postmaster general, 
• United Provinces Circle. 


flS9. Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim : (a) Is it a fact that 

the East Indian Eailwav have issued third class passes to the Deputy 
Postmaster Genera] in the United Provinces Circle and when asked have 

informed the Postmaster-General that their action in issuing 3rd class 

passes was due to the fact that a Deputy Postmaster-General misused the 
first class pass? 

(b) If so, who was this Deputy Postmaster General and in what way 
did he misuse the pass? 

Recruitments in the United Provinces Postal Circle. 

flOO Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: (a) Is it a fact that 

during the month of February. 1932, 2<» new re< nuts have he- n appointed in 
the Circle Ofliec at Lucknow out of whom only one belongs to the minority 
community ? 

(b) Is it a fact also that three of these recruits have passed only the 
primary examination? 

(c) Is* it a fact that approved candidates who are graduate*, and who 
have been cand dales for the last three or tour years have protested t ^ the 
Postmaster General against these recruitments m total disregard of their 
superior qualifications and claims ? 

(dj If so, will Government state what, action they propose to take to 
redress the grievance? Had Mr. Kalberer, Deputv Postmaster General, 
United Provinces Circle, anything to do with this recruitment 0 


THE GENERAL JiUDUET—LIST OF DEMANDS— < ontd 
T>lm \nd No 2S— Executive Council — cuntd. 

Aroubiurt of Incomc-tax. 

2 It. John Tait (Burma European) Sir, I move 

“Th.'.t the Demand under tin* he'd ‘E\o<utivc Course il" he reduced l»y Rs 100” 

M\ object in movin''this eu', i> to (all \tf«nt'on to vh.u wo < onsider to 
i .. f1>o ]n**d ('t *.] k* y of the rernarl:*, of the Honourable the Finance Member 
•n his Budget speech wlvn referring to the very important question of 
• »w oirie-tax "\.iG<>n. Honourable Members will remember that on the 
oc<n~Me oT -Lf d« bate on <m«* Supplementary Finance Bill, tin's Group called 
the attention of Government to the widely held view that evasion or 
avoidance of nr-ome-tax was rampant throughout the. country: and in the 
speech T delivered on that occasion T put forward the theory— not to prove 
any specific en^o or cases of evasion or avoidance of income-tax,— but 

fFor answer to thU question, answer to unstarred question No 186. 
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attempting on broad lines to show that there existed a disparity as between 
provincial assessments of such arresting dimensions as to compel the in¬ 
ference that there could be no other explanation but that evasion or avoid¬ 
ance of income-tax was prevalent amongst a very large section of those 
liable to taxation or, what amounts to the same thing, that there was 
mcffieiem*\ in assessing the tax by the department concerned. 

Now. while it never was claimed Hint the figures Mibmitted absolufceJv 
established evasion or avoidance of income-tax to the extent deduced, the 
east- was in our view sufficient l\ clearly delineated to warrant the conclu¬ 
sion being drawn that an enormous loss of revenue to Government from 
non-assessment or under-assessmcnl of income-tax was in fact being 
experienced. :io| onl\ lothe disadvantage* of the country's revenues at large, 
but m particular to the detriment of those fax-pin ers who always have, 
and who eonthuie to meet their legal liabilities If was therefore urged 
b\ those whose mt» rests we on Hicm* Benches --t present that i‘ was up t*» 
Gn\eminent t<> examine in the closest detail the case we had propounded, 
on the supposition that the deduction drawn from the figures reflected what 
either in whole or in part was the true state of affairs existing in the 
eoi;pt'*\ 

Sir. we were afforded much encouragement 1>\ tin* promise of the 
Finn 'arable the l*’m.ince Member in the replx he gaxe us in November last, 
lie promised then that lc* w >uld inquire into the figures with the object, 
m his own word- ii*’ finding out how near the truth we had got and not 
f‘*» Jin nii'ii-* 1 ol nij lh.it we unit* wrong: and that Sir, is all that 
w. h 'M- ast.«; for Wc expected to hu t -ld at this time, after the lapse 
of four moi.ihs whii had resulted from that inquin. Did our figures 
re*dl\ pro*. (}«■ a ’v.* -• ld\ .iccur.it** picture of Ui° true state of affairs with 
legavd t-> Hi*- pro\ t ,,..(^[1 '*nt- or did they nuclei microscopic oxamina- 
t sin »i'«i\* nothing a! ah ' Did a comparative analysis of all the figures show 
that tin* a-s. ssiM* m - on hiMiii's^ profit^ and <>n properties in some provnees 
product* l«*ss pr -portion.»t» l\ than the same assessments in other provinces. 

< .*n- deling a 1 1 1 hr ••unmcted eirrmnsfam***- of each or did the figures 
p*ve e so nebulous a*. **ntireb to fail *•> iustifx anx change in the official 
opinion towards ties dispute**! question of ex*asion or to bring that opinion 
mon* into lint* with the* xerx definite xit*\\s on the subject* held generally in 
Mercantile ChcW* \nd 1 put u to flu* TTonourahle the Finance Member, 
do.*- h** hone<tl\ tlenK 1h»t tin indefinite* reference to this verx serious 
question in his Budget sp«*< *h was an entirely adequate answer to the case 
\xr had put. forward' 1 Sii. if Sir George Schuster could shed the restraint 
of officialdom for a moment and assume again that matter-of-fact attitude 
of muid to which I am sure he was accustomed in many a Board room 
in the past T do not think Iheie could ho anx* doubt as to what his answer 
would he That th**n. Sir *- the business community's complaint. We 
want to be told quite franklx and clearly whether Government agree that 
\er\ sera ui- axohlanee of im ome-t.ix is widespread in the country today: 
and if the\ do so agree, can thev give us a clear assurance that every step, 
and entirelx a»lenu:ite stops wdl 1>** tak«*n w’th tin* least possible loss of 
time to remedy the position*’ 

Sir, the Honourable the Finance Member complains in his speech that; 
no specific instances of evasion have been put up to him, and I put it to him, 
does he reallv expect us to put ur» finv specific case or crises of evasion 0 
And if we had been able to put up any specific case or cases of evasion. 
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what, I ask, would the country or he himself have thought of his own 
department? Fur surely nobody outside that department should be in 
possession of such confidential information as to be able to put up specific 
cases of where a man was under-assessed or not assessed at all to income- 
tax. If anybody became in possession ol such information in the course 
of professional connection with the persons concerned, does he really think 
that that person would he tree to disclose such confidential information? 
On reflection, Sir, 1 suggest to the Honourable the Finance Member, he 
will agree that he has no right to expect any such information from out¬ 
side. As regards suggestions for remedying the irregularities, here again 
I do not think the Honourable gentleman can complain, for, m point of 
fact a great number of suggestions were put up to his Department here 
in November last and since then in oilier places and we must assume that 
all such suggestions have eventually readied his table. I do nut therefore 
propose to review such suggestions, because it is obvious that matters of 
such detail can ho dealt with much more conveniently elsewhere than on 
the floor of this House. But 1 would only mention what- is perhaps our 
most important suggestion, and that is that a small expert Board con¬ 
sisting of two or three Members, which mux or ma\ not he wholly nl'hri.d, 
but in any case should be unquestionably highly qualified, be appointed, 
and that they should visit each centre hi examine the effectiveness of the 
assessments in each circle. That is our basic suggestion, for wo are confi¬ 
dent- that on the facts which an unhurried penetrating survey by that 
Board would bring to the light of day, a much more . tTe<*t'\c administra¬ 
tion of income-tax assessment eould be built up. 

It may well be that many of the suggestions which have been sub¬ 
mitted are not considered practical in all the circumstances. We do not 
know if that is so but we have no shadow of doubt that all of them are 
not impractical, and that an application of even a few of them would un¬ 
questionably effect very marked jmpmvciin lit in the existing nm.itiviuetory 
state of affairs. It may he also that 11n* prop sed action so mysteriously 
inferred in the Honourable the Finance Member's speech will do all that 
the position calls for at the present time. But. Sir, the inherent- vagueness 
of the remarks quite frankly leave the mercantile community with an 
uneasy feeling that the position is not really appreciated and that very 
little is likely t-o be done Bightly or wrongly, we are constrained to 
believe that the department does not accept the view that evasion or 
avoidance is nearly as extensive as most noii-offieials are convinced it is, 
and unite po^sihlv the departnu nt (annul uppieeiate wh\ we here are press¬ 
ing this question at fhi^ lime. Bui m the nnri-ufiiri.il v,ivv there is no 
alternative but to press for the relief we seek, when it is remembered that 
our ease, if it is as well founded as we are convinced it is, really means 
that those of us who are to-day paying Bs 800 a year as income-tax should 
only be paving about B« *200. and that those who are paving ID. 1.500 a 
a ear. should only be. paying about B s. 1.000 a year, and that those firms 
which are paving Bs. 9 lakhs a year are really paying 8 lakhs too much 
because somebody else is avoiding taxation and paving nothing at all. 
The most urgent claim both on our sympathy and on our consideration 
however is of those unfortunate people wdiosc salary is Bs. 1,000 a year or 
Bs. 88 a month who would he freed fmm the taxation which we subjected 
them to in November last under the present financial emergency. Speak¬ 
ing for myself, T can frankly say that, amongst a host of objectionable 
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items in the Finance Member’s Supplementary Bill, this feature whereby 
the minimum taxable income was reduced from Its. 2,000 to Rs. 1,000, 
was the feature which caused me the greatest misgivings. 

There is one thing more which I wish to say. In replying to me last 
.November, tin* Honourable the Finance Member, in his own words, gene¬ 
rated considerable beat in the delenoc* of his department, and no one will 
blame him for that. But—and 1 should lil<e to make this perfectly dear-— 
there was nut then and there is not now any suggestion in rnv n marks attack¬ 
ing the honesty of his department I have no reason whatever to think that 
tin" integrity of the members <>+ tin* Income-tax Department stands any 
lower than the verv high standard which makes the Civil Service of India as 
a whole* tin* admiration nJ the world. We do drum, however, that there is 
something very definitely wanted in the effectiveness of the assessment of 
income-tax. We believe tin* fault lies in the system and, in the absence 
of adequate powers, more than in the actual working of the department. 
But whatever the* cause, we do appeal to Government to do everything 
•that may be necessary to put matters right. 

Sir, I move. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division \un-Aiuhamniadaii): Sir, when 1 read 
the cut motion J thought that my friend Mr. Tait would say that there 
was a great deal ot evasion of income-tax, hut when I heard his speech 
I telt that lie had a good deal of sympathy with thos»* who mo heavily taxtd 
'•specially on account ot the lowest limit of income-tax having been reduced 
io 11 s. 1,000, and also he had a great deal of sympathy for a rebate of 
taxc*. I think every one of us who is a human being would like to show 
sympathy with those who evade payments. When my friend Mr. Tait 
travels in a first class compartment and some stranger tries to get in, he 
tries to stop the gentleman horn coming in and thereby the Railway Com¬ 
pany loses its income and there is thus the evasion of railway dues. Thea* 
Sir.* the other day, when a certain income-tax Bill was introduced by my 
Honourable friend the Finance Member by means of which he wanted to 
tux all foreign investments, nil my friends on my left were against it. 
That is also a e*t nt evasion of pivment of income-taxes. Sir, being 
human, we all want to evade taxes, hut I had thought that I would hear 
from my iriend. Mr Tail, a tirade against such evils'.ms Those who evade 
payment of taxes are not certainly moral wrecks. I find that my friend 
did not hold that view It is human nature to evade income-tax', and it 
cannot be avoided. I had thought that this token cut was a vote of 
censure on the Government, or on those who evade taxes, but his speech 
has not brought out that point at all. *Mv Honourable friend expressed 
a good deal of sympathy with those who evade taxes, and I too express a 
uood deal of svmpatliy with those who try to evade, because Government 
impose such taxes as thov like and the tax-payer has no say in the matter. 
Sn rightlv and naturallv. there k a desire on the part of every one to evade 
tho<p taxes Then, taking into consideration the fact that to-day the tax- 
paver is heavilv faxed, naturally there would b<* such evasions On the 
other hand, one aspect must be recognised that the low- grade Income-tax 
Officers exercise too much control and recover extra taxation and cause lofs 
of annovance in the countrv side. Since the recruitment of the new staff 
hv the Finance Department to collect all additional income-taxes, T think 
the police are held in as much terror as the income-tax officers are feared 
in the districts. The Finance Member himself knows that at present there 
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is very little trade in the country, but the newly recruited Income-tax 
Officers want promotion. So they want to show that they can increase 
the amount of receipts of the income-tax, of the district by so many lakhs 
of rupees. So they go to the shops of every Pamvala and Biriwala every 
oilman and grocer and tell them that their income is something like 
Its. 5,000. These poor people have no accounts and it is their wives and 
children who sell the pans and the bins and eke out a bare living. 

These are cases where these people are going to he taxed through over 
/ealousness. In spite of my being hauled up under some sort of an 
Ordinance, that 1 am assisting a certain party m evasion of taxes, I will 
rather help that party whenever that man's income is Its. 500 a year and 
the Income-tax Officer assesses him at having an income of more than 
Us. 1,000 So I think this debate coming on the floor of the House at 
least tenches us one lesion. I do hope it will make the Honourable tin 
hi nance Member a little more humane and hr will ask his Income-tax 
Officers and the Centra' 1’oard of Kevemie to he a little Hit more human 
and not to applv the income-tax rules too strietlv to those* whose incomes 
an* very low and who may not have paid income-tax unless an over-zealous 
Income-tax Officer evaluated and assessed their income at IN 1.000 or 
more. 

Sir Hugh Cocke (Bombay . European) Mr. Das mid that it was human 
nature to evade income-tax Well, I do not Know that I should like to 
agree with him that it is human nature to evade income tax, hut it is 
coituinly human nature to avoid income-tax. hut Mill i accept his state¬ 
ment with his great knowledge of India I accept his statement as 
applying to India That being the ease, 1 think it i S mm strong .support 
to the fact that there must be ver\ extensive evasion I tvnieiiih. r once 
a young man about to enter hie and lie w.,s cuii'-nit 1 rig whetlur lie 
should become an Inspector >>i Taxis m the l mud Kingdom amj s., lnr nnr 
who was advising him said. “’I her. is a meat field in tin luuue mr 
Inspectors of Taxes because it i.s said that if evervhodv paid the income- 
tax they should, there would be no oilier taxes at all.” That piobably 
was something of an exaggeration and it is eertamlv not true fodav in 
the United Kingdom But to what extent il is true in India I should 
have very grave doubts I have no doubl in mv mind whatever that 
there lias been tremendous evasion, mostly from the small merchants and 
shopkeepers. Mr. Das says that it is human natnr. Well, whether it, 
is human or not, T do not know, anyhow if is a verv natural tiling not 
to announce your profits and no t to* go out of your way to have your 
income assessed, therefore T suppose' that it m a natural process for 
the ordinary small shopkeeper and merchant, of whom there are thousands 
and thousands in India, to evade assessment f 0 income-tax Now that 
the limit has been reduced from Tls 2.000 to IN 1,000, of course it wall 
be very much more serious Many more thousands of people arc now 
to be drawn into the net 'and it is a question how many and what pro¬ 
portion of the total can be brought in. It is with this objee* in v’ew 
and that, of trying to tighten up the administration, that fhis matter 
was raised last November and is raised again to-day We have been 
asked to make constructive suggestions. First of all, wo have been asked 
to prove our case That. T think is impossible to prove with facts and 
figures, but I think by inference it is self-evident, and I think Mr. Das’ 
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remark that it is human nature to evade income-tax is a sufficient indi¬ 
cation that no one will deliberately return his profits to assessment unless 
he is forced to do so and if he is forced to do so, so far as he can in 
accordance with his conscience, if he has a conscience, he will naturally 
minimise his profits. Another fact which causes the profits to be 
minimised in the commercial world is undoubtedly the fact, that there 
is no allowance for losses. When a man makes a lakh of rupees, he 
says, “l may make a loss of a lakh of rupees next year and therefc/re 
I must reduce this year’s profit of a lakh of rupees by every meuns 
1 can to a smaller figure so that 1 may not be mulcted in income tax on 
a large figure this year when 1 get no redress for making a loss mxt year. 
Coming to the actual suggestions, many people have been thinking abou£ 
this subject during the last few months, and certain suggestions have 
been put up which I flunk would bear mention in this House. One is the 
fact that to-day there is no obligation upon anybody, any private trader 
or individual to send m a return unless he is called upon to do so by the 
authorities I think the time has conic to lake up this suggestion. The 
point was debated b\ the Select Committee that sat on the Income-Tax 
fill I m I ( . J'J 1 The\ decided that, h ivmg regard to the state of India then, 
the state of education and general learning, it was noj possible to make 
it chiignlon upon even mdiNidual to tile hi-* return whetlur la* wu b asked 
to oi not Hut I thml: the tune has come now when it should be made 
meiiiubi ni upor, ;in in<ti\idu.d t,» do that It would pi ,kc tin* ..uthorities 
m a nieeh slio.iLvr ;•<» iiion In c.ium eu\hod\ who ha* s< lit in his 

return i* *u].p«»- d !•» hn<>'\ tin* law and he is ^imposed to know that 
if )h* profit* or incon.i* rvfed IN ] 000 he ought to have sent in his 
return, and ignorance of law i* no defence Thai i* a erv important 
matter which requires attention from the authorities 

Then, there is another point about income-tax prosecutions. Any one 
who has U en reading the English papers for the last five years w'lll be 
struck by some almost famous eases which have been brought into the 
courts and they are of well known men who have swindled the income-tax 
authorities for many years and who have received sentences These cases 
naturallv make other people, who have been doing the same, very nervous, 
and possibly it makes them declare with perfect correctness their figures 
which they have not done in previous years I am told that certain prose¬ 
cutions have been launched in India but that the fines inflicted have been 
so trilling, in fact much less than what the income-tax authorities could 
themselves have imposed, that it lias not been worth bringing other cases. 
Well, publicity ought to be very useful in this matter, and I hope that 
public opinion may force the courts to take a more serious view of these 
cases and to impose hea\ier fines, and in that wav to make people return 
their incomes correctly who have not done so in the past 

Then there is the further point as to whether more inspection should 
not bo done from headquarters After all you can easily have a certain 
number of exports attached to your Income-tax Department, who in the 
light of their experience gained in Bengal, can go to Madras or Bombav 
and use that experience and possibly show' up lines of assessment which 
are not appreciated locally. Take a bookshop. The experience in Bengal 
may be that an average bookshop in the bookshop locality makes a certain 
figure as profit. Possibly that man goes to Madras and finds that similar 
bookshops are not being assessed on the ground that their income is not 
large enough to be assessed. That experience of experts going round the 
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country nun assist to show up irregularities in the income-tax adminis¬ 
tration of particular provinces and would be a great moral check on the 
personnel of the Income-tax Department, as they would know that there 
would ho some one coming along once or twice a year, who was a great 
expert in his subject, and who would pounce on a given street and ask why 
bookshop No. 171 had not been assessed, or why only assessed at so 
much, when its turnover must be so -and so. These are the sort of things 
in which experts travelling round the country irom headquarters could 
assist. I should .be very interested to hear from the Honourable, the 
Finance Member how the\ ha\e been thinking on this matter in the last 
few T months and what steps they have m their mind. It must be obvious, 
l do not think it can he denied, that now that the income-tax limit lias 
been reduced to one thousand rupees, evasion will he far more serious 
than it lm* e\rr been before, that, is to say, as regards the number of 
eases,— whether it will be in the actual revenue is another matter. There¬ 
fore I think this matter should he M*ntilated and am step possible to 
bring in tile correct amount of tax from indiwduals should he pressed. 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer (fiuhilkmid and Kumaon Divisions Xon-Muham- 
rnadan IturalL Sir. the Honourable the Leader of th* European Group 
was saying tlut Mr Das was speaking in favour of the e\asion oj income- 

tax. 

Sir Hugh Cocke: That .s rather .m < .n 1 merely -aid that 

in his view it is human nature to c\.ulc it 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer; I an, glad tin II .n« p'ahli the Lender ol the 
European Group has giu»*r(.u-J\ ivniuiril tin wi.ing implies,,, n jhut I 
at any rati h a] about liL '•pc. eh and perhaps some others aL., on this 
side of the House. I>« 'Must I think nohod\ would st md up on tin floor 
of tile House and no responsible* man would sa\ rmj in the country that 
any one should evade the meoine-tax As a matter oj fact. I <iu not 
think there can he any eontro\ei*s\ about the st itod objt < 1 of the motion 
that the European Group has nm\od toda\ 1 tlmik Government them¬ 
selves will welcome a motion of that kind because it is calculated to 
strengthen their hands Hut the onl\ object ion that T have tr> that 
motion is the plea that the Honourable the Leader of the European Group 
put forward, namely, that there should be a severity of punishment for 
evasion which he says there lias been in his own country. I am quite 
willing to admit that England is one of the most heavil\ taxed countries 
in the world; it is also a well-known fact that England is also one of the 
most educated countries in the world; it is also a well-known fact that 
England is one of the richest countries in the world; and most iinj>ortnnt. 
of all, it is worthy of note that England is a country which is governed 
by Englishmen and the Government is responsible to the people and the 
taxes which are put upon the people* are put w'ith the people’s own consent. 
On the floor of this Housf we rejected the Finance Bill, and with the 
power.which is not shared In the people that England has in this eountrv, 
the Finance Bill was certified. If the House of Commons had rejected 
the Finance Bill. Englishmen would have had to go and consult their 
people in a general election and a new' Government would have come into 
existence. Therefore. Sir, I would ask the Honourable the Finance 
Member not to take the very mischievous advice of the Honourable the 
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.Leader of the European. Group and chastise those who evade income-tax not 
only with whips but with scorpions. That is what the Leader of the Europ¬ 
ean Group implied when ho said that the fines were trifling. He wants very 
severe punishment; he wants sharp exposure of the offenders. All that 
will come when power is transferred from that side to this s ide. Till then, 

I will only ask the Finance Member to secure our moral sympathy and 
support against the evasion of income-tax, but not to tax the tax-payer 
with a heavier tax, namely, a savage punishment for evasion That would 
be a disastrous thing when the Government have no responsibility whatever 
and when the House has given them no power to tux the people. 

Mr. H. P. Mody (Bombay Millowner*’ Association Indian Com-j 
meree) • Sir. the issue In fore the House is of such a simple end straight¬ 
forward character that I do not think there need have been any disagree¬ 
ment ainomM ourselves. There is no doubt about it *hat a £jreat deal of 
evasion of me. ine-ta\ take- place M\ Honourable friend Mr B Das 
said that a \\,i, a very common ever\-da\ affair 

Mr. B. Das: I <bd not *-a\ that 

Mr. H. P. Mody: He *a»tl it hum,in nature to do it I entireh 

Uglee 

Mr. B. Das: Do y.,u want ti» pay mi\ muonic-tax on .our lureigu in¬ 
vestment- ' 

Mr. H. P. Mcdy : I think this interruption was urmece^.irv, because 
1 was l '»n„ v hole-heart edl\ to auiee with im ilonouraol* tru nd As a 
matter ut t.iei I have uheudv said on tin floor ot tins House that many 
people re>.Mided it a-* a -ort of reiic.ous <iut\ to dodge ih** income-tax 
collector And whether it reliet-ts upon human nature or not, J think I 
was statin./ v.eaj \iik an absolute tact i cannot say that I personally 
know o t a great mam people who do that, but I have not the least doubt 
that a \er\ large numbir of people exist who think ir morally right and 
justifiable that they should try and escape the clutches of the income-tax 
collector That being so, the only question that arises is whether Gov¬ 
ernment propose to take any action, and if so, what My Honourable 
inend who moved this cut referred to the speech of the Finance Member 
in reply to his general observations last year, and he *aid that the Hon¬ 
ourable the Finance Member had generated a certain amount of heat. 
Well, Sir, I also was unable to follow the Honourable the Finance Member 
in his observations last year. It is no reflection upon the Income-tax De¬ 
partment. After all you must remember that there are a great many people 
who are out to cheat the income-tax authorities and who have resources 
and who piobnblv know the rules of the game better than the income-tax 
people And therefore it i< no reflection upon the income-ta* authorities 
that a certain number of people should escape* them, and I do not think 
that mv Honourable friend the Finance Member should take it, as a 
reflection upon those people who are running the ineome-tix law in this 
country. And therefore this is an issue which in my opinion ought to 
receive a verv sympathetic consideration from the Finance Member. When 
however, the Finance Member in his Budget speech this vear 
said that he had received very little advice or guidance from 
those people whom he had openly invited to assist him in this matter, 1 
think ne was right. The fault however is not altogether with the lenders 
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of commercial opinion in this country So far as I am concerned at any 
rate and people in Bombay are concerned, the Finance Member was 
going to that city and those people who were arranging lus pn gramme, 
had asked a number of people to appear before him and to assist him with 
whatever they thought was reasonable in this matter, i at any i*<te was 
willing to appear before the Honourable the Finance Member, but he did 
not turn up and 1 have not the least doubt that when he tours the principal 
cities of India next time, when he goes to Calcutta, Madras and Bombay, 
he will find a few people at any rate who will be able to toll linn some 
thing about the way in which income-tax is evaded and how the control 
can be tightened up The Mover of the out, my Honourable friend 
Mr. Tait, suggested the appointment ot a committee, not necessarily of 
officials but of at least people who know something about Hus business, 
and I flunk it is a suggestion which might be carefully adopted in this 
connection After all the income-tax ■•uth'rUK ^ ma\ nut ho ilu* host 
people to pidge bow far the t."\ h.»m" “va-Io 1 and ' hoi n » azures -diould 
he adopted for the purpose o< get tin' I’ucnf 1 th *t c\:i-i<»p iconic miriuci- 
cial moil ,* tlio\ aro ». if,! with th- me -or t.i\ .m 1 is .i a ^ i <: hi !>'• 

able in givo a him <.r two which nun pi• »\t mt, u^uul. -i.#! tli.*ioh-ir. Sir, 
f subim*. th it iho mi , ji >1 m l of m\ ! h.ii'-urahlo t> u-n i - >o do 1 ■ ■ ho i -o» ,\ed 
\\>th i eii'-idi rahlo Mmpatliy h\ 1 lu- (\ >\ernmont lit in h '« 

As legards the oh-cr\.itu>n ol m\ 11« -u< •ur.iblr hand, Sir Hugh Cocke, 
while it e- true th<(t in Hiieland tho l.o\ i- much inon Manr iifMi p< ople 
who dndg“ the ta\ then than it is her-*, 1 oiituvlv agrei wuh ..hat m\ 
Honourable inend, Mr. hanga Tver lu< ^aid m that connectu>u 1 am not 
sa\ing that because Knghmd is a ?a*h<r eountr\ and India is a poorer 
eountrv, therefore the people an* justified in evading the tax and in (‘soap¬ 
ing this light punishment Thai is not tin* point of mow I like his 
point of \ic\v to be, and that F a point of view with which I am n agree¬ 
ment, that owing to ignorance a great deal of oMwhm m i\ tale* pinci 
which is not neecssarih criminal in intent: and therof«in* Indore t!io machi¬ 
nery of the income-tax law is tightened up and more \ •wr** j»i nod mint 
is meted out to defaulters, a great deal of circumspection requires to be 
exercised. Therefore, Sir, 1 hope that this motion lief ire the House will 
not bo construed as arming the authorities wdth larger powers of mating ou+ 
punishment to defaulters, but as conveying to them the deliberate opinion 
of this House that a great deal of evasion is taking place and that the 
Government, with all their resources, might look into tint question and in 
their examination of it they will he eortaink entitled to assistance from those 
people who know* something about the administration of the Tivorrio tax 
Act. 

Mr. K. P. Thampan (West Coast and Nilgiris: Non-Muhammadan 
Rural)* Sir, may I say a word in this connection? I am speaking about 
tho condition of affairs in Ihe villages and not in big towns like Madras, 
Calcutta, Bombay and other places Before tho introduction of the reforms 
and income-tax became a central subject, income-tax was recovered 
through the agency of the village headman and other revenue 
authorities I remember in mv place the village headman forwarded a 
list of people liable to be assessed to the Be venue Inspector; both 
fthe village headman and the Revenue Inspector knew r more or less inti¬ 
mately about these people, and if thev had anv grievance they had 
naturally the right of making their representations to the Tahsildar. The 
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Tahsildar who was very often a native of the taluq also knew the condi¬ 
tions of the people and so there was no trouble at all. Avoidance of pay¬ 
ment was a good deal less in those days. After the centralisation of 
income-tax n separate agency was created. As a matter of fact now in 
my place there is an Income-tax Officer stationed at Palghat for three 
taluks. r l ins Income-tax Officer whose jurisdiction is wider than a revenue 
division has got only his establishment in his head office. There is no one 
who is in contact with the* people to help him I really do nof know wno 
sends him tin* list of people* of the remote villages who are liable to pay 
income-tax. My own cnnjectin-* i-, th.it In gets his .nforrnetion hom all 
kinds of people, wiih tin* result that there is a good deal of avonhoi-'o or 
evasion of payment of income-lax Another a^pecl of the question is Ihis: 
it- would he eonsidcrahlv cheaper to go hack io the old arrangement. The 
village* oflicer, tie* JJeverme Inspector. the t.divider the Divisional Officer 
and tlie (’ollector are all paid more now than in flu* old days, though 
much ol the work they were doing before has been nde.-sed and taken 
away from them Former!' lie* Collector \ais m ciri»*ge of the District 
Board, salt, income-tax and other tilings, and he is not hkol\ to demur to 
take up the income tax administration aKo So the best wa\ to manage 
income-tax in th(* districts is tore\erl to the old system; and it will .save a 
good deal of expense also Prob.ibl\ the Local (iovernnnnts might want 
a contribution for managing this branch of the admiiml t at inn , and it is 
hut wadi and proper that a certain amount should he given to them. 1 
command this suggestion for the consideration ot the Government 

Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna Reddi (Madras ceded Dudnc.* and Uiittocr: 
.Non-Muhammadan Kui.il;. Sii, when my triend, Mr. 11. J),is said that 
there was a human tendency to a\oid income-tax, I expected he would ue 
habie to be luibiinder&tood in this House, and the Honourable the Leader of 
the European group was not slow m gmng expn s*,ion to in\ expectation. 

I do not think he lias interpreted ionvctly what Mr. Idas meant, when 
lie said that What Mr. Das said was that on account of the over-zealous- 
ncss of the Income-tax Officers they levy income-tax indiscriminately and 
some of those persons who do not have any taxable income are on that 
account brought under their purview, and hence there will be a tendency to 
escape such inhuman and unjust taxes. I think that was what he meant 
when he made that statement; and it is exactly so. When my friend the re¬ 
presentative of the millownors Association, Mr. Mody, supported the state¬ 
ment that there was a good deal of evasion of income-tax in this country, 
I do not flunk he said that with ati\ knowledge of those income-tax 
assesseos who come under lower grades ot incomes I think perhaps he 
spoke on behalf of the class or interest which he represents, that is, the 
millownors. It may be that they arc out to escape the income-tax, and 
for that I invite any rigorous application of rules from the Government. 

I will support Government in then’ endeavour to prevent that; hut when 
he wants to talk about other income-tax assessors who come under lower 
grades. I enter a eaveat M\ friend max laugh at me hut it is a fact, 
and I will be supported by any one who knows am thing about the working 
of the Income-tax Act in the interior villages, that many of those \vho do 
not earn that amount of income also come under its purview. What the 
income-tax assessing officers do is just to issue notices to some persons about 
whom they have got some private information that they earn some income 
and assess them to ineome-lax and ask them to produce their accounts 
And other information. Generally, these small shopkeepers and others do 
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not keep any accounts, and so when they come to the Income-tax Officer 
and say that they do not maintain any accounts, they are assessed arbi¬ 
trarily and the amount has to be paid: and once they come within the 
tax, it continues whether they continue to get any income or not. Once 
an assessee always an assessee—Naturally these people being illiterate, 
even tbough they have to pay lr» m year to year, they are liol able to 
maintain any accounts as required by the Act, so it is more of exaction 
than of evasion that we have to deal with. Instead of stressing that aspect 
tlu* whole debate has taken an one sided affair, that is, regarding the 
evasion oi inionie-law Nov. in.it the niiii'iiumi m»*idi u< e ol the income- 
tax has been lowered, it Js all the mo.e m eessary that ui should confine 
ourselves to the question ol exaction lather than e\a-.ion, because a larger 
number ol person*, will .ome under 11 u pmwea <» tin si- I m ouic-tax Offi¬ 
cers; and so u is all the more nciessaix to *-ee that there should lie tio 
exaction. But not a word lias been said about exaction so far by any ot 
the previous speakers are concerned IA cry thing has been said about 
evasion alone. For instance, take an indiwdual, the motor bus owner no 
doubt he gets 5 or 0 or even 10 rupees a day on lus bus service*. But look 
at the expense, lie has to pay not le^s than Rs 1,000 as tax to the 
Government per year and about 0-8-0 per scat to the District Board, also 
he would have borrowed amount lor the purchase of the bus itseli ; be 
does not keep any account of all these things, in addition lu* has to pay 
interest and the pay of the conductor and driver and running charges; he 
does not keep an account of all those* tilings. What the Government looks 
at is that he earns so much per day, and therefore he comes under that 
category. I say therefore that there will be more cast's of exaction than 
there have been heretofore I do not deny flu* fact that there may be 
cases of evasion; but it is vor\ eas\ for the officers to check the accounts 
and statements in the absence of accounts, and if tliov find that the 
accounts or statements are not correct then they can investigate them and 
bring defaulting people to book But at the same time you must take 
note of this fact also namely exactions 

My Honourable friend the Leader of tin* European Group said that the 
punishment tor defaulters is not so rigorous m this country a s it is in 
England. That has been sufficiently answered by my friend, Mr. Eanga 
Iyer. There are also other reasons In England the tax is lexied oil most 
humanitarian grounds. They lexy income-tax on a person alter 'jiving 
allowance tor his mainteiiaii'-e. hr the maintenance oj his wife and 
children, and il there is any dependant, they rnake allowance for him also, 
and tax bun on the extra income if then* is any So there is no reason 
lo ^ wh\ he should o\ade the paxment ol income-tax. whtieas m 
India iiox'crnment d. not lake an\ note e of th« circumstances 
of an assessee, thex do not take any note ot the peculiar social customs 
of the people nor of the large joint family system undt i which only one 
member earns while there are a number of dependants on him. He may 
have a number of children and a number of daughters to mam for whom 
he may have to give large amounts b\ way of dowry and also incur huge 
marriage expenditure,—all the-c* things the Income-tax Officers do not 
take into consideration, and in assessing an individual they will not make 
any deductions for all this expenditure. That is one thing 

Then with regard to companies, here also thev do not make any allow¬ 
ance for losses in the previous year, and if the assessee gets a little income 
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the next year within the assessable limit, then he is taxed. So I submit, 
Sir, that you should not apply the rule so rigorously in this country as 
you do in England where the conditions are altogether different. 

Further, Sir, here the appellate authority und the authority who levies 
the tax is one and the same person or rather the same departnnnt, where¬ 
as in England the appellate authority is quite different, the representa¬ 
tives oi the people oi th.it county namely. Income-tax Commissioners will 
sit, a s an appellate auth< nt\, and so there is not so much rigour *in 
England Therefore, S/r. for ail these reasons I oppose the Motion moved 
by my friend arid also in vu*\v of the fact that the actual facts ;ae quite 
different from wh-il the Honourable the Mover has stated. 


Mr. B. Sitaramaraju ((iunjum cum Yizagapatam: Non-Muharn- 
madan Kur.d) Sir, 1 ,»jn lar^ejv in agrei ment with the remark-, made by 
tla Honour thh L'entlt'iM.in who has just ^,it down. 1 do admit that the 
avoidi n<‘e oi meome-t.iv 1 ^ bed. but I mist at tile same t me s.iy that 
unjust imposition ot income-tax is wojsc Tlieu* is no judic al control over 
thesi u* rssimiits A Hill o now nw ailing introduction m this House to 
whuli nc -t ot tin* Muiiliris ot the Opposition have appended their signa¬ 
ture*-, and unit*--, and until \\e aie s^tisfiod that the assrsMiuents have been 
properly made, and unless their is ;i guarantee that those assessments 
would he capable of being reviewed by a judicial tribunal, I for one. Sir, 
c«m never have anv s\nipath\ for the proposition put forward which would 
merely strengthen the arms of the executive I know, Sir, that there may 
be in re and there eases ot avoidance of ncome-tax, hut to say that there 
is a large number of such cases is not to pay a compliment to income-tax 
officers. At the saim time, I know ior a fact that there are several cases 
where unjust imposition has been made without any redress. There was 
one Case recent 1 \ where a tax ot a lakh of rupees was niposed on a man 
and the man being unable to pay the Income-tax Officer had to negotiate 
for the sab* of his estate There was nl«o another case in which a heavy 
tax was. imposed on a man and he had to file n petition to declare him¬ 
self insolvent Several listanees of that kind can bo multiplied, and I 
surprised that my Honourable, friend Air. Alody had no sympathy .... 

Mr. H. P. Mody: It is entireh beside the issue. 


Mr. B. Sitaramaraju : It is n<»i entireh beside the i^ue, because when 
\ou sjp tha 4 there is an avn’-h.iv ■ . ♦ !!■'*• •i e-tif you do not at the 
same tune udma tn.it there n \<r\ main i injustice done hv wav 
nf implying he.i\\ taxat’on. that would he avoiding a mater* .1 pomt in 
issia I for • *ne am imt prewired to support any proposition which would 
go to sunport the arms t ,f the executive unless such judicial control is 
accorded to m 


Sir Hari Singh dour (iVn'r.d Province* Hindi Ihvi-i.ns- Non-Muham¬ 
madan) . Sir, l did not inf,-lid to take part in this dehate. hut 1 should be 
fn.lm<' ii ni\ dn1\ if ! did not inform the Members „n this side of the House 
what are the implications, of the motion moved hv Mr Tait T should have 
expected that, after the lur’d eloquence on the last occasion when he 
indulged » generalities ami avoided specific recommendations, he would he 
content with the assurance that was given to him by the Finance Member, 
but now that, lie lias returned to the charge with the same vagueness, with 
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the same generalities and with no constructive suggestions, I feel surprised 
whether the Honourable gentleman lias not contracted some son. of mono¬ 
mania or, shall I say, magalonianm for evasions and avoidanto of this 
tax. Max I remind the Honourable the Mover of this Resolution that the 
question of avoidance or evasions is not really germane to income-tax. 
We have the customs duties, and l am quite sure that the Honourable 
gentleman when ho goes 1<> England, opt iw a closed box ol cigars because 
he finds that an open box is not liable to customs duty. (Laughter.) And 
1 have no doubt that Honourable oeeiipants ol benches on the other side 
follow bis good lead m lha 1 d ivetion It you have a scent bottle, ,\ou rip 
open its cover and lake a tew drop*, into your handkerchief, not because 
\ou not'd that refresher, but because if a full bottle was to cross the 
channel it would be subjected to a heavy dutv m the port of London 
(Laughter ) 

Honourable Members entirely forget that whenever a person lias to do 
an act or malm a statement against li s personal or pecuniary interest, 
there i.s alwuxs a disposition to make a statement most favourable to him¬ 
self. It I*- a pan of the human trail, and 1 sax to tin- Honourable gentle¬ 
men occupying tlie centre group that nobody on this of the House has 
any object oil,—indeed we are entirely at one with the underlying purpose 
of this Resolution. Our difinuiltie- become appaieut the moment we 
descend from the cloudy Inights ot generalities into the diM\ level of 
particulars Let us now come to elo^e quarter*. and ask wb.it is the spec fie 
recommendation which lie xxmild ask the 1'in.mee Member to translate into 
action? Ou that the Honourable tin Mover of the Resolution was ominous¬ 
ly silent, and knowing that fact, bis leader i.in to lu.. rescue, but m running 
to his rescue, I am afraid, he lias run with a hurry without making any 
speed lie said that the time lias now come when everybody should be 
called upon to file a compulsory statement of bis income Nov , I xv sh to 
ask the Honourable the Mover, the Honourable the Leader of the European 
Group, as everybody is not liable to pax inoome-tav how can you call upon 
everybody lo prepare and file a statement** An* xou going to introduce, 
some sort of Doomed ax Look in ibis country and ask everybody to prepare 
on the first day of our Lord a statement and then sanctimoniously hurry to 
the nearest post office or the Income-tax Department and file it and say, 
“This is my confession of taith for the ensuing year 

Sir HaghOocke: I was careful to explain that point T did not say that 
everybodv should be called upon to file a statement; I said that those who 
were liable should be called to file a statement 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: If my friend were a lawyer, lie would understand 
that he has got into a \minus circle. How do you know that the man is 
liable unless be prepares bis statement ’* Why should lie prepare a state¬ 
ment? Because he is liable. As mv Honourable friend Sir Abdur Rahim 
has pointed out, he has got into deeper waters than the Honourable the 
Mover of the motion by making that suggestion. We have been often told 
that the shoemaker should be wary of going beyond his last, and gentlemen 
who wish to advise upon matters which are fhe special domain of lawyers 
should indeed bo wary before they offer their advice. Then we are told 
by the Honourable the Leader of the European Group that you must pillory 
everybody who has been found guilty of evasion and avoidance. The very 
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man who taxes is the man who is the final judge. Then, my Honourable 
friend on the other side says that such is the law of England. I wish 
again my Honourable friend to go and consult some lawyer expert in the 
English Jaw of income-tax. The whole procedure in England is diametri¬ 
cally opposed to the procedure prescribed by the Indian taxing law. You 
have Income-tax Commissioners who are drawn from the people, who 
assess the tax. You have then Income-tax Commissioners who are drawn 
from the people, who modify the tax and hear appeals against that tax. 
You have the* High Court and special commissioners who modify and hear 
final appeals. '1 hey au* all ri presentatives of the people, chosen by the 
people, and trusted of the pe^jih* Then, you have a whole s \ aem of 
judiei.d machine,r\ for (lie purpose of eontr >lling undue assessments upon 
tli e nsscssce Have you got that machinery here? As my Honourable 
friend Air Ihiju very pertinently pointed out, that income-tax law' here is a 
relic of the old bureaucratic sxstem of hie volo. hie jubeo order. “This is 
what T wish, this is wdiat I ordain.” It is an entirely antediluvian system, 
against winch Members on the Opposition Benches have registered a 
written protest, and it, is not as uiv Honourable friend has pointed out, 
that that largely signed Bill is sti’l awaiting introduction. It has been duly 
introduced, and some of us have written to the Honourable the Finance 
Member to co-operate with us in sounding public opinion before its further 
progress during tie* m-xt Simla se^sr-n What response we shall get to 
our \er\ ju**t appeal I wa.t to >*••' But the question with which we are 
directly eone»*r»i#*d here is this. \Ye all admit, and w'e must admit, that 
in a’l taxation md pattieul.uh in the case of the income-tax, there must 
be evasions and avoidance, but that is not the main question. The ques¬ 
tion is not that (here s evasion and avoidance, the question is whether 
the doctor's cure would not he wo>^»* than the disease And that is a point 
upon which Honourable Member** >n this side of the House are not at one 
with the Honourable Members in the Centre Group 

What remedy can \ou suggest for the purpose of mitigating the evil? 
That is the whole question with which w’e are concerned 

Then, it has been pointed out by my Honourable friend Mr. Thampan 
that we have now a new system of procedure, and that the special assessing 
department that has been installed ever since income-tax became a central 
subject 1 i,h led tn lari v abuse** Thos.* are almse.s implicit and inherent 
in the system Wlien you give a»\ department the sole control and right 
of levying taxes, and whether you wisli or not. the assessor believes that his 
efficiency will ho judged by the measure of success that he attains in 
collecting money tor his masters, there is always an incentive. I do not 
say you encourage it, but I say that there is always an incentive inherent 
in the system,— that the Income-tax Officers are inclined to become over¬ 
zeal mis in the discharge of their duties. Therefore, what w'e now require 
is a salutary control over their over-zealous discharge* of duty. 

Houourab’e Members have said that w r o must have a committee. That 
is a question to which l think there can he but one reply. Only yesterday, 
w'e heard from Sir Ahdur Kahitn and his colleague Mr. Mitra, and w r e 
agreed with them that when you have been spending largo sums of money 
upon committees and commissions which turn out voluminous reports that 
load the archives of the Government, of India and are afterwards forgotten 
and never given effect to—what is the good of having one more committee? 
If iny Honourable friend, Mr Tn it, who seems to be an expert in this sub¬ 
ject, is taken into the confidence of the Finance Member— he seems to 
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know, or he seems to have a particular knowledge of evasions, and he will 
tell him how evasions take place. I know, Sir, that the Income-tax 
Officers do employ informers, and the informers go and give information 
winch is out of all proportion to the reality of the facts for which they 
vouch, that has led to the accumulated volume of public opinion against 
the Income-tax Department. It is true that the Honourable the Finance 
Member lus time and again from his place supported that department. 
1 ha\e nothing whatever to say against the personnel of the department, 
and 1 do not think that any Member on this side of the House is saying 
am thing against the personnel of that department. What they are 
attacking is the virion* system, the s\stem that lends to abuse, and it is a 
system therefore which must be speedily, if not immediately, put an end 
to. 

One more word and 1 have done. We know as a matter of fact that 
income-lav wii! m thi \( r\ n< hiterr or a e iinrn ol 11 1 »‘ Loral Go\ern- 
mui 1 ^. (“(.^iH>tion" from the European Group.) M\ Honourable friends 
no flu other side sn\ “(Question’At .tin rale if it is a quiMion. it is a 
question winch can admit of two answers It will either entirely go to 
the Lo^il Governments, as tbc\ demand, nr they will certainly have a 
slictiv therein But, wliether it i* one or the other, the taet remains that 
the future of income-tax is on the lap of the gods, and 1 have been of 
opinion that we should not now change the policy for the purpose of tight- 
tiling .up the collection ul income-tax till we realh knew where we arc. 
If it- is a concern of the Central Government in the future constitution, 
then let the luturc constitutionalists, who will take our place, decide how 
they will lev\ that tax If, on the other hand, it goes out ol our cognisance 
and becomes a matter for provincial legislation, you would be anticipating 
their decision by launching out on a scheme of our ow*n which, on fuller 
consideration, we mav find not only to have been premature but perhaps 
positiudy mischievous. 

Mr. 0. 0. Biswas (Calcutta* Non-Muhammadan CrhanC 1 was not 
present when the Mover of this Resolution spoke, but from the speeches 
of the last speaker, I gather that lie entered some sort of protest against 
the avoidance or evasion of income-tax which is now supposed to be going 
on, and that there ha\e been protests from this side of the House against 
some of the proposals which have been put forward from the centre 
Benches. The objection, it seems to me. it T hn\e been able to follow the 
speeches correct l\ is against the suggestion to further tighten up the 
income-tax law m order to ensure that no one who is liable to paunenf of 
the tax docs escape taxation Sir, 1 must confess that I do not quite 
appreciate the attitude of those who wish to maintain that people who are 
undf r the law liable to taxation should not be taxed As to whither or 
not evasions of the income-tax arc going on on an extensive scale I have 
no information, hut it is common property in Calcutta at am rale, that 
various parties who have at thmr command a sufTie.enfly long purse have 
the means of avoiding flieir |ii>.{ obligations under the income-tax law. 
(Mr. B. Das “Ts that so ,,,, | M\ friend over there may express surprise 
that this is so, but thev must be as much aware of such reports about, eva¬ 
sion of taxes as anybody else in this House, only that some of my friends 
mav not wish to admit that fact on the floor of the House. I am at one 
with Sir Hari Singh Gour and others in saying that the rigours of the 
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income-tax law ought to be lightened, that its administration must be- 
made less irksome, that the Income-tax Officers should behave with greater 
consideration towards the public. Upon that, there can be no question. 
There have been instances within my own knowledge and that of other 
Honourable Members, where income-tax officers were unduly severe. I 
know ot cases where, for instance, for very good and valid reasons parties 
have asked for a short postponement of tlie dale tor production of papers 
and documents, but the Income-tax Officer ha-» peremptorily refused such 
application and has proceeded, after refusing such application, to deal 
with the case as if no proper return had been submitted. These ar* real 
hardships against which all of us ought to enter our protest, and it is up to- 
the authorities here to see that such unduly severe proceedings are not 
allowed. Then, again, I will not sav it is common experience, but it is 
the experience of many of ns, that the Tneome-tax Officer when confronted 
with some diffieultx or other, invariably goes up to his superior authority, 
the authority which later on might lmvc to hear the appeal in that case. 
The Income-lax Officer goes to him and takes his directions, and he pro¬ 
ceeds to make the assessment m accordance with such directions. The 
result is that when an appeal is taken to that higher authority, the appeal 
turns out to be pureh iJIuson. because the judgment of the Income-tax 
Officer was dr facto the judgment ot the appellate authority, although it 
did not purport to be so. I am quite aware that, in reply to certain 
questions which were pill in this House, the House was informed that 
directions w T ere being issued in order tr prevent anything of that kind 
happening. 1 only hope that the instructions will be scrupulously follow'- 
od by those for whom they aiv meant. The instructions are to this effect, 
that if an Income-tax Officer finds if necessary to consult his superior 
officer in regard to am case, then that superior authorit\ will not hear 
the appeal. 

Then, Sir, hardships of a different character are well known to many 
<»i us. 1 refer to those eases where small holders of Government securi¬ 
ties have to submit to the deduction of income-tax cn their securities at 
the source at the maximum rate, and m mo«*t cases it happens that 
although the parties concerned are entitled to apph for a refund, the 
procedure involved m apph mg for a iefund is found to be so inconvenient 
that the deduction is never claimed. Poor Hindu widows, Muhammadan 
widows, minors and various other parties similar! \ situated have found it, 

I will not say impossible to, but as a matter ol fact the\ do not, appiy 
for Mime reason or other Therefore this deduction of income-tax at the 
maximum rate at tin* source < n the interest of Government securities does 
often mvoI \ i * r great hardship to persons who are hardly m a position to 
bear it There are many directions in which there can be no doubt the 
inceme-tax law ought to be modified so as to light* n the burden upon 
the taxpayers as much as possible without at the same time endangering 
revenue 

I will not refer now to tin* question of the ran > of taxes, because for 
present purposes it must b< taken as no longci an open point The rates 
arc uiiduh high m certain ca^s. Then, again, the lowering of the limit of 
taxation which bad to be imposed reconth, that again entails a great 
hardship on a large number of people who should have been exempted from 
the payment of income-tax altogether. While I concede all this, the fact 
cannot be gainsaid that there are still many loopholes left through which 
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it 4s possible for many people who do not deserve any sympathy whatso¬ 
ever to escape. My own feeling is lhat such a thing is hardly possible in 
most cases except with the connivance of the Income-tax Officers them¬ 
selves, or at any rate, if not with their connivance, at any rate through 
lack of vigilance on their part. 

There is just one other matter to which 1 might refer in this connec¬ 
tion, and that is the provisions of the section which provides ior'assessincnt 
of iiienni ‘-tax on incomes which had escaped assessment originally. Section 
34 Jays down that if ll is found that am one lias escaped the payment of 
income tax or has been umier-asse<M*d, then the income-tax authorities 
may pi .coed against him </<■ nova or proceed against him lor the recovery 
ot the deficiency within one year Sir. tins limit of one year I think is 
much loo short, and n does admit of abuse in mam ways. What happens 
ib this. Suppose am partv finds if possible, by arrangement with the 
particular Income-tax Officer, to escape, thi payment of the full share of 
hn proper lax, and if that particular officer remains in office for one year, 
then the chances of detection me reduced to ml. (Jcncrallv.—I suppose 
that ip a lacf.--Income-tax Officers are not transferred very frequently 
from one pl;u*e to another. You can safely lake more than one year as 
the period during which Ik* will remain at a particular place. If, on the 
other hand, instead of making it one \ear. you exlend the period, it is 
more likely that another officer mev conn* later on to Ihe same section, 
and the very fact that another will he there, to whom it will be open to 
check the assessments made during the preceding period, will itself act 
as a deterrent on am particular officer from making am arrangements 
with am paitv Either \ou extend that period of one sear to tw'o or three 
years, or see to it that your officers art* more frequently changed from one 
office to another I know this does involve a reflection on the officers con¬ 
cerned, hut T venture to suggest that an inquiry might he made by the 
"Finance Department into this matter to ascertain whether or not there is 
am ground for the apprehensions expressed. 

Then there are certain defects in section 41 As a matter of fact 
there has been a decision of the Calcutta High Court, to which I do uot 
wish to refer at length, which has held that after an assessec dies, it is 
not open t>o the income-tax authorities to proceed against his legal repre¬ 
sentatives I do not see why that should be m>. My point is this: if we 
have got to pay the tax, let us all lie placed on the same basis. I do 
not like the idea that I should ha\e to pay my 'nil quota, whereas my 
iriend over then* will somehow’ or other manage to escape That is not 
fair. As my Honourable friend, Sir Hari Singh (lour, has pointed out, 
you cannot help evasions of am law, however stringent the law may be, 
but if there are patent defects in the* law, then there is no reason why you 
should not remove those defects or any possible loopholes which you can 
anticipate. That is my view I know of a ease whore the executor of an 
estate was served with a notice of assessment on behalf of the estate which 
be was representing Proceedings went on up to a certain point, and 
then that executor died Another executor came in his place, and this 
-executor took the point that under section 41 he was not liable. The pro¬ 
ceedings which had been taken against the former executor, it was said, 
came to an end on the death of that executor, and could not be revived 
against the present executor. The present executor could be held liable 
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in respect, of only the period that he was in office. Sir, that point has* 
been token, I know. The point has not yet been finally settled in the 
sense that the High Court has not yet had an opportunity of pronouncing 
a final opinion on that question. Hut T think. Sir, the law ought not to be 
left in any state of uncertainty. You have in section certain categories 
of persons specifically mentioned. There is no reason wliv you should not 
specifically include also the ease of an executor Therefore T say, if you 
examine the matter impartially, there can be no quest ion that there are 
many directions in which the law can be improved, T mean, not in the 
sense of tightening its rigour, hut for the purpose of securing that those 
who are liable are really made to pay. That is all I have to sn' 

Several Honourable Members: The question may now he put. 

Sir Abdur Rahim (Calcutta and Suburbs: Muhammadan Urban): 
Mr. President, T shall not take much lime ol the House. I am sorry I 
was not. present when the Honourable Member, Mi. Tait, moved his 
motion, hut, as I gather. Ik hn** not put forward m.v definite proposition 
bolo’v this I Ions*-* lie has complained ol the laxity of the administration 
of the income-tax law and suggested that the penalties provided in the 
Act should he m.»dt heavier and more deterrent than at present. Well, 
that !■> a pioposition o{ a wry general character, and as has been rightly 
pointed out b\ my Honourable Iriend, Sir llari Singh Chair, it docs not 
lead :mw>*c ;m\'* 1 '«-•*’■* 1 wi*di snecialh to point out this that the incorne- 

l i\ !a’\ ... .! e i nut o| •• eh.i"Me*«*r winch lie- satisfied am portion of the 
public r l In-re are provK-no in ji which do require re-examination in the 
IilIiI oT the expeltenee we have had of its administration Sir, if the 
suggest ion w.is tha» the whole of the income-tax law ought to he reviewed 
and a fresh Act drafted then w*e should he prepared to support such a pro¬ 
position As regards the evasion of income-tax and of the Tncome-tax 
Officer. T do not think that is a phenomenon that obtains only in this 
eountn As has been pointed out so niceh l>\ Sir llari Singh Gour. 
customs duties in Europe, for instance, are systematically avoided,—and 
1 know they are avoided by persons placed in very high positions in life, 
persons vcr\ rich They think that to evade the customs officers in different 
countries is no crime at all I do not think this statement, will he challeng¬ 
ed by anyone The tax-gatherer has never been popular in any country, 
and T am sure he is not so in England and has never been so if I have 
rend the historv of that little inland aright-. But one serious point which 
I w r ant to bring to the notice of the House is this Under the Finance Bill 
as it has been passed b\ Government, 850.000 assessoes have been added 
to the list. T want the Government just to imagine what that means. 
Government have provided for. T believe. 18 lakhs of rupees in order to 
meet the expense whieli the administration of the law, as now extended, 
will involve. 350,000 nsscsspes means a very large number of people 
whom the Income-tax Officer w r ill have to assess, men w’hose incomes are 
onlv Bs 1,000. That would mean a class of people who are not in the 
habit of keeping accounts, such ns, small shopkeepers, small traders# and 
men who do very small business in all parts of the country. Sir, I really 
shudder to think, when the Act is in full force, and wdien 350.000 people 
are brought under t.he operation of the income-tax gatherers, what the 
political consequences will be. Nohodv likes to pay income-tax and when 
vou are going to exact n certain amount- of money from people with such 
a small income ns Bs. 1.000, vou mav take it- that the popularity of Gov¬ 
ernment will diminish in that proportion. T am really afraid that one 
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certain result of the extension of the income-tax to this large class of 
people with ver\ small incomes will be that the political unrest in the 
country will bo aggravated. I should therefore like to warn the Govern¬ 
ment to see that the administration of the Act is so carried on that the 
least hardship may be caused to the large class of people now brought under 
the operation of the Act. I feel that when T am giving this warning and 
advice to the Government, I am not exaggerating the situation I believe 
that 1 hev themselves will realise that it is rather a serious undertaking to 
assess &)(),(KM) people in the country, and they cannot be too careful in 
seeing that the administration of the Act is not carried on unduly harshly. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member): Sir, in some 
respects inv task in replying to the original motion is a somewhat easy 
one for, if I am to oppose the motion, I think I have had a good deal 
of support, tor that line of action coining from iny Honourable friends 
opposite. Rut 1 am sure that they will not quarrel with me, if, though 
1 welcome their support, I prefer to put im own case in a slightly 
different wa\. I think it is ver\ important that we should endeavour to 
be clear as to the exact issue which is before the House, and I confess 

that, although im Honourable friend from Bomlnn, Mr. Mod\, saM that 

the issue was a ver\ clear and simple one, I was—at least until he bad 
spoken and thrown the illuminating light on the subject which he generally 
throws on any situation,—in sumo difficulty in understanding exact 1\ what 
was the ease with which J have had to deal 1 have trad to clear up 
inv own mind on the subject and 1 will if I ma\ In to clear up Iho 

minds of Honourable Members in the House on tho issues 

In the first place. I would like to sav at once that I am not concerned 
with the moral issues, I am looking at this matter eiitnvh from a business 
point of view. Although I am sure all of us are gr.itctul for the illuminat¬ 
ing confessions about lus own human weaknesses m the matter of evading 
Customs duties which fell from the lips of ni\ Honourable friend the 
Leafier of the Nationalist Part\, we need not really concern oursches w'ith 
that aspect of the matter. Now, Sir, if 1 come hack to the speech of 
m> Honourable friend on im right, who moved this motion I think I 
might interpret what lie said m three alternative ways. In the first 
place, he did sav that his reason for moving this cut was his dis- . 
satisfaction with the reply which I had given in the* case which he made 
last November in my Budget, speech. That is a point w'hich T can 
explain later. The second possible interpretation—and I am very much 
afraid that this is the interpretation which mv, Honourable friend himself 
would put on his motion—is this; that there does exist in this country 
today an abnormal amount of evasion of income-tax which by the 
exercise of ordinary efficiency on the part of the Income-tax Department 
we could prevent, and that,, if w T e could prevent that, wo. should achieve 
such revolutionising effects in our returns of income-tax that w T e should 
be able to relieve other tax-pavers to the extent of several crores. Sir, 
if that is mv Honourable friend's case, I must contest, it to the last 
ditch. The third possible interpretation is this, that there exists in India 
today, as in all countries, a substantial amount of avoidance of income-tax. 

I might further expand this interpretation by saying that, conditions being 
what they are in India, the extent of the avoidance of taxation which 
goes on here may be larger than it is in other countries which have a 
higher standard of education and a smaller area to be covered by Govern¬ 
ment authorities in collecting a tax of this kind,— as for example in 
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.England. But,—to continue this interpretation of the case,—it is, as I 
have already said, that there is in India <a substantial amount of evasion 
as in all other eountr.es and that it is the duty of Government to pay 
vigilant attention to the matter, to be constantly endeuvouring to improve 
&nd make more efficient their machinery for preventing this evasion, and 
to be ready to listen to suggestions which may come from tlie business 
community or from other unofficial quarters as to improvements which 
they could effect. If that is mv Honourable friend’s ease. I am perfectly 
prepared to accept, it. 

Now, Sir, going hack over these three interpretations, I am sure the 
House will appreciate that 1 did not attempt to deal exhaustively with this 
case of evasion of income-tax in rny Budget Speech. 1 am sure the 
House v\ ill agree with me that my Budget speech was Jung enough without 
that and that there was no room for its enlargement to the extent that 
would he\e been i). cessnrs on that particular topic. But 1 did try to 
put in a few words some account of what 1 had done since this matter 
was discussed last No\ember. 1 think my Honourable friend is perhaps 
a little ungracious in ha\ing characterised that account as totally unsatis¬ 
factory and insufficient. lie knows perfeeth well that I ha\e been in 
correspondence with the members of hB Group, and that 1 have expressed 
m\ willingness to discuss their suggestions in detail with them as soon 
as the urgent pn ssnre of work which hills upon a Finance Member's 
shoulders duripy ;}ie flM-nssuu of the Budget and Demands for Grants 
is over 1 repeat the assurance winch I have given that I am verv anxious 
to go into the points which im Honourable friends have raised and to 
consider whether there n room for some improvement in our machinery. 

Then. Sir, il I turn to the second interpretation, an interpretation 
which implies th.it there w an abnormal amount of evasion go.iig on 
wlicli could be stopped by the exercise of the ordinary efficiency, and 
which would unproxe our ie\cnue in teinis of croies, i must take the 
line that my Honourable fnend lias cut.rely failed to establish liis case 
He said lie would have bleed to hear from me how we, on further 
consideration, viewed the figure^ winch he put forward last November. 

I thought that I had given some answer to him in the course of the 
debates in November. My Honourable friend’s case rested mainly on 
this ground, that according to statistics which lie collected from Burma 
it was clear that if in Bengal there was the same efficiency of collection 
as he maintained was exercised in Burma, then we should gain three or 
four crores. I doubted the figures on which mv Honourable friend based 
his case. But T took the broad line with him that it was quite impossible 
for us to believe that we had in the Income-tax Department in Burma 
an example of all that was perfect, of the greatest possible efficiency 
which could be .achieved in this world, whereas in Calcutta we went to 
the other extreme and reached the actual basic limit of inefficiency. I put 
it to him that on the face of it that was an impossible thesis. Since then, 
I have had most carefully examined the statistics on which he based his 
case. T am afraid it will he impossible for me to go through those figures 
in the. time available to-dav, hut 1 should he very glad to furnish my 
Honourable friend with what T think he will accept as a complete answer 
to that particular line of argument. Nevertheless, mv Honourable friend 
repeats, as far as I understood him, the case which he put forward before 
and he bases his argument entirely on his ow*n “conviction’*. In the 
meanwhile since last November, I have, as I informed the House, taken 
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such opportunity us was possible to consult with the various business 
organisations on this matter. It was, 1 am airaid, as ni t v Honourable 
friend Mr. Mody has pointed out, impossible for me to go down to Bombay 
and meet certain business representatives there, but J did have the 
occasion to go very fully into the matter in Calcutta, and 1 confess that 
I was disappointed with the way m which evidence came forward for 
establishing this case for evasion. My Honourable friend admits that 
low, and his answer is that it would be foolish, and it must surely have 
been beyond anything that 1 could have expected, to hope ttiat 1 should 
get- from himself and his business associates any direct, evidence of evasion. 
But 1 put it to my Honourable friend that, while it may be very difficult 
tor him to produce that evidence, nevertheless if he spoke entirely without 
evidence from what did he derive his conviction M It is a little hard to 
understand the line which m\ i In.i.-.uahli hvmfa mi the right are taking. 
It seems to me that the case is rather hhe tins, if 1 rna\ give him 
homeh example Supposing one of ni\ Honourable friends is held up 
between Old Delhi and New’ Delhi for exceeding the speed limit in his 
motor car, and he asks the policeman who holds him up, what evidence 
he has got that he w r ns driving at sixtv miles an hour. The policeman 
says, “I have not. got a stop-watch. 1 do not know’ But }' nu nave a 
speedometer in vour car and you must know whether \<>u have exceeded 
the speed limit ” It seems to me that that is rather the line which my 
Honourable friends are taking If the\ expect us to accept the position 
that there fa a large amount of culpable evasion on the scale which mv 
Honourable friend’s figures indicated, then 1 do submit that it is up to 
them to produce at least some evidence to us of concrete cases T would 
go further and say that their general line of argument is—and it was 
implied in what It'll from the IToimiiruMt tie- Mover—their general line of 
argument is that w r e who work in Government offices in some way or 
o + her divest ourselves of that matter-ol-lact common scum which we 
might have enjoyed wdien wo were indulging in other and more profitable 
occupations. That I take it implies that my Honourable friend, who still 
enjoys that easier and more profitable form of life, does in his own person 
preserve that matter-of-fact common sense which lie so much admires 
and of which I, apparently, and my official colleagues have long ago 
divested ourselves. T appeal to my Honourable friend, why does he not 
come forward to give us the benefit of that matter-of-fact common sense 
and tell us how we can overcome this great evil on which he has enlarged 
so eloquently before the House? I think tVinj, on these lines the case 
put forward is, if I may say so, an unreasonable one. But I do not wish 
to stress that point too much and T hope that on reflection both the Honour¬ 
able the Mover and thn*-** W’ho sit with him on those Benches will be able to 
accept the third and the more modest interpretation which I have given 
to their position, the interpretation that is that there is evasion, that is a 
normal feature of the administration of income-tax law in anv country, 
that the probabilities are that it exists owing to the nature of the cas© to 
a larger extent in India than in some other countries, and that it is our 
duty to do our best by detailed measures to improve the machinery which 
we have for preventing it. On those grounds T am prepared to discuss the 
matter with my Honourable friend. 

Now, I have here material which could easily form the subject of a 
speech for another hour and a half, dealing fully with 12 suggestions that 
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have come recently from the Bombay Chamber of Commerce and with 
half-a-dozen other suggestions which have come from other quarters, but 
I do not propose to go through those to-day. I propose to discuss them 
with my Honourable friends A good many of them will require legislation 
in some form or other, and judging from what has fallen from the lips 
of my Honourable and learned friend the Leader of the Nationalist Party, 
I think a good many of them will encounter a fairly strong opposition in 
this House. That does not mean that we shall not necessarily proceed 
with them, but the matter is not quite so simple as my Honourable friends 
think and it does require very careful consideration as to the exact form 
in which we should put lorward these proposals. Now, I do not want to 
frighten the House by what I have said. The proposals which I nave in 
my mind and which would require legislation are all fairly simple and 
not of a very drastic nature, and I am afraid I cannot hope that they 
are going to produce any very sensational results. They are exactly of 
the nature of the measures to which I have already referred, small points 
of detail which will to some extent tighten up our machinery and 
thus, we hope, improve its efficiency. It is measures of such a kind 
which we have been considering, and which we are prepared further to 
discuss; land if there are any other suggestions on those lines, whether 
they come from my Honourable friends on my right or from my Honour¬ 
able friends opposite, I say here that we shall be very glad to receive 
them and that- we shall give them our most careful consideration. I think, 
Sir, that is all that I need say on the subject. Before I sit down, I 
would therefore sum up what I have said by inviting my Honourable 
friends on my right to accept the modest, and I think I may say the 
common sense, interpretation which I have put upon the motion moved 
by my Honourable friend; and, having taken it in that light, I would 
suggest to them that, in \ie\v of what I have now said, they should not 
press the matter to a division. 

Mr. John Tait: Sir. T do not propose to take up much time of the House 

j p ^ because T feel that I have more or less established my case as 
■* ’ regards evasion of income-tax With probably one exception the 
'Honourable th»* Leader of the Independent Tarty every other speaker lias 
elearh admitted that evasion does exist and does exist to a serious extent. 
M\ Honourable friend Mr. Das went further and pleaded with Government 
to make it m >re easy for the evasion to continue Several of his friends 
made ,m attempt to whitewash that speech which was an extraordinary 
statement, but T am afraid they signally failed to do so. However, the 
fact remains that there was not one single speaker who got up to say that 
evasion did not in fact prevail 

There was much complaint made about the oppressive taetics of the 
Income-tax Department, and with that I have a fair amount of sympathy. 
But I do contend that the fact that honest people are harassed bv the 
Income-tax Department is no argument that dishonest people should be 
allowed to escape. It is one of our complaints that the time and energy of 
the Income-tax Department is in a great mnnv cases expended fruitlessly 
in harassing honest people when their time could be much better employed 
in Peking for new assessees. 

It w r as somewhat difficult to find from the speech of the Honourable 
the Loader of the Nationalist Partv wdint his attitude towards evasion of 
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income-tax was, but one thing that was clear Jrom his opening remarks was 
that there is verj little regarding evasion which the Honourable gentleman 
is not perfectly aware of. 

However, we are very grateful indeed to the Honourable the Finance 
Member for what has fallen from him today and 1 can say that he will be 
perfectly justified in taking all the three alternative interpretations as the 
purport of mv speech. However, as he has given u& an assurance that it 
is intended to institute such measures as circumstances may require to put 
matters right and that we will have an opportunity of discussing these 
things with him, I think our ease is met. We have no intention of being 
unreasonable at all. We still adhere to the view that very extensive 
evasion is practised in the country, and because of that other people are 
paving more than thin ought to do. However, as lie has said the matter 
can be best discussed in eominittoe or at a meeting; that meets our cas,- 
and therefore. Sir, m \irw of these circumstances, with a our permission and 
with the lea\o of the House, I desire to withdraw’ iny motion. 

Mr. President: ITas the Honourable Member ]oa\r of the House to 
withdraw’ his motion? 

Several Honourable Members: W 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member h \s not cot the leave of the 
House to withdraw. 

The question is * 

“That the Demand under the head Executive Council’ he ieduced by Its 100.*’ 

The motion was negatived. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Twont\ Minutes Past Two 
of the Clock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Twenty Minutes Past Two 
of the Clock. Mr. President in the Cha ; r. 


Jnclianisnlion of the Army 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division • Muhammadan Rural): 
Sir, I beg to move: 

“That the Demand under the head ‘Executive Council* he reduced by Rs. 100.” 

It is a subject w’hich has been debated mnnv times in this House for a 
very long time, and again T wtah to bring to the notice of the Government 
and of this Honourable House how far this subject has advanced and what 
achievement India has made since the beginning of the reforms. 

In 1023, T moved on the 24th January a Resolution w’hich was worded 
as follows : 

“This Assembly recommends to His Excellency the Governor Genera! in Connell 
to be pleased to get King’s Commission for Indians by direct recruitment and by 



THE GENERAL BUDGET—LIST OF DEMANDS. 


2119 


(promotion from the rank of Viceroy’s Commissioned Officers in such number that 
vacancies in the Indian Regiments be in future filled by such Indian Officers only 
till all Indian Regiments are wholly Indianised.” 

My object in moving this Resolution was that it should apply to the 
regiments in which the sepovs were Indians and I confined it to Indians 
when I used the words “Indian Regiments” that is that it should apply 
only to those regiments where the sepoys are Indians, and it did not con¬ 
cern tlit* British troops at all; find while moving that Resolution, I said 
nt that time what 1 am ready to say now: 

“I am not actuated by any racial feeling and I do not wish to minimise in any way 
the great services rendered to the Indian Army bv the British officers for a very long 
time pa«rt British officers in India have played a great part in teaching discipline 
to the Ind'an Arrnv and in maintaining peace and order in the country. The great 
quality of a Britisher of knowing his duty is well known to all Members of this 
Honourable Ilou^e, .mil the whole Hnuw, I hope, will agree with me and will support 
me in appreciating the services which B"itLh officers have been rendering to India 
They ba\e taught Mich good discipline that the fruits of it were found on the battle¬ 
fields of France, Mesopotamia, Palestine. South Africa China and other places 
Briti-h officei s have led the Indian troops in a renuikable wav. and they have won 
groat fame for the Indian Army ” 

T still pay 11 1 m t tribute to British officers serving m Indian regiments; 
and when I move this cut and bring the same* Resolution forward for 
consideration, it is not in nn\ wa\ because T minimise the great services 
rendered b\ the British officers serving in the Indian Army; mv intention 
is totally different: and it is this, as it was then, that the Indian officers 
who arc* the Viceroy's Commissioned Officers serving in the Indian regi¬ 
ments. with a few exceptions, ns I will show have proved their worth on 
many battlefield.- and the} have rendered such signal services that, m 
spue of their haying m*\vr received proper education or the training that 
is "given to tin* British Officer at Sandhurst, these people proved their worth 
during the war and that they were second to none in their loyalty, m their 
valour and m their ability to lead troops. This fact was very well recognised 
by His Excellency the late Lord Rnwlinson when he wn«* replying to my 
speech. Ho said: 

“In tbe first instance, during the war and sirce. 371 Honorary King’s Commissions 
have been granted mainly as war rewards to Indian Officers holding the Viceroy’s 
Commission m the Indian Army. In addition to these, there are now some 66 Indian 
Officers holding the full King’s Commission and serving m the Regular Indian Army, 
or doing the normal penod of attachment with a British regiment . . . ." 

He further said : 

“Manv of them have received the King's Commission, largely as a rewaid for 
gallantry and distinguished service m the field and yve shall confirm* to iccogmse 
such distinguished services bv the grant of further King's Commissions to this class 
as lime goes on.” 

This* very fact shows that when 371 King's Commissions were granted as a 
reward to the officers who W'erc holding Vicero\ ’s Commissions, thev were 
placed on the same footing as flu* British Officers during the war and after 
flu* war, when thousands of them had perished on the battlefields and laid 
down their lives for the cause of the Empire the\ showed that they were 
really fit and proper persons to have a great regard from this countrv and 
from the Government ns well. Their services w ere recognised; but I think 
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they were still not recognised quite adequately, because though the 
number was 371, a great number, still it was really because thousands of 
them had perished who would really have obtained the King’s Commissions 
if they had survived the war. After seeing this, when we can find amongst 
the martial races people who are quite capable of conducting armies and 
of fighting ii\the war equally as well as any British officer or any European 
army can fight, 1 see no reason why any stigma should remain on the face 
of the Indian Army, that it cannot produce a sufficient number of officers 
to officer their own regiments. That is the motive which impels me today 
to bring in the same Besolution. I think that the policy which the East 
India Company had pursued in getting Indian sepoys who wen* olficercd 
by the Europeans should be abandoned now. The time has changed and 
is changing every day ; with the increasing power in the civil departments, 
the increasing responsibility in the military also must come to Indians. 
Unless we have the Indian Army lndiamsod, the Indians will still he in¬ 
capable of defendug their shores, and they will be unfit absolutely for home 
rule or any rule whatsoever. 1 think His Excellency Lord Hawlinson 
speaking at that time realised this very factor and 1 will quote from his 
memorable speech one sentence and that will strengthen my cause. He 
said: 

“Now it will be idle to ignore on the other hand the desire for change that 
comes very naturally with changing times and I can readily understand that as the 
people of India claim increasing independence they should also claim increasing oppor¬ 
tunities to fit themselves for self-defence. The desire that the Indian Army should 
be Indiamsed follows as a natural sequence, and Government, as I have already said, 
have for a considerable time recognised that a demand of this kind is inevitable and 
they have spent much time and pains in investing the best means of assisting the 
people of India to realise their ambition without at the same time sacrificing even for 
a time the traditional efficiency of the Indian Army.” 

Sir, the late Lord Duwlinson and the Government of India and the 
Home Government recognised that with the change of time this demand' 
will be inevitable and this demand will be made even tame After the ten 
years that have elapsed since then, I still feel justified and 1 stand here 
justified in moving this motion. I was advised by my Honourable friends 
of the then Democratic Part\—and out of that party I find ] have here iny 
<«’d. respected and learned friend. Sir Hari Singh Gour,—to withdraw' my 
Desolation My friend took part in that debate*, and I find from the divi¬ 
sion that although we had that \ery morning a very strong majority, yet on 
account of an unfortunate incident,—I call it an incident.—which occurred, 
T could not get a sufficient number of votes, and T win advised to withdraw 
my Besolution on accoupt of a statement made bv His Excellency Lord 
Bawdinson. I thought I should not withdraw' the Desolation, for I felt 
that posterity would blame me if I did so, and that I should have no 
ground to ju^tifv myself in the future if I accepted that statement, and 
today, Sir, I feel justified in not having accepted that statement Sir, this 
Besolution w T as moved on the 24th of January, but the time was vcr\ short. 
It w T as moved in the afternoon, and after a reply from the Commandcr-in- 
Chief and a speech from Dr Sir Deva Prasad Sarvndhikari, the debate w'as 
postponed till the 17th of February. Tn his speech the Commnndor-in- 
Chief had made one remark on the 24th of Januarv as follows * 

^ “From the statements already made in this House, Honourable Members are aware 
that the Government is still rot able to set on foot any specific scheme of Tndianisation 
or even to say really now wdien this will be possible. It is hoped, however, that it 
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-will he possible to make an announcement at no very distant date when the cor¬ 
respondence which is still proceeding between the Government of India and the 
Secretary of State will be concluded. The correspondence has been prolonged and 
the consideration given to the matter has been very thorough, as indeed the importance 
of this matter deserves.” 

Now, Sir, this was said on the* 24th of January, when the correspondence 
between the Government- of India and the Secretary of State had not been 
concluded, and when the ('onunander-in-Chief said that- he would be able 
to make an announcement as soon as possible. Then on the 17th of 
February, to which date this Resolution was postponed for further discus¬ 
sion, Hhj Excellency came into the House and was the first to get up and 
make an announcement, which perplexed practically everybody for the 
time being; it practically dazzled or I may say captured the minds of every¬ 
body, because they did not- then realise fully the importance of that- 
announcement. They thought the announcement would go a long way and 
accelerate the pact* of Indiunfcntion of the Arrm, but what do we find 
today? This is what the Commander-in-chief said * 

“In tho short interval tli.il has (‘kipsod the correspondence which I then said was 
proceeding has been concluded, and 1 am able to announce to the House the following 
decision, that tin- floxernmerit <on*ider that a et.ut should l»»* made .it once ro as 
to give 1 mines a t.m opportunity* of piovitig that units officered by Indians will be 
efficient m every* way Accordingly* it has been decided that 8 units of cavalry' or 
infantry be selected to f»«* office; wl by Indian* scheme will In* put into toice 

immediately The 8 units to be wholly Tndiamsed will be merely infantry units, 
but then* will be a propoition of cavalry” 

Noyv. Sir. this announcement really east a «pcll on tin* whole House on 
that day Honourable* Members thought that from Second Lieutenant* 
officers would tit- once be promoted to Colonels and Majors -is if by magic, 
and that these officers would go and lead the Army without acquiring much 
experience, or that people selected from schools and colleges would he 
appointed as ('upturns and Majors, (.In Honourable Member: “From 
factories”)—probably from factories also as the Members then thought, in 
fact Members then thought that the underlying object of my Resolution 
bad been achieved, but T found that the decision of the Assembly was 
wrong and that wrong decision still stands today .... 


Mr. B. Das: Nobody expected anything better from that Assembly in 
1923. 


Mr. Muhammad Y&min Khan: Let me see what you will do today. 
I realised then, Sir, that these 8 units would be absolutely separated, 
they would be treated something like the depressed classes in the Army 
Department, and my apprehensions on this ground were fully justified. 
J find there is a general grievance among Indian officers serving in those 
regiments that they are socially' isolated, in fact there is a strong feeling 
among these officers that they' are not treated or respected in the same 
way as British officers are treated, with the result that nobody likes to 
go into those' units; everybody wishes to he shifted from those units. I 
thought that as vacancies occurred, in the higher ranks of the British 
Army these officers would he promoted as (\iptains or Majors and thus the 
process of Indianisation would he accelerated, and if this method had 
boon followed it yvould have taken 2! years for a King’s commissioned 
officer to conic* up to the rank of a Lieut -Colonel. If that scheme had 
been aoeojited then, probably by this time we would have had Indiana 



2122 


legislative assembly. 


[16th Mar. 1932l 


[,Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan.] 

as officers holding the ranks of Captains and serving under British officers, 
and who would in the natural course of things have occupied the rank 
of Majors and Colonels according to seniority, and it would also have 
proved the sincerity on the part of tin* Government to prepare India for 
self-government. But, Sir, what do we find today? This 8 units scheme 
was not, and is not acceptable to am hod) even alter a lapse of 8 years, 
and I would like to hear what our Honourable friend the Army Secretary 
has to sin on behalf of the Army Department in support of the policy 
which they adopted at th.it time 1 do not like that incidents that happen 
in the Hnuv- hen J 11 connection with Army questions or the incidents 
that happen outside this House should in am wa\ interfere with the 
loudly, the unnerving loyalty of our (.Hirers in the Arnn 1 am anxious 
that the* Arnn should be kept absolutely live from the criticisms oi 
politicians: I want that the Arnn should h\e llie Army and not as 
politicians. but, Sir, the polic\ wliic h is pursued, tlie wrong policy which 
is pursued by the Government of India toda\, is dragging the Army 
nnfortunuteh into politics Politicians in the districts think that they 
should invade the Army by making capital out of the discontent that 
exists among the Army officers, by creating discontent in their hearts, by 
showing them that they are not treated properly and so forth, and this 
will continue as long as the Government persist in their present policy; 
and it will he a very deplorable state of affairs indeed if the Army really 
begins to feel in the way they are made to feel 1 say. tin* Indian officer, 
whether he i>e a Viceroy’s commissioned officer, nr a King’s commissioned 
officer, has proved his loyalty beyond any suspicion or doubt You cannot 
impeach his integrity: you cannot impeach his lovalty He is ready to 
give his life, he is ready to sacrifice his children and nil his pleasures 
for the sake of the Empire, as has been proved on many battlefields. 
He had gone ungrudgingly outside India to fight flu* wars of the Empire 
Why? Because these people come from the martial races who delight in 
taking part in warfare, whose business, whose job, whose training from 
their very cradle is warfare. They can never rest content unless they 
have somebody to fight with You are limiting their sphere* up to 
Bisaldar Major, or Havihlar Major, or something like that, which means 
that you deprive the best people of the country, the most loyal people. 
You narrow’ down the limits of their ambition—that is Government’s 
present poliev. Their poliev is to stop these people from rising higher and 
shining as their forefathers did before. It is not that tin* martial classes 
did not produce* any capable officers before the British came to India 
We had Indian armies which went out of India, the Bajputs and the 
Mussalmans went outside India. The Armv wdiioh was led by Aurangzeb 
to Central Asia was composed not of Persians but of the Mughals, 
Pathans. and the Bajputs. The Bajputs had shown the same valour as 
the Mughal armies had done Their names arc written down in history. 
Before the Mussalmans came to this country the Bajputs were in the 
front: thereafter we had the Pathans and the* Mughal* who were conspi¬ 
cuous. The valour of Porus who met Alexander the Great is written in 
historv Wo find that though not only in Indian history’, but it is to be 
found in the Greek historv how bravely Porus fought against the dis¬ 
ciplined armv of Alexander the Great. He had received eight or nine 
wounds, and he was absolutely injured, but still ho never loft his com¬ 
mand . He stopped there keeping his army cheerful all the time. So, it 
show’s that in valour the Indian armv is no| wanting In loyalty they are 
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not wanting. The only thing that they are wanting in is proper training. 
May I ask, whose fault it is that they are not properly trained? At the 
time when Babar came, the Indian armies fought against the Mughal 
armies with great distinction. When the Indian armies went to the south 
of India to conquer it, the record of their achievements is all there. 
Sivaji’s exploits are there, the Mughal army's exploits are all there. The 
officers in the Indian States’ armies are all Indian, practically no English 
officer serving in the* Indian regiments of Indian States The Hyderabad 
contingent, the Gwalior force-,, etc., distinguished themselves in the War. 
The Hyderabad regiment went to fight in Palestine, Egypt and other 
places. 1 find m the records of the War, some Indian friends of mine, 
a! mu Indian trend <f mine who belongs to the Indian Legislature 

Mi 'Jidi h, film mInt p'aer led a British regiment in France 
when all flu British offh cr** had been killed He was the only 
offi.a r left, and lie commanded the British regiment and did so with 
great distinction His name was reported in despatches, and here in 
this Ifoiis»» ] find that we hew* got distinguished men We have got our 
h'h'iid sitting behind me Captain Slier Muhammad Khun He has fought 
m China, tin* frontier, Egypt. Gallipoli, and the Black Sea. with great 
distinction We have got a" your .Marshall a gentleman who rose from 
the lowest rank to the highest which could hi* allowed to an Indian officer. 
He got an M C in the War He afterwards got a King’s eommission, 
but, instead of wasting the best part of his life as a sepoy. if he had been 
given the opportunity of enrolling himself and becoming a King’s com¬ 
missioned officer, he would not have been a inert* Captain Nur Ahmad 
Khan, but General Nur Ahmad Khan in the Indian Army Is there anv- 
bod' whom von can call a General m India among the Indians 0 There 
\\e»v General-, and Field Martinis, in the past, before the advent of the 
British Wh\ should thex he kept down? Wh\ should this policy be 
adopted which keeps them down and down although they have got all the 
ofh» r qualifies t \rept the one quality of training? Those people are not 

responsible for their lack of training The responsibility lies on the 

Government to select the best people out of the martial classes in suffi¬ 
cient numbers. You give th» m a chance to he educated m the schools. 
Tf those people cannot educate their children properly on account of the 
•nsuftbdency of the salaries that the\ get. it is the duty of the State to 
provide money for free education of flu* children of those people who are 
serving in the Arm\ If you give them the same education, the same 
opening, they will shine as well as anybody in the Empire, for the benefit 
of the Empire They will serve as loyally as they are serving 

now, and they will be a great asset to the Empire in the 

future, and the Government w ill be proud that they possess very 
efficient officers who are a decoration to the Empire. Indian officers can 
never think of living outside the Empire. They will serve as lo\ally in the 
future ns they have been serving in the past. It is not enough to provide 
onlv 60 cadetship* in Sandhurst I find that then* are 141 Indian regi¬ 
ments. There are 120 regiments of Indian infantry and 21 regiments 
of Indian cavalrx. Now*. Sir. this policy that a British officer must serve 
side by side with Indian officers in the Indian regiments give* the Indian 
soldier the fueling that the Government fee] a kind of suspicion against 
him. A very ridiculous speech, rntlv r a speech like that of a buffoon, 
was made in 192ff 1>\ an obi man. who called me a rash young man at 
that time. 

Mr. B. Das: Was he a Member of the Assembly? 
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Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: Yes. 

Mr. B. Das: Is it fair to call him a buffoon ? 

f 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: On a point of order. Is it proper for an Honour* 
able Member of this House to describe an ex-Member of this House, who 
is no longer present to answer him, as a buffoon? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Kahimtooln): It appears 
to the Chair that it is a question of good taste. The Honourable Mem¬ 
ber will bo well advised not to use such language when referring to ex- 
Members of the Assembly. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: I will take your advice, but if my 
Honourable friends had a little patience 1 would have shown them that 
I was called rash. If my Honourable friends will read Khan Bahadur 
Zahir-ud-din's speech they u ill have no other opinion but that it was a 
buffoon's. From top to bottom, there was no seriousness in it. and he was 
swearing at everybody in the House. He called me the same thing to 
my face. I shall not waste the time of the House I am sorry my 
friends interrupted me when 1 was dealing w dli a subject lik t . ihi*.' The 
interruptions which they are accustomed to make do not stop when even 
a serious subject is discussed T found that the Indian officers were dis¬ 
credited bA one of my countrymen. who happened to be a Member of 
this Assembly and he wanted to rouse in that speech the Indian officers 
serving in the Indian regiments, and I am glad that it had not created 
that effect. The Indian officer in the Indian Army is so unswerving in 
his loyalty that no amount of propaganda can drag bun into politics. He 
remains a soldier from beginning to end I want. Sir, that opportunity 
should bo given to the Indian soldier and his son to get proper openings, 
so that the stigma may he removed that the policy which had been 
adopted by the East India Company had been accepted by the British 
Government, after the transfer of powder from the Company to the 
Sovereign. I think that 60 recruits will not he sufficient. Sir, I do not 
approve of the policy of placing British officers in Indian regiments, which 
makes the Indians exclaim. “Why should not there be Indian officers in 
British regiment?’*. The reply will be given that the British soldier 
will not be willing to serve under an Indian officer. That will again drag 
politics into this question. I want to avoid that. The policy should be 
to discard this communalism in the Army. If you place British officers 
in the Indian regiments, the Indian officer will equally claim that he 
should be placed over British regiments. The Indian officer will sav, 
“If T am good enough to lend mv caste fellows, whv should not the 
British troops be willing to serve under me 0 **. This question will crop up 
in another ten years time if the Government do not take the hint today. 
Tf you do not concede this point in time, it will involve Tndin in great 
danger, and \nu mav have to vield much more later than what will content 
the people today T would include in the category “Indian” the “Anglo- 
Tndian” also. because some of the Anglo-Indians and Europeans made 
their home in Tndi-i in the past, and they distinguished themselves in the 
Armv. We all know the names of Gardener and Skinner and others who 
formed rogimenK and they led them T am quite willing to recognise 
that the Anglo-Indians, who have made India their home, should he 
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treated as Indians and they should be allowed full opportunity along 
with other Indians, and in the future their feelings are bound to be the 
same hr those of other Indians. Future events and changing circumstances 
will teach them that they must consider India their home and they should 
not look to any other country but India as their motherland. I will con¬ 
fine my remarks only to this which is the same as what I advocated 
before, namely, that Indian regiments should be officered by Indians only 
and I still advocate the same principle. With these words, I move mv 
motion. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: I rise to congratulate my friend Mr. Yamin 
Khan who on behalf of his party made a speech which is a reply to one 
school of thought, whose views were expressed by Professor Keith in the 
following words: 

“ Solf-Kovernmmit without an effective Izvlianarmy in an impossibility and no amount 
•of protests or demonstrations or denunciations by the Imperial Government can avail 
to alfcor that fact.” 

Mr Yamin Khan w.is ver\ nearly expressing the views of the Nehru 
lleport v» far as the ludiunwntion of the Army is concerned 

F ' 1C * and the views of the Nehru Report embodied in these words; 

and, incidentally, they nls<> constitute a reply to the pungent observations 
of Prof Keith • 

“ This is true, but we do not accept the constitutional position that without an Indian 
or Dominion Army India cannot obtain Dominion Status. In the first place, the Indian 
Army is not to be creited It exists there already. In the next place, historically the 
position taken by our critics is not correct.” 

I have not got much to add on the speech of my Honourable friend. Mr. 

Yamin Khan, and if I had to interrupt him, I can assure him that it 

was not with a mow to interrupting the eloquent flow' of his reason'and 
the array of his arguments; it was only incidentally to place on record 
tnut, whatever might have been the record of Members who are today 
not present here, I think it would be very much in keeping with the 
dignity of Members in this House not to describe a gentleman as a 
“buffoon” or a speech as the speech of a “buffoon”. If he had said that 
it was something of the nature of buffoonery, it would have been less 
offensive though the bad taste would remain. Sir, I have not had as yet 
the opportunity of reading the speech of the Honourable gentleman who 
appears to belong to the same community as Mr. Yamin Khan. I am 
not therefore looking at it from a communal point of view but from a 
parliamentary point of view*. In his reply he tried to show that Honour¬ 
able Members on this side are accustomed to interrupt. Yes, but we 
are not accustomed to interrupt Mr. v (imin Khan of all. We generally, 
as an Opposition, are accustomed to interrupt- the Treasury Benches and 
sometimes the European Benches when they are in agreement w*ith the 
Treasury Benches without the “responsibility”, as pointed out this morn¬ 
ing rather parenthetically by the Honourable the Finance Member himself 
when be referred to their comfortable ease or some such expression wdiich 
T eannot recall, but niy impression I believe is correct. I must tell Mr. 
Yamin (Khan that T bad no intention of giving him the honour of my 
usual inferruptions which T think it is the privilege of the Opposition t » 
indulge in. 

With these few remarks T mav now* embark on a few* observations on 
the important question of the Tndianisat ; on of the A»*my. My Hen- urable 
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friend, Mr. Yamin Khan, referred to the great Anglo-Indian community, 
whom no one on this side of the House wants to deprive of their great 
possibilities in the field of the Army, just as in the field of the Railway 
Department. Sir, I do not think they have got the same eonsidoration 
in the Army as they have got in the railways. The inroad we are 

making into the railways will I think be compensated b\ the inroad they 

are welcome to make into the Army, and therefore 7 endorse the observa¬ 
tions of Mr. Yamin Khan that the Anglo-Indian community must be 
given their opportunity in the Army of the future. (Hear, hear.) 

Then I would also s.iy tii.d though lm Honourable fiaaid, Mr. Rajah, 

is not present heir loda\, the deuies'-ed clashes must lx gi\tn the same 
opportunity Sir. Mi Yamin Kluin referred to the East lnd»a Company 
days and his reference leimnds nie oi the part the depressed classes 
played in those days, wlaui they iought the battles of ('live and Tippu 
tor and against G»*eat Britain Sir, who iought those great battles of 
Cli\e for Great Britain? The depressed classes 7t yyas also they who 
fought the battles of Tippu against Great Britain. Sir, Tippu and Hyder 
All had a large number of soldiers and officers drawn from tlie depressed 
classes. Similarly in South India the depressed classes were Die Gamed 
officers of Lord ('live, the founder of 1 lie British Empire in Ind'a y\hose 
statue faces very rightly the India Office, coniinciiiorating one of the 
greatest events in the career of a man who came on an adventure because 
he was unwanted bv his parents and founded a great kingdom for his 
mother country*. He enunciated a principle, since perhaps forgotten, 
of equality on the battlefields when the depressed classes people w^ere 
quite willing to share Iheir con)c y\ith their European officers, or for that 
matter their Indian officers. Sir. I want the spirit of those happy days 
to be revived. 

Sir. the Repot t of the Simon Commission contemplated the inf reduc¬ 
tion of a Dominion Army in India. Without going into that con troy ersv, 
I think we may say that a Dominion Army is a necessity* if India is to 
be a Dominion, and to ha\e a Dominion Status, and you cannot have a 
Dominion Army without Indmnising the Army; and then lore 1 would 
ask the Army Secretary yvhat steps the Government propose to take 
in the direction of the acceleration of the pact' of Indianising the officer 
strength of the Indian Army. 

Sir, it has been stated that a military college w*ill be established m 
I)ehrn Dun or somewhere else in India. At present we have got n so- 
called military college in Dehra Dun. Some Members on this side of 
the House have had the opportunity of visiting that “military college” 
as guests of the Government. I think that opportunity y\as given to us 
by the late Lord Rawlinson, the great Comnmnder-in-Chief that he was, 
who wanted the Opposition to have an opportunity of understanding the 
possibilities opening before Indians. Sir, the good Ad jut ant-General, 
Sir John Shea, was with us at Dehra Dun when the officers and professors 
in charge showed us round the college—I am not casting any reflection 
when T say, it is not a military college, but that it is a very good public 
school for the training of students who have aspirations for a military 
career. 

Captain Sher Muhammad Khan Gakhar (Nominated Non-Official): It 
is a public school. 
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Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: I agree. My friend is perfectly right, it is a 
public school; I was about to say it is miscalled “The Prince of Wales 
Military College”. {An Honourable Member : “Then change the name.”) 
i do nut want to change the name, as nn friend suggests, with his usual 
sense of humour; I want that it should he as good as its name; I want 
to see that it is made a military college. I do not want to be understood 
as saying that there should he only one military college in India. India, 
Sir, must have as mam military colleges as ns size and its population 
|iistil\ Take tl"* M/e of England and the population of Great Britain. 
How many military colleger have they got *} Take the si/e of India 
and tie* popul.itinn of India and how munv military colleges should India 
have*.' Sir, 1 sa\ , Sandhurst*. "Woolwiche^ and so on must dot e\er\ 
part and province m India. Take tin* cast* of the United Provinces, which 
has as large a population and size as Great Britain. Every province in 
India nius! ha\e a military college Mary more military schools like the 
Delna 1 >i:11 e'.uoi, m.un moo In del*- •' r the miht.uw co)h ges mu^t come 
into being in fh<s enunti\ Su. if tl>‘ Gn\ eminent are genuinely keen 
about promoiip- «-.-If-g*p rnung institutions in thK country—md that would 
seem to he the ease, otherwise we would not have had the Round Table 
Confer* nee .md the (’oiisiili ativ** Commutes—I w ni'd \er\ earnestly 
appeal t<> 1 he Government to take, without delay all steps in the direction 
of introducing militar\ colleges and feeder schools therefor in India, and 
thus give the British Indian people opportunities for milban careers 
and opportunities to show their miJifarx valour not onh m the interest* 
of India hut also in the mf* n sts of Great Britain, for, united w*e stand, 
as wv proved in tin* last war by our united stand not onl\ for the good 
of India but for the good of Great Britain and all she stands for. 

Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar (East Punjab: Sikh): Sir, this opportunity 
which has been afforded to us b\ Mr Yaimn Khan to discuss the Indiani- 
safion of the Anm has come at the right moment Sir although India 
was not afforded ihe opportuiiit\ of obtaining the King’s Commission 
before the \ear 1020 she had a class of oflic< rs who wen* gallant and had 
a marvellous record of chivalry and were drawn from the ranks of the 
peasants. The\ were not very much educated but were very well trained 
for the art of warfare. I am referring. Sir, to that class of officers who 
were known t ] >e Vie* n>\ s Comnu-Moned ofiieers. 

(At tins vtnge Mr. President vacated the Clnur which was taken by Sir 

Han Singh Gour.) 

Our demand on tip's side of the House for Indianisation of the Army and 
of the higher ranks, though listened to with courtesy and consideration 
and acceded to in verv small degrees, is now ha\ing a great reaction In 
1020 an expert Comm it tee of the Army Department recommended that 
about 110 Indian Cadets should he trained every year for the King’s Com¬ 
mission. But last year we had a Committee, which was composed of 
military experts as well as persons drawn from the public life, which 
reduced the pact* of Indianisation a boost hv half Our total figure per 
year for appointments in the King’s Commission has roughlv been about 
200. Tf every year we recruit .ill these 200 men from the ranks of Indians, 
it will take about 30 to 35 wars to Indianise the whole Army. But if we 
accept tin* figure recommended hv the Sandhurst Committee of last year, 
it will take about 100 wars to Tndianise the King’s Commission. Another 
most reactionary decision, we are told by that Committee, was that the 
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Government have decided upon doing away with the Viceroy’s Commis¬ 
sion. Sir. in the Viceroy’s Commission we have thousands and thousands 
of Indian soldiers drawn from the martial classes in the countryside who 
by tlieir great chivalry and merit rose from the ranks of sepo\s to the 
ranks of officers. Although they do not become King’s Commissioned 
Officers, they do become Suhedar Majors, and some of them even retire as 
Honorary Lieutenants or as Honorary Captains on decent pensions for the 
valuable services which they rendered to the Army. Sir, the Viceroy’s 
Commission encouraged the people from the villages to take to the Armv 
as a profession because it produced a great field for becoming officers in 
the future 1 . Now, Sir, this measure of Indiauisatiou in the King’s Com¬ 
mission is not large enough for the resources which India provides. It 
will be the cause of great dissatisfaction and discontent to the lower ranks 
of the Arms if l hex are told that they should not hope to become in \ears 
to come Jamadars, Subedars. Suhedar Majors and so on l am sure it 
will shatter their hopes for all time to come. We have been asking that, 
in addition to what we are enjoying in tin* officer’s ranks we should tret 
more officer’s jobs. Sir. we are expecting to get now (10 officers o\er\ 
year. They will be admitted in the college, and out nt them at least 
10 will fail and we will have only o() passed officers. Even in England 
they fail about 2 out of every 10 So we will be having onls o(). For 
having this number of King’s Commissions wo are being deprived of 
Viceroy’s Commissions for many thousands of our countr\men who in tin- 
past, have done wonderfully well in the Army, not only within the borders 
of India, hut also he\ond. Is it fair. Sir, now that India is going to ha\** 
its own management of affairs, that we should have 1 the total abolition 
of the Viceroy’s Commission? When I say this, I voice the feelings of 
m\ constituency, which is a great recruiting ground in the Punjab tor the 
Arrn\. At least half the Arim recruited from the Punjab is recruited from 
that area. I am sure the soldiers in the Army will he ver\ much dis 
contented and the peasantr\ in the coiininside will rise up against the 
Government if, instead of giving us more ranks in the Army as officers, 
you deprive thousands and thousands of young men from rising to the 
Viceroy’s Commission. The\ will very much resent the idea that they 
should remain as sepoys for all time to come. My friends Captain Lai 
Chand and Captain Sher Muhammad, who have been in the Army and 
tvho have come in contact with the marvellous feats which the sepoys 
have displayed in the battlefields of the Empire, will he able to hear 
testimony to this fact. Sir, it is nothing but fair that these sepoys should 
be afforded the opportunity which they have had so long, viz., that in 
addition to the King’s Commission, they should also enjoy the Vicroy’s 
Commission. Sir, these men might not have been good linguists, but 
they are certain]\ good soldiers, and as such deserve good treatment at the 
hands of the Government. Government should provide them w r ith free 
higher education in the Army and should make military training compulsory 
in Government and Government aided schools throughout the country 
With these few* w*ords, T press for the Army Secretary’s consideration of 
the case of the ordinar\ lax man in the Army, namely, flu* soldiers. T 
request him to remember that it. is the sepovs w r ho form Ihe backbone of 
the Armv, and it is they who fight the battles and therefore the\ should 
not be deprived of opportunities for getting what is tlieir due, and that 
they should be given every facility to rise to the higher ranks of the Army. 
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Captain Sher Muhammad Khan Gtakhar: Sir, 1 feel it my duty to 
thank you first for giving me un opportunity of presenting my views on 
the subject of defence which forms a most important and integral part 
of the Budget. 1 propose to have a plain talk with the politicians, and 
ask them to give the authorities all that they need and think necessary 
for our safety as well as that of our motherland. It is essential that 
they should in the very beginning appreciate the facts that it is the proper 
authorities who are the saviours of the country, and not they who should 
be the judges of our needs and equipments necessary for the defence of 
the country. 

Ever since the inauguration of the Montford Reforms, and the present 
Assembly, there has always been a heated discussion on the military side 
of the annual Budget; and Government have often been accused of feed¬ 
ing their own countrymen fit the expense of the Indian tax-payer, and 
have been constantly and persistently asked to replace the British King’s 
Commissioned officers by Indians, a process which is generally known as 
the Tndianisation of the Indian Army. 

Undoubtedly to all lovers of India the defence of India must ultimately 
be the concern of the Indians themselves; and it is extremely gratifying 
to note that as a result of the Round Table Conference deliberations, the 
principle has not only been accepted hut put into practice as well. Our 
long cherished desire for the establishment of an Indian Sandhurst has 
been fulfilled; and the annual intake of 60 young Indians out of an 
annual wastage of about 100 is going to begin in a few months. This 
means a very substantial advance. 

Ever since the publication of the Indian Military College Committee’s 
Report a storm of criticism has been raised and objections levelled against 
it- recommendations by Nationalists and their press. Although the general 
sense of the Committee, on which I had the honour of serving, was satis¬ 
factory yet some of the members have appended minutes of dissent to 
if and the burden of the song has been an increase in the pace of Indiani- 
sation 

I, a- a soldier and a man of action, who has spent a greater portion 
oi his life m the Army and on active service, venture to differ from my 
esteemed friends, the politicians They forget that the question of 
fuduinisaf ion cannot admit of a mathematical solution. It involves con- 
-ideratam- of efficiency, equipment and t sprit-ilc-corps Under a zeal 
for Tndianisation we should not overlook these facts. We should remem¬ 
ber that an army without efficiency is as useless as a rifle without 
ammunition The question of the defence of India is too important for 
us to trifle with 'Most of our politician friends had emphasized the 
desirability of fixing a period for complete Tndianisation. To this, with 
all due respect for their pious wish. I would most omphaticallv sav that 
no one, at least no military authority, on earth can fix the exact period. 
Tn the words of Mr. Thomas. Chairman of the Defence Rub-Committee 
of the Round Table Conference: 

“ Tt, is not a question of saying Smith. Brown or Robinson is entitled to be called 
General, but it is that Smith, Brown or Robinson have graduated through a period of 
experience and of training that fits them and makes them competent to be Generals. 
Therefore that cannot he determined by a resolution : you could declare, if you like, that 
on and aftor five years every officer should he an Indian. Tt might sound popular, hut in 
practice when worked out you knew perfectly well that in five years they would notHhe 
competent to take that position, not because they would not he competent because 
they were Indians but because they would not have the necessary experience.” 
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My Honourable friends should appreciate this fact, that without experience 
and experiment there can be no step forward towards lndianisation. 

It was with this object in view that His Excellency the Commander- 
in-Cliief, when addressing the Indian Military College Committee in Simla, 
declared that an immediate start would be made to Indianise a complete 
Division of the Indian Army of all arms. It was a very wise step taken 
by him. He could very easily have declared that a start would be made 
with two or more Divisions, but that would have jeopardised the safety 
of the defence of India. Ho could not sacrifice competency and experience 
simply for the desire of accelerating the pace of lndianisation. It is 
pleasing to see that Government have promised to accelerate Indianisa- 
tion when the experiment with the Indianised Division is completed. By 
that time the young officers now in the Army would have assumed com¬ 
mand ; and in tin* words of His Excellency : 

“With fourteen yoars' soi\n*f\ T foci convinced Unit those young nflirrin Mill ha\e 
shown themselves tit or not lit ami it will then he an easy matter t o increase Tndiaiusation 
because by that time the Go\eminent will ha\e no doubt in their minds ns to whethei 
they are conducting tin experiment or building up nn Indian Arm\ that will be a Tollable 
tnstrumont for carrying out the onerous duties of the fighting 1 on es in India *' 

I, once more, repeat what I Juno said abo\r, that it would be simply 
Useless and lii“.h]\ dan 1 : tun-. *<» d* termme a period <*i Indium-. it u ti unless 
we were certain that. “lndianisation which was dependent on competency 
and experience would rn.it* rialise h\ the experience that would be g,‘lined 
in that time”. 

So much for lndianisation of the Arim I now venture to make a few 
remarks on the elimination of Yieero\ V Commissioned officers of the 
Indian Army under the new scheme id tout which my Honourable friend 
Sirdar Havbans Singh Brur was xery anxious. ] was at one time against 
this elimination; but on deeper thought 1 have come to the conclusion 
that the existence of this class ot officer in the Indianised units would 
be unnecessary The reasons are not lar to seek Under the present 
system a sepoy joining the Army hopes to receive the Vioerox \s Commis¬ 
sion after putting in a long sen me of sa\ about la or 20 wars; but 
in the Indianised unit he would hope to secure the King's Commission 
within a comparatively short period of about three or four years, which 
he could never dream of otherwise. 

Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar: Onlv if lie is well educated in English. 

Captain Sher Muhammad Khan Gakhar: Yes, that is right It is 
argued that the abolition of the Viceroy s Commission would w*ork as a 
check upon the flow' of the low-educated Indians to the Army, and mv 
Honourable friend said th,*i tC p*- " • 1 4 d'-contented and they 

will he disappointed to Irani that ihe Government have eliminated the 
Yieerov’s Commission, hut 1 do not agree with him I cannot agree with 
this view, for the process will be so slow and gradual flint no one will 
feel it Moreover, it will serve as an impetus to better and higher educa¬ 
tion among the people who now join the Arm\ However, to lessen 
such apprehensions, I would most strongly suggest the Government 
should create Warrant Officers' rank, for example Battalion Havildar 
Major, Battalion Quartermaster, Havildar. etc., as in th" British Arnm 
for men who would not have sufficient education to receive the King’s 
Commission. 
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Sir, last but not least I wish to raise the point, the question of martial 
And non-martial or what are sometimes known as enlisted and non-enlisted 
classes of the Indian Army. I have every sympathy with the non-enlisted 
classes, and I, for one, whole-heartedly wish that they should be afforded 
the opportunity of building up a military career. But it would not be 
wise to allow them to join the ranks without any restrictions. 
An experiment may again be made. I am glad to see that the Indian 
Military College Committee have done away with this distinction; but 
still 1 consider it of utmost importance for the military authorities to see 
that the College or the Arrny is not unduly overcrowded by the young 
men of the non-enlisted classes. 

I reiterate what I said at the Bound Table Conference that if the Army 
of New India is to he efficient, it must contain the flower of its manhood, 
it must contain men who are determined and prepared to die. and not 
logicians, to whom inert* abstractions make greater appeal than solid 
realities. Hence the martial races and the martial provinces must 
he •'peeialk utilised for the purpose This seems to rue to he an indis¬ 
pensable preliminary to any successful experiment in the creation of a 
national army. 

One thing more Sir. and T have done Government have been blamed 
for tin* creation of a distinction between the martial and the non-martial 
classes In the minute of dissent of Sir C. P. Bamnswami Aiyar and 
Major-General Bajwade appended to the Report of the Indian Military 
College Committee tliev say: 

“This policy was founded not so much upon the innate differences in the r haracter- 
istioft of tiie people as upon the distrust engendered by the partic-ipntion of particular 
classes of soldiers in the Mutiny . Recruit merit t o the army was determined by the opinion 
of the military' authorities us to the reliability or otherwise oi particular Hasses of people 
for loyalty to the Government.** 

Now, Sir. this is absolutely wrong and misleading There were times 
when Mahrattas, Gurkhas. Sikhs and other martial classes fought against 
the British; hut they were not debarred from entering the Army on this 
account 1 belong to the famous Gakhnr tribe of the Punjab, and my 
tribe also fought against the British, but Government have never objected 
to our enlisting in the Army ; on the other hand our young lads are 
accepted with pleasure and are honoured. 

Now. Sir. one word more about education M\ Honourable friend 
Mr Yaimn Khan pressed this point Then* are already* existing three 
what we call King George’s sehook at Jhelum, Jullundur and Ajmer. 
There the Mins of sepoys and Indian officers get practically free education. 

Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur (South Madras; Muham¬ 
madan)* None in Southern India where there arc thousands and thousands 
of Moplahs 

Captain Sher Muhammad Khan Gakhar: Recently Government have 
sanctioned one English teacher for each school specially to teach the 
English language to the hovs. because the idea is that hoys from these 
schools will go to the Kitchener College which has been started at 
Nowgong. And with a complete knowledge of English from this College, 
these bo\s will lx* prepared to l ake part in the coin petition or to be 
selected for the King’s Commission to he trained at tlx* Debra Dun Military 
Aeadeim With these few* remarks. Sir. T resume mv seat. 

Hony. Captain Rao Bahadur Chaudhri Lai Chand (Nominated Non- 
Offieial): Sir, the Honourable the Mover has done a real service to the 
country generally and to the martial classes in particular by drawing 
attention to this most important subject. He has made out a good casa 
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for speedy action. Government have accepted the principle and we are 
all grateful for that. The introduction of the Indian Air Force Bill in 
this House is an earnest of the efforts of Government in this direction. 
The starting of an Indian Sandhurst ut Delira Dun is proof of the fact 
that Government mean some business, and the doors are now boing opened 
freely for Indians to be trained in India. There are also the schools 
referred to by the previous speaker, at Jlieluin, Jullundur and Ajiner, for 
the training of young boys who are sons of Indian soldiers. But the 
point remains, with what speed are you moving? Tin* speed proposed 
and the methods suggested and sanctioned are open to very serious 
objection. The Honourable the Mover has pointed out that the slow rate 
at which we are proceeding is not commensurate with the aspirations of 
the people, and I only support him in the desirability of accelerating the 
speed. Let caution he the watchword and efficiency be not sacrificed, 
but the present speed needs acceleration. 

As regards method. I crave the indulgence of the Honourable Mem¬ 
bers who belong to the non-military classes to bear with me when I say 
that there is great discontent among the military classes over the opening 
of the Army Commissions to non-military classes. Without meaning any 
disrespect to those non-military classes, 1 say that if there is anything 
in the old traditions and old sentiments they are all out of court. India 
is p rob ably* the only country where the distinction of non-military 
and military classes has existed from times immemorial. The 
military classes have always been known as Kshatrivas. Their past 
history is full of heroic deeds and sacrifices for the country. They have 
defended the frontier; there are families among those classes where for 
several generations thev have contributed their quota at the frontier. 
They have been tried in many ways both here and outside India. During 
the Great War they displayed very high qualities of heroism and sacrifices 
which were characteristic of their forefathers, in the frozen fields of 
Flanders and burning sands of Mesopotamia alike. The classes which have 
preferred the; pen to Dip sword and the office chair to the hack of the 
horse are now coming forward to claim an equal share in the higher 
ranks of the Armv The Government always goes on lines of least resist¬ 
ance and judges the amount of discontent in the country from the articles 
that appear in the Press, which is all manned by the non-militarv classes. 
Government, acting on these eas\ ways, has agreed to throw open 50 per 
cent, of Commissions to competition, which docs not consist of riding, 
tent-pegging and the like, but simple arithmetic and composition. This 
is a verv serious inroad on the rights of the military classes. These 
classes had not got these rights and privileges by mere chance or on 
account of nnv favour. Thev shed their richest blood in securing this 
monopoly. Tn the name of those brave soldiers who laid down their lives 
for the upholding of the supremacy of democracy over autocracy, in the 
name of those brave sons of Tndia who left the shores of India from 1914 
to 1918 never to return to their motherland, I appeal to Government, not 
to forget these sacrifices and promises so soon. F;ven this very House 
in 1928 accepted the principle that the officer ranks should he given to 
those classes in proportion to the number of recruits they supply. So 
far that, is one defect in the methods that have been sanctioned by 
Government. 

Another defect is the abolition of the Vieerov’s Commission in future 
as has been so rightly pointed out by our friend Sirdar Harbans Singh. 
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Sir, ii the officers’ ranks had not been thrown open to the non-military 
classes, I would not have brought this point forward. But as I find that 
future recruitment to the officers’ ranks will be based on knowledge of 
arithmetic and mensuration, the military classes will find themselves 
greatly handicapped. Every despatch is full of the graphic accounts of 
the deeds of these brave Indian Officers; and their abolition, without 
even giving them a chance of a hearing, is being greatly resented, not 
only by them but by the military classes as a whole. If the\ have done 
well in the past as a connecting link between the rank and file and the 
officers, there is no reason why they should not be allowed to do so in 
future also. So, this decision, if it has been arrived at already, should 
be reconsidered. The methods employed in effecting Indianisation of the 
Army remind me of an old story of Kashmir State. Probably it was the 
grandfather or great grandfather of the present Maharaja who was 
approached by the people, who said that it was not proper to spend money 
on Dogras and Sikhs in forming his army, and it was pressed upon him 
that an army of Kashmiris should be raised. The Kashmiris are very fine- 
looking fellows; thev could carry' heavy loads on their backs and being 
so hardv, the principle was agreed upon. A battalion was raised and with 
their military uniforms they looked very nice and smart when they went 
tip hill and down hill; and after a year a report was made in the durbar 
to the Maharaja that the unit was ready for action. The Commandant 
of the battalion saluted and made this report himself The Maharaja at 
once ordered that thev should be ordered to relieve a Rikh battalion which 
was serving on the Gilgit frontier The Commandant, instead of retiring, 
saluted him again and the Maharaja looked at him and became furious 
“What is it vou want now” be asked. “Whv do \ou not go back?”. The 
Commandant said “T want half a dozen Rikh sepovs to guard mv armoury 
at night” The Maharaja was very furious; but the Commandant was 
pressing, saying that it was in the interests of the Rtnte and of the 
ATaharaja himself that he was asking for these sepovs and that it meant 
only about a hundred rupees a month which was not much, and further 
that the whole arm\ would remain safe The result was that the Maharaja 
ordered the battalion to be disbanded at once 

(At tbi«j stage Mr President resumed the Chair ) 

In the pro-Beform Council of the Punjab T had been pressing for a 
^bare for the zemindars in the public services of the province. A Com¬ 
mittee was appointed in order to survey the situation in the province and 
I was on that Committee. Rir John Maynard presided and it- was pro¬ 
posed that a survey of all services should he taken in regard to the 
present occupants whether they were zemindars or non-zemindars; and 
the President asked me, ns it was at mv suggestion that the Committee 
had been appointed, whether.the zemindars were willing to give up any 
particular service in the province, and T at once said, and mv zemindar 
colleagues in the. Committee agreed, that we did not want to he treasurers 
and accountants and those services were given up to them. About other 
sendees our share was defined, but those services were left to the non¬ 
military classes. Rimilnrlv the Army is our monopoly; and if that is 
taken nwav, not onlv will the Indian Army he discontented, hut the effi¬ 
ciency will suffer. Prav, do not nlav with the whole of the Armv; if vou 
want, to try an experiment, let the Government begin with one unit and 
one battalion he raised separately from non-military classes . . . 


D 
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k An Honourable 'Member : The territorials are raised already from those 
classes. 

Bony. Captain Rao Bahadur Ohaudhri LalOhand: The territorials are 

not a mixed unit, they are not solely of the classes that do not go in 
for soldiering. The history of the Punjab University Uorps and the 
Bengal Company is fresh in our minds, and so it is no use getting old 
history repeated. My point simply is this: that the speed should be 
accelerated and the methods adopted should be revised. The military 
classes should not be deprived of the monopoly that they have enjoyed; 
they have earned it on account of their past sacrifices not only during 
the British period, hut from the Hindu period onwards. 

| I 

'An •Honourable 'Member : Whose battles are y ou fighting n 


Sony. Captain Rao Bahadur Chaudhri Lai Chand: We are fighting for 
the King and country. 

Mr. r S. C. Mitra (Chittagong and Hajshalii Divisions* Non-Muham¬ 
madan Rural): Sir, I hud no intention to take part in this debate, h it 1 
am tempted to say a few words due to the offensive and senseless remarks 
of some of the Members from the so-called military desses Some of 
these people fight for a mere 20 rupees, and they are speaking ill of other 
Provinces When the British came to India, where were these military 
classes*. 1 They had to recruit aoldiers from Madras and from Bengal: the 
famous red army consisted of Madrasis and Bengalis who conquered 
some oarts of India for the British. Now, for some reasons or other— 
for political reasons—they have ceased recruiting men from these 1 intelli¬ 
gent classes and confine recruitment to less advanced communities. War¬ 
fare nowadays does not depend so much on mere muscle; it requ res 
brains. The time for warring with mere tswords, one 'man going for 
another man like brutes, has passed; even in the last war it was found 
that it was the brain and the better organisation that won and n A brute 
force or animal energy. 

Sony. Captain Rao Bahadur Chaudhri Lai Chand: Let the penal laws 
r»e withdrawn for two days only, and then you will see the result 

Mr. S. 0. Mttra: These gentlemen have had a chance of speaking, 
and now they will allow me rnv few' minutes to reply to them. T am 
ready to accept the challenge. Bengal will take care of itself. Had it 
been mere muscle that could have won the w^ar, T think some of the 
gentlemen who espouse the cause of the martial races could offer some 
argument. What are these brave people thev are speaking of? What is 
the origin of the brave Sikhs? Guru Govind Singh, for political reasons, 
trained mere cultivators, and they gradually crew' to be very heroic and 
self-sacrificing. T do not find fault with the military races; but what T ask 
is, what really makes people military? When the British used to recruit 
soldiers from the "United Provinces, the United Provinces Bra.hmins and 
,f Khatris w*erc considered as the military races; rnv friend. Mr. Gnva 
Prasad Singh, who comes from a military race, is a Khntri hut now Gov¬ 
ernment lias ceased recruiting from these Provinces. According to that 
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brave hero over there, alJ other races are non-military, as if in England 
and America and Europe they come to India to recruit thejr soldiers from 
the so-called martial races! In all the world over there is no special 
martial class. I am not at all against giving some preference to these 
people who have got vested interests, being in the military classes; but 
when they make a fetish of this theory of martial races, I say they make 
the whole position absurd. There is no such false and frivolous theory of 
martial races anywhere else in the world. Are these martial races? 
What country are they governing now by their heroism 7 They are slaves, 
and they are helping to make other nations slaves in the whole of Asia. 
When there is trouble or war in ('hinu, these so-called mercenary military 
people go for 20 rupees and shed other people's blood. I could understand 
their bravery and their heroism if they were independent and stood on 
their own legs at least in their own country. 

Hony. Captain Rao Bahadur Chaudhri Lai Chand: Can a Bengalee 

regiment be raised for China? 

Mr. S. C. Mitra: If they speak of heroism and fearlessness, I can cite 
any number of eases Even our Bengalee girls are much more heroic 
than some of these stalwart*, who come and boast here of their. 

Hony. Captain Rao Bahadur Chaudhri Lai Chand: I rise to a point of 
order, Sir The word “heroism” has been used in connection with ter¬ 
rorism Firing upon the civil population is not a heroic deed. Heroism 
has to be shown in lighting battles. This is cowardice. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Ihdumtoola): That >s not 
n point of order. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra : T imrely wanted to point out that it requires more of 
brains than of bulk and miwle in those days m warfare My point is, 
if for any purpose Government v ant to make a class martial the\ can do 
so; by recruiting men from Bengal. Madras or from Bombay, they can 
create a martial class within a few years because, after some time, the 
people will get the necessary training and they will become a martial 
class Martial instincts arc* not confined to the people of the Punjab or 
the North-West Frontier Province alone: there are martial classes all over 
India and all over the world. Therefore, I sa\ that, not that India is 
going to have full Dominion Status, Government should pursue the policy 
of recruiting and training men from all province* and from all classes of 
people in India, hut if unfortunately some of our friends argue the case 
in the manner they have done. I think the motion of m\^Honourable 
friend Mr. Yamin Khan, which is very proper and reasonable imo he lost- 
in this House. 

Mr. O. M. Young (Armv Secretary): Mr President. I do not propose 
to follow the last speaker into his somewhat unfortunate degression 
because it is not disputed in this House that the provision that Oovern 
ment are making for the Tndianisation of the officer ranks of the 4rmv 
includes ample representation of the non-enlisted classes. I will there¬ 
fore, confine my observations to the subject-matter of the motion before 
the House. 
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lu r ising to take my part, ior tlie sixth year Jut succession, in the 
debate on the Army, 1 find myself in an unfamiliar but not altogether uu- 
eomiortable position. Throughout the strenuous debates that we have 
had ior the last live years on this subject, 1 have come to regard two very 
formidable lines ol attack hitherto as inevitable. One ot these was the 
attack on the level of military expenditure, based upon the well-known 
figure ot 50 crores laid down by the Jnehcape Committee. So long, Sir, 
as military expenditure was above that level, 1 tound it very difficult, in 
fact impossible, to satisfy Honourable Members opposite that Govern¬ 
ment had every intention of ultimately coming down to that figure. As 
the House is now' well aware, the Budget figure ior this year is several 
crores below the ultimate aim recommended by the lnchcape Committee. 
Whether it will remain at that figure or not, of one thing we may be toler¬ 
ably certain, that we shall never see a Military Budget, in peace time, ol as 
much as 50 crores again. My Honourable iriend Mr. Yamm Khun, the 
Mover of the motion, has accordingly very wisely confined the scope of 
this debate to the other burning topic that always comes up in the course 
of the discussion of the Army Department grant, namely, Indianisation. 
Here again the mam attack that I have experienced in the last five years 
has been based upon a figure laid down by a Committee. The figure this 
lime was not a monetary figure; it was a date The Indian Sandhurst- 
Committee, better known as the Skeen Committee, recommended that an 
Indian Military College should he established in the year 1933. The Gov¬ 
ernment at the time were unable to commit themselves to this recom¬ 
mendation. and their refusal to do so aroused a storm ol linpatieiue and 
condemnation. It was m vain that 1, and other speakers on bell.ill ol 
Government, endeavoured to point out that Government did not say that 
there would not be an Indian Military College in 1933; they said \\ might 
be possible to have it in that year, it might not be founded nil later, or it 
might even be founded earliei This last suggestion was icceived with 
frank incredulity and J well remember a Member ot this House drawing 
oipicture of myself running about in the year 1932 with buck* and mortar, 
in order to slap up as quickly possible a building tor the Indian Military 
College, if it were decided to establish one in 1933 Well, Sir, we have 
the building, we have decided to lound the college; Ihc first examination 
will take place in duly next, and tin* college itself will open early in Octo¬ 
ber of this year. (Applause.) We shall hear no more of the year J933 in 
connection with flu* establishment ol a imlitarv college, just as we shall 
hear no more of the figure ol 50 crores in connection with our Military 
Budget. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav (Bombay Centra) Division Non Muhammadan 
■Rural): No credit to the Government of India. 

Mr. O. M. Young: 1 followed very carefully the speech of my Honour¬ 
able friend Mr. Vamin Khan. 1 wondered what it was that he was trying 
to impress upon Government Towards the close of his speech I gathered 
that what he was advocating was the total cessation of recruitment, ot 
British officers to the Indian Army . Sir, nobody who has the efficiency 
of the Indian Army at heart, could for a moment entertain such a sugges¬ 
tion, Government are all for accelerating the pace of Indianisation to 
the greatest possible measure consistent with efficiency, but to stop all 
recruitment of British officers to the Indian Army- would load to disaster. 
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1 should like, however, to take this opportunity of informing the House 
of what has been done in the last few years. My Honourable friend spoke 
as ii nothing had been done since the memorable debate in which he took 
part in this House in 1923; but oi course that is not the ease. Let me go 
back lor a little while to the publication of the Skeen Committee’s .Report 
and the debates that took place in this House at that time There were 
then only 10 vacancies available for Indians at Sandhurst. There were no 
commissions for Indians in the Artillery or the Engineers or the Signals; 
there were no \acancies for (’ranwell, that is to say, there was no means 
of entry for Indians into the Air Eorce. Even the 10 vacancies tor Sancr- 
hurst had not been regular! \ filled, i lliink J am right in saying that in 
no one 'year could we get all the candidates that we w-anted, although we 
were allowed to carry over Jrom one year to another. The average for 
some years was (i or 7; il sometimes dropped to 2 or 3. As a result of 
the deliberations of Government on the Skeen Committee's lteport, the 
number of vacancies at Sandhurst wa* raised from 10 to 20, Woolwicn 
was thrown open to Indians for the first time, and vacancies were also 
throw’ll open to Indians at Crauwcll lot the Air Force We also establish¬ 
ed a competitive examination in tin* country (previously the examination 
had been a closed one), and in accordance with one of the recommenda¬ 
tions of the Skeen Committee we took all possible steps to make the new* 
facilities ior Indian candidates intending to join the Arm t y known through¬ 
out the country. 1 he fact that we did *o was amply proved by the num* 

4pm ^ >er °* rtppbeations that we receded irom even comer of the 
country The first, results were not quite as satisfactory as w r e 
had hoped. In the first half-yearly examination 7 hoys, 1 think, out* oi 
10 passed lor Sandhurst, none lor Woolwich, and none for Crauwcll In 
the second examination, we had 10 tor Sandhurst, none ior Woolwich and 
none for Crauwcll. In the third examination the results were better. Not 
only did we till the ten places tor Sandhurst, not only did hoys successfully 
pass for ('ranwell and Woolwich, but we nad lor the first time a number 
of boys who qualified but did not succeed in obtaining place*, that is to 
say, we had. for the first time, effective competition In the next half- 
yearly examination the result was not so good, but *tifi steady progress 
w*as made, with the result that by 1930 tile (internment ol India in their 
despatch to the Secretary ol State on the Simon Commission's lteport, 
definitely recommended further expan.-ioii in the rate of Tndianisation of 
the Army, and also revived the question ol the establishment oi an Indian 
military college, with the result that we all know With the inauguration 
of the Indian Military College, the number oi vacancies has been increased 
from a maximum possible of 37 to GO. Tin* number of units selected for 
Jndianisation has been expanded so a* ultimately to form a complete divi¬ 
sion of all arms and a cavalry brigade ’1 his progress 1 think will be 
admitted by Honourable Membcis, to be considerable, and it has been 
done in w’hat I venture to suggest is the only possible way. that is, not by- 
laying dow r n a time table or programme for a definite number of years 
ahead, regardless of what might happen in the meantime, but by looking 
forward as far as it is safe to look forward, and deciding then to halt and 
take stock of the position and consider what the next ®tep should be. The 
successive steps that have been taken wen at mtenals of about five years. 
It was 5 or 6 years, from the time that Indians first went to Sandhurst, 
to the recommendations of the Indian Sandhurst Committee. It is about 
5 years from the time those recommendation® w’ero submitted to the 
Government till to-day. Five or six year* hence will be the time for the 
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next move; and it is precisely that time to which His Excellency the Com- 
mandcr-in-Cluef referred last year in Ins inaugural address to the Indian 
Military College Committee. He then said os follows: 

“ At the present moment, the young Indian officers in the eight units have seven 
years’ service. This is obviously not long enough for us to tell whether they ore going 
to be fit to administer and train a unit in peace and lead it in war. in seven more years, 
however, they will have had fourteen years' service, and by that timo 1 feel pretty certain 
we shall be able to give a definite opinion whebhor they are going to be a complete success 
or not; and we need not wait until a further seven years, which would bring young officers 
now in the Army up to 21 years’ service and approaching the time when they would com¬ 
mand units, before we decide to carry the experiment further.” 

I submit, therefore, that Government are proceeding in the most expeditious 
as well as the most effective manner, to expand Indianisation in the Army; 
and that it. would not be better to adopt, proposals which have been put 
forward several times in the past for a regular programme of Indianisation 
extending over a period ol 25 or 30 years; still less would it be better to 
adopt the proposal of my Honourable friend and close down British 
recruitment altogether. 

1 pass on to a subject which ha* exercised the minds of a good many of 
those who have taken part in the debate, namely, the prospects of the 
Viceroy’s Commissioned oilieer. and of tin* rank and file of the Indian 
Army who have hitherto entered the Army m the hope of attaining t.o 
Viceroy’s Commission rank. Now, tins problem has exorcised the mind 
of Government ever since it was originally decided,—now nearly five years 
ago—that in an Indiamsed unit, you can only have one type of commissioned 
officer. I need not go into that controversy again, but the Government of 
India realised that, if you started regimental etdablishments on the British 
pattern in Indian units with some 28 full King’s Commissioned officers, the 
need for the Viceroy’s Commissioned officer would clearly disappear, and 
something W'ould undoubtedly ha\c* to he done to keep the prospects of the 
rank and file at least ms good as they were before* In their despatch of 
September, 1930 on the Simon Heport, the Government ot India, in speak¬ 
ing of the conversion of the officer establishments to the British pattern, 
aaid: 


“ It will then be necessary either t o set apart more unite for Indianisation or to begin 
the conversion of the officer establishment to the British pattern, or to introduce a combi¬ 
nation of both these measures. Wo have not yet decidod which procedure we shall adopt. 
An important factor in the decision must naturally be the necessity of securing the rights 
and prospects of the Viceroy’s Commissioned officers, and of the sepoys and sowars who 
enter the army with the ambition of being promoted to Viceroy’s Commissioned rank.” 


Now, 1 will try and explain to the House exactly what the prospects 
amount to, and what we hope to he. the effect of the measures that we 
have introduced. In the first place, we have timo on our side. It will be 
some time yet before the first Indian King’s Commissioned officers under the 
new system is posted to an Indianised unit in a place hitherto reserved for 
a Viceroy’s Commissioned officer. The first batch of cadets will enter the 
Military College next October. Half of them will be men who have them¬ 
selves come from the ranks of the Army. Their course at the College 
will be for 2 years. After that, they wiil bo attached for ofie year to * 
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British battalion, and then join their unit in the Indian Army. Some of 
them no doubt will occupy places hitherto reserved for Viceroy’s Commis¬ 
sioned officers, but that will not be till the autumn of 1935, and the boys 
who in this way displace Viceroy’s Commissioned officers will themselves 
have come through the ranks. The same will apply to the next half-yearly 
entry, in the summer of 1936. In the autumn of 1936 the first Indian 
officers who entered the Indian Military College by direct competition will 
be posted to their units, and it will not be till then that uny one who has 
not himself been through the ranks of the Indian Army w 11 find himself 
-in a position hitherto reserved for the Viceroy’s Commissioned officer. I 
think Honourable Members will agree .... 


Mr. B. V. Jadhav: Is that distinction desirable between those w T ho go 
to the Military Academy through the ranks and those who go through direct 
examination '! 

Mr. G. M. Young: l do not think I can go into that question now. It 
was a question to which the Committee and the Government gave a great 
deal ol thought. They ultimately decided that Indians who enter through 
tile ranks will require only a two years course at the College, as distinct 
trom the three years required lor those who enter by open competition. I 
am now merely explaining what will be the* effect on the posts which have 
hitherto been held by Viceroy's Commissioned officers Then, we must 
remember that the pobt of Viceroy’s Commissioned officer will continue for 
a very considerable time m tin- other regiments and battalions which have 
uot been selected for indianisation. llroadly speaking Indianisation will 
proceed m all probability by units within groups, and the other units of the 
same group will still be officered tor ^ome turn* on the old pattern of British 
officers and Viceroy ’s Commissioned officers. It will therefore be possible 
to space out the total number of posts of Viceroy s Commissioned officers 
m Mich a way as to pro\ide lor the pmmution ot non-commissioned officers 
from the Indiuuising unts, who would under the old system have aspired 
to the post of Viceroy’s Commissioned officer m their own units. Then, 
bes’dos that, a** Honourable Member** know, halt the vacancies every year 
ure to be reserved for Indian Arm\ cadet**, that is to say, cadets who 
enter through the rank oi tin* Indian Army. Although, as my Honourable 
friend Sirdar Harbans Singh suggest, that will not bring in the same 
class of person as now hold the Viceroy’s Commission, we do hope that, 
by means of the King Georg* Schools anil by encouragement of the enlisted 
classes to educate themselves up to the standard required ffir King's Com¬ 
missioned officers in time we dull get a continuous flow of officer*, fullv 
qualified to take the K ng’s Cmmni*sion, and that the number of men in 
the ranks who could not hope ror anvthing beyond the Viceroy’s Commis¬ 
sion will steadilv decline. The •■nl.sted classes as a whole w-Jl certainly 
not suffer by flu* change. I have no hesitation in saung that ther pros¬ 
pects will In* better than they have been before My Honourable friend 
Captain Slier Muhammad Khan made a suggestion for the creation of the 
posts of Warrant Officers. That suggest on is at this moment under con¬ 
sideration. 1 run unable to make am definite statement about it; but it 
is obviously a suggestion that has to be considered in any re-organisation 
of the officer establishments of the units of the Indian Army, so as to hrkig 
them into line with those of Hie British Army. fe 
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I do not think I need weary the House any more. I have dealt fully 
with the one aspect which has found expression to-day in the course of 
debate, namely, the prospects of the rank and file ol* the Indian Army 
under the new conditions. T should like to repeat the assurance that Gov¬ 
ernment will always keep the interests ol that class in mind, whatever 
may be the future course of Indianisation in the Army. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav: 1 was very sorry to see that some bitterness was in¬ 
troduced into the discussion on this cut by unnecessarily bringing in the 
question of martial and non-martial races. 1 belong to an ackuow lodged 
martial race and therefore 1 do not lay nivself open to a charge of parti¬ 
sanship when 1 say that the distinction now sought lo be made is not at 
all desirable. In the history of India, we shall find that every race has 
distinguished itself at some time or other as opportunities occurred. Even 
in Bengal, which is now’ looked upon as a non-martial province, there were 
big kingdoms and people have fought there and have raised their armies. I 
do not think I need pursue this unprofitable subject-. The Government of 
India have decided to admit eligible young men. whatever community they 
mav belong to, if they find them suitable for the Army and 1 think that has 
been a very wise de» rum M\ Iriciid the Army Secretary bus given a 
succinct history ot tlu* 1 nui.mis.ition «.t the Army and therein he has tried 
to justify the present dtciMon ot the Government of India to do away with 
the Viceroy V ('onmisMuiis as l.tr as the Indmnised units are concerned. 

I may point out that, however, necessary or wise that resolution may be, 
it will work to the prejudice ot the best interests ot India. In the first 
place this new decision wdl retard the rate ol Indiamsation. Up to this 
time 12 King’s Commissioned ollicers were required to fully hidianise a 
battalion. Under the present tesolution no less than 28 King’s Commis¬ 
sioned otti. ers will la* required lor that work, which means that the rate of 
Indianisation will be retarded by two and one-third times That is one 
objection to tin* scheme. Another objection to tin 1 scheme is that it will 
prove very costk man the \er\ beginning and the cost will increase as 
Indianisation proceeds. The 16 or 17 Viceroy's Commissioned officer^ are 
paid a very moderate salary evor\ month. All of them will have to he re¬ 
placed by King's Commissioned officers who will he getting at least *100 
or 500 rupees a month. So the total expenditure on this branch will be 
a very heav\ item when all the units, are ultimately Indianised, and in 
this w r ay the expenditure on the Arniv will he very materially increased 
Praises have been sung here and the pages of the military history of India 
are replete with the efficiency and the brave deeds of the Viceroy’s Com¬ 
missioned officers ever since that service was instituted. If they were 
quite efficient all these \enrs and if they ha\c done valuable service in the 
Indian Arim, there is no reason wh\ they should now’ he dispensed with 
and their places should he given only to King’s Commissioned officers. 

As T pointed out just now, the introduction of that system will retard 
Indianisation nearly three times, and at the same time it will entail very 
heavy expenditure Hopes are held forth that new posts of warrant, 
officers will he created in order to satisfy the higher aspirations of those 
men who have now enlisted in the battalions w'hioh are going to be 
Indianised. That too, T mav point out, will entail further expenditure and 
the Indianisation on the whole it appears is going to cost the treasury of 
Tr>ri; ° « very heavy amount. Sir. we nlwavs press for Indianisation with 
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the object that wiion any department is Indianised, it will save something 
to the country. But, the policy oi the Government has always been to in¬ 
crease the expenditure. 1 had no opportunity ol speaking yesterday, but 
L was going to show how in every department where Indianisation was 
attempted "the Government have always increased the expenditure and 
did not take proper cure to n duct* n. So in the case oi the Army too, X 
am afraid, they are going to follow the same policy of increasing expendi¬ 
ture 1 m th<‘ 11 , 1111 ,' oi 1 ndianisalion I have poimed out that by the abolition 
of the Viceroy’s Commission the expenditure on the olhcejN* pay lull will 
be very heavily increased and it, as was given out by im mend, ('upturn 
Slier Muhammad, warrant officers are to he also added, then ugu'n further 
expenditure will la* entailed. As mr tin question whetln-*- a Dominion 
Army should be raised, 1 ought to say a few words. A dominion or pro¬ 
vincial armv. Sir, a-> has he# n d^scrib^d m the Simon Deport, will be the 
ruin of India. (Some Honourable Members: “Why?”) I>o wo expect 
tliui tne autonomous provinces m the near future are t> fight w-tli < ach 
other with Hair own armies under their own commanders 0 (Laughter.) 
If these provincial ,i |, iuns are raised, they will he undo the onu r- of the 
Provincial Governments with t u • * Member in charge or the Minister in 
churn- There will he some ditiennoes with a nci'/lihouiv.u.r province and 
ultimate l\ that may lead to a war II India as a nation is to go 
ahead, then there ought m be a unified army under a unified command, 
and I do not subscribe to the view that there should he a provincial army 
for everv province. 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer : Sir, when I uv.*d the phrase ‘ Duimn.un Army”, 

I was referring to a Dominion Status mr India, and w as speaking of India 
as a Dominion and not as a provinc* * 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav: 1 am very glad my Iluiiourable friend, Mr. Ranga 
Iyer, does m,i want a ptuvmcial anny, but that he .s claiming a Dominion 
Army. If the whole of the Indian Army as now maintained by India is to 
be called a Dominion Army, I have no object m.u. 

As tor the suggestion that there should he a military college for every 
province, I may point out that it cuMs for very heavy cost, and besides so 
niti'iy oilictis a»e not warned All the ohuem passing out of a military 
college have the prospect oi being emp'oyed m the Army, and the Sand¬ 
hurst College in England is n \\ sulliciont to turn out all the officers re¬ 
quired for the whole of the Indian Army. In the same w^ay, the new 
academv at Debra Dim a ill m lime lw able to xiippl otiieer.s ior *Ju- whole 
of the Indian Army. There will be no necessity of having another college, 
because wo in future look for icduction in tlie Army. And if the size of 
the Army is going to be reduced, then to that extent the number of officers 
will have to be reduced at the same time. So I do not support the idea 
of having a military college in every province. We do w r ant Indianisation, 
and that, as I say, for the purpose of reducing expenditure. But the wdiole 
system of English military education and the military career of the cadets 
are very expensive. Lieutenants are paid very high salaries from our point 
of view'. But the Lieutenants recruited in England do come from very 
high and rich families and they have very expensive habits and we know 
that many of these —at any rate a vory large proportion of the English 
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Lieutenants and Captains—are indebted to the banyan in the bazaar. 
(Laughter.) (Captain Slier Muhammad Khan (Jakhar : “Their salary 
evidently is not enough.”) And 1 know that even the Indian cadets^ 
after they leave to Sandhurst and mine bark, and are son mg in the Army, 
are in the same sad plight There is a son of a friend of mine who is an 
officer m the Army. Although the hoy is a \ery well-be haved boy and does 
not drink or smoke, still he finds it diJlicult to make both ends meet, and 
his father has to supply lnm with a few hundreds at the least at the end 
of every year. (Captain Sher Muhammad Khan Oahhar : “Then they are 
not adequately paid.”) Certainly not, according to the ideas of f'uptain 
Sher Muhammad Khan. But I think they are more highly paid than the 
Captains and Lieutenants m the (iemian or the Trench or the Japanese 
Army: and if these men are to do the work which tin* Viceroy s Commis¬ 
sioned officers have been doing up to this time, then I do nut understand 
why they should nm into debt and adopt extrayagant habits of life in 
order to keep up their position With these words. Sir, 1 would like to 
support the cut. 

An Honourable Member: I mou* that the question he now put. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Hahiintoola) Order, order. 
The Chair would like to ascertain the wishes of the Honourable House as 
to when they wish to adjourn to-day Honourable Members are aware 
that# in accordance with the arrangement yvinch lias been arrived at, this 
motion must conclude to-day either by taking it to yote or by being talked 
out Either alternative is open to the House Hut the Chair would like 
to be enlightened as to yvhon the House proposes to adjourn to-day. The 
Chair is asking this question because at the conclusion of Mr. Jadhav's 
speech, about half a dozen Honourable Members stood up to address the 
House If each oil** of them is to get a chance to take part in the discus¬ 
sion, the House will have to sit till a very late hour. The (’hair is 
entirely in the hands of the House as to what their wishes are. (Cric* of: 
“Let the House adjourn at half past four ” “A quarter to five.”) Well, 
one Honourable Member has asked for a closure. ] take it that the House 
is agreeable to niv accepting the closure. (Toicrs: “Yes.”) I accept thg 
closure. The question is: 

“ That the question bo now put.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President: Now J want to know if the Honourable Member, Sir 
George Schuster, yvishes to reply. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: No, Sir. 

Mr. President: Mr. Yamin Khan. I hope the Honourable Member will 
not be very long. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: Sir, I wanted to hear during this 
debate the views of all the Honourable Members of this House, 
hut unfortunately the time at my disposal lias not been very 
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long. 1 was sorry to see that there had been some kind of a 
conlliet of opinion on such a resolution, or some kind of heated discussion 
on such a question winch should 1 think have got the support of the whole 
House. If 1 did not get support for my Jtesolutiun m 1923, 1 expected 
at least that in 1932, the whole House would support my llebolution. (An 
Honourable Member : “Press it to a division and we will vote for it.") 
Now I find my motion 1ms not been opposed by Government, and that 
it has met with a very cordial reception from my Honourable friend, the 
Army Secret an.. I had ol course met with a good reception even m 1923 
from the late lamented Lord Pawlinson, who was a great friend of mine, 
at that tune lint for tins ineideni, there should not be a feeling of heart¬ 
burning ol the nature that we have witn< ssed, nor should tho feelings run 
so high on such serious questions. Personally, 1 feel very sorry for this. 
If anything is said <*n either side which 1ms been offensive, then T am ready 
to apologise on behalf of my friends on one side or the other J think 
when they give their minds to sueh serious affairs, they should for the 
time lining forget their own feelings, but should coolly and deliberately 
think on the point under discussion only. 1 know from the wav the House 
has express^- I itself tied '* is a a!L fnilv supporting me. T do not want the 
vote of the House, which is really unite explicit because 1 know that the 
H ouse is with me even if I do not divide it What T really wanted was 
the expression of the feelings from different sides of the House, and also 
1 wanted to sec whether they receive my suggestion well or not. Sir, it 
has been urged by me tlmt in future the recruitment of the officers in the 
Indian Army should be entirely from amongst Indians. That is the only 
principle I am c n\meed that even die Government will accept this 
advice hut perhaps c/ter some time. T may tell Government that it is 
better to ..ct a I MJe too oaily raUer than to net a little too late which js 
not right. 


Sir, as the TToiise had expressed its desire that- we should adjourn at 
half past four, and as ] have, already exceeded the time limit by two 
minutes. 1 would like to conclude my remarks ns I do not want that the 
Members who are to be entertained by vv»u after half an hour should be 
deprived of their entertainment in nnv way T do not think, therefore, 
Sir. that it will servo any purpose if the motion is put t-o the vote of the 
House. 


Mr. President: Order, order. Does the Honourable Member ask the 
leave of the House to withdraw his motion or does he w'ant the Chair 
to put the question 

Several Honourable Members: Tut. the question. 

Mr, Muhammad Yamin Khan: "[ do not withdraw. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

** That tho demand under the head * Executive Count il * be reduced by Ra. 100. u 
‘The Assembly divided: 
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AYES—63. 


Modv, Mr. II P. 

Muazzam Sahib Bahadur, Mr. 
Muhammad. 

Mujumdar, Sardar O. N. 

Alunshi, Mr. Jehangir K. 

Murtuza Sahcb Bahadur, Maulvi 
Sayyid. 

Neogy, Mr. K. C. 

Parma Nand, Bhni. 

Patil, Ilao Bahadur B. L 
Puri, Mr. G os wain 1 M. R 
R !•:’I'lhi* »SiMidi. Kiniwar 
Rajah, Rno Bahadur M C 
Raj an Bakhsh Shah, Khan Bahadur 
d.iMidum Su'd. 

Ranga Iyer, Mr. C. S. 

Ra'-logi, Mr. Badri Lai. 

Reddi, Mr. T. N. Ramakiiahna 
Sadiq Hasan, Shaikh. 

Sant Singh. Sard.ir 
Sarda, l)iwan Bahadur ilarlula*. 

Sen, Mr. S. C 
Sen, Pandit Satyendra Nath 
Sher Muhammad Khan (Sakh.tr, Cap 
tain 

Singh, Mr (Java Prasad 
Sit.ravareju, Mi B 
^uln 'u. -K, S i* Abdullah 
Sukhr.i | Ra Rai Bahadur 
Th.inipan, Mr K P 
Hjipi Sahi b Balia lur, Mi 
Wajihiiddm. Khan Bahadur Ifaji. 
Ya’M'M Ki'.i * Mr Muhammad 
Z laud din Ahmad, Dr 

NOES—39. 

Acott, Mr A. S. V. 

Ahmad Nawaz Khan, AI..jor Nawah. 1 
Allah Bakbh Khan Tiwana, Kluin 
Bahadur Bialik 

Allison, Mr. F. W. ’ 

Azizuddin Ahmad Bilgrami Qa/i. j 
Bajpai, Mr. R S. 

Banerjb Mr. Rajnarayan. 

Brown AP II J! 

Clow, Mr A. G. J 

Cocke, Sir Hugh. j 

Cosgrave, Mr. W. A. 

Crerar, The Honourable Sir Janie* 

Dalai, Dr. R. T) 

Fo* Mr. H. B 
French, Mr. J. C. 

Graham, Sir Lancelot. 

Gwynne, Mr. C. W. 

II oath cote Mi L V. 

Howell, Sir Evelyn. 

Jaw.; liar Singh, Sardar Bahadur 
Sardar 

The motion was adopted. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Cloclc on Thursday 
the 17th March,* 1932. 


Macqiuvii. Mr P. 

Mooie, Mr. Arthur. 

Miikhorj *e, Ru Bahadur S. C. 
Nixon, Ivli J C. 

No\ce, Sir Frank 

Rahuddin Aliniad, Khan Bahadur 
M nil vi. 

Ra*nv, The Honourable Sir George. 
Rama Ran, Diwan Bahadur U. 

Rau, Mr P R. 

Rvan, Mr. T. 

S.iln, Air. Ram Pra^had Naruv.in, 

Si hunter. The H<»iiouiunlc Sir George. 
Scott. Mr J. Ramsay. 

Seaman, Mr. C. K. 

St odd. Mr. E. 

Syke., Mi E F. 

Tait. Air John. 

Wood, Sir Edgar. 

Young, Mr. G. M. 


Abdul Alatin Chaudhury, Mr 
Abdur Rahim, Sir. 

Alnnetl, Mr. K. J 

Anklesaria, Air. N. N. 

Anwar-ul-Azim, Mr. Muhammad I 

A/har All, Air. Muliannuad , 

Bhuput Sing, Air. 

Chandi Afal Gola, Bhagat 

Chmoy, Air. Rahimloola AI. j 

Das. *Vi. A 

Das, Air B. j 

Dudliorui, Air Nabakumar Sing 

Dutt, Mr. Amur Nath. } 

Fazal Ilatj Pir&ihn, Shaikh. ! 

Ghiunavi Air A 11. i 

Gidnev. Lieut -Colonel Sir Henry 
Gour, Sir Hari Singh. * 

Gunjal, Air. N. 11. 
llai bans Singh Br.ir, Sirdar 
Haii Raj Svwrup, Lala. , 

Ibrahim All Khan. Lt N »wab , 

Aluhummad 

Ishwartingji, Nawab Nahai*ing|i I 

Ismail All Khan, lvunwar llaji e 
]sra, Ch. udlin, 

Jadhav, Mr B V. 1 

Jog, Mr S G 
Joslu, Mr N M 
Lahiri Chaudhury. Mr. 1) K 
Lai Chand. Tlony. Captain Tlu<> Bdn 1 
dur Chaudhn 

Liludhar Chaudhury, Seth. , 

Maywood Ahmad, Air. AI. 

AtlMa, Mr B X. 

Mitra, Mi. S C. 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Thursday, 17th March, 1932. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House aft 
Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


THE GENERAL BUDGET—LIST OF DEMANDS— contd. 

Demand No. 28— Executive Council — contd. 
lloya] Commission on Labour. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi (Nominated Non-Official): Sir, T move: 

“ That the Demand under the head ‘ Executive Council * be ieduced by Rs. 100.*’ 

Sir, my object m placing tins motion belore the House is lirst to ask 
the Go\eminent of Judin and their various departments concerned to give 
me an explanation wh\ the various recommendations oi the Royal Com¬ 
mission ori Indian Labour have not been given effect to and uh \ m some 
cases they have been o\ erlooked. And then, Sir, if the explanation given 
h\ tlie various departments of the Government are not satisfactory. I would 
request this House to help me in making a protest against the delay caused 
by their inaction Sir, as urn know, the Ro\al Commission on Indian 
Labour signed its report about this time last year. It is many months 
since tin* report was published, but the machinery of the Government of 
India, as is well known, unfortunately for us moves very slowly. Up to 
this time the Government of India have brought forward before this Legis¬ 
lature only a lew measures. They brought forward a Bill to amend the 
Trade Disputes Act in a very minor way They have brought forward a 
Bill giving effect to the recommendations of the Royal Commission on 
workmen’s compensation. I admit. Sir, that this is an important measure. 
They have also brought foiward recently a measure regarding the recruit¬ 
ment and repatriation of labourers on Assam plantations. I admit that 
this measure too is of some importance. But, Sir, the proposals covered 
by these three Bills are not in the fir^t place the most important, and in 
the second place. 1 esidos these there is a large number of proposals made 
by the Royal Commission wdiicdi are not yet touched by the Government 
of Tndia. T want therefore the Government of India to state in detail 
what, they have done regarding several of the recommendations of the 
Royal Commission on Labour. It is true that if they try to give a reply 
ns regards each recommendation of the Royal Commission, the time 
allotted for the discussion of this motion may not suffice. I w'ould there¬ 
fore like them to state about each important recommendation what they 
have done so far and how long they will take to prepare their proposals 
upon each recommendation and place them before the Legislature. Sir, 
I am one of those people w*ho do not think that w’e can get things done 
all at once by methods of revolution I believe we must accept the fact 
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that w’e can only progress by stages. But if the stages are so slow that 
we cannot reach oil*’ goal within a reasonable time, tliafc slow'ness will he 
an enemy of the method which we all like to follow. I would therefore 
like the Government of India to recognise this fact, that the Royal Com¬ 
mission on Indian Labour consisted of people who recognised that we 
cannot by revolutionary methods eh mge the conditions in India so far as 
fhey affect the industrial workers. There were men who were officers of 
Government, there were some gentlemen from England, who cannot be 
accused of being revolutionaries, there were representatives of employed, 
and men like Mr. Srinivasa Sastri, who are not levolutionaries; and there 
fore when they made recommendations legardmg the improvement of 
conditions ot labour, these recommendations must he regarded as moderate. 
It is intended that these recommendations sliould he given effect to at ail 
early date so that the improvement in the conditions of labour which is 
sought will he effected within a reasonable time, and I nmy say, Sir, 
will he effected m time so that those people w ho believe m revolutions 
mav not become strong and may not gain much strength in this country. 
Sir, if I attempt to deal with all these recommendations, the time at, mv 
disposal will not be enough and it is not nocessarv for mv purpose, hut 
T can onlv mention a few of the recommendations and would like the 
Government of India to state what they have so far done within this year 
and how* far progress has been made on each of thorn. Sir. the third 
chapter of the report of the Royal Commission deals with enipk vment and 
unemployment The problem of unemployment is an important problem 
and many people* have suffered on account of unemployment in our 

country. The Royal Commission on Labour recognises that there is some 
unemployment in this country. T want to know what the Government of 
Tndia have done to consider how unemployment should la* met and how 
the suffering caused 1>\ unemployment can be relieved. The Royal Com¬ 
mission on Indian Labour has suggested certain investigations in this 

matter. I want to know whether those investigations have been started, 
and if so. when the investigations were started and by what machinery. 
Then, Sir, the Royal Commission on Labour has made a recommendation 
regarding the reduction of hours of work in factories. This is a very urgent 
problem. The hours of work in Indian factories have not changed for 
more than ten years. I want to know' when Government propose to in¬ 
troduce a Bill on that point. The same may be asked about improving 
the conditions in factories. The Royal Commission on Indian Labour has 
made several recommendations on that point. The Rovnl Commission 
has also made recommendations for securing some kind of inspection and 
control over those factories wdiich w r ere not controlled so far. They called 
these factories unregulated factories, and thev have made certain sugges¬ 
tions how these unregulated factories should bo controlled, and I want to 
know how far the Government proposals on this point have progressed. 
Then thev have made certain proposals ns regards improvements to he made 
in the conditions prevailing in mines. T want to know' why no Bill has so 
far been introduced in this Assembly on that point. 

Then there is the question of the minimum wage. The Royal Com¬ 
mission has asked certain investigations to be made regarding industries 
which could he brought under regulation for fixing a minimum w r age. Then 
there is the question of deduction from wages by fines. This question has 
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ibeen 'nvestigated by the Government of India and Local Governments and 
I do not know why there should be any delay in bringing forward proposals 
tt> legislate on this question. Then there is the question of health and 
welfare of the working classes. The Roydl Commission has recommended 
l&at Public Health Acts should be passed. Perhaps these Acts have to be 
passed by Local Governments, but I want to know what the Government 
of India have done in making suggestions to the Local Governments on 
this point. 

Then the Koypl Commission has recommended that maternity benefit 
should be provided to women workers in industries. This question wafc 
also discussed in this House some years ago and there should be no diffi¬ 
culty in bringing forward legislation on this point The Commission has 
made recommendations as to how we should progress towards the estab¬ 
lishment of* national health insurance; they have recommended certain 
investigations to be earned out. T want to know whether a beginning has 
been made in earning out those investigations. Certainly some work will 
have to he done by actuaries, and after the preliminary work is done the 
Royal Commission has recommended that the Government of India should 
appoint, a committee to go into the whole question and see how far we 
could provide 1 measures for safeguarding the health of the industrial work¬ 
ers. 

Then there is the question of plantations. I am glad that the Govern¬ 
ment. of India have introduced, a Bill oil one of the points dealt with by 
the Royal Commission: but tin* Koval Commission has dealt w'ith several 
other point'** They have recommended the establishment of n minimum 
wage. r I hoy hn\e also recommended several measures for securing good 
health for the people working on plantations. 1 want to know what the 
Government of India have done on that point. T want to know' whether 
they propose to legislate on those questions or not. 

Then the Koval Commission on Indian Labour made recommendations 
about the passing of a Statistics Act. It is a very important thing. In 
India often we are at a disadvantage for want of statistics. I want to 
know w ? hat the Government of India have done in preparing a Bill for 
collecting statistics. 

These are some of the points which touch the main report of the Koval 
Commission and thev generally are to be dealt w’ith bv the Department 
ef Industries and Labour. Then there is one question w'hich is a very im¬ 
portant one* I do not know r whether the Department of industries and 
Labour will deal with it or the Horne Department will deal with it; it is 
the question of the indebtedness of industrial workers. The Koval Com¬ 
mission has made recommendations to prevent indebtedness and to mini¬ 
mise the bad effects of indebtedness of the industrial worker. Some legis¬ 
lation must be passed very urgently, because these industrial workers 
suffer n very groat deal on account of their indebtedness; and the recom¬ 
mendations must he given effect to without delay. Whether the Indus¬ 
tries and Labour Department, deal with this subject or the Homo Depart¬ 
ment. 1 want some reply from either of them as to why delay has been 
caused in giving effect to the recommendations regarding indebtedness. 

Then I shall come to some points which are to be dealt with bv the 
Department of Commerce presided over by the Honourable the Leader of tha 
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House. Some time ago I asked him what the Government of India had 
done regarding the proposals of the Royal Commission for railway workers. 
He did not condescend to give me a reply. T would like i;he Honourable 
the Leader of the House to tell me today what he has done in order that 
effect should be given to the recommendations of the Royal Commission 
for the benefit of railwaymen. Jt is wrong of him to delay giving effect 
to these recommendations. I read the other day that the railwaymen are 
threatening a strike. Under these circumstances if the Royal Commission 
on Indian Labour have made anv recommendations how industrial dis¬ 
putes on railways should be settled, is it riot the duty of the Government 
to give effect to these recommendations without loss of time, and prevent 
great suffering which the railwaymen may have to suffer and prevent also 
a great deal of loss of public revenue? 

Then 1 would like the Commerce Member to tell me what he hug done 
so far regarding the Royal Commission's recommendations tor the benefit 
of seamen. The Commission in the first place stated ver\ clearly that 
the problem of the conditions of seamen on board ships is a very important 
one, and as it is an important one, it must be investigated; but unfortunate¬ 
ly the Commission decided that these foreign-going ships are foroign-owned 
and therefore' the\ could not deal \\itli that question 1 want to know how 
the Government of India propose to deal with tin* question of the condi¬ 
tions of life and service for seamen on foreign-going slops. T suggest to 
them that these conditions must he investigated cither l>\ a committee 
or by a small conference, because thi Indian seamen have many grievances 
regarding this question Their hours of work are long; their food supply 
is not adequate and their accommodation is not also adequate On the 
other hand, in our own Merchant Shipping Act there is u difference made 
between the accommodation to be provided for Indian lasears and Europ¬ 
ean crew. I do not know’ vvliv there should be anv difference between 
Indian lasears and the European crew as regards the accommodation to 
be provided T do not even know w hy there should bo a difference betw een 
the food to be provided to European workers and Tndim seamen You may 
make any difference in the articles of food according to the taste of the 
people in India and the people of England; blit why should there bo a 
difference in the quantities of food? Why should there be a difference in 
the accommodation? The Royal Commission has also made recommenda¬ 
tions regarding the recruitment of seamen, and on several other questions 
regarding seamen T w*ant the Honourable the Commerce Member to tell 
me what he has done so far and what bo proposes to do. 

Then there are one or tw r o other questions which affect Indian seamen. 
Indian seamen are not allowed to go into certain latitudes. At one time 
something wrong had occurred on a ship and Indian seamen suffered from 
cold, and the Secretary of State for Tndia took it into his head that Indian 
seamen should not be allowed to go into certain latitudes Since then 
the place of Indian seamen has been taken by Malayans and by Chinese 
seamen, and Indian seamen have lost their employment. T want to know' 
when the Government of Tndia propose to remove that restriction which 
prevents Indian seamen going into certain of the colder regions. Then 
there are other grievances of the Indian seamen which T do not wish to 
discuss on this occasion. 
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The Royal Commission has also mode certain recommendations re¬ 
garding the department of the Honourable the Commerce Member on the 
point of conditions of workers in docks. They have suggested that there 
should bo a sort of register of workers in ports to regularise employment, 
and that there should he certain safety regulations for the workers in 
docks; and the Royal Commission has suggested that the Government of 
India should pass legislation enabling Local Governments to make safety 
regulations. T want- to know wffint the Government of Tndin have done 
in that matter. The Commission has also suggested that labour interests 
should he represented on Tort Trusts. T want to know what has been 
done on that point also 

Then, Sir, we know that recommendations have been made in respect 
of workers engaged in other means of transport such as tramways, buses 
and other vehicles. 1 do not wish to go into the details now, but there is 
only one more point with which 1 wish to deal, and that point touches the 
department which is represented here by the Honourable the Foreign 
Secretary. The Royal Commission on Indian Labour has made a recom¬ 
mendation, and a very strong recommendation too, that in all the provincial 
and central legislatures, labour interests must he adequately represented. 
They have given very cogent reasons why labour interests should be 
adequately represented in the legislatures. I am not going to deal with 
the conj^titutionul aspect of the question today, but there is one question 
which is very urgent, and therefore I propose to deal with it today. There 
is a Legislative Council being established now in the North-West Frontier 
Province, and from the constitution which hag been published, I find that 
there is absolutely no provision made for the representation of labour 
interests there. This is dearly against the recommendation of the Royal 
Commission. There are 40 Members in that Legislature, and out of these 
40, 1 do not sot* any seats reserved for labour at all. 1 find that provision 
has been made tor Muslim representation, Muslim rural, non-Muslim re¬ 
present a lion non-Muslim rural-, Sikhs, Landholders, nominated non- 
officials, nominated officials and for e'\ cry body, but there is no provision 
made whatsoever for labour representation in that constitution. I fed, after 
.having studied the rules regarding franchise, a large number of classes in 
the North-West Frontier Province will have absolutely no representation, 
and 1 will give the Honourable the Foreign Secretary some figures. There 
are in the North-West Frontier Prov-ncc farm servants and field labourers 
numbering about 14,000 1 want to know how’ these people are going to be 

enfranchised or represented bv the provision so fur made by the Foreign 
Secretary. Those people w r ill have no representation at all, because the 
franchise is based upon the land assessment. Franchise is also given to 
tenants, hut certainly it is not given to field labourers and servants, w’hose 
number is put in thousands, and T want to know’ how r these people are going 
to he represented. 

Then, Sir, in that- province there are about 288.000 people engaged in 
industry. I quite realise that some of these people may get the franchise 
by other means, hut out- of those 288,000 people, there are certainly some 
who are merely wage-earners or labourers, and T estimate, to err on the safe 
side, their number cannot he less than 50,000. T should like to know by 
what method it is proposed to enfranchise these people or give them re¬ 
presentation in the North-West Frontier Province Council. Then, out of 
the&e people who are engaged in industry, there are about 9,000 sweepers. 
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How are they to get representation? Then there are also transport work¬ 
ers consisting of porters and messengers, whose number comet* to about 
5,000, railway workers about 5,000. Then again there are about 143,000 
people engaged in trade. 1 am not aware of the number of shopkeepers, 
because I don't represent them, but certain!v these shopkeepers may have 
some servants employed under them, and T estimate their number to be 
about 50,000. Now, how are all these people to he represented? Then 
there is the public administration which consists of Government employee*, 
and certainly there are some poor peons and sepoys. How are they going 
to bo represented ’* Who is going to speak on their behalf in the Legisla¬ 
ture? Then there are about 21,000 domestic servants in the North-West 
Frontier Province, how art* these people going to be enfranchised? Then 
there are also labourers who belong to unspecified categoric*, and their 
number is more than 50.000 Out of 22 lakhs of tin* total population, nil the, 
people that I have mentioned numbering more than two lakhs will have 
absolutely no chance of being represented, and 1 want to know why these 
people should suffer m point of representation They will be puung taxes, 
they are not going to escape taxation If their interests lie in the province, 
wh\ should they not have anv representation in the Legislature 1 of the 
province? 1 feel. Sir. that the whole question of labour representation has 
been overlooked by the Government of India and the Glue? Gomminsioner 
of the province* I therefore want the- Honourable the Foreign Secretary to 
look into this question. There is still some remedy which they could take. 
There are six scats for nomination at least I want to know how these 
six neats an* going to he filled. For whom is this nomination intended? 
Most of the interests in the province have been adequately represented. 

I w r ant, therefore, S.r. that these six scat-* should he reserwd for nomina¬ 
tion of people who will undertake to represent the interests of the unen¬ 
franchised classes, tin* labourers and so forth and I hope Government will 
consider mv suggestion ver\ fnvnurabh and remove the defect m tho con¬ 
stitution of the province Whatever has to he done should be done im¬ 
mediately, and whatever has to he done Inter on, can he left to be done 
on a future date, but whatever has to be done must be done without 
delay. 

Mr. President, 1 hu\e now dealt with the se\eral departments, but there 
is one department, which is a sort ol superdepartnicnt. with which 1 propose* 
to deal now, and that is the Finance Department When tlit• question of 
retrenchment was discussed in this House, I could not get an opportunity 
of telling the Finance Member how retrenchment should not be effected. 
Fnfortunately I did not get an opportunity to do that on that occasion. 
But that question is equally relevant today, and I therefore want to know 
from the Finance Member whether he has taken sufficient care to see that 
while making retrenchments, the very object of retrenchment is not 
frustrated. Sir, whv are we making retrenchment? We are making 
retrenchment, because our iv\cmies have suffered on account ot depression 
in trade Therefore, if we make retrenchments on principles which are 
wrong and bv methods by which depression will increase, it is a wrong 
method of retrenchment. T would therefore suggest to tin* Finance Mem¬ 
ber that, while making retrenchment, lie should take care that the pro¬ 
ductive efficiency of the masses of the people in this country does not 
suffer, because if their productive efficient*v suffers, what will happen.? 
The purchasing power of the people will go down, and your depression will 
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increase still more. Sir, you all know that Mr. Henry Ford is a great 
industrialist, and he has very clearly stated that an industrialist or financier 
who begins to make retrenchments by cutting down wages and by undertak¬ 
ing measures which will reduce the productive efficiency of the people is 
not fit to be an industrialist or a financier. He says that it is the height 
of folly to trv to reduce expenditure by reducing wages and by taking 
measures by which the purchasing power of the people will be reduced. I 
therefore* want the Finance Member to tell me whether lie has placed 
sufficient funds at the disposal of the various departments which have to 
deal with Indian labour, and especially which have to deal with these 
departments which have to give effect to the recommendations of the Boyal 
Commission on Labour Sir, it is quite natural that in these tunes of 
depression, the Finance Minister should look into the financial proposals 
very carefully, blit that does not mean that he should refuse to give 
sufficient monev <o the various departments which have to deal with such 
questions as have to g»ve effect to the recommendations of the Royal 
Commission Why was that Commission appointed at all if their recom¬ 
mendations arc not to he given effect to immediately? I want therefore 
the Finance Member to tell me whether he i& willing to provide sufficient 
funds for giving effect to the recommendations of the Royal Commission. 

I do not suggest that ho should provide crores of rupees immediately, but 
certainly the Department of Industries hn* been charged by the Royal 
Commission on Labour to make investigation as to how the national health 
insurance should lx* established m India Monev for the investigation of 
questions of this kind should not he refused, because, if peoples’ health is 
secured, the workers’ etficicnc\ will be increased and you will get better 
re\cnues. In the same way, if we want money for making certain investi¬ 
gations into the conditions of seamen or any other questions, money miiat 
he provided That monev need not he estimated ill crores The Money 
required for these investigations and for providing a sufficient fctaff to 
hasten the preparation of legislation will he a small amount I therefore 
want the Finance Member to explain to me win money was not provided 
for in this Budget for th.it kind of work, and what lie proposes to do in 
the future 

Mr President, 1 do not wish to take up any more time of the House, 
but I want to appeal to the Hou*e on this question This m « very vital 
and important question imm the point of \iew of the Indi m workers The 
(lovermiieut of India appointed a Koval Commission, and that Commission 
ha-# now made certain recommendations Those recommendations are 
meant to he given effect to without delay, and if the tJovernment of India 
do not give a satisfactory explanation as to why the recommend* tions have 
not been given effect to s<> far. and if they do not say satisfactorily what 
thc\ propose to do in the immediate future, then. Sir, 1 would like to have 
flu* support of this Houhp in making a protest against their conduct and 
their failure to take the necessary steps. Sir. 1 move 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore (Member for Industries and Labour): 

I am sure the House must be grateful to my Honourable friend Mr. Joshi 
for the enlightenment which he has offered the House through liis some¬ 
what lengthy suney of. and commentary on. the recommendations of the 
Labour Commission 1 am afraid it is not possible for me to follow hi* 
example and to try the patience of the House in saying what may be, or 
is being, or will be, done in regard, to each one of the 350 odd recommenda¬ 
tions which are to be found in the Labour Commission’s report. But, Sir, 
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T do wish to repeat the assurance which 1 gave to this Hou*e the other 
day, that we are steadily pursuing the examination of those proposals, and 
that we will allow no avoidable delay to occur in our examination of these 
questions. There is one very important matter which 1 would like the 
House to bear very prominently in mind, and it is this, that retrenchment 
and economy cannot be pursued on the scale which we are following with¬ 
out certain inevitable and definite consequences. One of those conse¬ 
quences i* a definite slowing down of departmental activities. If the 
extremely onerous and complicated task, which is involved in giving effect, 
after exhaustive examination, to such proposals ns are contained in the 
Commission’s report, is to be done by the existing staff alone, and perhaps 
with an attenuated staff, then, Sir, I say that some delay is absolute^ 
inevitable, but I do assert that, despite these difficulties, we have definitely 
made progress in this matter. 

A large proportion of the recommendations of the Commission falls to 
be dealt with by Local Governments and by organisations and bodies and 
authorities over whom the Government of India have no control. So far 
as the Provincial Governments are concerned, we arc keeping in the 
closest touch with them in regard to those matters which fall within their 
province; and, Sir, we have made a very careful analysis of all those 
matters which fall to be dealt with by them. We have asked them in 
their turn to keep in touch with and to refer to those non-official organisa¬ 
tions whose co-operation is absolutely essential if the fullest effect is to be 
given to the proposals of the Labour Commission. 

The action of the Government of India falls under two categories, ad¬ 
ministrative and legislative. I explained to the Hou*e the other day that 
we have already begun to take definite executive action, and I instanced 
the case of instructions which we have issued already to our Central Public 
Works Department in respect of certain matters connected with the 
employment of labour on central works, as for instance, wages, housing and 
health conditions, and employment of children. That we have not stood 
still in the legislative sphere is I think also evidenced by the fact that 1 
have already introduced three Bills pertaining to labour matters during the 
current session, and a fourth Bill dealing with an amendment of the Trade 
Disputes Act is in course of being drafted. 1 may say further that the 
recommendations of the Gommission relating to the statutory regulation 
of rest days, hours, etc., in oilfields, amendment of the Indian Mines Act, 
exemption of workmen’s salaries and wages from possibility of attachment, 
amendment of the Land Acquisition Act, are now all in course of active 
examination, and T hope that it will be possible for us to register some 
definite conclusions before the next Autumn Session in Simla. But, Sir, 

I would ask those impatient partisans of labour in this House, who are 
always charging the Government writh delay in this matter, to remember, 
firstly, that legislative measure*, some of them of great complexity, cannot 
be devised and drafted at- a moment’s notice. To give effect to a simple 
principle it is often necessary to provide most complex machinery, und the 
greatest, care and attention i* required to devise such machinery und to see 
that it fits in with the existing order of things. An instance in point is the 
Assam Labour Bill which I introduced in this House last week. It took n* 
many weeks of the closest examination and consultation with the Local 
Government, resulting in great changes and alteration* of the original draft 
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before the Bill was put into the form in which we introduced it in this 
House. Then, in the second place, people very often forget that labour 
legislation is not the only official business before this* House. Whatever 
my friend Mr. Jnshi may say, 1 am sure that the House will agree with 
me that there are other legislative measures of equal importance, and some 
of far greater urgency, which demand the attention of this House. 
(Mr. H. P. Modi/: “Hear, hear.") (Mr. N. M. Joshi: “Question/') And, 
therefore, the process of considering and passing labour legislation must 
inevitably be slower than my Honourable friend Mr. Joshi would like it 
to be, and I confess than 1 myself would like it to be. But we have got 
to remember that this House is the bottle neck through which all Bills 
have to pass before* they lorn into Acts, and no amount of congestion in the 
wav of Bills will increase the output m the way of Acts. No amount of 
argument on the part of my Honourable friend and no amount of cut 
motions will overcome these difficulties or alleviate them in any way, but 
I do wish to repeat the assurance which I have given in the most cate¬ 
gorical terms, and that assurance ia this, that we have been pursuing and 
we will continue to pursue steadily and without remission the examination 
of all the proposals of the Labour Commission, that we will allow no 
avoidable delay to occur in that examination and no delay to occur in giving 
effect to the results of that examination. Sir, I hope that my Honourable 
friend Mr. Joshi and the House will rest assured with this assurance and 
that he will not press his motion 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member for Commerce and Rail¬ 
ways) : My Honourable friend is desirous to know what we are doing in 
the Railway and Commerce Department about certain of the recommenda¬ 
tions of the Ro\al Commission on Labour, and in accordance with a 
principle that my Honourable friend sometimes follows, he wants to 
know what we are doing about things that were not recommended by 
the Royal Commission on Labour I am not quite sure that this extension 
of the discussion is a fair one, and obviously if it were carried to the full 
length, it would demand very great width of information before one 
could reply to his enquiries. So far as the Railway Department is con¬ 
cerned, the Railway Board divided the recommendations of the Rgyal 
Commission into two classes, namely, minor matters and matters of first 
class importance. 1 understand that on the minor matters they have 
already received the opinions of the Agents, and on the great majority of 
them have formulated their own conclusions, but they wish to discuss 
them w'ith the Agents of the Railways at the beginning of April next, 
because in these matters, usually matters not involving legislation, it is 
desirable to secure uniformity on the Company-managed and State- 
managed railways. The miittevs <>f first class importance remain for dis¬ 
cussion with the Agents at the meeting in April, but the Railway Board 
Anticipate that bv the middle of April or shortly" afterwards, or at any 
rate before the end of the month, they will be in a position to make defi¬ 
nite recommendations to the Government of India. In view of the com¬ 
plexity of the questions which have to be considered 1 do not think that 
any time has been unnecessarily wasted. 

Then, as regards the Commerce Department, one of the matters men 
tioned by m\ Honourable friend was safety regulations in docks. That 
is a matter which is regulated by an international convention, and before 
the end of the session, I shall make a statement on this subject. 1 have 
not got it with me at the moment, but if my Honourable friend is anxious* 
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to know what the position is, that statement has already been made by a 
representative of Government in the Council of State, and appears in their 
proceedings The most important question perhaps in cbiyicction with 
seamen is the question of recruitment. It is a question which T have 
always found to be one of extreme complexity and difficulty. That matter 
is under discussion with the principal officers at the ports, and ] hope that, 
before ven long, we shall he in a position to make up our minds about 
the recommendations of the Royal Commission. I do not propose to 
follow lm Honourable friend into the sphere where the Labour Comm is 
sion made no recommendations. For one thing, it seems to me that, if 
a ou want progress to he made, the \\ ise course for the moment is to con- 
centrate on what the Commission did recommend before we attempt to 
deal seriously with questions on which the Comm.^sion did not make recom¬ 
mendation- Finally I would refer to one matter in connection with the 
railways It is this, that so far as the* settlement of disputes between 
employers and employed on the railways art' concerned, that is a matter 
in which the Railway Department are deeply interested indeed, hut the 
settlement of industrial disputes is u matter the responsibility for which 
rests with the Industries and Labour Department 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I ask lor a reply about the North-West 
Frontier Province? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Uuhmitoohi) The Honour¬ 
able Membei cannot ask another Member to get up and give answers to 
him. It is at the discretion oi Members to get up to speak or not. The 
Chair has called upon Mr. Joshi to reply 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: 1 cannot compel him, but I would e/Ttiunly sug¬ 
gest .... 

Mr. President: The Chair has called upon Mr Joshi to reply 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: I ha\e listened to the speeches of the two Honour¬ 
able Members who have dealt with some of the points raised by me 1 
am sorry, Mr. President, the Honourable the Foreign Secretary yyas not 
prompt enough in rising in his seat, hut I teel that when any Member of 
this Assembly. liowe\er humble that. Member mav he raises a point, it 
js his privilege to get the Member of Government in charge to deal with 
the point he. has raised That is a matter of courtesy not only to the 
Member but to the whole House. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: On a point, of order. The point 
raised in the cut is, “The Royal Commission on Labour “ My Honour- 
aide friend is overlooking the tact that the Royal Commission on Labour 
made no recommendations as regards the representation of Labour in tho 
North-West Frontier Province. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: I know something about the report of the Royal 
Commission on Labour and I state that the Royal Commission on Indian 
Labour has made very strong recommendations for the representation of 
labour in Indian legislatures, both provincial and central, and it was for 
that reason that I put forward a suggestion and I wanted to get inform a- 
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tion on this point from the Honourable Member in charge of the defpait* 
ment. But I feel, Mr. President, this Emission on the part of the Member 
in charge is certainly not intentional. Perhaps on account of the exigen¬ 
cies of the debate. I am not able to receive a reply, but I am sure the 
Honourable Member means to give me a reply, if not on the floor of the 
House, elsewhere. Mr. President, I am not satisfied with the reply given 
by fhe Honourable Member in charge of Industries and Labour, nor by 
the Member in charge of the* Department of Commerce on these points. 
1 quite realise that those are days of retrenchment, but as I stated if you 
try to cut down your expenditure in such a way that the productivity of 
the people or the efficiency of the peopl* will suffer, you are not carrying 
on your work of retrenchment in a proper manner. You are oni\ going 
to add to your troubles I am not therefore satisfied with the reply given 
by tlie Honourable Member who has also tried to throw* the blame on this 
House, saying that the business of the House is crowded and the House, 
will not have time to pass the legislation, which perhaps lie hinted was 
quite* ready with him If the legislation is ready with him, let it be 
introduced in this House Introduction does not take time, and let the 
blame he thrown on the House after its introduction. [ am quiie sure 
that all sides of the House have some sympathy with the cause of labour. 
There are my friends, the Nationalists, there are my friends, the Inde¬ 
pendents, led by such a sympathetic leader as my Honourable friend. Sir 
Abdur Rahim Then, the sympathy of my Honourable friend, Mr. 
Modv, is well-known (Laughter.) I ani sure if the Government bring 
forward legislation, this House will agree to # sit a week or tw'o more to 
see that this legislation is got through and passed. 1 do not therefore 
think the Honourable Member brought forward a good argument for the 
delay in giving effect to the recommendations of the Roy a! Commission 
I quite agree that many of tin* recommendations, at any rate some of 
them, must he gi\en effect to by the Local Governments, blit, Sir, my 
Honourable friends will recognise that labour legislation is a central sub¬ 
ject, although not entirely, I quite realist* that tin* province** today have 
got the power of legislation in labour matters with the sanction or approval 
of the Government of India But the chief authority for labour legislation 
is the Government of India, T therefore want the Government of India 
to he responsible, not for passing legislation on all the recommendations 
hut f<>r telling this House what the Local Governments are doing, and 
what tin Go\eminent of India have permitted the Provincial Governments 
to do Th d uiiormution at least should be given hv the Honourable 
Member, because without his approval no labour legislation can he passed 
by a Provincial Government Mr President. 1 am not. satisfied with the 
reply and I would therefore like to enter my protest against the inaction 
of the Go\eminent. But I recognise that we are pressed for time, and 
I do not wish that the House should spend its time now* m delating the 
subject at length 1 would therefore ask for leave to withdraw mv motion. 


The motion was, by leave of the Assembly, withdrawn. 

Jjacic of Supervision over /he Coal Tran suet ions of Railways . 

Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi (Dacca cum Mymensingh: Muhammadan Rural): 
Sir, I move: 

“ That, tho Demand under t he head 4 Executive Council ’ bo roduced by Rs. 100."’ 

Sir, I want to draw' attention to the lack of supervision Sir. during the 
general discussion of the Budget the other day I said—and I think I 
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■ought to repeat it to-day as my Honourable friend, the Commerce Mem¬ 
ber, was not present on that occasion in this House—I said “I must con¬ 
fess it was no small surprise to me the other day how the Honourable 
the Commerce Member gagged me when making my submission to this 
House as to how a saving of half a crore of rupees could be effected if 
the scheme I had to place before the House was adopted”. Sir, I shall 
now’ put my case before the Honourable Members and shall ask them to 
judge if 1 was not justified in what I had said. 1 will just for a few r 
minutes refer to my friend, the Honourable the Commerce Member’s 
speech which ho delivered the other day in reply to mine. He said: 

44 But I am afraid I must say that I have never listonod to a speech in this House with 
'more pain or more regret,” 

—pain it must have caused him, for, Sir, truths are sometimes painful— 
because that speech contained, as he said, what he was afraid he must 
call a very violent attack on the Chief Mining Engineer of the Railway 
Board, Mr Whitworth. Now* what was it that 1 said that had pained 
.him? Sir, what I was saving the other day was a public topic, as 
everybody knows. 1 said old Members of this House will remember that 
Mr. Church landed the railways into a scrape by making forward con¬ 
tracts . 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions. Non-Muham¬ 
madan Rural): Sir, on a point of order, 1 find that the Honourable 
Member has just referred ter a railway contract and his motion also relates 
to coal transactions. Sir, I believe' the Honourable gentleman is a 
Director of Messrs. Lowe & Co., who have a contract with the railways for 
coal, and 1 should like to draw the attention of the Chair to the point 
that both according to May’s “Parliamentary Practice” as well as in 
accordance with the ruling in this House given by tw’o of your predeces¬ 
sors—Sir Frederick Whyte and Mr. Patel—one* who has got a pecuniary 
interest in the transactions of a contracting firm should not take part in 
the debate and further 1 would draw your attention, Sir, to the ruling 
ghen bv Sir Frederick Win to when Diwan Churnan Lull drew his atten¬ 
tion to a point order on an identical occasion namely the consideration of 
the Demands for Grants. Sir Frederick Whyte stated, Sir: 

44 Where a member is directly and personally concerned in contracting with Government 
for certain services , he is not entitled to take part in the debate.” 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) ■ That w r as not a 
ruling but was an advice 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: In view of that definite ruling. Sir, I would 
request you to ascertain from the Honourable Member in the first place 
whether he is a Director of Lowe & Co. and whether Lowe & Co., are 
not connected with the railways over a contract and if so—without arguing 
further from May’s ‘‘Parliamentary Practice”. 

Mr. President: T think the Honourable Member should complete his 
•remarks on the point of order. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: Well, then, Sir, according to May’s ‘‘Parlia¬ 
mentary Practice”, I find that “Each member should be guided by his 
own feelings in the matter and should vote or abstain from voting as he 
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thought fit” — I see my friend, Mr. Mitra, is laughing, but as soon as I 
complete my reasons I believe he will stop his laughter—and it was added 
by Sir Erskine May “that members should be aware that they ran the risk 
of having their votes disallowed by the subsequent action of the House”,— 
which latter has not been the procedure of this House, and that is why. 
Sir Frederick Whyte gave a definite ruling. (At this stage Mr. C. C. 
Biswas rose to his feet.) 

Mr. President: Order, order. The point of order is still being debated. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: Sir, “On the 16th June, 1846, objection was 
taken to the vote of a member who had verted with the nocs, because, 
as a director and shareholder in the Caledonian ltailway Company, he 
had a direct pecuniary interest in the rejection of the .... Bill” and so 
on. The question of disallowing his vote/ on the ground of direct pecuniary 
interest was voted upon by the Hourg there, but there is no such thing 
as calling upon a Member to withdraw his vote by a vote of this House 
here: and in view of that circumstance, Sir Frederick Whvte gave that 
ruling. Sir, on this matter the late lamented Pandit Motilal Nehru, a 
great authority on legal matters, stated: 

“ That rule has b^on enforced and adopted, not only in the interests of the general 
public, but also in the interests of the Morabers themselves, because, as the House can 
very easily imagine, a Member who is personally interested in the subject-matter of a. 
debate, feels himself in a somewhat difficult position when he has to give an opinion 
oithor for or against his own interest. So, I say that the rule is in the interests of both. 

in _ That is wliat the Panditji said. And cr-Prcsident Patel* 

I2Noon - hi,..self said this- 

44 Unfortunately in the Government of India Act we have got no such provision and 
wo must therefore he guided by tho practice in the House of Commons. It is, I submit, 
not at all a question tor this House to decide. It is entirely a question for the President 
to decide on the interpretation of the Act or on the practice of the House of Commons. 
It is not for this House to say whether a particular Member shall or shall not take part. 
It is entirely a matter for your ruling. If you choose to follow the practice of tho House 
of Commons, you are bound to rule that Members who have a pecuniary interest in the 
Tata concern * shall not bo entitled to vote 

At that time Mr. Patel was the Deputy Leader of the Swarajist Party and 
the words were addressed to President Whyte, and President Whyte’s 
decision on a subsequent occasion was as I have just read out. He said, 
as far as the shareholders, in Steel Companies were concerned, he was not 
going to sav that they could not take part in the debate. 

And I shall further read his own words on that matter: 

“ That, question has boon set! lod by the established practice of tho House of Commons 
which I think we may reasonably follow here. It 1ms been raised in the history of the 
House of Commons on many occasions and is now wo 11 settled in practice. The practice 
is that where t he individual Member of the House of Commons is actually an active partner 
in a business, not a limited liability company, it is a misdemeanour on his part to vote ; 
and there have been eases in recent Parliamentary history whore a measure has had to be 
passed to indemnify a partner in a business in England from the penalties ot herwise leviable 
upon him for having given his vote in the House of Commons on any subject, not merely 
on a question in which ho was personally interested.” 

And bo on in relation to the shareholders. Then Sir Frederick Whyte 
definitely laid down: 

“ It is only where a Member is directly and personally concerned in contracting with 
Government for certain services that he is not entitled to take part in the debate.” 

I Bubmit therefore, Sir, that the Honourable Member, who is directly con¬ 
nected with Lowe and Company which Company has a contract with a. 
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State Railway, cannot, according to Sir Frederick Whyte’s ruling, take 
advantage of his position in this House to forward the interests of his own 
Company, which are competitors with other mining contracting Companies 
in India. ■- f 

Mr. President: Order, order. I should like to ask the Honourable 
Member (Mr. ,Ghuznavi) whether he .has fvnyjthjng.tO) my ? .. ^ 

* Mr. A. H; Ghtusilayi: I> aril glad,>fciir, that the*Railway Board liav-e^got 
my gallant friend,- the Honourable Mr/ Ranga Iyer, to espouse their' 
cause. 

i - * i . • i .1 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: Sir, the Statement is most reprehensible. 

Mr'. President: Order, order. Will the Honourable Member 

(Mr. Ghuznavi) please restrict himself to giving an answer if he has any 
to the point of order that lias been raised ? 

Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi: 1 wish to tell Mr. lianga I.\er to his face that 1 am 
not a Director of H. V. Lowe & Co. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: T should like to know if he is otherwise interest 
ed in the firm*.’ 

Mr. 0. C. Biswas (Calcutta. Non-Muhammadan Urban): Sir, 1 also 
wish to raise a point of order. It- is this. Where a point of order involves 
a personal reflection upon an Honourable Member of this House and is 
founded on an allegation or suggestion of a direct pecuniary interest, Ts it 
open to any other Member to raise such a point of order without being 
satisfied as to the facts which he is assuming for the purpose of raising 
that point of order? 

Mr. S. C. Mitra (Chittagong and Rajshahi Divisions: Non-Muhain- 
madan Rural): Sir, on the point of order raised by my Honourable friend, 
Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer, I would like to draw your attention to the 
“Selections from the Decisions from the Chairpages 438 and 439: 

“ During the discussion on the Steel Industry (Protection) Bill Mr. Devaki Prasad 
Sinha raised a point of order that Members interested in the Tata Iron and Steel Company 
as Directors or Shareholders should not be allowed to tako part in the proceedings of the 
Assembly or allowed to guide its deliberations in the capacity of the President of the 
Assembly. After some discussion on tho point of personal interest, as it was applied in tho 
House of Commons,—The President ruled : * I have sufficiently heard Members on this 
point. It has been raised rather in an irregular manner Still I ain not sorry that it has 
been raised and we have had the expression of opinion from various Members of the House. 
In the House of Commons objection has boon raised to mombors having a diroct. personal 
interest voting—not taking part in the debates—only in case of private Bills and oven 
then tho objection has on a good many occasions not been upheld. My conclusion is that 
in this case I cannot uphold tho objection raised by Mr. Devaki Prasad Sinha. This is 
not a private Bill designed to promote the interests of the Tata Iron and Steel Company. 
It is a Bill brought in by Oovornmont involving a question of public policy to give protec¬ 
tion to the steel industry 

So it is clear that the question can only be raised as regards the right of 
voting and that also in regard to private Bills. As regards the question 
of taking part in tha debate, the ruling is clear that it does not affect the 
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fight of the Member to speak on the debate. In this House only the 
other day during the debate on the Paper Protection Bill, Sir Edgar Wood 
took pari in it and no objection was raised to it. He was within his rights 
to take part in the debate. 

Mr. B. Das: Sir, I wish to point out that this House has never taken 
seriously the point that no shareholder or Director should be allowed to 
take part in any debate which affects a particular industry'. In the” past 
Bir Purshotamdas Thakurdas has 'taken part, my friend Mr. Mody, who is 
a shareholder of the Tata’s and Sir Hugh Cocke and several others have 
been allowed to tuke part in such debates. The point which my Deputy 
Leader, Mr. llanga Iyer, has raised is whether Mr. Ghuznavi is not dis¬ 
cussing the affairs of Messrs. Lowe and Company. My friend Mr. Ghuznavi 
•wanted to raise the point in the railway debate and also to-day’s debate 
whether the Raifwa\ Administration will not save money if certain sug¬ 
gestions, which he has put forward or will put forward, are approved by 
this House So, there is no question of metely taking part in the debate; 
every Member who is concerned even directly with a particular industry 
has a right and privilege, in the public interest, to speak, whether a cer¬ 
tain benefit may not accrue to the public. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir i bra him Jfahimtoola): The Chair 
has no hesitation in ruling that the Honourable Member is quite in order 
in taking part in the discussion which he has initiated. The Honourable 
Member who raised the point of order drew attention of the Chair to the 
W'ords **directly and personally interested *. It is, I think, very desirable 
that Honourable Member*, who raise points ot order or a question that a 
particular Member is directly and personally interested, should take 
adequate and proper care m making such allegations. The Chair is pre¬ 
pared to consider all aspects ot the question when its attention is drawn 
to serious allegations I take it, that the Honourable Member who raised 
the point of order himself recognises that, in the interests of the good name 
of the House, the* Member raising the point shall take adequate care to 
ascertain his tacts before making them. Having ruled on the issue that 
has been raised, the Chair's view is further confirmed by the fact that the 
Honourable Member has stated that he is not a Director of any Coal 
"Company. 

Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi: I did not say that. I said that I am not a 
Director of H. V. Lowe\ and Company. 

Mr. President: I take it that the Honourable Member is a Director in 
some coal company. 

Mr. O. S. Banga Iyer : Many companies, of which Messrs. Lowe and 
Co., are the Managing Agents. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir IJbrahim Bahimtoola): If the 
Honourable Member is a Director in several coni companies it 
ip for the Honourable Member himself to consider whether he 
should avail himself of this opportunity as a Member of the House to 
deal with this subject. As a Director he is not personally and directly in¬ 
terested. and therefore he is in order in taking part in this discussion. The 
Chair leaves it to the Honourable Member himself to decide whether he will 
proceed wdth the discussion. 
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Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: In view of your observations, I have to sub* 
mit. 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member has admitted that he is a. 
Director in some coal companies and no further remarks are therefore 
necessary. 

Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi: Now, I will proceed with my speech. I will at 
once go to the facts to show, instead of meeting my Honourable friend'a 
speech of the other day, how Government are losing from year s end to 
years end nearly half a crore of rupees, by the negligent manner in which 
they exercise control over the buying of coal and management of the col¬ 
lieries. The coal purchased for 1932-83 was to the extent of 16,29,000 
tons. Here I have got on page 52 of Capital the names of the tenderers, 
the rates and the quantity tendered. In the issues of 4th February and 
16th January of Capital you will find the names of the accepted tenderers, 
their rates and quantities. Like Mr. Whitworth, I have also tabulated 
the offers and their acceptances, and this is the tabulated sheet which 1 
have got in m\ hand, and from this I shall show that Government have 
lost about 8 lakhs on purchase of coal this year. The same quality, the 
same grade was offered to Government at cheaper rates, but they did not 
accept them—they accepted higher rates. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions: Muham¬ 
madan Itural): What commission? 

Mr. President: Order, order. 

Mr. A. H. Ghuzn&vi: Here is a publication of the Indian Coal Grading 
Board. There the names oi these collieries are entered, as to their 
grades, as to their seams, and approved by Government: and here is the 
list which I ha\o got which will show that these approved grades and 
approved qualities, the same seams were offered at lower rates but were 
not accepted. 

An Honourable Member: Why? 

Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi: Let that question be put to the Honourable the 
Commerce Member 1 will take the first item. Special .Thomas; they 
■were purchased at Rs. 4-12-0, hut coal of the same qualit\ was offered 
at Rs. 4-4-0. On this they could have saved Rs. 18,000. The second is 
Jherria, 17 and 18 scams, they purchased 1,28,000 ton^. The same quan¬ 
tity was offered and thev could have purchased it much cheaper, thereby 
saving Rr. 63,750, on that lot. Just for the information of Honourable 
Members I will read the rates of Jherrins and the rates that were accepted 
and the rates that were tendered : 

Rs. A. P. 


50,000 tons at.3 6 0 

18,000 tons at . . . . . . . . . 4 0 0 

30,000 tons at . . . . . . . . 4 4 0 

30,000 tons at . . . . . . . 4 8 0 

whereas the same quantity was offered at Rs. 3-6-0, 3-8-0 and 

3-12-0 .... 


Mr. S. 0. Mitra: That is economy in Government Departments. 
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Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi: Yes. Then, Jherria, first class* 12, 13, 14 and 
15 Kearns, there could have been a saving m this lot ‘of ils. 2,10.000. 
They purchased at higher rates, while the same quality and the same 
quantity were offered at much cheaper rates. Then, the second class 
Jherrius, 10, 11, 12 and 13 seams; they could have saved Its. 50,000 on 
this transaction. I have worked out how the whole saving was arrived at 
and if any Honourable Member would like to see it, 1 shall furnish him 
with a copy. 

An Honourable Member; Then, lay it on the table. 

Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi: 1 do not want to waste the time ot the House. 
Then comes liuneegungc Coal. A quantity of 2,30,000 tons was purchased 
at Us. 4-12-0 and lis. 4-0-0 and Us. 4-4-0, while the same* quantity and 
the same quality was offered at Us 4-4-0; thereby they could have saved 
IN 32,000. In second grade Deshurgurh quality, a saving of Us. 18,000 
could have been effected. In Rasta quality, a saving ot Us. 18,(XX). in 
Uaneegunge senes Jherria coalfield, a saving of Us 6,000. In Poniati 
qiiiilitv, a saving oi Us 10,750 In Koithi quality, a saving of Us 20.250 
In (riisick quality, a saving of Us 1,850 In Kajora quality, a saving of 
Us 54.750. Thus the total saving would approximately have been about 
six lakhs m these coal purchases. 

Then comes the shipment coal They bought 1,40,000 tons lor the 
IkiniiM Uailwavs and this contract was given to one contractor alone at 
Us 0-2-u per ton, f «. />., Calcutta- with instil .nice and weight on the 
Kangonii weighbridge Sir. this very same cowl, of the same qualits and 
ot the same scam, was offered at Us 7-0-0 per ton. which it accepted 
would have brought a saving ot 2 h lakhs Even if they had heel: given it 
to mie contractor: had the coal been shipped b\ themselves; had it been 
shipped 1 *\ their Mining Engineer. the\ i*>uld ha\e sated at least 
Us 7<UM)0 on shipping Jherria onl\ The contractor made another protit 
for sh’ppmg it ilnvetK S»r the Honourable the Commerce Member said 
tin 1 other da\ that Mr Whitwurth i- not i man who decide- event lung 
hut it k tin 1 R.id\v:i\ Board who decide—that he come- with hi- proposals 
and tla 1 ' scrutinise them and decide after scrutiny from whom to bin. 
Sir T v >nf the Honourable Member to give me a straight answer The 
Uadwa' Hoard cal! for tenders, hut w !v» opens those tenders 0 Is it or is 
it not Mi Whitworth in Calcutta who opens those tender-*’ Who tain, 
lutes them 4 ’ 1- it or is it not Mr Whitworth and his assistant the g v ear 
Sureitdra Nath Banorp? 

An Honourable Member: Not the great Surendrn Nath Bnnerp? 

Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi: He is great because from Us 35 he is now getting 
Ti* 000 a month, and he owns in his father-in-law’s name and mother- 
in-law's name and sister-in-law’s name so manv properties in Calcutta 

Then. Sir, is it or is it not a fact that this Mr Whitworth and 
Mr Bnnorji come up to Delhi with their proposals 0 And can the Hon¬ 
ourable Member tell tne if thev have over changed a single item in those 
proposals? That is what. T should like to know’ Then why was T blamed? 
What was mv sin when T said that it is Mr. Whitworth w*ho prncticallv 
decides whom to give and whom not to give to? 
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Then, Sir, I will make another charge and a serious charge, and ask 
him to refute it. Previous to tendering, Mr. Whitworth and his friend 
Mr. Banerji arc* obviously in the habit of advising their friends wlmt rate 
to tender. And I will give you the proof. If you study the various 
tenders you will find that the pact rates are all the same. 1 will explain 
to the House what T mean by “pact rates”. There are certain firms in 

Calcutta who have made a pact for themselves and they always quote a 

certain figure. But there are many others who are not in the pact and 
who therefore do not know what will bo the rate of these pact firms. But 
Mr. Whitworth knows it You will find from the pact firms that their 
rates wore the same hut those who wore not in the pact also quote the 
pact rate. And how do they find the pact rate? From tlu* evidence here I 
know who are the paet rate firms and who are not, hut we find that those 
who arc not also give the pact rates Then. Sir, I make another charge. 
Whon thev give out a tender, the\ sav that those tenderers who do not want 
to put in the pact rate, because it- is a higher rate, will not get an ounce of 
order Tf any evidence is required of that T am prepared to furnish it 

Sir, I think I have made out a case for investigating into these allega¬ 
tions that I have made on the floor of the House and for the appoint¬ 
ment of a committee to go into this matter But before I bring my re¬ 

marks to a close, I will take up the collieries Will this House be sur¬ 
prised to bear that Government have not published the accounts of the 
cost of running their collieries in spite of repeated demands? M\ 
Honourable friend Mr. Das drew* my attention to the fact that for many 
years the Public Accounts Committee urged this point, and only the other 
da\ they got them to prepare a form of accounting So as regards the 
collieries, we have got nothing in our possession to show* w*hnt is the cost 
of their running I say that the State collieries are running at a much 
higher cost than even the costliest European managed collieries. Will the 
House be surprised to hear that there is no tender ever called for for raising 
•coal in the State collieries 0 Only the other day my Honourable friend 
Mr. Banga Iyer stopped me when I wanted to bring up this thing on ihe 
motion of my Honourable friend Mr. Maswood Ahmad about favouritism, 
and be said that it w*as not to the point I did not pursue it that way, 
but this telegram that I have here will show* the favouritism that I was 
referring to. It says : 

“Riilwiv colliery working under raising contractor at higher rate without calling 
yoarly toilers, favounto persons are appointed for instance Rambilas Singh chaprassi 
under R^ilwiy colliery at Bormo colliery has been appointed raising contractor.” 

I believe there is another contractor who is Mr. Whitworth’s dhobi 
Then the telegram says: 

“ You can conclude how Railway raising contracts are given respectable raising con¬ 
tractors can he had at cheaper rate if yearly tenders are called and on this policy lakhs 
and I ikhs of mooes can ho saved quostion hitherto tenders were not called and given to 
respectable partios at 1 o wer rates. ” 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Sir, I rise to a point of order. I 
had no intention of raising a point of order about the earlier part of the 
Honourable Member’s speech because the Chief Mining Engineer does 
purchase coal not only for the Railways, but also for the Army Depart¬ 
ment, and certain other departments of Government, and therefore I must 
admit that he is concerned with this part of the Budget. But I should 
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like to point out that the railway collieries supply coal only to the railways, 
and therefore the administration of these collieries is pertinent rather to the 
Railway Budget than to the General Budget It is a general question of 
administration and policy affecting the administration of the railways that 
is really in question on this latter point. 

Mr. President (The HonuuiahJe Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola). The ('hair 
recognises the force* of the* point of order raised, but the Than cannot 
oM-rlnok the fact, that the Executive Council is in charge of the entire 
policy and administration of the Government of India and must therefore 
hold that the Honourable Member is in order in criticising the policy 
pursued by the Executiu* Council in the manner lie is doing. 

Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi: Thank \ou, Sir. T have 1 already shown, when 
dealing with coal purchase, how lakhs could have been saved, and F will 
now illustrate it bv figures When I mentioned about 50 lakhs, another 
:>0 lakh", or so could have been saved from the collieries. Sir. the railways 
flu*. \ear bought from the public 16 lakhs of tons, and they expected to 
r.u*»e 10 lakhs ot tons from the collieries T will assume that the require¬ 
ments .ire 02 lakhs Of this they do not raise more than half the quantity 
and the rest they give to the public On the 10 lakhs of ions which they 
will r*)s» they lose at least 82 lakhs of rupees, and you will see how. 
'foe can get cheaper coal in the market, much cheaper than you can raise. 
You do not show us the figures .... 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member will please address the (’hair. 

Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi: I beg \our pardon, Sir. They have not up to 
d.ite s aid wlmt it rosts them to raise a ton of coal; and in the absence 
oi any figun, I will assume that their cost must necessarily be much 
lngliei, .is it is run on State lines, than what they can get it in the 
marlut Even assuming that is wrong I will give \ou this figure Thov 
have got tlu*ir raising contractor, if I remember aright, a man named 
\nirita hall < )jha. and I should like the Honourable Member to tell us 
on the door of the House what is the rate that they are giving him to 
raise their e<>al He makes lakhs annually. If wm can reduce your cost 
even h\ n rupee n ton, you save 16 lakhs of rupees in your estimates. I 
therefore suggest the following It is only because I want to help my 
Honourable friend the Finance Member in his retrenchment. I am sure 
he would have half a muv of rupees if he would adopt this suggestion, 
'i he liist is, that tenders should he called for and every tenderer should 
have to deposit ten per cent, with the tender of the value of the coal 
In* tenders This must In* a condition precedent. What happens is this: 
the tenderers tender and the favourite tenderers tender for a far bigger 
quantity than their output. I will illustrate this point. There have been 
tendered this year 91 lakhs of tons, and Government have accepted 16 
lakhs of tons. Each tenderer got something, say 10 per cent, or 5 per 
cent. For instance. Mr. A’s colliery, whose output is 200,000 tons, tenders 
tor one lakh: Mr. lVs colliery, a favourite colliery whose output is only 
10,000 tons also tenders for one lakh; then Mr r's colliery whose output 
is 800,000 tons tenders for 150,000 tons ; and Mr. TVs colliery whose output 
is only 5,000 tons tenders for 50,000 tons. Mr. Whitworth brings these 
figures before the Railway Board and says that Messrs. A, B, C and D 
have tendered respectively for so much and he shows he has made an 
equal distribution—ten per cent, to everybody. 
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Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Are these people not required to show what is their 
total output ? 

Mr. A. H. G-huznavi : That is the trouble; they do not go into the 
matter of whether this man can deliver it. They cannot deny it The 
Commerce says: 

” We publish below a list of State railways coal tenders for the years 1932-33 
It will be observed that offers larger than their output have been made by several 
collieries.” 

Perhaps I have not been able to explain myself sufficiently clearly. For 
instance, l have offered to sell a lakh of tons, but my colliery has an 

output of 2 lakhs. Another man also offers a lakh of tons, but bis 

colliery’s output is only 10,000 tons So, when these two proposals come 
before the Board with Mr. Whitworths recommendation. giving 10 per 
cent to each. I pet practically* nothing at all, but the other man gets 
his tulI output and more But if you ask for a deposit, he will not be 
able to put in that lakh of tons, because the deposit will be 10 tier 
cent 

Mr. 0. 0. Biswas: Are they not required to state their output in each 

c me 4) 

Mr. A. H. G-huznavi: No Now there is another mutter. This shows 
that the Hailway Board is not m a position to help the trade or see 

whether ,i man is m a position to deliver things which lie offer- This 

I'st. which show's that 0] lakhs of ton; was tendered, does pot mdudi 
coal- mm- ale Jlicn i and Katiigunjc fields nor the coal acta pled lor dm 
uu nt The total output of coal m India is roughly 20 million 1*»tm So 

it means tliai praelicalh half the output has been offered to the State 
managed railwa\s only, and when one has to take into at count all the 
contracts already fixed op for the \r,ir 1032-33, and the coal which must 
be resend for industries, bunkers, shipments, etc . it is obvious that the 
' .'e'lt, t.\ *'iil (<lfi red in *he State iailwa\s if all wen* accepted could 
not r»os-il>l be delivered, and here is the list of Underers wiili their names 
and their aect ?»tnneps I made a careful study of this helnie ! brought 
Up tlic sulircrt before tins FTous(*. 

M\ fij-i proposal therefore .s that in future when coal tenders are 
'•idled for tenderers must Ik* asked to deposit 10 per cent with the lender 
r | lu* s r fond clie< k that I would suggest yyitli c\t*r* tend* r e that a .-pae< 

.! i t lie t* nd el* lorm should Ik* left for directors p. put in the pi« vious m-.h 
output of t In ir collieries. They have to uri \» ill's informr't on i > t l n 
Muling department of the (dovcrnimnf every year, and t) i • ^« beure- 

mi Id tlun Ik ax.id.dde f lie* H • t * 1 * iy !».>.n ! * . 'e •• • \ * ■ r 

.-n tenderer^ giving their correct output Thirdly, my suggestion ^ tjnf 
ill lenders should be sent direct to the Bailway Board m DeUi and opened 
beii and the Board should t ibuhit* tb**m If tin* bamerc*-. y\ . -1 1 1<> eon.- 
t.» iJellh nr Simla, they may do -o and la* present when the ti rider-- *ir 
< pined, and it is for them to decide w bother they should conn uj r >i pot 

Thin, Sir shipment coal, which is a very heavy quantit\, sliould n.v 
he given to one firm, hut coals which are best for shipment should he 
purchased from several parties and mixed at the time of shipment ; the 
contractors should only be required to put the coal on the railway at the 
siding of the collieries. They will get only the price of the coal and 
nothing for shipping it direct to Burma or anywhere else. 
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J would then submit that the Board should be constituted as follows: 
The Chairman • 

TIk Chief Commissioner oi Railways or a Member of the Railway 
Board. 


Members 

1 Tin Thief Mining Engineer to tie* Railway Board. 

2 Tli** (Ynnbustion Engineer. 

• \ •.'« n. !< 111.1*1 wuh experience ef the • •••mmcrcial sale o* colliers 

wmk but not iflu.ill\ in t» i’ > d trade 
Hir Beard will a permanent Board and attached to the Railway Board 
Till ( ombii^tion 1 rieiia-ei ..nd th ei m i m > at in* mb*•p's will be b»ft in 
< liar.'* With .) Board so constituted. on« M ill haw a Mining Engineer 

' tb ev i .. *»t 1b* tiraciii’.il mde ot co;d. a Combustion Engineer with 

Wsr n v •' th» ariu.d buni.m: «jua*'\ *.t coal and .i (ommenial man 
wall 1 now Indue ot tin fommercial side of < oal To put it plainly, one 

would ha \ • * :• Board ot n» n wh> would kin* a ! ! t lit* tnel;*- of tin. trad*, 

and ! m I( |i,i'ii .hat the cost of th 1 ^ Board will be saved over and over 
a., r Nut "iil\ •• . n |.l i1k\ make nail purchases tor the radwavs but 
tli • < a i 1 1 - o t-i tb*- wurl'inc n: *lie Stale Railwa’v collieries which 

w.iu'd tb* n bi *un on eomnnriial bne- Tins is what T wanted to show 

in tin House in the public interest and therefor** I had to make the 
slat* nn in- that I did and I think I hu\e been able to mtisfv the House 
that I ha 1 * made out a case for an investigation into this matter 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Sir I Humid not ordinariK hav-* 
mten etn d m the debate at so early a stagi. but I think it is desirable 
ili.d on tins particular motion I should do so. because in view' of the 
serious change*, that the Honourable Member has made, the House is 
entitled to hear at flu* earliest possible opportunity w T hat the reply off 
(bwemiient is One thine perhaps I might say by way of preface. I 
think it is a ureat pitv that. when the Honouralde Member first opened 
the subject m tliN House, he did not make it plain at that stage what 
exactly his complaint was; it is a pity he did not give his figures at that 
^t*»ue ( la Hnmwnthle Mtmhtr “He was obstructed The 'Honour- 

aide Mi’iiln-r found tmii* lo burl what T divider \er\ lmtair umuenca**'S 
against Government officer, and faded altogether to state what the 
precise mutter was to which he was drawing the attention of the House. 

Now. Sir 1 should like to begin by explaining briefly the procedure 
we followed in the purchase ot coal tor the State-managed railways. The 
procedure we followed this year is exactly the saint* as is followed every 
year. In the middle oi December the Railway Board, on a preliminary 
surve\ ol what the coal requirements of the State-managed railways in 
19,‘12-33 would la*, came to t lit * conclusion that, after allowing for a carry 
over of 1(H),iMM) tons from this year’s contract, it w'ould be necessary to 
arrange for the supplx of 3,173,<MM) tons of coal, out of which thev 
proposed to take 1,753,000 tons from the market, leaving 1,4*20,000 tons 
to be raised from the railway colliery. These figures vrould have given 
the market a rather higher percentage of the total coal required than in 
the previous year. The Chief Mining Engineer w T us authorised to call 
for tenders for 1,753.000 tons, and these tenders were opened in the 
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presence of the tenderers in the middle of January, and the list of the 
tenders was published in the Press. Thereafter the Chief Mining Engi¬ 
neer discussed with representatives of the operating departments of the 
State-managed railways how the orders should be distributed. It is quite 
true, as Mr. Gliuznavi has stated, that the total quantity of (oal tendered 
was considered m eves^ <»! nine indhon tons As ,i result of th«■ dis¬ 
cussions with representation of tile operating branches, proposals for the 
distribution of the orders among the tenderers were laid before the Rail¬ 
way Hoard bv the Chiet Mining Engineer towards the end of January. 
Now, my friend says that tile Railway Hoard merely accepted the Chief 
Mining Engineer's proposals. they made no changes in them, they just 
blindly accepted them It is rather remarkable that this particular 
accusation should he made in this particular year when a modification 
of an entirely unusual character was actualh made by the Railway Hoard. 
The Hoard decided that, in order to assist the coal trade in the difficulties 
through which it is now passing, the quantity of coal to he talon from 
the market should hr raised from 1,753,000 tons to 2,107,000 tons, with a 
corresponding reduction in the amount to he raided from flu* rail wav 
colleries, and it is perfectly obvious from that tact that it was a physical 
impossibility for the Railway Hoard to follow blindly the distribution pro¬ 
posed by the Chief Mining Engineer, bemuse the quantity to he distri¬ 
buted had been increased by more than 20 per cent The effect of this 
decision was to give the private collieries the supply of over 65 per cent 
of the State-managed railways’ requirements compared with about 54 
per cent, in the current year When the Railway Board had come to a 
decision how* the orders should be distributed, a statement showing the 
names of the successful tenderers, with quantities accepted from them and 
the prices to he paid in each instance, was published in the Press. I 
think the phrase used m an earlier part of the di*.rn*,siiiii was * ,i hole an*’ 
corner business”. I do not think there is an\ bob' and corner business 
at all when we published all the tenders in the newspapers and subse¬ 
quently* also published the names of successful tenderers It H then open 
to am member rf the public, if lie considers that the aeti >n taken was 
improper, to raise the point, and I should he the last to deny that this 
is a nroper subieet tor criticism What 1 do say that it is not correct, 
it is not fair to say that there has been a hole 4 and corner business. All 
the facts and figures are published, and we invite the whole world to 
see them. 

Now, Sir, I am in a position to say that the revision of the pro¬ 
posals nf the Thief Mining Engineer bv the Railway Board is a reality 
and is not bv anv means a matter of form. All important matters are 
brought bv the Financial Commissioner of Railways to my notice, and 
1 personally discuss them with him, and I cannot remember any year 
in which there was not a modification sufficiently important to he brought 
to me T should like 4 to emphasise that—that the responsibility does not 
rest w’ith the Thief Mining Engineer, who onlv makes proposals: the 
responsibility for what is done rests with the Railway Board and the 
Financial Tommissionor and, of course, with myself as the Member of 
Council concerned. 

I should like now to (\eal with the question whether the distribution 
actually made was satisfactory. or not, first, generally, and then, with 
reference to yvhat has fallen from the Honourable Member. I think the 
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House knows that the coal trade is passing through very hard times, that 

a good many of the collieries are only just hanging on, and it is for that 

reason that the Government decided to raise: so substantially the pro¬ 
portion of these requirements to be obtained from the market." I do not 
claim, of course, that we were acting on purely altruistic grounds, which 
indeed would be rather a questionable procedure for a commercial depart¬ 
ment. The position of our State railway collieries, the output from which 
can, if need be, be rapidly increased, puts us in a strong position when 
there is any attempt to organize a squeeze, and the prices are raised 
against us. Hut the position is rather different when things are going 
badl\ with the eolleries, because it is not in our interests that a large 
number of collieries should have to stop working, since that might result 
in a gradual decline in the competition for the orders of the State rail¬ 
ways, and that is the last thing which we desire. Now', clearly it was 
desirable that the contracts tor next year should be fairly spread over a 
number of collieries. It would he no use to give increased orders to a 

few firin'- and leave the rest to go to the wall I claim that our distri¬ 

bution. as .1 matter of fact, ms fairly made Tf enabled us to raise 
the proportion of second class coal taken from the market from about 
2.‘U per cent to 28? per cent . to give Indian firms and businesses, 
who mostly deal in second class coal, about 42*5 per cent of the amount 
taken from the market instead of R7? per cent That our distribution 
of the orders has given general satisfaction nia\ 1 think be fairly inferred 
from the telegram that was sent to me b\ the Indian Mining Federation 
immediately after the Honourable Member’s speech in the general discus¬ 
sion on the 1 lhiilwny Budget. Tt is as follows: 

“ Committne of the* Indian Mining Federation have carefully considered the prep«i 
report of the remarks made by Mr ChurricWi in t lie* Legislative Assembly rn the 2Hth 
February to which their attention has been drawn by' various member® of the Federation. 
They dissociate themselves entirely from the eriticisrns made by the Honouiable Member 
regarding purchases of eoal for railways. The Committee of Federation must record their 
emphatic view that contracts for purchases of coal fur railways for were fairly* 

distributed arid criticisms offered thereon unwarranted.** 

That deals with the general question Now. I will turn to the particular 
point which lms been brought up b\ my Honourable friend 1 found a 
great deal of difficulty, and 1 dare sa\ other Members did also, in trying 
to follow hk figures in detail They do not entirely correspond with the 
figures which were supplied to me. But, when my Honourable friend 
speaks of a possible benefit to the railways of half ’a crore of rupees, I 
am a little puzzled to know how he arrives at a figure of such magnitude. 
f>0 lakhs of rupees a year means 5 million rupees a year. The State- 
managed rail wavs do not consume 5 million tons; they only consume 
about R.BRO.OOO tons Xow\ if tbe.ro is to be a saving of hal: a crore 
of rupees, it must moan that this 3.880,000 tons, the whole of them. can. 
be purchased at a rate Ks 1-8-0 cheaper than they’ were actually pur- 
chased. Is that my Honourable friend’s proposition? 

Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi: No. I will reply afterwards. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I wish to be sure of that. I can¬ 
not push that particular point further at the moment except to say that 
the figures the Honourable Member gave seem to me on any assumption 
grossly exaggerated. 
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Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi: May I interrupt the Honourable Member for a 
minute? T have shown from the figures, which I shall place on the table, 
that you could have saved, on buying \our coal alone, to the extent of 
about 11s. 8 lakhs. These figures will show; you can compare the prices 
which you paid and (lie prices which wore offered, but which \ou did 
not accept. 1 then said that there would be a saving of another 32 lakhs 
of rupees from your State collieries. That is in this way. They have 
bought about 19 lakhs of tons this a ear. and T assume they want another 
19 lakhs for their requirements. 

Sir H&ri Singh Gour (Central 1’rovmoes Hindi Divisions* Non-Muham¬ 
madan)- You also mentioned some saving from shipping? 

Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi: 1 mi coming to that On shipping alone they 
have actually paid about a lakh more These figures are all there, hut 
in such a short space of time it is difficult to go into the details. I 
shall place them on the table The savings on tin* collieries, according 
to me. would he over Tls 30 lakhs, because \ou do not show vour cost 
and 1 presume it L two rupees higher at least 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: 1 shall he ven glad indeed to see 
the figures nut forward b\ mv Honourable friend, and irrespective of 
anything th.it lias been said lo-day. I should certainly be glad to go into 
those figures and set 4 exactly what they appear to establish I should 
indeed he most grateful to my Honourable friend if he can shov how yy<« 
ran save Tls 30 lakhs on the working of our collieries Quite obviously, any 
Government must he grateful to people who can make practical sugges¬ 
tions of that kind if they are in fact practical T do not know how far 
T am right in mv assumption hut I think the figures that the Honourable 
Member has given wore based in the main on the coal which he thinks 
ought to have been taken fmm collieries under the management of Tf V 
7>nv and Co 

Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi: No. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Not solely, hut including tlum 

Mr. A H. Ghuznavi: No. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Not solely hut including them. 
Well, Sir, as regards that firm, it is necessary that I should say something. 

It controls a very considerable number of collieries, and <*\*t since the 
case which is known as the Church case, up till last year no orders what¬ 
ever had been placed with that firm by the State-managed railways For 
that policy 1 accept full responsibility. Last year, for the 

r,M * first time, the ban was lifted and an order for a certain 
quantity of coal was placed with the firm. Tf is quite true that the 
collieries managed by that firm did m a number of eases put up tenders 
for the supply of coal at a lower price than the tenders we actually 
accepted. The reason why we adopted that plan is that, in placing con¬ 
tracts, yve have not to look only at the price but also to performance, 
and to the manner in which contracts previously given have been carried 
out. It is no use* getting coal at cheaper prices if the loading at the 
collieries is bad. so that the railways do not receive the supplies at the 
time they are expecting them, or if the quality of coal received is inferior 
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to wlmt lifts been iisk«_*d for Now in both these respects during the year 
1931-82 21 number of serious complaints had been received from the rail¬ 
ways concerned jibout the coal supplied by this firm, find in the circum¬ 
stances the Jhulw.iy hiojird came to the conclusion that it was not desirable 
to place an order with this firm for more than a comparatively small 
quantity of coal, and I want to tell the House that, before these orders 
uov issued tlie Financial Commissioner of Hallways drew my attention 
to the point and I entire!v approved of the action taken. 

Sir. I contend that the Honourable Member has not made out Ins case. 
What he has made out is that we did for certain qualities of coal not 
place tlic whole of the contract with the lowest tenderer, hut m some 
rase* for what appeared to us adequate reasons we turned down the 
lowest lenders That jc. undoubtedly -o. but there w'ere good and suffi¬ 
cient reasons for the action taken in every case 

I am not going into an\ elaborate disquisition about the management 
of tin- railway collieries because the single subject with winch 1 have so 
Mr dealt i- reallv »»+ -utlw lent importance to take up the whole of the 
debate, hut wind I let I about these rai!wu\ eolla ries i- this We 
puhli-b amnulh m mu •>* the pink book-, distributed with the Budget 
papev- ;» -.1 iteiiu nt of tb* en-t- of rai-mij. coal in these collieries W hen 
I ws in the To .11 Boird .md sinci- I haw held m\ present appoint¬ 
ment I h,i\e r»lt« v In ard i great deal ot criticism o| tin cost accounts 
In yit b\ (iowrnment department- md we are alwa\s read\ and willing 
to submit account-* ot that kind to the criticism of the people in the 
industrial world who are in a position to speak with authority I should 
like to inform the House that the balance sheets of the State railway 
eolbenes have been examined by repri «cntati\t s ot the Indian Mining 
Association anil the Indian Alining Federation, and neither body was aide 
to suggest even a small item of expenditure as having been omitted w’hich 
ought to have been included That Sir - u .on rati prime fn^ie 
. videiiee that our account- are kept in a reasonable wav, and if that is so. 
then it is not the ease that tin coal taken f»*nm our iaihva\ collieries is 
en-t mg us more than the eoal which we purchase in the open market. 
That. Sir, I think, ven nearh concludes what I need say Perhaps I 
might ju-t refer to certain practical suggestions which the Honourable 
Member made at the end of hi- speech T have been compelled to differ 
rather stnuigh fmm the Honourable Member as regards the attitude he 
has taken up but that makes no difference to mv attitude to any practi¬ 
cal suggestions he makes and T am quite read\ to consider them on their 
ii/t*i!»s Wh.-d T cannot do is to admit that there is nn\ rea-onabl.* and 
proper ground o f criticism of the action taken on the ground that it was 
taken from improper motives and not fur good and adequate reasons 

The Assembh then adjourned for Lunch till a Quarter Past Two of 
the Clock 


The Assemblv re assembled after Lunch nt a Quarter Past Two of the 
Ch'ck. Air. President in the Chair. 


Mr. S. 0. Sen (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce: Indian Com¬ 
merce) Sir, before I begin. I should make a little personal explanation. I do 
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not- want to be so subtle as Mr. Gliuznavi. 1 must say that I have an interest 
in a small coal contract with a railway, but 1 am vitally interested in the 
coal trade and through my prolession as a solicitor 1 have more than 95 
per cent, ot the colliery owners in Bengal and Bihar as mv clients and I am 
a member ol the Indian Mining Federation, from whom the Honourable 
the Finance Member lias got a telegram of approval to his action. 1 must 
say I d ' not approve of what Mr (ihu/navi said regarding the acceptance 
of tenders in this House. Every tender contains the usual clause that 
the lowest tender need not he accepted, and any person who makes the 
lowest tender cannot legally or even morulK make a grievance that his 
tender has not been accepted Before a lender is accepted, there are 
various things which have to he considered by the person accepting the 
tender. The personal element comes very much into the question of 
course. A person may tender at the lowest rate, but lie inay be know r n 
t be a person on whom no reliance can be placed if the market goes 
against him. That is the experience of every business man who does any 
business in coal or any other commodity where the contract is not a 
contract for a lump quantity 1 ut an executory contract which lias to be 
performed in a year or so Under these circumstances, if in the exercise 
of the discretion vested in an authority, he chooses to make a contract 
with persons whom lie knows to he reliable, with whom he has had deal¬ 
ings and with whom he did not anticipate or did not have any difficulties, 
then I do not see what objection can he made or grievance felt. More¬ 
over, in tho coal trade the question of loading comes very much into 
practical phi\ A contract is gencrallv made with the condition that the 
ease will be tree of any slaeke slate or stone Now in the loading you can 
if von want to cheat put in as much slaeke as von can It may la re¬ 
jected by the purchaser if he is alert, or mn\ he taken by his subordi¬ 
nates ,| arrangements art* made. t heivtoiv Mltlmugh o>’ mi, lnvt minted 
a verv low price, von renllv charge a higher price than what you have put 
forward Unde*" these oi* , cuiiista , »'-■*. ! -h • « umh i id Mi \ 

nbjrrtioo Secondly, he has made certain charges, or rather insinuations, 
against All' Whitworth and also against his assistant T do not know 
nor does tin* coal trade know of am justification for such insinuations 
A* f 'ots m c lK\'iig such insinuations have been adduced or hum <1, they 
unwarranted and unjustifiable The Honourable the Commerce Member 
has told us that the giving of contracts and the acceptanct of tenders do 
not iv‘-t with the Chief Alining Engineer of the Government or his assis¬ 
tant Those contracts are scanned bv the Tbulwav Board and, as stated 
b\ the Honourable the Commerce Member on the hist occasion, especially 
bv the Finance Member of the Board Under these circumstances, wliat 
blame can h«» attached to Mr Whitworth or bis assistant I do not know'. 
Then Mr. fthuznnvi has stated that the tenderers generally put forward, 
ot rather tender for. quantities far more than what thev can possibly 
deliver nr what can be their fait put. I do not know whether Mr Gliuznavi 
is thoroughly acquainted with the custom of the trade or the conditions 
under which Indian collierv owners or even European colliery owners have 
to conduct their business As a matter of fact if there are no buyers, 

T can curtail rriv output of coal. Now having regard lo the market condi¬ 
tions which have been subsisting for the last two or three vearR, it is well- 
known that- both European and Indian collieries have been obliged to cur¬ 
tail their output. That does not mean that they have done so for good 
or that they cannot if occasion arises increase their output- and supply' all 
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the coal necessary. Then Mr. Ghuznavi raised the question oi the collieries 
owned by the railways. There I join him in his condemnation oi 
working of these collieries, as J in mv opinion bv opening collieries them¬ 
selves the State have come into competition with private colliery owners. 
(Mr A T . M. Jonlii : “Why should they not come into competition?”) Sir, 
if is the universal practice in all civilized countries of the world that the 
State should not come into competition with privale enterprise. (Mr. N. 
M JoxJn “That* is so only in capitalistic countries, not in civilized count¬ 
ries ") Here the State have not onh come into competition with ordinary 
eollierv owners but lho\- are practically killing them and with the resources 
at their command it is merely a question of time when private enterprise 
will he entirely killed Of course Alt Ghuznavi was wrong when lie stated 
that the cost of production has not been shown by the railways, although 
this was demanded The cost of raising of coal has been shown also in 
the budget hooks published bv the "Railway Department, hut the rates 
there given :nv mish*admg The rates given there contain the rates not 
onh for coal but also for slaeki that is mu. ill u al and dust The^e are 
s -Id in tli,* market at practical!v half the rate* for which you can obtain 
coal Therefore tin- rates shown there for coal are misleading and really 
the fnil late there is much higher than what is given As regards coal 
contracts 1 hiu said that then is u.> graven^ "hieli ear he felt: ns a 
matter r,1 fact eollierv owners hotli F.uropean and Indian, do not com¬ 
plain o! the wav in which contracts have been given this vear or even in 
the i»m Minis \ears (Hear, hear) and hut for the action taken by' the fl-ov- 
crument this vear man\ of the Indian eollierv owners would have shufc 
the’*- coal mines i < . if the\ laid not got tlm distribution which has been 
made by the Raih\‘iv Hoard this vear The Railway Hoard had t-ho 
supriort oof <>nl\ of th< Indian Mining Federation, of which I am a mem- 
he v hut :d £ o gencrallx of tlie whole of the coal trad > ui th'Mgal The 
Hoard is entitled to the thanks of tin- coal trade generallv Kir. with these 
remarks ] impose the motion 

Some Honourable Members.* r l he question m i\ now* he put 

Mr. President: I nce»*pt the closure The question is 

‘ that the question bo now put.” 

The motion was adopted 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Sir, I wish to speak very briefly 
indeed !hei. v m one nan oi m\ Honourable friend Mr. (iluizmm’s 
speech which I did not catch very distinetlv, and therefore 1 obtained 
from the Report* rs a eop\ of the type-script The particular part to 
which T wish to allude is this. He said * 

“ Then, Sir, T will make another charge and a serious charge, and ask him to refute it. 
Previous to tendering, Mr. Whitworth and lus friend Mr. Ifcmerji aie obviously m the 
lmhit of advising their friends what rate to tender.” 

The Honourable Member then went on to state what the practice was 
and ended up h\ saving: 

ft evidence is required of that I am prepared to furnish it.” 

He has not ns yet given any proof, but what. I wish to say is that I 
entirely repudiate that charge as being entirely without foundation 
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Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi: Sir, the reply of the Honourable the Commerce 
} lember has relieved me of the necessity of making a detailed reply. I 
should like however to say somethin" about the telegram to which the 
Honourable the Commerce Member appears to attach a good deal of 
importance. Sir, the telegram from the Indian Mining Federation read 
out by tin* 'Honourable Member lias not come upon me as a surprise, nor 
will file telegram which 1 am about to read come upon him as a surprise 
unless the Department of tile Honourable Member's colleague, nnmeh, 
tlu Posts and Telegraphs, lias not supplied him with a copy, which was 
addressed to him It appears I mm the telegram that 1 have received that 
a copy of it was addressed to the Honourable Sir George Paine. It is 
from a member of the Indian Mining Federation and this is what he 
sn\ s: 

“ Some members of Federation who have secured orders under patronage lia\e wired 
Home Member *’ iThi* /\ a mi "/<//.* ; hr mean* tht (’nmntpnv Mem be*.) “ ns follow s .” 

Then be gi\es the telegram which the Honourable Member has read out. 
.Put he lias m»t read out the 1,liter part of the telegram TTe should have, 
in justice to me read out this purl mil as well I wiU rend out whole 

telegram P runs thus 

‘‘Committee Indian Mining Federation having carefully eonsidoied ProRs reports of 
remarks made bv Chuznavi at Legislative Assembly on 29th Fobrunrv to winch the atten¬ 
tion has been drawn l>v various Members of the federation dissociates Committee of 
Federation words their emphatic view that contract for purchases of coal for 1932-311 
was fairlv distributed nnv criticism offered thereon unwarranted Total Members on 
Federation below hundred This wire has been sent, bv four persons in n ime of 
Federation. Km 11 v •im-.ider what was pistdiention of sending such wire bv Federation 
against * ho views of Hundreds o f colliery nw uers. Kmdlv anvhow get impartial committee 
anpomted bun Ire Is of colliery owners will come give evidence we shall prove conclusively 
merits and demerits of pare bases by mining engineer before Committee Rmlwnvs losing 
millions through sicdi purchase.* w*irlv Wasteful management of railways co’henes 
sunil ir qu ilifv of rail wav-; '•ollieriescoal can he had from market at cheaper rate Federal ion 
all along fought ,igtiii"t working of imiIw.iv collieries past correspondent es will prove 
tint collier* o-opriot ors «)*Ton*d si ndarcoalat TN 2-S-O per ton for ton years anv quantity 
railway require llwlwuvs collieries cost average few* \ears over rupees tour per ton ex¬ 
plain liovv railways losing fifty Ukhs veirlv. Show this telegram all Assembly members. 
We app ihI for appointment of impartial inquiry committee. P. C. Hannerjee, Membor, 
TDn^al Natioiil Ciimbor of Commerce, Indian Mining Federation.” ^ 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: That, Sir, is a telegram from a 
single individual, bui tile hundreds oi colliery proprietors have sent no 
telegrams. 

Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi: In justice to me lie should have read this tele¬ 
gram as well. Whether the telegram which was sent on behalf ot the 
Federation was sent bv 4 Members and how far he is correct or how- far 
that telegram which he received from the Federation is genuine, has yet 
to he seen, Sir, T have no further remarks to make because \ find the 
Honourable the Commerce Member has not been able to meet my case. 
Ho has in a manner admitted all that T have said and with these remarks 
I close this debate. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That the Demand under th* head ‘ Executive Council * be roduood by Rs. 100.” 

The motion was negatived. 
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Separation of Burma from India , 

Mr. Jeh&ngir K. Munshi (Burma: Non-European): Mr. President, 1 
move that the Demand under the head “Executive Council” be reduced 
by lis. 100. 

Bv this motion 1 propose, Mr. President, to raise a debate on the future 
of Burma and to help Burma to exercise a free choice during the election 
winch has been promised b\ the Prime Minister. A general election 
is to be held either in October or November this year on the specific 
issue win ther Burma- desires to separate from India or whether she desires 
to remain part of India, whether it may ultimately be a federated India 
or British India. 

I wish to make it clear at the \er\ outset that this motion is nofc 
designed as a vote of censure on the Government of India or to reflect 
in arn wa\ on the Government of India As a matter of fact. I wish 
tc» express im gratitude tn the Government of India for the efforts, which 
I believe, the\ have exerted as a result of the debate which took place 
in tin**. House last \ear J believe that it was mainK due to the efforts 
oi the Go\eminent of India, as a result uf the Burma debate last \car, 
that both the separation tats and anti-sepantiomsts were united, and the 
Burma Hound 'Fable Conference was almost as representative as it could 
he re.isoiubh made This. 1 take if, was due to the good efforts of the 
(io\eminent of India, and then‘fore when T place this motion before the 
Hou-e it k not to censure them, but to afford them another opportunity, 
of helping Burma to have an entirely free choice at the election next 
Xnwmlicr Vow in thi- connection I wish to read out a passage from 
fla .mnouneement made bv the Prime Minister when he closed the 
Bnrm.: Hound Table Conference. The passage is verv short Mr "Ramsay 
MacDonald, when closing the Burma Bound Table Conference, said as 
fol low’s * 

“ With this material before then, the people of Burma will be in n position to decide 
whether c>! not tbov are in favour of depuration from Tilth.i Hi« Majestv's Government 
eon-uiet thut a decision irmrlit best be taken after a General Kleeiion at which the broad 
issue na- boon plnrod bid me the electorate (The life of the present Lecedtime Count il 
has beet, extended tot a \onr. but an fleet ion must be held befoie 1 he ond oi thereat) 

That d<'( ision u ill determine whethei mi the one hand Pm inn «*hoeM he independent 
of Tndm w it li i const it ut ion on the linos set forth nho\e or on the other baud should re me in 
n provnv e oi India with the prospects mdieated in the pi m codings of the two sos-ior *> of 
tlie Indian Hound Table<Vinleretii e." 

Vd t!,. * ciines .1 \er\ unpoilent lbsorvatinn * 

*■ nnd m tie* n.imiTticn, >1 should be lemeinb* red that »f an Indian lVdeiatmn i* e>*t ibhsn- 
ed. 'i < inn »* I -• on tV1 fi—that Mei.-.bei*. ian lem'Mt a^and when thev < 1 io.m 

S.»* i . 'utine nn attention at the moment to tin* particular observation: 

“ and n this » onnei *i*m it should be remeiubt ie«t that it nn ledum Vi d< n»1 < nrM:i‘*i*vh* 
ed.it on mini boon ibe ba*'stbnt Members can len\e it as and \. hen t lu*\ choose." 

Mr President T do not think this genm-al nKvn.it inn made by the 
prune Minister can hi* interpreted to mean a threat to Burma that if she 
rh-fidos at the next election ill No\ember to join the Indian Federation, 
she shall he forced to remain part of the Indian Federation for ever As 
T understand thta passage, it is a general observation which would be 
applicable in ordinary constitutional theorv to federations, that when a 
federation is formed it is not lightly broken up. and when the Prime 
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Minister was dealing with the subject, lie had in mind all the units which 
would make up the Indian federation, and 1 do not think any narrow 
interpretation can be put upon it. When the Prime Minister made that 
observation he did not mean to convex a threat that li Burma entered 
the Federation, she would never be able to leave the Federation. But, 
after that, Sir, e.uue the address to the Burma Legislative Council 
delivered by His Excellency Sir Charles Innes, Governor of Burma. I 
shall rend to tile House extracts Jrom his address. \\ lien the House 
follows these extracts, it will bear in mind the general observation which 
the Prune Minister made in lus announcement, and which 1 do not 
interpret—and 1 do not think the Government of India will interpret it— 
to mean a threat to Burma that she would be forced to remain in the 
Federation for ever. In the course o r Ins address to the* Burma Legisla¬ 
tive Council on the 12th of February this year His Excellency, Sir Charles 
Innes said: 

“ I have just said that the announcement has cleared the nir and has made plain what 
is tho choice which lies before the people of Burma. Either they can elect to enter the 
Indian Federation or they can elect to separate from India and to pursue their own 
political development apart from India, but the Prime Minister”. 

and this is the interpretation put by His Excellency Sir Charles Innes 
on the observation of the Prime Minister: 

“ but tho Prime Minister has made it clear that it will not bt open to them to enter tho 
Indian Federation on tho busis that they can leave it as and when tho\ like. This sti¬ 
pulation is not a device intended to impale tho people of Burma on the horns of a difficult 
dilemma or to dn \ o them into \ oting tor separation. It is no easy matter to separate two 
countries which have been so long and so closely connected as India and Burma.’ 

1 contend that His Excellency the Governor ot Burma, m placing this 
interpretation on the general observation made by the Prune Minister, 
has gone a great deal further than the Prime Minister's words jtistily, 
and has practically said to Burma, “You have to decide whether you 
want to separate from India or whether you want* to enter the Federa¬ 
tion, but if you decide to join the Federation, you have got to stay in it 
for ever ’. His Excellency Sir Charles Lines argues that this is what 
the Prime Minister lias announced. T contend that the general observa¬ 
tion in the speech of the Prime Minister is not capable of tLis interpreta¬ 
tion, and m putting tins interpretation on it, His Excellency Sir Charles 
Innes has allowed himself to be carried away by his zeal. Tn the course 
of the same address. His Excellency tho Governor of Burma, after making 
a number of observations, goes on to say, “I have no desire to prejudge 
the issue”. T offer no comment on this claim. Then later on, after assur¬ 
ing the Burma Legislative Council that, “He has no desire to prejudge 
the issue”, His Excellency Sir Charles Innes preached to the Council a. 
political sermon as follows ■ 

“ Tho only point I wish to make is that the issues ought to be carefully thought out 
and squarelv faced. There must be no thought of using India merely as a political con¬ 
venience, There is no placo in the Indian Federation except for loyal members content 
that matters of common interest should be managed in the interests of the whole, and ready 
and willing to contribute loyally and faithfully to the strength and well-being of the 
Federation. If Burma wants to separate from India, now is her opportunity. If not, 
let her throw in her lot with India whole-heartedly and without any arriere peruiee and 
let her play her part as a loyal member of the Federation.” 

This is the political sermon preached by His Excellency Sir Charles Innes 
to the Burma Legislative Council after claiming that “he had no desire 
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to prejudge the issue’'. The interpretation placed by His Excellency 
Sir Charles limes on that passage in the Prime Minister’s announcement 
is nuturally causing grave concern to .Burma. As the House knows, poli¬ 
tical Burma is divided into two camps, those who desire to separate from 
India and those who do not desire to separate from India in view of the 
constitution offered b> the Prime Minister. Burma has been given the 
option. She can elect to accept the constitution offered In the Prime 
Minister in the announcement made by him before the Burma Bound 
Table Conference, or she can decide to join the Indian Federation if a 
Federation ultimately emerges or remain part of British India if a British 
Indian constitution ultimately emerges. There are two schools of political 
thought in Burma; one school, although very' much dissatisfied with the 
constitution offered by His Majesty’s Government, wants to separate from 
India and take its chance ot obtaining something more in the near future. 
There is another school of thought which is equally dissatisfied with the 
constitution offered bv the Prime Minister, if not more so, and wants to 
remain with India believing that by remaining with India. Burma would 
be better able to solve her political problem But this threat that once 
Burma enters the Indian Federation or the Indian constitution she must 
remain in it for ever, is likely to deprive the electorate m Burma of the 
free choice, which, it ob\ inusly was the intention of Ilis Majesty’s Gov¬ 
ernment, to give to the people ot Burma If a choice is to he given to 
the people ot Burma to make a decision, if should be a free and unfettered 
choice. There should he no restrictions and no threats As I saw Sir, 

I do not interpret the Prime Minister’s announcement to impose any 
threat or icstriction whatever, it is a general observation; but His Excellency 
Sir Charles Innos has attempted to put an interpretation on it which goes 
much further than the words of the Prime Minister. This has caused an 
apprehension m Burma, and I am asking tin* House to help me to make 
it clear—as the Indian National Congress and then the Federation of the 
Indian Chambers of Commerce have alroad\ done—that it is for Burma to 
decide whether she want* to separate from India or whether she wants 
to join the Indian Federation, if a Federation emerges, or to remain a part 
of British India, if ultimately a British Indian constitution emerges, and 
further—and this is the most important point which I want to urge before 
the House,—that if Burma decides to join the Indian Federation or the 
Indian constitution, she shall he free to leave it when she chooses to do so. 
That and that alone would be a free choice given to Burma. (Hear, hear.) 

I have not the slightest idea as to what the attitude of the Government 
of India is; but T take it that they are determined that Burma shall have 
a square deal and completely fair play on this question. And if that is 
their intention, I feel confident that the Government of India will have 
no difficulty in supporting the proposition which T w’ant the House to 
endorse, that Burma shall be at liberty to leave the Federation or the 
Indian constitution when she chooses to do so. T see. Sir, that my last 
remark has caused some amusement to my Honourable friend the official 
Member from Bengal. Perhaps when it is h.s turn to speak he will ex¬ 
plain exactly what amuses him. It is superfluous to state that if and when 
Burma leaves the Federation she shall be doing so on the necessary ad¬ 
justments, as there must be adjustments even now. The point renllv is 
this, Ts this- House or the Government of India prepared to force Burma 
to separate now if iti is Burma’s desire not to separate now but? to separate, 
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if it is found necessary to do so, 10, 20 or 30 years lienee? That is really 
the issue m a, nutshell. If Burma says she does not want to separate now*, 

are we going to force her to separate now L>\ this threat? it may turn 

out that Burma may not want to separate at all; hut 1 do want Burma to 
ha\e the right to secede or separate if and when she chooses to do so; and 
she should not he subjected to this threat which has been imposed on 
her by His Excellency Sir Charles Innes, to which, 1 do repeat, the Prime 
Minister was not a party. 

1 am very glad that my Honourable friend V Kyaw Myint has arrived 

in Delhi just in time to take part in this debate, lie has taken a very 

keen part in the separation controversy in Burma during the past 12 
months. He represents one school of political thought in Burma, and he 
is looked upon ns one of the prominent leaders of that school of thought 
H e will then*fore he in a much better position to tell the House what 
Bin-mans feel and think about the eon*ditiiti'>n m general and this question 
of the Governor’s threat in particular We ha\o also our Honourable friend 
Mr. Tail in this House, who also will he giving his view’s about the political 
situation in Burma Of course Mr Tait will he lair airing under this 
disadvantage that he does not read the Burmese papers and dots not attend 
Burmese political meetings: he is not in close touch will. Burmese politi¬ 
cians. But rny Honourable friend Mr Trot ha- a uumaiit temperament 
and an optimistic nature (Laughter.! He still may claim that he knows 
more about the sentiments ot Burmans than in\ Honourable friend T T 
Kyaw Myint. (Laughter and choirs I But when that claim is made, T T 
Kyaw M\mt will deal with it. 

M\ object in making thi«* motion is tn v us. tlu> d. hair on Burma 
and to ask this House and also to icqiust Gn Go\erunn*ni ot India to 
help Burma to luno a completely free ehoio« ,it the next elect am, and 
to endorse this proposition that if Burma decider to join the Indian 
Federation or the* British Indian constitution \\hafe\or it ma\ he she 
shall thereafter he at hbert\ to secede or separate if and when she eho<we< 
to do so. (Applause ) 

Mr. John Tait (liurma European) Sir, coming from a \*r\ dis¬ 
tinguished Barrister the interpretation which mv Honourable triend Mr. 
Munslii places on the words of the Prune Minister is almost an un¬ 
explainable one The or'\ interpretation which can be placed on the 
words of the Prime Min,dor is exactly what thus,* words sa\ The\ sa\ 
in clear language that if Burma decides to enter tin Federation she 
must remain wjtlmi the Federation. There can be no question to 
what the Prime Minister meant bv that. He said oxncth what he meant 
and his words meant exactly what he said. 

The theme of my Honourable friend’s speech is not whether Burma 
should separate from Tndia or should remain as part of Federal Tndia. 
What he wants now is that Burma should be allowed to join the Indian 
Federation and at the same time have the right, whenever she decides 
to exercise that right, of seceding from the Federation The question as 
to whether Burma is or is not to have a free vote is another matter. 
Mr. Munshi does not particularly want merely a free vote. What he 
wants is some other thing on which Burma can vote. Burma is quite 
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definitely going to have a free vote, either for separation or for remaining 
permanently within the Federation. What he wants is that Burma 
should be able to vote not on these two alternatives which have been 
offered to her, hut on something quite different. So it is not a question 
of Burma not having a free vote, but that Burma should have something 
else on which to vote. 

Now. what strikes me and what must also strike Honourable Members 
of this House is that this is the first occasion on which this point has 
been raised, as to whether Burma should be free to join the Federation 
and later on leave it when she wants to do so. This is the first occasion 
on which that point lias been raised. ( Mr. Jehangir K. Muntthi: 
“Question.*') And if there w'as any substantial feeling in favour of that 
particular point, surely it would have been mentioned at least at the 
Burma hound Table Conference in London before the Prime Minister 
made the remark or it would haw been mentioned in the Burma Legis¬ 
lative Council The session of the Burma Legislative* Council has just 
now terminated, and there unquestionably are quite a few m that Council 
who ait* prepared to voice the views of the anti-separationists. and it is 
remarkable that not one member m that Council raised this particular 
point ; neither has it appeared in the Press. It- may, I admit, have 
appeared in some ot the vermicular paper** On that I cannot sa\ one 
wav »r the other; hut I do contend that if it was of any niaiei ,; al im¬ 
portant! whatsoever, it would have appeared in the more widely read 
Press <.f the province. 

Now, what is to he the actual effect of this reservation should it be 
agi e**d to * No one. I think, who knows am thing about Bur r, u and who 
has had t xpaneiiCL in that province will deny that lh**re unquestionably 
lias been and still is a definite anti-Indian tiding arwngst the Buruums. 
The *r j • » of May P.KtO and subsequently are eloquent enough 

i! plou* a*-* required that that feeling has not been submerged and is 
readv t » 1 ><* 1 1 up again at an\ moment I submit that there i< nothing 
in the view of most reasonable men. more certain to retard the develop¬ 
ment and the industrial progress of Burma than the perpetuation of this 
distmhing ami most regrettable clash of racial feeling; and I submit 
further fh.it this is exactly what such reservation would be likely to 
effect It will present* an atmosphere of discontent against what is 
called *li** peaci ful penetration of Indians into Burma; parties of irrecmi- 
cilahh s will come into existence distracting the attention of the people 
and the country at large from the main consideration of the working of 
tin* constitutional progress of Burma and all that Burma stands for. We 
Europeans in Burma have never taken sides on this question of separation. 
On the facts as we now see them, it is our opinion that it will he in 
tlu> inti rests of Burma, if she does decide to separate: but we now and 
always have said that it must hi* left for the Bormans and Burmans 
alone to decide whether or not they will separate from India or will 
remain as a constituent part of Federal India But, and this i s a verv 
big but. we are definitely not prepared to support the plea now put 
forward by mv Honourable friend, Mr. Munshi. for we are definitely of 
the opinion that it is not in Burma’s interests to perpetuate a feeling 
of uncertainty as to Burma’s future. Lot Burma decide now one wav 
or the other,—to separate or remain within India: but above all. lot her 
decide, finally. 
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And what is Federal India going to have to say about this suggestion? 
A federal scheme with all its ramifications must provide for an India 
which will include Burma land that same scheme of federation will un¬ 
questionably not suit an India without Burma; and is India going to put 
herself in a position when she forms her new constitution that, at some 
uncertain date entirely outside her own control, one constituent, member 
should be allowed to secede and upset all the arrangements and all the 
scheme? Surely in a Federation, representation of which in the Central 
Government is worked down to the basis of single seats, the question 
whether or not Burma will continue to send represent at n es to the central 
Legislature must have the effect of upsetting the balance of representation 
between the various communities. It is not certain at all with the passing 
of years on what side the weight of the Burmese representation will be 
thrown : will it he on the side of the Muslims or on the side of the Hindus? 
It fill depends what kind of representative comes forward; and if Mr. 
Munshi comes as representative of Burma, would he vote with the 
Muslims or with the Hindus? 

That i K all I have to sav; but 1 do say on the facts it is a most extra¬ 
ordinary position that Mr Munshi should come here and raise this new 
issue which so far as the whole world knows, nobody else has as|«.*d for 
and nobody wants. 

Mr. H. P. Mody (Bombay Mdlowners' Association Indian Commerce): 

Sir, in order to understand the implications ot the issue placed 

P,M * beioie the House In my Honourable friend, Mr Munshi. it is 
necessary to dip into tlu 4 history of this question. As .t somewhat active 
member of the Burma Sub-Committee of the Bound Table Conference, 
I think I am in a position to tell the House 1 something about tin- matter. 
When the question was first raised before the pleiiarx session oi the Hound 
Table Conference, a decision was reached m, 1 flunk, less than three- 
quarters of an hour’s discussion, and it took most people b\ surprise. 
I am, not going to deny that it was due to the members not being suffi¬ 
ciently wide awake with regard to the issues before the plenary Confer¬ 
ence. Before they realised exactly what was happening, tin* Prime 
Minister declared that n Committee would he appointed, and that the 
question of separation would he regarded as settled 1 remember one or 
two of my friends on the Bound Table. Conference inquiring when this 
announcement was made whether if was possible in the Committee to 
raise the question of separation, and the Prime Minister said, “Xo". It 
was not possible in view of the fact flint most members were not prepared 
to fight the issue out at that stage for anybody to say anything on the 
spot, and the fight was transferred to the Burma Committee of the 
Conference. At the very first meeting of the Committee, T raised the 
question of separation. T pointed out how the decision had been rushed 
through, and J w r anted to know whether if was open to any member of 
the Commdtee to reopen the issuo in the Committee. Tlie Chairman of 
the Committee, the late lamented Earl Bussell, ruled that the question 
could not he raised in the Committee because the Committee was only 
asked to define the terms upon which separation should he effected ; but 
he gave the Committee very clearly to understand, in view 7 of the sttonuous 
opposition of some of us, that it would be open to me or to any other 
member of the Committee to raise that question again in the plenary 
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session. Thereafter we proceeded to discuss the general principles upon 
which separation should he effected and we put up a report which came 
up in due time before the Round Table Conference. There, my friend, 
i\'I?*. Shiva Kao, and ruyself, led the attack. We pointer/ out what the 
implications of the whole business were, and we secur.-d mjcIj support 
Fn till most of the members of* the Conference that the Prime Minister at the 
uni was compelled to sa\ that an < pport unity would he given to ihc Con¬ 
ference to *nsirh*r tin* question before the scimrutum ot Burma was 
an accomplished fact 

The n. :d thin" in this Jilib- drama v.a* an announcement rat iht f'oor 
ot the Hons, ol Common*- aftir a few weeks h\ the Secretar\ ot State 
or the Pniia* Min.ster- I forget b\ whom e\at th—statin" that it had been 
d* i idl’d 1 hot Kurina should he separated, and that a separate Conleivnee 
m 11 id be h**ld in order to consider tin* terms on which it would be possible 
*n eftr<*t that -eparatinn 1 ma\ sa\ in passing, Sir, tlut our strenuous 
i pp<isiti.)ii t» stampeding Burma into a Lastv decision w.is int cxiotlv 
rebelled, and I reineinher the gibe which the Chairman ol the Committee, 
Kail Kussoll, thing at me when he said thah I appeared to he feeling more 
tor Kurma than the huniiiins themselves, and I retorted that I felt as 
much lor Kurma as 11K Lordship himself To pioceed with im argument, 
we ♦ire riot considering this question from the point of view’ ot Indian 
interests We who claim the right to self-determination mu-t recognise 
tin* right ot Kurma also to sell-determin.ition All that \vc >u\ is that 
it 1 lie iss\n is put tairly and square!* before Bunn.i, and if Burma decides 
In st par.ite, and if the terms upon which she is going to separate are 
mufiialK accept able, llien it is Burma's business and not ours, and we 
wish them |ov of thin* new constitution That w the position which wo 
have all along taken If is a question entirely f«>r Burma to decide, and 
the only thing on which we in India demand an effective voice is the terms 
upon which -eparatinn should be elTected. what financial adjustments are 
!. * lie made, bow tin* various commun.* ie- an* going to be treated under 
1 lie new constitution and various other questions of a like ell muter 

>u\ the ii*iN>n ot my little in. ur-ion into the history of thi- question 

l Ins 1 want to I'Ul if \’er\ hluntlv before the House — ih.it tie tr»Mi 
w mi which i*■ now being sought to he imposed up>n Burma i- part oi the 
a bob* game ot toreing Kunna to separate T do not know why tho 
Bunium- should he tr.ld at tills stage that they have to make an irrevo¬ 
cable . lioiee It alter fiO vears of connection with India it can he m the 

mouth of Kin-mails to t laini separation. win cannot Burma after oO or 5 
a* L\“> vears of i xisti nee in the Federation. claim separation tr«»in the 

Federation*’ M\ point is that in asking the Burmans to make a.i inuo- 

eahli* ehoiet* lu*re and now tln*\ are being forced to decide in favour oi 'separa¬ 
tion and it is not a free choice which Burma has got before her That is 
;hc whole point ol the motion before the House. 

Now, Sir, it is quite true that Burma cannot come into the Federation 
and get out of it as and when she likes. After all, there will be various 
other units in the Federation who will want to have a say in the matter, 
just, a- at tin* present moment* there is the British Government, the Gov- 
. rnnient and people of India and the Government and people of Burma. 
Therefore, Sir, my submission is that Burma cannot claim that she can 
.liter and get out of the Federation at. her sw*oot will. If, however, after 
a few- years’ experience, Burma can put up a case before the Federation 
for separation, and if she satisfies the other units of the Federation tha£ 

o 2 



2180 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[17th Mar. 1932. 


[Mr. H. 1\ Mod>.] 

she is prepared to shoulder all the responsibilities and agree to all the ad¬ 
justments which are necessary before she is allowed to separate, if Burma, 
can do all these things, then 1 cannot imagine the Federation holding out 
against such a claim. 1 would like to give this House the parallel of the 
Irish Free State'. For centuries Ireland was a part of the Empire, and 
by mutual consent, not by revolution, though revolution linn have led up 
to it, but in the last stages l>\ mutual agreement between the representatives 
of Great Britain and the representatives of the people of Ireland, the Irish 
Free State was created. Well, if the Irish Free State was able to estab¬ 
lish its claim to a separate existence, why should it not la* possible for. . . 

Mr. Arthur Moore (Bengal. European): It is within the Empire 

Mr. H. P. Mody: The Irish Free State is for all practical purposes a 
republic 1 will not sa\ that it is not technically a part oi the British 
Empire, but it is practically independent; the \ery worth ’ Irish tree 
State” proclaim it. I jet not my friend Mr Arthur Moon* iorget what tin 
new President lias told the world only a day ago as to the oath of allegi¬ 
ance and \annus other matters I do not want to push the parallel furlhei 
I only sa\ this, that it it I s * possible for Iieland to establish a east* for 
separate existence, then I say it is equally possible tor Burma at a later 
stage to establish a ease for separate existence it she can satisfy the* other 
units of the Federation that she is entitled to it and that she is prepar. <1 
to shoulder her lair share of tin* burdens which the Federation hu* im urred 
on account of all units of the Federation And just as b\ mutual consent 
on terms honourable alike to Great Britain and to the Irish Free State, a 
new State was created, so it may be at a distant date Burma nm set up a 
claim and by mutual consent get out ol the Feder.ition I lime no ieat 
however that Burma w >11 make that demand, because it India is to la a 
responsible equal member of the British (Commonwealth, as s]u* n bound 
to be. if not todn\. at least in the next few years, and if she attains to the 
full stature of her opportunities, it is possible that Burma may find that 
it is a far more honourable existence to he a unit of that Federation than 
to break away from that Federation .arid set up an independent Govern¬ 
ment That, Sir, will assured]\ happen, and, therefore, in order tha*- 
the decision of this question may be arrived at m an unpreiudieed and dis¬ 
passionate atmosphere. I want that no conditions of am sort or kind 
should he imposed upon the Burimins winch would drive them to give a 
decision which the\ otherwise would not. In other words let Burma have 
a free choice, an absolutely unfettered choice in the matter, let not an', 
threat he* held out to her. If she wants to got out at am time, she can 
set up a claim to do so Who is to sa\ that she should noi get out? 

What is the position of flu* British Government ? When the Federation 
comes into existence, will it lie with the British Government to sav “You 
can get out. or you cannot get out**. It will be for tlm Federation to 
decide the issue, and therefore T refuse to recognise the lnru& standi of 
the British Government in the matter. Otherwise, it would mean that 
the British Government were going to decide the future of Burma tor nil 
time That is not the correct position. The position of Burma will be 
decided b\ the Federation, and by Burma ns a component pari of that 
Federation. For all these reasons, T am strongly in favour of the motion 
which has boon placed before the House hv m\ Honourable friend 
Mr. Munshi. I onlv wish that the representative of Burma. Mr. T T . Kvnw 
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Myint, will make it clear that Burma is not going to claim that she can 
get in and get out of the Federation as and when she likes, that she will 
ho prepared to satisfy the future Federation, ii at any time there is a 
compelling desire in Burma to separate, that there art* valid grounds fof 
separation, cultural or am other, and that the separation would be in the 
interests of both Burma and the Federation,—I want my friend to make 
that clear, so that there rmiv he no misconception in the mind or any 
Honourable Member of this House, or the public at large, which, 1 think, 
awaits with anxiety the decision of this issue. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju ((ianjam rum Vizngnpatam • Non-Muhammadan 
1 Jural) • Sir, at the very outset l would like to ask whether Burma is 
going to he separated iroin India or whether it is going to he separated 
trom England, because throughout the whole discu^ion this question of 
separation has been creeping upon us, and we who make the other half 
ire not pmperk consulted in the matter Sir, I come from Madras, and 
trom then large sums of money have been invested in Burma, and many 
ot our people have settled m Burma and thus made modem Burma and I 
i-niMder that \\e should ha\e a vital sa\ in the matter of the separation of 
Burma I do not for a moment like to sa\ that we. who are wedded 
to tie 1 principle of srlt-determination. are not prepared to grant the same 
principle nt <elf-ileteLiuin.ition to Burma. I am not going to say that. 
On tie other hand, we wish Burma all |o\ m its desire to determine its 
'ut ure tor it sell But. before it does, we should also like to know what 

are the leelings ot those people m this countn in the matter, whether 
the would hr consulted and whether their interests would he prnpcrlv 
safeguarded This** nre things that wt cannot possibly, e\cn in our 
•■ntliusiasin lor Burma's iufuiv, ignore. Regarding Burma, l would like 
to sax this, ili,-it, so far as Burma is concerned, she is culturally as well 
is racially different trom us, and the union of Burma was forced upon us. 
Wi m\«*r wantnl Burma to lie mixed up with India. Against the united 
\oiee ot the Indian National Congress and against tin* wishes, of the people, 
flic wars against Buinia wliv undertaken, and Burma was forced to enter 
tin* Indian Empire \V* ne\er wanted her Large sums ot nioiu \ have 
been spent on Burma, and that against our wishes. Still, in our desire for 
]i\ t doin wi do not stand m the wax of the wish of other people to secure 
their tieedom It we ask that some security or snim guarantee should tie 
uiN'ii lor tile \ast interests that we have in that country, however hard 
it max lie that we should ask another people to pay the price of their 
► laxerx, we could not possibly consent that the material interests that we 
haxe there should not he taken into proper consideration and di ly safe¬ 
guarded As regards the question °f federation, at the tune when Burma 
wanted separation, the cry of Burma t«»r Burmans was a legitimate erv 
which not only was heard in Burma, hut in other provinces of British 
India also. I know for a fact that the Andhras of our own parfs wanted 
Andhra for Andhras, 1 know for a fact that Mysore wanted Mysore for 
Mysoreans. . . . (Mr. B. Das * “And Orissa for Oriyas ”) . . . and Orissa 
for Oriyas, ns my Honourable friend Mr. B. Das is* alwav* anxious about 
his province. (Mr. II P. Mody . “Orissa for Mr. Das/’) (Laughter.) 
Therefore, it is a very natural desire on the part of Burma to secure the 
promotion of their own individual expansion and progress, and we do not 
stand in the way of her unfettered growth. But, Sir, the question of 
federation came in a little later after the cry of Burma for Burmans. In 
considering the question of federation, we have to consider two things. 
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One is the question of the federation of British Indian provinces, and flu 
other is the question of federation where not only British Imli.i is concerned 
but also the Indian States. If Burma desires that in tin* federation sht 
should occupy the position of an Indian State vm-n-vis the leder.ition 
there n still room tor her m that federation There are certain common 
interests winch would prudent I \ show to Burma that it would hi 1 ;n lie? 
interests perhaps if she continued In he part ot the icdcratinu. Por in¬ 
stance, there is the (|uestioii ol common dcienee, eounnon trade, and 
political co-operation wlneli is needed before Burma can lead a successful 
and prosperous life All these considerations must prudentk dictate to 
Burma that il is in her own interests that she should be a part n( British 
India but whatever that he. our politicians and statesmen ha\e alread\ 
accorded to her that self-determination which they themselves want As 
regards tlie Premier's statement, “once in a federation nlwavs m a led<*ra- 
tion \ 1 would like to s,y\ this Kven in this question we li.i\e to take 
into consideration two aspects One is the question ot the gengrapineal 
unit\ ot India So hir as the geographical unit\ of India is concerned. 1 
for one would think that there could be no choice for an\ proMiiet within 
that geographical unitv of India tn srn that she could come in or go out 
of the federation as she liked or else the federation would Ik*. uipv.iI But 
so far as other provinces, like Burma md the Islands, are concerned. thc\ 
an 1 not exactly within the geographical unit but 1be\ fmm part of the 
Greater India if I may say so and I for one— it is in\ own personal 
opinion—see no reason, when they are asked to join, and if the\ do. win 
they should not have the same liberty of getting out of it it the\ want 
provided In their separation they do not inconvenient I\ handicap British 
India in tin* scheme of constitutional growth 

Sir Hari Singh G*our: T think, so far as we on this side of tin* ITotisi 
are concerned, wo do not wish to place am consideration before our fellow 
Burmese subjects except one. and that is that if the Bumians wish to 
separate, they are free to do so; if they wish to remain joint. thc\ an* 
equal k free to remain joint,—that we on this side are not prepared W* 
set any fetters upon their discretion, and that T submit is all that is exer¬ 
cising the minds of our friend* from across the seas In this connection, 
Honourable Members will obsene that the Bound Table Conference is, at 
the* present moment, thinking of several federating units including the 
Indian Princes, the Indian States Win n the deliberaf mm n| the Bound 
Table Conference contemplated the union of British India with the Indian 
States, did ambudv make am condition with the Indian vStates that. “If 
you wish to come into the federation, you will ne\er be free to gel out 
ol it”? If that condition was not made w»tb the Indian States which 
are at the present moment not a part of British Tndi.i, T wish to ask wh\ 
this condition should he taken as superimposed in the east* of Burma, 
which is already nn Indian province, and lias been so since IHRf; That I 
think makes us suspect that the condition is made so as !<► produce a 
menfalitN in the minds of the Bumians of now or never That I submit 
is not one of the conditions which is laid down as a condition jirecedcnf to 
any principle of federation in the known federated constitutions of the 
world. It is like telling a fair lady from Burma, “I am prepared to unite 
w'ith you, but there shall he no divorce, under any condition, under anv 
circumstances”. That T submit is a condition which T think no fair 
minded man or woman can accept. (Laughter.)’ I therefore submit that 
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when wo discuss this question of federation, let us not obscure the issue 
L} referring to any vested interests either of India or of other communities 
in that couni ry I know m\ friend Mr. Tait's views. He says that he 
in* a representative ot the Europeans in Burma has no sides, but 
nevertheless as a friendIs adviser along with the other European 
merchants in lhmgnnn and elsewhere, and looking at 11k* question from 
a purclv non-connnereial and detached point of view, he and they would 
counsel their Burmese friends to go in plump for separation now That 
is 1 heir dMiilereslid advice, lmt 1 am quite sure that ms Burmese friend* 
would n• 11 walk into tin* Kiiropi an p.irlonr becausi they know with what 
olqect tha» invitalion is made. 

Mr. John Tait: (m < point of explanation. Sir. may I interject? It 
has just occurred to me that the Honourable Member who of course has 
had personal experience* of the position in Burma, made a remark in a 
d(bnt» m this House on this question ot separation He said this: 

“ Tt must 1>»* said tu the * of tJ.i Briti-h men hunts in ItungnoTi that tl (\ were 
not Hiking for separation Ihhiii *■*€• it \\< uht Krvetlu nitorc-ts of the Ent:t}i nircantPe 
comunmitv.” 

Tin si .no the Honourable gentleman’s words. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: Well, Sir, I have still to learn that that is a 
P< i-oiial explanation. What I am now trying to impress upon the House 
and upon our Burmese fellow subjects as the considered opinion of the 
elected Members ot this House is that we on this side of th«i House are 
not m tavm» ot tottering \uur free judgment If you wish to separate, 
you me welcome to do so, hut ( t you wish to remain joint you are equally 
\>e!< uiim You are ulre.nlv joint with us. and when your judgment is 
being mthienced bv vested interests and interested parties that there is a 
cultural and racial disafHnits between \ourself and the people of India, 
they, »k the grand but that Burma has been a sister province of 

Indi i and foundered as religion* and cultural part of Ind>a long before 
lh» birth ot the British dominion in the East, and whatever may be the 
d iftet’i nee W'dilc and apparent between the Burmese and the Indians, there 
is, at im r te, that innate attimts between the two races which time cannot 
destroy .nd which tune will strengthen Indians feel that the Burmese 
should get fair deal and their judgment no more than the judgment of 
the other Indian Statt> winch have been insitod to join the Indian federa¬ 
tion sh-add net be in an\ wa\ lettered i>,\ the condition being placed—that 
if you i'ime in new sou will neser la* able to get uut Sir. it has never 
been s ml by those who have laid down this condition that it sou wish to 
get out. \ou get out and f son ss odi to conn* m sou will he equals wel¬ 
come to come ill. subject to tin* same conditions regarding mutual adjust¬ 
ments The fact that the condition is one-sided makes me somewhat 
susjui ioiis «>f that condition The Prime Minister’s statement is a per¬ 
fects plain and straightforward statement. He said no more than what 
is the fundamental principle of all federated constitutions, namely, that 
the federating units cannot by lheir own will decide that they will get out 
of the federating union Such a union is a contrac t and it holds good till 
the two contracting parties choose to dissolve it That being the ease, 
we need not go beyond what is the accepted canon of constitutional law, 
and I do not think my Burmese friends need have the least apprehension 
that if they are once tethered to the central pole of India, their escape to 
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a free and independent life will hereafter be impossible. Sir, the very fact 
that India is to have a federal constitution, the very fact, that the federal 
constitution means and implies that the Federal Assembly will be the 
spokesman and voice of the federating union, that alone should be a suffi¬ 
cient guarantee to all who join the federating union that tin* question of 
their remaining |omt and remaining separate will he a matter 
of a family conclave in which all the federating units will have i 
potential voice. It- is not a matter which can be decided b\ a unilateral 
action. That being the position, 1 do not think anybody is justified m 
la\ing any emphasis upon the condition upon which pantiles*, will be 
accepted or separation granted. I therefore think that Mr Munshi has 
done a public service to the land of his adoption in coming before this 
House to ask us as to what we think on tins momentous question which 
is exercising Burma, and which naturally is dmding Burma into two 
sharph antagonistic camps. I am glad that wo have Mating K\aw Myinfc 
amongst us. He is the spokesman ot a large section ol Bunm "c opinion. 
His voice would be the voice oi one who speaks from inner knowledge of 
lus people, and who will express what is tin- underlying spirit which works 
:hc people of Burma m tins connection Me should be all \er\ clad indeed 
1 1 * bear imn, and whatever lie may say let him at am rate • urn with 
li'in tins assurance from the elected Member*, of this House, that so far as 
we are com erned. our good wishes follow* him In his home and to Ins fellow 
eonntnmen, and it they decide to remain with ns. we and they will 
"boulder the joint responsibility of whatever constitution may be L T i\« i n *o 
them and us 

Sir Abdur Rahim (Galcutla and Suburbs • Muhammadan Urban* • Mr. 
Bivsid'-nt on tins *ido of the House there is no disagreement on ;!» * ques¬ 
tion that lias been raised by iu\ Honourable friend Mr Mun-bi On a 
previous occasion when tin* question of sopaiation ot Burma was deluded 
hole, we made our position perfectly clear—that wo a ,, e willing i«» ’ffnrd 
in Burma tlv* opportunity of making a tree choice. Hint i* i * unuon con- 
»,• t»*d ' nil Balia or to separate from us if ihat serves her best 

\Y»* have not changed our position in that respect, but the nation tHat 
has now arisen as stated b\ 1 lii" Mover of Bin motion, that a "i>r| nf 
clog is sought to be put on the clioic** ol Burma winch ba*. been asked 
to decide whether she will separate from India now or remain wi h hull i 
for ever It seems to lv» a rather enriotK condition 1o la\ d« »»i tint if 
Burma chooses to remain in the Federation, "hi mu"i rem. o n that 
Federat’on tor ever, even if her interests or the interest* oi lie* rest of 
the federated units may at a future date require separation r ! hat is n 
matter for the future No one, not ev**n tlie Prime Minister of England 
can what are the circumstances which are likely to arise in fh*> 
witi. reference to the needs of India or Burma, and 1 do not "oc why he 
should have gone out of his wn\ to lav down a condition like that if that 
ho the real meaning of what he Raid T really doubt whether a statesman 
of his position and world-wide fame would think of laying down a hard 
and fast condition as to what should be done, not at present hut with 
reference to what may or may not happen in the future. S*ir, the position 
has been very clearly put by my friend, Mr. Mody. Wc snv that if Burma 
chooses to remain with us as part of a Federation, then in that case she 
is welcome to do so; and if at any future date the condition ot things 
changes and Burma desires that she should separate, that it is in her 



THE GENERAL BUDGET—LIST OF DEMANDS. 


2185 


interest, to separate; from the rest of the federated units, then in that ease 
undoubtedly she will consult the other federal units and the other federal 
units will also have a say in the matter. Questions of adjustments and 
various oilier questions of that kind will arise, and undoubtedly both the 
parties will have to sit down and decide under what circumstances and on 
what conditions there should lie a readjustment of the federal units That 
is a perfectly lair proposition and 1 am sure in\ Honourable friend, Mr. 
K\aw Myint, who is here representing a very large party in his own pro¬ 
vince of Burma, will agree that that is a position which is perfectly, fair 
ro l>ot!i sides, and if lie accepts that ] osition, there can be no difficulty 
in the matter ot all We wish to assure him that so tar as we are con¬ 
cerned, we do not like to put down anv condition which will in any way 
mtcrlere with the fret* exercise of the option that has bet n given to Burma. 


Mr. Arthur Moore: Sir, it seems to me that Mr. Munshi, in his 

endeavour to correct a mistake which he believes to have be*-u made by 

the (iovernor of Burma, is in danger of leading the House to commit the 
opposite mistake, and 1 was wry much reassured to hear the speeches of 
the Leader of the Nationalist Party and m\ friend Sir Ahdur liuhim, 
1 he Leader of the Independent Party, on the point, because 1 think they 
have both put the ca>e m the correct perspective* I agree with Sir Abdur 
ledum that it is not likely that Sir Charles Innis can be interpreted as 
haying laid down a condition for Burma th.it if she comes in, she is 
always u I ha\e read tlu> speech, and it seemed to me that what he 
was doing was to put m other words what tile Prime Minister had said 
and whnl Nr Huri Singh fJour ha- told us is the lad Now surely if xou 

.'iv fid'-iating it is right to ennie into the Federation in a serious -pint 

There are obvious arguments m favour of Burma coming into 
ihe Fedeiatinn She lies a real choice to make There are argu¬ 
ments on both salt,. If -he elects to come into the Federation, surely 
it ought, to hr h< ranst* -lie j- com meed 1>\ the arguments m favour of 
doing <o. and sh.* should mine in whole-heartedlv. with every intention 
<<t profiting by that Federation and of being a loyal member of it She 
should not come in light-heartedly with the idea ot having a look at it 
before she goes out Surely, when you are drawing up a federal constitu¬ 
tion, \on are much more interested in notices marked “Wax in” than in 
notice** marked “Wax out”, and 1 think it would be a very great mistake 
if b\ any division today we were to undo the useful warning which has 
propel 1\ liet i» issued and we were to create the wrong impression that 
Burma can actually go out when she likes. I do not tor a moment suggest 
that Burma could never go out I think the position has been corioctlv 
•stated, and 1 am quite sure the Members for Burma tan fee! ilint we are 
ad entirely agreed that if Burma chooses to stay out. then, as every 
Quaker has said, we wish her well, and it Burma comes in. we shall be 
glad to have her (Applause ) But l think it would be xerv unfortunate 
if wo were to set out to try and dangle baits in front ot the different mem¬ 
bers of a possible Federation, and to advertise th.it tile principal bait is 
that they can get out. 1 quite agree with im Honourable friend that 
there ought to be no distinction in this matter between Burma and the 
Princes. I would go further and say there ought to be no distinction 
between Burma and onr present provinces, which we expect to become 
constituent states, in the Federation. AH units in the Federation come in 
on the same terms, and we hope that they will all come in with the 
intention of remaining in. If at any future date anv member of the 
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Federation desires to go out, obviously that is a matter which has got to 
he adjusted between all the members of the Federation (Hear, hear.) 

Mr B. Das: Sir, I am sorrv 1 ha\e to strike a. different note to what 
some of the. observers have said a few minutes ago Sir, I stand b\ the 
Congress Resolution that was passed at Karachi. 1 also stand b\ tho 
Resolution which the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry passed last year at Delhi and to whirh 1 was a purtv I can 
assure m\ Hunnan friends. Sir. hen* and also outside that tlie\ are at 
libert\ to separate when thev like. and if the\ are ill-advised by tho 
Premier or b\ nnvboilv under the threat of a loaded pistol that if tho\ are 
not separated now. the\ cannot secede* from India afterwards, the\ must 
know it that the unanimous voice of India, the voice of the Indian National 
Congress and the voice of the Federation of Indian Chambers oj Commt*ree 
and IndiiNtrx is that the\ (an remain with us to raise us all up to the status 
of a Dominion Thereafter, as a special ease, India will not stand in her 
way, however, if she wishes to separate and secede from India afterwards. 

I would just read two lines of tin* Resolution of tin Indian National 
Congress held at Karachi : 

ThB Coiigies* recognises the rights of the people of Burma to claim separation from 
India to establish an independent Burman Stat«* or to remain an autonomous partner in a 
free Tndia with the right of separation nt an\ tune the\ may den tv mexeiuM* it.’* 

I would al^o ({note from the Resolution of tin* Federation of Indian 
Chambers of Commerce and Industry that was passed in Delhi last year: 

“Tho Federation is of opinion that the question of the constitutional evolution of 
Burma should he left to the derision of the people of Burma ” 

Later on it says: 

‘‘The Federation therefore urges that full and proper facilities should lo provided 
for the people of Burma to express their free and clear opinion on this matter otherwise 
they will render it more difficult owing to repressive laws now in force.” 

Sir, it is said b\ some interested parties—I do not know whether it ia 
the (Government of Burma or the European interests m Burma,—that once 
the* Burmese people come into the Indian Federation, they will never be 
allowed to separate* from us The same* expression of view was expressed 
b\ my Honourable friend Mr. Arthur Moore just now' when be said that 
once Burma coined into the Federation there is no going back. T however 
entire]\ agree with the views and the speeches that were delivered at the 
Karachi Congas*-* that we have* no desire to keep down Burma. M e want- 
selt-determination for ourselves and we want the same self-determination 
for Burma Vet we do not want thorn to be deprived of the ir existence 
and not to attain the full stature of Dominion status b\ being separated 
now T "ill ju^t mad a few lines from lm own speech which T delivered 
at the Federation of the Indian Chambers of Commerce which sums up 
my view on the subject: 

“ However, on behalf of the Federation, I want to make this assurance lo the public 
of Burma that Indians will not stand against the Burmese desire for sepnrnt on. But the 
Indians would not like that Burma Hhnuld he separated and turned into a Crown Colony 
of England, hut that Burma should attain the same Dominion Status and, above all, w'p all 
Asiatics want eventually an Asiatic Federation of all Asiatic nations We would like 
that Burma should remain alongside with India ns our equal partner arid work up to that, 
high ideal of Asiatic nations anil if the Burmese people, in time, decide to secede. «h I 
loarn they want tho right of secession from India after the attainment of Dominion Statue, 
it is their lookout and not ours.” 

I still hold that view. 
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TJ Ky&w Myint (Burma- Non-Europe any Sir, a \ ear ago in this House 
T moved successfully n motion which resulted ultimately, I flatter my&elt, 
in at least one portion of tin* Premier's statement This time last year the 
question of separation wn«* regarded practically* as n closed question. We 
have now. thanks to the sympathy, that was received in tins House anrl to 
the s\ inputh\ of the Indian < hnernment, achieved some thin" tangible. We 
have heeii gw* n a cIimihm— Burma as a country and a nation has been 
given a eh.nice of deciding her oMii hiture But in\ Honourable friend 
Mr Miuisln shares with me the tear that this threat that, it um enter the 
Federation, you arc doomed for ever, and the spirit in winch this threat is 
being uttered, are exercising to a "real degree the minds of m\ people. I 
am purl enknB obliged ior tiie '-•perches oj various leaders ot the National¬ 
ist and the Independent Parties and I am really grateful for the speech 
delivered by my Honourable friend Mr Arthur Moore Sir, we have 
come t * * the parting oj the yyays 1 feel, as also Mr. Munsbi apparently 
feeN. that on the one hand, no bait should lx- dangled in front of us, but, 
on the other hand, no threats should he uttered Hea\e is to choose for 
oiiM-his That is all \w ask fro Th« idea that it you enter the Federa¬ 
tion \ou raiinot leave it am time cannot appeal to educated persons; hut 
it an ah > th it frightens at am rate for the tune being, uneducated 
person* .* hn nil! have a large ^hare m the actual election I am glad that 
this 1 1 ■ I> 1 1• has gty.ai \annus leaders in this House an opportunity of 
defining the attitude of this House and also augmenting the attitude that 
the Cohen—* has set out in the We*olution passed at Karachi last \far. I 
am grateful to my Honourable friend Mr Das for reminding the House of 
two 1 ;e*i.luttons one parsed by the Karachi Congiv*< and the other passed 
by the Federation 'd Indian Chamber** of Commerce 

My Honourable friend Mr Tait was pleased to say that this was the 
f rst net a*ioii on which this particular point lias been raided in public. 1 
am son\ to ha\c t«i correct Inn I was lmselt responsible for many 
stati t’i< lit* n public in Burma They were made before Burmese 
audiences and al*u in the Burmese Press T repeat. I was inyseli respons¬ 
ible t-»r ui.im statements nu tin* momentous subject As soon as the Prune 
Minister s statement was published, wetook grate objection to tile sentence 
that h •* 1 »• *t-n read out 1>\ Mr Munshi Hen, unwittingly probably, was 
a threat H*it we were prepared to take it. After all, it wa* a statement of 
a general i h traeti r w.tiiuM am partieuhir reference to Burma. The 
sentence speaks fnr itself But this was followed witlun a few weeks by a 
statcim nt included in the speech of Hi* Excellency Sir Charles Innes. 
t!ie f»«*\erii''l* "i Burma There we certainly drew the line. Whereas the 
Prune Mmistei * version was a statement of a general nature, in tile speech 
ot Sir Charles limes \y v eertamlv thouglit that he was misinterpreting the 
Premier's statcim nt That i* wliy Tam particularly grateful to mv Hon¬ 
ourable friend Mr Aithur Moore for his contribution to today’s debate 

l would assure ms Honourable friend Mr Tait and this House that 
this is nut the first occasion that this point ha* been raised m public, 
although naturally it is the first time that it haw been raised in this House. 
The Trime Minister’s statement is only a few' weeks old Naturally also, 
this point was not raised at the Burma Bound Table Conference because 
nothing could follow the Prime Minister's statement which was indeed the 
end of the Conference Equally naturally—and there I must disagree 
with my Honourable friend Mr. Tait—it was not raised in the Buraia 
Legislative Council. That is a separationist body—witness the various 
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Resolutions it has passed in favour of separation. Wo had a gentleman in 
the Burma Legislative Council who was an ardent anti-sepnrationist until 
verv recently. Sir, you may perhaps remember, and 1 think at least a 
portion of this House will remember, that I pointed out in my speech last 
y ear that the Burma Legislative Council was boycotted by the General 
•Councils of Burmese Associations which undoubtedly represent the vast 
majority of the Burmese people. They will of course have to lift the 
boycott on the separation issue So, naturally, tin 1 Burma Legislative 
Council, as at present constituted, dot's not bother itself about anything 
except the ready acceptance of separation on the basis ot the. Prime 
Minister'* statement 

Sir 1 want this House to he clear, and 1 will endea\our my best to 
make it clear, that the issue now before Burma is not separatum nr federa¬ 
tion That was the issue last year, hut not this year Tin present issue 
ior the decision of the Burmese people is separation on the basis of the 
statement of the Prime Minister, and that, 1 do hm\ on the tloor ol this 
House, has been strongly and persjstentlx opposed by the ma|onty of the 
Burmese people. (An Honourable Member: “Have n Bunncv Congress.”) 
We have not yet formed a Burmese Congress, hut the time will come when 
we shall have to form one We hn\e alrcadx had Ordinances and repressive 
measure* winch generally pave the way to sonic bind oi solution ol a 
nation’s problems. 

M\ Honourably friend Mr Tait was pleased to lvier to what lie termed 
a definite anti-Indian feeding and lie also referred to the riots of Max 1930. 
But 1 will a-k the H ouso not on!\ to inniiin but abu to ,, «>n*.ide»’ v hat Was 
the origin of there riots The Indian labourers w<nt on strike and a 
European stevedoring lirm tried to break the strike hv iisiiilt. as its instru¬ 
ments. the Burmese labourers That was the cause oj the i\mn That 
dolinite anti-Tudian feeling, which was certainly definite dui.ne the riots 
in Rangoon, did last for two days, hut it no longer exist< 

Our position m Burma—by our position 1 mean the posit on of those 
who have been persistently opposing separation—is stronger today. vastly 
Mronger todax than if was last year. Last xear .ill that we could s,i\ was 
on surmise—that, if we separated, these things might happen and if we 
did not separate, other things might happen But now we have tangible 
evidence—Exhibit A. if you will pardon legal pliraseologx lor the prosecu¬ 
tion— if we separate, we are to get a constitution within the lour corners 
of the Premier's statement; and that is certainly a thing whali even the, 
people who were clamouring for separation do not like The const ifufion 
that is now being off!-red is a travesty of a constitution and is entirely 
unacceptable 

An Honourable Member: What about the Indian constitution? 

TJ Kyaw Myint: That is the concern of the Indians We arc worried 
about Burma at the present moment. Everybody in Burma is agreed that 
the constitution offered in conjunction with separation is unacceptable, but 
the people who are willing to accept reparation think that this constitution 
might lead to something better. We, that is, we who oppose separation, 
do not think in the same manner. That is the difference. But I must 
remind the House that the issue now before the Burmese people in this: 
we are called upon to separate from India on the basis of the constitution 
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offered in the Premier’s statement, and we do not want to accept that 
constitution. The cause of the feury of my Honourable friend Mr. Munshi 
is that we do not want our judgment to be clogged, and we do not want to 
be coerced bv any threat. Bv threat 1 mean the one that Sir Charles Innes 
uttered in the course of his speech m the Burma Legislative Council, the 
threat that, if we are to enter the Federation we shall have to remain 
there for ever. 

An Honourable Member: Disregard the threat 

U Kyaw Myint: Yes, I think that advice is von sound advice, which 
will he adopted in due course One other threat, which is a favourite 
threat, is that of racial extern).nation But we ha\e learnt to disregard 
that threat, because racial purit\. ii' we lira accept the statements of 
scientists, i*. a in\th 

The statement ot in\ Honourable triend Mr Tait that Europeans have 
never taken side* has been met 1>\ other Honourable Members Mr Tait 
fears that if Burma now enters the Federation and gors out later on. she 
might up^t all the arrangement'' But m\ Honourable triend. the Leader 
of the Nationalist Party, has pointed tail that tins proposed Indian Federa¬ 
tion is a Federation th.it >s unique in the world’s lns»ton The Federation, 
as m\ Honourable friend Sir Han Smgh (lour pointed out, consists of 
several kinds of units All that Burma ask^ for is freedom of choice without 
an\ threatv being 1 uttered at this -tage Sin asks that she ma\ be treated as 
a peculiar kind ot unit, if such terms can be meted out to her. The Indian 
National Congress has given Burma the right to secede from the Federa¬ 
tion without disclosing an\ reason Even ii *uch a concession should be 
granted t«> Burma 1>\ tin- Indian Federation. I can assure m\ Honourable 
friends that we shall not exercise the right to secede without pondering over 
the consequences, and m our deliberations we shall have the assistance ot 
our Indian brethren No unit can afford to leave an\ kind of Federation 
without assigning an\ reason That. Sir. k the Burmese attitude. Burma 
wants to he hound to the other units of the Indian Federation by a silken 
cord and not h\ heav\ chains (Applause ) 

An Honourable Member: I move that the question ho now put 

Mr. President: The question is that the question be now put 

Tht' motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir Qeorge Rainy: Sir. the speech to which I listened 

4 i*m. the greatest mt» rest toda\ was the speech of the Leader 

of the Nationalist Fart\. and for this reason, that it became 
evident earls in his speech th.it his 7 e. 1 l for social reform carried him so 
fat that even to eontnnplatf a political alliance without the possibilitx of 
a divorce was almost more than he could hear. I had hoped that perhaps 
he would have developed that aspect of the subject, hut ho passed from 
it von earl\ and I was a little disappointed Now, Sir, mv Honourable 
friend Mr. Munshi in his opening speech put his ease somewhat ingenuous.lv. 
He read to us the statement of the Prime Minister—“In this connection 
it should he remembered that if an Indian Federation is established, it 
cannot he on the basis that Members can leave it as and when thev 
choose”. Then, he went on to sa\ that the interpretation he would ask 
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the House to place on those words was that 1 Surma was to hi* tree to leave 
the Federation it and when she wished to do v<> 1 think t' at k .m 
ingenuous wax oi putting it, Jor it is ven dillicuJt to put that eonstruc- 
tion upon the words, and 1 do not think am subsequent speaker has 
supported that particular line ol argument \ix i Ionian .side Iriend Mr. 
Mod\, for example, made it quite plain .is soon he km . that h*\ at aiiv 
rate, realised that when a Federation was mice lormed, it could not he 
broken up without some kind of mutual consent ot the comjouiut parts 
The last speaker, also, made a quite (dear that he too fnll\ appreciated 
that point But what 1 think the Honourable the Mo\er. Mr Munslu, laid 
most stress on was this, th.it lie s;t v \ some difference m 1 dist met ion between 
what was s.ini b\ the Prime Minister and what was said hx His Kxcel- 
!t nc\ So (harks limes and lie adx'imed the xuw 1 hut a MiatneU mt «*r- 
pn-tation had been }>nt upon tile Prime Minister s words h\ the latter, and 
that souk thing like a threat was being held dm l the heads u! tin people 
■ : Burma On that point, I caunia !«»r one moment agree f iia\e read 
with the utmost care e\en word n{ the speeches His F.xeilkiic. Sir 
< diaries June-. H< hvered on these -aib^vO and I can find nothin:: m them 
'hat depart- tioiu what clearix .ad oh\i>.us|\ undetlux the v ords <>i the 
Prime Minister The speeches are not tin* speeches ol an .uhocate; they 
are the speeches of a judge summing up n ease for the pnw. and putting 
before them to the best ot liis ahilitx all relevant considerations 

Now, Sir, a great deal has been said on the qiuMion. whither it is ( ,ri 
to impose upon am count i a \ a condition that once she en’ers a union or 
redi ration it must he jor all eteiuiU, with impossibility nt will draw al 1 
mi not aware that anybody ha- s, id that \et and tin lelon it is a -ome- 
wliat h\potlietical question Hut at least this much max he s ud that 
when federations are lormed the leaching of history shows that either they 
tend \er\ lapidlx to break up or that il thex one, con-ohdat. ;i.< hu mas^ 
of ,secession or separation is a xeix lonnalahh one nah <<1 1 d.i not think 

the example choacn hx nix Honourable friend Mr Modx was an altogethir 
h.ipjix one il We rememoei the xearsol im-eix and hoimt *):at prn eded 
.In separation hx mutual consent lutwein the Flee Slate of Inland and 
1 lie i mied Kingdom And when I recall tin ltd that a uumUv . f tin 
States who were original members of the American Union believed that ih.» 
riglit of secession x\as guarantetd to Hum under lln coiistitir i< »n and 
when I recall the civil war to uhnh ih..< hela t h d. it is .u- thi. tin ri¬ 
le ,< r» sei lolls coti-idi rat io'k to he Pikeii info nc« mint \nd I was i 
ihtie surprised when I dinded. as I thought I did in miiik o| the 
-peaches on the other -if 1 - a (< ndeiiex fo speak somewhat light h arfedJx 
Ml the question of what -e( ■■s-.ni) from a lederatlon might me.i : It Is 

not a tiling to he liglillx time mu en and 1 sln.nld look toiwani with the 
x'er;. gravest apprehension to the future of am Indian Fed. ration, if it 
appeared that the members were joining under any impression that a 
decision once taken could he recalled except for ovi tula funnglv strong 
reasons, or that it would he possible to ariangc lor a separation except 
liter very full discussion in which ev< rx member of the Federation would 
be interested Now, Sir, the wax I should be inclined to put it is this* 
it is one thing to go into a federal, ui on the basis that, if after a full 
trial the conditions are (mind to be M.nhiieK intoleiahle then perhaps by 
mutual consent separation nun la pos-ilde. That is one tiling; and it is 
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quite a different thing to enter the federation with the underlying thought 
that alter all it will be quite easy to leave it as soon as it 

suits us. 1 think any sort of action of that kind—entrance into 

the. Federation with the feeling that it doew not mean very much, and 
that it will be possible to get away without mum difficult \. would be very 
dangerous to the future ot the Federation it-ell and would be quite un¬ 
worthy of am sell-re •'porting country. 1 do not believe that the electors 
of Burma will proreed <ui th.it b.isis. As 1 have .dready said, I can find 
nothing m tie* speeches of fils F\rrllcnr\ Sir (diaries Innes wliich de¬ 
parts ti-Min what wa.s said by the Prime Minister or puts am thing but a 
tor mtc rpn I at ion on 1 11 - words. Nor can I find in the speeches am sem- 

olanee <»l a tliieat or amtliing more than :• difniite desire to -late dearly 

f''r th' ge.id.imM •>! the i lector- bep'r- 1 lie \ came to a decision what the 
.ssin - wire end bow si-rio-i-. tbe\ were. 


Sir Abiur Ralnm: Sir max 1 ask a question 0 Is wli.it the Prune 
Mini-tir !i->- ,aid to 1>«* intirpieted as a e-million as regards tlie choice 
tii.n is luxiu to tin’ ••leetors »/! Burma? 


Sir Hari Singh Gour: dlu* qiiesiion I should like to ask is this Is 
that condition general to -ill frdei.iting units or special to Burma*’ 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: It is not for me to give an autlior- 
itatixe interpretation of the Prime Minister’s words, but to speak of laving 
down conditions. do.-s not s*-»-m to im* the natural language to u-e about 
tin- point , 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: Sir, In lore I pmcerd to replx, max 1 have 
one mqum m-wovd more definitely b\ the Honourable the Loader of the 
House? Are the (ioverntnent ot India anxious that Burma should have a 
tree choice and unlettered < leetion over this issue or not? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: IIis Majest\ > (iovernmeut have 
m.idt fli'ii* desire perli-i tl\ pl.un, and wli.it I iiaxe s.iid in repiv to the 
Honourable the Mo\cr is tliat I can find nothing in His Excellency Sir 
Lharles limes' speeches which would inter! ere with a tree chou e 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: 1 am obliged to the Honourable the Leader of 
the lions. tor making the position ot the (lovominont of India clear. I 
!'<>) u- w L.i- o. \ :’! iak • :t ( learlx from the (io\ernment ot India, that 
so i.i; ,i. iht- (Muemnuaif M ln«i..< an concerned, thex are liioe anxious 
that Burma sh-eild liave a Ire.- and unlettered choice at 1 lie ensuing elec- 
t'-'U in <Vt<h'*r < r Nnumbci We ha\e tills tiuther iiic" l i i ,v which the 
Load< r ol ihe Hon-i* nov g'\v- t t Burma on helialt of the fitw e v n»in*nt 
oi India, that the (in\eminent ot India will not be a partx to any action 
anywhere in Burma which would in any way unfairly or unpruperl\ fetter 
that free choice. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Why does the Honourable Member 
assume that there i-. my authority in Burma that is going to take unfair 
action? ( 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi*. T did not- use the word “nuthoiitv". All 
that I said was that we f--h nistified in eixing a message to the people 
of Burma trntn the (bn eminent of India that so far as they are con¬ 
cerned they will see that nothing will be done in Burma. 
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The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Sir, 1 must object to the Honour* 
able Member putting word* m tbi mouth of the Government of India. 
We are reads to be judged bv svhal is said from these Benches but not 
b\ ss hat the Honourable Member choose* to say irotn his Bench. 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: S>r. I am puzzled i>\ this last utterance of 
the Header o t the House. Is it the j osilioii of the GowTUineiil of India 
Hint thc\ would approve of Burma's choice being fettered in tins way!' 

The H-onouiabYe Sir Geoi&e Ramy*. I base notions; V‘» add u> what 1 
have alreads sww\ 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: hi view of tin laot that no answer is forth¬ 
coming to tins question, ins interpretation is the correct one. that the 
Government or India arc .« !.nr-minded Gnwrmm lit aud that tin s v. i’l 
not be a pnrtx to *m\ impmner teitormg <>1 Burma’s tret* choice 

As regards the interpretation placed hs im Honourable friend. Sir 
George Ihtim. on the passage appearing in His Kxcellenev Sir Charles 
limes’ address d tliat m the e >nv'*t mteipietatam tlaii Buima sliould 
nave no grievance. and I for one would like w*r\ much tf> accept tli.it 
interpretation But whether Sir Georg-* IJ.nm s mterpr. t at ion is tin 
correct one or the interpretation of lm&elf and m\ TTnno n* ihic friend. 
U Kvavv Mvint, is the correct one. Burma lias now got this much fo congra¬ 
tulate herself upon that the (boeminent <»} Indi.. b. \ t s <> far sm 
nothing either in the Bnnie Mim-ter’s armoiun ement or m the Governor 
of Burma’s address t * the ('oiined to jii-tuv Burma m Bunking that nn\ 
restriction is imposed on her or that her choice is fettered in an\ way. 
So to th it extent m\ ohjut i- serw d 

Now, Sir I ha\e tried to make it clear. — 1 am wir\ I have not suc¬ 
ceeded so jar as im Honourable trieiul Sir Giurge Haim is concerned— 

tliat m\ object is not to eensuiv tie* ( l.»\emie«*iu • Indi.i M\ onh 
object is to have it made clear that Burma should haw a Irei and un¬ 
fettered choice at the election On this point the Government of India 
are in complete agreement with me. on this point everv section of the 

House and < w*r\ speaker i \cent nr Ilonourahh trieial \T»- Tait has 

been m agiccmcnt with nit So all that remains for me to do—it is 
getting ver;. late—is to deal bri* fi\ with im Honourable friend, Mr Tait 

I think it was most unfortunate tli.it Mr Tan should haw- advuued 
as mi argument against m\ motion tin tact that them v as a riot in 
Bangoon about two war- ago .md that m tin eoiir-e o< tla* not, which 
lasted for two or three daw* anti-Indian feeling w.i* di-plawd. My 
friend, V K\aw Mvint. has dealt with it. Nohod\ can den\ tliat there 
was anti-Indian feeling in Bangoon during those two nr three da\s. But 
what object has Mr. Tail served b\ rukirig uj> this unpleasant incident? 
Is Mr Tait trying to suggest that tin leehng of Burma!!* is only anti- 
Indian and not anti-British? I would rather not have referred to this at 
ail, but Mr. Tait has forced inv hand, Mr Tait is shaking his head as 
a protest against im remark. I wonder if inv Honourable friend Mr. Tait 
believes, that the rebellion which lasted in Burma for more than eight 
months, a rebellion directed to overthrow the British Government, was 
a game--a little harmless wnc f.invcd between Hum ans and fB«*i, livther 
Britons. (Laughter and Cheers.) Since we have been icferred to an'i I|.d ; an 
feeling, I hope Mr. Tait will remember that the volume of feeling in Burma 
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against tin* British element is more intense* than the feeling against 
Indians now or at any time before; and in proof of that I am not merely 
pointing to a riot which started between two sots of labourers and continued 
for two or three da vs, but to a rebellion which lasted for about a 
Near and cost tin* Government of India 27 lakhs of rupees—a rebellion 
directed against the British frown and against the British race. I would 
not have brought this in, hut mv Honourable friend Mr. Tmt has forced 
me' to do so. 

With regard to Mr. Taitclaim that the European community in 
Burma has not taken am side or an\ part u\ the separation controversy, 

1 have been atna/.ed at this claim. There* are two British owned and 
British edited |nuni.ds m Burma, which m season and out of season for 
tho past three years have been attacking the Government of India, not 
because tlu*\ want to attack the Government of India as such, but because 
the\ want to show to the people ot Burm.i that unless thev remove 
themselves from the control and domination ot the Government of India, 
tin \ can i \pe( t no pi-dcc or lair treatment from the Government of 
India. 

Mr. John Tait: Ma\ 1 remind tho "Honourable gentleman that what I 
said referred ,k T specific all*. said, to the British mercantile community 
of Burma not to the press'' 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: May I inquire if the proprietors of the 
Untvjnnu Tnnrs and the Unnqcum (irnfftr are not members o f the Burma 
('letmbcr «)l ('ominereo 0 » 

Mr. John Tait: I submit that that has nothing to do with the question. 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: Is n domed that tlu*\ belong to the European 
mercantile comnninit \ ° The European meivantde cotnimmitv in Burma 
consists mainlv of the Burma Glnmher of ( , «iiiniii'ri , i*. of which, so far as 
I am aware, the proprietors ot these two papers are either members or 
eligible to be member**; and Mr Tait has not contradicted that And IS 
there a further unpli.-aMon underiving Air Tait*** remark that tile European 
uoinmumtx m Burma ha** not taken part m this controversy, an implica¬ 
tion that tin Indian eommunitx has*.’ Is that Mr Tint’s implication? 

Mr. President (Tin* Honourable Sir Ibrahim Bahimtoola) • Please go on 
with your observations* 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: Very well. Sir So far as my object is con¬ 
cerned. it lias been served b\ evei\ section of the House endorsing the view 
that no threat should he held oui to Burma, and that Burma should have an 
unfettered choice, and m particular I wwh to express my keen appreciation 
of i he attitude taken up b\ m\ Honourable friend. Mr. Arthur Moore; I 
have no hesitation in assuring mv Honourable friend Air. Arthur Moor© 
that tlu* attitude which he his taken up to da\ on behalf of the European 
Group in this House will go a long way to assuage public feeling in Burma 
which cannot possihlv be pleased with the attitude taken up by Mr. Tait. 
Hnder the cireuin^tanees, m\ object having been served. I do not wish to 
pursue the matter further, more particularly so as T have not the slightest 
desire to censure the Government of India 1 therefore ask for leave to 
withdraw the motion (Applause.) 

The motion was, by leave of the Assembly, withdrawn. 

D 
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Improper Interference by the Secretary of State in the Financial Affairs of 

India. 

Mr. N. N. Anklesaria (Bombn\ \ortliem Division. Non-Muhammadan 
Rural): Sir. I bog to move : 

“ That the Demand under the head * Executive Council * be reduced by Rr. 100 ”, 

The other da\, m\ friend Mr Munshi gave us a tall stoiw about two 
ping pong balls to bo given to the* Bengal dot onus T think if my Honour¬ 
able friend had drawn a little further on his imagination ho would have 
been able to toll us something about the battle royal which was waged 
between the Finance Member of the Government of Tndia and the Finance 
Minister of the Government of Bengal and the Finance Minister of the 
Government of Burma, and the final decision on that contest of the Secre¬ 
tary of State for Tndia He would have told us that after mv friend Mr. 
Arthur Moore had decided as to what exactly was the price of the two 
ping pong balls the question as required b\ the orders and instructions of 
the Secretary of State, aro^* as to who should pn\ the price of those balls: 
the Government of Tndia or tin* Government nf Bengal nr the Gmemmont 
of Burma: and the whole question a*. required b\ the orders and instruc¬ 
tions of the Secretar\ of State was referred to the Secretar\ of State for 
Tndia and he said. “Well the Finance Member of the Government of Tndia 
has been treating me with little courtesy. and this time T shall decide 
against him and it is the central Government who fire to pnv the price of 
the ping pong balls’* It is possible that T have rather overdrawn the picture 
of the absurd motienlousness with which the Secrct:ir\ of State interferes 
in matters purely Tndian But that he does do nn will be readilv apparent 
if I refer you to the report of the Ac worth Committee and rend to you a 
few instances of the nbsnvdh meticulous interference of tin- Secretary of 
State for Tndia in matters pureK Tndian On page 42 of the report in 
paragraph 120. the Aeworth Committee sa\ as follows 

“We have had an opportunity of perusing the despatches and the cable tt conges on 
railway subjects exchanged between the Tndia Office and the Ooxernnient of Tndia in 
January 1920. They are numerous. Tliev are voluminous and not a fnv of them are 
concerned with quite petty detail's We have found for instance despatches addressed 
by the Secretary of State to the Viceroy in full official form dealing with matters Midi ns 
the following : 

* Despatch No. 7 of 1920, sanctioning gratuity to n travelling inspector of accounts of 
an amount proposed in the Covernment of Tndia, Finance Department Despatch No. 446 
of 6th November 1919. 

Despatch No. 11 of 1920 : reporting re engagement of an engine driver ns result of 
correspondence ending with a cablegram from the fJovernrnent of Tndia. 

Despatch No. 2 of 1921 • Sanctioning pavreent of a pension of TTs. 100 per 
month (say 80C per annum' to the widow of an engine driver killed in an accident’.** 

These are hottip of the instances of the absurd metieulousness of the inter¬ 
ference of the Secretary of State for India in petty matters Last session 
we found to our very painful surprise the interference nf the Secretary of 
State in matters pureh Tndian, of supreme importance to the interest* of 
Tndia. T refer, Sir, to the interference of the Secretary of State for Tndia 
in regard to the, financial and ourrenc\ position of India when England went 
off the, gold standard. Sir, the pronouncement of Mr Montagu and the 
other British politicians with regard to the const if utional future, of India 
were no doubt, ver\ large and vorv liberal, hut wliat docs the. Government 
of India Act disclose? Tf you refer to that Act. you find that section 124 of 
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that Act gives a despotic power to the Secretary of State lor India, in fact 
it provides that anybody no matter who ho is, whether he be the Governor 
General or any other person holding office under the Crown in India who 
does not carry out the instructions of the Secretary of State for India 
commits a misdemeanour punishable w ith fine, the ampunt of which is loft 
indefinite and punishable by a term of imprisonment which may extend 
from 10 months to 10 years or to an indefinite period Th.it is the position 
of the Government of India cm iirm tin* Secretary oi State for India. The 
object of in} motion is, therefore, to bring tins peculiar position of our Gov¬ 
ernment to the notice of the British Cabinet so that the recommendation 
made by the Joint Select Committee nni\ gi\en effect to in time. Sir, 

1 do not propose to enter at any great length into the constitutional ques¬ 
tions, because the time at iny disposal if# very limited. However, 1 would 
just like to read the statement of India s ease a* regards the relations of 
India ns a-riH the Serietarv ot State for India .if page 11 of the Joint 
Select Committee's lie port. 1 read those remarks, because I have come 
to feel that those remarks* have been greatly misunderstood till now*. This 
is what is stated there: 

“The Commit too have given their most careful consideration to the relations of tho 
Secretary of State with the Government of India, and through it with the provincial gov- 
ermnonts. In the relations oi the Set letary of Stute with the Governor General in Council 
tho Committee art' not of opinion that «n> statutory change can be made so long as the 
Governor General re mums responsible to Tat liana nt, but in practice the conventions which 
now govern the relations inn} wiselv he modified to meet flesh eircuiristaruet caused by the 
realion of a Legislative .Assembly with on elected majority 

I pause lure to point out that the conventions here recommended are 
not eoiiliiied to inert* fiM-nl convent inn* They embrace, all relation*; of the 
Secretary of State with the Government oi India, and the generality and 
the extent of this recommendation i*- emphasised by the Select Committee 
by mentioning the special case oi what w now* known im the fiscal autonomy 
convention. They say : 

“ Tins examination of the gcinrai proposition ”—mark the v ord *' general v — 

“ leads inevitably to the consideiulion of one special case of non-intervention. Nothing 
e? more likely to endanger the good ri lulion*. between India and Glint Britain than a belief 
that India's fiscal policy is dictated turn A\ Intehali in the intuebts of the trade of Great 
Britain. That such u hrliot exists nt the present moment there can bo no doubt. 
There ought to be no room tor it in the* tutuu* is equally clear 1 . 

By these words the Joint Select Committee emphasised the generality 
of their recommendation as regards tile creation of eon vent ions in all rela¬ 
tions between the Secretary ot State and the Government of India, and I 
say the attempt to restrict these words to the creation of one nolitury con¬ 
vention about the fiscal autonmrv of India, l think, is net supported bv 
these words m the Select Committee's lieport Sir. the existence of far- 
reaching control of the Secretary of State for India on the finances# of 
India is a delect which wry much detracts from the value 
of the reforms granted by the Act of because it is well 

known that a national Government which has no control over the national 
purse will ho a national Government in name only. Now*, what then is 
the remedy, it may be asked? How can you remove that defect from the 
financial systfem of India? The answer has been gi\en by the Select Com¬ 
mittee themselves and also by your illustrious predecessor the Honourable 
Mr. Vithalbhai Patel. The remarks are reproduced in this book, "Deci¬ 
sions from the Chair". At page 310, long extracts are given of the debate 
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which took place in connection with the fiscal autonomy convention, aucl 
towards tho end Mr. Patel says. 

“ 1 agree that real fiscal autonomy is possible even under the existing constitution ' . 

that is at page 318: 

“ If the decision on fiscal measures is left to the \ oto oi the non-oflieinJ Members mid 
such decision is regarded as binding on the Executive : but this can be done by a con von* 
tion and not by a ruling of the Chair.” 

I trust, Sir, that if the present motion evokes am sympathetic response 
from the Government of India, we may all see our \ui\ to help in 
establishing sueli a eonvention as mentioned by Mr. Patel Hut the matter 
does not and cannot lie with the Government of India alone, by themselves 
they can do nothing. It is the* Secretary of State whose help is primarily 
required in establishing the conventions 

Sir, it may he said that the hound Table Conierence is sitting and that 
they would be able to settle tlnw question once lor all In spite of the 
certificate which my Honourable friend Sir Henry Gulin y gave to tlu 
delegates of the llound Table Conference, 1 do with gnat re^pei t to my 
friends here venture to say that, so far as the Indian d» legates an con¬ 
cerned, they have been bungling the affairs ot India all through m the 
Conference My Honourable friend T)r IVSuii/a tailed ot two monsters- 
the Minorities. Pact and the Federation idea 1 think my Honourable 
friend was a bit unjust to the Pound Table wallahs with n eard to the first 
monster Sir Henrv Gidne\ his .Millions, M 1 m, in n \ ilo* ll.-is. that he 
is the real father of that i non‘-trouts and not the Mlur delegate*. ot the 
Round Table Conference. (Laughter ) 

i 

Mr. H. P. Mody: What can urn expect from nidi a p.iH nt »ge^ 

Mr. N. N. Anklesaria: M' Ilonour.ibh fraud I>r IbSnu/a forgot in 
mention the verv long list of monsfrosit a s winch am .-.died “safeguards ’ 
in the proposals of the Pound Table Gonferenct Si, ,t tune permitted, 1 
would have dilated on that topic, hut it is enough foi me to s;a that the 
bantering tone assumed l»\ mv llonoiiralde triend Sir Cuw.ei 1 deb,men 
while criticising my esteemed friend Sir Han Singh Hour's arguinent« was 
absolutely misplaced as he would find if he would nnlv Had the debates of 
the Round Table Conference with impartiahtv and judgment 

I shall conclude inv remarks with recounting to the Houm uliat was 
said during the French revolutionary period h\ a leader o! the popular 
representatives in the National Assembly ot 1’ranei In 17 H 8 the rights 
and privileges of the popular representatives in the National Assembly 
having been invaded and trampled upon by tlie Nobilitv one «»f tbe lenders 
of the popular representatives wrote a pamphlet m winch In- proposed three 
questions and answered them himself He aslud. ‘* W li.it. is tin* third 
estate, composed of the popular represent at iv(V ) ' {corresponding to this 
Honourable House). The answer was. “The third estate is even Hung” 
The second question he asked was, “How has the third estate been treated 
up till now?" The answer wa^, “As nothing*’ The third quest inn was, 
“What does the third estate ask for’”. The answer was. “To bo some¬ 
thing”. 1 would ask the Government of India and the Kccretarv ot State 
these questions as regards this House. I ask, what is this Assembly? 
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This Assembly is everything. This Assembly is the parliament of India. 
(Ironical laughter from the Opposition Benches.) How has this Assembly 
been treated up till now? As absolutely nothing. How does it want now 
to be treated? As something. If these remarks have am effect on the 
Secretary of State and if he condescends to help in the establishment of 
the conventions recommended by the Joint Select Committee, I think my 
words in the present debate will not have been wasted. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju : 1 rise to support the motion moved by my 
Honourable Inend Mr. Anklcsaria In doing so, 1 do not propose to say 
more than a few words at this late hour. The Secretary of State is the 
great Moghul at Whitehall He has in the Government of India here his 
imperial harem What passes behind the purdah we do not know, but 
all that we do know is this, that the Secretary of State is an autocrat 
of autocrats, and the Imjumx here have not got any more control than 
am he>jum ever had in mm imperial hart m As an instance in point, we 
had here a ft w months ago the linking of the rupee with sterling. Hon¬ 
ourable Members are fully aware that the first impulse oi the Honourable 
the I'nianee Member on that occasion was to stand 1>> the best interests 
of this countty and do what was right for the oeea-ion But soon came 
the imperial firman which set at nought the action of the Finance Member 
ami we urn a-lo d to take a different course altogether. On that 
oi iMsinti ilk- I louse by a large majority parsed a Resolution condemning 
that .c-tion ut the Xeeiviun of State Notwithstanding the unanimous 
voice of the » lei led lepnM nt.itives of the penph m tics II »um\ notwith¬ 
standing 'h> experience ot the Finam-f Mtinbcr, the grc.it Moghul issued 
lus firman and we had to obex h l" absurd that in the 20th century 
then could he a person of the position ot a Secretar\ ot State with power 
nnl\ t qua! to or next to that of the (Var of nil Itiiss.u, who could override 
the hi -4 .ill\ km of h s Mini-Ur* who an in daily touch with the administra¬ 
tion ot the ciHintr\ Fxeept on one occasion, there wfis no other occasion 
when a Si civtarx of State for India lias ever visited those shores Sir, 

]i i^ kttowdedge of tin- couritrx would ordinanh be. <hat tins is a land of 
hot Min big snake** and troublesome natives Beyond that, whether he 
has am other knowledge it t< very difficult fo say, except that which he 
gathers from tin offi'M.il despatches of the Government ot India if he find- 
tune limn his Home politics to read them, and also that wh ch ho gathers 
from Ins rmineil of retinal civilians, who are alwa\s anxious to maintain 
their ow u prmleges and tight against e\\ r\ attempt of tin people of thi.- 
eountn. <i- 1 lie\ consider that .ill attempts at establishing responsible gov¬ 
ernment in this -ountry would he an invasion of their cherished privileges-- 
accept the ad \ ice w Inch Mich M inisit rs gi\e him Wth that advice and that 
knowledge, that gentleman silt mg i» 000 mile 1 * aw a\ diet ates t<. u- ,is to v hat 
is to he done and what is not to he done without our eav in the matter 
Therefore. I s.iy th.it his power of superintendence, direction and control, 
by which he expects obedience to his orders by the Government of India 
is in this age absurd and should not Vie allowed by any civilised com 
inunify to continue without relaxation. It is a negation of that promise 
which was held out in the declaration of 1017—a gradual relaxation 
of the control of the Secretary of State and a gradual admittance of the 
people of this countn to a «hare in the administration I fullv sym¬ 
pathise with the Honourable the Finance Member in thes,< matters 
because he has to come before this House and face the representatives of 
the people here and he has to satisfy them, but all the time ho knows 
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full well that he lias got to carry out the orders of Bomebody else and not 
his own. Our wishes in this House count for nothing. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member): Sir, I re¬ 
framed from raising a point of order on this particular motion because 1 
know and appreciated the basis on which those debates had been arranged 
But 1 think, Sir, it is little hard that any one in tins Assembly should 
suggest that the Executive Council should saerilice 11s. 100 from their 
very exiguous travelling allowance, on the ostensible ground of improper 
interference with its activities by an authority which, as my Honourable 
and learned friend the Mover has reminded us. lias powers to subject the 
members of that Council to penalties which may extend to an un¬ 
limited tine and even unlimited imprisonment I take it however that you 
Sir, have satisfied yourself on this point and that ii is in order that on 
the vote of the Executive Council a question of this kind should he raised. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim ltahimtoola) ■ If the 
Honourable Member had raised a point of order, the (’hair would have 
dealt with it. If the Honourable Member so wishes, he can raise it even 
now. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: 1 must proceed on the assump¬ 
tion that I am too late T think the House will hardh expect from me 
any attempt to deal seriously with tins motion at this late hour. If I 
might sum up ni\ feelings about- its subject* leaving aside tile gra\or 
issues which underlie it, I would sa\ that my Honourable friend h.is been 
perhaps rather unfortunate m the time at which lie ha- raised it In the 
first place, hi* started by quoting examples ot what lie regards as improper 
interference, examples from a report written on conditions which pre\ailed 
in tile year 1920 I m.^ inform my Honourable friend that the practict 
he referred to in tin 1 Aeworth Committee's report has- since been entirely 
changed, and thal a 'very large measure of discretion in dealing with 
matters of that kind has been accorded to the authorities in India, so that 
his remarks based on those particular example* hardly apply to the condi¬ 
tions which exist trwhix That. Sir. is as regards the past, but if we look 
at the matter the other way round, I think it is perhaps hardly appro¬ 
priate that a motion of this kind, complaining of the conditions which 
exist under the present constitution, should he brought forward just on the 
eve of constitutional changes to which we are all looking forward in the 
near future J suggest to mv Honourable friend that his scepticism about 
the possible results of tin* Hound Table Conference, and of the other 
machinery by which the new constitution is now being planned and dis 
cussed, that scepticism is hardly justified Indeed I can hardly imagine 
a more unfortunate moment to have raised this question than at half past 
four of the dock on a very* hot day in Delhi in the year 1932. wdicn we 
are all looking forward to great changes in the present constitutional state 
of affairs to be introduced in 1033. 

I have only one more subject on which T must touch because reference 
has been made to my personal actions in connection w'ith certain incidents. 

It is surprising to me that Honourable Members in this House should state 
with absolute assurance that they are fully aw r aro of what are the hidden 
motives which operate within my own heart, or what have been my in¬ 
tentions, - secret and never disclosed, but apparently very well known to 
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all Honourable Members of this House with one single exception and that 
is myself. Honourable Members have persistently, if I may say so, 
misinterpreted the ad ion which the Government of India took on the 21st 
September of last year, and as the incident has been referred to, I must 
take this opportunity of contradicting that interpretation and refuting all 
the arguments which are based upon it. 

That, Sir, is 1 think all I need say upon that particular subject. I 
venlure to put it to my Honourable friend that m the existing very diffi¬ 
cult situation we are carrying on in co-operation with a certain amount of 
mutual satisfaction, and that even in the current session we have had 
before us very important practical examples of the result of that eo-opera- 
tion. So that when my Honourable friend the Mover puts forward a very 
eloquent appeal that this Assembly should be treated as “something**, 

I think we can truthfully say that both in our actions and in our inten¬ 
tions we respond to that appeal. 

Mr. N. N. Anklesaria: In view of what has fallen from the Honour¬ 
able the Finance Member, T beg leave to withdraw tnv motion. 

Tin* motion was, bv leave of the Assembly, withdrawn. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven ot the Clock on Friday, the 
18th March, 1932. 
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Friday , 18th March , 1932. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House 
at Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Appointment of Indians to Certain Posts on the North Western 

Railway. 

833. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) la it a fact that, as a general rule, prior 
to April, 1923, only Europeans, Anglo-Indians, Christians and Parsia were 
recruited in the senior subordinate and junior subordinate service of the 
Mechanical Brunch of the North Western Railway for the posts of Foreman 
Boiler Maker, Foreman Erector, Foreman Blacksmith, Fitter Chargeman, 
Boiler Maker Chargenmn, Locomotive Foreman, Locomotive Inspectors, 
Locomotive Drivers, Shunters in grade III and IV and Shedman in grade 
III and IV? 

(b) Ts it a fact that Indian apprentices in various categories mentioned 
in part (a) were recruited during 1923 to 1930, with a view to Indianise 
these posts 0 

{O How many Indians were recruited during each year and in what 
catcgor\ between 1923 to 1930 and appointed to various posts? 

(d) Is it a fact that apprentices so appointed arc not put on their proper 
posts although they stand qualified*' 

(c) Is it a fact that from the apprentices so appointed many have been 
discharged ? 

{f) What is the Railway at present doing to Tndianise the posts stated 
in part («) above? 

(g) What is the total number of Europeans in the service mentioned in 
part (a) above as against the total number of Indians? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: With vour permission. Sir. I propose to reph to ques¬ 
tions Nos 833 to 830 together 1 have called for certain information and 
shall bn on the table a reph in due course. 

Appointment of Indians to Certain Posts on the North Western 

Railway. 

1834 *Mr. S. C. Mitra: (a) Will the Government be pleased to state 
the lotnl number of drivers shunters, firemen and hoy-firemen in grade III 
and TV respectivelv and also totals under (i) Europeans, (ii) Anglo-Indians, 
(iiil Indian Christians and (iv) "Miscellaneous, on 31st March, 1923, em¬ 
ployed on the North Western Railwav? 


t For Answer to this question, nee answer to question No. R33 
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( b) Is it a fact that before April, 1928, grade III was given to Parsis 
and grade IV to Europeans, Christians and Anglo-Indians on the North 
Western Bailway? 

(r) Is it a fact that from April, 1923, both grades III and IV were 
opened to Indians? 

(d) How many Indians were recruited as boy-firemen or firemen in 
grade III and IV during the period 1923 to 1930? 

(e) Was the purpose of the recruitment mentioned in part (d) to 
Indianise the posts of shunters and drivers mentioned in part (a) above? 

( f ) How man} Europeans, Anglo-Indians and Parsis were recruited in 
grade III and IV respectively during the years 1923 to 1930 as hoy-firemen, 
Bremen, shunters and drivers, and how many Europeans. Anglo-Indians 
Parsis, Christians were promoted from firemen in grade III and IV to 
shunters and drivers during the period 1923-1930? 

( g ) Erom the Indians referred to in part (d) how many, recruited 
as firemen or boy-firemen during the >ears 1928 to 1920. have been pro¬ 
moted as shunters and how* many as drivers? 

(h) Is there any period fixed for automatic promotion to shunters and 
drivers for firemen of grade HI and IV like apprentice for Permanent-Way 
Inspectors, Train Examiners, etc.? 

(0 What is the total number of drivers, shunters, firemen, and boy- 
firernen in grade ITT and IV. respectively, on 31st December, 1930? 

(j) Is it a fact that there is a larger number of drivers and shunters m 
grade IV and the firemen in grade IV. whose number is smaller, stand 
better chance of promotion, while the number of shunters and drivers in 
grade III being smaller and the number of firemen in grade IH being 
greater they stand lesser chance of promotion? Is the Bailw&v prepared 
to remove the grievance? If so, how? 

Promotion or Firemen, etc., on the North Western Railway. 

4 835. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: fa) Is it a fact that Indians who were recruited 
in 1923 to 1926 as firemen or boy-firemen grade III on the North Western 
Railway and who are qualified for promotion to shunters and drivers are not 
being promoted? 

(6) If the facts stated in part (a) above are correct, will Government 
be pleased to state the reasons for the same? 

(c) Is it a fact that the block in the promotion of firemen of grade HI 
to shunters and drivers is due to promotion of firemen of grade IV against 
vacancies of grade ITI and also due to recruitment of drivers grade IV from 
outside? 

(d) If the answer to part (c) bp in the negative, will Government please 
give the number of vacancies reserved for firemen of grade ITT and IV, 
respectively, since 1923 and how they wore disposed of? 

Promotion or Firemen, etc., on the North Western Railway. 

1836 *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Are Government prepared to fix a definite 
period of training for firemen of grade ITI for automatic promotion to 
shunters and drivers on the North Western Railway? 

t For answer to this question, *ee answer to question No. 833. 
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(6) Is it a fact that many firemen-passed shunters of grade I got pro¬ 
motion to shunter both permanent and officiating, but the firemen-passed 
shunter of grade III were not allowed to take that chance although they 
were far superior by virtue of their education as well as grade? 

(c) If the answer to part ( b ) above is in the affirmative, what prefer¬ 
ence the grade III firemen have over grade T or II firemen? 

(d ) What steps are Government taking to Indianise the posts of drivers 
grade IV and ITT which are at present held by Europeans? 

(c) What facilities are being provided lo firemen of grade III to enable 
them to pass drivers examination? 

(/) If any Indians have replaced Europeans will Government please give 
llieir number ns against the total number of Europeans employed as driverg 
in grade III and IV ako stating whether Indians, if any, were taken irom 
firemen of grade 111 recruited during 1223-1026V 

(g) Arc Go\eminent prepared to consider the case of promotion of 
firemen of grade Ill who have got seven years’ training and above? 

Allotment of Government Quarter 4 ; in New Delhi. 

8.37. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Will Government be pleased to refer to the 
replies to imstiured questions Nos 5*2 and 50 dated 13th February, 1932 
Mid state whether Government base con-odeied the question of appointing 
ri committee of six men from different Departments of the Government 
ni India selected by the ministerial staff of the Secretariat and Attached 
Offices for the purpose of making all necessary enquiries inV> the matter? 
If not. why not? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : Got eminent do not consider that 
investigation by a Committee would be a <iiitabk 1 method of procedure but 
would be prepared to institute enquiry into any definite complaints 
received 


Ministerial and Inferior Staff Qfarters in New Delhi. 

838. *Mr. S. 0. Hitra: (a) Will Government be pleased to refer to the 
replv to unstarred question No. 55, dated 13th Februarv, 1932 and state 
the reasons why. in the absence of any existing rules or orders, the New 
Delhi ministerial and inferior staff quarters are occupied by the local Public 
Works Department- and other offices 0 

(b) Is it. a fact that these quarters were actually constructed for the 
ministerial staff in the Secretariat and Attached Offices? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: (a) and (b). Under the existing 
rules and orders the quarters in New Delhi are intended primanU for the 
use of establishments m the employ of the Secretariats of the Government 
of India and in all attached or subordinate offices, including the Local 
Administration, who arc compelled to reside on duty with the Government 
of Tndia in New Delhi The. local Public Works Department and other 
offices occupy the quarters under those rules and orders, but there are no 
rules or orders under which the offices referred to are given preference over 
the ministerial staff of the Secretariat and attached offices. 

2 a 
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Maintenance of Parks and Fountains adjacent to the Imperial 
Secretariat Buildings, 

839. *M t. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government be pleased to state reasons 
why the parks and fountains adjacent to the Imperial Secretariat Buildings 
in New Delhi are maintained during wintor months and not during summer? 

(6) What objection have Government to issue necessary orders for the 
maintenance, from the ensuing summer, of the parks and fountains referred 
to above? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: (a) and (b) The parks referred 
to are maintained throughout the year. The fountains are not used except 
during the cold weather on account of tin* cost involved in working them. 

Promotion of JEt-War Service Ratlwaymew 

840. *Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan (on behalf of Mnuhi Badi-uz- 
Zainan): (a) Will Go\ernrnent kindly state whether it is a fact that the 
Railway Administration were asked h\ the Railway Board to consider the 
question of preference for promotion for such members of their staff as 
were lent by them for service overseas during the Great War? 

(b) If the reply be in the affirmative, will Government he good enough to 
place a enp\ of their letter on the table or state on what ground* n pre¬ 
ferential promotion was to he given? 

(r) Will Government please also state the names and designations of 
the men who were given such promotions on the Fiast Indian and North 
Western Railways? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: I would refer the Honourable Member to the reply 
gi\eu to unstarred question No 111 asked by Khan Bahadur Haji Wajih- 
uddin on the February 1032, which was m practical!;. idenfTcaT 

terms. 

Extensions of Service granted in the Punjab and North-West 
Frontier Postal Circles. 

841. *Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan (on behalf ol Mr Muhammad 
Muazzam Sahib Bahadur) (a) Will Government be pleaded to state whe¬ 
ther it is a fact that the Director General. Posts and Telegraphs, circulated 
the Government of India's instructions regarding retrenchment and retire¬ 
ment of officials? 

(b) If so, will Government kindly state win extension of service is still 
being given in the Punjab and North-West Frontier Circle, and "specially 
at Delhi? 

(r) Do Government propose to order stoppage of extensions to safeguard 
the interests of approved candidates on the waiting list? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: (a) Yes. 

(b) The instructions referred to in part (u) of the question b\ the Hon¬ 
ourable Member do not contemplate the entire suspension of the ordi¬ 
nary rules regarding the retention of Government servants in service. 

No. 
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'Selection Posts converted into Time-scale Appointments in toe 
Punjab and North-West Frontier Postal Circle. 

842. *Xunwar Ha]ee Ismail Ali Khan (on behalf of Mr. Muhammad 
Muazzam Sahib Bahadur): (a) Will Government kindly state the number 
of lower selection grade posts in the Post Offices in the Punjab and North- 
West Frontier Circle converted into time-scale as a retrenchment 
measure ? 

(b) Will Government kindly state the number of such posts converted 
into time-scale in the Office of the Postmaster-General, Punjab and North- 
West Frontier Circle? 

Mr. T. Ryan: (a) The Honourable Member presumably refers to the 
scheme for replacing officials in the lower selection grade of Rs. 100—10— 
250 in certain post offices by supervisors in the ordinary clerical time-scale 
of pay. The number so far replaced in the Punjab and North-West Fron¬ 
tier Circle is 11. 

(b) The scheme just mentioned does not apply to the office of the Post¬ 
master-General. where the organisation and condition of work are quite 
different from those prevailing in Post Offices. 

Appointments or Ticket Collectors. 

843. *Khan Bahadur Ha]i Wajihuddin*. Will Government be pleased 
to state if the instructions of the Kailway Board contained in their letter 
No (583-K <i., dated 3rd March. 1031, have been carried out in respect of 
the old Travelling Ticket Inspectors and Ticket Collectors when they were 
utdibed in the Mood\-Wnrd system? 

Mr P. R. Rau: With your permission. Sir. I propose to reply to ques¬ 
tions Nos. 843, 844, 845. 847. 848 and 850 together. I have called for 
certain information and shall lay a reply on the table in due course. 

Lieut -Oolonel Sir Henry Sidney: Considering the fact that the “neces¬ 
sary particulars“ have been in the hands of the Railway Board for a long 
tune and also considering the tact that these Inspectors have already 
suffered much hardship, will the Honourable Member kindly inform this 
House of the reasons why he is not able to answer the question now. 

Mr. P. R. Rau: Sir, the details required are in the office of the Agent, 
East Indian Railway. 

Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Gidney: Sir, if the details have been for so 
lung with the Agent. East Indian Railway, why, I ask. are they not, by 
now, in the hands of the Railway Board, considering such a long time has 
elapsed? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: Sir, the Agent of the East Indian Railway is respon¬ 
sible for the detailed administration of the East Indian Railway 

Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Gidney: Is not the Railway Board respon¬ 
sible for the administration of the East Indian Railway? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: I said “the detailed administration”. 

Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Gidney: Is not the Railway Board also 
responsible for the detailed or call it if you like the retailed or curtailed 
administration of the railway? 
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Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad; Sir, since this question has been before the 
Railway Board for the last five months, why have the Railway Board been 
unable to got the information during this long interval when they were 
expected to get the reply? It is not n new question, Sir: it has been 
before the Railway Board for five months. 

Mr. P. R. Ran: As regards this question, we have had notice of it for 
only about ten days, I believe. Sir 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Oidney: Is it or is it not a fact that the 
Railway Board is shelving a final decision on this question of a substitute 
system for the much criticised and abolished Crew System? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: It is not a fact. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Is it not a fact that the attention of the Hon¬ 
ourable Member as Secretary of the Railway Retrenchment Committee was 
drawn to all these facts at the time, and should he not therefore have got 
the information by this time? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: The Honourable Member is entirely 
in error iu supposing that this question did not contain a number of new 
details not mentioned in the earlier questions. 

Appeals of Travelling Ticket Inspectors. 

f844. *Khan Bahadur H&ji Wajihuddin: (a) With reference to the reply 
to starred question No 229 to £f>() dated the 12th February 1982. will 
Government be pleased to state the month in which the appeals were sent 
by the old Travelling Ticket Inspectors to whom they were addressed and 
the cause of delay m considering those .appeals h\ the Agent, Fast Indian 
Railway ? 

(b) Will Government please lay on the table a copy of the said appeal and 
a reply thereto given by the East Indian Railway authorities? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state if it is a fact that the old 
Travelling Ticket Inspectors sent a copy of the said appeal to the Secretary, 
Railway Board, direct; if so, what action was taken b\ Government on 
knowing the facts contained in the appeals? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state if the Railway employees have 
a right of appeal to the Agent of their Railway : if so, why the appeals 
of the old Travelling Ticket Inspectors of the East Indian Railway 
addressed to the Agent were disposed of b> the Chief Operating Superin¬ 
tendent ? 


Appeals of Travelling Ticket Inspector^. 

1845. *Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: (a) With reference to the reply 
to the supplementary question by Dr. Ziauddin to question No. 251, dated 
the 12th February, 1932, will Government please lay on the table a copy 
of the said rules relating to appeals? 

(6) Will Government be pleased to state also if the appeals addressed 
by the old Travelling Ticket Inspectors to the Secretary, Railway Board, 
came within the provisions of the said rules justifying their being withheld 
by the East Indian Railway authorities? If so, in what respects? 

t For answer to this question, tee answer to question No. 843, 
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Railway Ticket Checking Systems. 

846. *Khan Bahadur Haji W&Jihuddin: (a) Will Government be pleased 

to state if it is a fact that Messrs. Moody and Ward, Officers of the Crew 
Enquiry Committee, were asked to suggest what preventive system should 
be adopted in case the Crew system was recommended by them to be 
abolished ? 

(6) If the reply to part (a) above be in the affirmative, will Government 
be pleased to state why this system has been adopted which is not & 
preventive system? 

Mr. F. R. Rau: (a) Messrs. Moody and Ward were asked to submit 
proposals as to what system should be adopted to prevent persons travel- 
ling without tickets. 

( b ) Because it is considered to be the most suitable system at a reasOQr 
able cost. 


Railway Ticket Checking Systems. 

+847 *E3ian Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: With reference to the answer 
to starred question No. 1120, dated the 2nd October, 1931, will Government 
be pleased to state win the Railway Board do not know if the Moody-Ward 
system sanctioned by them is a permanent or a temporary measure? 

Lady Ticket Collectors on the East Indian Railway. 

1848 *Khan Bahadur Ha]i Wajihuddin: (a) With reference to answer 
to stamd question No. 240, dated 12th February, 1932, will Government 

be pleased to state whv the lady Ticket Collectors are retained on the 
Railway when the Travelling Ticket Examiners are authorised to check the 
tickets of female passengers? 

(b) .Will Government be also pleased to state how much economy would 

be affected per year if they are abolished and what is the percentage of 
such stations on the East Indian Railway where lady Ticket Collector* 

are provided? 

Systems of Railway Ticket Checking. 

849. *Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: (a) With reference to the 
answer to supplementary question to starred question No. 389 by Sir Henry 
Gidney, dated the 16th February , 1932, will Government be pleased to 
state if up to 1922 identically the same systems of ticket- checking nro- 
vailed on the North Western and the Oudh and Rohilkhand Railways (botttf 
under State-management) and that after amalgamation of the E.^t Indian 
and Oudh and Rohilkhand Railways the same system was adopted on the 
entire East Indian Railway? 

(b) Will Government be also pleased to state if it is also correct that 
the Crew system on the North Western Railway was adopted and abandon¬ 
ed, the same Crew system was afterwards started on the East Indian 
Railway and abandoned, that a system of two T. T. Es. followed the Crew 
system on the North Western Railway and that the same has followed the 
Crew system on the East Indian Railway now which is called Moody-Ward 

f For answer to this question, tea answer to question No. 843. 
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■system? Is it also true that on the North Western Railway since June 
the Travelling Ticket Examiner system has been replaced by the S. T. E. f 
? c.. Special Ticket Examiner system and on the East Indian Railway since 
the same month, i.e., June, 1931, the Travelling Ticket Inspector system 
has been replaced by the Travelling Ticket Examiner system? 

'(c) If reply to part (b) above be in the affirmative, will Government 
be pleased to state if the local conditions on both the said Railways during 
itlie prevalence of those identical Bystems were the same and now different 
to justify the Moody-Ward system on the East Indian Railway and not 
on the .North Western Railway ? 

Hr. P. R. Rau: («) The records of the Railway Board do not show 
what system of ticket cheeking was in force on tin* North Western the 
old Oudh and Hohilkhand and East Indian Railways up to a peri< d riior 
to the introduction of the crew system on the East Indian Railway 

( b ) As regards the first paid of the question, I would refer the Hon¬ 
ourable Member to paragraph (3 of the Moody-Ward Committee V report 
which deals with the working oi the crew system on a part of tin* Lahore 
District on which it had been introduced as an experimental measure in 
1923. The position on the East Indian Railway is explained m the 
Moody-Ward Committees report. As regards the mvoiu! part of the 
question, m June 1931 the cadre of Tra\oiling Ticket Examiners on the 
North Western Railway was abolished and was replaced b\ Special Ticket 
Examiners, and the arrangements for ticket checking recommended In the 
Moody-Wurd Committee introduced on tin* East Indian Railwtn 

(f) So far as Government are aware, the detailed arrangements for the 
checking of tickets on the North Western Railway system general!v have 
not always been the same as on the East Indian Railway 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney : Will the Honourable Member inform 
this House whether the Railway Board are satisfied with the system at 
present in vogue for checking tickets ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: I cannot say that the Railway Board consider the 
present system to be perfect. 

Lieut,-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney- Will the Honourable Member inform 
this House whether the Railway possess any other variety of ticket 
checkers since the Moody-Ward Report has condemned this crow s\stem? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: No change is contemplated at present. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: Then there is nobody checking the 
tickets, I understand? 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Is the Honourable Member aware of the fact 
that everv Divisional Superintendent pln\s about with this scheme and 
changes this system along with the change of the office? 


Mr. P. R. Ran: No, Sir. 
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Dr. Zi&uddin Ahmad: Will be make an inquiry about jt and find out 
if my statement is not correct? Will he make an inquiry? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : Will the Honourable gentleman put a question on the 
subject, Sir? 

Dr. Zi&uddin Ahmad: Did T not draw attention to the case of the Divi¬ 
sional Superintendent at Allahabad in mv previous question, on which 
he said he would make inquiries 9 

Mr. P. R Rau: The results of the inquirv will he laid on the table in 
due course. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: k if or is it not a faef that the Rail¬ 
way Board, having been committed to the *\stcni, do not now know how 
to get out of it * 

Dr. Zi&uddin Ahmad: Are not the liaihva\ Board prepared to make 
an inquin as to wby this system of examinations was introduced only in 
one Division and nowhere eke and the method of examination is not free 
from suspicion? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (in\eminent are not prepared to 
make inquiries Surely, Sir. it w a reasonable thing to try a plan as an 
experimental measure in one Dm>ion without immediately extending it 
to all Division'- 9 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Is not the Honourable Member an are of the fact 
that the* have been making rhe experiments for the last six years and 
that the time lias come when they should put a stop to those experi¬ 
ments? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: 1 am unable to see the relevancy 
of mv Honourable friend’s question. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: I am also unable to see the relevancy of the 
Honourable Member’s interference 9 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: Will the Honourable Member in 
charge kindly inform the House when ho intends to cease experimenting 
and start working? 

(No answer was given.) 

Re examination of Travelling Ttckf.t Examiners. 

!850 f Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state if it is true that in some Divisions of East Indian Railway the 
Travelling Ticket Examiners are ordered to appear at a departmental 
examination of checking duties? 

... jw 18 it also true that amongst them are included the old Travelling 
Ticket Inspectors who have already passed the same and have got long 
service and are now working on much reduced pay? 

(<■') If the reply to part (ft) above be in the affirmative, will G( a eminent 
be pleased to state what is the reason for compelling the qualified and ex¬ 
perienced hands to re-appear at the said examination? 


tEor answer to this question, *ee answer to question No. 8*3. 
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% Loss of Excess Fare Receipt Book. 

851. *Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: (a) Will Government be pleased 

to state if the loss of an excess fare receipt book is considered a very 
Berious offence? 

(6) Will Government be pleased to state ho yr many Travelling Ticket 
Inspectors worked in 1926 and how many such books were lost by them 
during the period? 

(e) How many of the staff were employed on the whole of the East 
Indian Railway in 1029 who handled excess fare receipt books, i.e., 
Travelling Ticket Inspectors, Crew Inspectors and Grew in charges, and 
how mauv book'- wore lost during that period? 

(<*) Is it a fact that increase in the staff handling these books has 
increased the loss as well? 

(e) Is it a fact that in the Crew system a circular was issued that loss 
of an excess fare receipt book would result in the ' termination of fSB 

service of the employee concerned and several from amongst the staff 
suffered this penalty? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: (a) The loss of an excess fare receipt book is a serious 
matter. 

(b) to (c). Government have no information. 

Refunds in respect of Excess Fares recovered. 

852. *Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: (a) Will Government be 
pleased to ^tute which officer on the East Indian Railway grants refunds 
in respect of excess fare recovered by staff, i.e., whether it is the Chief 
Accounts Officer or the Chief Commercial Manager (Claims)—and to whom 
this application for refund should be made? 

(6) Will Government be pleased to state the percentage of amount 
refunded to the public in respect of the excess fare recovered by the 
Travelling Ticket Inspectors and Ticket Collectors between 1st January, 
1926, to 30th June, 1926, and the same in respect of Travelling Ticket 
Examiners and Ticket Collectors between 1st June, 1931 and 31st 
December, 1931 (both separate)? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: (a) The Chief Commercial Manager. 

(b) The^e statistics are not eompiled by the Railway Board and the 
information required is therefore not available. 

Ticket Checking on Branch Lines of Asansol and Dinapore 

Divisions. 

853 ♦Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: (a) Will Government be 
pleased to state why the Crew system did not operate on the branch 
lines of Asansol and Dinapore Divisions when the said system worked on 
these Divisions? 

(3) Is it a fact that the said branch lines were worked by Travelling 
Ticket Inspectors who were brought from n non-Crew area? 
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Mr. P. R. Rau: (a) The Crew system was not introduced on certain 
parts of the Asansol and Dinapore Divisions as the Railway Administra¬ 
tion considered that alternative arrangements were better suited for these 
parts. 

(6) Government have no information. 


Ticket Checking on Main and Branch Lines. 

854. Khan Bahadur Ha|i Wajihuddin : (a) Will Government be- 

pleased to state if it is a fact that during the operation of the Travelling 
Ticket Inspector systern, main and branch lines were worked by the Travel¬ 
ling Ticket Inspectors as per programme which was given to them by the 
Divisional Inspector? 

(6) Is it true that there being about 125 Travelling Ticket Inspectors 
only for the whole ol the East Indian Railway, every train was not manned 
with staff throughout its run as is done now due to the .strength of Travel¬ 
ling Ticket Examiners being raised to 650 7 


Mr. P. R. Rau: (a) Under any system of check by Travelling Ticket 
Inspectors, the latter work generalh to a programme drawn up by their 
superiors Gn\ eminent are not aware what tlu* actual procedure w'as on 
each of the Divisions on which Travelling Ticket Inspectors were employed. 

(7>) This is substantially correct. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: As the Honourable Member has 
replied that Government have no information on the matter and Govern¬ 
ment an* not aware of the facts, will he kindly inform this House whether 
he I* prepared to obtain the information and become aware of these facts? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: The subjects dealt with in this question are matters 
of minor detail and Government do not propose to interfere with the dis¬ 
cretion of the Agents in the matter. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: Is it or is it not a fact that it is 
mainly these minor details that lead to unrest amongst railway employees? 
If tin* answer be m the affirmative, is it not the duty of Jhe Honourable 
Member to inquire into these minor details, however minor they may be ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Government do not consider that 
it is their duty to obtain information as regards these particular points 
to which tilt* Honourable Member has referred. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: Will the Government kindly inform 
this House what exactly is tlicir duty in regard to the administration of 
the Railways? 

Dr. Zlauddin Ahmad: If the Honourable Member will travel like an 
ordinary passenger, then he will find out the unrest that is caused. Mem¬ 
bers of Government travel in saloons and they know nothing as to whafi 
is happening. 
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Expulsion of Certain Citizens from Mhow Cantonment. 

855. *Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin : (a) Will Government be 
pleased to state since how long Th. Amarsingh Laxmansingh and 
Mr. Bhagwan Das s Agganval have been under orders of expulsion from 
(Mhow Cantonment ? 

(b) Are Government aware that Th. Amarsingh Laxmansingh is 
a man of 80 years and during his long exile from Mhow Cantonment, 
which is his home, he has suffered several losses by death in his family 
at Mhow owing t:> his inability to arrange medical attendance by reason 
of the order of expulsion? 

(o) Is it a fact that Th. Amarsingh Laxmansingh has since his expul¬ 
sion lived in Indore and has forwarded a certificate from the Chief Secre¬ 
tary to the Prime Minister, Indore, testifying to his being a law-abiding 
citizen taking part in social service movements? 

(d) Was a copy of the certificate submitted to the Government of 
India by the All-India Cantonments Association? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) Since 1022 and 1020, respectively. 

(b) Government are not aware of this person’s exact age and have no 
information in support of what is stated in the remainder of this part 
of the question. 

(r) and (d). Government have received from the All-India, Canton¬ 
ments Association a copy of a certificate purporting to have been granted 
by the official mentioned, to the effect that this person’s activities have 
been in no way objectionable Government are however in possession of 
detailed information to the contrary effect 

Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal: Will the Honourable gentleman consider 
tht desirability of cancelling these orders? They must have served their 
useful purpose long ago l) 

Mr. G. M. Young: Government have considered the matter and have 
come to the conclusion that tht sc orders should not be cancelled. 

Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal: Are they prepared to place the material 
against these people before any court of inquiry? 

Mr. G. M. Young: No, Sir. 

Mr. G. S. Ranga Iyer: Are they prepared to place the material on the 
table of this House? 

Mr. G. M. Young: No, Sir. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga tyer: Why not? 

Mr. G. M. Young: The Honourable Member might, wait till the next 
question is put- and replied to, to find the reason why Government are not 
prepared to lay the material on the table of the* House. 

Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Gidney: Is it or is it not a fact that one of 
these gentlemen is related to the questioner on the other side? 
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Mr. President: Order, order. 

Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal: Is the Honourable Members insinuation 
based on any facts that he is in possession of? 

Sir Hari Singh Gout: Sir, I very strongly disapprove the conduct of 
Lieut.-Colonel Sir Heiir\ Gidnc\ in insinuating personal motives to any 
of the questioners. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Bahimtoola) : The House 
must have noticed that the ('hair called the Member to order. 
(Applause ) 

Expulsion of certain Citizens from Mhow Cantonment. 

856. -Khan Bahadur Ha]i Wajihuddin: (a) Will Government specify 
the activities of Thakur Amarsingh and Mr. Bhagwan Bass since their 
expulsions that made their re-admisson to Mhow Cantonment undesira¬ 
ble? 

(b) Is it a fact that the All-India Cantonments Association forwarded 
with their letter No. 1924/A /B. f dated 22nd April, 1931, a written under¬ 
taking from Mr Bhagwan Bass that in ease of the expulsion order being 
cancelled, he would do nothing that will bring him within the purview 
of Section 239 of the Cantonments Act dealing with expulsions? 

(C) Art' Government aware that there is a great agitation in canton¬ 
ments against these two cases of long banishment from Mhow Canton¬ 
ment? ' 

(d) Are Go\eminent aware that the All-India Cantonments Conference, 
held at Lahore in October, 1981, passed a unanimous resolution urging 
Go\eminent to cancel tlie-e orders of expulsion and a copy of the same 
was forwarded b\ the \ll-lndia Cantonments Association to Government 
for consideration? 

(rj Do Go\eminent propose to rescind the orders in these two cases? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) Gm eminent arc not prepared to disclose the 
iniorm.ition in their possession. 

(/>) The representation from Lula Blmgwan Bass Aggarwal forwarded 
with the Association’s letter referred to contained no such undertaking. 

(r) Cm\eminent ha\t iu> »nformation to this effect. 

(d) Yes 

(r) No, Sir. 

Supply of Ice and Miner\l Water on the East Indian Railway. 

857 *Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: (a) Are Government aware 
that ice and mineral water are sold on the East Indian Railway line at 
higher rates than those obtaining on the North Western Railway lin^? 

(b) Tf the reply to the above be in the affirmative, will Government 
state the reasons for this difference in rates? 

(c) Are Government nwnre that the high rates on the East Indian 
Railwav have caused discontent among the passengers in these da vs of 
economic depression? 
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(d) Is it a fact that when tenders were recently called for the ice and 
mineral water contract on the East Indian Railway, the contract was not 
given to the tenderer of lowest rates ? 

(c) Will Government explain the reasons for the disregard of the 
lowest tender in this case and do they propose to take steps to reduce the 
price of ice and mineral water on the East Indian Railway to the level of 
the rates obtaining on the North Western Railway ? 

Mr. P. It. Rau: [a) and ( b ). Government have no information beyond 
that appearing in the published time tables of the two railways referred 
to, which confirm the statement made in part (a) of the Honourable 
Member’s question. 

(c) No. 

(d) and (e). Go\ernment have no information, but 1 am asking the 

Agent, East Indian Railway, for a report and will consider whether any 

action can suitably be taken. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: On a point of order, Sir. When questions are 

put m the form, ‘Have the Government any information”, this is only 

& formal way of asking a question. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibiuhim Rahimtoolal. The Hon¬ 
ourable Member is making a statement. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: I am raising a point of order. Sir. When wc 
put questions in the form I have mentioned, we expect that the informa¬ 
tion will be supplied. We do not expect the reply that the Government 
have no information. We expect, that the Government should give a 
definite reply eontaining the information asked for 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Rnhinitoolu) If an Hon¬ 
ourable Member asks a question as to whether Government are aware of a 
certain thing, the\ are entitled to say that they are not aware of it 

Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: Are the Government prepared to 
make an inquiry and lay the result on the table of the House? 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Ir it your ruling, Sir, that if we ask a question 
whether the Government have got information and they say that they 
are not aware of it. it is the end of the reply 0 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Rahimfoolnl: The Hon¬ 
ourable Member has. I think, sufficient experionec of the Legislature to 
know that when you ask a question and an answer is given cither in the 
affirmative or in the negative, it satisfies that question. The Honourable 
Member is not debarred either to put supplementary questions and get fur¬ 
ther information or to put further questions giving Government due notice. 

But when the Honourable Member asks a question whether Government 
are aware of certain things, it is perfectly open to Government to say, no. 
they have no knowledge about them. 

Mr. P. R. Rau: May I answer, Sir, to the supplementary question put 
by Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin? I have already told the House that 
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I am asking the Agent, East Indian Railway, for a report and will then 
consider whether any action can suitably be taken. I am quite prepared 
"to lay a statement of the action taken on the table in due course. 

Extension op the Houre-Scavenging Tax in Ambala Cantonment. 

858. *Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: (a) Are Government aware that 
the Ambala Cantonment Board has, by a majority of votes, derided to 
increase the House-Scavenging Tax in Ambala Cantonment by imposing 
it on shops, offices, godowns that were hitherto exempt from that tax? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Northern Command has issued a Circular to 
the Cantonments under its jurisdiction, on 17th "December. 1981, not to 
submit any proposal of additional taxation and informing them that there 
was no prospect of getting any grant from Government? 

(c) Is it a fact that the suggestion to increase the House*Scavenging 
Tax was based on the assurance that Government would give a substantial 
grant towards the water scheme of the Cantonment Board. Ambala? 

(d) Does that assurance still hold good? If not, do Government pro¬ 
pose to direct the Northern Command to make it clear to tlu* Cantonment 
Board, Ambala, that their p’oposnl to increase the House-Scavenging Tax 
(lid not entail any obligation on the part of Government to give a grant 
to the Ambala Cantonment Board? 

(t) Are Government prepared also to give the Ambala Cantonment Board 
an opportunity to ri consider its proposal for enhancement in House- 
scavenging Tax in the light of Government's inability to pay any grant? 

Mr. G. M. Young: {a) The attention of the Honourable Member is invited 
to the replv given on the 15th February 1932 to Sirdar Sohan Singh’s 
starred question No 857 on the same subject. 

(b) Government have seen a copy of the circular referred to. 

(c) Government gave no such assurance. 

(d) and (r) Do not arise. 


Appeals in Cantonments. 

859. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: (n) Is it a fact that appeals 
submitted under Schedule V of the Cantonments Act can be heard and 
disposed of only by the General Officer Commanding-in-Chief a Command? 

(b) Are Government aware that, the Inspecting Officer, Military Lands 
and Cantonments, Northern Command, is himself disposing of appeals 
submitted under the above schedule and the Cantonment Authorities in 
the jurisdiction of Northern Command have been accepting bis decisions 
on those appeals? 

(r) Is it a fact that in the Ambala Cantonment Board, minutes of 
dissents have been filed pointing out that the General Officer Com¬ 
manding-in-Chief being the appellate authority in case of such appeals, 
has no power to delegate or transfer that power to anv of his sub¬ 
ordinates and consequently the decisions on such appeals given by the 
Inspecting Officer are illegal? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Inspecting Officer also sanctioned the Budget 
of the Ambala Cantonment Board for 1932-38 and also grants in addition 
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to the Budget? Is it a fact that such sanctions can under rules be given 
only bv the General Officer Commanding-in-Chief? 

( e ) Are Government aware that there is growing dissatisfaction among 
the people as to the justness of the decisions given on such appeals by 
the Inspecting Officer? 

(/) Do Government propose to take action to put an end to this 
practice and to instruct the General Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Northern 
Command, to hear and dispose of such appeals and perform other statutory 
functions himself? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (at The Honourable Member’s attention is invited to 
the third column of the schedule, which specifies the appellate authority for 
each class of appeal. 

(b) to {f) T ha\e called for u report and a reph will be laid on the 
table 


The Lucknow-Lalmonirhat Train Service. 

860. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: (a) Is it a fact that the Eastern Bengal 
Railway have discontinued the running of the Lucknow-Lalmonirhat through 
train service from 1st March, 1932? If so, why? 

(h) Are Government aware that it was a verv popular train, and that 
its discontinuance has resulted in great inconvenience to the travelling 
public ? 

(r) Arc Government aware that the Bengal and North Western Railway 
Administration are willing to continue the running of that tram over their 
section of the line; and do Government propose to take steps to continue 
the service 

Mr. P R. Rau: (a) The running of through services ,v arranged bv Rail¬ 
way Administrations without reference to Government, who have, there¬ 
fore, no information bevond that appearing m the published time 
tables These show that the Lucknow-Lalninnirlint service is ram a 
Lucknow -Katihar service 

( b ) and (r). No. T am. however bringing the Honourable Member’s 
question and irev answer to it to the notice of the Agent, Eastern Bengal 
Rail wav, for such action as he inav consider neei«snr\. 

Discontinuance of a Through Carriage o\ an East Indian Railway 

Express. 

861. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: (a) Are Government aware that tb * 
East Indian Railway have discontinued the running of the through bogie 
Eirst and Second class carnage from Howrah hv the 71 Rp Express to 
Moghul Sarai. and thereafter b} the 15 Ep Express to Delhi, and this has 
resulted in great inconvenience to the travelling public concerned? 

(b) Are Government aware that there is now no fast train from Tatna 
on the main line for upcountry in the evening, and do Government pro¬ 
pose to have the through carriage restored? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) The reply to the first part of the question Is in the 
affirmative. As regards the second part. Government are aware that 
passengers who previously made use of the through service carriage . are 
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now likely to be inconvenienced, but they have been informed by the 
Agent, East Indian Kailway, that when the through service carnage was 
running, the number of passenger travelling in it was not sufficient to 
justify the service being continued. 

(b) The trains referred to in part (a) of the question continue to run, 
thereby giving an evening service from Patna on the main line for up- 
country stations, but involving transhipment at Moghai Sarai. Arrange¬ 
ments for the running of through service carriages are matters which must- 
be left to the Railway Administration to deal with; any serious incon¬ 
venience experienced will no doubt be brought up for discussion at meet¬ 
ings of the Railway Advisory Committee. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: Will the Honourable Member please state to 
what extent the loss was sustained in regard to the running of the through 
service and how much the\ have gained by abandoning the through 
service ? 

Mr P. R. Rau: I want notice of the question. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: Will the Honourable Member please state whether 
he will write to the Agent of the Railway to place this information before the 
Railway Board so that, thev mav ln\ it on the table of the House? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: If the Honourable Member will please give me notice 
of the question, T will consider it 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: Will the Government hereby take notice of this 
question because the House is entitled to have information on that 
matter 

(No answer ) 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: Ac the Honourable Member has not answered 
m\ question and as he has treated m\ question with silence T propose to 
move an adjournment of the House tomorrow 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Discharge of Compositor? and Binders from the East Indian Rattway 

Press. 

191. Mr. S. C. Mitra: (a) Is it not a fact that the w^ork in the East 
Indian Railwav Press, both Calcutta and Howrah, was uniformly normal 
throughout 1080 and up to March, 1931? 

(h) Ts it n fact that, in reply to the nnstarred question No. 153. dated 
2nd February, 1931, Sir Alan Parsons stated that instruction* were 
issued b\ the Railway Board to the Agent, East Indian Railwav that on 
the acceptance of the recommendations of the Special Officer, he should 
bring surplus posts under reduction? 

(c) Is it not a fact that Mr Mackenzie, Officiating Superintendent. 
East Indian Railway Press, Calcutta, admitted before the Enquiry Com¬ 
mittee under the new Trades Disputes Act at Calcutta, that the recom¬ 
mendations of Mr. A. F. Slater wore accepted in reorganising the printing: 
office? 


E 
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(d) Is it not a fact that each department in the East Indian Railway 
Press is inter-connected with other departments? 

(r) Is it not. a fact that the recommendation of Mr. Slater was that 
the number of binders to be retained was to be 17/5 and the number of com¬ 
positors was to be 79? 

(/) Is it no! a fact that 1G compositors and 26 binders were discharged 
from the East Indian Railway Press in March, 1931? 

(<j) I s it not a fact that there was no reduction m the supers wing staff 
of the East Indian Railway Press? 

(h) if the answers to parts (a) to {(]) be in the affirmative, will Gov¬ 
ernment be pleased to state the reasons for specially selecting these 16 
compositors and 26 hinders for dismissal'.' 

Mr. P. It Rau: With \oiir permission Sir. I propose to reph |o ques¬ 
tions Nos 191 to 194 together I have railed for certain information and 
shall Ja\ a reph on the table, m due course 

Appeal against Disci ia roe by Hinders in hie East Indian Railway 

Press 

fl92. Mr. £. C. Mitra: (a) Ts it not a fact that the Super.nlendent 
of the East Indian Railway Pre.ss (’aleutta, is immediately under the 
control ni (lie April! East Indian list11\\ .i\ 

(h) Is it not a fad that an appeal against am decision of the said 
Supenntcndent lies witli the \gent, East Indian Railway 0 

(r) Is it not a hu-t that the live pusons id the Umdinp Section of the 
East Indian Railway 1’iess. f’aleutta. who wire dischmged by the Superin¬ 
tendent on the 31st Mum-Ii. 1931, appeah d t.i the \gent through the Superin¬ 
tendent. against their discharge ? 

(d) Is it not a tact that the «*aid petition was riot forwarded by the 
Superintendent on the plea that no appeal Iny from such discharge 0 

(r) Is u not a fact tha t subsequently -Mr Mackenzie the Officiating 
Superintendent of the East Indian Railway Press, Calcutta, admitted before 
the Enquiry Committee under the Trades Disputes Act, that- an appeal 
against the decision ol arbitrary discharge lies with the Agent? 

(/) If the answers m parts {a) to (r) he in the a11irmati\e will 'lovern- 
ment he pleased to state wh.it action ha*- been taken or i^ intended to l.e 
taken against the Superintendent for not forwarding the, appeal against 
his decision of discharge to the Agent? 

Cut tn Pay t of Binders. Compositors, etc., in titl East Indt an Railway 

Press. 

1193 Mr. S. C. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that deductmn heimr made 
both from the pay of the ministerial as well as industrial employees of the 
East Indian Railway Press. Calcutta and TTowrah? 

(h) Ts it not a fact that the industrial employees >\u-h as compositors, 
distributors, hinders, etc., of Mie East Indian Railway Press, Calcutta and 
Howrah, are not allowed the privileges of closed holidays, bank holidays, 
and special earlv holidays like Armistice Day, like the employees of the 
ministerial staff in the same press? 

•fFor answer to this question. answer to un^terred question Nw Mil. 
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. (c) Is it not a fact that tbe industrial employees like the compositors 

of the East Indian Railway Press, Calcutta, are allowed only 13 days’ leave 
in a \ear under Aimexure (ii) whereas the ministerial staff enjoy more 
holidays under Aimexure (i)? 

(d) Is it not a fact that the earnings of the employees like compositors, 
binders, etc., have come down considerably owing to the stoppage of the 
overtime system in the said Press** 

(r) Is it not a fuel that under the new n vision of tin scab' oi pay, 
as has been introduced from the 1st of .November, 1030. the earning', of 
Hie industrial staff liki the hinders, compositors, cic . in the East Indian 
Railway Press, Calcutta and Howrah have decreased 113 is evinced from 
the fact that the binders who used to get Es. 42 per month before Nov¬ 
ember, 1930, now get Rs 30 and even that after 2 years? 

if) Ts it, nut a fact that the industrial employees like the Compositors, 
Hinders, etc., submitted a memorial to the Honourable Member so far 
back as 1 litli January 11*01 , stating that no consideration has been paid, 
at the tune oi lixmg the initial v\acres, to the lact that Ihe actual earnings 
wen* higher dunng the preceding twelve months and even m tlie past 
few' Mail’s than the nionllilv wages now mlroduced** 

({/) Is it not a fact- that, in the memorial dated the P2fli January, 1931. 
the memorialists submitted that tliev arc to work compulsorily for about 
17 lioiii'- nioje 1 I 1 ,iii wli.it they ({nl !)<■!'> 11 - tin 1st of November. 1930? 

(Ill If tin* .iiiswel’s lo parts (r|i 1.) (,/) b, Ill 11ll• aflimiafive will Covern- 
nient stair the reason** toi introdueing a cut 111 tin* pa\ oi the industrial 
employees life Hinder**. (’oiupoMtor**. etc . oi the East Indian Radway 
Press Calcutta and Howrah** 

Deim otions ruovi P\v or Indestriae Employees or the Evst Indian 
It A11 AN \ Y PliKsS. 

-191 Mr. S. C. Mitra: (</> Is if not a »ar t ill it th< dediu tioii in the |>a\ 
of the industrial hand** 111 the Kanchrapara Workshops Bombay. Baroda 
and Central India Kailway and in the South Indian Railway lias been 
stopped on the gmund of then* earnings being decreased considerably'* 

(M Tf the answer he in the .itlirni.itive. will (iiiwninicin In* j»I« is< d to 
state wbriber they contemplate to stop deduction m pay nl the industrial 
employees of the East Indian Kailway Press, Calcutta and Howrah on the 
same ground * li not, why not* 

^TRF.VflTII or Sri’EKYTsrNO VNT) Ol*ER\TI\(. STMT TN THE E\ST INDIAN 
Kviiavm Press Cvimita v\i> Hovvrvh 

10f». Mr. S. C. Mitra* (n) Is it not a fact that mu ~rr>ly to The 
wistwinvd Question \n 11*2 dated the 28th September, 1931 (regarding 
strength of supervising and operating staff in the East .Trahan Railway pres*. 
Calcutta and Howrah). Sir Alan Parsons stated tliai certain informa¬ 
tion had been called for fran Ihe Agent. East Indian Railway? 

(h) Is if not a fact that in reply to part (a' of the imstarred question 
No. 113. dated the 21ih September, 1931. Sir. Alan Parsons, stated that 
information had i>een called for from the Agent. East Indian Railway? 

+For answer to this question, *' answer to unstarred question No. 101. 

e 2 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[18th Mab. 1082. 

(c) If the answers to parts (a) land ( b ) be in the affirmative, will Govern* 
ment be pleased to furnish the House with this information? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: (a) and (b). Yes. 

(c) The information was supplied to the Honourable Member in the* 
Railway Board's letter No. 579-E. G., dated the 15th January, 1982, a 
copy of which is laid on the table. 


Letter from J. C. Hiohet, Esq., Director, Railway Board, to S. C. Mitra, Esq., 
Member, Legislative Assembly, No. 579-E. G., dated New Dkthi, the 16th- 
January, 1932. 

With reference to the replies given to your Question No. 112 and part (a) of question 
No. 113 m the Legislative Assembly on the 28th September, 1931, I am directed to com¬ 
municate the following information :— 

Question No, 112— 

(a) See reply to part ( q ). 

{b) No. 

(c) No. 

(d) No. 

(f) The post now designated ‘ Office Superintendent ’ was in 1926 designated ‘ Head 
Clerk \ 

A Press Mechanic was appointed to maintain the modern plant in working order to 
undertake potty repairs which wore formally undertaken by the Signal Workshops. 
The Workshop Accountant is not an employee of the East Indian Railway Press. 

Two compositors were fora tune employed for checking compositor’s worksheets. 
It has boon found unnecessary to continue this. 

(/) To provido the supervision requisite for moro offieient and more economical work¬ 
ing. 

(</) Statement is attached. 

Question No, 113 — 

(a) Roply is in the negative. 


East Indian Railway Press. 

Statement showing the strength of staff of certain categories ns it stood on 31st March, 192& 
and on 31st March , 1931. 


(a) Operative Staff 

— 





1920. 

1931. 

Compositors • 

• 





101 

88 

Distributors • 

• 


. 



22 

22 

Proof pullers • 

• 


- 



14 

13 

Maohmemon • 

• 


. 


. 

28 

20 

Irikracn Machine 

« 


. 



42 

30 

Pressmen • 

• 


. 


. 

11 

5 

Binders • • 

• 


• 


. 

. 185 

165 






Total 

. 403 

358 
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<6) Subordinate Technical Supervising Staff :— 

Overseer ........ 

Foremen ........ 

Section-holders ....... 

Clerk in Charge Machine ...... 

Assistant Foreman ....... 

Jemadars ........ 

Press Machine ...... 

Lithe Draftsman ....... 

Type Store Keeper ....... 

Stereo Plato Keeper ....... 

Total 

(c) Superior Supervising Staff 

Printing Superintendent. ...... 

Assistant Printing Superintendent .... 


1926. 1931. 

1 2 

4 4 

2 4 


6 4 

1 

1 

1 1 

1 1 

17 20 



Government Printing W ork placed with Private Presses. 

190. Mr. S. C. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that in reply to the unstarred 
question No. 103 of the 28th September, 1931 (regarding Government Print¬ 
ing Work placed with Private Presses) Mr. J. A. Shillidy stated that 
enquiries wxre being made? 

(b) If the answ r er be in the affirmative, will Government be pleased to 
state whether the enquiries have been linished by this time? If so, what 
is the result ol such enquiries? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: I propose to deal with questions 
Nos. 196 and 197 together. The enquiries promised by Mr. Shillidy were 
duly completed and their result was communicated to the Honourable 
Member in the demi-official letters from the Department of Industries 
and Labour, No. A -332, dated the 3rd and 6th October, 1931, copies of 
which were also placed in the Library of the Legislative Assembh. 

Payments made to Private Presses for Government Printing Work. 

tl97. Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Is it a fact that in reply to the unstarred 
question No. 104, dated 28th September, 1931 (regarding payments made 
to private presses for Government printing work) Mr. J. A Shillidy stated 
that information was being collected ? If so, will the Honourable Member 
be pleased to state the result of such enquiries? 

Deduction from Pay of Piece-rated Employees of the Government 
of India Press, Calcutta. 

198. Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it not a fact that 10 per cent, deduction 
is being made both from the pin of the salaried staff and from the earnings 
of the piece-rated employees of the Government of India Press, Calcutta? 

(6) Is it not a fact that the daily or piece-rated employees of the Gov¬ 
ernment of India Press, Calcutta, are paid on the principle of “no w'ork, no 
pay” and “pay according to the outturn’’? 

tFor answer to this question, see answer to unstarred question No. 196. 
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(c) Ik it not .« met that Hit' piece-rated employees of tlie Government 
of India Pres*, Calcutta, are not, allowed the privileges of holidays on the 
bank-closing days, Sundays, etc., like the salaried staff? 

(d) Is it not a fact that the salaried employees of the Government of 
India Press, Calcutta, are made permanent under a regular systematic rule, 
whereas there is no rule for making the temporary piece-rated employees 
permanent? 

(e) Is it a fact that whenever any reduction has been made in the estab¬ 
lishment of the (lo\eminent of India Press, Calcutta, the axe fell heavily 
on the piece-rated employees? 

(P» Do the wages of the d.ulv or piece-rated employees come under the 
definition of pay as given in the Fundamental Pules 9 ( 21 )(a)? 

(0) if the answers to parts (a), (b) and (<•) be m the affirmative, will 
Government he pleased to state tin* reasons ior introducing a cut m the 
earnings of the piece-rated employees on the p-aiue basis as in the pay of 
the salaried staff? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: (</) ^es 

(b) Tin IV aiv no du'lv paid employees in the Government »f India 
Press, Calcutta The piece-workers in that press are ordinarily mud on 
the basis of their outturn hut the principles mentioned are not strictly 
applied as the 1111*11 are given leave with pay 

(c) Piece-rated emplovees <,f the lioverninent of India Press. Calcutta, 
like the salaried staff are allowed Sundays and ga/ettod holidays aeeord- 
ing to the list published annuallv in tin Calcutta Ga/ttle 

(d) Tin tr ui'-fer to the pinuamnt establishment is governed hy definite 
rules both in the ease ul salaried hands and piece-workers in the Calcutta 
Press 

{n As piece-workers constitute the majority oi the establishment in the 
press, any largt rediction probably has effected them seriously , hut no 
such reduction has recently been made 

(f) Xot, unless specially classed as ‘pav * hy the Governor General m 
Council. 

(<j 1 The (jiicstion whether the piece-workers m the Government of India 
presses should he subjected to the emergency pav cut of ten per cent is 
being considered bv Government 


Deduction from Pay of Piece-hated Employees of the Government 
of India Press, Calcutta. 

199. Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it not a fact that the earnings of the 
piece-rated employees of the Government of India Press, Calcutta, have 
been adversely affected owing to the stoppage of payment for the tiffin 
period ? 

(b) Is it not a fact that the earnings of the piece-rated employees of 
the Government of India Press, Calcutta, have further been decreased in 
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comparison with their previous earning to a considerable extent on account 
of the abolition of the overtime system? 

(r) Is it not a fact that the deduction in the earnings of the industrial 
workers of llio Kanchrapara Workshop, Bengal, Bombay, Baroda and 
Central India Railway and the South Indian Railway, has been stopped on 
the ground of their earnings being decreased considerably? 

(d) If the answers to parts (a) to (c) be in the affirmative, will Gov¬ 
ernment be pleased to stale whether they contemplate to stop deduction 
in the earnings of the piece-rated employees of the Government of India 
Press Calcutta? If not, win not? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: (a) The stoppage of payment lor 
meal mtcry.ils nn<»lyrd a deduction jn the earnings But it was introduced 
at a time whin Gowimncnt were granting concessions to the piece-workers 
in other duvet ions which m the aggregate were estimated to involve the 
disbursement ni imieh larger siiii> than had formerly been paid for thu 
mien.iU Siil)>c*(jurnt Iv petit 101^ were received in which piece-workers 
asserted that the < hunger math taken together, had operated to their dis- 
ady ant age. ■mil. after evammation of the ease further concessions were 
given l>\ Guy eminent in BM) 

(hi I .iin not (lear as to what the Honourable Member means by the 
’ abolition of the overtime system If lie will *q>ucify precisely the orders 
to which it- refers I shall have enquiries made. 

P) I asMimt the Honourable Member is ivf« rring to the ttiuporary 

cut in pay In applying this cut special consideration has been shown to 

empolyei- ,n Railway Workshops yyhose normal gross earnings have been 
reduced on account of the imposition of short time working. In their case 
tin* aggregah* nt the deduction on account of tin’ temporary cut in pav 
and for short time working is not allowed to exceed their normal yyages 
for hours and no deduction on account of the cut m pay is made if 
the definition for short tune working is equal to or exceeds the normal 
wages lor hours 

( d ) Does not arise 

Examination of Apprentices in ttte Rifle Factory at Isuapore. 

•goo Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Will Government please place on the table a copy 
of the communication from the Director of Ordnance Factories ana 

Muimfaelur**. Vo gog.'W |M G D dated the, 22 nd January, 10 ,‘V 2 , regarding 

arrangements for examinations of all apprentices—student and trade— in 
the Rifle Factory at Ishapore 0 

Mr. Gk M. Young: A eopv of the letter and enclosure is reproduced 
below' 


Letter No. 202,1!) (M. G. 1). dated the '22nd January, 10,12. from the Staff Captain to the 
Director of Ordnance Factories and Manufacture, to the Secretary, Public Sendee Com¬ 
mission. 

I have the honour to forward for the information of Sir Ross Barker a ropy of the 
syllabus for Ordnance Factories apprentices, with reference to Army Department Notifi¬ 
cation No. 560, dated the 19th September, 1931. 
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Rules and Regulations for the rccruitmtnt of apprentices for training inOrdnance Factories. 

The candidates must possess an eleineniary knowledge of Dynamics, Statics, 
Mathematics up to Quadratic Equations, Elementary Trigonometry and Physics. 

Tho education standard which will satisfy Ordnance Factories when the candidates 
are examined by the Public Service Commission, is detailed below :— 

Mathematics — 

Algebra for Beginners, by Todhuntor and Loney, 1920 Edition, up to Chaptor 22 
together with Chapter 24. 

Trigonometry — 

Plane Trigonometry, Part 1, by Lonoy, 1920 Edition, up to and including paragraph 
60, Chapter 4. 

Physics by Rajanikanta De~ 1925 Edition. 

(o) Part I.—General Physics, complete book. 

7C Part II.—Sound, Chapters 1 and 2. 

(c) Part III. —Heat, whole book. 

(d) Port IV.—Light, Chapters 1, 2, 4 and 6. 

(e) Parts VandVI.—Magnetism and Electricity up to and including Chapter 12. 

Note. —It is considered thut sufficient elementary Dynamics and Statics is con¬ 
tained in Part 1—General Physics above. 


Petition from Apprentices in the Rifle Factory at Ishapore. 

201. Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that Mr. A. W. Connolly, the 
Officiating Superintendent of the Rifle Factory at Ishapore, had made 
an announcement to the apprentices of that Factory on the 26th February, 
1932, that the theoretical and laboratory classes for the apprentices in 
that Factory would be shut down with effect from the 1st April, 1932? 

(6) Is it a fact that the apprentices of the Rifle Factory at Ishapore 
have made a joint petition to the officiating Superintendent of that 
Factory on the 3rd March, 1932, in which they have stated how cloudy 
are their future prospects and how valueless their certificates will be 
under the new scheme? If so, will Government be pleased to state what 
action they propose to take on their petition? 

(c) Do Government propose to redress the grievances of the apprentices? 
If not, why not? 

Mr. G. M. Young: Inquiries are being made and a reply will be laid 
on the table in due course. 


STATEMENT LAID ON TEE TABLE. 

Report on the* Howard-Nixon Memorandum regarding Financial 
Questions arising out of the Separation of Burma from India. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member): Sir, I beg 
to lay on the table the Report by the Standing Finance Committee on the 
Howard-Nixon Memorandum regarding financial questions arising out of 
the proposed separation of Burma from India. 
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JReport by the Standing Finance Committee on the Howard-Nixon Memoran¬ 
dum regarding financial questions arising out of the proposed separation 
of Burma from India. 


The Burma Sub-Committee of the Round Table Conference, 1930 re¬ 
commended that the financial consequences of a separation of Burma from 
India should be thoroughly explored by experts of the two Governments, 
and that tin* statements prepared by these experts should be laid before 
the Stand’ll" .Finance Committees of the Indian Legislative Assembly and 
the Burma Legislative Council respectively. A Memorandum on the sub¬ 
ject. was prepared by Sir Henry Howard, K.C.I.E., C.S.J., on behalf of 
Burma, and Mr. .1 C Nixon, 1 C S , on behalf of India. 

2. In the first, place, the Committee recorded that its consent to take 
the Memorandum into consideration implied no expression of any views 
on the merits of the question of separation as such. It merely discussed 
the financial consequence s which would ensue if Burma were separated 
from India. 

3. The Committee has ielt some difficulty in performing the task allotted 
to it owing to the highly technical nature of many of the issues which are 
mvohcd. For this reason and also because it lias had no opportunity of 
hearing arguments on the other side it has been reluctant to express final 
views. Moreover it strongly supports the view expressed by the Govern¬ 
ment. oi India m their despatch on Constitutional Reforms of September 
20, 1020, that the main issues should be submitted to an Arbitral Tribunal. 

The Committee wishes its expressions in this report to be interpreted 
m the light of the foregoing observations Such expressions must be 
regarded essentially as advice to the Government of India as to the manner 
in which the case should he argued from the Indian side, and not necessarily 
ns indicating that this Committee would not. consider acceptable any other 
solutions than those which it has indicated. 

4. Currency (paragraphs b—17).—The Committee was generally of opinion 
that it would be to the mutual advantage of both countries for Burma to 
retain the same currency as India. Certain members considered that until 
Burma bad discharged all its debt to India, India should have the right to 
insist on Burma’s not changing its currency system. The Committee pre¬ 
ferred not to express an opinion on the three alternative methods suggested 
in paragraph 0 for the management of Indian Currency in Burma, as it 
anticipated that a Central Bank would have been established before the 
issue arose. Certain members thought however that, if a choice had to be 
made, then the agency of the Imperial Bank of India wrould be the best. 
The Committee preferred not to express a final opinion as to whether 
Burma (ride paragraph 8) should or should not be left responsible for its 
own sterling remittance arrangements, the essential point being that Indi3 
should be safeguarded against- its own financial or currency position being 
weakened by the conduct of finance in Burma. 

The Committee agreed that if Burma retained the use of Indian 
currency, it should be permitted to participate in an Indian State or Central 
Bank when instituted. The Committee considered that the conditions 
proposed in paragraph 10 in case Burma continued to remain within the 
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Indian currency system were suitable and sufficient from India’s point of 
view. As the Committee had not contemplated Burma’s introducing its 
own currency, it expressed no opinion in regard to the circumstances (given 
in paragraphs 12—17) which should accompany any such contingency. It 
held however that Burma would lm\e to gi\e India adequate notice of any 
such intention, the period of notice to depend on the circumstances at the 
time. 

5. Public Debt (paragraphs 18—49) -The Committer was of opinion 
that, assuming piesent conditions to continue, rupee and sterling obliga¬ 
tions and \nines should be comerted at the rate of Ls*. (»</. to the rupee. 
It considered that the Government oi India should reserve the right to 
require Burma to (list barge a proper part ot its liabilities to India in 
sterling in London. 

t>. The Committee agreed [nth paragraph 27 ) that “allocated" debt 
liabilities, / c . liabilities referable to particular assets, should bo appor¬ 
tioned between India and Burma according to *hi location of the corre¬ 
sponding assets It rejected unconditionally Sir Henry Howard's conten¬ 
tion (contained in Annexniv F) that the liability exhibited m the public 
accounts as allocated to "Railways should he increased hv about IN 39 
crores representing the amount of specific “railvvav debt” already redeemed. 
The Committee also accepted tile view (paragraph 28) that Purina should 
become directh responsible for certain debt liabilities referable geographi¬ 
cally to Burma 

7 In regard to the “unallnraUd" debt amounting mi .‘list' March, 
1930 to IN. 220 crores, the Committee agreed that India should assume 
liability for the sum shown in the public account^ as due to the construe 
tion of New Delhi (Annextire G and para 33) It observed however that 
India would be theoretically justified m demanding that an adjustment 
should he made at valuation instead of on cost figure 1 - For the somewhat 
similar item involved in the Bombay Military Lands Scheme the Com¬ 
mittee held that India should press for an adjustment at valuation and not 
at eost Thi attitude of tlu Government of India in regard to both these 
items should however he dependent on sutisfaetorv solutions being come to 
in regard to other parts of the settlement. 

8 The Committee* was not in a position to arrive at any definite con¬ 
clusion the question whether it is possible (vide paragraph 30) to make 
a historic analysis of the elements composing the public debt m order to 
calculate Burma’s liability to India in the matter of so-called “unproduc¬ 
tive/’ debt. If it were proved that such an analysis (which many mem¬ 
bers would otherwise favour) is impossible, the Committee agreed that a 
composition on the lines set out in the Memorandum appeared to be the 
only possible course A settlement on this question, as indeed on a num¬ 
ber of other important questions, should be dependent on thr settlement 
as a whole being on satisfactory lines. 

9 On the assumption expressed in the last paragraph, the Committee 
approved of the plan proposed in the Memorandum for dividing the re¬ 
maining “unallocated’’ debt (paragraphs 3f>—38). For the purpose of 
calculating the ratio it held that figures for Thathoirieda and Capitation 
Tax should not be excluded (Annexure I). The Committee considered 
however that India could press for the elimination of figures for opium 

*Mr B. Ritaramaraju wanted it recorded that ho thought that a historical 
analysis was possible. 
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receipts, but in that case it agreed that there was force in Sir Henry 
Howard’s claim to have Excise receipts in Burma adjusted. As the 
margin shown m para. 7, Annexure I ot the Memorandum between these 
relaii\e eoiit«-n{ions was small the Committee thought that the Govem- 
jut'iii of Jndm should he prepared to accept a compromise on the point. 

10 The Committee accepted the suggested manner of calculating the 
rate ul mteiesf pixahle bv Burma on its dehi to India (paragraphs 42—44 
and Amiexmvs K and L) It hold emphatiealh that Burma's debt 
ebarcus to tin- Cm\uinment ot India should m the Act of St partition be 
mad(‘ a statutory fiisi < barge on the revenues of Burma It was nut 
prepared to recon.ncmd ilie suggested repayment of principal at the rate 
of one cron* a v ear .is adequate As a general principle it considered that, 
flu figure should be Ijm d m relation to the benefit which the revenues of 
Burm.i would receive on reparation, having regard to the rates of taxation 
prevailing at tin. tunc 

11 Pensions. —The Committee remarked tint it would la convenient 
t«> both Government', it the lialalitv for old Farnih Pension Funds 
(AniieMiie -I e.»idd h" capitalist d nrir] advoeil tin Government of India 
to i.m’Mie the matter and athmpt to find a sufficientIv acemato basis for 
tlie purport It la-id th< same view in regard to the other pensionary 
lial.ilitu •> winch aceord'ng to the proposals would have to be shared, 
and i i« < 11111,1 nd d tli.it the Government of India slmul l explore the praeti 
cahd.tv ni a r. asonal.lv ae< urate manner of capitalising these aNo 

12 'I he I'oiimiiHet s| rough supported tin* Mew express, »d h\ Mr. 
Niv'aii in par.igrapli TO of tin Memorandum m regard to Burma’s full 
Imbiiilv tor ‘* iivi pi n-imis 

!•*» The Committee supported also tin corresponding claim on Burma 
(paragraph 78» m tin matter of “part named ’ pension- It considered 
the suggestion of Mr Nixon m paragraphs 78—81 of the Memorandum that 
tins i Ianu ot India on Burm.i should he set off against Burma’s claim on 
India for a share of the general immovable property of the Government of 
India ‘.■uiatid outside Burma The Gnmmittei considered that the case 
on behalf ot India shouki !»•* argued on the follow mg lines All transac¬ 
tions financed in the past from revenue resources or such like and carry¬ 
ing no preseni liabilities should be regarded as finally closed. The Gov¬ 
ernment of India in the past has been respnnsihV tor weighing the various 
claims arising against tin ]omt revenues of India and Burma and for 
upplvmg these lairlv and in the mtercsts of India and Burma as a whole. 
In tins view, Buima would have no claim on India for a share in these 
assets If this is so. then the claim of India on Burma for part-earned 
pensions aiimiinting to something like IN -14 crores to Its .*>4 < rores would 
have no specific counterclaim to balance it and should he taken into account 
iu the general settlement. 

14. Leave credits (paragraph 8*0--The Committee considered that 
India should formulate a specific claim against Burma for unexpended 
leave credits carried over b\ the joint staff at the time of separation. 

la Military charges (paragraphs 117—120).—It is of course accepted 
that Burma must hear the cost of am military garrison to be maintained 
in Burma and that this garrison must, he maintained at- sufficient strength 
to provide for all the normal requirements of Burma The Committee 
particularly having regard to the uncertainty as to the future constitu 
tional position in the matter of the defence of India, did not feel able to 
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make any final recommendation on the wider issue as to whether beyond 
this Burma ought to contribute to the general cost of the Army to bo 
maintained in India, but it recognised that there might be grounds on 
which such a contribution might be demanded. 

16. Tariffs (paragraph 124).—The Committee was of opinion that the 
two countries would find it to their mutual advantage to preserve free 
trade between each other m all indigenous articles and products, subject 
to the observation that it is understood that India would in the future 
replace by import, duties the existing excise duties on such part of Burma's 
production of articles at present excisable, such as oils and silver, as may 
be consumed in India. 

17. Other matters. —Consistent with their other views, the Committee 
considered that the general fraction determining the division of ‘ unpro¬ 
ductive” debt and pensionary liabilities should govern the apportionment 
of reparation receipts (paragraph 116) and of the payment on account of 
the British Navy (paragraph 121). 

GEORGE SCHUSTER. 

G. MORGAN. 

B. SIT ARAM ARAJU. 

H ARBI LAS SA11DA * 

R S SARMA. 

ARTHUR MOORE 

ABDUL QA1YUM. 

S C. MUKHEEJEE. 

ZIAUDDIN AHMAD. 

MUHAMMAD MUAZZAM. 

S. R. PANDIT. 

JAG AN NATH AGGARWAL.* 

HARBANS’ SINGH. 

GAYA PE ASAD SINGH.* 

S. G. JOG. 


* Subject to a separate note. 


New Delhi; 

The 3rd March , 1932. 



STATEMENT LAID ON THE TABLE. 


Note. 

As to paragraph 8, we are not at all satisfied with the way in which 
the question of the allocation of the so-called “Unproductive” debt be¬ 
tween India and Burma has been settled. It is based on the assumption 
that it is not possible to have a historic analysis of the elements composing 
this unproductive debt or to prepare a debtor and creditor account between 
India and Burma from the earliest years. We quite realise that a strict- 
creditor and debtor account may not be available, but some of the out¬ 
standing features can give sufficient data for an approximate calculation. 
It is possible, for example, to estimate the cost of the 3 Burmese Wars 
which was borne by the Indian Exchequer, and an approximate idea of 
the same is given in the “note of the Financial Transaction between India 
and Burma” appended to the report prepared by Mr. Nixon. According 
to this note, the cost of the first Burmese War was between five and 
fifteen million pounds, the second Burmese War about one million pounds, 
and the third Burmese War between four to six crores of rupees. It will 
be possible for an arbitral tribunal to arrive at a satisfactory figure between 
these various extremes. As the Indian Exchequer has borne the cost of 
all wars waged by the East India Company or the Indian Government in 
India and sometimes even outside India it is only fair that the Burma should 
bear this part of the burden. Next it must be remembered that Burma 
must have been a deficit Province for a large number of years and its 
Railways had been running at a loss till recently, an attempt should be 
made to find out to what extent the Indian Exchequer has contributed 
to the financial position of Burma. 

2 As to paragraph 15, we would like to add that- the present strength 
of the Army in India is based on the need of protecting the land frontiers 
of the country as also for maintaining internal security. If Burma with 
its large land frontier and its wide area were to cut itself away from 
India, there must be a contribution by Burma towards maintaining the 
present- strength of the Army, or, the strength of the Army should be 
proportionately reduced. It cannot be maintained that the Army should 
continue at its present strength and the component parts of the Empire 
should he at liberty to cut themselves off from it. This will be placing a 
premium on separation. We do not think it necessary to go into any 
greater detail about the various other questions raised in the memorandum 
and about which final conclusions for reasons mentioned therein have not 
been arrived at. 

HARBILAR SARDA 

JAGANNATH AGGARWAL. 

GAYA PRASAD SINGH 


STATEMENT OF BUSINESS 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Leader of the House): With your 
permission, Sir, I desire to make a statement as to the probable course 
of Government business in the week beginning March, the 21st, Monday, 
the 21st and Tuesday, the 22nd, being gazetted holidays, the House will 
not sit The Holism will sit for the transaction of Government business 
on Wednesday, the *23rd and Thursday, the 24th. The first business on 
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[Sir George Haim 1 

Wednesday. the 23nl will be (he elections to tlie Standing Finance Com¬ 
mittee and Ihe Standing Committee on Fmigration We shall then pro¬ 
ceed with the Legislative programme in the order mdiealed below: 

(1) A motion for leave to introduce a Bill to establish a Medical Coun¬ 
cil in India and to provide for tIn 1 maintenance of a British Indian Medical 
JhYglster It is hoped on a later date in the Session to make a motion that 
tins Bill In* referred to a Select Committee 

(2) Motions to take into eonsjdei.ition and pass the Bill to extend the 
operation of the Salt ( \ddition.il Import Duty) Act, 19.'11 

(3) Completion of the consideration to he followed by a motion for 
passing, the Bill to supplement tin* Bengal Criminal Law Amendment 
Act, 1930. as reported by the Select Commiltee 

(-B Motions i*i take into consideration and pass tin Bill to provide 

against the publication ot statements likely to promote unfriendly relations 
between His Map^u’s Government and the Government- of Foreign 
Spates, as reported h\ the Select Cnmimttcf 

(a) Motions to taki eonsidt 1 ration and pass the lijJl to provide lor the 

fostering and development of the sugar industry in Bntisli India, as 
reported by the Soil'd Committee 

((>) Motions to lake into consideration and pass the Bill to provide for 
the admuusti.ition and dis< ipiinr »»1 the Indian Air Lone as reported by 
tin Select Commiltee 

(7) Motions to tale mio e aisideratmil and tin Bill In provid- 

funds to enable (iovenuneiu to coniima wireless hro.ide istme m India. 

(Sj Motions to tala min i <msider.it ion and j»as> tin Bill i-» xabdal** 

certain suits relating to public matters, as pass* d b\ the Conned ot State. 

(9/ Motion- to take into , onsidi rat >on and pas- the B>l! luither to 
amend (he (\>dt <>i C’vl Procedun 190S, tor uteri am pnn»>>>« , as pass* ,] 
by the Council of State 

(III) Motion to take 'n?-' i onsidt ration the amendment- toad, hv the 
Council ot Slate in tla Bill to delnie and ■mend tile law relating to 
partnership. 

(11) Motions to refer to Select- Committee 

(0 Tin Indum M* n li.ait Shipp'iiir ! \nn li.uc* m ’ Bill 
(ii) The T< a l)isincts Immigrant Bahoiii I * ■ I! 

(in) The Indian Medical Council Bill 

The other items oi husiin -s outstanding an a lies.<i 11 • i.-n m tin ii.unc 
of Sir Joseph Bliore in connection wuli the Load Bund, and a motion by 
bar Ceorge Schuster to lake into consideration the L’< port <1 the Standing 
Finance Committee on the Jlowani-\ixon Deport 

On Thursdav. the 21th. tin Home, after completing tin flection to 
(1) the Public Accounts Commiltee, and (2) the h’ailwav Standing Finance 
Committee, will proceed with the business entered on the Agenda Paper 
of the previous dav and not concluded on that day 

Friday and ttnturdav, the 2.7th and 20th March, being gazetted hob- 
days, the House will not sit. 
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T desire, ftir, at this stage* to intimate that in the event of the afore¬ 
mentioned business not being completed bv the evening of the 24 th 
March, we shall desire \mi to make a direction that the House shall sit 
in the week beginning (hr 28th March Monday, (he 28th March, being 
a gazetted holiday We shall ask for \our dirccliuii. Sir tha( the House 
shall sit on Ihiesdav, the 2t)1 b Wednesday, the 30th and Thursday, the 31 st 
March We ha\e every hope, Sir, that Ihe business ot the session will be 
concluded by lha( date, hut should we he disappointed Jt will be necessary 
tor us to mo\e you to make a further direction 


election ok mkmp.els to tiik imt.lic \ccokxts 

COMMITTEE 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster f Finance Member) Sir, 1 beg to 

1 1 io\ e 

“Tlmt tin in.ii ofTit ud Mcml>* r*. »»f tin A****! iuLi\ <lr ] 'mid to i o i n, tl r ixai m t 
required hy mil* ‘*1 of ih* Indian L«trihlutiw Hide*- tmu Min.Di- to I* Mtrnl<i>- ij the 
Cnjcimttce on PuMn .\e« owiils i a place ot Mi S ( Mitj« Knutwii Hu m 1‘i ei All 
Khun, Mi 'I' X ihuuakiKhij.i lie ddi end Kac> li.d.aiiiu M ( ftuiuh. \\lio)iu\e retired 
in tin ordum < « 1 1 {> si>l» : nit tlioltla sum* tuli 

'I ht mol a hi w ,is adopted 

Mr. President: I h i\ t<> inform the Assembly tiiat lor the purpose 
"I elec t |i in <-I Memhi r- In till* Public Account** Committee lilt' Assembly 
Ollteo will b, "pro '' 11 ( Ma\i• iionnn itams up in 12 noon on Monday, the 
2M Mareii and 11 wit tin election it n ce*-sar\ wdl t .ke pl.iec in this 
Oh.imU v '-ii 1 hiiisii.iy tin 24llt Man-h, 1002 Tin ••lection will In con- 
dmteil hi .if* onhmi'i -tit the (inneiph f»{ propm i imial i\ present.it ion by 
111 * all- "t tin* * IllL c tl*!.llsfer dili \'<li 


THE GENE UAL DEDGET- -LIST OK DEMANDS —< uni,l 
I >i m \ %i» X- 2s IM c rl t\ l CorNcn— r>uv'hi 

Mr. President (Tin Honourable S.r 11 »r.,hm* lialnmioola) P>.-fore 
Liking up turtle r consideration <>f Demand-- for Grants, the Cluiir would 
hke t" ini'Tiii Hountirab! ■ Members that m aceo»*dam c with the arrange 
1 m<• 111 \» Inch was agreed to h\ the House the first tour chi\s ha\e been 
oeettpied witli token inoti<»n^ mtended h»r the purpose «>t censure The 
remaining iw<» da\s tod.iv md lomorrow have been reserved for ecoriOiriv 
cuts and the Chair holds in it*- hands a long M of agreed motions which 
are to Im put l»etor** the Home tor the purpose of effecting economy. 
Tn fh.it IM ihe Chair unfae*- a motion No 22 which is obviously a token 
cut for the purpose of censure According to the .irr.mgemenf agreed to 
no token cuts can he taken im during these fwo da\s The Chair bow¬ 
ser wishes to inform lTmiourahl. Member*- that if it is tin unanimous 
desire of the House that the original arrangement arrived at should be 
varied to that extent and lhat ihe Chair should allow one more mien cut 
tn lie discussed toda\. as the first motion in continuation of tlw first 
four da\s- then tin* Chair will raise no objection to such modification of 
the original arrangement, and would call upon the Honourable Member. 
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Mr. B. Das, to move his token cut. The Chair would like to ask Honour* 
able Members to state whether they desire such modification of the 
original arrangement. 

Several Honourable Members: No, no. 

Mr. President: Then it cannot be moved. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division: Non-Muhammadan): May I inquire if it 
will come up in its order? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Kahimtoola): Even then 
it is a token cut and is in conflict with the arrangement arrived 
at. I should like to inform the Honourable Member that the 
Chair could have refused to allow any further token cuts as not 
being in consonance with the arrangement previously arrived at, but 
the Chair did not wish to do so. The Chair wanted to give the House an 
opportunity of modifying the arrangement and to take up the Honourable 
Member’s token cut now, but the House wishes to adhere to the arrange¬ 
ment which it unanimously arrived at, and the Chair cannot theiefore 
help the Honourable Member. 

Mr. B. Das: Sir. may 1 point out that a majority of the House, in¬ 
cluding ihe Government side, ilie Nationalist Part\ and the Independent 
Part\ are agreeable to it? 

Mr. President: The Chair has put the matter to the House and it ’S 
clear that the House is not practically unanimous in favour of the proposed 
modification. 

The question is 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 84,800 he granted to the (Sovemor Oeneral in Council 
to dofray the charges winch will come in course of payment during the year ending the 3lBt 
day of March, 1932, in respect of ‘ Executive Council 

The motion was adopted 

Demand No 16—Customs. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member) • Sir, I beg 
to move: 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 60.34,000 he granted to the (iovernor General in 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of pa> mem during t he year onding 
the 31st day of March, 1932, in respect of ‘ Customs V* 

Insufficient Economy effected by Government under Customs. 

Sir Abdur Rahim (Calcutta and Suburbs: Muhammadan Urban): Sir, 

I move: 

“ That the Demand under the head “ Customs ” he reduced hv Rs. 6.57,000 *\ 

In moving thi« economy cut, I wish to state certain general considera¬ 
tions which apply not only to this motion, hut also to the other motions 
that will follow. The amount that is mentioned here is the difference 
between the amount of economy recommended by the General Purposes 
Sub-committee and the amount accepted by the Government hitherto. The 
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general position, Sir, so far as the proposals of economy are concerned, is 
this. The Genera! Purposes Committee appointed to deal with the civil 
departments recommended, according to the summary given by the Gov¬ 
ernment at page 77, a sum of Ks. 4,11,09,000; and the amount which the 
Government have so far been able to accept w Its. 2,48,97,000. or nearly 
2A croivs There is thus a gap of 11s. 1,02,12,000. The total economy 
cuts effected In the Government both under the. heads retrenchment and 
cut* in pay in the civil and military departments amount to 

Bs 1 l ,0.1,00,OOO Sr► fur the economies that the (lo\ernment piopo-e to 
effect both m tin civil end in the mdilarv departments are a "rent advance 
upon w li.it they thought wus possible .it this time lust year. At tie- tine 
hist y ejir the Government thought that it would not be possible to nccej > » 
eut or to effect economies even to the extent oi 2 erores, and the Hom-e 
will rememher \n lint a struggle there w.i** between this side oi t l • H i- 
and the Govcrnmeiii Henrhes on thi^ point Sir we fe» ! lliat the Gov- 
erumeut li.ive been ,il>le to mKfinn m the mutter of eeononi\ to fairly 
Slllistiilltul extent but v\'e also feel.- at 'le.ist all the non-oHiei. ! groups 
including tin 1 I-’uiMpean Gump—tb.it there is room for further economy 
botli «in the i ml and on the mditar, *■ de mo.i on tic mihtarv tb.-.n on the 
n\d, n.it til.i 1 fx. bet JIM 1 tlie Md.t.irv Glide* t is the milch he.iv er Glide* t 
r rbe Honour,ibli tin I'iimii'v Membei lias fohl tin Hou-»e innre than once 
with emph.isK that lie is pit pared to go on pursii'iig all possibilities of 
further eet.nopiv aed w d! u*>t »vst s.itisijod until e\er\th ng ha-* 1 m en done 
that is p,is^|)|t oi that coniu'tion Sn w. .'ceept that assurance All 
that w\ are s ( . ( .kmg at present is not to make up the deficiency tint there 

mi cording to tin eommittei s prjpnsab .md according to whit is the 
d< Mi.uni ->t this side oi the Hmi-i h.i\ ng regard to hat has lieeu done so 
far l»v the Go'.emmint hivaiis.-t hr .minimi <* IH hiklis is tli«* total animmt 
of ei oUoii.ii s ulncli could be effected I all tin amounts that are on the 
agenda ,nt ,e ci pteil b\ th. <h o eminent Th,.t amounts only to IS lakhs. 
It Is 1.0 short I veil . 1 * the dlfhrcll"i liet W cell till proposals ot tin Geinral 
1’urposCs Suh-t 'oliiliuttce and ill* leeept.mces o| till < ’«< o eminent The 
dilferenc* is, as I ha\r said lf>2l laklw, Ion as the House is aware, it is 
not possible tor is to make up tin total amount as a good portion of the 
Glide* t is iii>ii-\i>ted Therefore, we ha\i t*• be s ,tl-f*, d w tli moving muIi 
motion* as are permissible witlnn the hunts of the voted grants under the 
d' tier ait heads Tin re fore if we succeed m e. inning this motion and other 
similar motions that arc on the list wi shall only In able to effect eco¬ 
nomies to tiie e\i< ul nt 48 bikhs and no more, and there is another difficulty 
in which we are placed b\ reason of the tact that portions oi the Demands 
in till 1 Gadget are voted and othei portions are non-\oted. that is. to s ;t \. 
we cannot m most eases lav our finger on the particular activities or the 
personnel which m our opinion ought to Ik* retrenched AVc have therefore 
to make ji lump cut of the highest figure that is available and leave it to 
the Government to distribute the economies in the best wav possible 
according to the rcconimendations made by the different Sub-Committees 

I have mentioned that at tins time lust- vear Government were not 
prepared even to reduce the Gadget by the verv moderate demand that wc 
made at the time; our demand then was nccessarilv moderate, because we 
had not au opportunity of studying the Budget, v\i> have been able to do 
that now in the various sub-committees; nnd the Government themselves 
had not- been able to go into the question in the manner in which ue have 
been able to do under the advice and direction* of the Government The 

C 
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financial position of the Government has been getting steadily worse for 
some time past. When the General Purposes Rub-Committee and the 
other Sub-Committccg sat, the financial position was very acute and we 
were advised by the Honourable the Finance Member, who himself is the 
Chairman of the main Retrenchment Committee, that we should effect as 
much economy as was possible. He was also good enough to give us a 
rough estimate of what he thought was possible in the Demands under 
the purview of the General Purposes Sub-Committee; and I take it that he 
gave similar estimaten to other Sub-Committees. We went to work on 
that basis, and as 1 have informed the House, our Committee went as 
carefully as they could upon the materials and evidence at our disposal, 
through all the different items of expenditure, and we came to certain 
conclusions which are embodied in the two reports, and we also gave th6 
Honourable the Finance Member our recommendations as regards the 
Foreign and Political Department, with respect to which we have not been 
able to complete our report so far The General Purposes Sub-Committee, 
for which I am in a special position to speak, consisted of members selected 
from all parts of the House, and also an Honourable Member of the 
Council of State and further of two distinguished public men from outside, 
the late Air. K C Roy who had special experience of the working of the 
various departments* of the Government of India and a ver\ intimate 
knowledge* of the composition and histnrx of those departments and 
Mr A E'incaswami Iyengar, who was a Member of this House some time 
ago and who is well known as a politician of distinction Business 
experience was ver\ well represented h\ the Honourable Tlai Bahadur Lala 
lbun Sarnn Das who carrier on a large huMne'-s in tin* Punjab and else¬ 
where and Mr Ramsux Scott, a member of the European Group. We 
had also the advantage of at least two gentlemen with cxperii nee of ad¬ 
ministration in the prnv nees, Dnvan Bahadur Harhilas Sarda and Khan 
Bahadur Wilavit ullah Th< n we had n !*■*'> as our co!l< ague- m\ friends 
Mr. S C Alitra and Mian Shah Nawaz 1 max **u\ that the Honour¬ 
able the Finance Member xvill be surprised to le.im that some <>t these 
ger 4 lemcii lv'1 • ’lVmiati a l'Pnx\ h d*/.. of the oflieial arrangements m the 
Government of Tnd a as anv offici d lemself And l.ist, hut- not lea^. we 
bad the advantage o f having a^ one oj our members. Mr Nixon, a re- 
precpntntm* of tlie Finance Department and I max tell the House that 
Air Nixon is a mm who ,ihuiu speaks out phonlx hn views and lie gave 
us .■ great deal of information on the ^uhieef^ of mir inquiry Tie did not 
min' e words in representing the official views and what the officials consi 
dered to hi* their difficulties with respect to certain reeomuieudal ions that 
we might make We had of course to examine official witnesses, 
represent at .VC'S of departments, and one or two numbers of the public who 
had experience of certain departments and wlm were in a special position 
to Hponk of them,—men like Sir Chunilal Mehta for instance Sir, the 
conviction that was forced upon ns after our inquire w.k that in most 
departments there xxn* over staffing and that there was considerable mom 
for retrenchment of staff without in anv wav impairing the efficiency of 
the departments, and that exactly corresponds with the general impression 
of the public, not only the Indian but the European public as well, as to 
the composition of the departments of the Government of India. Mv 
friend on the other side said that there are certain phrases eurrent such as 
the administration is top-h^r.vx and phrases of like character. These phrases 
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are not without meaning. This is still the conviction of every one on this 
side of the House, and I shall be very much surprised if that is not al&o 
the opinion of many officials themselves, that the departments are in many 
case* top-heavy. 

Now, Sir, our investigations disclosed that the general impression that 
prevails in the country is thoroughly well founded, and if we have made 
proposals lor retrenchment, we have done so with the full knowledge and 
consciousness of our responsibility in the matter, c\cn though we are non- 
otticials, fully aware of the responsibility that rented upon us not to make 
recommendations which would in any way impair the effieiriiev of the 
working of the \arious departments of the Government of India. All our 
desire has been throughout, I can assure Sir George Schuster, to strengthen 
Ills hands so as to enable him to convince his colleagues in the Go\eminent 
of India that there is room for economy, and lie well knows what dire 
in eessitv there is for effecting economy in the. administration of the Gov¬ 
ernment of India It will not be possible for us in moving these motions 
to discuss every demand at length or fully, and I submit to the House, it 
is not necessary that we should do so. because we have Indore us the 
Ilrports of the different Committees. They had the time and the opportun¬ 
ity to study these Reports, and the Government have been good enough 
to supply us with a summarv of the results of their deliberations, how 
imicli thev have been able to accept >> far and how much is under 
eorioaleratmn and what particular recommendations the\ have rejected. 
They have also given their reasons for rejecting some of our recommenda¬ 
tions 'Flu* House is in lull possession of all that information, and it 
would he s<mij)|\ waste of tune if we were to dwiss the whole matter once 
again on the Moor of the House, 

Now, St. I come to this particular motion, and 1 will just make one 
or two observations regarding this demand I wish to assure Honourable 
Members, especially tin friend S.r Henrv Gidney. that there i- nothing 
about the Customs Department which particularly appeals to me 1 made 
i* a point- not to look at the personnel of the different branches though w T e 
were supplied with the information, because some Members wanted 
liatnrallv (o know vv bat was the pay and the strength of the department- and 
aIsi» lwe\ m was composid. I assure the lbni-.- tli.it so far as T was con¬ 
cerned 1 had not the time to look at the composition of particular depart¬ 
ment * Thai did not form file ba^is of our recommendations in am way. 

Sir, as regard*. Customs, we were tnllv aware that this department was 
engaged in collect mg revenues for tin* Government, and if We made any 
recommendations to retrench the staff vvh.eh would interfere* with that- 
collection, then of course such a proposition Government could not accept, 
hut to the best of our judgment wo studiously avoided making anv such 
recommendation. As regards this fi lakhs, a good portion of it consists, of 
what are called overtime allowances and penalty fees That subject has 
alreadv been discussed and T onlv want to point out this that having regard 
to the nature of the work which these Customs officers perform, he they 
Anglo-Tndinns or Indians, it makes no difference, thev are very much over¬ 
paid. It must hi' remembered that there are shirk season** and Ihnv 
seasons, and in slack seasons naturally the preventive *4aff has ;1 slack 
time; hut thi'n suddenly sometimes boats come in and some of the 
merchants want their cargoes clean'd without dolav. whether it be a Sunday 
or a special holiday or it is night, and the merchants are quite u illing to 
pay what, are called overtime fees. Then a portion of the Customs* staff 

o2 
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iss requisitioned to perform these duties, —it limy be at night, say tor tom- 
five or six hours. — but our case is that it is part of their duty to perform 
that work without any extra payment. They must he prepared when tin* 
busy time comes on to work beyond the ordinary allotted olViee hours. 
That is the position. 

Then. Sir, the officers of 1 lu v Customs Department of various classes are 
distinctly better paid than men in the provincial services who do the same 
class ol work and are drawn from the class of people with similar, il not 
better, educational qualifications We know what the responsibilities ol the 
police* otliceis arc m the proximo* It wm compan the sal in ut the Customs 
ol beers dome a partieul-T kind '>1 work for instance tin* preventive work, 
with the salaries ol provincial officers of the police doing similar work, 
you will hud that the ('nslojns officers are distinctly bett• u* «»IT and yet in 
the 1 *obc*• Dipaitnieiit there is no such question as overtime payment. 
The inspectors and Suh-Inspectors ol Police arc frequently c.dltd mi at 
any time oi the -lay or meat and thc\ have to go and investigale cases 

11 s . pii. and s >i.u■ *.* th» in t <l<» preventive vvuik limn or less 

• La* same Ia w .s as work m the ( upturns Department As a matter of 
met, tb'u n n.' d ul.t that police officers in the porvmccs have to wort 
under far m.ae nidimws d, 4 tnit and n-.k\ conditions than the Customs 
I„ ofticers T«k«* the preventive Inspect* r *»f Cu-totns hi- sal.ox 

JS |N sotne til* 11 get special pav be! lie- t,• ( aleiilta, 

where 1 lie Customs officer- nkn voik The Inspectors *•} P lu\ ilit re g< 1 
Us. I75 to Its ‘ilM) So them is :« \er\ nood mugm and the Customs 
officers are very much better * iff Ida appraisers get Its lion to Ik (»75. 
vvliereas the Kwh-Iiispectoiv o{ Poll* *• get. 1 think Its l:»n m C it, m., and 
Its inn 111 the Delhi riiv Look il tills dl jl"l eilce Ml p'V ilii'ilt - 
( ohwt' 1 Sir llrintt fhdnrtf “ 1- that the police p.iv *’") V- and I am 
giving tin figures (nun the Civil Cist These overtime fees |n null\ * <*"*•. 
or wliitiv*, xml c.,ll them 1 In v undnuhtcrllv lndoiin in (iox* nunent 
Til" Government ilisti ibiit* s th* in t > the nfiiecis that work tl.er« , and also 
partly o» certain "'idi- anr] ins(itut*s in which the seamen an interested 
recreation eluhs seamen's uistiuhs and so on These l.-es atiiomded in 
JOdl-og to its pj lakhs Wh.itever might hav< been the oiigm ot the 
praetiei whatever might have ]>ei n flair pisfifjcation * 1 > c;is\ financial 
days we have to eonsalct whether in these bard tunes when Government 
are reduced to such straits we should not he justified in asking Govern¬ 
ment not to give aw,ix th« xx Imh <if it We rnlv suggested that, having 
regard to the practice that has pi-\,iiled j.nd 1 h<* exjx-ctntions xxlticb have 
nafurallv funned theinsclvo- it» the minds of the people. ]et them linve 
half mid lei the other half go to the public exchequer Onlv Mr. "Ramsay 
Sentl one of the memhors. held that lm would be satisfied if 25 tm* cent 
w'as taken l.v the treasury to begin with, are] then afterwards the propor¬ 
tion might he increased in fax fair of Government What >s the alt'vna- 
1 ive ib.it we have been faced with bv flic present, financial position 0 The 
alternate >s a crushing burden of taxation weighing heavilx and most 
iripiriousK on industries commerce, trade, and even on men of the smallest 
means TV n the veriest poor have to r»ax additional taxation In thus* 
ci re urn stances nan it be said that, our demand that 50 per rent of flies'* 

ulfich la long to tbe Government, should he appropriated bv Govern¬ 
ment. is unreasonable 0 That is the gist of our recommendations so far 
.,s these overtime allowances are concerned The total Demand for 
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'Customs is about Its. 90 lakhs, and what we are proposing now is that that 
Demand should be reduced by Its. 6 lakhs. Surely, it cannot be said that 
this is unreasonable. 11 the Finance Member could satisfy the House 
that the financial distress is gone, that we are really on better days, and 
rewrote will be (Miming in now much faster lhan it has boon doing for the 
last two or three wars then other considerations might arise. Eut I 
submit that at pieseni there is really no room for choice, and 1 Iherefore 
commend lo Ibe e. <nsid< rat'on of (be House the motion which stands in 
m\ name. Sir. I mow. 

Mr. President: Motion moved. 

'1*1 nit tl. • Demand uiulej tin hi ml * ( list win*-, he jmIuimI h\ lt>. O.aTj < h 

Sir Hugh Cocke (Bombay . European) J was a little alarmed when 
i gut tins list oi cuts, having ligaril to the largeness oi the figures, but 
i n »\\ iinuei-'t.md that they are really pul up Irom the point- oi principle,— 
that t • iiiuii'itees u| (Ins, House w liicii went into retrenchineiit last year 
with f_M.it ea’e nmde celt.on Kcommendalijiis, and Government not 
having accepted tlio-,- iecouum nd.*tJons in lull, tliese cuts are put down 
t m piev.ut the ditn n nee between what was leeummended by the (Jom- 
uiiitees and wbai was accepted b\ tb L - (ioveiuiiunt. Tliei'eiore, on that 
jio’iit 1 think as a matin ot pruicipk one tan make no complaint. The 
Honourable the Mover has covered a large field in his remark and vve are 
iiidehtt ?! to him not nnlv J-*r his gii.tt services Ui"t year on the Ketrench- 
loiil ( omimttei v\ lueti 1 think t his House appn ciates very much (Cheers), 
hut im jin s-mu lio.m* tlu- ieeuLuineiitl.itions that have been made. 

Hum 1 s n« i m -"-I h.ivuL' ieiu nelmn-nt committees unless you stand firm 
.i.l } >i • tin m eumitii ndiitioiis imiiie. sublet, of course. n> G ivernmcnt 
u- it ilu\ mii. th.it tlh'\ haw not b» **n able lo accept all the 
it. .mint inl.it'<■!.- m.ni< \m{ putting down these cuts in this form does 
:/\< t 1 .' G -vermiu-nt an uppnrtuiuty of telling us w hv it has not been 

i m i*t i. uv« pt tin- cuts \Y»* have been t«.id that (lovernment in the 
■.'Lit! tit 1 1 . i v • ac< « ptt.J about H7 per cent 1 am inclined to think that 
fi it o !mp*!\ lYrtandy in busme-s if* \<»u write to vour agent and 

mi! lum in lias L'ot to cuj d«*wn h>s telegram expenses from IN 10,000 to 
li .*■ Moil «. ,i n i 1 .n ’H\ ibniPiii ‘•uiiu thine moiv than lie can achieve and 
h< d‘iW]i the cxp.'iisc hv otu-f oirth vvlan vmi asked for 1 i.tlf. you will 

ph.^.ib'v Im s.iwpid more ■ r 1« -s in the en<l But mv particular reason 
'o» n-m: now - to ask (lovi rnment to exp) dm to the House very care- 
toib lo ill- v li'iv. nut In i'n •lilt* to meet all the recoimneiidations made. 
Takni" tbi- it .mus under Custnins there are -ax items, and in several of 
them * lit- (i.neri’ini n! have m rented piaetnallv the whole of the recom- 
n.end.it mils ni ale In tw<> c:im'>- thev have not done s<> I th’nk it is not 
for u- to do the talking b*la\ . certmnlv not until vve have heard the 
(lov.aliment \Y»' want the Government to explain I hope Customs will 
not take the whole dav. and I think vve should he aide to get on to other 
item* 1 do hope that Government will give us their reasons for not, having 
accepted the recommendation* of the Committee. 

Mr. J. C. Nixon (Government of India* Nominated Oflieial) • The 
Honourable the Leader of the European Group pointed out that this motion 
ha* been raised ns n matter of principle: and the principle that the Honour¬ 
able the Mover is attempting to get the House to agree to is really this, that, 
when the Government have appointed a committee of the nature of these 
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Betreneliincut Committees, it should, without further examination, accept 
that Committee’s recommendations ipso facto. The Honourable the Mover 
of this motion is putting forward that point- of view now, as he put it 
forward in some of the introductory remarks to one of his Committee’s 
reports, where lie held that the (lovernment wasted time and money in 
going over tin* various recommendations of Committees which thev had 
appointed, and m endeavouring to give effect to them He hold, in practi¬ 
cal 1\ these words, that (iovernment should, after they appointed their 
Committees, aecept their recommendations ipso facto. At- tilt* same time. 

T max point out to you, Sir. and to the Hous** that he made a similar 
charge against Government in regard to the 1 ?’ treatment of their heads of 
departments .md suhordin.de officers. The Committee said: 

“ Wt* are com inco<l that supervision amt (o-or dmat ion is gcnctully \* i\ inu< It ovei 
done in t lie tint eminent of India. Whnt-is t Irarlv nrrdoii is greater rrliaiiri oil the sense oi 
respond hi lit y ot tin* various units ni mlininist ration. 

That is to s.i\. the Committee also asked (iovernment to give more weight 
to tlh- .ulviee .md recommendations of their departmental heads The 
recommendations ot the liVtreiiehment Committees were in the normal 
course referred to tlu heads o| the various departments, who gave the 
(tov eminent ot India their e ireful opinions in the matter Where the 
opinions ot those heads ot departments and the opinions expressed by the 
various Itetrcnehment ( omirnttees varied tin (Jetieral Hotrenchment (’oni. 
imttee omittial to lav down the principle .recording to which (iovernment 
should pioeewl In the hum ot things (Iovernment havt to some extent- 
unfortunately, had to follow one of flu* principles hud down hy the (Jeneral 
Purposes Tletrenchment Sub-Committee. and they have had to lay a very 
considerable amount- <>1 reliance mi the opinions expressed hy the lieads 
of tlu* various departments, .md after all. Sir, it seems to me that any 
body which claims such pinsdietmn as the Tloraairahle tin- Mover ot tins 
licsolution is el.inning js going hevond anything that any (iovernment, 
either democrat a* or constitutional m otherwise, could ever possibly admit*. 
It is going a Jmig wav 1>» vnnd what legally constituted court of law would 
ask for I Hunk the members nt our Committee would acknowledge that 
in Manx easi s ibex had had to frame the charges against their accused 
after the evidence had been recorded and after the accused had gone. 
Therefore, confrarx fo some part o* the procedure in courts of law. the 
accused had not before our Committees an opportunity of answering the 
charges that "ore levelled against them Yet despite that, the Honour¬ 
able the Mover of this motion suggests that there should bo no court of 
appeal Not onlx does be urge the Government to earrv out retrenchment 
to the last anna of the reeom mend at ions which the various Committees 
made and exactly along those lines, hut as far ns T was able to judge from 
various expressions used bv Honourable Members sitting in his neigh¬ 
bourhood, he and thev objected to Government conducting retrenchment 
and obtaining economics in nnv other directions. This, Su\ ] suggest, is 
a stilt* - of things which no Government, either the present or the future, 
will la- able to aecept 

The Honourable the Leader of the European Group has invited Govern¬ 
ment to examine the actual proposals of the Botronchment Committees 
and to state tin* differences of opinion between Government on the one 
hand apd tlie Committee’# recommendations on the other. Tn regard t-o 
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the Customs grant, this is a comparatively simple task. The difference 
between the Committee and the Government m this matter is focussed 
down to two items and to two items only. The Committee recommended 
that in the matter of Customs staff, by which I include both officers and 
the subordinate there should be a general all round reduction of 

roughly la per cent , amounting m all to about 8J lakhs of economy. Gov¬ 
ernment, after considering the matter with the help of their heads of 
departments, have coneluded that, consistently with safety they cannot 
effect economy in that direction of more than f> lakhs. 1 think myself 
that, the House a few days ago did not altogether appreciate or give full 
value to some words which passed from the lips of an Honourable friend 
of mine m the Kumpean Group when lie took up the subject of the 
Customs Department and said that in some respects the Customs Depart¬ 
ment w.i^ ilu* last «f tin d« partments to be retrenched It must be per¬ 
fect's e\ ldi'tit to nil Honourable Member** of tins House that to eonducl 
n tivnehmi nt in .. sort ot pumshmg spirit is not retrenchment al all One 
is not conduct me retrenchment, in the Customs Department because one 
c.mn<'t ’<•{ that departm.-nt «jo sent tme when one was hitting some of tbe 
ot lie? s Till d. finite C,li]ict Mi MCW was to obt till eC<'nom\ iillfl to help 
tobalaini the Diidui I and am process winch meant that w<* reduced tlie 
I e\ eluie eolleet llle M ifF "< > l.il’ tint t!ie\ W ere UOt j ill \ Meal 1 v able to collect 
as much p-miiii, as beto». and tin re fore w** lost more on one side of the 
r.uduei ih. m we l t niied on the other would certainly not. be described as 
retrenchment and * tight reall\ to be described in terms winch \ou, 
Mr Ibesidi ut would probably not pernnt in this House J have nrV doubt 
ni\ Chief thr Honourable the Finance Member, will deal more completely 
w tli tbut aspect oj the case when hi takes up this subject, but there are 
(tie or two |i mis of \ sew in connection with this subject of the retrench¬ 
ment of stiitf .about which I should hke to sa\ a ft w words The Honour¬ 
able tin* Mover of this Resolution, at tin instance of his henchman, if I 
unit s,a\ so quoted certain rates of pa\ to indicate that some of tbe pre¬ 
ventive staff . 

Sir Abdur Rahim (Calcutta and Suburbs Muh.tmmad.m \ iban» 1 
do not tlunk the word “hcnthm.m ' is a propir w ad t*> at ply to any 
Hollolirahh M« tuber ot this Ibaise 

Mr. President (The Honourable S*r Ibrahim Ruhmimol.i' The word 
is offeiisi\e .md I sliould like the Honourable Member to withdraw it. 
cspia i.<||\ as lie has applied it to an Honourable Member who is a colleague 
of tbe Honourable the Mover 

Mr. J. 0. Nixon: I withdraw* that, Sir. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Mu\ I pour out Sir. that m the 
proper interpretation ot the word, there is ivalh nothing offensive. 
Henchman sirnplv moans a follower [ do assure you that there is 
nothing offensive in the word in the ordinary sense. 

Mr. President: The word has been used and it is being used in a very 
offensive sense 

Mr. J. 0. Nixon: Sir. the Honourable the Mover of this Resolution 
quoted for the information of the House certain rates of pay which the 
preventive staff at Calcutta was getting, and made certain comparisons 
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with ilu* rates of pu\ drawn h\ certain police officers. If 1 heard him 
cormtlv, he left tins House with the impression that a certain grade of 
pieventive officer was getting a r.ite ot pa\ which started at Its. 500 a 
month, and made a comparison with certain grades of police officers, who 
Martcd on IN 130 a month It iie and tlu Members of tins House will 
refer to page 17 el the Hemamb lor Grants., tlu\ will observe that pre¬ 
ventive olheers in the (hivi uiis 1 )i*j:.irtincut in (’aleiitta Mart on Ks. 130 
a month, that is, at the same rate of p.u is was <pioted for police officers. 

Then is one other aspei t ol this subject which I should like m refer 
to and that is this. The Honourable the Mover of this motion in the earlier 
part e.l the week complained ot the leruis which we wtic oftermg to 
P'tren. bed jursi mit-l and d.uihted whetlur we uciv l'hiiij tlum ^ullu uni 1\ 
lavish ( "liipeps.il nil ill ell Milting the cut n! (he .iinollllt \\ lilt'll in* 
has j iiipoM'd li* ha- no* -wm-k envlhuu out. i liniii'i 1*.r the .tdditiotial 
t iiiiim ti" «t ,>ai w'l.ch ii tla matler n.is in hi*, hand-. In woiiid pav to the 
retrellcln d persulili'l ’* l,i 1« Inn i t.ike It 1ll.il 1 1 !-* propus,,! .,1 pie-.ellt 
is th{*, d« -| Me the f. t that < 1“ not j mug ad< ijii.ite "ompeii-sil ion 
to the Maff w iiom wi on o lunching. we should -*t.!J throw out mmv of 
them 

Hut. Sir. that is not thi mini pour, m tin amount making up the 
sum ol (*» lakh*- odd winch the Honourable the Movei of this lb solution is 
eon. cm-d in T»u j ujc it« ni i- the it» ’u oj over: me allowance and such- 
jike In tlie Hem.ind- lor (Irant-. at ♦ lu* end ol the Customs Ihinand on 
pages liS and i- an i \plaiiat >t \ n >t .■ giMUg tin d< t n|- ..1 t ie ti.'ims 
eoin,»osinLi this p,i\nu nt ..ml d-«< <-1 ilio «.aupc -mg ili»• < oru-ponding 
item o! fee. ij i It is perhaps n-• w-'l known t-» M-'inher- n| tie- House, 
at an\ rati it has o.,t in i n to uieptl, espies*.,•«] In thru t'"u i- :i 
char.e levied nu a eeri.uu seen,,], ,n tin * r.uli- tor certain set vie- r* ml* red 
It has Ium n a prim iplc i \pve---d m (loverinnent < u i sim-e sii, h charges 
were levied that tin \ did no* .ntend mid, j ,ui\ ■ .remp-tapees to make a 
net profit mi: ot f H. 11 ans.-'-tion-, that tin \ weic putting this inn option 
on the trade ni older to n»,d * up n t the , die i speiiditure m win h the\ 
'•ire involved. .i .n.i 1 m i I 1 iet < io\i t nun nt ha\< not <utir«l\ kept to 

that prim mi« I’ertam pmtion- of .Iu -« ree, sets do m <*<u1am e leimi- 
stanees aci rm to Governuu nt Howev.r, the po.nt th.-n I eniphasi/.e 
strnnglv .is that at pp-uil tin- i- .. pavni. nt im nh to the trade joj- ser¬ 
vices rendered It M*onis to nu that th * Tlononrahle tin Mover of this 

[Resolution, in proposing that Government should lake to themselves the 
maior lortion of those im ipts -s rMh r liable *o entrench mi a privilege of 
this House whirh tliis TTou-e no douht very jealously guards: for it seems to 
me to amount to tins that the imposition of this p;i\ment ot, a particular 
sotinn of the ■'rade of Indi i ‘-hall no longer he lor H‘*rviros rendered, 
hut should con *f itute a -ort of a ! c \ tax of tlmf sort can only he 
imposed through an Act and tlnough the in-tiimu nt.ddv of tliis TTonsc. 

(Laughter ) Also, T can s^e. there might he considerable objections put 

up L\ the merchants, themselves, who it present feci it pass them to 
pm for services rendered, if fhev felt that this was tin longer being paid 
on! to the actual officers engaged in tlu* job hut vv is being taken into the 
Government coffers 

Sir, in this matter T would like to remind the House of some words 
expressed bv mv Honourable friend on the opposite Bench during the 
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course* r>f this week’s f*, because he and I on this occasion find our¬ 
selves seeing \er\ much eye to eye—1 refer to my Honourable 
tneiid, Mr Mitra, who I think agrees to a considerable extent 
w itli the point oj \jew which 1 .mi about to express lit* and I (juite agree 
11,at it is nght and morel i«» lake from tlie trade the inon«>\ that we are 
taking fur tin's purtieul.ir purpose; he and I are. I belie\e hotli agreed 
that we should p,i\ .ii an. i.ite some eoiisideiable portion ol this sum 
Jo tlie labourer who doe- tin woik 1 be|ie\e it is a prim ipi* ot hts that 
tin* lahourer is worthy o| his hire, there] ore, 1 take n m\ Hoiiour.ibk* 
Ira ud, Mr “\iitr.i, is d» fi ji 1 1»*1 \ against this motion and that In* does not 
flunk that <io\ermnent can pos^ibK appropri ite this money to itself What 
h' 1 think* i- tli.it tlu~ mioih ' , in-.ii ad oi b".ng paid to the present em¬ 
ploy res oj Go\< rnment should In paid to anotlu r set ol cmplo\ees-- a 
pomi i*l view w 1 11 1 whif'i I pi-r‘"ii« d . h.i \ * \ • ■]' great >.mpath\—but 

I wuald puim 'nit I i him 11 1 . 1 1 i! I have »\pit--«d In*. \ u u eornctK, it 
i- haidl\ coii-i-t "111 t‘ .1 h* -.lioiilrj M»t» m the Iubl>\ ug.iin-t the Go\ern- 
1 el.I \v Icj ii'ii, t i pu s *ll il I it \ ui tile uMl'Ilm ii!oMe\ b» lllg Used, 
es |h e !I' ,.i *Jn |*io m 11 .i i.ii lit. e»r ^i\:ng relie! t*» some oi tlie men 
thrown ..ill ' i i in; |u\i» i ul I in.o ~ r. that under thi mstriietioiis oi the 
llonmirahl* »I ii * I'm.’i" . M« na.* i I s ■ < nti.d I>uan| nf Ihwin.i* are con- 
-alei mg t lie m,.tti r 

Mr. K. Ahmed (l.bil.,ih: Iini-n.n Muhamm.»dan l.’nr.d) 1 lien why 
don’t \ou an * pt the theur\ <*f the huh p« ndent Group and consider it along 
w ith it ’’ ( L iiiglu« 11 

Mr. J. C. Nixon: There is one oflnr matter to wlmdi 1 won id hke to 
uliln ~ m> si It ,.nd th.1 i - 1<> tie- I b mini >hl" t'-n \I<*\*r of this 

llesolution of wh .t ,inpear- to me to b. sonn thing of an inconsistency. 
\uu < an Mr, ids* a ho* s. t*» th* >' l* > but \." e nniot Miri - v inh make 
bin* d'li.k ihi t’ < t.rsi ol th's pimpbltt hi.*h Government prn- 

i id* d * •»r tin* pi ra .*! \I* ini>i is limit i tin head 'I’uMhiis' i total was 

<ir wn .*' ib ! i» 1 .1 I.s odd si'-.*\ne f the n euiumemlat ions ,,j tie General 
I’m; >s. s I 1 ' *:* 1 11 ’» The **p*ih| steiioii was d« \ofed to hose spcc.'tio 
**i • .j • i * * 11 jal 11 ( ij \ h i h ( H' \ i ,:m nt h i I ’uimd di* ln-i l\t s ,ii)lr ta u-eepi. 
The Honourable tlie M*)\er ha-* subtracted tho-«e two skills in tlie motion 
hi tore t lie 11 ■ nisi lie (\ ’ unitti" pr*>|to-id a reduet a e m the grant of 
a ^ lal hs <h>\. nun* nt liar put it d wn that of th*w 5 SS l.ddis they 
b.’\" he*" (dih b* eli’r\e . *. a Ilia'll >• u! ret reuehmeiit, oill\ lakhs. 

1 "list iii» nt 1\ 1 he I b»noiu.*ble tin M**u r i*i this i.Vsolutiun asks that this 
House shall rerhiee the grant for (’ust*>ms on this account h\ 3*5 lakhs 
roughh Had tlie llonnnralde the Mu\er continued his readng down that 
page he wouhl have ihsenuavd at the bottom, almost the last item, a state¬ 
ment- under the heading. “Reductions in overtime fees on account of the 
depression oj trade’, a induction ul 2 lckiis t*2 thou-and Sir we m the 
I nance 7>< narf ment am 1 Go\rHne.ent hardl\ felt that wi should he right 
to call that “retrenchment” We are. getting a saving on the expenditure 
s'de of our ltud'Vt of that. 2 lakh-* 12 thousand: tins amount was actually 
m the Ill'll-.*12 Hudget. but we felt that it would he a misnomer to call 
that a matter of retrenchment Therefore we put if down below m a 
perhaps loo inconspicuous place: hut T do draw the attention of the 
House to the fact that of that -‘1 52 lakhs reduction, which forms part of 
the motion Ik fore the House, we have in fact already achieved 2-12 
Jakhs; and I have no doubt that- as T have now pointed this nut to the 
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Honourable the Mover, he will come up before this House and ask its per¬ 
mission to alter the figure in liis motion by that 2*12 lakhs, because it 
is quilt* evident that this House can not expect to ask Government to 
subtract that figure twice o\er. 

Sir Abdur Rahim: Will Government accept that? 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney (Nominated Non-Official): Sir, T 
listened wry attentively to the remark* made by my Honourable friend, 
Sir Abdur llalnm. and 1 u.is wry glad indeed to receive his assurance 
that hk desire to retrench m the Customs Service has nothing whatever 
to do with the personnel ot that Department 1 refer particularly to the 
Preventive Serviee Let me a wire him on my side that any criticisms 
T may make will also h,i\r nothing whatever to do with the personnel 
The remark- I desire to make retir entirely to the criticisms lie has made 
and the report tile General Purposes Sub-Comnntbv submitted lor 
retrendmu lit in the Customs Department. Sir although I was not a 
Member ot that Committee. I c Lin 11 to have Minn inside know ledge of this 
Department and it k. therefore, with a sense of responsihihtv that I again 
rise t«. take part m this diMui^sion I still -av I am a whole-hogger <o 
far as retrein hment goes I consider the Finance Member and his armv 
of T'etrenchment Sub-Committee hvdralieaded monsters have* done a great 
wrong to employees of all grades trying to empty their purses by cutting 
their salaries etc They havt reduced the salar'e- of public servants in 
order to sorvi tiu* interests of the general public I submit that is a 
wrong policy 1 know my TTonourahle friend the Finance Member and I 
will never agree on that matter so we must agree to disagree In mv 
opinion the Honourable Member in repeating his demand for further 
Customs retrem hment and demanding of Government to aeeopt Ins cut 
is playing the roll of Khvlork who in asking lor Ins pound of fie-h wants 
every drop of blood, forgetful of the fact that this overtime is earned at 
the sweat of the brow 

Mr. K. Ahmed: \<>u ,n»- tluiei-n acting a- Portia 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: J am trying to Sir, in his desire 
to obtain every drop ot blood lie brings this motion before the House today, 
notwithstanding the laet that it was very fully discussed and lost- on a 
division about three days ago I am really very much surprised he should 
have thought it fit to bring this motion again before the House. Sir, I 
gladly admit members of the General Purposes Sub-Committee deserve 
the thanks of this House for the great services they have rendered. But 
members of the Committee have yet to realise that of tunes# economy 
and efficiency arc not compatible factors specially in the administration 
of Departments. Moreover you can carry your campaign of economy a 
little too far. I believe many Members will agree with me when I say 
that von have carried this retrenchment stunt a little too far in the pre¬ 
sent instance. And what is bound to be the result, especially in a Depart¬ 
ment like the Customs—dissatisfaction, discontent, and a threatened 
lowering of the moralo of the men. T have not the slightest doubt the 
Honourable the Finance Me mber is not verv happy in his seat today 
when he hears this demand being made from those of his own creation— 
members of the General Purposes fiuh-Cormnittee, and I am tempted to 
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quote what the Railway Member said to me the other day, “He asked 
for it and he has got it”. When I read this report and listened to the 
Mover’s speech I was reminded of the fate of the Railway crew system 
as perpetrated by the Railway Board which was so severely criticised this 
morning at question time The Railway Board introduced the crew system 
because they felt they were being defrauded of money by the public. 
Tlicv one day Middcnh awakened tn the fact that they must retrench the pay 
of the crew system to ultimately di-covr that the crew system make good 
the deficiency b\ defrauding the public The Mood \-Ward Committee 
was appointed who made drastic retrenchments w r ith the result that todav 
the Railway Board is losing money heavily and have u dissatisfied staff 
of employees Tin Honourable the Mover has forgotten that the Customs 
is tlx greatest rev emu earning depaitment m the Government of India 
An Honourable Member: x«» 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: I hear a ‘ No' from the opposite 
side I chullrnge you to dim what T have just s.ud 

Mr. President: Order, onh r 

Lieut. Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: I beg youi pardon. Sir I challenge 
the llonourahl*' the Mover or any orx ui ties lion-, to piodlift another 
Depart incut in tlx- (io\i rnment ot India that supplies tin same amount ot 
reviiiut to tile Government oi India a 4 * does the Custom- Service Sir, 
they cannot do it Sir. the Honourable the Mover ot this motion forgot to 
menliun the great difTi rence betwem the expenditure and the receipts oi 
the Cu-tom- |)< p irtmeiif between P.*R> and ItKtl. Crovemment returns 
clearly sh«»w that whereas in the expenditure nid receipts were 

respectively IN II :>4 and 11 R* f 78 lakhs m 11 >:»1 5l? these tigur *s were 
ill V 11 and Mia')? lakhs So here we have a department that is bringing 
into the Government a- revenue more than sivtv tinier the amount of 
money expended on it. and vet the Honourable Member has selected this 
oiu department for such drastic retrenchment and is insisting on Govern¬ 
ment. .accept'ng it Sir. apart from what the Honourable the Mover has 
said and apart from yyli.it the Government Member. Mr Nixon ha- -aid on 
this matter, it. will be interesting for this House to know what a great 
finaneu r said about tins Department. I mean Lord Inehcane Th-« is 
what flic Tnehcape Committee said in their Report regarding the Custom* 
Department: 

"This CnimnittM'V* observation that coippnnti wifi. I there was pndnblv 

a falling off of trade i n the period ending 1022-23 nmv be true of the state of trade to-dav . 
but the f»r<»eise position e/mnot be \erified statist icfllly. That (Vimn'ittie recommended 
that “ strength and pav ot t he staff ut the various customs houses should be e\an ii-< d with 
a view to possible economies," but “lmunc record to the lixportaree of tnauitnimnc 
revenue ", it did not recommend a»v further reduction In fni t >t wu- found ncr»>saiv 
to increase the staff, and in the case of some establishments, to enhatu c the scales of pay.” 

Tin* Tneheapr Committee came to that conclusion a* far a< the retrench¬ 
ment on the Customs Department is concerned a few voars ago. and todav 
W'O have the General Purposes Sub-Committee recommending the very 
opposite. The Honourable Member for Government explained very fully 
whav action the Government have taken Thov haw in the natural 
course of events, submitted the recommendations of the Committee for 

flu opinion of the heads of the departments And after all. T ask this 

House who knows better than the head of a department as to what 

economy is possible and what is nof especially when one and all realise 

the acute present dav financial stringency. Tt mav be said, the head of 



2244 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[18th Mak. 1932. 


[Lieut;.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidnev.] 

a department has vested and even personal interests. Well. I again ask 
the Honourable the Mover of this motion, if an Ordinance were issued by 
the Government of India reducing the fees of all lawyers to a maximum of 
Its. 50 per da\ with nothing extra for overwork, what would ho, an 
eminent lawver, do? Why, he would shout the law courts down He 
would be up in arms. 

Sir Abdur Rahim: Most certainh not 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Sidney: He would not tnmelx Mibnnt to this 
retrenchment. This is exactJ\ what 1 <im doing m response to Ins treat¬ 
ment ot the !‘rexoutixe Customs Officers I am shouting down all Ins 
Committee recommendations and I intend h» go on shouting till Govern¬ 
ment decline' to accept Ins motion I shall he silent only then. 

Sir, on tins Committee xvere eminent journal's^ .md Uwxcrs and 
eminent people from tie- Punjab, a pi’ovmce with no po>ts ot its own or 
Customs Department, but there were no workmen on the Committee. 
What the Committee reallx needed was twno’’ tliree' workmen to put tliem 
in possession of actual facts Now. Sir, wb.it liaxe (love'rimient done? 
The Government have accented tie ma|or part of the 1 r« trenehuieut recom¬ 
mendations of tins Committee. The re n '-till a halam e of about 0 lakhs 
winch tlie' Honour.ihle the Mover wants to force tin- Gnxeminent to still 
further rctiench—Ins hist dre>p of retreni hment blood—and that is the 
real reason win he lias again presented n to thn House todax having 
failed is I sjud he-fore. m his piv\inus iflnrts three or lour da\s ago, xvhen 
rm fraud Mr Mitra infixed a motion Indore tins House* .is : j censure 
motion Tat us Me- v.hat reheoehments haxe alreadv been effected. 

Government have* cut In per rent ot the staff, Go\»rnni«*ni liaxe cut 10 

per (nit of jnv ; Government have « ut down imfomi and either allow¬ 
ances. 1 1 nt wh. l is wniM o! ajl—and tin- I baioieahle ill* Move r cannot de n\ 
knowledge of it—is that in addition to this the men luxe for xears found 
their oxerhme reducing till todax it is -It per emt b-low P.127, and this 
mot'on demands that this tnie-b reduced overtime be spll lurtber 

retrenched b\ f>0 per cent If an\ one will take tremble* to work this 

out, he will reallx see how these men liaxe* suffered so tar and what 
now being demandt d from them. Sir, llie* TTonemrabh Member again 
drew a comparison hM ivc«»n the- (histom- ‘end the Pol a. Departments. 
SureK lie knows \erv we'll that the Police- Department is not a revenue 
earning department; it is a money sprndmg department Surelv. he 
'reali c rs. it. does not require. ns his report- hint-* phx-ieal force or a strong 
arm fo demonstrate utilitv of an efficient Pivxentixe Cu-doms Officer. It 
xvants brains, it xvants a high sense- of honest \ and re spoilsihilit\. T think 
tb<- comparison is an ahsolut-d\ illogical and absurd one Then lie said the 
police get no overtime nr allo , vane* , s SureP the Honourable Member is 
aware* of the ffiet that that is not so. The polie e do - r et overtime and 
allowances. When the Honourable Afcmher snvs that they get no allow'- 
nnee he displaxs a lamentable lack of inside knowledge of the Poliee De¬ 
partment 

Mr. K. Ahmed: Additional fee for extra work. 

Lieut-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: Sir. the real point at issue is this. 
The Honourable Member demands of Government fo deduct 50 per cent 
of this overtime He is upset because all his committee demand* 
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nave not been aeeeplcd ,md In- v.ant- to i<»rct* tin- hands of Government. 
This overtime allowance is paid, as the House knows, to the over-worked 
Preventive ofheers of this Department. This overtime comes from the 
merchants' purse—not the Government it js paid io Government hy 
the merchants and Go\ernment "tves it to the men in return ior their 
overtime serwees, U'*inj' a part of it for philanthropic purpose*, and social 
mstitmioim Now. Sir. <n\. tin (iovernmeiit refused io re< eive tie- money 
from the merchants, would the Honourable the Mo\u and his t ommittee 
object to the ne-rch.ints ^i\iri<r d direct to the men tor extra service*, 
rendered ’ Then. s.i\. the merchants refused to gi\»- this overtime inoiK-x 
to (Iovernmeiit what would be tin n-nil ' (io\t rum* nt would have to 
enu’:«u r t additional staff on luidi mind s,Jarir- io p'fmrm this extra work 
1 aslv the Alo\ir tin- I in idea ol economy, would tin- he cheaper to 

< ioxernment m tin lniiir nin‘’ Surely he nmd iiu\ s,- t tla* folly, tin 

iiieon^ruitv of h.s ,n- shut d« maud to» retrenching this overtime? 
Snii h Ii ■ must -<M> t!i >1 till- Will III llilt'i -a \ e (id\i niMH ill a Mill'll* pie 
1)01 men .ise i! s iv\enuc and s»inl\ lie will uni d< U\ that if (ioverniiient 

did aceepi his eut motion and retn ru li> «i 50 p«-r e< ut ot tin- overtina it 

X- «»•. i • i hi fiifi.'l t 1 1 _ i L; e addl.-e.d -vim Io . m I I'll o\.r-tt.» , k .»t a 

nun h h»!/li •!• i ost .»lherwis ( it would h i \»• t. . »■ ■ (•mj.'siid ] »oi t s and 
ft lie , d ,111,11(1 O V. mil - af'd ■ ''I dor | O.J { t, s r !• tU.ell \. i U- 

pos t on tin \i'»ver desin-s to ‘in i (m\ i I’liiin ut into 1 If si i th< n his aim 
i not i r< ail •! i • \ hut fin,mild I— I should prefer to call this retrench¬ 
ment Minn * s( ,m.i p< (1111*1 tool-h .irid om th.it h is »*\« r\th n^ to condemn 
and noth ml: t< i otiiiiii ml d Tie Honom i'd< tuber m\ s ‘’No ' 1 

suppose the-- are the blood drop-.be wants Willi his pound nt flesh 

from lie !**i H iifr i ofl-i-i-r's o\. rrme uM»ri\ <*n\'ous of the profound 

:'u * n a il u •■ ■!! u -uh 'ii * \|"itnr, r merworked and und» rpaid officers to 
\ o»*k lorn; hum- n\-’ , ‘,m« without .id*t|U. m iv’d: tn r it mi St. I am 

< m \ f h ! h< inti, i' 1 I 'm 11* ■* i - ( j : • 1111 1 111 m l.'iit <i--m ;■ ■ r« tivn. *• lmt 

I n ailv thuds *h i*. t i. in hm-nts which Gnx.nnm-nt have already 

. ei . i-t.■ I ih ao.pl I -ulme.t \sith - 1 ’ tin »i ,j»l as.s I t an ( omnmnd that 
d f!' Ih f ii-iiehmeiit *'-ipiiuittei- imt - too { u* and if Government, in their 
\,i • bi < -s .(< i “pf ,it<\ ‘urtl.'i i demand- i.-f m m linn-nt of tK ir staff, the\ 

\. j 11 In jsk nj ha mould. fio\«-rni' nt sun 1\ know fins aie today face 

fo ! ii with a vtni* nil <• e? i \ • I d. ui imri-t ^ < a ir se»*v mt s are ffivini; 

\i,u |..\al ser\ i« i d’h.o me ^il-ntb b.'ithu tliebunhn of their reduced 
pi \v uli :n< f i ased I .hour lo\ ilb and wnh t In jiciti-t t< irhe.ir.in'•* and 
padiciiee Do iio( i>\.-!-t*p tin* in • 1 lu**r of Government indeed I 

solemnly warn Ciovenn. , --nt do not c he\ond that mark- m other words 
do not ri trench am iimi.- -Imc. list, it tin \ do th--\ will only set abla/e 
the smouldering ember- of urave discontent that toda\ exists in e\er\ 
department of the Gioernmcnt of India and to which these Potrenehmont 
thiinnnt its ie eddmj tu-l and which, -is sure as nurht follows da\. will 
result in such an unparalleled c< onotnie catastrophe that Government 

will ri cret they ever appointed tln-se TMrenelunent Committee?; and the 
\ffiv,.r will equally reirret he pressed his motion before tins House today. 
With these remarks. Sir. and this warning 1 ask Government to reject this 
demand which T oppose 

(Mr Ynmin Khnn rose to speak ) 

Mr. President: TVforo I call upon the Honourable Member to speak. 
I Wish to know how much time be is likely to take Todav beintj Friday, 
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the Chair would like to udjourn the House now unless the Honourable 
Member is likely to finish in five or six minutes. 

Mr. Muhammad Yam in Khan (Agra Division* Muhammadan liurui): 1 
shall not take more than five or six minutes. 

In the beginning 1 must pay im tribute to the General Purposes Sub¬ 
committee, which took a Jot oi trouble in going thoroughly into this ques¬ 
tion and took great pains in examining this subject. Wc all appreciate the 
good work which has been done by tills Committee Hut with one remark 
w'hich fell from my Honourable friend, Sir Alxlur Italian, 1 do not agree. 
He said that this Committee was composed <>i all parties and of all shades 
of opinion in this House. Unfortunately my party was not represented 
therein. He knows the circumstances, and 1 do not wish to repeat flicm 
on the floor of the House My party wis not represented, in spite, 
of my great protests and in spite of my representations which 1 made at 
that time Mill I do not wjsli to disclose as to who was responsible lor liiv 
party not being represented on the General Purposes Ketrein hnieiil Com¬ 
mittee. The one principle w Im h 1 should like in m.d\< clear at the \i r\ 
beginning is this It was decided that the icporta <d tin* \.irmus Sub¬ 
committees should come hehnv the main IMivnchnient Committee and 
that the reports should be discussed there After the interim reports o} the 
various Sub-Committees were ready. th< v decided that thev must giw a 
chance to the Government nt India to go through these reports without 
giving any chance to tile mam Petri nclitm nt Committee oi without allow¬ 
ing the main lietreiiclmiciit ('miiimltir t<» ba\e.my \m< r in the affu r So. 
thi*se reports are really the reports of the \uiioik Subcommittees, and 
thf*\ are not the report of the main lletiem hment Committie We have 
got no share or responsibilit \ in making these leonnimcwlations but the 
res] onsibihty for each report rests on the paitieulur Sub-ComniittM which 
sat on particular subjects In tips wa\ I do not stand commitled to any 
proposals made h\ the different Sub Committci s, and tin rejoiv wc must 
examine each point on its own merits We ha\c to go thorough!* into each 
case and to see w la ther any case has been made nut for ri tn nchiiient and 
it i- ' nl\ then that we can gi\e our --uppi it to am prnjuK.d Hut il w« find 
that any proposal goes against the principle winch we ha\c adopted and 
if an\ rccoinmendation. whether made In one Suh-Comimtt e < r the 4 
other, contravenes the principle which we had in fair view, and if that re¬ 
commendation was made, ignoring that principle. then wr ran not find our 
wn\ to h nd our supiiort One principle vim It wc have to take in con¬ 
sidering the report of the General Purposes Suh-Comimftef. is that we 
should not touch ven materially the salaries of the officials who draw a 
salar* lmlow Rs 500 Wc. in the Sub-Committee of Po^ts and Tele¬ 
graphs, took great care in going through this question of overtime allow¬ 
ance and discussed it at great length We found there »• eri s.>me 
telegraphists who drew* overtime allowance We found (here were people 
in the railways who drew’ overtime allowance So this question of over¬ 
time allowance is not peculiar to the Customs Department We find this 
prevailing in so mnnv other departments, and so we must treat this 
simiUrh and simultaneously Tf we pick up nn|\ one particular 
department it will not he right or fair to stop if unless the main 
Itatrern hment Committee comes to the conclusion in future that it should 
be abolished all through Tint before we come fn this conclusion wdiother 
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overtime allowunce should he retrenched or not, one principle will have 
to be taken into consideration and it is this: that a man who joins the 
service has in view the prospects in the service. He joins in the grade 
of Hs. 175 to lis. 350, and he knows that he will make up over and above 
this lis. 50 to Us. 00 a month by doing extra work. If we make a sweeping 
retrenchment at this time, we will he depriving that man of the salary 
which he really expected at the time he entered service. We have already 
got a ten, per cent, cut in the salary of all the employees. This man in the 
Customs Department will he deprived not only ol ten per cent, of bis 
fixed salary, but also hi* overtime in full. Jn this way he will forgo a 
substantial portion ol his salary. This will act ver\ harshly on the poor 
employee. If this recommendation is accepted, it will apply to low paid 
subordinates who arc getting salaries from Us. 175 to Us 350 and from 
Us 350 rising to it* 050 This is not a big salary at. all They are not 
people Irom whom you ought to take out a substantial grant ot the kind 
which they arc getting I yyould not mind ll 25 per cent . or 10 per cent, 
(jf tins extra amount which they art getting, is also taken out That would 
he rpiitr sufficient; hut beyond that, unless and until we come to one 
deliberate conclusion in the main Uetrenchnient Committee, 1 am afraid 
we cannot accept that proposal 

The Assemhh then adjourned for Lunch Till Twenty Minutes Past 
Two of the Clock. 


The Assembly iv-assi rnhlcd afttr Lunch at Twenty Minutes Past 
Two of the Clock. Mr President in tin (’hair. 


Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer (Itohilkund and Kumaun DniMoiis Non- 
Muhammadan lluralj Sir, I must at the very outset in regard to this 
m -tion, wliuli has been desenbed as ,m rcnimmic cut. make im position 
wry clear I was inclined to support this motion at the outsit, hut 1 
hu\e absolutely and definitely clmngi d my mind after hearing the Leader 
ol the Jn'hptiidtnt Party He y\.u lhc Chairman ot a sub-committee, 

known as the lletrcnehment. Sub-Committee and a Chairman of a retrench¬ 
ment suih-eommittec cannot force his i ui down the throats of an admi¬ 
nistration because he wants what he has lveoinmended should he incor¬ 

porated As an Execuliw Count ill<>r. lie should lm\e known—T regret 
Ins absi nee at present hut I cannot postpone m\ speech awaiting his 

presence—as an ox-Executive Councillor lie should lu\e known that Cnni- 
e it'irs arc appointed to ad\ise and. for members oi committees, tin ugh 
they have constitutional authority, if is not the usual p.uTamemary 
,ti(|Uitte. to say that every comma and every syllable of their recom¬ 
mendation should he carried out T can understand the enunciation of 
the general principles. I can also understand the earning out of large 
cuts. When rny friend. Sirdar Harban* Singh, came forward w’ith a 
censure cut—and I still maintain that a censure cut is a censure cut and a 
token cut is a token cut, but I do not understand an economic cut which 
is uneconomical— T sav when my friend Sirdar H:\rbnns Singh came 
forward with a censure cut reducing the supply to the Executive Council 
to one rupee, (he left one rupee so that it might he called a censure), there 
was not- sufficient strength on the Opposition side, or for that matter there 
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was not sufficient opinion in favour ol Mr. Harkins Singh in Ihe all-Part \ 
collaborations to stand b\ that motion This is the first time in the his¬ 
tory ol this AssombK when Ordinances rage outside. lliat a liandiul of 
Oppositionists do not make it possible lor ibis side ol the House to censure 
the (joxernmeiit It is absurd and ridiculous lor am .Member on this 
side of tin House to stand up and su\, “We moud a censure cul ” No 
It was an economic cut that \\e nio\ed. or a l»’s 100 eul. \\c have not 
censured the administiat ion because we had not I lie e< urage to ccriHin the 
administration as tin (io\ernmenl w.i- ceiiM'nd in ihe past b\ eminent 
men like Pandit Motilal Xchui and Pandit Madan Mohan Mahmx.i cun 
when ilaie were nr> Ordinances in lbe country I absolutely decline to 
associate myself with Sir Ahdur Kahim s mol ion as an economic cut when 
neither his party nor lm party nor am othci p.irt\ on the lloor of the 
House had the courage 1o unfurl the ll.it; ol eeicnie .then confusion isi 
raging outside That henm the ease, it is nibcnloiK .1 is absurd, to t.dt 

ol an economic eut All that the Lcudci m the halt pendent Party -.nd 

to-da\ could have been s.nd oil .i 1(M> rupee < ut 'I'll* o wa- *«. llriii: to 
prevent an etoiinmic rut being discussed under a HMi-nipee eut So mu h 
for politic- and policy 

\ou ( «' 111 f 11 l lo the m«'iU o| i la « 111 < -1 . r i b * . ie-< i I.Vt *. in Iiiim lit 
CYuumliter recommends th.it oui must cul down -.> mia ii (eii.uulv it is 
not lor tbe i luurman m that i omniittce lo u-» Pais opportune in this 
House—though la* is ported lx entitled d<* -** 1 1 < •; 11 a t i-ial it ut i- nil jiouit 
ol \ lew -it i> not tm him to iim this < p|> atnii'W ■ n Ibis Hoik* and s. t a 
pistol to tie* head of Mie (inxcrnmi lit and , Tab* this nna b <a 1 
censure \on oil eeonomu grounds Thai is not Pa \\.i\ to dial with a 

situation like tin- I .iiii not m ,i r» i mu m with tla* laum s of the lie- 

trenchmeiil (’omnuttcc nor am I perfect!' m cimetneiit with .la pobc\ 
oi retmncliment 1 am \tr\ much anproci.if w. «.i tb< fuels 11? .t the* 
have brought forward and w« all honour Sn Alid'.r Ualeni tor the him 
rious d:ns he has devotid at \er\ 'jreal p» r-.ui al nu mncnienci t.> lmusell 
in a greni cause, but T do riot w cepf bis lodgment m regard lo ntr* neb 
merit I t< fuse to accept his figures because hi s Injures in mv opm.on an 
um\orlh\ ol aecept.iiie** in toto, which is whal h«* a inis 

\ow, conning to ila* .HI it ik!«* that I propo-r l<* adopt <n this side of 
the House, it is an attitude certainly not ol support lor this motion Whe¬ 
ther it. is going to he an attitude ut la'utiali* o* not or ol active* opposi¬ 
tion to it tin* future, which is not. very defunct hclorc us, will reveal. 
But when I sax this. I sax it with a dia* sense of responsibility attaching 
to mvsell. not in any party capacity but -is ,i Member who has a con¬ 
stituency outside and who dee|»l\ h*lt the mahilit* of ibis H.nise lo rise 
equal to the occasion and support the mol ion ^if Sirdar TTarb.ms Singh, 
because he made it a censure cut and because be meant tbai only oni‘ 
rupee should be left for the Executive. Council; mid had his motion been 
carried, we would not have witnessed the painful luxury of com citations 
that we had from this side of the House, futile and in mam respects un¬ 
satisfactory— as a memorial which wo have submitted to tin- Honourable 
the Leader of the House will disclose when ii is placed on the table—futile 
and unsatisfactory constitutional discussions that emanated from this 
House, because had Mr Harhnns Singh's motion been carried there would 
have been onlv one rupee left and vou could not raise a constitutional 
discussion on that one rupee; and if you raised it on that one rupee, 
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.subsequent discussions would have fallen to the ground; but what we 
wanted was not business; what we wanted was not censure; what we 
wanted, alas! was the luxury of futilities in which we have been indulging. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju (Ganjarn cum Vizagapatam: N on - M u h a mm ad an 
RurulJ. Sjr, 1 am very much surprised at the remarks oi my Honourable 
triend Mr Ihmga Iyer It I understood him aright, he is trying to cut 
h s nose to spite his face. 

Mr. K. Ahmad: What law? 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju: His luce He has mentioned about the cut 
motion oi my Honourable friend, “Sirdar Harbsns Singh 

An Honourable Member: Speak louder, 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju: li he had am cause tor complaint that that 
motion could not 1 m* dismissed in this Hmn‘, who U at fault? 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer: Who k at fault? 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju: 1 am answering you It the built of the 
Leader of tlit* Nationalist Party whose cut motion was put down for that 
day 


Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer: Of every party; of nil the parties including the 
Leader of tin* Nationalist Party 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju: No I maintain that it was not the fault of 
an\hod\ else It was an arrangement, as you know. Sir. that all the 
party leaders had come to a particular arrangement, and according to 
fhat particular arrangement my Honourable friend, the Leader of the 
Nationalist, Party, had to move his cut * and when that cut was tabled, it 
was of necessity given preference to other cuts in accordance with the 
rulin': \nu then gave on the understanding which we all unanimously 
agreed to follow , and I therefore sav that my Honourable friend 
Mr Ranga T\cr being ,i Member of this House is hound to obey the 
arrangement 

Mr. G. S. Ranga Iyer: T was not present at your part\ meeting 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju: Tf m\ Honourable friend Tvns not present, is that 
am reason whv he should come now and censure us md bring thk debate 
into disrepute 0 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer: Ymi brought Sirdar Huh,ms Siuehk motion 
into disrepute 


Mr. B. Sitaramaraju: And instead of having a quarrel with his own 
leader and with his own party or for that matter instead of settling the 
quarrels amongst themselves, he has wnntonlv attacked mv loader. It 
is no use denying that fief. What has mv leader done now? He wants 
that a certain retrenchment should he made in Customs, and he has shown 
the grounds whv that retrenchment should he given effect to. And he has 

r> 
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shown grounds how retrenchment could bo effected Does it lie in the 
mouth of a Member of the Nationalist Party to say that there should 
not be retrenchment, effected in tin* expenditure of tin* Government simply 
because Sirdar Kurbans Singh’s motion could not be discussed? Sir, 
T am ven much surprised I am always anxious that we should fry to 
understand each other and perform to the best of our ability the duty that, 
is cast upon us. We do not want to import unnecessary and personal 
matters into the debates on the floor of flu* House After all, we have 
come at a great sacrifice. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: Every one lias come ai a sucnlice. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju: 1 am glad to hear that every one has come at a 
sacrifice,—1 .know Membeis come at great personal sacrifices,--all ot us 
have come iioin long distances,—to share with the Government such 
responsibility as we can. to tell the Government when we cannot ague 
with them, wli) we could not and what they should do When that is out 
object, why should we unnecessarily quarrel and then attack each other 
simply because Sirdar Hurbans Singh’s motion could nut be moved .... 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer: The merits ot that motion, tlu censure 
motion. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju: My friend says it is a question ot tin. merit- of 
that motion Honourable Members of this House are aware that the 
merits of that motion have been discussed by a Resolution ot tins Muik. 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer: A ridiculous and fantastic Resolution 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju: It nun la* a ridiculous Resolution, but my Hon¬ 
ourable friend was himself a party to it I Applause J 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer: \ p.nt* under .1 eompnai.ist 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju: My friend says that be wa- a party under a 
compromise, but still 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer: A compromise which was not observed 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju: A compromise, m\ friend says, which was not 
observed So far as T understand the position, there \\is no such 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer: T would point out Sir 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Fiahimtnola): Order, 
order* The Honourable Member must remember fli.it Ik was nol inter¬ 
rupted even once during the course of his own speech The Chair finds 
that the Honourable Member who is in possession of the House is hardly 
allowed to complete a single sentence without being interrupted by the 
Honourable Member. T should like to ask the Honourable Member whe¬ 
ther it is wise to discuss on the floor of the House what happened inside 
party meetings. The arrangement to which the whole House agreed has 
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been carried out. 1 did not like to interrupt the Honourable Member when 
he was addressing the House, but it is not desirable in the opinion of the 
Chair that any discussion ot what happened at party meetings should 
take place here as far as possible, and unless the question ot principle is 
involved, it -hould not be brought on tin* door of the House The Honour¬ 
able Member had full liberty to give expression to his views uninterrupted, 
and the Chair would ask the Honourable Member not to interrupt other 
speakers it after the conclusion of the speech of the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber who j" in possession ot the House, the Honourable Member has any¬ 
thing to say by way of a personal explanation, the Chair will give him 
ample opportunity to do so, but in the interests oi good deflate the Hon¬ 
ourable Member will abstain from interrupting so frequently as he has been 
doing. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju: Sir. I am very grateful to you lor your remarks 
That C - \ i* 11 \ whaf T am trying to <*ome\ It is not lor us to import 
into this question extraneous considerations. 

There is just one more ol>ser\ation which my friend made. He said 
that it d*M*s not he m the mouth ot Sir Ahdur Il.ihmi. the President ot the 
General Purposes Committee, to say that the Government should accept 
everv one ut the recommendations ot that Committee, and that it was not 
opt n to them to sav so That is not exactlv the position. Sir, that m\ 
leader ha^ taken up What lie said was this, that there was considerable 
room for retrenchment, hut still Government had not earned out retrench¬ 
ments to the • xtonfc that they should have. Although we had the explana¬ 
tion (>t tie- Honourable the Fmanet Secretary and other Members, still 
we an> not quite satisfied w ith the explanation offered, and we reel that 
Governnunt have not effected retrenchments to the fullest possible extent. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra (Chittagong and Itajshahi Divisions: Non-Muham¬ 
madan KuniF Mr Tlanga I\cr should give notice oi his own aim ndinents, 
instead of criticising others 

Mr. K. Ahmed: Sir this is ,, cut motion that the Demand under the 
head Customs be reduced by IN 0 .V7,n00 That k called an economic 
nit 1 understand (Laughter ) It has been distinguished by lm friend 
Mr Tkinga Tver 

An Honourable Member: TTe is \our friend 

Mr. K, Ahmed: Y* he is m\ friend but he does not ask me to lunch. 
(Laughte **) My friend has distinguished that economic cut and his 
called it a token cut or a cut on a motion of censure 

An Honourable Member: What is the difference? 

Mr K. Ahmed: That is an t lenientur\ question Now. Sir. according 
to my friend, b\ calling the out an economic cut. it is implied that because 
he is a parts leader he agreed to that cut, and the Honourable the President 
accepted it, hut it. i* no use criticising the term, whether it is a “token 
cut*’ or a ,f censure cut” or an “economic cut”, because now the whole 
country is fitting, and im friend Mr. ftanga Her has todav forgotten—he 

!> 2 
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is breathing so rapidly (Laughter)—he is not economising towards com¬ 
mitting murder he is killing, he is inhaling and exhaling all hia breath,—he 
is killing the insects of the atmosphere, particularly on the floor of this 
House. Be that a s it may but the Honourable Member from Bengal, the 
Mover of this motion, wants to reduce a certain amount which is incurred 
on overtime payment for officers of the Customs Department The figures 
can be found at pages 1 to 29, and it appears under head Preventive 
Officers. There are in the present year 273 such officers. Out of these 
273 Preventive Officers mentioned by the Mover of the motion 1 understand 
that a majority of them belong to the community of my friend Colonel Sir 
Henry Gidney who I find is likened to Shylock, but he himself is pretend¬ 
ing to play the role of Portia. He is rude, and instead of being tolerant, 
he is rough to Inn friends of the opposite party, forgetting that the major 
portion of the 273 appointments of Preventive Officers are held by members 
of his community and their salaries are paid out of the revenues collected 
from the majority community whom some of my friends represent in this* 
House. And if ho had any sense of humour (Laughter), if my friend Sir 
Henry had realised the situation, he would have seen that it is now over 
12 years that he in representing a constituency, and if he is not doing any 
service to them. 1 am afraid that he is doing a great injustice to the 
constituency that he has the honour to represent; instead of trying to do 
good to his constituency, he is badly treating them, because he knows.— 
T am telling him through you, Sir,—he is sitting very cheerfully on his seat 
(Laughter) without realising the whole situation and treating his colleagues 
as if they are, what shall I say, savage beasts. (Laughter.) (An HonQurable 
Member: “They are friends.”) Yes, but he did not invite them to lunch 
or was even courteous when speaking Well, if my friend knows that his 
constituents should he treated well, particularly m view of his nomination 
to thifc# House, then ho should urge that the members of his community 
should be properly paid, and it is his duty t-o make matters smooth md 
not to make them rough It is. Sir, for that- reason .... 

Mr. C. S. Eanga Iyer: On a personal explanation. Sir In view of the 
observations that arc being made relating to my conduct, I should like to 
explain and it is smpported by my side of the House that the question that 
this motion should he supported as a party arrangement is absolutely in¬ 
correct, because our party has not agreed to support the motion or to 
oppose it. The only arrangement was that it should he taken up for dis¬ 
cussion, and every one of mv party is a free agent I have not therefore 
been a party to any breach of agreement. 

Mr. E. Ahmed: That explanation should have been given bv the Hon¬ 
ourable Member much earlier or at least after 1 had finished (Laughter)* 
out of courtesy he should have followed the rules of etiquette of this# House 
or of anv society and I am verv much afraid that mv Honourable friend is 
not conducting himself properly. (At this stage Mr 0 S Banga Iver 
rose in his seat to interrupt the speaker.) T am not going to yield. He 
is not in a proper mood and I am very sorry for him because his move¬ 
ment today from beginning to end shows that people in these hard days 
will not put up with it. We have got the licence to address this Assembly, 
with certain understanding, under certain rules of etiquette. If we 
conduct ourselves and become objectionable in season and out. of season, 
will the independent Members, particularly the elected Members, and you, 
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Sir, who are elected by the people—will the Members of this House allow 
that sort of thin# whenj people do not like it and if anybody is objectionable 
people would not put up with it. Sir, I leave m t y Honourable friend Mr. 
Ranga Iyer alone. 

Corning to the cut of Rs. 6,57,000, which is called an economic cut, 
m\ friend the Leader of the Independent Party wants to cam home from 
the point of view of economy that the rate of payment for overtime work 
should he reduced by half Many other Honourable Members have men¬ 
tioned that in other departments there ia no overtime for extra work, for 
instance, in the police and the <\ I I). They work day and night; they 
have to wield regulation lathis and watch day and night, and where are 
those Anglo-Indians, where are those people who want overtime -which 
eoiiH-s to Rs 18 »»r 14 lakhs? This year time lias lapsed and payment will 
lx* made up to the .'list March. There is no work in the port of Calcutta; 
very few steamers are coming in I do not know about the condition in 
Bomba\ and Karachi, probably it is worse. The amount of reduction 
which i^ stated in the cut by the Leader of the Independent Party will not 
be the right figure, because all of us know even from the income of the 
other departments, such as the railways and others; probably it. will be 
much less Sn, I do not think there will he verv much overtime that these 
Custom* officers will have to work But he that as it may, it is for the 
sake of a principle that the light is taking place on the floor of this House. 
If Mr Nixon. who has been in the Accountant General's office, Bombay, 
had not used the word “henchman” to Mr. S. C. Mitra he would have 
done better than what he did in his maiden speech to-day. 20 years ago 
I us* j d that term in respect of a J unior Public Prosecutor of Alipore and the 
Magistrate immediately took me to task 1 w'as then a practitioner of 
three or lour years’ standing, and I was in the same position as Mr. Nixon 
is to-day 1 have since grown old. Once 1 called a Public Prosecutor us 
Private Persecutor’’ and I lost my case. (Laughter.) Sir Henry- Gridnev 
ha-, forgotten his position and is fighting with the Leader of a Party w’ho 
is a very educated und experienced gentleman, the second of whom you 
cannot get in the w hole of my province It. i* high time that the Honour¬ 
able the Finance Member came forward and asked politely the Leader of 
the Independent Party to withdraw his economic cut, giving a definite 
promise that Government will consider and follow the rules of economy. 
No Government can now-a-davs become spendthrift. Their debts are 
becoming greater and greater. I do not know what danger is ahead m the 
coming year iSo, it will he advisable if the Government explain the situa¬ 
tion and try to bring about uniformity in the salaries paid in different 
departments. The majority of these Anglo-Indians, without passing any 
examination or being educated in am university, draw fat salaries. My 
Honourable friend Mr. Yamin Khan is far away from the port of Calcutta,, 
in an upcoiuitry district, Meerut, with very’ little experience of what 
happens in the Customs offices in Calcutta, Bombay and Karachi. He 
innocently stated in his speech that to start on a salary of 130 per month- 
you must be a graduate at least. I challenge Government and Colonel 
Gidney to say how many of them are graduates. Now, this jal police (Port 
Police), as they call it, are not getting all sorts pf extra pay and allowances 
in addition to their salary’. I happen to have experience of both the police 
and the Customs officers as my Chamber is situated next door, so to say. 
I have been there for 22 or 28 years and I know every corner of the Customs 
House and the police court. I know' the duty discharged by the police. 



2254 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[18th Mae. 1032. 


[Mr. K Ahmed.J 

l< the*re any justification for these Anglo-Indian^ in the Customs office 
t r draw Hr. 130 to 575 without passing an\ exam mat ions ? Is it a joke 
or is ho a spoilt child? (JAevt.-Colonel Sir Hrnry Gidncy : “Spoilt child/') 
If it is a spoilt child then the parents know how to treat him and he will 
tumble down and realise that this is not the game <>f a child My friend 
Col. Gidncy must realise which community he is representing Tt is a 
principle for which the fight in going on. and 1 hope that the Honourable 
the Finance Member will get up and explain how he k going to observe the 
rules for retrenchment. 

1 have a personal grudge against this office, speaking on behalf of my 
community. There are only three Muhammadan Preventive Ofii< ers out 
of 273 officers One man. who was an M A with first rlas s linimii.s. has 
been permanently transferred to the Education Department a*- Lecturer at 
the Islamia College on a higher salan than Its 130 Member- of my 
community are told ill this J louse, in »-oason and out of season, that though 
they have passed the examination, they lack experience and thc\ cannot 
pass a departmental examination The second Prevent \r Officer lue* got 
14 years’ service On account of retrenchment bin post ha- been reduced, 
while Anglo-Indians with 25 to 30 years service or even more and who 
ought to have been reduced first have been retained M\ friend Col 
Gidney does not realise tic* posilion. ihmii -Colnnrl Sii Ih'h'n Ghlmn 
“What is that 0 ”) My friend asks what is that Is there am couutM a here 
this sort of jobbery, pilfering <and extortion goes on at the • M'Os, of On* 
tax-payer* 1 That poor Muhammadan lad with It n.irs ixpureiut in tin* 
service has been reduced T want to ask the Honourable the Finance 
Member, Mr Nixon, and the Revenue Board bow lone flu- injustice is 
going to bo done to my community Mv friend Col (iidnev u r* pn s, nt- 
ing tlie Anglo-Tndinns. hu* why should flit* Government go e lum md Ids 
community any preferciict over the sc»us of tIn* soil*’ llav* \<>u beawl < : anv 
country where the sun <»f the soil ar»• treated like tins 0 If i nun is 
1 Muhammadan then von think according to \ou lie nnH hi* disqualified. 
This is the sort of treatment meted out to members of m\ eommunitv, 
and T challenge the Honourable the Finance Member to make an inquiry 
into this matter, that if the rule for retrenchment has been infringed and 
a poor Muhammadan lad is the victim, that has got to he c et 

T ‘ M ' right, and the sooner it is done tlu better, because our people 
are getting impatient, and the treatment meted out particular^ in this 
department is certainly shocking. 

Four years ago, Mr President, when your predecessor was in the chair, 
it was mvself that had taken to task a Customs officer in Calcutta, and 
also the Chairman of the Board of Revenue, because they would not listen 
to those mernorialH which thov receive day and night. Sir. T might men¬ 
tion that I wrote a demi-official letter on the basis of certain information 
from some Muharnlmadan Association asking the Collector of Customs, 
Mr. Hardy—who was here sometime ago sitting in the sent of our Honour¬ 
able friend, Mr. Nixon—but, Sir, he had not the courtesy to reply to my 
letter, though ho is mv intimate friend, as far as T am personally concerned. 
But, Sir, if injustice is done, in order to satisfy the Anglo-Indian com¬ 
munity and in order to sniffer illegalities known to the trade, then it is 
high time that something was done, so that justice may prevail, and if 
justice is not done, then woe to the Government. If the Government 



THE GENERAL BUDGET—JJ8T OF DEMANDS. 225S 

already know all the facta and atill they will say, "W e shall consider” 
hut will nmtr consider the situation, and if that bov is removed from his 
post while men with 25 to 30 years' service or even more are kept on, so 
that they might continue to draw their fat salaries, is not, I ask the 
very object and its principle laid down hv theniselve R of retrenchment 
frustrated ? Booh not the Honourable the Finance Membe r or Mr. Nixon, 
who mentioned a court of appeal, realize that this is the court <>i appeal for 
him, and that if he had to appear before that court, contempt proceedings 
would have been drawn against him for negligence and dereliction of duty? 
I ask, Sir, in all seriousness that the.*c matters should ho inquired into 
and justice should he done to these poor people As far as mv friend. Sir 
Hugh Cocke, i< concerned, he says there are certain items of retrenchment 
which were considered—T think two of them he said—hut as regards the 
rest, “not till he heard from the (xovernment'’—said mv friend—would he 
do anything Is he not, 7 ask. the Tender of the European Group here? 
Is he not independent of the Government? Has he not got hi* own 
opinion 9 I thought lm friend was ver\ good at arithmetic and in audit, 
and if ho will expert that the • ertifieation will follow, T am very sorry. 
With regard to Mr Nixon’s statement that he wants the sense of 
responsibilit\ in the departmental head* to be waited for. it was his duty, 
Sir that he should have at once, instead of making a length} speech, told 
hm lender of whom according to him lie is the “henchman ”, that he 
would at once advise him to take into consideration nil those six item*, so 
that the Government, would try their best to help the Sub-Committee m 
the matter. 


^ir. th• {.>n hit cent eui k no doubt ,1 uniform cut all thrmgh; and 
tin \ li.i\» agr* i (1 1 lulieve that the ton per cent, should apply with regard 
to overt mir also Well Sir. there is also the principle of tin* cut in the 
deduction of salan including overtime Bui then if a definite amount will 
he reduced if this motion K carried. I do not know how far thi* position will 
Im a fleeted when the Honourable the Finance Member moves his motion 
tor granting that Demand of about 111 lakhs I believe, and u there is a 
reduction lor the sake of eeononn of fi lakhs, I do nor know how far those 
f-giires will be accurate bemuse I know for certain that the same amount 
will never come, even it this House passe* this motion for the sake of 
economy But, Sir. 1 expect that certain undertakings should be driven 
l a Government 

With regard, Sir, to the income, the members of Honourable friend 
Sir Henry Gidney's constituency, who arc m the Customs Offices are 
receiving, 1 must tell him that the income has been reduced so much and 
the establishment cost 1ms increased so much that now-a-davs nobody 
can afford to speak in the tone that- he has spoken. It mav be that the 
Police Office is engaged on imposing fines, but certainly. Sir. the Customs 
Department that has brought about so much misappropriation, that has 
:>o much illegality to its credit and so much negligence, as has been 
shown, by its officers for the last few" years, surely that Department 
cannot be allow r ed to have so much latitude for the sake of its Anglo-Indian 
officers. Sir, only a few days ago we came to know that certain revolvers 
and ammunition and cartridges, etc., were despatched from a foreign ^ 
country like Germany or Russia and found their way to the toll office of * 
the Customs Department in Calcutta through the negligence of its officers, 
who l-hus were instrumental in the smuggling of these revolvers which are 
the instruments of killing our I. C. S. men in Bengal if not in other 
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places. Sir, the smuggling of revolvers and the smuggling of opium and 
cocaine have brought in very bad results and discredit to the Customs 
Department, and it is high time that qualified men, with experience of 
police methods, educated men having experience of C. 1. D. work, should 
be recruited; otherwise, Sir, such nefarious smuggling will bring ruination 
to the case of Bengal administration—1 do not know so much of Bombay 
Karachi and other ports. Sir, I should ask the Finance Member to give 
a definite written direction to the Central Board of Revenue so that they 
might write to the Collector of Customs to be very very careful in the 
matter of future appointments aud to consider all these matters, because, 
Sir. we are fighting here to save the Government and to bring safety to 
the country. It is scandalous that men should draw high and fat salaries 
and at the same time abuse their powers, with the result that valuable 
I. C. S. and other officers who work meritoriously and give their services for 
the good of our country should be saved from being done to death through 
the smuggling of arms through the customs in these davs of difficulty. 
Now, Sir, on account of the negligence and unfitness of the Anglo-Indian 
officers, the Customs Department could not discharge their proper dutv 
I would not like to trouble* the House with any other question except 
this that merit should be considered first of all the necessary qualification 
and not the other question of the communal right of their pro tun'o per¬ 
centage m the matter of appointment With regard to the cut motion for 
Ks. b,57,0<>0 I ask the Government to he good enough to give certain 
undertakings to satisfy the Leader of the Independent Party and to 
satisfy particularly the elected Members that they will take certain steps 
to meet their request. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions: Non-Muham¬ 
madan): Sir. I have very great pleasure in supporting the motion moved 
by my friend Sir Abdur Bahim and I am only sorrs that the Honourabi 
the Finance Member did not immediately get up and accept his very 
reasonable proposals I would not have troubled the House were it not 
for the fact that some Member of my Party got up and said that he 
personally dissociated himself from the motion moved by the Leader of 
the Independent Party, in that there was no party question in it. Well 
Sir, I think it is a matter upon which non-official Members, and even 
the official Benches, know what was passing behind the scenes. When 
we set out our procedure for the purpose of wasting as little time as 
possible on the various cuts, all Members who were present and the re¬ 
presentatives of all parties appointed a small Budget Committee to go 
into the various cuts. That Budget Committee drew up its list, and on 
Wednesday immediately after you adjourned the House, Members met and 
generally approved of the action taken by the Budget Committee. They 
did not certainly bind the Members to any individual cut. but there was 
a general approval that these cuts should be tabled following the lines of 
recommendations made by the General Purposes Committee. Various 
Members who have given notices of these cuts have consequently given 
notices upon the strength of the recommendations of the General Purposes 
Committee. I therefore submit that while Members are free to speak on 
% the merits of any particular cut. they cannot repudiate the pact that was 
* made by the non-official Benches for the purpose of economising time 

Having said this, I wish to very clearly point out that the Honour¬ 
able the Leader of the Independent Party has been, indeed, much too 



TI1E GENERAL BUDGET—LIST OF DEMANDS. 


2257 


modest in demanding only a cut of Rs. 6,57,(XX). If Honourable Mem¬ 
bers will turn to page 31 of part II of the General Purposes Committee's 
report', thrv will find that from overtime and penalty the Customs receive 
a revenue of Rs. 12,35,(KM), out of which Rs. (5,47 (MX) out of the overtime 
and Its. 3 351,000 out oMhe penalty realised, is paid to officers and the 
balance ol Rs. 1,5)1,000 is spent in grants to various seamen's institutions. 
N.ow, what tlie Honourable Members of the General Purposes Committee 
reeonnnendrd was that the payment of this last sum of Rs. 51,80,000 to 
the ofheers m addition to their pay for overtime and a share of the penalty 
was unpislified on two grounds First, on the ground that they vere 
whoie-tirue officer" and, secondly. upon the ground that these officers were 
well paid and in the present year of stress and national anxiety they 
should l»ear a certain proportion of the burden which falls upon even 
servant of tlu* State. I submit that there is hardly anything to be said 
against the motion moved by tin Honourable th*> Leader of iho Independent 
Party It I have understood the statement made hv the Honourable the 
Finance Member on previous occasions in this connection aright, I under- 
stood lu" statement to mean this, that he is still exploring the further 
avenues for retrenchment and that the chapter of national economy is not 
yet eloped All that, therefore, we want the Honourable the Finance 
Member to do is to take into account the wishes of this side of the House 
that this iiem should he considered while dealing with the other factors 
on the subject of retrenchment I -ubmit that the Honourable the 
Finance Members hands will la* greatly strengthened by the vote of this 
House and it is not merely for the purpose of making a cut on this or 
on other items of the Budget that we have tabled these motions We are 
smeeivK <>t opinion that there is a great room for further retrenchment, 
and it is in order to strengthen the hands of the Finance Department in 
their effort to make further retrenchments that we have tabled these cuts 
m a purely fnendK spirit, with no desire to antagonise anyone on the 
Treasury Benches, bm wjth the single purpose of strengthening the hands 
of the Finance and the other departments in effecting national economy. 
That, I submit, is our sole purpose and I have not the slightest doubt 
that tin Honourable the Finance Member and his colleagues occupying 
the Trc.iMirv Benches will understand that that is our purpose and no 
other 

Sir, it is now quarter past three T had hoped that, following the line 
of action that all Honourable Members had decided to take on Wednesday, 
we should he able, at any ratv, to clear one page of the Agenda Paper. 
But unfortunately we are still on the first cut. and if Honourable Member* 
express a desire I should certainly ask the Honourable Members to place 
a curb upon their eloquence and see that all future motions are limited 
t\* to time for 10 minutes I submit, Sn. that we must convert ourselves 
into a business House Let in not repeat the lamentable spectacle which 
this House presented in connection with the Railway Budget, and I am 
sorry that I have to say so in such explicit terms today that we have 
wasted a greater part of today which we had reserved for formal business 
of moving economy cuts under the various heads of the demands. I appeal 
to the Honourable Members once more that these cuts were never intended 
to be debated upon at great length, or indeed at any length at all. The 
intention was that the speeches of the Members are contained iu the 
report of the Retrenchment Committee, the facts an* known to the 
Honourable, occupants of the Treasury Benches and a formal motion by 
the authors of the cut would suffice for the purpose of justifying theitti 
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I hope thut that procedure will, at am rate, now be followed during the 
rest of today and tomorrow, so that we may be able to dispose of the 
business we have remaining in hand. 

Several Honourable Members: The question may now be put. 

Mr. President: 1 accept the closure. The question is: 

“ That the question bo now put." 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, m spite of the ruling which 
has just been given by my Honourable and learned,—I might almost say 
omniscient—friend, the Leader of the* Nationalist Party, that there in noth¬ 
ing to lie said m answer to the motion which has been mo\ed b\ liiy 
Honourable and learned friend, the Leader ot the Independent Party, in 
spite nl that ruling, Sir, I am atraul 1 must ask tin House to listen to 
what 1 lia\e got to say. Hut, 1 hopi Sir. reciprocating wliul bus t.tilen 
from the lips of my Honourable and learned trieiid, the House will .ippiti- 
ciate that when 1 ask lor tin* lull amount nl e\p(iuhture tor winch we 
have asked 111 the Demands tor Grants, 1 do so m a porteith m« ndly 
spirit. Sir, there is no malice in m\ attack on the lavpuwr- jmekets 
] am triendl\ to even tax payer, but I am afraid that 1 want bis money. 
Sir, J have received a certain amount ot support m the course of tins 
debate, and 1 am grateiul tor the support whether it mines fiom ilm 
Benches opposite, from my Honourable and eloqut nt triend Air Hanga 
Iyer or from my right, from m\ Honourable and gallant trn nd Sir Henry 
Gidney. or from behind liu , lmm ni’\ lo\al “henehman Mr Nixon 
(Laughter) Who has indeed in all tlie^e engagements, m all these 
serious battles about retrenchment rendered to me the service ot a true 
henchman, which is to stand by the side of his holder t<» ward otT blows 
which may fall on him and to deliver shrewd blows on his opponents. 
Sir, I will trv to observe the directions which im Honourable inend the 
Leader of the Nationalist Party has laid down, namely, brevity in speeches 
on this subject But T stand here to convince the House, if 1 can—and 
I am confident that 1 shall he able to do so,— to eonvmee the House on 
its merits of the justice ot the demand we arc now making The cast' ts 
really a verv simple one There are, as Air. Nixon pointed out. Mo im.in 
points of difference lad ween the sum which we require and the sum which, 
if this motion were accepted, we should get In the first place the re¬ 
commendation of the General Purposes Sub-Committee was that there 
should be, a general eut in establishment, allowances, etc , of 15 per cent., 
and we have felt that we cannot safely accept mure than 10 per cent. 
That accounts for Its. 2,85,000. And in the second place there is n differ¬ 
ence between their recommendation as regards overtime fees and what 
we feel it fair to impose upon the staff. This accounts for Us. 3,53,000. 
These two differences combined give us a total of Ks. 0,38,000 which is 
very near to the total amount of the cut. Now, in one respect, I think 
the way in which this cut has been put to the House is somewhat mis¬ 
leading. I should like to call the attention of Honourable Members* to the 
summary which we have circulated, where they will find that under 
Demand 16 the recommendations of the Retrenchment Sub-Committee 
were for economies of Rs. 16,03,000. If they follow the table down to 
the bottom, and if they eliminate the increase in compensation and assign¬ 
ments due to the introduction of new arrangements for receipts of Cochin 
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Port of 9 lakhs, which of course is not an extra expenditure at all, if they 
eliminate that item, thev will find that in fact even allowing for incre¬ 
ments in pa\ and for certain new items of expenditure, we are actually 
reducing the ('ustoms grant l>\ 15 lakhs and 85 thousand rupees. That 
is nnlv lis. 15,000 short ut the Retrenchment Sub-Committee's recom¬ 
mendations i IVeelv admit that m that, total is. included the sum for 
cuts in pa\. Rut, I do think it is somewhat unfair, in judging of the 
» ffocts of retrenchment. entirely to eliminate the effects oi cuts in pay; 
nee: ui.se as the Retrenchment’ Suh-(’ommittee themselves pointed out 
\«■»' f.irh m tlwii discussions u hum aim at retrenchment in two ways, 
purtlv h\ reducing the stuff and p.irilv bv reducing the pav of the staff 
th.it we are retaunug I would put it to the House that an economy of 
u.utioalh Ik 10 lakh- on a lm.miI *.} almut ll- 90 lakhs is a very substan¬ 
tial a< hieveinent \o.\. I feel it -omeuhat unfortunate that according 
to ibe order o| priority winch the nart a s in this House have adopted, we 
should have all ibe-e eut- on tic revenue producing departments first. 

I tiel it is unfortunate hermit—and I lure put lm^ell on the same side 
a*- in\ Honourable inend- opposite—l»ec,uise I am anxious that file whole 
<!Me-1 tun o» l-etienciiment dioulrl bt ’ull\ reMewed 1>\ this House But 
ui euiinei timi with revenue collecting (h partim nts there are si>ecial consi¬ 
derations uhieh apph and it is r* .do a very dangerous thing to carry 
Mtnnehment ton tar I ouidr oi '-our-* n a sons** to he pleased that this 
■ rdi r lias been .idupti <1 hcr.iiist nor e.is«‘ m delending our position is very 
"ii, p stronger as n jards th* reunite produ< ing departments than it can 
pnsv]|,K b< as regards ,ui\ other departments In the latter you can, if 
'ou dfsiie as ;{ matter <>1 pohc\. iedu.*e the service* which the Govern¬ 
in' r.i an nuidt ling But m the ea-e of the revenue producing depart- 
ii « nt^, \nu nr, nuking a i<t sums ui money. Indeed ii our proposals are 
•’an *n < vita Km <'ti an\ side at all. 1 d* finitely think that it is not on 
t»«. s K p. <.\ liMdeipiate retrcnchnient. tor m the ease <>t the Customs and 
tin* hic»nm*-tii\ Departments w( m be actually gmng too tai* in risking 
oduetiorK id staff Now it 1 ;urn t<» the substance oi tlie recommenda¬ 
tions of the Retrenchment Sub-('ommit 1 ♦ e. tliev have recommended what 
i 'mi afr.ud 1 nm-t des«niie a« an «ntirelv arbitrary eut ot 15 ])or cent. 

I have found no pianaiion of why they Jut upon e\aetl\ this figure of 
15 pet cent In otlvr cmm«*. they have adopti'd different percentages, 
luit m the (’ustoms. as a matter of immediate judgment based on some 
-'ort ol a priori intuition thev sr« m to liave arrived at the conclusion that 
15 per rent is a fair amount We. Sir, have approached the matter from 
the other side We have approached it. if T mav adopt the philosophical 
dMinctinn. bv empirical methods, we have gone down to the actual facts, 

• nsjdered our staff and considered uhat it would be safe to retrench. I 
ou!d put d t" the House that that is the onl\ method which is safe 
"lun one comes to deal with i department of this kind: tor it has a 
definite service to perform and we must not risk the efficient performance 
of that service. Otherwise, we shall defeat the whole object of the re¬ 
trenchment campaign. \mv T have before me here a long note prepared 
bv the Department going in von great detail into the various recom¬ 
mendations of the Retrenchment Sub-Committee. Obviously 1 cannot ask 
the House to bear with me in going fully through this note. But there 
are certain points to which I should like to call the attention of the House. 
To take practical example, the Sub-Committee, for example, made a re¬ 
commendation that the net reduction among officers, taking Collectors 
and Assistant Collectors together, should be at least six. Thev said that 
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the Board's proposal to make a net reduction of three, that is to say, 
ten per cent., was not enough. They recommended six of the posts on 
their ideal percentage of 15 per cent. In the first place. I would point 
out that a reduction of six from a cadre of 35, which is the cadre, would 
be a reduction of 17 per cent and not 15 per cent 1 would point out, 
secondly, that in fact it is not correct to show that the reduction offered 
by the Board is three because the Board has actually proposed u reduc¬ 
tion of five Assistant Collectors’ po^ts partly counterbalanced by the 
creation of two new posts of Chief Accounts Officer Now one Chief 
Accounts Officer is to replace the Cay and Account^ Officer at Calcutta, 
whose pa\ was ionmrly shown under Demand No 37 and whose post 
was abolished from the first December. 1931 This officer s tunctions 
were indispensable functions and would have had to he assigned to an 
Assistant Collector of Customs but for the creation ot the post of a Chief 
Accounts Officer I merely mention that detail to show that, it 
ic very difficult to give an exact picture ulieu you take one grant by itself, 
because a good mam ot these grants hang together Then again the pay 
c.f a Pay and Accounts Officer, and so ot each of the two new officers is 
on a lower scale than that ot the Imperial Customs Service, and also 
those posts do not earn \ arums concessions. Allowing tor all those 
differences, we reckon that each of these* new posts n equivalent to onlv 
2/3rds of one of the Assistant Collectors hips which has been abolished. 
Following out that saint* precise arithmetical method of calculations, we 
find that against a cadre of five Collectors and 26 Assistant Collectors, 
plus two-thirds of an officer,—the figure I put in to represent one Pay 
and Accounts Officer,—from a total of 31, Ijrds officers, the Board has 
proposed a reduction to a cadre of 5 Collectors plus 21 Assistant Col¬ 
lectors, plus l.Jrd of ail officer, representing two Chief Accounts Officers, 
a total of 27, $rd officers which gives a net reduction of 4, Jrd officers, or 
nearlv 14 per cent of the original staff of officers. I merely mention 
those figures to show that if there is any virtue in the particular figure 
of 15 per cent., if we really follow out what we have done, we have got 
verv near to it In the ease oi officers, we have in fact made a reduction 
cf 14 per cent That is really as far as we think it is possible to go If 
another Assistant Collector were to go, which would bring the total up to 
17 per cent., he would have to be taken from Madras. Now, we cannot 
take him from Madras at present until we have had time to gauge* the 
extent of the extra burden that the Collector there will have to hear as 
a result of our decision to abolish the post of Collector of Salt Revenue 
and make the Collector of Customs the head of the Salt Department. 
Th.it brings up another connected point which of course is not quite 
clear from studying this grant h\ itself. 

Now'. Sir, I must apologise to this House for having gone into these 
details, hut really until you go into the actual staff in this way it is im¬ 
possible to say whether you can effect a 10 per cent reduction or a 15 
per cent, reduction, or any other figure that you like to take. I would 
put it, to the House that we have gone most carefully through the whole 
position; wo have endeavoured to meet the recommendations of the Re¬ 
trenchment iSHib-Committee as far as wc possibly can, and we have gone 
a great deal further than our own departmental officers have advised us* 
that it was safe to go. And I w ould ask the House to treat this matter,— 
in a sense perhaps if is a small matter but this discussion is typical of 
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what all the other discussions wilt be, particularly in matters connected 
with revenue departments,—1 would ask every Member of the House to 
weigh very carefully the action that he will take before he commits 
himself to a line of action which 1 maintain would be one designed to 
force the Government into courses which are realh unsound and really 
contrary to the public ini crest. 

A good deal has been said by my Honourable friend Mr. K. Ahmed 
about certain expectations and undertakings that he might get from me. 

1 d<> not Know exactly what my Honourable friend had in mind. But 
I can give him this undertaking—that although I stand here now and say 
that this is the minimum demand which we feel we cun safely put 
before the Houm* in the present circumstances, that is not, as 1 have 
said to the House on many occasions, our last word on the subject. We 
i.«i not regard tins a* tin* sum and end ot our attempts to achieve economy. 
We hn\e go’ to L r o on making effort* a* long as the present economic 
conditions remain, not mere]' in order to effect further reductions but 
m order to Keep when we .in 1 would remind the House that wa* are 
net like a man -landing on a pavement who if he stands «till remains 
w here he i*. we an- landing on a sort of moving platform, and unless 

w» aetualK mn\e backwards we are hound to go on moving forwards as 

regards expenditure, because we have to ta< e every year tin* automatic 
increase owing to the increments of pay: and we shall certainly require 
<m effort, as I *a\. not merely to reduce e.\p< nditure hut to keep it at 
its present level That effort, J assure the House, will he made, but I 
..*li them not to 1 1 >i*ce tlnuTmiinit. now beyond what wo consider after 
the fullest possible consideration to he s;»te 

Thin, Sir, I he*iiute to we.irv tin Hou>e with any further discussion 
ot this question ot overtime pay. But 1 would just like to put before 
tin in exactly what i* the position of one of these officers wlio is entitled 
to overtime pnv We are informed that owing to the decline in business, 

the average rate that am limn will get irom these overtime fee* will be 

reduced by considerably more than 30 per cent. The Board has actually 
eases of one class of men whose average earnings from fee* have declined 
from Hr. 70 over the last three years to Rs 37 in the current year. Now, 
Sir, if the House will consider the position of one of these men, it is this. 
Supposing lus pit\ is Ks 30(1 and he can expect from overtime Rs 70. he 
loses m the first place his cut of 10 per cent on his p ;i \ 0 f Rs 30(1 which 
brings him down to Ks *270 Then instead of getting Rs 70 on his over¬ 
time fees he actually gets R* 37. which brings him down to Rs. 807. 
Then on top ot that his Rs 37 is subject to a further cut of 10 per cent., 
*o that he goes down 0> about Rs. 303 as against his former expectation 
of total emoluments amounting to Rs. 370 Now, whether it was right 
originally to allow the whole of these overtime fees to persons who were 
doing the work is a question for consideration. But, what the House has 
got to realise is that those were the definitely accepted conditions of ser¬ 
vice. and I maintain that to make deductions in that form of remuneration 
is exactly the same and on exactly the same basi<? for those who have 
engaged to serve on those terras as to cut their pay And owing to the 
decline of the amount of fees which have been received, these men are 
very much worse off now,—they have suffered much greater deterioration 
in their conditions than any other class of Government servants. I think 
it is important to realise those facts. There is another point in connection 
with these overtime fees of wdiieh I want to remind the House, although 
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the point was made by my Honourable friend Mr. Nixon in his speech. 
I want to put before the House that even if we were to accept the whole 
, principle of this cut motion, we could not possibly achieve tile economy 
of 6-1 lakhs which it purports io impose upon us, because in their cal¬ 
culations the Betrenehment Sub-Committee have relied on getting 
IN’. >,88 000 out ni a change in the method of distriluitinn overlime fees 
But unfortunately the amount that \\e are receiving in overtime fees has 
declined very considerably and we could noi possibh make tin- saving out 
of adopting their principle Mr Nixon lias pointed nut that that is mad 
clear in the general summarv which v\e have circulated, and that ue hav ■ 
alroadv included in economies 11s -.12,000 owing to this decline in tho 
amount of fees which we can collect So that, in am case on this prin¬ 
ciple, tho cut as it stands is an in i possible one 

I have said that my Hon mralde friend" wh. -ai ufi til s bVtuiuh- 
ment Nub-Committee were acting on ,<n .nburaiw pnnupk m sell (ting !.'> 
percent. the proper measure of saving I should |,ke to read to the 
House one passage from their report; they say: 

“ Th'' Board lias ottered to <*tt<*« t a la p»a «*• ?«T redieM «>n *i **a Apli-hin<*nts , we do 
not consider this otter adequate hi th** ease ot tin- depe.M meiit . 

And then they go on—and this ,s the Miitcin-i C» vvhuh 1 wj-h {•■ draw 
the attention of the House: 

India's overseas tratie, horhimp«*n un<l <*\p*»i’ ha- ii*s 1 1 n» d .ipjaetiahly,” 

I do pul it to the House that m tlu ttrst place that i- really a lmsh adiug 
statement. The* value oi India s trade n" nit know has (ha lined appiv 
ciahly. In fuel as I pointed out mv^lt m m\ Budget -p»ich it is Cut 
a bare half of what it was two v»*ar«- ago Hut tin vlunii* ot tr.nh has 

not declined in anything like tile sum proport i«.n and «*vui it 1 t had *t 
would be (piite impossible* for in and cut inly nnpisi; 1 i, • i 1 1«* tui us t*> t r v 
and regulate the extent of our Customs staff iccnrdmg to temporary 
fluctuations in the volume ot trade We cannot l<>llnv» e\rh>- m trade up 
and down, we cannot deal with i staff of a departin'nt 11U• ■ tin* Customs 
Department on this basis- and <f ill il -land- : n that report that olle 
sentence seems to me to he th** nm-t misleading * The volume uf 
India's overseas trade has declined appreeiab’y ’ I take an enfrelv ion 
trarv view India’s trade like the trade of even c.mntrv m the world 
is suffering today: but India’s trade K if von f-ike ,» lone period of \ea?s 
on a clear upward grade, and we can look forward t<» mi increase m Ind.u’* 
tradi* in the futun*. We have enormous irrigation schemes such as the 
Sukkur Barrage scheme which is corning to fruition: that alone mu\ make 
an enormous difference in the volume of India’s cxpoits and mnsiquentlv 
in the volume of India's imports We are <*u the upward grad* and one 
of the dangers against which we must most cnrefnllv guard is lest under 
the influence of a temporary depression, vvv ma\ cripple permanently the 
public sendees of Ibis country Sir. anxious as \ am for retrenchment. 
UvaI t \\t*httnitrp m if f rnav so call it. is always before me that in order to 
meet fhi s ti‘Tnfynrnrv need we m;iv (In jrrejuo.ibh injurs. to th** whole of the 
Government services in this eountrv \VV have tried in fc,*ep ff, ( . [mlaace 
fair; and I put it to the, House that «n these Demand-.--this Demand of 
the Customs Department—we have struck a fair balance, erring if at all 
on tho side of going too far to meet mv Honourable friend’s recommenda¬ 
tions. 
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I will not take unv more time of the House. I trust that they recog¬ 
nise that I speak with sincerity on this matter. I trust that they recog¬ 
nise that if I had more lime I could have made out an even more con¬ 
vincing case to them, and I trust also that they recognise that if I stand 
here imu and <a\ I hat we cannot go further today, it does not mean that 
I am in am sense weakening in rn\ determination to do all that T can 
to promote economy and retrenchment If they recognise that, I think 
that i'\it\ Member of this House can feel that he can vote against this 
motion without in am sense putting himself on the side of those who 
fail to recognise that economy m public expenditure is the most vital 
interest of India today. 

Sir Abdur Rahim: Mr President, 1 do not think it was necessary for 
the Honourable tin* Finance Member to make anv long speech against the 
motion that 1 put before the House, as he is sure ot considerable siippo r t 
from a section ot the Nationalist Fetiches. Mr Manga l\er has mad" 
lus position, and I believe the position of some other Members of his party, 
quite clear upon this motion He js entirely opposed to the principle on 
which tins and other motions are based, and it I understand his attitude 
aright although he is in theors entirelv lor cconnmv m the administra¬ 
tion, in- i" not going tu support any specific proposals for economy. If 
tli it is the proper ait tude talon up by a section nf the Nationalist 
Partv . 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: I \\iMi to po.nt out to the Honournbh Member 
dial tlnn* is no justification tot living that that is the Mew of am section 
ot tin* Nationalist Party My friend. Mr Manga Iver. made it plain that 
tli ii w a- 1' i"* view and he u cut it lid to give expr* ss on to his 

ja rson il view; hut to impute that view* to any section of the Nationalist 

Part' i— un|ustitiahh by umtlung that Mr M.mga Iver has said this after- 
T1 »otl 

Sir Abdur Rahim: Mr Manga Imt i> the Vice-President of the 
Nationalist Pattv. and I take it th.it when he spe iks. lie d«>e.s speak at 

least for a sei»tu*n «>l that purls, ntluTwisi he would in»t have oe> up:ci 

the pM-.it ion Yier-Lt adei 1* urtlief. he read out a statement which was 
supported, he said. Ie, at Ic.isst several members of his party, that the 
arrangemi tu was not to tie* eth-ct that there will he general support from 
his party hut that every i»n* will he '- 1111111 - 1 ! m say what lie has to say 
on the several motions and vote ;h lie likes If all that has any meaning, 
that means that the Honourable the Finance Member and the Government 
have cumuli lahh support in r!t. Nationalist Party against any motion for 
economic cuts In fact Mr Manga Iyer said that he does not care fo’* 
unv economic < ut- alien the censure cut was not moved Whose fault 
was it'* What ei mure cut w.ts not moved*. 1 As regards tile Ordinances, 
a motion wa- moved and we gave it full support, Gut is that am reason, 
whatever mav have happened, why this question should not be dealt with 
on the merits* 1 lint as 1 haw sad, thi* position now is that tin- National¬ 
ist Partv as a whole i* not going to support us on these eeonoinv pro¬ 
posals .... 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: I wish lest there should be any misunderstand¬ 
ing on that point, to assure mv friend. Sir Abdur Rahim.— and I have 
the* authority of my friend, Mr. Manga Iyer, to sav — that his statement was 
purely personal to' him and wa* not made by him as a representative oi 
♦ he party. 
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Mr. B. Sitaramaraju : Can you speak for your party? 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: I can. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju : Can you? 

Sir Abdur Rahim : If nn Honourable friend Sir Hari Singh Oour was 
so sure that, that was not the attitude of his pnrtx or of any section cf 
his parly, one would have expected that when Mr Ranga her was speaking 
he would have got up and corrected bun and said that that was not the 
attitude of any section of his pnrt\ hut onl\ the personal \iew of Mr 
Ranga Iyer himself 

As for Mr Itunga Ixer, we all know him and I need not point out that 
there are many Members of the House who would not take him seriously 
v>n ihis or am occasion at all He has made Ins position quite clear as 
to these Committees and their reports He told us on a previous occasion 
that he threw the report of the (leneral Purposes Committee into the 
wast^paper basket; he never read it and never intended to read it; and 
T suppose he has done similar honour to the second report oi the General 
Purposes Sub-Committee After that to expect. 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer; On a point oi personal explanation all that 1 
said on that occasion—and li the hoimurahlt* gentleman refreshes In« 
memory he will iind it—was this, that 1 did not believe in reading reports 
distributed to us in driblets; I wanted to read them all together 

Sir Abdur Rahim: Did not the. Honourable Member say that, it ought, 
to be consigned to the waste-paper basket? If he reads through his 
speech again be will find that he did say that Am wax, Sir, I shall now 
come to the merits of the proposal before the House, but having regard 
to the attitude taken up In the \ ice-Lcadcr oi the Nationalist ParJx, we do 
not propose to press this motion to a division 

Now', Sir, as regards the reduction of If) per cent in the Custom* estab¬ 
lishment, our justification was that there was a considerable decline in the 
volume of trade, and this was admitted by many witnesses who appeared 
before us, in fact some of the officiul witnesses who were questioned on 
the point said that it would take some years,—some said fixe, some said 
seven \ears, before xvc could expect a trade revival. Under ihose circum¬ 
stances 15 per cent, reduction in the establishment could not be **aid to 
be too much. The Honourable Sir George Schuster hie. not told us that 
the volume of trade has not declined by 15 per cent , it has declined much 
•more. These are the figures: 

1929- 30, it was 22 crores 93 lakhs and odd. 

1930- 31, it was 14 crores 49 lakhs and odd. 

1931- 32, it was 10 crores 93 lakhs and odd. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Would the Honourable Member 
inform the House what figures ho is reading? 

Sir Abdur Rahim: I am reading from the summary of tabic showing the 
value of imports and exports and of the total exports for each month. 
This is from the accounts relating to the sea-borne trade and navigation 
of British India. 




THE GENERAL BUDGET—LIST OF DEMANDS. 


226& 


The Honourable Sir George Schuster: But those are figures of the value 
of trade. If I might be permitted to do so, I should like to make one 
point clear. 1 fully admitted,—in fact it was the main theme of my 
Budget speech—that the value of trade had fallen by about a half. In 
the speech which 1 have just made, J drew a distinction between the 
value of trade with the volume of trade. As to the latter I may perhaps 
give my friend some figures which 1 intended to give the House in my 
speech. The total number of bills of entry and shipping bills handled at 
all ports in 1930-31,—that is to say the last year lor which we have figures, 
—and it was a very bad year,—was 1,319,767 as against for 1926-27, 
which was one of the biggest years of trade for India, 1,341,393. That js 
to say, there was a decline of only 24 per cent, in the total number of 
hills of entry and shipping bills handled at all ports. I think that gives 
a fair idea of the* position as regards the business of the customs officials, 
and it shows that there has not been any sensational decline 

Sir Abdur Rahim : 1 ask my friend if the decline in volume could have 
been only 2 per cent while the decline in value has been 50 per cent. ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Certainly it could But the 
reason why there has been this fall in value a question to which I too 
would like to know the answer. 

Sir Abdur Rahim: As regards the Central Board of Revenue, they them¬ 
selves recommended 10 per cent My friend complained that we applied 
a higlu-r figure to this department, lmt he will find that we did not have 
and could not have a uniform percentage for all departments We had to 
look into the case of each department before suggesting how much should 
he reduced 

One general remark made by my friend was that the revenue collecting 
department should he treated on a different basis In fact, in the sum¬ 
mary that has been supplied to us, the position of the Finance Department 
is slated in this way 

'* Tin* second rc»p<nt co\ civ t la* cost of collci turn of ic\ • nee m the C n - >'n | t aid 
Opium Depart ment*. the expenditure on the So« ictannt deppi tn oiK. cX| i ndi i in i n Puts 
and Pilotage and Lighthouse-, who his wholly orpnrth i ov» led 1*\ receipts, the »>i nation* 
of the currcnex and mint department*, all of wlui h are field- m w he h r« u» in 1 n ml I > U e 
elimination or reduction of particular aeti\ ities net p<"--il»lc to the an »•« \ti i.i ps m the 
scientific and research departments of which the activities uni he tempoiatih su-pended 
or restricted without grave risk to the efii(ioii< y ot the adiiiimstration .** 

Thai has been the attitude o the Finance Department throughout 
Their view is, cut out as much as you can in the Education, scientific and 
research departments, but do not make any cuts in what are called the 
revenue collecting and administrative departments That is a position we 
could not accept It was rather amusing that only the other day my friend 
Sir Fazl-i-TTusain came in hero and protested in the presence of Sir 
George Schuster that wr were cutting nil the scientific departments, de¬ 
partments to which popular opinion attached great importance. Now, 
what is the exact position of Government? If we handle the Education, 
Health and Lands Department and say that here there is too much of 
administration instead of real work, and therefore the superfluous offi¬ 
cers should be reduced, thev say—"Oh, you are going against public 
opinion”. If we deal with the administrative departments and snv that 

I 
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they do not want so many officers, then they say, "Oh, this is dangerous 
to the entire administration On this point, 1 shall read a reference m 
the General Purposes Sub-Oomimttee’s Report to the evidence of the 
Public Service Commission, and this is wlmt 1 think Mr. Nixon referred 
to: 


“ Whit is dourly rcvidod is greater reliance on the sense of responsibility of the van our 
ua fca of administration. This view ol the position is confirmed by such an eminent body 
as th i m3rn ?jrs of tiu Public Service Commission in thoir replies to our questionnaires. 
They siv:—‘In m >«t m i tter.> of importance with which the Public Service Commission 
deal it appears to thorn, as far as we can ascertain, that after the mattor has been most 
•elaborately considered by the .3 Members of the commission, it is considered ab initio , in 
tho Government offices 

That is the sort of procedure we protested against, and yet we find 
that in the whole of the Secretariat, so far as 1 cun gather irum the siiniintiry 
that has been supplied to us, very little of our proposals have been accepted 
so far as officers are concerned. We however ion tied u very clear con¬ 
clusion that in the administrative departments of the Secretariat and 
other administrative departments under the Government ol India if 

Government could reduce u great deal ol the noting that goi s on, tin 
expenditure could be reduced considerably. Sir, the opinion of the Public- 
Service Commission must be respected, and the same opinion was given 
by a number of persons holding very responsible positions and who knew 
what they were talking about. The same observation applies in the ease 
of non-official committees and commissions. Ts it not a fact that so 

many commissions and committees are appointed and afterwards .ill their 
labours are thrown away ? Look at the constitutional liiquin that has 
been going on for the last four or five years, with what result? We do 
not know in fact whether any result whatever has been achieved so far 
These are some of the directions in which economies can be effected All 
that we can at present do is to ask the Finance Member and other Mem¬ 
bers of the Government to reconsider the position, because T do not think 
that the Government or the country is yet out of the w r oods. We do not 
4 know- what the real financial position is The financial diffi¬ 

culty must continue for some time, is bound to continue for 
flome time, and therefore T ask with all the emphasis that I can com¬ 
mand, whatever may be the result of the voting, if there he voting, on 
this motion, that the Government will go on steadily with retrenchment 
nnd economy. (Applause.) 

Mr. President: The question is: 

** That the Demand under the head * Customs * be reduced by Rr. 6,67,000.** 


The motion was negatived. 


Mr. President: The question which I have now to put is: 

"That a sum not exc wiling Rs. 60,34,000 bo 'granted to tho Governor General in 
Council to dofrav tho charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year ending 
the 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of 1 Customs 


The motion was adopted. 
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Demand No. 17— Taxes on Income. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I beg to move: 

“That a Kiirn not exceeding Kh. 79,21,000 be grantedto the Governor General in 
Count'll to defray the charges, which will eornoin course of payment, during the year ending 
the 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Taxes on Income V’ 

Sir Abdur Rahim: Our Party Members will not move any of these 
cuts ... 

Hr. President: Order, order. Motion moved: 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 79,21,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the jear 
ending the 31st day of March, 1933, m iCbpect of ' Taxes on Income V* 

On tlut motion there is an economy cut motion* from Mr. A. Das. 

Mr. A. Das (Penares ami Gorakhpur Divisions: Non-Muhammadan 
Rural): In view of the representation made by the Leader of my Party 
that the members of the Nationalist Party are not going to support the 
cut motions, I do not think it is necessary to move any cut motion at ail. 

Hr. President: The Honourable Member does not wish to move his 
motion ? 

Mr. A. Das: I do not wish to move it 

Hr. President: As the Honourable Member does not wish to move his 
motion, I put the original motion to the vote. The question is: 

“ Tluil » sum not exceeding 79,21,000 he granted to the Governor General in Coun¬ 
cil to defra.N tic- charges, which will come in course of payment. during the vear ending the 
31st March, 1933, in respect, of * Taxes on Income V’ 

The motion \wi^ adopted. 

Demand No 18 —Salt. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I beg to move: 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 71,42.000 lx* granted to the Governor General in Coun¬ 
cil to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year ending 
the 31st. day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Salt V* 

Hr. Muhammad Aahar All: 1 d<» not move my cut motion.! 

Hr. B. N. Misra: I do not move my cut motion. \ 

Hr. President: The question is: 

“ That, a sum not exceeding Rs. 71.42,000 bo granted to the Governor General in Coun¬ 
cil to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year ending 
the 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Salt V* 

The motion was adopted. 


*“ That the Demand under t he head 4 Taxes on Income * bo reduced by Rs. 1,50,000.” 
t“ That the Demand under the head * Salt * be reduced by Rs. 1,86,000.” 

p 2 
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Demand No. 19—Opium. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I beg to move: 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 69,1)0,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year ending 
the 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of 1 Opium V 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 20 —Stamps. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I beg to move: 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 13,21,000 be granted to the Governor General in Coun¬ 
cil to defray the charges, which will com© in course of payment, during the year ending 
the 31st. day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Stamps V 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 21— Forest. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I beg to move:] 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs 4.93,000 be granted to the Governor General in Coun¬ 
cil to defray the < barges, which will come m course of payment. during the yeai ending the- 
3lst da\ of March. 1933, in respect ot ‘ Forest Y" 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav: 1 do not move my cut motion.* 

Mr. President: The question js: 

“That n Mini not exceeding Rs 4,93.000 tic granted to the Governni General in 
Council to deliay the charges which will come in course of puwnent. dining the >ear 
ending tie* 31st day of Man li, 1933. in respect of ‘ Forest 

The motion v\ns adopted 


Divmwd \<. 22—Iimjii. \ i iov (ivei.rmxo Working Expenses') XavigutoN, 
IvMi,\\'oirv! \v», Dr \in \c;l Works 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: 1 bee to mme 

“Tbnt a Mini not exceeding Rs 2.<6.000 he aron1c*d to Hie Governor General in 
Cornu j! I o deli a \ t lie « 1 target, w lm li w ill * nine ill course ot pavment. dm mg 1 ho \eur endc ng 
the 31-4 d.iv ot M ireli, 1933 hi respect of ‘ Irrigation (itic hiding VNi.il mg l.\y« risesf Nn\ - 
gatiun. Embankment are,' Drainage Work 4 Y’ 

Tin iii'it ion u.ts odoptod 

Drawn N«- 2 “—Tndt\n Posts vxr> Teikgrapits Department (including 
Working Expenses). 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I beg to move: 

‘ That n sum not exceeding Rs. 10,67.90,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Conned to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year ending 
the 31st dav of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Tndian Posts and Telegraphs Department (in¬ 
cluding Working Expenses) 


♦“That the Demand under the head 4 Forest ’ bo reduced by Rs. 1,25,000/ 
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Mr. N, M. Joshi (Nominated Non-Official): 1 propose, Mr. President, to 
oppose this motion of the Honourable the Finance Member. My reason 
for opposing tins motion is that the Posts and Telegraphs Department 
have made retrenchment oil a very wrong principle Sir, the Eetrench- 
rnent Committees appointed by tin- Government ot India decided that in 
‘D'dcr that then* should be some saving in their expenditure, salaries of 
tla-ir employes receiving more than a certain number of rupees should be 
cut down, but in tin* ease of the PcM- Office as well .is some other depart¬ 
ments like Hallways and other departments having iactories, the (lovern- 
ment of India did not observe this rule They decided that in tins 
department, which is regarded as a commercial department, the salaries 
of people should be out down irrespective of wh.it minimum they receive 
Now*, Sir. I consider that a very wrong principle, because if Government 
wanted to save money by cutting down the salaries of people it is absolute¬ 
ly neei ssar\ that, people getting a certain minimum should he saved from 
tin* iut, because these people have absolutely no margin for saving, and 
J lliereb»iv teel tii.it file Assemhh should not grant this Demand If the 
Government. <>1* Tndia accepted the principle for the emplovees in other 
department^, that people with certain minimum salaries should be free 
h’om the cut. I do not know' wh\ th< postmen should have been excluded 
from this hem fit l cannot understand the argument that the Postal 
Department as well as the Endways are commercial departments If 
they ,uc coDJincrei.il departments, tin best tiling is that- tlu-y should pro¬ 
ceed on the best commercial principle T quoted vtsterdav the principle 
laid down bv Henry Ford, and if vour department is not doing well 
finaneialK and it there is a depression. the worst method that people should 
follow is to cut down the wages of th< people This is the principle laid 
down bv Henrv Ford, a eommereialist and an industrialist Therefore 
tile right principle for u commercial department is not to cut down wages 
of the lowest paid I therefore feel that this Demand should not be 
granted 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt (Eurdwan Division Non-Muhammadan Rural): 
It would not have been necessary for me to rise on this occasion but for 
the observations made by mv Honourable iriend who represents labour. 
He has said that the whole grant should be reiused. Does ho mean to 
say that we should no longer have Posts and Telegraphs in India? We 
appreciate the motive with which my Honourable friend acts on. behalf 
of labour. Wo also feel for labourers. My Honourable friend must 
remember the dire economic distress to which the country has been reduced 
at the present moment. When you talk of labour, you only talk of highly 
paid labourers whose income is. say. Es. oOO a year or Its. 1,000 a year. 
Now we know and my friend also knows the sort of life that is led by 
the poor agriculturists in the villages. At present they have been thorough, 
ly ruined. A family consisting of five or six members ean hardly get one 
meal a day and their income is not more than Es 3 or 4 per month and 
on this they have to maintain themselves. If we find that the agricul¬ 
turists, who compose more than 80 per cent, of the population, live on this 
small pittance. I do not think, anybody, whether he be a labour leader or 
commercial magnate, can censure the Government for a cut that mav be 
made in the wages of their labourers. I know that the champions of 
labour net- from disinterested motives, but thev do not belong to the 
labouring class. They are well dressed and well fed men, and some of 
them get Es. 100 a day for pocket money. 
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Mr. H. M. Joshi: 1 have no pocket money for myself. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: It is praisesortliv that people getting Jts. 3,000 
should feel for the lot of the man getting its. 30 or f)0 a month. I 
appreciate the noble motive, but I would ask them to look at the condi¬ 
tion of the country. The agriculturists are ruined. The medical practi¬ 
tioners and the lawyers have got their incomes reduced by at least 50 
per cent. District court lawyers, who list'd to earn ten to twelve thousand 
a year do not now earn even four or fixe thousand a year. People cannot 
afford to call qualified medical men in their homes, hut take their children 
in their arms to the dispensary That is tilt' condition in the country 

I hold no brief for the Committee, and it will not be proper for me to do 
so, but 1 trust that ill order to keep the department itself living, my 
friend will not oppose this motion There are two alternatives before 
us One is to abolish the Postal Department because the Government 
cannot go on 'working the department at a loss The ordinary expendi¬ 
ture of the Postal Department is 12 crorcs while their income is 10 crores 
and the income is going down So we cannot expect that the Govern¬ 
ment will maintain the department in order to give us the luxury of com¬ 
municating with our friends and relations There art' two alternatives 
before the Government Father to retrench the men or to retrench 
salary Sir none of ns would lite lhai men who .ifici passing the B A. 
or B Sc . entered th*' Postal service on TL 00 a monlli should now he 
thrown out of employment, after having been in the Department for some 
years To ask them to get out at this stage and seek other avenues of 
employment is very hard indeed and I ask what is the prospect before them* 5 
Sir, we all know the enormous difficulties at the present moment of 
getting anv job, so T would suggest that instead of championing the cause 
of labour, which will really not do them any good, let us he more reason¬ 
able We won’t ask the Goyeminent. Sir. to retrench a single individual: 

I am against that procedure; and if there has been any retrenchment of 
men, I strongly oppose that, because I do not think that a single individual 
should he retrenched and thus he deprived of his bread. Tt is far more 
humane to retrench salaries than retrenching men: In retrenching rnen 
you make them and their families starve while nlloyving others, the unre¬ 
trenched men, to enjoy fat salaries Sir, in this connection I mav relate 
a storv. On a journey to Bombay I met one young man drawing a salary 
of Bs. 200. I wanted to know his exact views on the retrenchment opera¬ 
tions. Sir, he almost came down on his knees and said, “Pray, do not 
retrench a single individual Look here, 1 am drawing Its 200 a month 
Do you mean to sav that if you cut out 25 per cent, of my salary and 
thereby saved the axing of some other man. I would mind that so much 7 
Of course it is fortunate that I have got an appointment on Bs. 200 a 
month; but if I am now suddenly thrown out in the streets, T might not 
get even Bs. 50 a month or possibly anv appointment at all So it is far 
more equitable all round to retrench salaries howsoever heavily, rather 
than to retrench individuals with dependents'’. So T would ask those of 
mv friends who really feel for labour and for their countrymen to ponder 
over this aspect of the ease calmly and let us all advise Government not 
to retrench a single individual but to retrench men’s salaries. 

Mr. E. P. Sykes (Bombay • European): Sir, T was listening with very 
great interest to Balm Amar Nath Butt’s speech. I am quite sure that* 
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if I had had an opportunity on Wednesday of moving the motion that 
stood in my name, I should have had his support. I may now read it 
out to him: 

“ Failure of the CJovemment to adopt the policy of reco’iuling the rates of pay to 
the low cost of living.” 

Sir, J must also express niy gratitude* to Mr. Josln fop opposing this 
motion, because it did not appear to me that it was a motion on which 
u discussion of this kind would be germane, but as you have permitted his 
observations and those of liabu Arnar Nath Dutt, I see no reason why I 
myself should not contribute to a discussion of the whole question. This, 
Sir, is a vers important question, and it is one. 

Mr, President: The question before the House is that a grant be made 
for the Posts and Telegraphs Department, and anything arising out of 
that is relevant and nothing else. 

Mr. E. F. Sykes: (Jr also arising out of the speeches delivered by 

Members 4J 

Mr. President: lln.y were perfectly relevant* because the} were dealing 
W'ltli employees ul the Posts and Telegraphs Department. 

Mr. E. F. Sykes: Sir, Mr Joshi S point was that he opposed the 

motion iur a grant to the Posts and Telegraphs Department oil the ground 
that the Posts and Telegraphs Department had made undue retrench¬ 
ments m tlie pay ol then servants. [Mr X Y M Joshi “In the pay ot 
postmen “) Exactly, l am quite prepared to accept the limitation that 
Mr Joshi suggests Now, Sir, this matter vvas considered very early in 
the proceedings ot the Retrenchment Committees and they came to certain 
decisions, and the Government also adopted certain decisions, but the 
curious thing is that m this large volume in which arc reported the recom¬ 
mend aliens of the Committees and the Government s orders on them, 

there is no reference to the terms ot these reductions You will find under 

each head a lump sum shown at the end. “Cuts in pay”. Now I take 
it from Mr. Joshi that there is a cut in the pay of the lowest-paid man. 
I believe Government accepted the recommendations of the Committees 
that dealt with thi> subject and made a reduction of 8* per cent, of pay. 
Mr. Joshi considers that that is excessive Now' the department to wTiicb 
my Honourable friend refers is not the only commercial department con¬ 
cerned, and Mr. Joshi will possibly be interested in the view's of the 
Uailway Retrenchment Committee (Mr, N M Joshi' “T am not at this 
stage interested in railway men but only in the postal men for my present 
purpose.”) That Committee, Sir, said: 

“ The next* question that arose was whether the cut should he uniform or Graduated. 
It can bo argued that present circumstances have niroadv hit the hieher paid eWst s harder. 
The inerensed taxation, both chreet (like ineomo and super taxes) and indirect (like custom* 
duties), has very considerably reduced not only their net income but the purelmsing power 
of that ineomo ; and the fall in the price of foodstuffs has affected them but little as expen¬ 
diture on food forms a relatively small part of their total cost of living. Nevertheless we 
felt that it was reasonable to maintain that the higher the pnv. the more the margin of 
surplus of i neome over oxpondi ture and the loss the hardship inflicted hy a cut. Wo there¬ 
fore camn to the conclusion that the cut should begin with half an anna in the rupee on 
incomes of Rs. 30 and under and progress gradually.” 

Sir, some people might say that they see in those remarks of the 
Retrenchment. Sub-Committee a failure in logic. Perhaps some do not. 
But I submit that if there is any failure in logic in their recommenda¬ 
tions, or in the measures taken by Government as a consequence of those 
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recommendations, there is equally a failure in logic in the process by 
which, wJ«eii prices rose after the v\ar, the. scales oi wages were corres¬ 
pondingly increased. However, lio one is entirely guided by logic, and 
1 t/nnk that the uignmcnt of Lala (Laughter) Amur Nath is much to the 
pomt. (.1 lone: “Jhi.hu. ’) 1 beg your pardon, Jlabu Amur Nath Dutt—1 
thought h . was a Kayasih (.1 Voice * “He is.“) Sir, Babu Amur Nath 
Diitt s .j'gumeiil is very inucii more relevant. My Honourable friend 
drew a comparison between the remuneration of persons engaged m agn- 
eultural operations and contrasted that with the earnings ol postmen whose 
wages we are at present discussing His view was that, so far Irom it 
being a matter ol reduction by per cent., it was lunch more a reduc¬ 
tion by 80 per cent that they were suilermg Irom As to the exat t pei- 
eentage l>\ winch the .i<j icult ural hibouicr is woisc oil , I do nui propose 
to detain the House this veiling with a discussion on that suh|ect oi with 
am attempt to estimate closeh, but it only. Sir. you observe the ladling 
oh in customs, in excise and in railway revenues, you will perceive very 
edearh that the agriculturist must have had a verv considerable reduction 
in resources, whieli reduction is not such as enn be nieasimMl by A} per 
cent, of Ins sources Now, Sir. the Government have apparently 
accepted the recommendations oi the Retrenchment Committee .n this 
matter, but 1 have not noticed that the\ have been extraordinarily 
anxious to defend the recommendations or their acceptance ior them 
On two occasions I have raised this question I raised it on the general 
discussion of the Kailwa\ Budget and the subject was earetulh avoided 
by the Member m charge. 1 raised the subject again on the general dis¬ 
cussion of tlie Oeneral Budget. It was equalh avoided then 1 tried to 
raise tilt* point subsequently by means of a question put to the Oo\em¬ 
inent on the subject of the wages which they were paving in Delhi and 
which were being paid in the same place by other employers Now. Sir, 
a very remarkable thing has happened A fortnight elapsed between the 
time I put in my question and the time when it. was answered tnd the 
Government were unable to obtain any information on the subject. The 
Government hen* are in effect the Local Government. They have a very 
large staff .... 

Mr. President: The Chair sympathises with tht* Honourable Member 
in the grievance which he seems to have, but the Chair should like to ask 
him whether lie is supporting the motion or opposing it If he is doing 
either of the two, then the relevant observations would be to stale his 
reasons why lie is supporting the grant or opposing it ? 

Mr. E, P. Sykes: J am opposing the grant because the reduction of 
wages referred by 7 Mr. Joshi is entirely unreasonable and it is >ne that 
the Government themselves, as I have shown by instances, are not m the 
least anxious to defend. Therefore, T am prepared to come to Mr Joshi a 
assistance and oppose this grant. 

Mr. J&g&n Hath Agg&rwal (Jullundur Division: Non-Muhammadan): 
Bir, I have much pleasure in supporting the motion of Mr Joshi. It is 
for various reasons that T am compelled to take this step. It is not in the 
words of Mr. Amar Nath Dutt that I am opposing this grant, but it is 
because this is a department for which I have the highest respect, among 
the various departments of Government. Sir, our grievances on this score 



THE GENERAL BUDGET—LIST OF DEMANDS. 


2273 


fall under various heads, and it is time that wo ventilated them on this 
occasion which has come rather suddenly. Well, Sir, we may just as 
well recognise Ihc solid I act that t he post office is one of those depart¬ 
ments that comes into contact with the life of even citizen, he he in a 
town or he lie in a village. The postman is one oi those ubiquitous officers 
of tln> (iovernim nl who reaches even far awa\ nook and comer el the 
rountn and who at times came* messages from friends and relaU ms to 
most inaccessible comers of the country. Sir, one of the biggest mono¬ 
polies onjoved by the State is under the head of the post office, and I am 
glad to sa\ that it is one of the most efficiently run departments too. 
Kven one will he thorougldv justified in paving his tribute of respect to 
the unfailing perform.mee of dutv by the postman who goes from door to 
dour both m a village and in a town lie does his work in all kmds of 
we.dlur and under all sorts of difficulties Sir. Mr Joshi’s sympathy with 
the postman is eertamlv not misplaced. It lie stands up for labour, then 
the postman k the person who deserves the respect and the* sympathy of 
tverv one Now. Sir, what is tie* treatment that has been meted out to 
this postman a> Well, Sir, he has suffered because there arc* so linnv of 
them who draw in small amounts n huge sum from the exchequer I will 
put in', proposition short 1\ The position is that m other departments a 
limit has hern placed at Its |0 below which the retrenchment axe cannot 
he operated. Kid there are two exet ptions to it. one is the Postal 
Department and the other k the l.'ailway Department What jS the 
reason for doing so ' It i s not that the pmple in these departments who 
art* getting less than 11s 4ft have other means of making monev and there¬ 
fore voii are at hhertv to cut uwav their salaries That is not the reason. 
In tin* Postal Department there is not the least possibility of a man 
having any extra income, but there is every possibility of getting extra 
kicks The point is that the small salaried people in the Kailways and 
the Postal Department are so many and the amount of their salaries runs 
into so mam crorcs that there is an obvious temptation that by cutting off 
a few annas in the rupee, the retrenchment comes to several crores Now, 
Sir, that is not justifiable Sir, if I may sa\ so, the argument should be 
put in another way People drawing higher salaries could produce by 
retrenchment prohablv a far greater saving without affecting such a large 
numlxr of people than has been done by this economy campaign in the 
Postal Department 

Mr. Am&r Nath Dutt: On a point of explanation, Sir May I tell my 
Honourable friend that the salaries of officials in the Fo<tal Department 
is onlv SI lakhs whereas the pay of others comes to eight crores and by 
abolishing the whole lot you do not touch the fringe of the problem, run, 
the deficit of two crores. 


Mr. Jag&n Nath Aggarwal : The explanation supports mv argument. I 
am much obliged to mv friend for these figures. Sir, T should like to know 
the justification for not leaving these postmen alone 9 T put a charitable 
construction on it, that the reduction of salaries of these people will bring 
« large sum of money and the Finance Department or the Retrenchment 
Committee could not forgo the temptation or the prospect of making a 
huge saving bv a cut on salaries under that head Well, Sir, if that is 
so, I am sure some means could have been found for not encroaching upon 
the paltry salaries of these people. Our tale of grievances, however, does 
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not end here. If the pay of the humble official of the post office, who it. 
doing Jus duty so well, is going to be cut, how does the public get the- 
benefit ol this retrenchment? You pay more and von get less. The postal 
rates against the wishes of this House have been enhanced to a figure 
winch they never reached m the history of this country. For the mere, 
pleasure of writing a letter to somebody \ on haw to pay not half anna 
or an anna, but you have to ]);iy an anna and a very jncorncmenfc 1'notion 
of 8 pics. And for tin* privilege of writing a postcard and what man in 
this land has not got to write a postcard just as a means of salutation or 
ot remembrance from out' part of the country to the other—.you nave got 
to pay not one pice nr 2 pice as it Mas last war but 9 pies* The public 
has got to pa a ail exceedingly large figure—something like 2a to 50 per 
cent more—tor using the services of this public utility department, the 
pa\ of the employees ol winch is going to la' so ruthlessly cut down So, 
there must la 1 something radically wrong with this department I feci. 
Sir, that that is the grievance which m\ friends have been ventilating on 
more than one occasion that the campaign of econmm ha< startl'd at the 
WTong end. If you look at those reports, then the inevitable conclusion 
you conn* to is. 500 men in the lower grades turned out and part of their 
salaries taken away. As you move upwards the scale of retrenchment, 
grow-'s less and less till vou find that vorv near the top just one man 
moved from one place to another That 1 submit is the real explanation 
of this discrepancy we have The public have got a lot more to pav in 
sendees than before The public have to use the public utilitv s rvices. 
The faithful and humble employees of tbe department have got fo work 
day and night and ihe\ get tie ii emoluments cut down I think there 
is certainly something wrong in all these matters which requires much 
more careful looking into and an examination from a different angle than 
has been done hitherto. Tlealismq that this department cannot he put 
an end to as soimhorb suggested, nor is it possible to upset this depart¬ 
ment by bringing something else in its place, and realising tlie great utility 
of this department. T submit that the wav in which vve have treated it in 
the matter of retrenchment, etc., is certainly not the proper wav T have 
therefore much pleasure in supporting flu* motion of Mr Joshi 

Mr. S. G. Jog fBorar ’Representative') • Wo are practicallv reaching 
the fag end of this evil day. I say, Sir, evil day for various reasons. We 
have moved today throughout in an atmosphere of mutual distrust and 
we have also moved in an atmosphere of non-co-operation. I never thought 
for a moment tliaf, the Independent Party under the able guidance and 
load of an able administrator and sportsman like Sir Abdur Kahim would 
have taken recourse to a spirit of non-co-operation. 

Mr. President: What has that to do with this motion? The Honour- 
able Member should come to the point at. once. 

Mr. S. G. Jog: The object of my rising is that we want to discuss all 
motions on tlieir merits. It is quite immaterial whether one Member of 
a Party brings a cut or whether .... 

Mr. President: Tbe Honourable Member must speak on the motion* 
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Mr. S. Gh Jog: Coming to the motion, I have great pleasure in 
supporting my Honourable friend Mr. Joshi; and of all the departments, 
if I have got regard for am one, it is for the Postal Department. For the 
last two years, T have oome in contact with the grievances of the Postal 
Department, and I ha\e no hesitation in saying that their grievances are 
real. As pointed out by my Honourable friend, Mr. Aggarwal, of all the 
departments, tin- postal Department- has suffered most. The Government 
has made an invidious distinction in not making sufficient provision in the 
case of Postal employees drawing less than Its 40 There is a maxim in 
Sanskrit which I should like to repeat to the House and w’hieh runs : 


"Dairo dhurbaln ghathaka". 

When translated u means “God or luck or fate generally goes against 
the weak Employees ol the Postal Department, who toil more than 
otheis and who take such great pains to deliver your letters in time and 
do all sorts ol things tor you, are not properly treated. It is a matter of 
greet regret to me that the wicked hand of retrenchment should fall on 
the postal employees Last year when I made a speech on this subject, 
l brought it to the notice ol the Postal Department that their decision 
would not recei\e the upprmnl of the public at large My Honourable 
friend, Mr. Amar Nath Dutt, having been in the Entrenchment Committee, 
lias got the Gn\eminent view now. and instead of leaving the Government 
.Members to defend the pohe\ oi retrenchment, is now supporting the 
Government and taking the Go\eminent view. I quite see that he may 
have his own reasons for making some retrenchment proposals, but we 
ni’isi also express om view, and I should bring to his notice that the 
retrenchment proposals which he has made have not received the public 
appr»>\ul I ihink it is time that Government should reconsider their 
decision as regards flu* cuts, and they should exempt the low-paid em¬ 
ployees from the operation of the out, and the Postal employees should 
he brought into line along with the other departments, and if anything 
more cannot he d aie at least this should he done With these remarks 
I support the motion of Mr Joshi There is no question of any sympathy 
with labour and I sa\ I do not support his motion on that- ground. I 
hold no brief for the labour movement, at the same time I hold a brief 
this way, that equity should he so adjusted between all classes of labour 
.md ompl"\ ees and Government and nil other classes so that there will be 
no hardship to any one Sir, ] support my friend Mr. Joshi. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: Sir. I am very grateful to my Honourable 
friend Mr. Joshi, who has always tliG good of labour at heart, fo M having 
moved the motion with his unfailing sympathy for labour, and T am wholly 
in agreement with every word that he uttered on this occasion, and when 
I say it, T do so ns an e.r-President of more provincial Postal Conferences 
than one and as an cr -President of more all-India Postal Conferences than 
one. Sir, on previous occasions, if Honourable Members only cared to 
road the report of the proceedings of this House, in those great, days of 
Swarajism when the Opposition was surging from this side of the House, 
there were more advocates of labour from this side of the House than we 
find to-day. When the Swarajists, when the Congress people went from 
this House out into the country on a great national endeavour in which I, 
from this place, wish them early success, and incidentally the early dawn 
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of good sense on Whitehall, when those Swarajists wont out ,f> f tliis House, 
with then) xxent- out the surging sympathy that used to exist for my friend 
Mr doslii He Mas not then ploughing a lonely furrow m this House, 
and I rue to assure him 1 hat exon though tile support for him in this House 
nui\ be little, the support for him out in the country is large The very 
lact that the Labour (’oinnnssion had toured 1 lu* country and made certain 
recommend.it ions in regard to the future of labour and labour's own place 
m the const it ut ion is a leather to the eap ot Mr .loslii inside this House 
c‘ind to my friend Mr ('human Lull outside this House in regard to the 
manner in xxhioli tliex have boon lighting the cause of labour, including 
Postal labour 

Sir, xxe do not agiee ha a moment that <b>xeinment ha\t shown 
adequate sympathy to Postal employees. It may he relrenclimcm, bul 
retienciuiKnt xxhether if lakes the shape *»r xolumes soul to us in the shape 
ui .Reports jirodueed slow lx amt steadily like the Ganges breaking out ot tlu> 
Gangotn Glacier, coming through diiferent rugged mountain sides and then 
through the plum to meet the mother ol waters, the ocean. Whether 
it is rapidly produced as it. was produced by Mr. Shanmukham (’bitty, 
whose ]>resenee I miss to-day heeause lie lias gone on an important 
mission, or whether it- is produced m a xery ugh manner in winch to delay 
the process, with puiposes which .ire familiar to us, ] must say that, no 
retrenchment report, m whatexei manner it has been produced, which re¬ 
commends retrenchment oi suggests retrenchment or creates that sugges¬ 
tion or impression of retrenchment out m the country so far as postal 
labour is concerned, will he acceptable to the supporters of labour Sir, 
under retrenchment, and owing to u sort oi misguided enthusiasm for 
retrenchment on the* Opposition Penches, H must be amazing to any one 
that# under eoxer of retrenchment the poor postal employees should have 
been thrown into the wilderness 1 know a number of people who have 
no jobs. HePvnelnnrnt 1 can undeistand l know the Finance Member 
spoke with feeling when he said that it is a nightmare. It is something 
worse than a nightmare. It. is a dreadful reality with which these people 
are faced, men whose bread is taken out of their mouths because some 
people say there should he retrenchment. T am opposed to retrenchment 
altogether unless you retrench tin* Military Budget and reduce the military 
expenditure. T have been patiently, sullenly, silently watching this pro¬ 
gress of retrenchment talk. I carefully kept out of these retrenchment 
committees, for once vmi agree to retrenchment without the power to re¬ 
gulate retrenchment, you don’t know' what will happen because wo are 
not sitting on those Benches (pointing to Treasury Benches). That was 
the position of the late .Mr. C It. Das; that again was the position of the 
late Pandit Motilal Nehru. We have no business to give advice to Govern¬ 
ment which they are entitled to put, into the waste-paper basket; because 
wo are only an Opposition without power Wo co-operate to retrench. 
And what has happened? Hundreds and thousands of poor postal 
employees have been sent into the wilderness I have got. letters as an 
r.r-Presidcnt of the Postal Union I have also seen men who come to me. 
A few men came three days ago and said, “Can you not approach the 
Government Member-in-charge?” I said “No”. I have followed a.regular 
Policv of non-interference in this business. T say the Opposition has 
bungled. The Opposition has no imagination. Imagine Sir Hari Singh 
Hour is the. Leader of the Opposition, a gentleman who was a member 
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of a committee whicii wus boycottod by this country,—the Central Com¬ 
mittee. The very fact that the Opposition Leadership is held by Sir Hari 
Singh (lour is an indication of the fact that we in this House are com¬ 
mitted to policies and programmes which, knowing as 1 do, cannot cut 
much ice in the country. The very iuct that we have on (he Independent 
Lunches Sir Abdur Rahim, whose career was a career of notorious agree¬ 
ment with the policy of repression in Bengal, indicutes the downfall of the 
Opposition That is the position of the Opposition to-dav, and that is why 
i( has helped Government in creating this programme of retrenchment, 
which is responsible for this state of affairs, because Government cannot 
accept our suggestions. Once you agree to the principle of retrenchment, 
they will not accept your programme of retrenchment. Sir, it is all well 
and good for the Opposition to agree to the principle of retrenchment. I 
am opposed to the principle of retrenchment, and when I said so, the 
Honourable the Finance Member repudiated me last year. He repudiated 
me strongly. He strongly defended Sir Abdur Rahim and stated that his 
retrenchment report will be of “considerable** support. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola): The Honour¬ 
able Member alwass goes much further than the issue before the House. 
How is the attitude of the Opposition, the question of the position of the 
Leader of the Nationalist party. the question of the position of the Leader 
of the Independent Party, relevant to the issue now before the House 
which ik the grant of I(I erorrs and over to be made for the Posts and Tele¬ 
graphs Department 9 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer: Sir I am thankful to you for reminding me 
of the relevancy, and with all the respect- due to the Chair I bow to your 
suggestion I only beg to suggest, with your permission, that when Sir 
Abdur Rahim agreed lo serve on the Retrenchment Committee, he was 
commuted to the principle of retrenchment And there has been so much 
letlenidnnent in ilu* Postal Department that it has resulted m sending 
away the postal people to the wilderness. Had only the Opposition said 
to tli" Government, “We refuse to go into your trap, we re fuse to draw 
\oip allowances l«»i the Retrenchment, Coimmlttcs \w are altogether 
opposed lo the principle of ictivncliihciii and it is \our responsibility only”, 
then tins ivlanuty winch lias fallen on the Postal Depaitmenr and whicii 
1 am standing up line to deplore would not have happened. Sir. I main¬ 
tain and with all respect due to your rulings and with the suggestion 
that you have given. I believe l am right when T maintain that this policy 
and this principle resulted in a pit'gramme which was not- duly observed. 
And not having been duly observed.—we know* the Government,—it was 
observed m some other direction, namely, sending a wav men fiorn the 
bottom, the poor labomvis. the under-dog. for whom Mr -Toshi stood up 
in tins House Sir. 1 refuse this supply to the Postal Department because 
1 do not believe in the principle of the Indian Posts and Telegraphs Depart¬ 
ment- working together H only you take some time. Sir. as you did take 
some time in your unattached days, to go through the expenditure of the 
Postal and Telegraphs Departments, and then if Honourable Members 
of this House will care to read the arguments that, have been urged by 
me out in the country and urged by distinguished ^.Members on this side 
on the floor of the House, it will he ervstnl clear that Government have 
always taken shelter behind the fact that they cannot go further in the 
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direction ot ameliorating the condition oi the postal employees because 
it is a commercial department, and being a commercial department both 
1'osLs and Telegraphs must pay. I can as well say thut you can join this 
Telegraph Department with any other department, including the depart¬ 
ment ui my Honourable friend the Home Member, and then if they say 
that it is not a pacing proposition because the Home Department, is not 
a productse department but a spending department, the argument of 
Government would he as absurd as their present argument is. So if you 
maintain that a particular department is to be treated as a commercial 
proposition, then 1 say here and now, separate the Postal Department from 
the Telegraph Department. What has happened in the past is robbing 
Peter and paying Paul, robbing the Postal Department and paying the 
Telegraph Department. What, uiuj I ask, has been the argument oi 
GovernmentV Their argument has been this, they say that the depart¬ 
ments must be taken together because the purpose ot the departments 
is the same. 1 beg to differ lroiu that. The purpose of the Postal Depart¬ 
ment and the purpose iuf the Telegraph Department is not exactly the 
same. The purpose ot all departments in that- sense is the same. The 
purpose of the department of niy Honourable friend Sir Lancelot Graham 
is as much to keep the King’s (io\eminent going as it is the purpose of 
my HonourabV friend the Home Member’s department The purpose of 
the Finance Department is the same; the purpose of the department of 
Sir Joseph Bhore, that is now and that is going to be is the same. All 
departments are tam'd with the same brush There no use saying that 
the work oi the Postal Department is the same as the woik of the Tele¬ 
graph Department The work that is done In the Postal Department is 
different from the work that is done b\ the Telegraph Department The 
postal employees arc different 1mm the telegraph employees. 

° P ‘ M The education that I lit* jnistal employee* ha\e got is diihrent 
from the education that the telegraph employees base got Tlie postal 
employees do not require so much technical qualification as the telegraph 
employees require, and you do not have so many experts in the Postal 
Department as Government say they should have in the Telegraph Depart¬ 
ment. Why, then did (his arise, this differentiation m treatment between 
the postal employees and the telegraph cmploxees ,) Why, 1 ask'* Why’/ 
Because if only Honourable Members interested in the subject will look 
back to the old records, the telegraph employees resorted to the short cut, 
whereas the postal employees resorted to the constitutional way The 
telegraph employees xxent to their own leaders outside, took their stnud 
upon, the gospel of self-reliance and self-help and resorted to what tele¬ 
graph employees in other countries have resorted. or to be more correct, 
they were going to resort- to a general strike. They held a pistol as it were 
to the head of the Member-in-charge of that- Department: you know the 
story of the highway robber in (he middle ages who seeing a man wandering 
alone says, “Your life or your purse”; and the poor Member-in-chnrge of 
that department succumbed, painfully, abjectly, timidly succumbed as 
the postal employees grinned at him— but in my own opinion nobly, 
courageously, righteously, for be realised there could not have been this 
threat without actual grievances and with the responsibility due to his 
employees he examined their grievances and he found it w'as a juBt 
grievance that each one of them had got, and having found that, what 
did he do? He inquired, responded and satisfied them. That was an 
admirable move on the part- of the Government in regard to the Telegraph 
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Department. But the poor postal employees!did not get the same help, 
and that is what 1 am going to develop in another half an hour or so before 
me. 


Mr. B. V. Jadhav: They went on strike m Bombay for about six 
weeks. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: My Honourable friend, with the information 
for which lie is always noted m tins House, says that the postal 
employes went on strike ior about six weeks. 1 quite admit that his in¬ 
formation is corieet: but when 1 was talking ot telegraph employes. 1 
was talking oi them as an organised people, the whole lot of them, not 
one provincial group. In tile case of the postal employes as mv Honour¬ 
able friend, Mr .Jadhav, no doubt knows, there was no unanimity there 
could be no unanimity; they are educated m a different way, or 
ruther they were educated by their Union people m a different 
way Their Union people advised them to go to the Members 
of the Central Legislature It was all well and good to go to the Members 
of the Central Legislature, the Central Legislature in the past and m the 
present, and as Mr. Joslii has rightly shown to-day, will sympathise with 
them and work for them in a constitutional way, but when the others 
took to direct action, the Government yielded to them F\en m a con¬ 
stitutional way J admit wt Jia\e made a tremendouh impression on the 
Government. For instance, my old friend, Sir Bhupendranath Mitra, 
finally yielded to the pressure which was brought year after year from this 
side of the House, and he looked into the case of tin* postal employes; after 
very careful thinking and a little wavering—wavering not because he lack¬ 
ed sympathy, because he was so full of sympathy for them—but because in 
ail these mutters, as it was truly said, the limiter of the purse is the 
master of everything, he had to go to tlu* Finance Member or Chancellor 
of the Exchequer and ask him, ‘"Can I embark on this enterprise?” And 
if the Finance Member would not have agreed, he could not have 
embarked on it He had to persuade the Finance Member, that the 
times were good, much better than they are now ; but we have played 
into the hands of tlu* Government by suggesting retrenchment and having 
suggested retrenchment, even those good days when the pay of the postal 
employes was not cut have been banished into the limbo of oblivion Can 
you imagine anything more painful—and I may assure \ou I am expressing 
the feeling of a large number of unemploxed people who have been thrown 
out into the wilderness in the name the ugly name, even though the 
blessed name of retrenchment placed in the hands of the Government by 
an indiscreet Opposition a sot of misguided hut very honest and very 
sincere enthusiasts of retrenchment What has happened? Poor postal 
employes getting less than 100 rupees a month had their salaries 
retrenched. 

Speaking from (his side of the House, I rna\ make my position per¬ 
fectly clear. I will not agree to retrenchment going too low'. Mv friend, 
Sir Cowasji Jehangir, said to the Finance Member with his usual earnest¬ 
ness, “T do not subscribe to your doctrine about sound finance. It may 
not be sound finance to borrow*, but it is sound poliev to borrow* on these 
occasions." But the Honourable the Finance Member, a careful student 
of finance, thought it was better to take his stand on sound finance even 
though there may have to be retrenchment in the manner in which he 
practised retrenchment. I shall come to the practice of that 





LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[18th Mar. 1082. 


[Mr. C. S. Rungn lyer.J 

retrenchment presently, and I shall show you how the practice of 
that retrenchment lias affected the people Rut before coming 

to the practice of retrenchment, 1 should point out very dearly 

to the Honourable the Finance Member that by cutting down the salary of 
an employee getting less than 100 rupees a month, or even Jess than 50 
rupees a month, he came very very low. Fancy a salary like that being cut 
in the name of retrenchment. Honourable Members can imagine the 
difficulty of such a man trying to make both ends meet and of keeping 
body and soul together. It is a tragedy not only in this country but it 

is also a fact which all economists admit, all students of a certain science 

will admit, it is a fact that the poorer the man the larger his family. 
Poverty and procreation seem to advance pan passu , m this poor country, 
a country full of poverty striken people, the poorest country in the world, 

I can say without any fear of contradiction that the employees 
whose salary has been cut, whose salary’ has been retrenched, are 
men who have large families. If Honourable Members on the Treasury 
Benches feel, and rightly feel, that they do not want their salaries to be 
cut down because they came under a contract,—and I admit the sanctity 
of contract.—unless they voluntarily cut it down, no Member on this side 
of the House says, “Violate the contract ’,—what they say is speed up 
Indianisation, that is our view,—when they hesitate to out down their 
salaries, though they can very well afford to do it more than the poor 
employees I have mentioned, very much more indeed inspite of their 
ground that the\ have to maintain one establishment m this country and 
another establishment in their own.—-when they do not want to give up 
what they felt thev should give up. how can you expect the poor man to 
give ii]) what lie has been compelled to give up 4) Sir. unless the Gov¬ 
ernment assure me that the salaries of llu* postal employs, the salarv 
of the under-dog. v\ill forthwith be restored. I may tell the Government 
that thev are not contributing to (lie satisfaction of a large number of 
good and loyal people, people who day in un<l (lav out, through thick and 
thin, have stood by the Government For. Sir. did not the wave of non- 
co-operation time after tune pass over this land, but it left the bed-rock 
of the postal employees untouched, and mv friend from Bengal Mr. 
Ghuynavi who lias great sympathy for the labouring people, and who, 1 
believe, has been in touch like mv friend Sir Abdullah Kuhrauardv, with 
postal emplovees in Bengal, will hear me out when T sn\ that there is a 
real and genuine feeling of discontent among these unfortunate men 
whose salary has been cut down Sir, I ma\ have to face them in future; 

I rnav have to preside over their conferences (Hear, hear), and thev will 
ask me what have I done for them Mr Joshi rnav he a nominated 
Member, but he is not nominated in the sense in which nomination gem- 
erallv takes place, for just my friend Sir FTenrv Gidnev is nominated 
for his commnnitv whom he has been vigoronslv representing on the floor 
of this House, sometimes to the embarrassment of the Opposition, even so 
Mr Joshi has been vigorously representing and exercising his vote vigo¬ 
rously and independently, because he is acting as elected Member for labour 
and if there was to he an election tomorrow, and if labour wore to have a 
constituency, Mr Joshi will be elected unopposed, and if he were 
opposed . . . 

Mr. K Ahmed: It is rather outside the subject-matter under discus- 
feion. 
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Mr. 0. S. Bangs, Iyer: I will show that it is not entirely outside tbs 
subject in u minute if you will allow mo to complete the sentenpe. And 
if Mr. Joshi were io oe opposed, it will be clear to his opponent that wnen 
,the results are announced he would have lost his security. Therefore, 
Sir, such being the position of Mr. Joshi,—1 say with all respect to the 
.Honourable gentlemen who expressed a disagreement with him on this 
side of the House,—1 am not ashamed oi’ supporting labour, nobody on this 
side of the House, even those who do not see eye to eye with Mr. Joshi, is 
opposed to the real and legitimate grievances of labour. 

Now, then, Sir, let me come to the other aspect of the question, name* 
ly the practice of retrenchment. I was up to now talking on the cutting 
down of salaries and pointing out that the salary was improperly cut, that 
it has been unreasonably cut and that it should be immediately restored. 
But now I am coming to the question of the practice of retrenchment, I 
said men have been sent away. But half a loaf is bettei than no loaf, and 
that is where the Finance Member stands on solid ground, because he 
says he had to cut down pay because lie wanted to reduce the number of 
men who would be sent away. While not disputing that fact, 1 should 
have liked the retrenchment in some other form, in some other depart¬ 
ment like the Military Department That has not taken place. I have 
behind me years of rhetoric, years of reasoning that the Military Depart¬ 
ment is u white elephant, and it puts its elephant foot on every other 
department. Why indeed, I ask, should the Military Department not be ' 
cut down to meet the necessities of the Postal Department? Why, 
indeed, I ask, should not the sularies of those who have been asked to 
accept a lower wage be restored to their old level and the military depart¬ 
ment be cut down to meet that restoration? I again ask, should those 
men have been sent away, because by sending them away, you have 
deprived them of a means of livelihood? Sir, I want you to imagine, I 
want to pass through the crucible of your imagination, the great 
(trouble. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: I want to support you; give me a chance to speak. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: Imagine the great trouble which discharged " 
employees are undergoing. By sending them away, Government do not 
seem to realise thut they have sown discontent in {he hearts of good 
and loyal people. By sending them away Government do not seem to 
realise that they have caused a genuine grievance for people who should 
not have been hurt. The Government ought to have maintained at any 
cost, even by borrowing, those people who have been sent into the wilder¬ 
ness. I am sorry, Sir, I have taken so much time, and I beg your and,., 
the Honourable Members’ pardon, and I thank you and them for listen^ 
ing with such kindness. But I had a responsibility to my people, to the 
labouring classes, and as I realised that there was not sufficient support foS 
my friend Mr. Joshi which the occasion required, especially when he raised 
the opposition to the whole out, I thought my friend Sir Abdur Rahim 
should not have the opportunity in the future to describe any Member 
of this House except himself as frivolous, though the climax of frivolity 
has been to ask for the extension of the publication and the period of 
Retrenchment Committee's Reports. 

Mr. President: The House will now stand adjourned till 11 o’clock, 
tomorrow. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Saturday, the 
19th March, 1982. 
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Saturday , 10th March, 1032. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at 
Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


MOTION POP ADJOURNMENT. 

Alleged Myltkkytmext of Women Political Prisoners. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Itahimtoola): I have 
received notice from Sardar Sant Singh that he proposes to ask for leave 
to make a motion for the adjournment of the business of the House to-dav 
frr the purpose of discussing a definite matter of urgent public importance, 
namelv. the maltreatment of women political prisoners in the course of 
their transfer from the Delhi .Tail to mixed Jails in the Punjab. Before 
I ask whether there is am objection to the motion, the Chair would like 
to invite Hv attention of the Honourable Member to the fact that under 
*lie rules governing the procedure of this House the Budget grants have 
he put to the House at 3 o’clock to-day Adjournment motions are 
under the Standing Orders taken up at 4 p.m. and discussed till 6 P.M 
Tt is clearly not possible to have the adjournment motion and also secure 
•ompliance with ihe rules regarding the Budget grants. The Chair has 
'herefore to .e»k the Honourable Member whether lie would renew his re- 
uue-.t for leave for thk adjournment motion on Wednesday next, and the 
< hair assures him that it will regard the motion on Wednesday as urgent, 
and that no difficulty will he raised in regard to the matter of urgency on 
that day. T therefore take it. that the Honourable Member is agreeable 
(Sardar Sant Sinnh • “Yi not to press it to-day hut to renew' his^equest 
for leave on Wednesdnv next when the House moots again. 

Sardar Sant Singh (Most Punjab* RikhV T accept your suggestion, Sir, 
and T will renew il on Wednesday. 


THE GENERAL BUDGET—TJST OF DEMANDS— condd . 

Demand No. 23— Indian Posts and Telegraphs Department— condd . 

Mr. President: The House will now' resume further discussion on the 
grant for the Indian Posts and Telegraphs Department. 

Diwan Bahadur Harbilas Sarda (Ajmer-Merwnrn • General • T rise to 
support the motion moved hv mv Honourable friend Mr. Joshi 

( 2283 ) 
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Mr. President: Mr. Joshi has moved no out motion. 


Diwan Bahadur Harbilas Sarda: Ho wanted to oppose the motion 
moved by the Honourable the Finance Member, and 1 want to support 
him in what he said. 

Sir, 1 too have been connected with the Postal Conferences of my pro¬ 
vince, and 1 have some acquaintance with tin* grievances of the staff, 
i believe that the lower paid staff of the Postal Department is handi¬ 
capped in many ways. and 1 do not want to do anything further to make 
their position worse. .Retrenchment, so far as it does not affect or impair 
the efficiency ot am service, is not only good but necessary, but if it in 
any way affects the members of a particular service in a most injurious 
way. tlien it is time to cry a halt, and 1 think the win in which the 
Government have dealt with <01110 of the retrenchment proposals deserves 
condemnation. 1 do not want that masses of men, or even groups of men, 
or a number of men should be thrown out of employment at this time 
when things are very bad. I therefore think that any unnecessary retrench¬ 
ment in the shape of dismissal or discharge of numbers of people should 
tu discouraged and should not be taken in band 

Sir, I would ask your permission to say something about the work of 
the Retrenchment Committees I ha\e been, and 1 am a member of t 
General Purposes Sub-Committee, and certain remarks were made yester¬ 
day. and before that, to the disparagement of the work of the Committee 
and the members of that Committee Consequentlv, a sort of personal 
explanation, as 1 have been connected with it, I wish to say a few words 
The House will remember \erv well that last year in March, when the 
Honourable the Finance Member presented his Budget and tlu* Finatuv 
Bill and proposed fresh taxation, from every part of the House, irom ever\ 
corner the cry went forth that fresh taxation should not be levied but that 
more retrenchment should be effected and thus money should be found to 
balance the Budget The Honourable the Finance Member said that he 
had retrenched as much as lit' could, and that if the Members thought 
that there had not been sufficient retrenchment, he would invite Members 
to investigate the matter and to see things for themselves thus to find out 
that Government had done nil that w’as possible. In a spirit of frankness 
and sincerity of purpose, which do him credit, he offered to appoint a 
committee to go into the matter, and Members on this side, the Leaders 
of Parties and others, accepted that offer in the spirit that, they would 
thereby be able to do public service and servo the cause of their country. 
They offered their services to effect further retrenchment so that there 
might he no occasion for further taxation later on. In that spirit, those 
of us who were nominated to these Committees agreed to serve on the 
different Committees. Personally my opinion is that oven if nnv of us 
agreed to serve on those Committees with the object onlv of helping the 
Government—even then T think the object was laudable, but, as T have 
said that, so far as T am aware, all of ns agreed to serve on those Com¬ 
mittees with the sole object of helping Ihc coiintrv to obviate the necessity 
for further taxation bv proposing further retrenchment. Sir, when niv 
Honourable friend Sir Abdur Rahim acreed to servo on the Retrenchment 
Committee and accepted the Chairmanship of the General Purposes Sub¬ 
committee, he did so at great personal sacrifice, not onlv financial, hut 
of his time and energy, and the way in which he has worked, has evoked 
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-admiration from aJl who know anything of the work of that Committee and 
who had occasion to read the two reports issued by that Committee Jt 
has been said by an Honourable Member that the reports of the Com 
mittees should be thrown into the waste-paper basket Sir, if anybody 
thinks so, it is not the fault of the reports of those Committees. 1 am 
sure that those reports are very valuable documents, and are looked upon 
as such by all responsible people who have read them. Not only that, but 
1 have heard some vary responsible odicers say that the reports would 
remain valuable documents for use when financial questions arise, again and 
when another retrenchment committee is appointed, as it is bound to be 
appointed in a few years. That being so, I only wish to say that the 
work done by the- Retrenchment Committee w ve»\ useful and has ln*eu 
done in a spirit ot public service only, and those who have worked there 
deserve praise, not condom nation It is that spirit that inspired the work 

done by the Committees which co-operated in reviewing the expenditure 
m different departments The General Purposes Committee went into the 
working of the different departments of the Government nt India and con¬ 
sidered tlie evidence placed before them with the greatest care and such 
recommendation^* a'* have been made by that Committee vw re made m the 
public Interest, and we expect the Government to pa\ proper attention to 
them and consider them with the same care with which the Genera! 
Purposes Committee exercised to come to those* conclusions, and it is our 
duty as members nt the Committee and ns Members of this House* to 
press those* points with all the* force which we* ran command. It is a pitv 
that certain retrenchment cuts winch were proposed by m\ Honourable 
triend Sir Ahdur Rahim we*re not pressed to a division yesterday. He 
would have found almost the entire Nationalist Thirt\ following him into the 
lohh\ if he* had pressed that po ; nt to a division Th.it however l- past. I 
have nothing further to say about that I want to make it clt nr that 
whatever the* Retrenchment Committees have done has be*t*n done m the* 
best interests of the* eountn and lias been inspired by public spirit 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore (Member for Industries and Labour) 

1 e*onfe*ss to having felt considerable surprise yesterday when Mr. Joslii 
raised his objection to the entire grant for the Posts and Telegraphs Depart- 
incut on the ground of cuts imposed upon the lower paiel employees of 
tin* Posts and Telegraphs Department I understood from what had pre¬ 
viously fallen from the Chair that it v. as generally agreed by the whole 
House* that Friday and Saturday were to he wholly and entirely reserved 
fen* the* discussion of cuts and motions to secure* retrenchment. I do not 
now propose to take* any objection to the* course which Mr .Toshi thought- 
fit to adopt yesterdav. It mav be that he was perfectly within hk rights 
technie'allv It may also be that perhaps 1 might have too nice a sense 
ot the* obligations attaching to an agreement which has been definitely 
• ntered SJinoe, however Mr .Toshi took the fullest benefit of the 

facilities flowing from the agreement tho dav before \est ( *rdav which vou, 
Sir. will remember was allocated tn *he unattached Members of this House, 
1 nafurallv thought that Tn>di? would equally re«d content with 

honouring 11i»• obligations which wore inc’denf il to that agrei'ment 
Evidentl\. Sir, T have been mistaken. Labour as represented by mv friend 
Mr Toshi is evidently prepared to take all the benefits which it can 
receive and it is not prepared to subscribe to anv obligation. As regards 

A 2 
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the subject-matter of Mr. Joshi’s objection it is unnecessary for me to go 
into any detail. It has been completely replied to by the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber who followed him. I am mt\ happy to have, lmd so doubty a champion 
as iny inend, Mr. Araar Math JDutt, who was himself a membor of the Be- 
trcnclnnent Committee, and I need only add, Sir. that the cuts in question 
which were recommended by the Retrenchment Sub-Committee were cuts 
amounting to half an anna m the rupee on salaries and w'ages up to Rs. 80, 
one anna on those between Its. .‘id and Rs 84 and ton per cent, beyond that 
They resulted in a graduated scale of 8 and Jib per cent , b{ per cent 
and of 10 per cent , and l am sure that since the graduated scale appeals 
so much to so mam Members of this House, they will set* no objection 
to the cuts which have been imposed I think it is a little hard for us 
on this side to be threatened on the one hand with the loss of lakhs o' 
rupees, because we have not given effect to the suggestions ot the Re- 
trenohment Sub-Committees, and on the other to he threatened with the 
loss of crores of rupees because we are accepting the recommendations o* 
the Committee. 

Now, Sir, I turn to my Honourable friend Mr. Sykes. Well, Sir, 1 
confess to a feeling of utter bewilderment when my Honourable friend 
was speaking. When T listened to hnn, a very unhappy feeling crept over 
me that perhaps the strain ot tin* last few r months was beginning to tell 
upon me and that I wasrapidh qualifying for entry into a home for mental 
defective*?. It was therefore. -Sir. a matter of gteat relict when I found 
that you, Mr. President were exactly ill the same position as myself and 
if I remember aright you asked the Honourable Member whether he wa*- 
speaking for or against the motion I confess that my bewilderment 
continued until almost the end of that speech and then I understood my 
Honourable' friend to say that he> agreed with Mr Joshi in not wanting 
any Posts and Telegraphs after the* Hist March, and that the best way <4 
remedying these cuts on the salaries of the low* or paid einplosees was b; 
dismissing the latter entirely, which is the result which would ha\< 
followed automatically from the elimination of this grant 

I come now' to Mr. lagan Nath Aggarwal I al\\a\* listen to him with 
great and close attention whenever he has anything to say. hut 1 confess 
that I was unable to follow the line ot argument which he adopted yester¬ 
day. What he said was that hi* objected entire] \ to cuts on the lower 
paid employees of the department, though he admitted that this might 
result in very substantia] saving. On the other hand equally strongly he 
objected to the recent increases in postal rates, which I am glad to inform 
this House, have resulted in a much needed increase in our revenue so far. 
Now’, Sir, if on the one hand you are not pivpaied to take measures to 
increase your income and on the other hand you arc not prepared to take 
measures to diminish your expenditure, then you are heading straight for 
bankruptcy, and if a bankrupt institution is not to be run by the general 
tax-payers, then the only alternative is that it should shut down and that 
in fact, Sir, is, T understand, what Mr. Aggarwal was prepared to accept 
since he said that he supported Mr. Joshi’s motion. Sir, it is impossible 
for me seriously to deal w'ith a position of this sort 

T come finally. Sir, to Mr Ranga Tver In the flood of rhetoric which 
he poured upon the head of this devoted House during the last hour of 
a tiring day I did try to see if T could dutch at some straw to save myself 
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1 think 1 succeeded, because there was one sentence in his speech which 
seemed to me to lequire both criticism and explanation and that sentence 
was that hundreds and thousands of poor postal employees have been either 
retrenched or sent into the wilderness. Now, Sir, 1 have asked my self 
whether Unit statement is a correct representation of iacts or whether it is 
a gross exaggeration. I challenge my Honourable friend to give me even 
the roughest estimate oi the thousands of postal employees who, according 
to him, have been sent into the wilderness. 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer (Kohilkund and Kumaon Divisions: Non-Muham¬ 
madan Rural). Sir, 1 clearly stated that thousands of employees have 
been sent away under re Irene hment and the Postal Department lias not 
been an exception to the rule. I also stated that their salaries have been 
cut which the Honourable Member is tiying to elude. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: Well, Sir, seeing that I myself have 
referred to the cuts in salaries, I cannot understand how I can possibly 
be eluding tliai point. However, the only compiled figures which my friend 
Mr liaiigii her would have had before him are those on page 0 of the 
•dateim-nt m results oi the retrenchment operations ulreadv circulated to 
Honourable Members, where it is noted that in the Posts and Telegraphs 
Department :»1 officers, and 3,13 ministerial and other staff, of whom, 1 
think, about HMI have retired voluntarily, and only 4 inferior staff were 
ihohshod nr about to be abolished m connection with the retrenchment 
•ampHJgn. Tins gives •» total of 388 men, out of a staff of about 132,000 
belonging to the Posts and Telegraphs Department. These figures were 
•ompiled in Pebruarv from the statements received from the heads of the 
*M rviee ()h\mush . ms mam important retrenchment measures which had 
speeificallv been ordered. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: Will the Honourable gentleman state how many 
runners were sent avvav *’ 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: Sir, if mv Honourable friend will 
dlow me to give him further information without interruption, I should 
like to do su I was saving that it would take tune to give to the House 
the lull effirt of all these important measures which we are bringing 
in, but I have no reason to think that anything of the nature of a very 
extensive reduction of staff will be possible or will be needed. I think 
that it is surely significant that no complaints about retrenchment, apart 
from the complaints about the cut of pav, have reached the Director General 
from such bodies as the Postmen’s Unions, and practically none even from 
individuals Sir, 1 do not think any thing more is necessary for mo to 
point- out how wild and without foundation is the statement that hundreds 
and thousands of poor postal employees have been turned out into the 
wilderness 1 do not think there is anything further for me to say and I 
will ni>\\ leave it to the House to decide whether tliev will relieve mv 
Honourable Mieee^or from tin* burden of administering the Postal Depart¬ 
ment during the next financial voar (Applause 

Mr. N. M. Joshi (Nominated Non-OfVieialV ^ir. T think the Honourable 
Member Ins accused me of having broken an a.rcement. The agreement 
was arrived at, as you know, in order that the House should bo able to 
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properly utilise the time at its disposal. So, when T found that the 
House limi spare time at its disposal, [ was entitled to make use of it. I have 
therefore broken no agreement. Moreover, Mr. President, even if I have 
broken the agreement. I did it for a. very good reason. I am in the habit 
oi looking after the welfare of other people; T am somewhat altruistic in 
tendencies I thought some people reeei\e \or\ fat salaries and it is 
had Inr them to hi* without any work 

Mr. President: Sir George Sehustei to repU. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member) Sir 1 have 

llotlimg t<< idd 

Mr. President: Pin (piesiiou is 

Tli.it a sum urn » \i ending Hs I0.n7.90.000 be g'aiilcd 1o t In Cunciiimi Crucial 
ill ('oiineil 1 odeti’«\ t ln v » lunges, w Wit }i w ill i umr in i ohim t*'pa> men!. l}.i< vein 

ending the :>|st «iti\ t»t Man'll. 1933. m iesp». t i ot • lndiur I*i»m- and Tehgtmh- li«pait 
mem o>i* lading Woiknii; K\pen*<e*»» 

The motion was adopted 

DhMX.ND No ‘Jo .-I.MUllsl ON ( \I!\ Phi! I \M> IIU>i(TION oi: A\olDANCK 

of Debt. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir. 1 beg to move 

" That u sum not exceeding Rs 2 , Mi.2a.aao lie granted In tin Cmonioi Crucial in 
Council todefrax tin* charges. hie li will i ohm* in i miiwi J pax merit. (lining the yeai 
ending the 31st dav of Man h. 1933. in inspect of * Interest on Orditinrx Debt and 
Reduction or A\ oidanre <>t Debt 

The motion was adopted 

Dkmvmi No 20 Ivn:i:i:s'i o\ Mist fua.wKir.s Obligations. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir I beg t<> inou* 

‘That a sum not e\i ceding Rx IN. 1:1,000 he granted ti* the (.own m Cimi** 1 >n 
Council to defray the clmiges, whnh will come in course ol |iu\u i n\. nia a v thejtui 
ending the 31st da \ of March, 1933. in respect ot ‘tnteiest on Mis< rllanrc.t.s (!M^b- 
lions’. " 

'Phe motion was adopted 

IJkmwk No 27 —Staff, fforsEiiojj) and Allowances of tiik Governor 

General. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, ] beg to move: 

‘‘That a sum not exceeding Rs. 3,91,000 he granted to the Covernoi Ceneral in 
Council to defray the charges, which wall come m course of pax merit. during t hc\ ear ending 
the 31st day ot March, 1933. m respect of * Staff. Household and Allow am cs ol the Goxer 
nor General .” 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No 29 -Cofncil of Statf.. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir. I beg to move* 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 90,000 he giant ed to the Governor Ceneini in Council 
to defray the charges which wall come in couisc ot payment during the year ending tha 
31st day ol March. 1933. in respect of tin* ‘ Council of State' 

The motion was adopted. 
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Demand No. 30—Legislative Assembly and Legislative Assembly 

Department. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I heg to move: 

I lint a Hum not exceeding Its 7,03,000 bo granted to the (Jmerrinr LeiiGral m 
('onii(*iI todclmy tin* charges which will come m eowrs** nf payment dm mg the year 
ending the :t I Ml day of \1 in-li, l«W. i»i ***;.>- *t ol th * L giskit i\o Assem.d.x and the 
L'/isIi'im* \ t .iMtihiy ()cp,\n imml . 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: Sir i .is-m« \ou tI diI when I me to oppose thifc 
motion I have no complaint against xon as th<* In ad oi the 

Legislative A‘.srinl»h Hut Mr President, I hevc ymit> complaint against 
tlm (in\ ■ nun. tit im fli ]#ri\ii»t r 1 In-- L*'jjsl.itmV of !>)]<• of jk 1110-t cherished 
.in*l |»n\deges .md lli'il Sir. l- tli.it whenever tin* (loxenuueiit 

'•ntir into .m ugn eim nt <>' > Imig-standing nature to n.cur i xpeiahture. 
iln \ -li'uild i "limit tin. linn.* iH-foM hand At least a v»te of Ibis House 
•s n» » i--.ir\ to hr 1 >i]\i n hrlnn (iuxiinment enters into that contract J 
n * ' Mi i'n nr ill tli. ♦ lln ( i(.\i vnii ii nf o’ India lnj\e entered mto 
siieli a r< *i j t raid. oi are admit to t nt * t into such a contract \\ltli regard 
to 11 m■ sul)\i nt ion to i hi \ \\ ! J *ro\ jiir* 1 .issiiii \oij Mr President. 

1 do not wish {., go into detail mi th .1 question I am simplx saying 
tliid the (loM-mment id India ln\e not paid *uJ1i('ic]it attention to the 
pimlegi s n| tins N mis. Tin <So\eninn nt «d India, in ni\ judgment when 
i!n\ ill . idi d to jj i \ • a subvention of ihout a mire I'd rupees to the \ -W 
I lh'oMiiet should Ii.im placed ,, l!i solution before this House . . . 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (\Kmbu tm ( omiueice and Jiail- 

\a\si Su. mi a point of mdei I would ask l..r \om mini*: as 1 •. how far 
a question of this kind call lie dls< Ussed on fills particular vote 

Mr. President (The Honmirahle >ur Ibrahim Kuliimtoela j The Honour¬ 
able Melliher is xxlinllx out oi order 'Pile I’lluir would like to draw tht 
Horioiirahle Member s attention to Demand Xo 78 The (Jovernment 
ha\e come before the Assenibh asking it to vote a definite amount for 
that purpose, and it that item i* ivaehed, the Honourable Member will 
be perfect 1\ entitled to oppose that Deni, ml and to give his reason* for 
doing so hut on tin present neei»si«»ii lie is entirely out of order. 

Mr. N M. Joshi: \h I Vosidrnf. nu\ I just *ay one word 

Mr. President: Order, order The ruling has been given and I do not 
want to hear am thing more 

Mr. N. M Joshi: Af.n I sax one word . . 

Mr. President: Will xmi please resume your seat. The question is: 

“ That a sum not exceeding R* 7.00.000 he granted to the Governor fteneral in Council 
to defray the ehargos which will come in course of payment during the vear ending th** 
31st da\ of March. 1033, in respect of the ‘Legislative \ssembly and the Legislative 
Assembly Department V* 

The motion was adopted. 
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Demand No. 31—Foreign and Political Department. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I bog to move: 

“That a sum not exceeding Bs. 7,74,000 bo granted to the Governor General in. 
Council to defray tlio charges which will come in course of payment during t he yoar ending 
the 31st day of March, 1033, in respect ot tlio ‘ Foreign and Political Department 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division: Nun-Muhannmuhui): Sir, 1 wish to 
oppose this whole grant lor the Foreign and Political Department. Sir, 
it seems that department is not responsible to this House, but is alwa\& 
irresponsible and alwuv s unconstitutional. Wlieiic\cr it gets a chance 
to get out of the constitutional rut and usage, it takes advantage ot that 
and it never recommends to the Governor General or the Go\ernor General 
m Council the adoption ol the constitutional procedure Sir, most ol the 
money which the Foreign and Political Department controls is spent on 
non-voted heads, and while a certain sum ol moue\ is spent on the' voted 
side, that department generally tries to evade* the constitutional procedure 
and does not consult this House As an illustration I may cite the case 
of the X.-W. F. Province*. Mr. the* Foreign and Political Department 
controls various other departments, sucli as the X -\\ I Province*. Jialu- 
ehistan, Political and t\\u or three other department^ li tny Honourable 

friend. Sir Evelyn Howell and his colleague we*re alive* to the* situation 
and to the constitutional issue that was evolved, his first duty would 
have* been to advise the* Government te> bring forward a motion to discuss 
the 1 special subvention which has been [Hit down in the Pndget under 
Demand Xo. 78 My triend, the* Foreign Secretary—nt course* we know 
what Foreign Secretaries and Foreign Ministers arc (A Fewer : “What are 
they 0 ”), they are above constitutional Governments and above all constitu¬ 
tional practice—T think my friend, the Foreurn Secretary, should hav< 
advised the Government to come to this House to ask its opinion whether 
a certain new constitutional procedure that is being adopt oil by that pro 
cednre of giving a subvention to the X \V F Province cannot he dis¬ 
cussed, and whether it ought not to take the assent of this House Sir. 
mv friend, the Foreign Secretary, should have moved the Government of 
India to adopt the constitutional usage Sir. on this constitutional aspect 
I have got the support of various authorities T have hero a statement 
made by that old colleague of ours. Sir Sivaswnmi Aiynr, who is known 
to be a great constitutional lawyer and was the Advocate-General of 
Madras, and also a Judge of the Madras High Court. He said • 

“ If there is one fundamental maxim of eonstitutional polities more valid than anv 
other, it is that anv province wlueh claims nutonmnv must be able to support itHolf 
financially. Dependence on doles or depredations is incompatible with a claim to in¬ 
dependence. If the Central Fxohoquor is to meet 1 he growing deficit in the.idminist rat ion 
of the Frontier Province, it is miouestionnblv entitled to have a voice in the administra¬ 
tion.” 

I shall now’ quote the comment on this from mv old friend, Mr 
Kelkar—whoso absence from the floor of fhc House mns< nf us deploy 
fo much—in the Maratba of the 13th March * 

“In budgeting a subvention of one eroro of rupees to tlit \.*\V. F. Province the 
Finance Member ban bet raved the Legislative Assembly. Tt limv be considered as an 
net of generosity of the British Government, but to our mind it i^ simply an extreme vio* 
lation of the principle of financial control. There cannot be a sense of responsibility in a 
Provincial Government which has to depend upon the Central Government to tlio extent 
nf about two-thirds of its ovpondit urc."’ 
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Later on, it comments: 

“ We know that the voice of tho Members of the Legislative Assembly will be lost in 
tho wilderness, but wo hope that there would be a general discussion on this question, as 
jt would be of great help to understand the exact position of the Federal (Jovernment in 
tho future constitution of Tndia.” 

Sir, it is thni aspect to which 1 want to draw the attention oi this House, 
and I want to point out how my Honourable friend, the Foreign Secretary, 
in not attending to this constitutional aspect of the question, has betrayed 
the confidence of this House. Sir. I am not opposed to the subvention. 

I very much welcome that rnv friends from the N.-W. F. P. have got 
this subvention oi one crore Yesterday when 1 was taking an opportu¬ 
nity to raise a discussion on the question of the subvention, some of 
my friends on the left shouted “\<>” These friends of course are new 
to the House and they forget that in the good old days when this House, 
influenced by the Bray Commit ice's Report, was against granting con¬ 
stitutional reforms to the X -\Y F P , I was one of the few stalwarts 
who always stood up urd supported the grant of reforms to the N.-W. F. P., 
but yesterday it was an irony of fate ihnf T was not allowed to raise 
a, dismission and was treated as a eonimunalist Let me make it clear 
at th*’ outset that I am for a subvention; l am not onlv for a subven¬ 
tion to this province but to e\erv nnv province which may be created 
hereafter and also to everv old province We may all be in need of the 
Central Government's assistance Luring the General Discussion of the 
Budget, I raistd the issue that Government should amend the constitution 
so that ii w ill be possible for them to give a subvention to any new 
province: and what we find here is that the Government have got it out 
hv the backdoor of a budget speech and want to give it to onlv one parti¬ 
cular province Why did not the Foreign Secretary take the opportunity 
to bring nut the constitutional aspect 0 

One more point Devolution llules 1-1 and If) must be amended. Who 
is going to amend them, the Honourable the Finance Member or the 
Foreign Secretary or the Government of India' It is most reprehensible 
on the part of Government to give a subvention to the X.-W. F. P. 
without mottling the constitutional ’aspect of subventions. Subventions 
must be general and not specific. Do they want that when the Orissa 
Province is constituted, it would not get any subvention 0 Do they think 
that I will come with a hogging bowl to the Treasury Benches for a 
little grant of a few lakhs 0 I want the Government to look into the con¬ 
stitutional aspect involved in thi* particular issue. I know my Honour- 
abb; friend the Finance Member is going to bring forward a Resolution 
to discuss the financial questions arising out of the Howard-Xixon Report 
about, tho separation of Burma Irotn Tndia. Why did ntf the Leader o-f 
tho House bring forward a similar motion to discuss the constitutional 
aspect of subvention to X -W F P 9 The procedure that thg Government 
have adopted strikes at the very root of the future Federal Government 
whether it is evolved in the u av that Government propose or whether it 
is evolved in the way that wo on this side of the House want. On these 
grounds. Sir. T oppose the grant to Foreign and rohfic.il Department. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainv: Sir, T propose to deal with only 
one aspect of the question discussed hv my Honourable friend, Mr. Das, 
and that is his complaint, that- the House has not been given a proper 
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opportunity to discuss this question. Now, the view that Government 
have taken from the start has been that the natural right and constitu¬ 
tional course was to put the subvention down in the estimates for the 
first year, and that the whole matter could be adequately and properly 
discussed on the Demand presented by Government More than that, we 
have done our very best during the last week and this week to arrange 
that the discussion on the Demand No 7K. North-West Frontier Province, 
should take place m tin*. House l\YpeaU*dl\ during tlit discussions which 
took place between the parties and the Gu\eminent Benches, m older to 
see what urraiigi nients should be made for carry mg on flu- business of 
thus week. I do v\ .dient»on in the important ( * <»! ihi- pa v ’ti'*wlar Demand 
and the desir.duliiv that it should be dismissed at *m earl\ date m the 
week Mort ilim once 1 thought l had mu < coded in bunging ahonl 1 ii.it 
arrangement hut m the » ml it Inend no phu e m the agreement lietween 
all the parties m tins IhuiM and 1 did no’ leel that in these circum¬ 
stances (iou iima’iit could iniss the matter iurther. neeanse tin utx last 
tiling 1 should 1 m- willing to <lu would 1 m to i.use objections on the part 
of Government to an arrangement which had commended itscll to all 
parties in the House Since this subject, the omission ol winch from 
the programme I groat Iv regret, had hoen full\ hrotighi to tin* notice of 
parties, it was impossible to sa\ that the\ did not have it in ih« »r minds 
T want to mak« 't \er\ clear that it was the desm of Government that 
tin- matter should he diM'iissed and the\ took i ven me ms in tln-ir powei 
to bring about that result 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: ] am gl.ul l am getting this opjM.r;umt\ e.ulv in the 
morning to speak, especially alter I was not allowed to do so once before. 
The Honourable the Iwado) of the House states that the House had a full 
opportunity ol discussing this subject 1 terl that the Leader <>1 tin 
Housi was not even fair to himself when he s.i\- tha* tin Huiin' had a 
hill upportmnn of discussing this sublet i adequate!* The question m 
a subvention to North-West Frontier Province is not ..nl\ a question of 
mioutii as tin* LYport of the Gomimttee goes into cerium other matters 
If the North-West Frontn*i Province wants mon umiiex than is provided 
to? m the* Budget to-da\ and if the Wsenihk is not willing. the\ prn- 
pose that the matter .should he arbitrated h\ some third pally Now. it 
those conditions to the subvention an* hud down, tle*\ <-ould he laid down 
only in a He<olution That was the point which 1 wanted to make, 
munch that the propel way of bringing forward a proposal oi this kind 
's not by putting it into tin* Budget, but to move .i lie.sohiiion that 
the conditions attached to the subvention could be discussed and could be 
settled 

One word mote .(bout the failure* o{ ihe Foreign Secretary to give a 
reply to one * of my speeches during the discussion on m> motion for 
reduction of the grant for the Executive Council. T suggested to him 
that lie .should secure labour representation m the Provincial Council to 
be established in the North-West Frontier Province. He has not given 
me . reply and I v\ ish he would give 11 it* a reply at least now 

Thirdly I seek vour assistance and guidance on r point of order. We 
us Members of the House have cert (in privileges The Honourable the 
Leader ol the House rose to a point ol order. I do not suggest that he 
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wanted to choke off discussion. I do not suggest that at all because he 
himself made ti speech cm that point, but the point on which I seek your 
assistance and guidance is this, that if a Member ieols that he has a right 
to speak on a point of order and if the. Chair gives a decision, which the 
Chair is perfectly entitled t«» do, even without hearing a Member, what 
! feel is this, i! the Chair gi\es the decision without hearing the Member. 

I mIwmns held licit the deeiMon o! the Chair was provisional because the 
Member has a right to be lizard even on a poml of oidei. 

Mr. President (The llonomable Sir Ibr.ihim L’ahimtoola) • The Honour¬ 
able Member has been a Member <*f this House for a very long time. 

* take n that tin- II mmirable Membei is fulK aw an of the (lovern- 

meiil ol India Act which govern*- the const it et* i*i and the lulcs and 
Slaiidmg Order'* m.ule then under ITa* ILmourablc Member should 
sludv those carefulh if le* lias m-1 done so dretdv. and be will find 
enlieldi'ninent on 11n po*nt h* li is raised 

Sir Hari Singh Goar ;r, mrd Proviui Hindi Dorn, ns Vm-Mulmm- 

*ir id.ill IMI I li.ai 1;.| i n tip* n UiN-eH .i ' ov ot sdclli * 111 \'*’W ol the 

pact lino winch .ill partus had entered \ pact wlicl) Mr Joshi. whose 
nnaitailad group li.ai ihi Ic-n s ‘.hare o} 11»« ton? da,- for discussion 
bvoKr \ 1 1 id w Tint lit me tic* ease ! have no doubt in\ tiands to my 

if; and behind me stand i nii.dlx loliu-^d md as tin \ ha\e some cuts 
ii at to tin it lit a»’ts 11n \ will be at libe!t\ b- liMi those eilts indopeTl- 

vIt nt I\ of :1 k pad w • .eh m\ Honourable friend \1 1 dosln has eontributed 

so lmich to dissolve Speaking on tin* )H>int tin Honourable the Leader of 
t be House has r.iis. d. Hint he placed tin* question ot the subvention to 
tla Xorth-WVsj Frontier Province upon the estimates T am a-’raid the 
Honouiable tin Leadu ot the floii-e ba s not exactly undeistood the objec- 
imu ol niv tr.elid Mr li Has His objection Was that. Indore \ou eaTi 

f 111 til.-iiI air propos'd ;k to tin* .rant of a subvention much less the 

* i iioi ii it \oti should hav,- conn* to this H<*Us.* with a Kesnlutmn. and 
dtir tins Hons, bad giv, n \ou a mandate, u was tlu*n tor wm to decide 

to *be aiihiu.it and natim and period of the subvention That is what 
Mr. li Has wanted, and on that point there has been no reply As a matter 
of fact the reply of the Honourable the Leader of the House contradicts 
that \ir\ principle winch m\ friend Mr B Das stands tor Unfortunately 
be has put it lower down and it of course eoine> m tin* natural course 
lower down in the estimates as No. 78 The Honourable the Leader of the 
House knows full well that Xo 7H generally falls to the lot of the guillotine, 
and consequent!\ there cannot he any fair discussion But in fairness to 
him I must sav that he was anxious, and so w ere we, that the question of 
the North-West Fmntior Frounce should come lip during the four days that 
were allotted for the discussion of the policy But the Honourable the 
Leader of the House knows that when you have a subvention given to a 
particular pro\mce persons interested in that province must naturalh stand 
np against any discussion. Supposing the subvention had related to Orissa 
from which in\ Honoui able friend XTr B Das comes, 1 am Mire that 
Mr B Das would have mo\,*d hea\en and earth to thwari any discussion 
tint would raise the propriet\ of tlu* question of a subvention to bis own 
province I am not therefore surprised that Hu re has been an attack 
made upon our general nil,- that \ve should gi\e i portion of the four- 
di,\s to the discussion ol ib« North-West Frontur Province b\ friends 
who are opposed to an\ dis< ussion. because tliev *n* apprehensive of the 
tact that the question about the po!i< \ and the anu unt of sn'mention 
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might hi? raised on the floor of the House. Therefore' 1 submit that it 
cannot be said that this House had any fair chance of discussing the sub- 
xention If the subvention had been for a period of one year, the matter 
would have been serious, but it becomes far more serious when the pro¬ 
posal of the Government is that this subvention is to have a life of three 
\ears Therefore 1 submit that we on tins side of the House, and our 
successors after we have gone, must not be understood to be bound by 
the estimates if they are passed under head No. 7B. and that the question 
a- to the general policx, the amount and the period for which subventions 
should he granleil will still remain an open question which this House 
and its successor would he free to discuss and decide upon. 

Mr. 0. S. Rangalyer: Sir. I rise to associate iu\sclf with even word 
that lm friend Mr J> Das has uttered on this occasion it is fortunate 
that it lias been given to us to da\ to stand united on the question of the 
subvention, even though we hold divided \ieWs on the question of rr- 
iorms dixidod views exploited out in the countrv b\ papers particular!v 
unfrjendl\ to me and adxertismg a disunion which docs not exist It m\ 
conduct has led to that misapprehension, 1 humbly apologise to the Load*'* 
oil m\ right However on the question oi re torn is we are dmded, on tin 
question ot matters of sub\ention we arc united, divided not in regard to 
ihe goal hut in regard to the details This is a fundamental question ot 
the reforms on which we are united. We have not considered in detail 
the question of the reforms Therefore we trunkh exchanged thoughts, 
and I again express regret it this exchange <>t thought had led to an oppor¬ 
tunity for an exploitation in the Anglo-Indian Press, particularly mahei- 
( us so far a-. 1 am concerned 

Sir, in regard to the subvention, T may clearly say that this subvention 
cannot he handed over onh to one particular proxjnce because that parti¬ 
cular prounce has no responsibility to this House hut to an authority 
outside this House For instance, if m\ friend’s province, the province 
of Orissa, is made into a separate province, notwithstanding the fact that- 
eurv obstacle has been put in its wax of separation during the last so many 
\cnrs and also In the exclusion of competent men like* Mr Das even from 

their legitimate right as assessors to that Committee if n separate pro¬ 

vince ot Orissa is created, that also is going to get a subvention which the 
Rind province is going to get. 1 am not at all standing in the way of the 
subvention I do not oppose the subvention, and T want m\ Mussulman 
friends to understand it with regard to tbe North-West Frontier Province. 
Once \ou agree to a separate province, a subvention becomes necessarx. 
Pi lit this House exists and it is for the Foreign Secretary and for the 
Foreign Department to introduce a precedent and consult us We would 
not have stood m the wav but we want to lav down a genera! rule and a 

general policy I do not want to take more time but ni\ friend Mr. B. 

Das in his admirable evidence which is now public property before, the 
Orissa Committee has said: 

"11“ I hive mentioned that statute.rv provision roust bo made for suhvontion t o pro¬ 
vinces from the Central Government. Tins is necessary as sorno province and certain 
tracts known as backward areas have remained underfed and undeveloped owing to bad 
finance from the Centre. Tf provincial finances remained ‘inelastic and insufficient' 
incase of all the provinces, in case of Bihar and Or-ssa i hey .•emauied spoon-fed from the 
outset.” 

Yes, Biliar and Orissa hud ehvay- been fnah d us n rindorclla pro¬ 
vince, and when Orissa is separated from Bilu.r, Air. B. Das, the stoutest 
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champion in and outside this House of the* rights of Orissa to separation, 
will have to see to it that a subvention in the proper form is granted. Sir, 
our statement on the floor of this House to-day is a request and at the 
same time a warning to the (lovernment. not to neglect those who cannot 
he neglected. Once you accept that policy of separate provinces, you are 
< ommittcd, and as you haw got to commit yourselves in the ease of 
Orissa, vou will have to give a subvention to Orissa like eserv other 
j'ro\ ince. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division: Muhammadan lluraij 
<ir, when the Members oi all the Parties met in the Western Hostel to 
decide whether a particular question should be discussed, we had unani¬ 
mously decided that if any Honourable Member wishes to bring in any 
particular question, that discussion should come up on the da\ or the 
neriod which is allotted to that particular party: or m can* it is taken up 
h\ any Honourable Member who does not belong to any party, then it. 
must come up at tile time which was put at the disposal oi the unattached 
Members As a matter of tact. I myself was whole-heartedly for giving 

nine time for the discussion of this particular question And I say tor 

fins half a da\ was allotted; but when we found that mi.mirniu was not 
I‘* \o(N * n ^ on thi** point and it was found that there were 

two Honourable Members who wanted a discussion on this 
question, one m\ Honourable friend Mr Das belonging to tin* Nationalist 
Party, and the other Mr Jnshi, who claimed a share H" an unattached 
Member it was decided b\ all the Members present there, that either the 
Nationalist Part\ should lia\e tins discussion within th< time pi iced at 

1 heir disposal, or if Mr .losln wanted to raisi it, then he must forego his 

"< nod which he wanted for the discussion of the labour question and the 
Meinbeis were quit* 1 prepared to gi\e him this latitude This waselearh 
tended and certain Members were not willing to take up this discussion 
m Kridin nr Saturday because the\ thought that they wire not going to 
•i piwnt. and then reipiest was that if this discussion came oil, it must 
onie earla r \\ itHin the four days allotted for policy questions. I do not 
know how this compact width had been n. ached unaiinnousK by the 
HuUm* and winch had been agreed to for the last the days can be broken. 

Mr. B. Das: On a point of explanation, I have exercised my right as 
a Member of this House to oppose am grant which m my own conscience 

1 think fit to oppose 

Mr. President : Vo one has taken any exception to it. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt (Burdwan Division: Non-Muhammadan KuraT 
On a point of order, may I know whether wo are discussing any Demand 
for Grants or discussing what took place outside this House, in the Western 
Hostel or elsewhere? 

Mr. President (Tin* Honourable Sir Ibrahim Tlaliimtoola): The Chau- 
i« glad that the Honourable Member, Mr. Amar Nath Dutt. has -aised 
this question. Since yesterday the Chair has tried to invito the attention 
of Honourable Members to the fact that this House is concerned wiMi 
public business only w hich comes before it for decision and cannot de I 
and ought not to deal, with matters which max happen inside parties \t 
their meetings or even inside any meetings held by Honourable Members 



LEGI8LATIV* A88RMBLY. 


[19th Mar. 1932. 


[Mr. President.] 

outside the House. The Chair carried out the agreement to which the 
whole House subscribed that the first iour days shull be allotted for the 
purpose of discussing token cuts. The Chair was prepared to extend that 
period if a special cut was to he discussed by the unanimous vote of the 
House. That arrangement has been carried out to the letter and the 
Chair regrets that extraneous matter is being brought into the discussion. 
The Chair has not been strict in restricting the discussion, but the Chair 
trusts that Honourable Members will earn out their primary function of 
dealing on the floor of the House with business ol a public character. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: Sir. I am glad that the objection came 
from Honourable Members ol the Nation.dist Party to the speech I was 
making; hut if they had listened carefully to the speech ol their own 
Leader who had raised tins point, who had said that this was the compact 
and it had been broken, which is all 1 was putting before the House and 
before Honourable Members. I say we must stick and ought to stick to 
it as a solemn promise gi\en to certain Members who do not happen to 
be present in this House to-day. If an> Honourable Member wants to 
raise am question on which he has given a guarantee to the whole House 

that he will not introduce it on the floor of this House, and then he sa\s, 

“I can get lip to exercise my right although I have given a promise 

Mr. B. Das; 1 never g.i\o am promise to anvbods 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: As soon .is you, Sir. were pleased to put 
before the House that this was the arrangement and no Member got up 

to raise any objection to it. 1 take it that that was agreed to by i\cry 

Member who was present, and it any Member says lie was not present, 
it is bis lookout if he was not present Hut after having come to a certain 
understanding with certain Honourable Members that a particular ques¬ 
tion would not la discussed, then to come up at once all of a sudden and 
raise this question when nobody suspects that there will be a discussion 
oil that point, is not fair; and 1 put it to Honourable Members that it is 
not treating those Honourable Members fairly who do not know that this 
will bo coining up for discussion now 

Mr. B. Das: 1 want your ruling on a point of order. Sir. whether 
Honourable Members who are not memb* i< of air party on this side of 
the House can restrict the action of different parties and group* 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Kalumfoola) The Hon¬ 
ourable Member does nof seem to ha\e understood own the ruling that 
the (’hair gave Tins House is not concerned with an\thing that bus 
happened inside parties; but the House is concerned with flu* agreement 
which the House reached unanmiouslv on the floor ol tin* House The 
('hair expects that Honourable Members instead of discussing these 
matters will conform to the arrangement to which the House unanimously 
agreed 


Mr. Amar Hath Dutt: Hoes a suit for breach of promise lie. Sir? 
Mr. President: Order, order. 
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Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: I do not want to go more deeply into 
:ihat controversy at this time. Even if this be a question of subvention, 
if my honourable friends like to say, “Oh, we are agreed to give this sub¬ 
vention, but we want t<» assort the rights of the House”, that point could 
be raised subsequent I \ at some other time and not at this time and at this 
stage. 

On the merits ut the question. I would say that whatever may he the 
p-mitum of different provinces, T have no grievance if the Government 
come and show that .1 ease is made out very clearly in favour of granting 
;i subvention for am other province we will not hinder that or dispute 
their right to get money But, I must say that the North-West Fron¬ 
tier Province stands apart from every other province in this matter: and 
that point is that it is the province which bears the whole burden of 
defence from attack outside and it is the guardian of India; that pro¬ 
vince has been treated as the guardian of India. Even when the reforms 
wore given in the past that province was not given any reforms because 
:t was thought that their circumstances differed from tlu* rest of India, 
and while tliev bear the whole burden, tliev cannot produce so much money 
as to meet those expenses which arc necessary m view of the defence of 
India which is not the concern of one province hut of entire India. If 
any money is required over and above that expenditure for the purpose of 
protecting the rest of India I think the rest of India will be justified in 
giving a subvention p> the Frontier Province and the Frontier Province 
will he perfectly justified in demanding from the other provinces some 
monev tor .1 concern which is not their own hut of others also That is 
the position I do not think it will servo any useful purpose to the 
countn 01 of those who have the interest of the countrv at heart to dis¬ 
cuss this question at this eleventh hour in this shape- if they do so 1 they 
will he doing the greatest disseiviee if they indulge in this controversy. 
My advice on this point is that it will he much better in the interests of 
tile Assembly and ot the countrv that this question be not dragged up 
now . but I will not he averse to this question being discussed thoroughly 
id a later time at a later stage in some other way. 

An Honourable Member; After everything is over 0 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: It is going to he over and it will not be 
stopped With these words. T do not agree with the proposal which has 
been made 

Sir Hugh Cocke (Bombay • European). 1 move that the question be 
now put 

Mr. President: On the Order Paper there is nn amendment* in the 
name of the Honourable Member, lino Bahadur B L Patil Does he 
wish to move it? 

Rao Bahadur B. L. Patil (Bombay Southern Division Non-Muhnm- 
niadau Bund) For the reasons stated. T do not wish to move 1 m amend¬ 
ment. Sir 

Sir Abdur Rahim ((\-deutt.i and Suburbs Muhammadan Frban) • 
Sir, the principal question raised by the Honourable Member on my right 
was that the House had not been given a proper opportunity to discuss 

*“ That the Demand under the head * Foreign and Political Department* be reduced 
by Rb. 1,33,000.” 
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the question of the subvention. His main case seemed to be that a ques¬ 
tion like this should be brought forw ard by Government in the form of a 
Resolution, and in support of his proposition he quoted the opinion of Sir 
Sivaswumi Ary or, but so far as I could follow him, I do not think that 
opinion bears upon this question at all. The opinion of Sir Sivaswarni 
Aiyer was to the effect that no province can ask for autonomy or should 
be granted autonomy unless it is financially self-contained. ' That is a 
proposition of a wide character, to which 1 am not prepared to give my 
assent, and 1 am quite sure on a little consideration the House will agree 
that it is too wide a proposition. We are sure in tile near future to have 
a federal system of Government which will include British India, and 1 
hope British India alone, and in that case it will be the duty of the 
Federal Government to see that each province is financially self-contained. 
I 1 or that purpose il should he possible for the Government at the centre, 
which controls the finances of entire India, to see ii there is any deficiency 
iu any province, and then to make up that deficiency. I do not think 
that is a proposition which can be disputed. In the abstract it nmy be 
said that,—“If you want to he autonomous, you must be self-contained". 
But in the circumstances of India, even my friend Mr Ii Das must admit 
that it is not a practical proposition For instance, Mr B l)a s himself 
wants that there should he a subvention granted to his province if that 
province is separated from Bihar. I am jtrhctJy sure that the House 
will agree with me that if a proper case is made out for Orissa, then* will 
he no difficulty in granting a suitable subvention for that province I do 
not wish to discuss on tin* present motion the merits ot the case of North- 
West Frontier Province, but the tact must he borne m mind that ever 
since the North-West Frontier Province was separated from the Punjab 
and was made a separate province, the Government of India’s finances 
had to bear considerable burdens, ,is ,-i matter of fact, the amount that 
has been granted is very much less than what the Govermmnt of Judin 
have been granting ever since tin* separation The Haig Subjects Com¬ 
mit tee went into the question and proposed a larger grant, and I am not 
at all satisfied that the province will be able to carry on proper!v within 
the limits of the grant of one orore proposed by the Government T believe 
the Subjects Committee proposed a grant at present of one erorc and 4fi 
lakhs, to be increased afterwards as necessities rnav arise 

Now 7 , as regards whether the question should be brought up bv Gov¬ 
ernment in the shape of a Resolution, I wdsh that my friend Mr. B. Das 
had been able to cite some authority I must admit I have* not had the 
time to study the question myself, and if that is the proper procedure, 

I am sure the Government should have adopted it or ought to do it. But 
this much must bo admitted by those who have been in negotiations with 
the Leader of the House as regards the arrangement of business with 
respect to the Budget and also wnth regard to other matters, that he w r as 
anxious throughout to give full opportunity to the House to discuss this 
important question. 

Mr. B. Das: That establishes my case. 

Bir Abdur Rahim: Mr. B. Das also knows, at anv rate, some Members 
of his party know, that we of the Independent Party raised no objection 
to that course, and we were in fact willing to help him ... 
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Hr. B. Das: I said that yesterday. 

Six Abdur Rahim: If some of the Honourable Member on his left raised 
objection yesterday to his proposal, that was no fault of our party. We 
have strictly abided by the arrangement that was arrived at with the 
Lender of the House. Therefore, so far as that question is concerned, 
wo cannot lx* blamed in any way. J do not wish now to discuss the 
point raised by my friend Mr. Yam in Khan whether the Nationalist Party 
ought to have taken advantage of tin* day allotted to them in older to 
discuss this question. 

Hr. Muhammad Yamin Khan - 1 did not say that. I said that the point 
was raised when we met together that either Nationalist Party should take 
the opportunity to discuss tins question on the day allotted to them or they 
should forego it That was our decision i was entirely for allotting half 
a day for discussing this question. 

Sir Abdur Rahim: I did not want to misrepresent my friend, 1 support 
my Honourable friend Mr B. Bus to tins extent that for discussing ques¬ 
tions (it such importance proper opportunity should be given But as 
regards the question whether the subject should be brought forward m 
tin* form of a Involution or not. 1 am noi at present prepared to offer 
any opinion We all recognise* that the Leader ol the House was anxious 
throughout to give a chance to the House* to discuss tins question pro¬ 
perly 

Hr. Amar Nath Dutt: Sir. thirty years ago I remember an Indian 
politician living in London wrote to a great Indian here stating that we- 
have fallen upon such evil times that Chamberlain is our genius in politics 
and Iiiidyurd Kipling is our poet To-day I ,mi reminded of the saying 
of flvit great man here, because I see that we have fallen on such evil 
times within the past two years that wo talk of party agreements and 
party polities only forgetting the higher and nobler policy of those who 
preceded us m this House. Sir. here everv one of us. defying the mandate 
of the greatest political institution in India has come in. on his own 
ticket We know our worth: we know that we do not owe allegiance to 
anv body save and except probably to ourselves That being so. 1 doubt 
whether it was verv wise for such a heterogenous mass to come to any 
understanding. 

Hr President: The Honourable Member should remember that the 
House is discussing the question of a grant to the Foreign and Political 
Department. 

Hr. Amar Nath Dutt: Yes, Sir I oppose' this grnnt. and when I oppose 
this grant, T must criticise the statement of niv Honourable friend Mr. 
Y r amin Khan the Leader of a great party in this House.—a Leader who 
has w r on his laurels both from the Government and probably from the 
members of a certain community "Re that as it mav. he said that the 
North-West Frontier Province should have a subvention, bv which T 
understand a money aid from other province* Tf that be so. his reasons 
do not seem to be perfectly clear to me The reason given is that thev 
are the guardians of the whole of India. In what sense are tho\ the 

p 
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guardians of the whole of India? (Mr. Muhammad Yam in Khan : “They 
protect Bengal”.) 1 fail to understand, perhaps save and except tlmt it 
has got several passes through which the people residing there allow other 
people to come to the sacred land of Aryavurta and reduce us to the con¬ 
dition in which we are at the present moment. Instead of calling that 
province the guardian province of this gre.it continent, I say that it is a 
danger /one, a menace to Indian freedom and liberty, and it were far 
better if that prouncc was wiped off from the map of India, at least from 
the map of British India. (Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad “And made inde¬ 
pendent" ) (Mr Muhammad Yamin Khan • “And annexed to Bengal” ) 
And annexed to Bengal for cultural needs, because no other province needs 
moral and intellectual culture more than this province 1 claim some 
experience of the North-West Frontier Prmince I lived there in niv 
childhood, and I have seen it in later times also, and I know' the people of 
that province too well. (At this stage there were several interruptions.) 

Mr. President: Order, order. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: li we are to pay Its. 14b lakhs lor this province, 
why don't you pay the same amount tor the province of Assam tor its 
development? It is all vtry well to take it from the pockets oi Bengal. 
You have taken income-tax. you ha\e taken jute and e\er\ thing It- is 
all ven well to pilier others pockets and become rich at their expense li 
also gives us an opportunity of posing as patriots and benefactors ol a 
certain community. I for one oppose this grant with all the emphasis 
that I can command, and 1 will not be a party to it, and il it were m my 
power 1 would not grant any such aid to any province whatsoever Every 
province should be financially sell-contained and able to maintain itself if 
it wants to participate in the coming federation of India, which my 
Honourable friend, the Leader of the Independent Party, has foreshadowed 
in his speech With these words T oppose thr grant 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad {United Prownccs Southern Divisions. Muham¬ 
madan Rural): The last speaker has raised an issue which 1 am sure the 
people of the North-West Frontier Dimmer would accept with the greatest 
pleasure. He says that that province should be wiped off from the map 
of India; it means that it should be made independent. If a proposal of 
that k’nd w’ere made, it would receive the heartiest support of the people 
of that province, but I doubt very much whether my Honourable friend’s 
constituency would return him again. On this issue let us consider 
the question of the subvention from another point of view. Mv friend 
has taken it for granted that w’p are starting a new provmci and lia\ing 
a subvention for its extra expenditure If m\ Honourable' friend has read 
the hook supplied to us, in winch a detailed statement of the \arious 
expenditure is given, he will find that we are spending on that province 
already a sum of over one crore of rupees It is not a new' expenditure. 

It is an expenditure winch wc have nil along been ineurring, and the only 
thing for which the Finance Department is responsible is that thov have 
arranged the figures in a different wav; it is onlv a question of book 
keeping; it is only really a question of re-arrangement of budget figures. 
Therefore, my Honourable friend may raise the issue of the subvention 
when the constitutional question of India is before the House, but on 
this particular question, when all that is done is that all the money that 
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wo aro already spending and for which we have been voting grant under 
different Demands is put together under one head,—it is really not new 
expenditure, it is really not a new policy; it is not really a new expendi¬ 
ture. Therefore, all this question oi a subvention at the present moment 
to m\ mind fs out of consideration. 

Bhai Parma Band (AmhnJu Division: Non-Muhammadan; ■ It was all 
gj\cii to flu* North-West Frontier Province when it was under the control 
ol the Central Government, under this Assembly, but it is now a separate 
province altogether. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: As regards the voting oi the Assembly, whatever 
subvention we can give, we cannot give without the vote ol this Assembly. 
The only question is how that vote Is to he given. At present, we are 
gi\ing the votes under six or more different items,—under the head 

Foreign and Political”, under the head “Irrigation”, under the head 
“Forest”, under the head of ‘Education” and the various other heads. 
Instead of giving the votes under various heads, we are onh required 
to gi\e the vote under one head, and I do not see am fundamental point 
*of difference. To mv mind all the discussion about the constitutional 
issue in connection with this matter is out of order; it does not arise. 
What we are doing now js that we are incurring the expenditure under 
one head, the North-West Frontier Province In fact, I raised this ques¬ 
tion two \c.irs ago that we do not know wh.it the expenditure on the 
North-West Frontier Province really is and wo ought to be grateful to the 
Honourable the Finance Member that he has put all these Demands 
together under one particular item, and to my mind this is not a new 
expenditure and it does not raise any question of policy 

Sir Evelyn Howell (Foreign Secretary) I trust you will not regard 
me as impertinent if I begin my remark* by pointing out, as you, Mr. 
Prexulenl Ii.im pM reminded ih t HniN 1 that the question before them 
i x <>ne relating to the Foreign and Political Department, whereas the 
actual subvention comes under a lower head, No. 78. North-West Frontier 
ProMuee. and if Guvcrnnn lit had au\ desiie to siitle discussion on the 
subject, it might perhaps have been possible for me to raise a point of 
order whether this discussion was m.order under head No. 31. That I 
did not do so I think has proved that, as the Leader of the House has 
piunted out. Government took a great deal of trouble to give the House 
every opportunity to discuss this question, a question of the greatest 
importance and magnitude, and if the House did not avail itself cf that 
opportunity, the Government is not to blame. 

Mv Honourable friend Mr B. Das has not to-day actually raised the 
point of constitutional procedure or legality, but a few days ago, speaking 
in this House, he said: 

“ The vinw is vithiritativelv hold in Tndia ” (and I hone authority means the Treasury 
lV*n*hrts>“ it i* no* n " (ho is here qnotimj fromtho Simon Commission 

Report! “to inmir otp mditure from central revenues on provincial subjects, or to mft **© 
ftssiTrnxVs f-o r n central to provincial revenues for expenditure on ft provincial 
subject, except in so f ir ns su 'h expenditure represents payments for services reudere" 
fcv the Provincial Government.” 

Sir, the actual facts with regard to the legality of the action taken by the 
Government, which Mr Das then impugned, are that under tho Govern¬ 
ment of Tndia Act, section 45A, the Governor General in Council can 

62 
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make rules classifying subjects, and it is perfectly true that, when he 
has done so, he cannot, without making fresh devolution rules, direct the 
payment of provincial charges from central revenues but under the same 
section you find that the Governor General have plenary power to allocate 
ro\onues or other monies to the Provincial Governments, and there is no 
illegality whatever in the action which has been taken with regard to this 
subvention for the North-West Frontier Province. 

Again as my friend Dr. Ziauddm has just reminded the House, the 
amount of this subvention is not new expenditure Central revenues 
have been bearing all these ehurges and in point ul fact a great deal more 
The amount of the subvention is rupees one erore a year, but the amount 
recommended by the Haig Committee was, I believe, lis. 1,17 lakhs, and 
the actuals of the past few years have been considerably m excess of that 
bgure. There is therefore nothing new about it. It is only to be done 
for three years or until such time as the new constitution comes intu 
force. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: Ma\ I interrupt the Honourable Member*' I 
think the Honourable the Finance Member might be able to make a 
correct statement Do I understand il aright that the subvention 
exceeds b\ 2A lakhs of rupees, the amount that was given in previous 
years. I speak subject to correction, but I hope that the Honourable 
the Finance Member will lie prepared to make a statement in view of 
the fact that Dr Ziauddin assumed that, the amount of the subvention 
i^ exactlv the amount that is now given 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: May I reply to that point *' The 
position is this The figures that my Honourable friend the Foreign Sec¬ 
retary has given are perfectly correct, but as I explained to the House, 
we were faced with this position that we had to try to introduce into tlit- 
expenditure of the North-West Frontier Province a measure of retrench 
ment which corresponded with th.it which has been undertaken 1> V tin 
Central Government m their centrally administered areas and by tlu* Pro¬ 
vincial Governments on the basis of that reduced expenditure, that is to 
say, allowing for all the retrenchments which we thought the North-West 
Frontier Province ought to introduce The net amount which they would 
have got from the Central Government would have been 97} lakhs, but 
that 97} lakhs was arrived at after verv substantial reductions in the rate 
of expenditure for the current year. We got to that figure of 97} lakh^ 
and then in order to give them some margin with which to undertake the 
additional expenditure, part of which was inevitable when the province 
was starting, wo fixed the amount at the round sum of 100 lakhs 
Therefore you can say the position is this, that if the North-West Fron¬ 
tier Province had remained in exactlv the same position as it is now, the 
Central Government would have been expending a net amount of 97! 
lakhs on the province. Under the new arrangements, the Central Gov¬ 
ernment will be expending 100 lakhs on the province next year 

Sir .Evelyn Howell: T am . grateful to the Honourable Member for 
correcting me if T was in prror and for giving an authoritative statement 
on the subject. 
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i was on the point of saying that I do not think there is any general 
disposition in any quarter of the House to question the necessity for doing 
something in the nature of that which has been done. Clearly, Sir, the 
North-West Frontier Province could not he deprived of its heritage for 
very much longer. We have heard from all sides the necessity for treat¬ 
ing that province in matters of controlling its own destiny, matters of 
reforms in fact, exactly on the same footing as the other provinces. It 
it is a part of British India, it clearly has a right- to do so, and it has 
been found in the light of past experience quite impossible tor it to do so 
soleh from its own resources. The Haig Committee went very carefully 
into this point and you will see that its conclusions were that the province 
could not he expected to be self-supporting for various reasons—because 
of its size—-it is such a small unit of administration compared with the 
other provinces,—because of its situation, right up on the Frontier where 
beyond a certain line \ou get into tribal territory, where there is no 
taxation and no law and no order, and also because of its great intrinsic 
importance, by which almost everv question that, arises in that province 
has a knack of developing with extraordinary rapidity into an all-India 
question, in which all parts of the House arc vitally interested. I do not 
think that there is am general desire on the part of the House to know 
exactly how this cron* is tn lx* allocated when the province has got it, hut I 
have no doubt that the Honourable the Finance Member will be able to 
answer that point better than I can I therefore «av nothing more than 
dimply ask the House “What else could Government have done, than that 
which they have done?’*. 

There was one other point which im friend Mr Joshi raised, but I am 
not sure that I should bo m order now in answering lii« question about 
labour representation in the North-West Frontier Province, and I there¬ 
fore will not trespass mto that field unless von give me permission to do 
so 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member can replv to that point, if he 
v, '.shes to and the Chair will not object 

Sir Evelyn Howell: Air .Inshi's point was that no provision had been 
made for the representation of labour m the North-West Frontier Pro¬ 
vince Council 

Mr. K. Ahmed (Ilnjshahi Division Muhammadan Kural)* There is no 
lahour there 

Sir Evelyn Howell: My friend Mr Kabiruddin has given the first point 
of my replv There is no labour The Loyal (Commission on Labour did 
not think it necessary to visit that province. Tf is true that there arc* a 
number of labouring persons there, as in anv other country in the world, 
and when the. framework of the Provincial Council was being considered, 
attention was* drawn to that point and the local authorities were consulted. 
The unofficial Committee which the Chief Commissioner nominated to 
consider the matter also gave it their attention and recorded the 
opinion. 

Mr. N, M, Joshi: May I ask whether there was anv representative of 
labour on that unofficial Committee or whether the Committee consisted 
-only of landlords and capitalists? 
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Sir Evelyn Howell: It consisted of the gentlemen whom the Chief 
Commissioner thought proper to consult. Whether there was any re¬ 
presentative of labour or not I do not actually know, but I dare say not. 
Anyhow, they decided that it was unnecessary and therefore the point was 
not pressed The third point is that even in the Punjab, which is much 
more advanced than the North-West Frontier Province, there is. 1 believe, 
no actual labour representative in the Punjab Council, and the North-West 
Frontier Province has been clamouring tor a long tune past to lx* like the 
Punjab in all possible respects. Lastly the point made by my friend Mr. 
Joshi, with which T have a great deal of sympathy, is being brought to thi* 
notice of the Franchise Committee, which is about to visit the North-West 
Frontier Province, and I have no doubt they will look into the matter 
while they are then 

Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury (As*am Muhammadan) * l very much 
welcome this opportunity ot discussing this question There in not the 
least intention, .is Sir Han Singh (lour seemed to suggest, ot shirking or 
thwarting discussion on this issue J believe that there is such an over¬ 
whelmingly strong case for the subvention ior the North-West Frontier 
Province that we should not be afraid of tile subject being discussed in all 
its aspects We are grateful to Mr Das for bringing tins i.^ue beioiv the 
House. Hk persevereiice lias prevailed and we have got mi oppi.rtunit ’« 
of discussing tins important subject just on the i\c ol the introduction ot 
reform > in the Frontier it is ii.nss.nv t li.it tins H>usi should examim ib 
constitutional question of the extent of the responsibility of the Cmti.il 
Government towards the finances ot the \orth-West l'ionti»r IV>\nvv and 
the manner in which thev intend to discharge it 

Before I say anything on the question oi the suhv. ntion, 1 want to 
impress one very fundamental fact on the Members of this Huh tli. 
fact which there is a. tendency to ignore When this province was created 
in 1901, it- was not created in response to anv demand lor a separat* 
provmce. It uas created on the ground oi Imperial pohev in all-Inda 
interests and it- is being maintained as a separate province, not to satisfy 
the aspiration? of the Frontier people, but it iw bemg mamtamed a^ .i 
separate adnimislrame unit m accord.unv with the general ■ «* 

Frontier policy of the Government, of India Now having created that 
province, having created the child, the Government of India cannot ignon 
its lesponsibilitx tor its in outcnaiwc [Mi <hnj<i I'nihtiil Simjh “Wli..i 
about other provinces) It has attained to political adoleseenci lew and 
it is demanding some, freedom and autonomy in the management of it< own 
affairs, but that is no reason why it should be deprived of its rightful 
inheritance. The fact that from being a centrally administered area it is 
now being transformed into a political unit with control of ita own Budget 
does not alter the material circumstance of its strategic position and its 
special claim on the Government of India To create the province on the 
ground of Imperial necessitv, and llicn to ask it to stand on its own legs, 
to be self-supporting, to bear unaided the heavy burden of overhead charges 
of a provincial administration is most unfair. If the province has been 
created to serve Imperial needs and purposes the (Vntr.d (investment 
must hear the necessary cost of the administration I may remind the 
House that the Bray Committee, while it recommended the introduction of 
reforms into the Frontier province, said that its finances ought to be an 
Imperial charge. 
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Now, Sir, as* regards the subvention, it seems to me that there is a 
curious misunderstanding on the part of some Honourable Members as to 
the true character of the subvention. Some of rny Honourable friends 
seem to 1>« under the impression that because of the introduction of reforms 
into the Frontier province, the Government of India are going to make a 
gift of a crore of rupees to that province to balance its Budget I can 
assure rny friends. Sir, that the Government of India is not paving one 
nngle prim; more than what they have been mixing for the past so many 
years, and, if anything, they now propose to pay very rmu-h less. As 
regards paying a contribution for its deficits, they have been pining that 
contribution for the last .'»() years: there is nothing new in it. and it i* not 
a 11 * ■ w departure (Vi dann Pranttfl Snufh “But we have hren mu trol¬ 
ling the administration ”) I am coming to that Sir, this subvention is 
nothing but our old ugh friend. “Contribution in deficit-* dressed up in 
the bridal robe of a subvention 

M\ H'*n..ijr'bl* trimd ‘■hr Han Singh < : our h.i- sjml w. ,ir< pa\ mg 
2* I.iIvIk here th.m u<- lave bet n paving during tin* previous years I 
shall give u»u tin* figures for the previous wars Sir taking the central 
and the provitu *.tl heads, of expenditure together 
In 1927-2H tin* deficit u.i- 20fi l.ikli** 

In I'fjH *J ( .l 1 be d« I*ii*l* w.-2.‘ll Li 1 il^ 

In 1929-110. the deficit wa->2ol l.iklis. 

In the deficit was 290 hik 1 *-. 

Nov t. k 1 1 i •_ the cxpcudii un in tin ]>•. i\ ii:c isi 1 leads clone 

In I'.rui *:t ifit defu it wiis 120 l.dJi- 

and in the Budget estimate for the vear 19Ml-o2 prove,uu w.i- made for 
a deficit of luI lakhs, and tins subvention is onl\ for a irmv this year 
\m\ II-’ iUI*ab ! e Mellib is iljll-i llni • t. 1 , ,iWa\ with tile 'di. I tile* • h«* G.»\- 
ernment are paving all tins nioiny tor the uplift of the provnet Nothing 
of the kind ' In tlie vear P>:>9-M0. if you turn t<> the Admmistr.itK n Keport 
of the North-West- IVont ler Bro\ mee \ou will find th.it tin* Gov* rnment of 
Tndm wpent- on the Frontier Watch and Ward 14a lakh--, under Political 
21 lakhs, under Police 20 lakhs, under Education onlv 19 lakhs, under 
Medical onlv t> lakhs and under Public Health the paltrv sum of 
JU IOl)(). 

Vow the onlv difference between the payment of a i(attribution in 
previous \cars and the subvention on the present occasion is this, that 
while m previous years the expenditure was being sanctioned by the Gen- 
trel (>»•* enmuMit or the ( •*nir.i 1 Legisiiture under different sub-heads this 
year they are placing at the disposal of the North-West Frontier Province 
a lump slim which is calculated according to the Budget figures of the 
previous years Tins. Sir, is onlv a natural corollary to the introduction of 
reforms info the Frontier Province The Haig Committee iveomnutided 
that this subvention ought to he declared to In* a source of the provincial 
revenue under Devolution rule 1 I and it ought- to be made a statutory 
charge. The North-West Frontier Province Sub-Committee of the Bound 
Table Conference also made a similar recommendation, T -hall read out the 
recommendation of the Sub-Committee• 

“This Sub-Committee i« satisfied from the figures placed before it that under the 
subjects which will be expected to be classed as provincial thi- province w«ll show a Wee 
financial deficit. It follows that-the Provincial Government will require fniam*ialFas«is < - 
ance from central or federal revenues. The Committee suggests that there f-hould be a 
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preliminary expeit investigation into the allocation of expenditure between the central 
and provincial heads to supply the basis from which the financial subvention from (CnlrAl 
or federal revenues may he calculated. This Sub-Committee apprehend that if the 
subvention bo paid annually by the central or the provincial legislntme. the substance 
of pro\ itrual autonomy m the province will be impaired. It suggests tlmt that difficulty 
might he met by an agreed < omention th.it omli financial assignment should remain un¬ 
disturbed fora number of,Nears." 

Now my friend, Mr. (bun Prasad Singh, asked me why should we pay 
the subvention while we plaei* the administration and the expenditure of 
the province under the control of the provincial legislature. Sir, this 
question surprises me Si> long us this iue^ponsible bureaucracy was 
controlling the finances of the province and spi nduig emres of rupees, to 
pay the deficit even year not a word was uttered by my Honourable friend. 
(Mr. (raifa Ptantui ^nhfh * lint tin* Hons, w.iv eoiilrolling the I'inlu»*1 ’) 

Vnd now when om* ami coimti vnicn m the in w Frontier province an* going 
to control it, a hue .uid cr\ ih raised 

Now, Sir, with regard to The amount of the subvention. If the House 
accepts the position th.it the Central Government have got, the respons¬ 
ibility for the tin.imes ol the North-West Frontier Province, let us *-ee how 
they propose to discharge it- Jn m\ opinion, Sir, the subvention is totally 
inadequate for the require! neiit* of the province (Hear, hear) The. Haig 
Committee suggested 117 lakhs as tin- basic figure for tills subvention. 
They calculated it on the basj^ of the existing revenue ,md expenditure and 
the normal growth of expenditure This did not take .nto aeeount scheitu s 
of educ it mu d r\|i:M u 1011 < >r -..I’litun 'mprovt-mint \\Ih Ii the Government 
had pledged to undertake but taking all these sell* mew together they 
recoitm»t nded n-t 117 lakhs ,is m\ mend S«r I’viai Howell ‘-aid iasi 
now, but 1-10 lakhs which had to he increased even \eur by -1 lakhs till it 
reached a maximum of 10*2 lakhs That- is the position 

Now a word about the need for this excess grant. In the Summer of 
19-10 a diputatmn of ilie iionlier people waited on the duel l oiiimisshuiier 
of the North-West Frontier Province to impress upon him the necessity of 
incurring more expenditure on the nation-building departmuits and to 
bring the administration of the province into line with that of the Punjab. 
The Chief Commissioner assured them that he would a.m at securing for 
the province the same standard of aiJmiinstration as that which obtained 
in the Punjab lie alwo assured them that their standard of taxat'on 
would not be 1 higher than in the Punjab Now, Sir, in education the 
Frontier people ‘ire very much behind those of the Punjab 1 will give you 
some figures from the report of the JLartog Committee Dining the years 
1917**22 the toi.il number ol mile pupils m ibe lecogiust d insUtmions lias 
increased in tin* Punjab by 33-8 per cent, and in the North-West Frontier 
Province it haw increased hv IB per cent Between 1922-27 it- law increased 
in the Punjab b\ per cent and m file North-West Front ur Province it 
has increased bv 20 per cent. Between 1917-1927 it has increased in the 
Punjab by 172 per cent, and it lias increased in tin* North-West Frontier 
Province In 48 per cent As regards the total niimbci of pupils m the 
recognined schools, the percentage of increase, in the Punjab between the 
years 1917 and 1922 is 31-3 per cent, m the North-West Frontier Province 
it is 19 per cent Between the years 1922 and 1927 the increase in the 
Punjab is 90 per cent and the increase in the North-West Frontier Province 
is 27 per cent. Between 1917 and 1927 the increase in the Punjab iv 
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128 per cent., iu the North-West Frontier Province it is 53 per cent. As 
regards the total number of recognised institutions in the province, in the 
Punjab the increase has been between the years 1917 and 1927, 115 per 
cent., and in the North-West Frontier Province the increase has been only 
9 per cent. As regards the djrect and indirect expenditure on fhe recog¬ 
nised institutions in the province, the increase in the Punjab between 
the years 1917 and 1927 has been 104 per cent., whereas in the North-West 
Frontier Province, it lias been 101 per cent. Then, Sir, il we take the 

proportion ol the male scholars to the total male population, the per¬ 
centage in the Punjab is 10 per cent., whereas in the North-West Frontier 
Frounce it is only 0 per cent From these figures it will appear to the 
Hom-e that tlu* Frontier has still a great leeway to make up as lcgards 
education Still, m tins suhvention the Government make no provision 
for the educational expansion m the province Therefore for the two or 
three years that the Mibvcntion will remain in existence, the nation-build¬ 
ing departments will be starved. 

Now, Si?, let us see what the Financial Secretary has said about the 
subvention In the Kxplanatory Memorandum circulated to the Mem¬ 
bers bv the Financial Secretary, he says 

“The .Nor111-West Frontici Provnifo Subjects Committee also listed a large 
number of projected vhenios ot »*xpansion involving recurring and non-recurring 
expenditure, which it presumed would be takcui into account by the Government 
of India at the tune of determining the amount of the subvention. In the present state 
of the finances of India and of the wot Id it is impossible for either the Central Govern¬ 
ment, or any Provincial Government in India to contemplate eunbai king on an ambitious 
programme of expanding act iv it ic-. aid it has had to be recognised that these could 
tind no place in a subvont ion whi« hi*, t o operute at the most for the next three years.” 

Sir, hen- the Financinl ^eii'i.uy i> looking at the problem merely from 
Mu point <-l \ leu o] <iti .iiMUiniant Jit. lias jgnortd the wider and the 
more vital applet of ilu ipiiM'nii 'In spend money m order to tiring 
the primitive nid warhke people nf tin- Frontier w it bin the orbit of modem 
< ivjIk.u ion im\ idtim.P.-lv p 1 ’ 1 *\e more economical than the Fmanci il 
Sceretar se in- reah-e One M-finol e^fabl'Mied one hoM'it'd opined 
will m the long run lead to <>n<* niiiitan post closed m tin* Frontier In 
tins eon Tit et it u I should M..> fu read out to the House an «\tr,ut from 
the cvjderc'. given h\ S>r 7Vn\s Tbuy before the North-West 1 rmfier 
Siih-Gnmniifloo of the ll nud Table < (inference This is wh.it Sir Denvs 
If ray said 

“ It would be. lot instanie.a gma thing if the future Minister for F.dncation wers 
suddenly tosav * The pi ensure on our own schools is so grout that we cannot find any room 
or those trans-border follows’ Similarly, with our hospitals Wo have just built 
magnificent hospital in Peshawar. The Government of India wore induced gradually 
and under greui pressure t . make an adeonute subvention towards n. and”— (I V'ould 
d r ntr your special attention to this sentence. Si•) " the argument I had to use the whole 

time was that this hospital is serving all-India interests. WV want it to be open to the 
trans-frontier men. There is no gieater civilising influence than a good hospital. Its 
infiuorice will extend far beyond Peshawar into the tmn frontier anil beyond into 
Afghanistan. 

What I am trying to suggest is this. All-India hns great interest in the Frontier 
Province. It is right therefore that All-Tiidia should foot a very large part of the Frontier 
Province Bill. It is doing it now . It will have to do it under whatever regime it is set up.” 

Now', Sir, the Government of India are not only cutting down the expen¬ 
diture of these nation-building departments but they are doing something 
more. As the result ot tin ir mal-administration all these vears they are 
leaving to the reformed Frontier Province a legacy of 10,000 Ordinance 
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prisoners. These prisoners will have to be led and clothed out of the 
attenuated resources of the Frontier Province. The Frontier under the 
reforms will be financially in a very much worse position than it was in 
pre-reform days. The inadequacy of funds will hinder the development 
of the Province. And like the magician who produces rabbits out of empty 
hats, the Munster will be expected to produce progress and prosperity out 
ot the empty exchequer, lit' is bound to fail and the result will be that 
people will come iorward and say that the reforms in the Frontier have 
been a failure. It the Government are desirous of making them a success, 
then I Hunk they might to take the earliest opportunity of revising the 
subvention and fix up the amount at the figure suggested by the Ilaig Coin 
lmttee 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan (Nominated \on-< )flieial). Sir, I 
thank all the Members who lia\e taken part in tins important question ot 
the subvention To me it seems that main Member-; who have, opposed 
the >uh\«'Mion have trodden o\er the old ground and used the -..one old 
arguments winch w e have linn hearing tor lie* la>t ten years 1 \er\ 
objection that has been raised lias abvadv been given a very good replv 
several tunes So. there seems to he nothing new on which I should like 
to give any reply to those who have opposed and criticised the subvention 
So far as Hu U clinical side is concerned, the* (Inveriimcnf Member ha- 
given a mil replv The main poini to winch 1 would respectfully like b* 
draw the attention of the House is that it 's not right, on the part of 
Tlonourjude Members to deprive us of tlie right to govern ourselves when 
the province is going to be raided to the status of a Governor’s province 
and wln*n we • e about to ho given a full sb tv m the rcspnns'hihtv of 
expenditure tliere Honourable Members kimw verv well that this ■- the 
smallest amount of monox xvluoh vu* arc go»ru r to get tliis tune Then 
was no objection taktn when the province was given a greeter amount of 
monev However T do not. wish to- create anv controversial question but 
T should like to tell the TTousc the plain fact that most of these argument*- 
wore based simply on communal lines (Toicrs 1 “Not nt all ”) Tf that 
is not the ease T tlenk the TTononrable Members ought to have said tteit 
objection* were raised in a technical wav and not to deprive the Tcovinc' 4 
of its right c 

I am gbid that some Honourable Members support the principle • >! 

giving the subvention to luy province but some lor the sake ot 

* P ‘ M ' proci dure want, to oppose the subvention 

An Honourable Member: Nobody opposed. 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan: Mv Honour,ibh friend. Mr Amur 
Nath Dutt, opposed it. He spent bis childhood there and perhaps the 
general impression of childhood is sweeter, hut the impression of his child¬ 
hood is quite the reverse. Ho wants to take revenge for il in his 
advanced age. It you compare tin X W. F V with anv other province 
vou will find the services that the people are doing to India and to the 
British Einpm—this word mnv please somebody or it may displease 
some others which T do not mind—the services that we the people in the 



THE GENERAL BUDGET—LIST 07 DEMANDS. 


2309' 


N. W. F. 1*. are doing to Government and to the peoples of India are 
very great. If you go there and we things for yourself, you will come to 
the conclusion that the Government have not wasted money on that 
province T’liquesfionably it is a Muslim province. I cannot deny it. 
Hut that Aliislun province is a source of great help to the Imperial policy 
of Great Britain and for the good and for the safety of the British and the 
Indians -n the British Empin- Tin* great help that the people are giving 
is the result of the good treatment of the British ollicers there We do 
not want any other rule there except the British rule I may clearly 
say that e\en if the King of Afghanistan or the King of Persia were to ask 
us to come, under their rule, w*t will refuse to do so Our loyaltv f o the 
British is i source of safety f *r India Tf the people of N \V F. P. had 
liked to come under any other nee than the British, it would have been 
then a source of great danger to India both internally and exttrnalh 
So far as I know' the proMuce is Joxal to the Government and to the 
inf crests of the Indian nation rnmpri>'«l ut all classes and communities I 
do ip it want to speak on!’ . bout Miwhim Mv Honourable friend Bhai 
Barm* V md, alio is sometime*, accused, or shall I sa\ honoured, by being 
desenbed .i an adxoeat.* oi communal questions and interests, must be 
thankful o f the poM< r or ad\ertisenieiit. that T ga\c him xesttrday. In 
tlie N \V V 1* we tile .Muslims, are ver\ lriendK !■» other eommnmties 
and \>i* l«ink altit* tin* interests of the non-Muslim communities thc«*e In 
an e i rm.ii i'didiii Hu- wlmre I u:.s a Member I pressed that the f«*tli seat 
sli ni'.l b“ l’.\i li to tin Hindu*- I .>sk< d nix friend Sir Abdul Qaimm to 
join \v .tli im ni tin r«*fnnu. and lie d’d so. uMh the result that the fifth 
seat w is niit.lined lor the H.ndu- But on* tiling I must make plan, and 
that i- that we all wish to remain under the British rule \Yc cannot 
|om and w• liaxe not |o.ned an 1 we shall never join am ant’-British rnove- 
nient <>r with am .inti-C»o\emment moxement then* 

Sardar Sant Singh (\Y« st Punjab Sikh’« F.x. n if the Government 

are iinrc.ison.iMc 0 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan: It k all a legal quibble, rm dear 
friend 1 can g'\e you a repl\ 

Mr. President (The Honourable S:r Ibrahim Tiuhimtnokii The 
Honourable Member has got into the habit of addressing u>d vidual 
Members He lnn-t address tin* Chair 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan: You allow other Honouralde 
Members to bre ik the run* When they break it. I have also to d'j the 
same 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member should alwaxs address the 
Chair 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan: With due respect I shall obey. I 
W’as saying that we, in the X W. F. P., are doing xery great -ervee to 
the safety of the Indian Empire If the people there had liked to join they 
would have joined the independent tribes whole-heartedly with anv move¬ 
ment that was anti-Gox'ernrn**nt or anti-British Then you would lm\e 
seen lakhs and lakhs of Indian money, rightly or wrongly, poured into the 



2310 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[19th Mar. 1982. 


[Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan.] 

N \Y. F. P and also thousands and thousands of soldiers rushed fioin 
every Cantonment of India for the safety of India. You Mould have 
found thousands of people filled theie. I was jn London last year and 
T was thankful, ilong with main otla*r friends, that the Kin#? of Afghanis¬ 
tan was just and neutral towards us When there was the Congress 
mo\ement lauiiehed all over the piovmee and when the organizers ot the 
movement wen* trying their best to obtain recruits to their movement, 
there was no response from the people On that occasion if the King of 
Afghanistan, or some independent tribes, had shown the slightest ict-vity 
against von. it would have been found that munitions and soldiers would 
have been brought in there from main places making these camps big like 
Delhi, ft was on account of the wise policy of fho British Government 
m spending lots of money there as to make the people there friendly and 
loyal to the British rule, it was on account of this policy that the people 
art of peace-loving habits. Yon should never sa\ for a moment that 
money is wasted there or that money is spent recklessly 

An Honourable Member: What about Ordinances 0 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan: If it is not irrelevant. 1 am icudv to 
reply to am question inv dear friend 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member should address the Cluur 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan: Sir, ii 1 max give a reply, with 
\our permission, to my Honourable ir.end, 1 will say about the Ordinances, 
that they are the very things we want, f>v these Ordinances, the Govern¬ 
ment have averted a lot of trouble to the public from ilw Cmigre^s. which 
has been conducting a lot of harmful propaganda against the Government 
thi re We could not control the people there. I mean the riff-raff, but not 
the gentlemen there T do not care to dise U sv that quest on at any 
further length, but T come now to the qu< "tion of the subvention Having 
full regard to the interests of retrenchment, the Honourable the Finance 
Member has given us only this amount It •««. much le-s than what the 
Committee recommended How oyer T am thankful to Government for 
this subvention and I will he thankful to the Home ,f they grant this 
subvention without division and without further criticism 

The \ssemhly llien adjourned r or Lunch nil Twenty Fiv • Minnies to 
Three of the Clock 


The Assembly re-assembled alter Lunch at Twenty Five Minutes to 
Three of the Cluck. Mr President in the Chair 


Mr. B. N. Mifira (Orissa Division* Non-Muhammadan)* Sir. with re¬ 
gard to this controversy’, T have to sav a few’ words. Much has been said 
about the subvention to the North-West Frontier Province and about 
Orissa T am not speaking in a spirit of envy because the. Frontier Province 
got it. but in a different, spirit. Probably, Sir. you know the custom in 
Indian dinners of Bhnymaaabha, where you don’t ask for the food yourself 



THE GENERAL BUDGET—LIST OF DEMANDS. 


2311: 


directly, but }ou ask that it should he brought to your neighbour-guest so 
that you may be served. That is the* spirit in which 1 speak now and not 
in a spirit of opposition because a subvention has been given to the North- 
West Frontier province Much lias been said about that province. It has 
been said that that province protects India from foreign invasion. Sir, 
our own memory is \er\ tieacherous and it is our greatest enemy. It may 
not he known lo all that m\ province of Orissa is tlie Middle Eastern 
Frontier Province Before Thrift, about 200 B C . it was King Kharabela 
and King Ttaktabahu of Orissa that saved our countn, India, when there 
was an Ionian invasion irom the* seaside, and prevented them from entering 
tin* countn Sir I think l c:in claim with greater force that if there is a 
Front'er Province which has saved India from foreign invasion it is my 
province of Orissa, which prevented the entry of foreigners through the sea. 

M\ Honourable friend Mr Vamin Khan spoke of the North-West Frontier 
Frounce as tin* gu.udicn angel and all that The fact remains that all the 
Muhammadan inui.- ons and ol lur invasions were made through that 
count i v winch al'-wed invaders to come in from that side "But it is my 
province which protected India from all the invasions and attacks from 
the ^easid' F\eii \ er\ n centlv during tin* Oerinan War the German 
battleship "F.mden” came* and shelled Madras and when it came to Pun 
i| was stopped Of course people who are supers!'tious say that it- was the 
Lord -Tauann.itli who n not the god of anv single prounee or conimunitv. 
but tin Lord <« r tbi Fiuxcr*-* lha| stopped ; t. but the fact remains that 
its further pmgie^ was stopped near the Puri coast So even very recently 
f» reign invasion w;e presented Therefore 1 sa\ that, Orissa should bt 
tre ited ax a fmntier province- the Middle Eastern Frontier as I call it. 

Tt is flint province which requires protection, but the attention which has 
hem ?> ud to that province «s well-known to till Sir. the Government 
deserve our Ihuul.s for thc\ have appointed *i Committee for the formation 
of a province Bid. Sir thev have done it m a verv half-hearted manner. 
Sir mark flu* wording o( the reference to the Committee "If an Oriva 
iVnme,- i- jo he farmed what will he the* h* undaries of the province and 
what will be itx effort on other prounie^” Sir. mark that small word “If”. 
Tf the Government have not after .TO vears of struggle decided to have a 
province, what is tlv us** of finding «*ut all this about boundaries and so 
or." Wax it done in tin- ease ot the formation of the Provinces of Bihar 
and Orissa and Sind etc ° This is a stepmotherly treatment to Orissa 
and shows that Government have appointed tins Committee with great 
reluctance as a show Sir if thev have not made up their mind why have 
thev brought a man from 0.000 miles awav as a member, and one gentle¬ 
man from Assam, and a millionaire from Bombay 0 When thev have to 
make a province, thev should do it well, not* in this half-hearted manner, 
flay definitely without “If” 

Mr. President: Order order The Honourable Member is speaking on 
the Foreign and Political Department and he is hardly in order in discus¬ 
sing the formation of the Orissa Province 

Mr. B. N. Misra: Sir. T am talking of the middle Eastern frontier and 
it deserves attention The other day His Excellency the Viceroy in 
addressing us spoke as follows * 

“ Tho course suggested is the grant of a Central subvention t o the North-West Frontier 
Province. The need for such a subvention and its probable amount are under inquiry 
hv mv Government. Tt is our intention to consult the Tndisn Legislature when the details 
have been worked out.” 
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Sir, 1 am speaking about the Government's attitude. His Excellency 
did not speak a word about Orissa, and the Foreign and Political Depart¬ 
ment have not treated the ease of Orissa with as much attention as they 
should have done. 1 think when my turn comes. I shall speak about that 
also; but 1 say they have not paid as much attention to the middle Fjastem 
frontier, though they have paid a great, deal ot attention to the North- 
West Frontier. I think the middle Eastern frontier deserves more atten¬ 
tion from other parts of India and other parts of India must remember 
that my province has done more than the North-West Frontier has e\er 
done. T began by saying that- memory is treacherous; the past is always 
forgotten; past gratitude for benefit received is always forgotten: people 
deal with the present; but T hope niv friends will remember when the 
claim of Orissa is pressed. 

Several Honourable Members: The question may now be put 

Mr. President: 1 accept the closure The question is that the ques¬ 
tion be now T put. 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, 1 do not intend to trespass 
\erv long on the time of the House in dealing with what, lias passed in this 
debate. You, Sir, according to this House a very full latitude, have m fact- 
allowed the question of the subvention to the North-West Frontier Pro¬ 
vince to be somewhat fully discussed on this \nto of 7 lakhs for the Foreign 
and Political Department We on these Benches really welcomed the 
line which you allowed the House to fake: but I must crave a certain 
amount of indulgence from the House m that 1 had not myself expected 
that this question would bo fully debated this morning and that my oppor¬ 
tunities for collecting my papers in the luncheon interval wore interrupted 
bv other and more pleasurable rccMipations I trust, the House wilj take 
that as some explanation of rnv not- dealing very fully with this subject. 
Tn any case T think it would have been difficult, to attempt any full exposi¬ 
tion now Tri the first place I would like In congratulate rny Honourable 
friend Mr Das on the success which he lias in the final end achieved in 
getting this subject discussed T understand mv honourable friend had 
perhaps a double motive in moving as be did in this matter, and 
I think 1 can s\mpathise with him in both sides of that motive. Tn the 
first place I think be wished to ensure that a matter of great public in 
tercst should he brought before the House for discussion Tn the second 
place, he desired somehow or other—I am not. quite sure by what exact, 
lines—but T feel sure he desired somehow nr other—to peg mil a position 
which would in future he favourable to hk own beloved province of Orissa. 

T am sure we all of us sympathise with the Honourable gentleman and 
with the Honourable Member who 1ms just spoken in their affection for 
their motherland; and if tluv can benefit that, part, of Tndia without, casting 
an unduly heavy burden on the rest of Tndia, T am sure we should all 
welcome their success. 

I think the House has already had put. before if, a full account, of thV 
attitude which the Government, have taken in this matter, and I feel sure 
that all Honourable Members are satisfied that it was our earnest desire to 
give the House an opportunity for discussing this very important, question. 
We did consider very carefully how it could best Be brought up; and whether 
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we were right or whether my Honourable friend Mr. Das is right, I hope 
he will accept if from me that, after very careful consideration, we felt 
that the proper and logical way of bringing up this question was in connec¬ 
tion with the Demands for grants; and that if we offered to the House suffi¬ 
cient time for the discussion of the Demands fw grants, it ought to be 
f»ossible with goodwill on every side, and with a business like use of time, 

1«» arrange for a really thorough debut** on the whole subject We have 
certainly done our best; and if the debate has not been such as to satisfy 
everybody, no Members in this House regret it more than wo do 

I was vers interested in the speech that was made late m this debate 
iis iris honourable friend, Mr. Abdul Matin Cbuudhury. He had obviously 
gone vers carefully into the financial aspect of this question and had 
arrived at the conclusion that m all the circumstances the subvention 
which we are pr<q>' sing now is not adequate to meet the needs 
«.*f the situation. I have already dealt with that question in my Budget 
speech. and I am sun* that the House will appreciate what I then explained, 

1 aniels, the scry great difficulty in which we were placed in fixing a sub¬ 
vention just now On the one hand we certainly wanted to give the new 
j rovinee r fair start. On the other we could not ignore our obligations to 
the rest of India, and it would base hem impossible to justify starting a 
province* off with a subvention under the present economic conditions, 
which would have h*ft them in a position to undertake expenditure on a 
scale which the rest of India had had to dens themselves. Therefore we 
had to go very earefulls mto the who'e question, arid without now attemp¬ 
ting to go into i,he details I would inform the House that there were 
full discussions between the Finance Department and the Foreign and 
Political Department and representatives from the North-West Frontier. 
\nd 1 think that it was recognised that in all the. circumstances the subven¬ 
tion which we now propose was reasonable and fair. It is very difficult 
to say w’hat the future is going to lx* and how it is going to develop T 
ran onlv sav this fTint i f the House Intoned w’ith appreciation to what fell 
from Mr Abdul Matin Chaudlniri. I hope that, if the Government should 
.» any time consider that the subvention was inadequate, the House would 
1 i k at the matter as sympathetically as mv honourable friend who spoke 
< n that subject T cannot say more upon that now’. 

Then* is just, one small point which T would like to clear up in this 
connection, because inadvertently I think T gave information, which w*as 
not. in every detail accurate, to mv honourable friend the Leader of the 
Nationalist, Party when he asked TT1C what was exactly the additional expen¬ 
diture this year T gave him the figure of 2-J lakhs and I told him that* that 
was arrived at in this was : that sve had in considering the North-West. 
Frontier Budget cut down the net amount that was required to 97-} lakhs; 
and then we decided in order to give them some little margin to plav with 
in make it up to a round sum of 100 lakhs and so we had added 2* lakhs. 
But T did not make clear that before arriving at the sum of 97} lakhs, we 
had actually included in the estimates of expenditure, two items which are 
new items, which would not have been included if this new constitutional 
arrangement had not been proposed. One of these items is 2} lakhs for the 
new administrative machinery, the Legislative Council and nil that sort of 
thing, and the other is one lakh for new Public Works staff; because it is 
now’ proposed that two extra civil divisions should be created and the Public 
Works service should be taken over by the province from the military 
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engineering services. That in a sense does not. represent extra expenditure, 
because in the normal way the military engineering service would have 
been paid establishment charges on account of the work they undertake; 
but actually m the forth coming year new works will be so restricted that to 
some extent one can say that one lakli expenditure might not have been 
put on to the North-West Frontlet Province J>udg rt l unless that change had 
taken place So really the sum and substance of tin* matter is this, that we 
have added 2J lakhs as a margin, and we ha\e included two new items, one 
of one lakh and one of 2] lakhs to meet new needs The total therefore that 
we have added to what would otherwise have been budgotted for if the pro- 
vinee had remained directly under the Control administration, is the total of 

plus l. plus 2} lakhs, that is to say. a total of fi lakhs That is exactly the 
position, but 1 would remind the House that those (» lakhs are added to a 
very severely reduced Hudget. as wo ha\e cut down tin* Budget provision 
in proportion to what has been done in the rt st of the field which is admi¬ 
nistered by the Government of India 

I think the House will not- require any tiling further fr-an iiu on this 
subject I would nurdy repeat that cm a subject of very great difficulty 
we haw* tried to keep the balance fair between the interests of India 
and the interests oi the new province, and that we have tried to give the 
House an opportunitv to discuss the matter Indeed I leel that after what 
has happened today, perhaps Honourable Members. n1 am rati* those who 
are here, will feel satisfied that, the issues ha\<.* been ventilated and that 
their main purpose has been served 

Mr. President; The question which ] Imve now to put is* 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rr. 7.74.000 be granted to the Governoi General in Counr il 
to defray the charges that will come in c ourse of payment during the year ending the 
31st day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Foreign and Political Dcj i i lit < i t ' 

The motion was adopted 

1)km\xd No ;*2—Hume Department. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir. I beg to move; 

** That a sum not exceeding Rfl 5,4N,000 be granted to the Governoi Geieiul in 
Council to defray the charges that will come in course of payment during the jenr 
ending the 31st day of March. 1933, in rospoet of ‘ Home Department V 

Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar (East Punjab Sikh) Sir, instead of 
moving my amendment, I propose to oppose the Demand as a whole. 

Mr. President: Then you are not moving your amendment?* 

Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar: No, Sir. I oppose the grant for the Home 
Department on account oi Ihe unsatisfactory manner in which they have 
earried out the administration of the Ordinances and for pursuing a policy 
of ruthless repression throughout the country Kverydav early in the 
morning one can see on the first page of the newspapers headlines such 
as “Lathi blows here.*, dispersal of processions there, maltreatment of ladies” 
and things of that kind Not a single day passes without such sensational 
and sickening news, and this is all due to the very' bad administration of 
the Government. In the jails political prisoners are badly treated At 

* “ That the Demand under the head * Homo Department ’ bo reduced by Rs. 86,000.’* 
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Mooltan jail particularly, we have seen from the papers, that political 
prisoners were placed alongside of prisoners suffering from tuberculosis, and 
in spite of protests on this score, political prisoners are still sent to Mooltan 
jail. How detrimental such an association will be to the health of political 
prisoners, will be clear from the news sent by the correspondent of the 
Tribune and published in its issue of the 5th March • 

'‘Tubercular patients in Multan Jail. 

Danger to political prisoners. 

T. B. cases should be segregated. 

Tn the Now Central Jail, Multan, there are a large number of ordinary prisoners 
suffering from tuberculosis. This is a great danger lo A and B class political prisoners 
and State prisoners who are in that jail and who ore putting up in the neighbouring 
barracks. The political prisoners, it is reported, have made a request that prisoners 
suffering from the above disease should tic transferred from that jail. 

Besides the Multan Municipalit\ considers the presence of such a lurge numler of 
such patients no near the city ns a danger to the publit health of the town, especially in 
viow of the fact that the death rate from tins disease m Multan is already alairmng. At a 
meeting held on the 29th February, it passed a resolution asking the Punjab llov eminent 
to kindly see that tuber* ulosis patients are removed from tins jail. 

Tt is hoped that highei authorities will take immediate at non in the matter anti older 
the transfer oi all patients suffering from this disease from the Multan jad In the interest 
of prisoners suffering from consumption as well as m the interest of other prisoners it is 
necessary that T B. cases should be segregated and kept in a separate jail. 

The prisoners have also made a rt presentation separately eoinj'l.iuvng 
about ihrii* being grouped together with prisoners differing Jrom tuberculosis, 
and 1 do not wish lo dwell at length on what w« read tins morning n« 
the papers about the forcible transfer of lady prisoners from Delhi, because 
it wdl come under a motion lor adjournment next week, htr the news 
was \er\ depressing indeed and showed m what savage manner even tin 
ladv political prisoners, highly re.-p* ct dde. A cl iss p,dy prisoners, are dealt 
with 1 1 \ the police 

\(»w 1 ( nme tn other happening more or jess m the smir kind In 
Madras v e ha\e heard «d* Dr P iton and even the Secretary of State ha?* 
expressed i*i irret over the incident, hut we have ne\«r heard an\ regret 
express, m] r Mu r 1 >\ the Madras (invernment or by the < ii.vcrmneni of India 
Mrs (i.mdhi ] * *i/l been pland in (’ cbisv now a Penal -ntn A class viinipiry 
Mrs Shvamlal Nehru wife nf ,m rr-Af T. A and a ivlat'.m *»f Pandit 
Motilal Nehru is a Do treated in the sarin- \v:a f.t»? Hmi'in I'lLfr }ftmhrr‘ 
“Mrs Jumnalal Bajaj “) \nd here T ant reminded 1>\ an Hononiahle Mein- 
her that M's Janmalal Bajaj >s nl-o similaHy treated Sir if this is tht 
wav in winch the (lovernment of India are carrying out the administration 
of flu' Ordinances, ordering charges and opening tir** almost ewrv 

dav at> one place or the other, if this is ti he palled modulation and 
restraint, then T do not know what they will do when they give up that 
moderation and adopt renllv extreme measures The next step will he to 
resort to artillery and machine guns I hope that such a flung will not 
happen. Not only in cam ing out the administration nf the Ordinances, 
the mentality of the Magistracy and the police has undergone 
n groat change, but even in other spheres of lift 1 a ferlin* o* 
hatred is shown by those in authority An incident recently took place 
in the place which T represent but where T do not anv longer live. I mean 
Forozepore. There was a meeting of the District Board at which th* 


c 
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Deputy Commissioner who is the official Chairman was present and the 
meeting was held on the 6th of January. We carried a proposal as <* 
measure of retrenchment and decided to dispense with the services of all 
persons who have served 125 years or are over 55 y ears. We did not mean 
to apply the rule to any particular individual, but it was intended to apply 
to all persons who were above 55 years oi age, though among ihcm was a 
favourite of the Deputy Commissioner. We have an official Chairman 
In Punjab we have not the privilege of having even an elected Chairman 
of the District Board c\cn 1 hough local self-goxernmeni has hern a trans¬ 
ferred subject tor tin* last 12 \e«rs That motion was carried 'Hie 
Deputy Commissioner did not take any objection But on tile Oth evening 
or the 7th morning we saw promulgation of the Ordinances The next 
meeting was held on the (ith February and the Deputy Commissioner, 
without am prcxnws notice to the Members and on that von da\ when 
we entered the hall at 11 o'clock, put on the Agenda Paper a resolution 
rescinding our resolution ot the Oth January. That was the mentality 
brought, about In the Ordinances. Next to me was sitting a member of 
tin* Punj.iW Council, an advocate of long standing, the Viee-Prevalent ^f 
the District Board but a nominated member T was sitting iu\t to him, 
and the Deputy Commissioner was near him The Deputx Commissioner 
told him, “1 ask you to support thi« resolution and v.Je tor it*’ He 
asked, “Why 0 Ts it an older ‘ > “ In the hearing of ewnhodx m the 
District Board hall, he said, “I order \ou as a nominated member to support 
and vote for this resolution" That is ihe way m wlueli I he majjistr.iey 
change with the issue of the Ordinances by the Government On the 
previous occasion we discussed the matter at great length, and \w carried 
the motion by an overwhelming majority—out of 40 members wv carried 
it by a majority of 13 or 14 At that time he was <juiet and dal n<»t do 
anything. That- is the wav in which the magistrates change 1 wiih the isMie 
of these Ordinances. In the jaiK in the winter ot January and February, 
they had just a barbed wire com pound, and tents which the mihtan con¬ 
sidered unfit for further use were pitched there, and the political prisoners 
were put in there with one blanket on. 1 myself went to the jail the 
Sujierinfendenf was there, the Magistrate too, and the Public Frosecutor 
who was coming there ton ease* in the jail There the prisoner*, said, “Sir, 
we get only two cliappatir* c da\ which are not sufficient, and the food 
is not good ’’ Those are the complaints of people who are in the fails 
which are administered by the Home Department here and tin- Home 
Departments in the provinces Even though they are administered hv the 
provinces, the ultimate responsibility is here, ns fails are still : reserved 
subject. Even Lord Lothian said in the House of Lords that r. pre-ninn 
is no remedx. Political discontent needs political euro, hut tin* noble 
Lord’s agents in the Government of Tndia appear to think otherwise Not, 
only that, even Mr "Ramsay MacDonald has said the same thing, but 1 i<t.* 
■not nnlv do they consider repression n remedy, but the adminisfratiun of 
that, repression goes bovond the limits of anv civilised humane treatment. 
'A fow r days ago we had continuously lathi charges in the Chandni Chowk 
T myself, like my Honourable' friend Mr. Gavn Prasad Singh, happcnr-d to 
visit- those places. The policemen with regulation latbh fell upon the 
crowd like vultures. They even came on the other side of the Clock Tower 
though people were collected only in the compound of the Municipal Hal! 
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H appeared to a disinterested spectator that the police had almost run 
mmick, hut the Home* Member protested in this House that thev are doing 
these things with the utmost moderation and restraint and that the mini¬ 
mum of force \v»s being used. Hut people goto tile hospitals with serious 
injuries inflicted upon them h\ the lathi blow's dealt bv these policemen 
It more bamboo pulp is used lot paper, I think the Government ui India 
mas he at a loss to get lathi* enough in India to beat the Congressmen 
with. I lies mas have to import them, because bamboo will he vers much 
in demand for paper (Laughter) Sir, Mr Llovd George uImi has laid 
down that the wishes fit the inhabitant*, must be the supreme consideration 
Thai applied even to countries like Afsica Hut here when we want self- 
determination, we are considered as agitator**, we are considered as break¬ 
ing law and order, and we are treated as rebels and beaten with /at/i» 
blows Is that 1 lie wav in winch flic (lov cmnieiil. which claims to have 
conn- to India tor giving law and order arid 1«> bring ns to n realisation of 
sell-government. should behave 4 ’ I am at a loss in understand wh\ that 
should be ihc treitimnt meted out to a constitutional movement like ilm 
mu which tli<* Congress has launched How can we, on these sides ; *t all, 
having conn Imre as the representatives of the people la* parlies to voting 
'■applies to a Cloveminent 

Mr. President: Will ihc Honourable Member speak i little louder** 

Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar: Yes Sir This morning vw heard tmm 
the gallant Memlc-r hum the North W<m Frontier I*mvnice that tin people 
>1 tI ijii f»n»\ nice like the Ordinances and th.it ihev are welcome t*> them 

An Honourable Member: It is his pewmd opinion 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan: 1 said tor law and order 

Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar: \.n mum da\* ig.» w«* hiar-I trom .m 
» « 1 1 i;t 11\ important anthoriiv, 1 mean Waulvi Muhammad Sh.ilee D.mndi, 
<»ne of tin le.ideisof the Muhammadan eonnnunitv (.la Honourable 

Member. “He if; not ’”) Nobody can deny it ( 1 fra Honourable Mem - 
brrn “We d»*n\ it.") Sir, he wait to the North-West Fmntier Province 
at the invitation of His Kxeellencv*s Government and made emjuiries into 
tin- administration of tin* Ordinances What he said is in complete contra¬ 
diction of what the noble Nawab from that part of the countiv has said. 
Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi said : 

*' I nimiM lose t o some voting men ami T found tliat Ihov had a much more sono\\fill 
story to tell They said * 

‘You leivif foma at t ho right moment We are at ripped naked, beaten, pract <»*nlly 
to such u degree that we are not able to tno\ e about, and then we are put in cold water'.’* 

That is tin- wav tlie people have described the administration ol ’he 
Ordinances and how thev welconn* it and I had it »>u the authority of Sir 
\hdul (,)ai\uni that the vounger generation in ihe Frontier r 1<> not like it. 
The noble Navv.ih inav have welcomed it. hut he has no authority to speak 
of the people cvf the Frontier as i whole (Major Xairah \hniml Xaraz 
Khan’ “The majority welcome it. **) Government must realise that the 
people who were considered the stand-by of the Government. their families 
have now joined the movement and have gone to jail That should he an 
eve-opener to the Government that the movement is not restricted to that 
one great organisation know'll as the Congress Even persons outside it 
who wore considered the stalwarts of the Government, the members of 
their families have gone to jail As T see from the papers. n daughter-in- 

c* 
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law of the late Sir Ganga Kam has gone to jail The son of iny friend. 
Mr. Bhagat Kam Puri. M.L.A., has gone to jail as dictator of the Lahore 
Congress. When people like this join hands with the Congress to demand 
from the Government the right of self-determination, the right to ha\e 
their own Government, then Government should realist* that the move¬ 
ment is widespread and has been earned to even homestead throughout 
the length and breadth of the country. If the C. I. L. is efficient, then 
the\ ean find that even Government servants who are the agents ot tli* 
Government and who draw heavy salaries from the Indian exchequer an 
dissatisfied with the wax in which the administration of the Ordinance- 
is carried out. As mv friend Mr G P Sinirh point"d mil tw.> c.» - 
M. L. As Mr. Xilkantha I)ns and G. (' Nag, ha\e gone to j.'il and the 
treatment meted out to them is ver\ bad Manx ot them are in C class 
The Zutshi sisters of Lahore, the daughters of an Adxoeate ot Alhihahad. whr 
are all graduates and one of them was a professor m Government College 
have been \er\ hadlv treated and have been put m fin* (' class If tin- is 
the method in which Government are going to conduct the adnimistration 
b\ treating badly the future mothers of the persons who will hold tin* reins 
of mini lustration, it is a xer\ s ; »d picture of the cix'ihzat cm which the\ 
have brought out- to this country The British Government and their sub¬ 
agents, the rndiari (io\eminent, have never learnt bv experience The\ 
tried to earn out the same polic\ in America, m Ireland in Egypt 
and Ihev did not succeed We liaxe the example of America, .md Trelaiul. 
and T think India will not he long in repeating tin* sane experiment, and 
it l- onl\ when the people also resort to force that the Oo\«*rnnient x\iP 
surrender power Their statesmanship and experience ought to have tangle 
them that what did not succeed m the past is not likelv to succeed m 
futim Thex cannot Mippivss a nation >>f 3d<> million- i,f penph b\ . ppn- 
sion The movement may quiet down for a month tun months, a roiiph 
of xears, hut thex cannot crush the spirit which i- engendered m ever 
m.in and woman in the conntn that they must he masters of th«• *r own 
destinies and of their own countrx Even the great Lord Mnrlev t<» whom 
we owe flic first reforms, said that moral and intellectual conditions are 
not the onl\ motive force in a conunimitx. nor are thex even the- most 
decisive political and material condition- set the limit at which speculation 
can do eitlmr good or harm Government knnw that liny ha\«> brought is 
to a condition of things which has reached fha| limit Thcv haxe brought 
its fu the limit, and thex must note that the present state* of things can 
only do barm and no good P is advisable for them, exvn now, although 
two months have passed since* the* inauguration of the present policy, to 
retrace* their steps and to come again to the old reality of things which 
tho\ realized last year this verv month yvhen thex announced to ns that 
the method of negotiation and conciliation was the hesf 

(At this stage Mr President vacated the Chair, which was taken bx 
Sir "FTuri Singh Gour.) 

T wish. Sir. that, like last venr, they would even now retrace their step- 
and give un ruling by Ordinances, give up the maltreatment meted out 
to the best sons of the land who hax T e gone into the jails, and discuss 
at what is an oval rather than round table with the real representatives 
of the people all combined, liberals, nationalists and the representatives 
of thjit great and mightv organization, which commands the largest 
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backing, I say, throughout the length and breadth of India, the Congress, 
and whose soles delegate is known to everybody as the most peace-loving 
man on the face of this globe (Hear, hear), and whose honesty and desire 
lor peace is not doubted by even his bitterest opponents. Sir, he is, as 
was so truly said by that great Empire statesman, General Smuts, whom 
ihe (-oimnouwealth of British nations have come to recognize; as one of t he 
greatest statesmen of the British Empire, he is the only man in India who 
can deliver the goods Sir. even General Smuts said that it is Mahatma 
Gandhi and he alone who can deliver the goods on behalf o! India. (Mr. 
1\. Ahmad'. “What about the Hindu Mahas.ibhaAnd Sir General 
Smuts said this from personal experience of his. because he had to deal 
with the same Mahatma in another field in earlier days. He knew the 
man about whom lie was speaking; and the British Government even have 
set apart that good, that noble, that useful advice given by him for ro- 
1 racing their steps and coming to grips with the realities of the situation 
,md meeting together and evolving n formula fov the solution of the problem 
Repression, Sir, has not succeeded in any country. Spain and Greece tried 
it and failed. "Portugal tried it and lum not succeeded It u is tried in 
Ireland and it failed Here ths is being tried 1 say the Government will 
1( a\c to retrace their steps, and I am sure that the time will not- bo long, 
though at tins moment we an not likelv to meet with am response in 
this direction from tin* Honourable tin Home Member—when the Govern¬ 
ment will have to retrace their steps when I say, the methods of nego 
nation and conversation will again haw io he followed. If so. win delay 
the agom *’ Win n«»t come at once to the issue before the < ountrv and 
ill moot together and deliberate on th< suprt me issue and give up the rule 
by Ordinances and abandon ibis ruthless policv which nohodv can possibly 
like" Sir. the altitude of the Government of Tndta appears to me to be 
‘•nch • is , an be put in om sentence 

Invention is exhausted, reason i- fatigued, c\pi riem .* h is given pidg¬ 
in* nt but ohstin.im is not wt • nnqueivd 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen il’r.M.|,n." lMi-i-m Non Muhammadan 
Fiimill Sir 1 rise to join my llonomahle fraud. Sirdar ll.trh.m- Singh 
Br.ir, in opposing the mum J), m.md m tv-peri of the TIonu rvpamneiit, 
• n aeeount o* Us utte** f:.duie to pie^ive Gw ami irdcr m the country by 
lbeir mishandling the present jvolitieal -itnation Sir. ihe pie-cnt policy of 
Government is om of wilful and ttnalloved repression while true states¬ 
manship, as followed bv men like Lord Irwin, dein.mded if otlmwiso. Sir, 
it is an undeniable fact that at present we are being ruled not by ordinary 
laws but bv Ordinance'—Ordinance after Ordinance, one Ordinance follow¬ 
ed bv another Ordinance ad infinitum and ad nausrum. T confess that I 
tailed to keep paee wth them, .aid after closely studying only a few of 
them. T had to give up the subject in despair and in disgust. Sir, from 
the point of view of political emancipation. T do not grudge this repressive 
policy of Government, because that will only act as a hastening 
agent for the purpose of political emancipation. But what I do object to 
is that by their repressive policv. Government have made the country quite 
unfit for living in. at least for peace-loving citizens Sir, the only tiling 
that remains to ho done by Government is to amend that section of the 
Government, of India Act, which confers on the Members of the Legisla¬ 
ture some little right and privilege t-o enter into a fruitless discussion of 
•the Government’s policy on particular days and within a particular arena. 
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Sir. what lias been the effect of these Ordinances? My life is not m\ own, 
m\ property is not m> own. My proper!} is being snatched away, my 
bank deposits are being snatched awa\. As to personal safet}, the Jess 
said, the better. (Hear, hear.) The newspapers are teeming with innumer¬ 
able instances, and l am not going to cite one or two out ot innumerable 
cases, and thus to minimise the gravity and the seriousness of the situa 
lion. Sir. not to speak ot men, even women are being roughly handled 
Even women in ail advanced state of pregnancy are not being spared. It 
was only three or four days ago that yve cunit across a newspaper account 
that a woman named Dhaua Lakshini gave birth to a child in prison. 
This birth in prison reminds us of a similar birth in prison about (>.000 
years ago in Muttra winch delivered the country Irom the tyranny piv 
vailing there at that tune. Sii. is tin.re am Indian who lias not been 
directly or indirectly affected by these inhuman atrocities, and with our 
nearest and dearest ones thrown into prison with their limbs maimed and 
injured, do Government expect that yye can co-operate yyilli them like good 
ho\s for long? Sir. in the matter ot repression the present G »yeminent 
ha\e beaten all previous records. We are believers in the Luninas In 
the Puranas we have read tin stray of Jarasnndha who threyy into prison 
hundreds oi chiefs who ventured to open their lips agam«t Iik tyranny 
We have also read tile story of Kamsa yvlio. iippreliensne ot danger from 
all quarters, like the present Go\ernment, ordered a mass icre ot innoc. nis 
We ha\e also read the story of "Havana and the stories of Shumbha and 
Nishumbha who eommitted outrages on women Needless to .aid that ihe' 
were destroyed In the divine hand in due course Sir each ot these had 
only one charge against him but the present Goyeminent hnye to then- 
credit all the three charges combined tog* ther And what has beer the 
result? They have to face opposition eu*n from unexpected quarters 
While speaking on the Press Bill during the Iasi Simla session. 1 charged 
the Government that thev have spoilt and misled our voung nun T nrn 
noyy here to say that they haw exasperated fair young women also 1 
am almost prepared to say tint they have spoilt our young women Sir 
young Hindu girls y\ith revolvers in their hands art shooting human beings 
(.Mr K. Ahmed. “Whose fault was that?”) That is the fault of the 
present repressive policy of Government My friend Mr T\ Ahmed with 
his characteristic levity, which is no respecter of occasions, has coni' 1 
forward to interrupt me and T prefei to let him alone Sii. y\ho \yill In 
fhe worst sufferers from this sort of tyranny? It i<- not the British peoph 
but the people of this country who will be the sufferers The Britisher- 
may at most be compelled to shift to another part of the globe hut the 
culture and training which will be left by them will go on disturbing Ihe 
peace of the country for centuries to come Sir my reference to the 
Ordinances may be interpreted to mean that we enjoyed much happier 
days before the promulgation of the Ordinances. Not a bit of it In tins 
connection T shall read out a few lines from the report that yv.ts published 
in the Liberty of Calcutta on the 8th October 1981 regarding the treatment 
of the Police towards three schools in the district of Chittagong This is 
the report submitted by the Secretary. Saroatali H. E School, to the 
Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal: 

“ At 10-30 a.m., on the 31st day of August, 1031, a large posse of Gurkhas led by two 
European officers entered the school premises and heat morrilessly right and left all the 
students of classes III to X, after barricading the compound, even the staff Members 
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having their due share of the bayonet and baton wounds. The boys fled from 
room to room in panic and then from inside to outside and then again, from out to in, 
atill under pressure of constant beating, till finally most of them were kicked out and back 
again kicked in. In this confusion, we were only silent onlookers. When the boys ran 
into Headmaster's room terror-stricken, he could scarcely afford any protection to any. 
A great majority of them had had their clothes taken off, their shorts torn to pieces, some 
in the melee running hither and thither stark-naked, their books and umbrellas and every¬ 
thing else left behind. The school house is now deserted by the boys and perhaps we 
won’t be able to run the school for some days. Some deadly hurt on the head were 
profusely bleeding, drops of blood yet staining the floors of the school house. 

Tt. is u pity that this indiscriminate beating went on in spite of our producing three 
boys on demand by the officers. All the books were then scattered away, shutters, glass 
panes and many furniture, were badly damaged.” 

Now, with regard to another school, Huhuluh School, a similar report 
goes on 1 shall ijuote only a few sentences from it . 

” The military officers then went to the classes X, IX, and VIII and asked the Assis¬ 
tant Headmaster to explain to the classes that they had come, under the orders of the 
(Government, to punish the boys for taking part in the Ham Krishna-day demonstration. 
These being explained to the boys, the military then entered the class-rooms and flogged 
all the Hindu boys indiscriminately. Some of the boys were bleeding profusely and two 
or three boys fell senseless on the floor.” 

Sir, in their hum and excitement they lost all sense of decency and 
KMson.ihlencbs, because the report goes on to say 

"They also struck some Muhammadan boys on the heads along with them. The 
Assistant Headmaster then sent fur the doctor and arranged for first aid to the injured 
after wlm li several gentlemen oi the locality and members of the Managing Committee, 
came and witnessed the horrible sight." 

Thtre is .i1m> another report to the same effect but I arn not going to 
t«ik« tie nine ol the House h\ quoting from it. 

Sir I asked a question on the floor ot the House un tins subject and 
the Honoui.thle the Home Metnbei e une lorward with the reply that the 
enquiu w.n not yet completed 1 think it will ne\ei he completed Com¬ 
ments are superfluous* This n* the brilliant record that the Horne Depart¬ 
ment lias got behind it and with this recotd tiny hu\e conic forward to 
ask tin House to \ote torn giant for that Department I propose that the 
grant he refused. 

Mr. N. R. Ounjftl (Bombay Central Division Non-Muhammadan 
Dural) Made, a speech in Marathi, a tiansl.ition ot which will he found later 
as an appendix to these proceedings 

Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna Reddi (Madras ceded Districts and Chitroor 
Non-Muhammadan Rural)* Sir, it may be asked, what has this policy of 
handling or mishandling the present political situation in the country bv 
the Government got to do with the Demand for grant for the Home De¬ 
partment [ shall submit that it has got every relationship with it. I 
would icquest the House |ust to look back to the second Hound Table 
Conference In the midst of this Conference there happened to be a 
general election in England, and we all know* that the Conservatives were 
elected to Parliament by a thumping majority. Then we suspected that 
the whole policy of the Government in India might change and our suspicion 
grew into alarm when we saw that it was not Mr Bonn but Sir Samuel 
Hoare who became Secretary of State for India. Wo know that Sir Samuel 
Hoare is a merchant prince and is entirely in the hands of the Lancashire 
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people. We know that Lancashire trade has suffered enormously from 
thk boycott mowment, and so we on this side think that the whole re¬ 
pressive policy of the Government pursued at present after the second 
Round Table Conference was entirely dictated by the Great Moghul in 
England. Now, Sir, what- was the state of affairs in India when Mahatma 
4 pm Gandhi returned from the Conference? At the lt-ound Table 
Conference Mahatma Gandhi, who was the sole representative 
«<f the Congress, was now and then giving expression to liis opinion that 
it was? nut possible to get any substantial reforms from the present Govern¬ 
ment in England and that he would be forced to rovi\e the civil disobedience 
movement m India Sir Samuel Hoaro was not slow to tell his country 
that, the Government of India was fully armed to meet any emergency 
that might arise m India after Mahatma Gandhi’s arrival if the movement 
of civil disobedience was revived Now, Sir, we shall see the condition 
of the country when Mahatma Gandhi r« turned There was, it k alleged, 
a sort of no-tax campaign or rather preparations for a no-tax campaign 
going on in the Tinted Provinces It was also said that there win* a red 
shirt movement m tile X<>rth-Wosf Fiontier Province If these arc proved 
to be facts, tliev are to he considered as abnormal phenomena T am not 
at present dealing with thesr abnormal phenomena that took place in a 
particular province, nor am J speaking of the alleged or supposed terrorist 
movement that was existing in Bengal All thk Government have hern 
armed with special powers to deal with But 1 am speaking of the normal 
phenomena in which this movement was expressing itself in the country. 
Broad)v speaking, the movement has been expressing itself in two or 
three activities namely, peaceful boycotting of liquor shops, peaceful 
phketmg of foreign cloth shops, and meetings held in furtheiance of these 
objects Those are the ordmarv activities which the Congress people have 
1 >oeii pursuing, and T submit there was ahsolutilv no iiistific.ii i. .n for the 
promulgation of these Ordinance, one after another, m quick succession, 
to meet this so-called emergency At the beginning of this session, the 
Government distributed to is volumes of printed mat ter justifying the 
action taken bv the Government in promulgating these Ordinances in 
various provinces. Tn those volumes T find there are onlv a few lines, 
about three linos, devoted to the situation that was obtaining in the 
'Presidency of Madras which in the opinion of the Government justified 
the promulgation of these Ordinances I make no apology to the House 
for reading those three lines hi rrtrnso because it k so short and distress¬ 
ing! v sweet These arc the actual words* 

“The Madras Government report thnt while Congress have worked contrary to the 
spirit of "Delhi settlement, t hey have, generally spoaking refrained from breaking the letter. 
Tn particular, they have not been so far ostensibly responsible for any niral agitation 
since the settlement, but individual Congress hotheads have Rpoken guardedly of a no-tax 
campaign in connection wilh the resettlement operations in progress in Kistna and 
Godavarias.” 

This is all the justification of the Government for promulgating these 
extraordinary measures in the Presidency of Madras. The Congress people 
have not gone into the rural parts; there was absolutely no Congress 
movement in rural parts; they have kept the letter of the Pact; but the Gov¬ 
ernment say that some people have taken it into their heads to spread 
sort of no-tax campaign in the Godavari and Kistna Deltas. T may 
explain in a few w^ords what that sort of campaign is. During these days 
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of economic depression the Government of Madras enhanced the water 
rates in those deltaic areas by three or four times. Naturally the ryots 
and others affected by this enhancement made representations to the 
Government not to levy those abnormal taxes at this time, and some 
leaders also took up the cause of the rvots and they were holding meetings 
he^e and there and sending representations *o Government. That is all 
that was taking place. (roveminent simply gave the name of 110 -tax 
campaign t<> the movement. Just as one would give a bad name to a 
dog to hang it. so they gave tla name of no-tax campaign to this movement 
in order to suppress and stifle the legitimate expression of grievances of 
the people, and we find that one of our r.r-M. L As Mr. N. G. Bauga 
is in jail on account of tin* Government is least justified in the Madras 
Presidency in putting those Ordinances into force, and it is there that 
the Ordinance* me worked with the crrejfepi vigour. T am not speaking, 
at tins late hour about the oven day occurrences of ihe Inf hi charge^ 
and breakm.; of skulls and other things, because o\ervbody in this House 
is familiar with what is taking place in the countrv But T shall refer 
• >n 1 \ in .i few glaring instance* "1 the wu\ in which Government have been 
handling this situation. I will take one instance, the Swadeshi Exhibition 
m Madras On Xnns eve then* was a big Swadeshi Exhibition organised 
near the C'ojigivss House in Madias, and it was opened b\ one of the 
greatest and most n*\»*rcd son* of India. Sir M. Visveswaray \a; and the 
Exhibition went on lor some da's JiM a* it was about to he closed, about 
tla lnth Jamiaiy --gist on-* da\ piv\'oil* to its closing—the police under 
the order* of the Police C’ommissw«n» r or some other like authority came 
and drove away tla shopkeepers and others and bundled up nil the goods 
and refused to deliver them The very next day the Exhibition would 
have closed automaiic.dlv but just one da\ earlier the Government took 
this high-handed action to put down the Khaddav movement This clearly 
shows that the Ordinances are not so much directed against suppressing 
am terrorist lnnvemtnt. hut are really intended to suppress this boycott 
movement m order to help the Lancashire and foreign trade 

Then comes tin e..si* oj 1 )i Pa’oii whieh lias hec onie .i matter of 
hi"t"r\ h\ this t him Hi* a Scotch noh’a-nian who has settled in this 
"imtry and w ai*t ih* »*d ewiytlnng and placed all his large prupertv at the 
rue,, ot tins countr\ In a place called Tiruppattur m the Madras Presi¬ 
de lie\. win it I had tla 1 pleasure of \ 'siting him. he has opened a big 
hospital, distributing mede ml* ir* e to all poor people. and he has also 
•pened some agricultural larnis pM to entourage the local agiicultural 
development. .mil thus h«* has lu*en devoting liiinselt to this philanthropic 
work lb* liappciii d to heai s.. many reports from Madras about the 
hiating ol the pick«*tt i-s hy the police and breaking of heads and *o he 
wanted to se< whether la* could open a hospital at Madras to treat those 
persons who weie i reel \ mg mjuiies under lathi charges With that idea 
ne went to Madras, and while lie was passing on the road lie was beaten 

and coloured water was turned upon him with a ho*e pipe and his clothes_ 

which h\c ilie bye wviv I\haddur--were soiled. Government did not leave 
thi matter at that, but .aided insult to injury b\ framing certain charges 
against him, saying that he had posted some people for picketing and that 
he was lecturing about the boycott movement. These charges were quite 
unfounded and they were subsequently withdrawn, and we know the subse¬ 
quent conduct of the case, and even the Secretary of State the other day 
had to admit it was a mistake of the Government 
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In spite of all that, the Government have not taken it into their mind 
to express regret to the person himself. There is one more incident 1 
wish to state, and that is the heating of ]\Ir Samhamurti. He is a 
revered man »>l Andhra Desa ; while he was attending a meeting about 
the beginning of this year, the police without am provoeation and without 
serving any notice that the meeting was unlawful or am such thing, ctunc 
and heat him till he became unconscious 

We are also familiar with the “thali” incident ; that is, a lads who 
was convicted by the court at Talacherri was asked to renune her thali to 
pay up tlie fine. For a Hindu huh thali is considered as a very sacred 
jewel, and though it k not \er\ costly it is removed only on tin* death 
of her husband, such thing has oecurred in open court A wa\c ot 
indignation passed throughout the length and breadth of this country 
and yet the Government did not take proper action against the offenders 
The\ were satisfied that tin magistrate was wrong and he expressed his 
apologv to tht Government Well Sir we are now quite tamiliar with 
the policy ot vicarious retribution which tht Government are employing, 
in asking the father to pay the fine of* iiis son, or asking the mother to 
) n\ the fine oi lier duughter, but we ha\e not \et heard this viiariou*. 
acknow ledgment oi apologv in am part ot the civilized world In this 
ease the wrong is persona! and the apology must satisfy the person 
wronged It is absolute! v no consolation lor the poor woman who is 
rotting in jail, if souk apologv was given In the magistrate behind her 
hack Such things arc t.iking plan m the name ot law and order, and 
this is tin 1 wav in which the Ordinances are being worked dav in and 
da.\ out, and it is statedtii.it thev are worked with much ration and witli 
restraint I clearlv see Sir, that th» present poliev is not directed so 
much bv the (loverninent here as it is dictated by the Home Govern¬ 
ment and h\ the Secretary oi State Hence l support the motion to cut 
down the whole Demand tor the Home Department 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer: Tht question max now he put. Sir 

Mr. Chairman (Sir Han Singh Gouri The question is that the question 
be now put. 

The motion was adopted 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar (Home Member) Sir 1 must express 
a very considerable measure of surprise at the course which this debate 
has taken From the notice of motions received I understood find the 
matter which Honourable Members opposite, who were specially concerned 
with this particular Demand, desired to raise related to the measures which 
had been taken for retrenchment in the Home Department and also gene¬ 
ral questions of the secretariat machinery which should affect, more or 
less, all departments of the Government of India. Consequently, Sir, the 
speech of the Honourable Member who spoke first in this debate, though 
I regret to say that practically three-fourths of it was inaudible to me, did 
occasion me very much surprise It appeared to me that the questions 
which were being raised were 1 precisely the same question*, which were 
earlier raised in this House, which we debated for nearly two whole davs 
and which were disposed of by a majority of this Assembly. That heinpr 
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occasion io trespass very long upon the patience and indulgence of this 
H<>use, 1 do not think that I should be tempted to swerve from the course 
of virtue- on this occasion by indicting upon the House a long re-statement 
of matters which have already hecn stated as clearly and as fully as is 
possible for me to do In truth. Sir, 1 do not think that there- was any¬ 
thing that was stated tixlav, am incident ol the various incidents which 
weir icirried to today—any arguments employed or any speech made 
today—which might not more properly, if at all, have been brought forward 
ill thr course ol tile previous dehate Th* House will, therefore I am sure, 
absolve me from any discourtesy to Honourable Members opposite if on 
tins occasion 1 record mv opinion that it would not he proper tor me to 
repr.it to tin House once more a defence on the policy of (iovernment 
winch was debated at great length and which was approved h\ a majority 
of tin House si\ weeks ago 

Mr. Chairman: The question is* 

That h Hum not exceeding Rs. 5,48,000 bo granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges which w ill come in eouise of jiavn ent during the year end¬ 
ing the .‘tint dav of March, 1033, in respect of* Home Department Y" 

'I’he motion was adojited 


Dkm\vi> No —Prw.n ShiiwiK Commission 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I beg to move 

** That a sum not exeeeding Its. 1,33.000 be granted to the Governor General in Goun 
ciI todeliay the ehniges which will come in eoui-e ol j mvij ent dm ngtl c veal ending 
the 31st day ot March. 1033. in respect of* Public Nerv ice* Commission Y’ 

Mr. K. P. Thampan (West (’oast and Ndgiris Non-Muhammadan 
i * in a 1 1 Sir, the motion that 1 have to make is that the Demand under 
the head ‘Public Sen ict Commission* be reduced by IN 1.23.000 I really 
d<< not know w bethel I shall be able to do justice to this subject within 
tin short time that l have u\ mv disposal, hut I will trv my best to con¬ 
fine my observations to tlit salient points and briefly deal with them. Sir, 
tin* Public Service Commission was eonstiiuted bv wav of implementing 
mi lion 1MW ot tin- < iov erniii<>nt of India Act That section provided for 
tlu appointment ot Public Service Commissioners to discharge such func¬ 
tions a> bv ?ules the Secretiirv of State might delegate to them. The 
appointment ot the Members is made by the Secretary of State, their 
sakirv i- fixed bv the Seeretan of State, and their tenure of office is also 
fixed by tlu SocicOiry of State under rules The Public Sendee 
Commission a^ at juvsent constituted consists of a Chairman and four 
Mi min i's, the Chairman gets IN 5.000 per month as salary and the 
Members get IN 3,500 each. This body has got a Seeretarv who is paid 
Rs. 1,250 and also a special pay of Rs. 400 per mouth, and the entire eost 
of the Public Sendee Commission comes to about Rs 3.72.000 as budgeted 
for next year The officer* cost Rs 2,22,(tOO and odd, and the balance is 
fnr meciing the establishment charges, contingencies and s,uch things. 
The ( iciieral Purpose* Sub-Committee, which was so ably presided over 
by our esteemed and distinguished friend, Sir Abdur Rahim, went into the 
whole subject and suggested as many as 10 points for the consideration 
of Ciovernment, clearly making out that the expenditure of this branch 
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could be reduced by Rs. 1,36,200. The Government, however, accepted 
mly a reduction of Es. 13.200, nnd my motion relates to the balance of 
Rs. 1,23,000; that is why I have said that the Demand be reduced by 
Rs. 1,23,000. The case has been very well made out by the General 
Purposes Sub-Committee, which is set out at pages* 65 to 73 of their 
valuable "Report. The Sub-Committee recommends in the first place that 
instead of having live Members on the Commission, their number might 
very well be reduced to three Th.it is the main recommendation, and 
tnat is the chief item winch will go to reduce the expense on the Public 
Service Commission. Tfie Commission themselves agree that they can 
very well carry on with three Members. They say * 

“ It cannot bo said that the \ ultimo of the Commission’s work requites as many as 
five Members and so far as the volume of work is concerned it 4 could be done equally 
well with three Members'." 

When the ,mthorit\ .ifiteted by the proposal sa\s that the whole work can 
hi managed by three Member'.. 1 re.illy do not understand wh\ the Gov- 
i rnment should not accept it. Instances ha\e been pointed out by the 
Gener.tl Purposes Suh-foimmU*-*- is to how Service Commissions arc 
heuiu worked m Madras ,,r .ah-i pi ivos. 1 am mu-elf acquainted with 
the ei'iiditioii" pnxaleiit m Mulm- We have a Chairman and two Moil- 
airs i.} the Public Sinn c »’i.miui-h ai The establishment and other 
par.mlietnalicL is n<>t hall much as \«>u find here The General Purposes 
Sub-Committee nU»i r**ier- t<» Midi (*« »nmiissj<»ns. in other parts oi the 
PritiMi Empire The PntiMi i .iimm-siou itself consist* oi a Chairman 
..lid two ('oiimiisMoner-. • •if ■•! whom arts also a< Secretar\ Tin South 
African and i auadian Comnu--mn- are helu*\ed to have only one Member 
.nd tlie Australian I'limms-inii * w<i Relcrenee is also made in the Re- 
j or» to tlu Pill which was inti i«iuf*»*d 'll tin Puii]ah LegiMathe Council, 
i ut 1 do not know wliether it ha- lam passed into law or not. Now, what 
we are eonceimd with is tin*-, a specific recommendation was made b\ the 
Uctmnclimcnt fi>mnutmr th.it the number ol Members should he reduced 
to three, and the Public Smu < i ommis^mn theinse!vc- have accepted 
1n.it proposal Put. Sir <io\ennmm do not .a cent n Why '? Thf only 
• >1 >ji ct i* ai so far as j c add si that w as put toiw.ud against that proposal, 
was that the reduction of the number oi Members to three would disturb 
the coi i 1 icli'll* i o| tlu Europi .m numbers ai tlu service's (Questions 
atkoting discipline and such otia r tilings ha\e .o he referred to tlu* Com¬ 
mission. and the 1 C S and otlui Kuiopean namhirs, it- is afraid, will 
demur to the European ' 1« ment being reduced m the Commission That 
a-nect of the question Ins 1 m en * ffectiveh answered by’ Mie Pubic- Service 
(V.nmiHsii n its# It’. It \«m will allow me l <-an not do better than read 
i line or two from the lb poll Thu u wind Mie (Vmnnusion themselves 
sa\ • 

“ The experience of the last five years shows that the Indian anil European Members of 
the Commission are o pnllv anxious to do justice to the members of the services whether 
European or Indian. The Indian Members of the Commission are as careful ns the 
European Members to do justice ta European appellants. If the past is a safo index of 
the future, if. is not unreason ible to hope that a majority of Indians on the Commission 
would not prove de‘rirnental to the interests of European officers." 

1 cun not tin re fort* understand why the Government should persist in 
keeping five Members on the Commission. Of course, I am aware that 
one Member is on leave and that his place has not been filled up. But 
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\ 0 u will find there is a provision for all the five Members in the Budget 
for next \oar Another objection which the Home Department has raised 
is this, timt the proposal requires the sanction of the Secretary of State. 

I know that not onlv this branch of administration hut the whole adminis¬ 
tration nl the Government of India is subject to the sujft rintendence, 
direction and control of the Secret a r\ ot State. I here was no difficulty 
h,r the Seeretarv of State m approach Parliament and to get passed an 
Act which enabled the Government of India to reduce b\ 10 per cent the* 
salaries n*f the statuton semces Hut tins does not require that. If the 
Government of India will onl\ m'c their wav to accept tlie* pioposal, the\ 
can casilv get the permission of the Secretarv of State Therefore, that 
kind of plea would not hold good. The fact of the matter is. they do not 
want an\ retrenchment to he made m this department. 

There is another aspect <»i tin* question which the Government of Iudi.u 
h.i\e to consider W» have effected 1 arge retrenchments in the services, 
and tin chalice'- ale that ha .it least two or three vears to Come tlu* (jov- 
ernment <>1 India v di not have to make tr»-di appointiueiits. at un\ rate, 
tin* work nl the Commission will not he a- lunch a- it u-td to b»*. 1 
undt rotund that retreiiclini ,, nt () t the rate n* 10 per cent has been made 
in the personnel ot all dt p.irtnvnN of the administration The Commis¬ 
sion will not have that .iiiminit i A work a- it used to have before I do 
not pmpnsf ,it i his kiti* tnair \m h>> 1 hr nigh s rnntun all proposals oi the 
II S Committei I nnlv -.i\ dm consider iti .n ha- not been 

giv* n to th**m At this tun. ot acute financial distress when the 

eounirv li.is been hindtin-d with unhearalde taxation, when all iwnues of 

reto m hmetii are h< mg < xphnvd it tin* Government ate reallv earnest m 

♦ heir desite to effect retrenchment it i- imperative tli.r such reasonable 
proposals as have been put forward hv the Retrenchment ( omtmCee should 
hr- accepted 

I At this sta«.\ Mi i’rcsidtut resumed the Chair , 

Hctore I com hide, I wish t » refer to another aspect o! Gie niatttr which 

I consider is \ei \ important Hie Puhhi Sirviiv ( otntnhsKjn a- con&ti- 
tuted .it piesent i- ,i putik adv i-orv Link It has not cot supreme 
pow*Ts i -i in other wolds it is m»t a ln»d\ which has cot ,i final voice ill 
the mattirs that gi, hetore it I ie.dk do not know whether the framer* 
ot tin Government «»t India Art mtendid that it should he so At anv 
rate section 00-0 ot the Act i- not cap.ibh of tiiar interpretation. It 
k verv often eompiained hv our public men that what is given hv the 
Parliament and hv our benign Sovereign is whittled down hv the rules 
framed hv the Seeivtarv of State I find on reference to Professor 

Keith s hook on responsible Government in the Dominions, that in ill the 
Dominions the Public Service Commission has cot absolute rights, and 

T am quite sure that in adopting the same model the ordinal idea of the 
framers of the Government of India Act was that the Public Service Com¬ 
mission m India also must he endowed with such supreme or plenarv 

power- i here is no neeessitv to have Members on the Commission with 
such salaries as tliev are now drawing if their function is purelv advisory. 
I do not think any man worth his salt will accept the position of a Member 
of the Commission which can onk tender advice The salary of the Chair¬ 
man is Ps. /5,000, which is the salary of a Chief Justice of a High Court, 
Unless there is a finalitv in regard to matters referred to the Corn- 

mission, sa long as it has not supreme or absolute powers, it will not he 
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worth while lor am respectable man to accept a place on it (An Honoui- 
ablc Member: “There is mom*}.”) There are only very few people 
among men of the highest public standing with whom money counts. The 
point 1 wish to make is that, so long as this Public Sen ice Commission 
continues to he a body nt nchisei’s. it is not worth while keeping them. 
That is my humble opinion 

I do not propose 1 to take the time ot the House by reading certain extracts 
troni Professor Keith's hook legarding the constitution ot the Public 
Service Commissions in the ('olonies and m tin* Dominions My desire is 
that the Public Service Commisxi, ,n in India must also he oi the same 
model So long as that is not clone the provisions ot section 9C-C of the* 
Government ot India Act will not he fulfilled and it is not worth w hdc to 
i ianit>iin such a c«Ml\ body m ibis countn With these t< w words I 
commend my motion to the acceptance oi flic House* 

Mr. C. S. R&nga Iyer: Su, i must congiatulate my llonouiablo ineud 
Mr Thampan on taking up this motion We had almost haled i hot lies 
motion would conic under the guillotine, and 1 express my dei p .,nd 
sincere gratitude to the Leader nt the Independent Party tor having co¬ 
operated with us in enabling is to reach this impoitalit i ul It m.iv he 
that this will lie the last cut that will he discussed to-day, and I hope that 
J will leave at least ten nnnuies tor the Honourable Member to icply. 
Hut this. Sir, is i n a sense more important tor ihe achievement ol Swaraj 
itself For we want Swaraj first in flu* Public Service t'ommission Hie 
same Swaraj that we have got so tai as i he High Court is concerned, the 
same independence ami integrity th.it we have so hit as the post ol Auditor 
(ieiieral is collect tied.—the same mtegntv, the same independence, the 
same status and the same position should he accorded t<» the Member* ot 
the Public Service Commission Cnless that position is accorded, if 
would haul.—and 1 d<* not cast .my reflection at piesent on a single Mem¬ 
ber of the Public Sen ici Commission—to jobbery. It will detract Irmn 
the purpose for which ttit Public Snviee C< mmissioii ix appointed 'That, 
purpose is nothing loss and nothing else than purity in filling |ohs Sir. *n 
tliis unfortunate countrv then* lias been such a thing as nuking iiH*n 
gcj jobs not. because they arc necessarily qualified hut because of other 
considerations Tf those other considerations were not in exist me. mv 
friend Mr. Vamin Khan would not have stood up and pressed for hu own 
communal privileges, for after the position that was eonei ded by fTiTs 
House last year, here af am rate 1 am not going to rake uj> my exception 
to it. Then then* is my friend, Colonel Oidncv. \vh<> time and again says 
that, his community docs not find so much favour as it used to do. It is 
good that his community does not find so much favour as it used to do, 
because the Public Service Commission has been appointed Sir, Swaraj 
is coming to this countrv. "Federalism is on the horizon, and I would ask 
the Government to tell me straightaway that fln*\ will communicate with 
the Secretary of State and give the Public Service Commission flu* s.me 
position as the Public Service Commissions in the Colonics. It Giould 
not he tied to the apron strings of the Secretarv of State for India. Mv 
friend Sir TTnri Singh Oour said in his speech the other dav that we want 
an immediate advance in the direction of rosponsihilif v. The same e mid 
ho said with even more correctness about the Public Service Commission 
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We want an immediate acceptance of the position of absolute and unmiti¬ 
gated independence for the Public Service Commission Mr Thumpan 
has spoken with his usual ability and clearness. He is a great public 
man, was a newspaper proprietor in Madras when 1 was a humble sub in 
his own newspaper With his large public experience, and with his great 
career m the public life of Madras and his work on the Provincial Council 
of which Members arc not aware, he was looking forward to giving this 
lead If his health had permitted him, he would have put his case even 
more strongl\ than he did, because lie has accumulated information on 
this subject Government must make up their mind here and now that 
thev will communicate to the Secretar\ of State all the points that; 
Mr Thampan \,n< placed before them. Vnotln r point in this connection 
is that (io\ernment linsf decide that no Member «*1 the Public Service 
Commission will be eligible for anv higher job. 

Sard&r Harbans Singh Brar: Or am lower job 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: M\ tnend. with his usual sense of humour, 
thinks that men will piefei e\en lower jobs to miemplov mmif Yes ihev 
should not. he given a higher job or a lower p'h Alter their service, they 
must he banished into the wilderness of pension and unless that is agreed to, 
the Commission will not he independent. Thev will Meld to tin pressure of 
— I do not o! the (io\eminent in ii IhhIx nor individual high >thcers of 
Gov eminent. but then own ambitions for once \ou place before the 
Public Service fmmm^ion higher ambition \on will impair their effi- 
cienev. an rfVicienex melnd*^ not onh the term mtegntv but also the term 
independence \\ 1 1 \ do the Government not give the Auditor (hueral any 
other job* 1 W’ii\ do t lu* \ ret in* lnm 1 The same consideration must prevail in 
regard to the Public Service ('.unini^ion Sir, a 'Retrenchment. Committee 
which is performing its job with its usual, what \ niav call, leisured /cal, a 
Committer which carried on its work right through H or 0 months, as :f an 
immediate production of a complete report was nut a valuable ’ling, a 
Retrenchment Committee wIiin* members havi drawn allow,nice* which 
do no reflect credit allowances of over Rs 2 000 should hide its btad in 
shame because .t has cast a reflection on this side of the House ilmt we 
fellows, who go io retrench, raise a discussion that flare mid ho 
retrenchment for tie- Retrenchment Committee The Refivnetuncnt 
Committee should hide its face in shame as contrasted with the work 
which the TToja Committee executed in England Thev finallv mom- 
mended that there should be three Members of the Public Service Com¬ 
mission. n v'Tv good recommendation, an excellent recommendation, a 
result which could have been accomplished in one week To achieve this 
recommendation thev have taken such a large spare of time, only 
because its leadership its Chairmanship is afflicted with that senility 
which is not the proper phase for Chairmanship of a Committee which 
-houid execute its work onlv because its Chairman has lost- his admirable 
Vigour which we expected of him, onlv because of what the Retrenchment. 
Committee has n< last stated, wh.it after all I could have stated in one 
week, what mv Honourable friend, Mr. Chetty, could have stated, what 
’ii\ Honourable friend, Mr. Neogy, could have stated, or my Honourable 
friend, Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh, if he was a member (Laughter) could have 
stated After so much labour \rm want to do that much. Sir, the work 
of tHis, inglorious Committee is belated Mv surprise is tliaf these gentle¬ 
men have been afflicted with the double dose of mndcratism. (Mr. B Das: 
“My Commit fee has not vet reported why do von singularne?”) T am at 
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present concerned with Sir Abdur Rahim's Committee. Sir, Mr. B. Das 
says that liis Committee lias not. \et concluded its work. Sir, my 
Honourable friend, Mr. B. Das, has not jet had the advantage and 
honour ot Inning been an Executive Councillor such as my friend. 
Sir Abdur Rulnm, lias had. (Laughter) Sir, this Retrenchment 
Committee has insulted the mtelhgenee of the House b\ saving 
that there should he a bod\ of three Public Sen lee Commissioners. Win 
should there be three Commissioners is what I cannot understand. Sir, 
1 think one man ought to have been quite enough, hut it there is a 
communal issue, then have one Hindu and one .Muhammadan, bee nise 
the Pubhe Ser\ice Commission is onh ,m ad\isor\ both Wh\ have an 
Englishman on that Commission? Not that 1 am against Enghshnieii 
but J would retrench all Englishmen on that Commission hecauv their 
ret ommeiidat ion after all goes up before anothei bod\ Let there he onh 
one Hindu and one Mussulman. whomsotMT \mi like, let them he the worst 
of cominunahsts the host of nationalists, I do n»>t rare, let them bei 
mt'ii drawn from the public son ice ot the couni n. hut 1 si\ there should 
be onh two. and not three as recommended h\ thiv wretched Retrenrh- 
nient Committee ol winch Sir Abdur Rahim is the head, who, licking the 
boots of a foreign Government, savs that hen* should hi* three men.--- 
one Hindu, one Mussulman and one Englishman- otherwise, where do the 
three come in 4 ’ Now that is exaeth what 1 want to know* (Sardar 
Harlans Sniffh Brar * “W’hat about the nnnorMies‘’"i M\ Honourable 
friend. Sardar Harbans Singh Brar. asks. “What about the minorities”° 
If onh \ou think of the minorities they are. Sir a legion in this 
land Sir Lord Birkenhead once said that so far as India was 
concerned, her future was on the knees ot the gods and the 
gods were legion m that countr\ Sir I relute that proposition 
of Lord Birkenhead, for unit\ in diversit\ underlies our religion Then 
is one godhead behind so mam- gods, hut unfr rtunaleh 1 am not in u 
position to s.r\ \et about the minorities that there is that underline unitv 
among them, hut if then* are minorities, then tin* proper thing would he to 
out down the salarv of everv Member of the Public Sen ice Conimissiuii 
to Rs 500 a month and give lm inend. Sardar TTarhatis Singh Brar’s com¬ 
munity representation on the Commission Sir. that salnn is what 
Mahatma Gandhi recommended, and belt* is a Committee presided over hv 
Sir Abdur "Rahim—-whose* record is o\er there in the Bengal Council, his 
record of how he crossed the T’s and dotted the Is of his Government alike, 
in regard to repression and oppression-—and this Retrenchment Commitfe'* 
wants to oppress us with a load of salary to which w'* are not agreeable. 

T stand Sir, in the same position, so far as the salaries of the Public 
Service Commissioners are concerned 7 take mv stand on the same 
ground as Mahatma Gandhi Why did not this Retrenchment Committee, 
if it was an honest body and not a mealv-moufhod flatterer of Govern¬ 
ment. if it was n roalh honest body .... 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim BahimtoolnV- H that is 
Hie Honourable Member’s view', be eould have moved an amendment to 
the grant for the Public Service Commission bv reducing it to a figure 
which would be sufficient for employing a smaller number of Members 
on a monthly pnv of Pis 500 eaeb. It was perfeeflv open to him. instead of 
indulging in this sort of criticism, to put constructive work before the 
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Assembly and to say that he wants to go much beyond what the Betrench- 
ment Committee has recommended. 

t 

Mr . 0. 8. Banga Iyer: Thank you, Sir. I always value your sugges¬ 
tion as you yourself know: and if I did not put forward a constructive 
suggestion, it is because my purpose is frankly destructive. I do not 
want to give them one single penny; I want to refuse them the entire sup¬ 
plies . 

Mr. President : Certainly you can if you like to oppose the motion. 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer: Sir, 1 do oppose the whole motion, but I want 
to do that in such a manner that my reasons may be known to all. 1 am 
refuting the reasons given by the Honourable gentleman of the Indepen¬ 
dent Party, who has run away from the debate after producing his report I 
I am opposing the recommendations of a gentleman who wants bo give 
fat salaries to the Public Service Commissioners which my poor country 
cannot afford I hope T have your authority and vour permission to make 
that suggestion with the same kindness and courtcb\ which you have 
always shown when the refusal of supplies is raised 1 am sorry I could 
not- raise more* refusals of supplies on this occasion, hut I hope when the 
occasion comes in future, then though it may be that T would draw the 
fires of both sides, as rny record during some past years would show, 

I shall not hesitate to stand and perform my duty alone and solitary, 

ploughing the lonely furrow on the floor of this House (Hear, hear.) 
Sir. T have never b«vn afraid of that position I stand before an audience 
much greater, much mightier than the puny audience T am addressing 
today My words. Sir, ."re being heard in the gallery, but they are also 

being overboard out m the country * and Sir, a man who has not yet 

become ver\ old (Hear, hear) one on whom the chilling penumbra of 
old age and second childhood 1m* not. begun to set, T have to look a 
little wider than the elderlv gentleman sitting on that side of the House* 
Sir, T value the freedom that my party has given to me on this occasion, 
because those tilings had not been made party questions: otherwise I 
should have bowed to their verdict and observed a vow of silence Sir, 
so loner ns T am in the trammels of office and pnrtv bondage T cannot 
function fully ; but so much for that. 

Now l did not give a token cut, because I do not belitve in token 
cuts when 1 hu\o reason to oppose a motion completely. That, is why 
I did not make a constructive suggestion Sir. you cannot construct 
unless you are prepared to destroy Supposing I want to build a big 
palace where you are sitting. T have to pull down vour seat. Sir, before 
T build a palace there. Now supposing T want to reorganize the Public 
Service Commission, T have first- to tear it from its foundations, and 
reduce the Commissioners’ salaries and that is whaf my Honourable friend, 
Mr. Thampan, said when lie was talking about the policy. Why should 
we be dictated to from Wlnteball? Why should we play the part of a 
gramophone reproducing the orders of Whitehall? So far as the Public 
Service Commission is concerned, why should there not be men on it like 
my esteemed friend. Sir ITari Singh Gour—a distinguished man. with a 
legal and judicial intellect,—because that is the position of a Judge? A 
man who has been able to handle cases so skilfully all his life as Sir 
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Hari Singh has handled cases, a legal author, a man who can weigh the 
pros and cons of things, a man wlio can give impartial justice, Sir, 
such a man should have been on the Commission! Here is a man, a 
sedate man, who has not yet had opportunities of being on ail} of these 
Commissions! (Loud Laughter.) Sir, ho would not have cared for a 
salary. Money is no consideration to him. (Laughter.) lie sa}s he is 
fabulously wealth}, but the honour of being Chairman of the Public Service 
Commission he would not. I dare sax, have declined, if he was freed from 
the trammels of Whitehall. Would he have declined its. 500 if Mahatma 
Gandhi had imposed it upon him, and the position was a judicial position 
of honour? (An Honourable Member- “Would ni} Honourable friend, Sir 
Han Singh Gour. lurve accepted Its f>00 ,, “) Von do not know m\ Honour¬ 
able friend so well as I do (Laughter)—Sir, he would. Mono} has not 
been any consideration with him. For that matter, ha\e not- our great 
public men like Mahatma Gandhi, or for that matter that great, leader, 
Pandit Mudan Mohan Mulaviva. spurred “tilth} lucre” for sen ice? P>ut, 
I am talking of a Jawxor, a competent laxxxer. an eminent jurist It is 
a place for an emiuent jurist arid if is not a pUuv for men who are m 
Government son ice or lam- retired from Government semee The 
salary of the Members of tlit Public Service Commission should be 
reduced. Sir, suppos.ng, for instance. }ou retire from the position ,>1 the 
Presidentship of the Assembly some da\ when w»u choose 1<» retile, for 
we want you Imie as long a* God can span* xmi m that s, it t lo*ii that 
will fu a position for }ou You will lmt care for sal.in You will care 
then to serve the eause lea* whieh jmir whole life has been devoted and 
you will then he able to say that for IN “itMl an Indian can serve on 
the Public Servica Commission and through that Puhlie S, »*x !■•»• (\ imnii^ii m 
create such a pm*'t v m jmblie service tli it il would in tl. id* il thin' f- -v 
which all of us linv«‘ been .ispinnr 

Sir, now* I wish to quote to }ou from A L Iv-ith a- to what 
is happening in the Colonic 4 - tlnb-’Tiipt on I mm Mr <; o.i Pi.t-ad Singh j 
My friend, Mr Ga\ a Prasad Smith, sax- lhal on!\ loui minute?. are hit 
and T should look sharp Tin iefnrc I mu-l look -liaip, I how to Ins 
suggestion fiom behind I Imp, il vv I! x«r\ soon be from m trout. Put, 

Sir, I imd the quotation is long* md i lie re fori ■ I slid) not quote it I ,ee 

\en gr iteful all the same to mv TTniiourabh friend. Mr Thamp.m lor 
having placed thi- quotation at mv disposal and sixer:. I other ipi.-i ai ions 
For instance lie gaxe me tla uuotation that a Public Service Commissioner 
could be removed onl\ by ari address of bolli Houses (<t Parliament 
That is wluit* is happening in the Commonwealth of Australia with better 
models than those of Canada to follow Wh\ should such a thing not 
liappen here 0 Why should the Seeretarx of State Sir Samuel IToare, 
like his predecessor Mr Wedgv ood Perm, dictate t,, us about the Public 
Service Commission from Whitehall 0 I would ask Government to tell 
me all about it. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra (Chittagong and Rnjshahi Divisions: Non-Muhammadan 
‘Rural): Sir, T do not know whether the Honourable gentleman who spoke 
last supported or opposed the motion of mv friend Mr. TJmmpan TTe 
* gave an economy cut as we suggested to retrench the number of the 
Commissioners by two. Out of five Members we wanted to hn\.- only 
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three. The position was that one man should represent the services, 
another should represent the Hindus, and the third should represent the 
minorities, including the Mussalmans. I do not care to follow my friend 
Mr. Kanga Iyer in his vituperations against Party leaders. It is not 
possible that a sane man should go after a mad dog. If a mad dog 
bites at random everybody that passes on a road, then pa^sers-bv should 
not be expected to bite the dog (Laughter ) All that tin* people may 
be expected to do is to save themselves and to go to a safer place. Now, 
it seems that without any rhyme or reason he abuses all people of import¬ 
ance. His leader may think himself flattered today by his eulogy, but 
he was rebuking his leader the other dav, no less than lie is Sir Abdur 
liihim, lodav .... 


Sir Hari Singh Gour: 1 wi*h to say that I am thoroughly ashamed 
of it myself. 


Mr. S. C. Mitra: As regard* the mam point, I would like to repeat 
that- the- intention of the General Purpose* ( oinmittee \\a* that three 
men were sufficient and they are able to represent all the parties. At 
present out- of these five Member*, three are Europeans, and oven if the 
two Indian Members unite they are m a permanent minontv and helpless 
to protect -Indian interests Tho\ can never out-vote the block majority 
v>tes cf the- Europeans So, let it he on a fair basis Let there 
he one ivntleinan who ha* experience of the services, the other man 
rep!e*riiti!i" tin* Hindu* and tlu* third representing the minoriiies This 
\\j* lilt* viewpoint from which we Murue-tid a reduction and T find that 
im friend Mr Tliampan. has also supported it from that standpoint alone. 
Government, on the other hand, contend that thev require more than 
timer men Tint the reply i* that in the self-governing Dominions there 
are not ev< 11 llnve, in *om.* cases thcr** is only on** 

(It beim: Eire of the Clock Mr President put the motion ) 


Mr. President: Tie* (iiiesti.Pi L 

“Th.it the Demand under the head ‘ Public Servile (‘oinim-'-inr 1 If to. wen i \ 

Ks l.LWioo.” 


Tin* Assembly divided * 


wr.s—- 2 ? 


Aggarwal, Mr lagan Xath 
Bhupuf Sine:. Mr 
1 ):is. Mi I 1 . 

1 Met M r N nm V it l> 

Gour, Sir TTari Singh, 
ftnnjnl, Mr. X R 
Han Raj Swnrup, T.ala 
Jha. Pandit Ram Krishna 
Jog, Mr S. G. 

Joshi, Mr N M. 

Kvaw Myint. IT. 

Liladhar Chaudhury, Seth 


Xongv, Mr K C 

Ranga Tver Mr C S 

Reddi, Mr T X Ramakrishna 

Sant Smch. Sardar 

Sarda. Dnvan Bahadur HarbiL*. 

Scott. Mr J. Ramsay. 

Son. Mr S C 
Son. P.irnlu Satyendra Xath 
Snigh M»- (lava Prasad 
Svkes, Mr E. P. 

Thampan, Mr. K. P 
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Acott, Mr. A. S. V. 

Ahmad Nawaz Khan, Major Nawab. 
Allah Baksh Khan Tiwana, Khan 
Bahadur Malik. 

Allison, Mr. F. W. 

Anklcsaria, Mr. N. N. 

Azizuddin Ahmad Bilgrami, Qazi. 
Bajpai, Mr. R. S. 

Banerji, Mr. Rajnarayan. 

Bhore, The Honourable Sir Joseph. 
Brown, Mr. R. R. 

Clow, Mr. A. G. 

Cocke, Sir Hugh. 

Cosgrave, Mr. W. A. 

Crerar, The Honourable Sir James. 
Dalai. Dr. R D. 

DeSouza, Dr F X 
Dudhoriu, Mr. 'N.ibakumar Smc 
Fox. Mr 11 B 
French, Mr. J. C. 

Gidney, Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry. 
Graham, Sir Lancelot. 

Gwynne, Mr. C. W 
Healhcote, Mr. L V. 

Howell, Sir Evelyn 
Ishwarsmgtji, Nawab Naharsmgji 
Ismail All Khan, Knnwar Hajeo 
Jawahar Singh, Sardar Bahadur 
Sardar. 

The motion was negatived. 


Lai Chand, Hony. Captain Rao Baha¬ 
dur Chaudhri. 

Macqueen, Mr. P. 

Moore, Mr. Arthur. 

Morgan, Mr. G. 

Mujumdar, Sardar G. N. 

Mukherjpe, Rai Bahadur S. C 
Nixon, Mr. J. C. 

Noyce, Sir B'rank. 

Pandit, Rao Bahadur S. R. 

Rafiuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Rainy, The Honourable Sir George 
Rajah, Rao Bahadur M. C. 

Rama Rao, Diwan Bahadur U. 

Rau, Mr. P R. 

Ryan, Mr. T. 

! Sahi, Mr. Ram Prashad Narayan. 

i Schuster. The Honourable Sir George. 

Seaman, Mr. C. K. 

Shci Muhammad Khan Gakliar, 
Captain 

1 Studd, Mr E. 

Tait, Mr. John. 

| Wood, Sir Edgar 

Yamm Khan, Mr. Muhammad. 

' Young. Mr G. M. 


Mr. President: The question is: 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,33,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Coumil to I3fr.1v the charges which will come in eourso of payment during the year ending 
the 31sfc day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Public Service Commission 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 84—Legislative Department. 

Mr. President : The question is: 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 2,93,000 bo granted to the Govornor General in Conned 
to defray the charges, which will come in course of paymont, during the year ending the 
31st day of March, 1933, in rospect of ‘ Legislative Department V 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 35 — Department of Education. Health and Lands. 

Mr. President: rue question is: 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 5.25,000 bo granted to the Govornor General in 
Comml to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1933, in rospect of ‘ Department of Education, Health and 
Lands V* 

The motion was adopted. 
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Demand No. 36—Finance Department. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 9,32,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of 4 Finance Department V 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 38—Commerce Department. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

14 That a sum not exceeding Rs. 3,39,000 bo granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year ending 
the 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of 4 Commerce Department V* 

The motion was adopted 


Demand No 39 —Army Department. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

44 That a sum not exceeding Rs. 4,54,000 bo granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray tho charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year ending 
the 31st day of March, 1933, m respect of 4 Army Department 

The motion was adopted 

Demand No 40 —Department of Industries and Labour 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 4,42,000 be granted to tho Governor General in 
Council to defray tho charges, which will come m courso of payment, during the year 
ending tho 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of 4 Department of Industries and Labour V T 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 41—Central Board of Revenue. 

Mr. President : The question is: 

“ That a suin not exceeding Rs. 1,45,000 bo granted to the Governor General in Council 
to defray tho charges, which will como in course of payment, during tho year ending the 
31st day of March, 1933, in respect of 4 Central Board of Revenue V* 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 42—Payments to Provincial Governments on Account of 
Administration of Agency Subjects. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

44 That a sum not exceeding Rs. 2,44,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year ending 
the 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of 4 Payments to Provincial Governments on 
account of Administration of Agency subjects V* 

The motion was adopted. 
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Demand No. 43 —Audit. 

Mr. President : The question is: 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 85.46,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, which will come in courso of payment, during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Audit V’ 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No 14—Administration op Justice. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 50.000 be grantod to the Governor General in Council 
to defray the ohargos, which will come in courso of payment, during the year ending the 
31st day of March. 1933, in respect of ‘ Administration of Justico V 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 45—Police. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,83.000 be granted to the Governor General in Council 
to defray tho charges, which will come m course of payment, during the year ending the 
31st day of March, 1933, m respect of * Police V’ 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 46 —Ports and Pilotage. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That a Rum not exceeding Rs. 10,54,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray tho charges, which will come m course of payment, during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of * Ports and Pilotage 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 47— Lighthouses and Lightships. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 11,43,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, which will come in courso of payment, during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Lighthouses and Lightships V* 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 48—Survey op India. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

" That a sum not oxcooding Rs. 14,79,000 be grantod to the Governor General in 
Council to defray tho charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1933, in respoct of ‘ Survey of India 

The motion was adopted. 



THE GENERAL BUDGET—LIST OP DEMANDS. 


2337 


Demand No. 49 —Meteorology. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That. a sum not exceeding Rs. 15,26,000 bo granted to the Governor General in 
Council to dofray tho charges, which will eorno in course ot payment, during the year 
ending tho 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Meteorology Y* 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No f>0 —Geological Sum ey. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,56,000 be granted in the Governor General in 
Council to dofray the charges, which will come in course oi payment, during the jear 
ending the 31st day of March. 1933, in respect of ‘ Geological Suivey 

Tho motion was adopted. 


Demand No 51—Botanical Survey. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,35,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray tho churgos, which will come in course of payment, during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1933, in rc?spect of ‘ Botanical Survey Y' 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 52—Zoological Survey. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That, a sum not exceeding Rs. 81,000 be granted to the Governor General in Council 
to defray the charges, which will come m course of payment, during the jear ending the 
31st day of March, 1933, in respect of * Zoological Survey Y* 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 53—Archeology. 

Mr. President: The question is: ^ 

“ That a sum notexceoding Ra. 8,86,000 be granted to the Governor General in Counci 
to defray the charges, which will come m course of payment, during the >ear ending the 
31st day of March, 1933, in respect of 4 Archaeology Y’ 

Tho motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 54—Mines. 

Mr. President : The question is: 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,16,000 be granted to the Governor General in Council 
to dofray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year ending the 
31st day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Minos \” 

The motion was adopted. 
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Demand No. 55—Other Scientific Departments. 

Mr. President : The question is: 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 2,68,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, which willcomtin course of payment, during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Other Scientific Departments V* 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 56—Education. 

Mr. President : The question is: 

“That- a sum not exceeding Rs. 11,84,000 bo granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the j ear ending 
the 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Education 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No 57—Medical Services 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 6.13,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Medical Serwccn .** 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 58—Public Health. 

Mr. President: The question is* 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 6,69,000 bo granted to the Co\ ernor General in Council 
to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year ending the 
31st day of March, 1933, in respect of 4 Public Health 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 59—Agriculture. 

Mr. President : The question is: 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 9,49,000 be granted to the Governor Coneral in 
Council to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of * Agriculture V* 

The motion *was adopted. 

Demand No. 60—Imperial Council of Agricultural Research 

Department. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,42,000 be granted to the Govern or General in Council 
to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year ending the 
31st day of March, 1933, in respect of 1 Imperial Council of Agricultural Research Depart¬ 
ment V 

The motion was adopted. 
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Demand No. 61 —Civil Veterinary Servioes. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

•* That a sum not exceeding Rs. 6,02,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Civil Veterinary Services*.” 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 62—Industries. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

4 ‘ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,48,000 be granted to the Governor General in Council 
to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year ending the 
31st day of March, 1933, in respect of * Industries 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 63 —Aviation. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 8,72,000 be granted to the Governor General in Council 
to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year ending the 
31st day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Aviation 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 64— Commercial Intelligence and Statistics. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 2,60,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during t he yea rending 
the 31st day of March, 1933, m respect of ' Commercial Intelligence and Statistics V 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No 65— Census. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 5,79,000 bo granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, which will como in course of payment, during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1933, in respoct of ' Census *.'* 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 66—Emigration—Internal. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

** That a sum not exceeding Rs. 23,000 be granted to the Governor General in Council 
to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year ending the 
31st day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Emigration—Internal V* 

The motion was adopted. 
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Demand No. 67—Emigration—External. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“Thifc a sum not- exceeding Rg. 1,09,000 bo granted to the Governor Goneral in 
Council t-o defray the charges, v <} v ««i ■ ourse of payment, during the year end¬ 
ing the .list day of March, 1933, in respect of 4 Emigration—External V* 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No 68—Joint Stock Companies. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That- a sura not oxceoding R«. 1,14,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Counoil to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the 3 ear ending 
the 31st day of March, 1933, m respect of ‘ Joint Stock Companies V’ 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No 09—Miscellaneous Departments 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 4,40,000 be granted to the Governor Goneral in Council 
i o defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year ending the 
31st day of March, 1933, m respect of ‘ Miscellaneous Departments V 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No 70—Indian Stores Department. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That a sum not- exceeding Ra. 4,01,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year ending 
the 31st day of March, 1933, in rospoct of * Indian Stores Department V* 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 71—Currency. 

Mr, President: The question is: 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 45,32,000 be granted to the Governor General m 
Council to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the 3 tar end¬ 
ing the 3lRt day of March, 1933, in respect of * Currency 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 72 —Mint. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That a sum not exceeding Ra. 21,60,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the 3 ear 
ending the 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of * MintV* 

The motion was adopted. 
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Demand No. 73 —Civil Works. 

Mr. President : The question is: 

“ That, a sum not exceeding Rs. 1 . 82 , 15,000 bo granted to tho Govornor General in 
Council to dofray tho chargos, which will come in course of payment, during the yea? 
ending the 31st day of March, 1933, m respect of ‘ Civil Works V* 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 74 —Superannuation Allowances and Pensions. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 58,30,000 bo granted to tho Govornor General in 
Council to defray tho charges, which will come m course of payment, during the 
year ending tho 31st da> of March, 1933, in respect of 4 Superannuation Allowances 
and Pensions 

The motion was adopted 

Demand No 75 —Stationery and Printing. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That a sum not excoeduig Rs. 39,40,000 be granted to tho Governor General io 
Council to dofray the charges, which will corno in course of payment, during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Stationery and Printing’.’* 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 76 —Miscellaneous. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That a Bum not exceeding Rs. 10,12,000 be granted to tho Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, w Inch will come in course of payment, during the year 
ending tho 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of * Miscellaneous 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No 70- A —Expenditure on Retrenched Personnel charged to 

Revenue. 


Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 19,25,000 ho granted to tho Governor General in Council 
to defray tho charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year ending the 
31st day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘Expenditure on retrenched personnel charged to 
Revenue 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 77 —Refunds. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 84,12,000 be granted to the Governor General 
in Council to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the 
year ending the 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Refunds’.” 

The motion was adopted. 
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Demand No. 78—North-West Frontier Province. 


Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,00,18,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1933, in respoct of • North-West Frontier Province *.” 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 79—Baluchistan. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That a sum not excoodmg lis. 37,00,000 be granted to the G overn or General in 
Council to dofray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1933, in respoct of ‘ Baluchistan 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 81)— Delhi. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 44,32,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1933, in respoct of 4 Delhi V’ 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 81— Ajmer-Merwara. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That a sum not oxcoeding Rs. 13,53,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year end¬ 
ing the 31st day of March, 1933, in respoct of ‘ Ajmer-Merwara’.’* 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 82—Andamans and Nicobar Islands. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That a surn not oxcoeding Rs. 31,49,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Andamans and Nicobar Islands 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 83 — Rajputana. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 4,19,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1933, in reBpect of * Rajputana V 

The motion was adopted. 
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Demand No. 84 —Central India. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“Tint a sun hjL oxceeding Rs. 3,88,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to l>fray t!u ah irgo*, which will come in course of payment, during the year 
ending fc‘i > 31st <l*y of March, 1933, in respect of 1 Central India V* 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 85 —Hyderabad. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 2,71,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray tho charges, which will come in course of paj mcnt, during the year end¬ 
ing the 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Hyderabad 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 85-A —Aden. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That a sum not exceeding Ks. 4,17,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, which will come m course of payment, during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1933, m respect of ‘ Aden 

The motion was adopted. 

Dkm \np No 8(>—Expenditure in England'—Secretary of State. 

Mr. President: The question is- 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 19,16,000 bo granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray tho charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of 1 Expenditure in England— Secretary of 
State for India V’ 

The motion was adopted 

Demand No. 87—Expenditure in England—High Commissioner tor 

India. 


Mr. President: The question is- 

“That a sum not exceeding Rx 23,33,000 be granted to tho Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, which will como in course of payment, during tho year 
ending tho Slst day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘Expenditure in England—High 
Commissioner for India 

The motion was adopted 

Demand No. 88—Capital Outlay on Security Printing. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 4,000 be granted to the Governor General in Council 
to defray the charges, which will oomo in course of payment, during the yoar ending the 
31st day of March, 1933, in respect of * Capital Outlay on Security Printing *.*' 

The motion was adopted. 


v 
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Demand No. 89 —Forest Capital Outlay. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,000 bo granted to the Govornor Genoral in Council 
to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the yeur ending the 
:31st day of March, 1033, in respect of ‘ Forest Capital Outlay V* 

The motion was adopted. 


1)i:m\nd No 90 — Irrigation. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,000 bo grantod to the Governor Genoral in Council 
to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, duringthoyear ending the 
31st day of March, 1033, in respect oi 4 Irrigation'.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 91—Indian Posts and Telegraphs. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs 23,13,000 bo granted to tho Governor General in 
Council to defray tho charges, which will come in course of payment, during tin* year 
ending the 31st day oi Mareii. 1033, in respect oi ‘ indiuii l’o&ts and Telcgiuphs 

The mptiuii was adopted 


Dem \m> No 9:»- t'APirvr. (>iti.a\ on truuuNti Note Press. 

Mr. President: Tim question i* 

“ That u sum not exceeding Ks 1.4MK* be granted t otic* Goxornor General m Council 
to del ray the 'barges, whu li w.lh mne mi ouise ot pay incut, during the your ending the 
31st d ly ot March. 1033, m iv^poc i ol * Capital Outlay on Currency Note Press 

The motion was adopted 


DeM\M> No 91— t’AI'JTM. ON VlZAGAPATAM HaRIJOUR. 

Mr. President: Tin* question is: 

“That a sum not exceeding .*>r»,52,U00 be*grantc*d to tho Governor General in 
Council to defray tho charges, whu h will come in i oiiim* oi payment. dining the year 
ending tho 31st day oi Muich. 1933, m respett of * Capitnl Outlay on Yuiigaputam 
Harbour’.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No 95 —Capital Outlay on Lighthouses and Lightships. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That a aura not exceeding Ra. 1,000 be granted to the Governor Goneral in Council 
to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, dining the year ending tho 
3l8tday of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Capital Outlay on Lighthouses and Lightships V’ 

The motion was adopted. 
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Demand No. 96 —Commuted Value of Pensions. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That a uum no! exceeding Jin. 31,28,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Conned to defray the charges, winch will come m course of jayn cnt, timing thf year 
ending tlio 31st day of March, 1033, in respect of * Commuted Value of Tensions 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand N<». 96-A—Expenditure on retrenched personnel charged to 

CAPITAL. 

Mr. President: 'The question is: 

“ That a sum not exceeding Its. 23,00,000 be planted to the Gown.or Cci < ltd in 
Council to defray t Recharges, whn h v\ ill« orneinr our he oj j *.\ n t nt < « i t y 11 ey tt i ti c! r g 
the 31st day of March, 1933, in respect ot ‘ Expenditure on retrenched jersor r.eJ c} urged 
to Cup it al 

The motion was adopted 

Demand No. 9H—Interest-free Advances 

Mr. President: 'Jin* question is: 

That a sum not exceeding Rh 00,31,000 be granted to the Gowinoi Ccr.cia) m 
Councd to cWiay tho oimigcs. whu h will conn* ,n » nin«-< o! j«\ii (nt. <ii i i j_'11 « ytpr 
ending the 31st day ol March, 1933, in respe* t ot * Interest- f icr Advance.* \ 

Tin- motion w us adopt« d 

I)em\.vd No 99- —L«»vn^ and Ad\\\ci:> nrvRiNG Interest. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That a sum not evrerdimr Hs 12.71,31 .duo be in anted t o the C<»\ i rnor Gcncinl in 
Council t o i let ray the < harge-.. w l.n li will i nine in i niiin of jiarut. doing 11 c y ear 
ending the 31st day of Murr h, 1 ( «33, m ^espei i of Loan- and Ad vane < * hearing mu re«-t 

The motion was adopted 

Tim \sst mid\ then .uIjo'M'Ht d *'!I Ef-'ou • *f the Dlo'-V ,-.n \Vedu**sdiu f 
the ‘Jdrd March VX\2 
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LEGISLATJ V E ASSE MBLY. 

Wednesday , 23rd March , 1932 . 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House 
at Eleven of the Clock, Mr President in the Chair. 


MEMBERS SWORN: 


Mr 1 11 r|.*i Shankar Bapaii C I E , 0 15 E , M L A (Ciovernment uf 
India Nominated Official). and 

Mr f rin Tut, M LA ((iovernment of India Nominated Official) 


QUESTIONS AN1) ANSWERS 

Amount of Coxtriiu tions from different Nations to the League 

of N vrioN.s 

802. *Mr. K. P. Thampan: Will Government be pleased to state 

(a) the total amount contributed by India to the League of Nations 

every year ever since its inception; 

( b) the amount contributed by Great Britain and the several British 

Dominions; 

(c) w hat the principle is on which these contributions are made; 

whether it is on the basis of population or total revenue of 

the respective countries; 

(d) what was the amount contributed by China, Japan, France 

and Germany during the last thr*v years■' 

Sir Lancelot Graham: (a), (/>) and (d I A statement is laid un the 
table 

(<*) On the basw explained in the Report of the 4th Committee to the 
6th Assembly of the League which the Honourable Member will find m 
Appendix II. Annex XIII to the Final Report of the Delegates of India 
to that Assembly 


Statement showing amount* of India'* contnlvtn n to thi Leagm of Xntv ns 


1021-22 




In pounds 
(ster’ing) 

. 54-016 

1022-23 

. 



. 43-748 

1023-24 




. 77•700 

1924-23 

. 



70•526 

1025-26 




. 53-288 

1026-27 




. 54-415 

1927-28 




. 50-034 

1028-20 




. 51-415 

1920-30 




. 5H-710 

1980-31 




. 60-784 

1931-32 (Revised Estimate) 

. • 


. 

. 67•725 

1932-33 (Budget Estimate) 

. 

• 

. 

. 94-350 


( 2347 ) 
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Statement (2) showing the amounts in Gold Francs contributed by Great Britain and the 
several British Dominions for the years 1910—1932 and (3) China , Japan , France 
and Germany for the years 1929 , 1930 and 1931. 


Year. 


Country. 

Amount 
in Gold 
Franca. 

1932 . 

f South Africa 

1 Australia 

| (Irnit Britain 
New Zealand 

. 

181,417-81 

879,075-92 

1.143,353 • 80 
3,400,499 • 54 
329,158 90 

1931 . 

f South \fnca 
| Australia 
•Canada 
| (Siout Biitum 
^ New Zealand 


149.923 88 
SI0.980 80 
1.002,807 ■ 99 
3.225,042-12 
300,103 02 

1930 . 

f South Africa 

I Australia 
• Cam da 

| (heat Britain 
New Zealand 


103.598 90 
733.001 99 
951.770 51 
2.900,707 72 
275,279 71 

1929 . 

f South Afnca 

1 Australia 
• <( Canada 

! Great Bn (a in 
Now Zealand 


375.289* 11 
082 014 20 
888,720-17 
. 2,702,598 57 

. 250,400 50 

192 s . 

f South Atrita 

1 \iisirahn 
Canada 

| (iroat But a in 
l w New Zealand 


. 333,020 07 

01 1.775-74 
804,553-39 
. 2.480,530-50 

. 234,815 30 

1927 . 

f South Vtrica 
{ Australia 
• Canada 

! (iroat Britain 
New Zealand 


323,711 29 
. 590,928 09 

. 781.117 53 

. 2,417.128 95 

228.235*05 

3926 . 

f South Africa 
| Australia 
• ^ Canada 

I (iroat Britain 
Now Zealand 


307,085*91 
000,754-04 
. 850,533 79 

2.509,001*33 
244,723-93 

1925 . 

f South Africa 

1 Australia 
•Canada 

1 Croat Britain 

L Now Zealand 


303,499 54 
030,005-87 
848,105-00 
. 2,132.530-53 

212,333-03 

1924 . 

f South Africa 

1 Australia 
. Canada 
j Great Britain 

L New Zealand 

. 

373,931-91 
048,148-04 
872,507-79 
. 2,193,733-02 

. 249,287-94 

3923 . 

f South Africa 

1 Australia 

Canada 

| Groat Britain 
New Zealand 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

. 407,947-68 

. 707,109-31 

951,877-92 
. 2,583,668*64 

. 271,965*12 
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Amount 

Year. 




Country* 



in Cold 








Francs. 



r 

South Africa 




1,011,335 




Australia 




1.011,335 

1922 . 



Canada 




1.011,335 




( Ircafr Britain 




1.011,335 



L 

Now Zealand 




121,300 


r 

South Yfrica 




1,041,666 




Australia 




1,041,660 

1921 . 



Canada 




1.041.* 00 




Cieat Brit mn 




1,011,000 


i 

New Zealand 




12.5,000 


r 

South Africa 




.523,000 



i 

Australia 




523,000 

1920 . 

• 


( aimdn 




523,000 




Cieat Britain 




523.000 



l 

New Zealand 




02.700 



f 

South Alriea 




293.015 



1 

A list i hIui 




293.015 

1919 . 


( auuda 




293,61.5 



1 

(iie.it Britain 




293.615 



\ 

New Zealand 




35.232 


Year. 


1931 . 


1030 . 


1020 . 


f china . 

I Japan . 
j Kirtme. 

L Germany 

f (.'lima . 

. Japan . 

\ Franee. 

^ Cormany 

f Chum . 
j Japan . 

] l-’iaiuo.* 
^ Cm many 


418,301 57 
2,471,087-93 

1.200,7118-23 

1,043,078-37 

2,174,383-0.5 

2,227,110-01 

1,200,081 -33 
1 .,530.738 00 
2,02.5,284-08 
2,078,011-34 


Statement (3) ( hina, Jnjjin, France and Germany. 

Amount 

Country. cold 

1 - ratios. 

1.438.801-32 
1,820.278 00 


Mr. K. P. Thampan: M.t\ 1 Know* whether India has domed any 
specific benefit b\ being a member ot the League of Nations? 

Sir Lancelot Graham: 1 should imagine that India has derived the 
Leuelit which the rest ol the world has derived from the League of Nations. 


Mr. K. P. Thampan: In view of the fact that the authority of the 
League (’ouncil has not been respected by Japan m regard to the 
Manchurian question, will the' Government of India consider the desir¬ 
ability of stopping their contribution to and withdrawing from the mem¬ 
bership of the League of Nations? 


Sir Lancelot Graham: Ma\ T know if that arises out of the question? 
Mr. President: I think it does. 

Sir Lancelot Graham: In that case I must reserve my answer. 

Sardar Sant Singh: May I know’ if India has ever voted independently 
of Great Britain in the League of Nations ? 

A 2 
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Sir Lancelot Graham: 1 would ask for notice of that question. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Will ^Government be pleased to consider as a 
measure oi retrenchment the reduction of India's contribution to this 
pleasant club called the League ot Nations ** 

Sir Lancelot Graham: The Honourable Member is asking the Govern¬ 
ment to consider w ha\ is quite impossible. \\ e have either got to remain 
in the League ot Nations or not * we cannot reduce oiu* subscription as 
we please. 


Mr. K. P. Thampan: Is it a tact that, constituted as fit present, India 
onh helps Great Britain to increase its number of votes m the League** 

Sir Lancelot Graham: (Vrfainh not 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: L it not .i fact that other countries have as n 
matte,- of retrenchment reduce*I their contributions 0 

Sir Lancelot Graham: It k cert a in I \ not m fact 

Hefundto Employees of the Posts v\i> Telegraphs Department 
of Deductions from their Salaries. 

803 Mr. Bhuput Sing (on behalf of Iku Bahadur Sukhraj Iiai) Have 
Government decided to refund with interest the amount to the employees 
of the Posts and Telegraphs Department, that is being deducted from their 
salaries, if the Department makes profit m future 0 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: No Sir 

Cuts rv Low Pays in the Local Governments and the Government 

of Tndt \ „ 

804 "Mr. Bhuput Sing (on behalf of Itai Hahadur Sukhraj Pai): Is it 
a fact that the cut in the Local Governments affects tlios* whose puv is 
al>ov<* fort\ while in the Imperial Government it affects even those whose 
wage is one rupee onh ° If so; uh\ is this differential treatmeiil 0 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: T presume the Honourable Member 
refers to the distinction which has been mad* between the two great com¬ 
mercial departments—that is the Pailwavs and the Posts and Telegraphs 
and the other Departments of the Central Government In the latter 
the cut was nt the uniform rate of 10 per cent., subject to the exemption 
of those drawing not more than T»s 40 a month Tn the Pailwa\s and 
the Posts and Telegraphs the rate is half an anna in the rupee up to 
*Rs. 30 n month, one anna in the rupee from Tts 30 to Ps 831, and 10 
per *-ent on pay in excess of that figure It was found impossible to 
effect the necessarv economies in the two commercial departments, if the 
limit of Ps. 40 a month was retained, owing to the fact that the wages 
hill of the lower paid employs is a vers large proportion of the total pnv 
of thr staff. 
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Cut in Pay of Telephone Operators. 

805. s: Mr. Bhuput Sing (on behalf of 11 ai Bahadur Sukbraj Rai): (a) 
Is it. a fact that Government have applied the cut scheme to the telephone 
operators, with a view to meet the loss incurred by the Postal and Tele¬ 
graph Branch ; Is it a fact that the telephone branch is not a losing 
concern ? 

(b) Will Go\eminent la' pleased to state whether the privileges that 
an enjoyed bv the Postal and Telegraph employees are equally enjoyed 
bv tlie telephone operators? If not, what is the reason for such differen¬ 
tial treatment? 

Mr. T. Ryan: (a) The emergency cut m salaries has been applied to 
Government servants in general and the question of the profit or loss 
of th«* Telephone Branch (though it is expected to work at a small profit 
in 103*2 331 does not arise in thi*- conn< xion 

(/)) If h\ privilege tin* Honourable Member means all conditions of 
MT\u*t' the reph U m the ueg.iti\e Conditions differ in different branches 
of tin service, .iccording to the nature of, and other circumstances eon- 
nected with tin* duties performed \nv scheme of complete uniformity 
would be \er\ extravagant 


Expenditure on the KuruEsiASTirAL Department. 

Sbti. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: (a) Is it a fact that about Rs. 3246 
lakhs is spent annually on the Ecclesiastical Department in India; and 
the w bob* <d it is non-\otcd, and charged to civil estimates 0 If so, why? 

(b) Is it a fact that the General Purposes Retrenchment Sub-Com¬ 
mittee unanimously recommended that “the maintenance of the eccle¬ 
siastical establishments by the Government of India is inconsistent with 
t he accepted and avowed policy of religious neutrality and non-discrimina¬ 
tion in favour of any creed”? 

(c) J)o Government p.‘o|k>se in pm a -top to this expcndiluvt *’ If not, 
why not 0 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: on The Ecclesiastical Budget esti¬ 
mates tor lU:»l-.‘»2. iiicludiUL' pmusion m the vamus Area Demands 
.imounted to Es .“rj* Id l.ikhs .iiid the revised estimates to Us 30’47 lakhs 
It has always been the practice to show the expenditure in question in 
the Civil estimates Ender section OTA (3i (v) of the Government of 
India Act. expenditure which is classified as Ecclesiastical is nor-voted. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) I would refer the Honourable Member to page 110 of the “Summary 
of tlu 1 Results of Retrenchment Operations in Civil Expenditure (including 
Posts and Telegraphs hut excluding Railway*! and in Military Estimates”, 
copies of which were supplied to Members of the House 

Mr. Lalch&nd Navalrai: Will the Honourable Member be pleased to 
state if the report of the Retrenchment Committee has been considered 
m this respect by the Government and what is the result of it? 
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The Honourable Sir George Raiqy: Certainly, the report was considered 
bv the Government and the result of that consideration was the statement 
to which I have referred, which has boeu placed in the hands of Honour¬ 
able Members. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Is it not then for tin- Government of India to 
ask the Secretary of State to have 4 the Government of India Act amended 
so that this expenditure max not be included in it? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: No doubt the Goxeminent of India 
could do so, but they hau* not yet found sufficient reason for doing so. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: What are their reasons for not doing it? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: T think that the reason for doinsr 
it fir^t requires to he established. 

Sardar Sant Singh: Is it not a racial discrimination r * 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: The Government sa* the\ are not going to 
move in this direction and for that Ibex imid have some xer\ cogent* 
reasons. T want the Honourable Member hind 1 \ to inform tin* House the 
reasons x\lix the Honourable Member is not prepared to do it now: and 
if not now. will thev lav the information on the table hereafter 0 


The Honourable Sir George Rainy: 1 am afraid I cannot add to the 
answer I hax’e already given 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Is it not a fact that the Finance Member said 
in his roplv very clearly that the question is one of policx and not- of 
retrenchment * 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: T believe that is correct 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Is it a fact that a considerable part of this 
expenditure pertains to the Armx Department and if s<>, \\ h\ has tie- 
whole of this expenditure been put on to tin* civil estimates? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I have said m nix answer that this 
has been the invariable practice for a long time, but the proper allocation 
of the expenditure is a different matter which Government would be 
quite prepared to consider and indeed we are considering it now’. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Is the Honourable Member aware that practices 
are changing nowadays and this should also change? 

(No answ’er was given ) 

Interception of a Telegram sent ry Miss Mira Bkx. 

867. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Will Government kmdl.v state whether 
the following message from Miss Mira Ben was intercepted 0 If so, will 
Government please state their reason for such action 1 ’ 

“To 

Tom Williams, M.P., 

House of Commons, 

London 

Whole nation under rule of drastic ordinances. India wide response to national 
call despite wholesale arrests leaders. Seventy-nine Congress bodies declared 
unlawful Bombay, forty-five Calcutta. Editor, Bombay Chronicle , arrested strangu¬ 
lation press expected. Lathi charge and curfew order Cawnpore, lathi charges firing 
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Benares. Here Principal and two leading professors arrested dead of night 
National college and Mahadevbhai Desai Asttram as suspects. Mrs. Kamaladevi 
Chattopadhayya and eight other ladies arrested Bombay. Secretary, Government _ of 
India, has issued long misleading statement in which he makes no mention 
Oandhiji’s efforts to secure interview with Viceroy besides other serious rmsrepreM‘iita 
tions Tn view of developing situation would suggest Bertrand Russel joins deputa¬ 
tion contemplated by Horace Alexander wire acknowledgment this cable—Mira, 

Ahmedab.td, 7-1-1932.” 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: With \our permission, Sir, I will 
reply to tins question and questions Nos. 868 and 869 togcthei 

Tin reply to the firist part of the questions is m the affirmative. These 
message*- were misleading and intended as rmschievious propaganda against 
action which Government hud been compelled to take, and at the time 
of their intercept ion the; were held, in im opinion rightly, to be objec¬ 
tionable and tliereiore intercepted under the provisions of section 5 of 
tin* Indian Telegraph Act 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: M.i\ I know what are the particular passages 
which u?c incorrect or misleading? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: T think m\ description of the mes¬ 
sage 1 applies to them as a whole 

1 \Ti:WT.T'Tlo\ OF A TeLEORAAI SENT BY Mtss MrR \ P»EX. 

1 Hiis Mr Gaya Prasad Singh: Will (ln\eminent kmdlv state whether 
the foIWnnr message from Miss Mil a Ben was intercepted 0 T* will 
Go\t rnhielll plr.tM st.ilr 11 1'*11* ira^uir. f*»r doing so 0 

“To 

Holme-. 

12. Bulk Aw'nuo, 

N i*\\ ^ ork (l S V ). 

Fine ri*hptuiM* lo uutioii.il tall dt-pitt whole-ale .ure-ts leader?, and Indtuwtde 
lule ol tlr.istir ordinances Mahadevbhai Desai arrested Ashram during night 
and Brin ipal with two loading professors National College as suspects. Lathi 
charges reported and from Benare^ firing, Editor, liombuy Chronirle , arrested strangula¬ 
tion ot Bless e\peeled. Nows of Bapu good—Mna, 


Ahmedabad, 7-1 1932 “ 

Interception of a Tklec.kam sent ry Miss Mira Ben. 

•869 -Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Will Government kindly state whether 
the following menage from Mis S Mira Ben, wns intercepted? If so. will 
Government please state their reasons for doing so r> 

“To 

Holland, 

Villeneuve Vaud 

M.ihadev ntrejrtod Ashram during night, .is Mispeel Fine response national call 
despite wholesale arrests leaders ard Indiawide rule of drastic ordinances, news Bapu 
good, wire if this and previous cable have reached yon—Mira, 

Ahmedabad, 7-1 1932.” 

f For answer to this question, *ee answer to question No. 867. 
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Retrenchment of Officials on State Railways nearing the Age of 

S ttl*E RANN UATION. 

870. *Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: (a) Will Government please 
Mute whether the clause relating to “those nearing the superannuation ago’' 
has been applied to officials on State Eailways as a measure of retrench¬ 
ment ? 

(h) 11 the answer to part (a) be in rhc affirmative, bow m.iU) officers 
have been retrenched for this reason alone.' 

(r) II the answer to part (a) be in the negatixe, how mam officers are 
there on the various State Hallways today whose ages are between ,Y2 and 55 
ycars, i.c. t neanng superannuation? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: (//) and (b). So superior officer has recently been 
discharged on State-managed Hallways on the ground that he was nearing 
the age of superannuation. 

(< ) The number ol officers m sen i<v on the Stute-mauaged Eailways 
who were born prior to March. 1880 is Ob This number includes officers on 
leave preparatory to retirement. 

Lieut .-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: Will the Honourable Member please 
inform this House win is it that no officer nearing the age of superannua¬ 
tion has been discharged? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: The procedure relating to the discharge of superior 
officers was full\ explained to the House in the course ol the Budget 
debate by Mr. Hay man, and I havi nothing to add to that explanation. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: Will the Honourable Member please 
sa\ whether it is a fact or not that in regard to discharging officers one 
set ot rules i* applied to officers and another set ot rules is applied to 
subordinates** 

Mr. P. R. Rau: No. Sir. it win explained by Mr Hay man that the 
same rules applied both to officers as well as to subordinates and I believe 
he gave certain figures to show’ that the number ot subordinate staff 
retrenched as nearing superannuation was \ery small m proportion to the 
total number 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: In \uw ol the Honourable Member’s 
reply, will lie kindly inform this House why. if that the case, no officers 
have been retrenched when the same rules apply** 

Mr. P. R. Rau: As T have already stated, the reasons were given fully 
by Mr Human, and T do not think it. is necessary for me to repeat them 
on the floor of the House. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: That is evasion, Sir. 

Hr. Ziauddin Ahmad: What is the superannuation ago, is it below 50? 


Mr. P. R. Ran: It is 55. 
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Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Was not tlje rule applied in some cases to per¬ 
sons who had not even reached the age of 50, but were only 47 or 48? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: The rule laid down by the .Railway Board, 1 think, 
referred (o persons nearing flu* age of superannuation. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Will the Honourable Member consider the eases 
of certain individuals where this superannuation rule was applied to persons 
who worn below 50 years of age ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: 1 am not aware of am particular cases, but as I have 
ahvadv Mated, 'the total number was less than 700 out of a total of 
40,000'. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Will the Honourable Member kindly eonsider any 
individual cases if thr\ are brought to his notice in which the superannua¬ 
tion rule mis applied to pinple who were above -17 or 4R blit below 
50 years of age? 

Mr P. R. Rau: If the Honour ibb* Member will =nppl\ me with n list 
of such eases T will look into the matter 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Thank \ou 

Appointment of Director of Ret,cl \tio\s and Forms. 

S71. * Mr. S. C. Mitra: (,/) Is it a fact ilut the appointment oi Estab¬ 
lishment Oflieer. Army Department, has been abolished and an appoint¬ 
ment designated Director oi Regulaiions and Korins created in it> place? 
If so, has any saving resulted fmm this arrangement ? 

(b) Is it a lad that the present Director oi Regulations and Forms is 
paid out of the Miht.m Kdimales w heivas the late establishment Officer, 
Army Department, used to he paid irmii the ('ml Estimates? It so, what 
difference lias it produced on the total expenditure ot Government? 

(<•) Is the appointment ot Director ot Regulations and I onus a pel mu 
unit or only a ttmporarx measure? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (</i The post now held In the Director, Regulations 
and I Mi in** was nealed .is a ttmpoi u\ appointment two \ears ago. with 
practuallx no e\tia expense .is the ministerial establishment was found 
from Army Headquarters and oilier officers' posts were teduced then or 
about that time When the post was made permanent, it was found }<-s- 
sihle to dispense with the appointment ot Establishment (iffict r also, and 
this resulted in a cleat saying to Government of the whole ot the Kstablmh- 
menf Officer's pay. 

(b) r l’lie answer to the fimt portion of this question i- in tlit' affirmative. 
I have explained m mx answer to part (< 7 ) how the living yvas effected 

(>r) The appointment is now permanent. Its creation has already led 
to large economies, apart from the reduction of the post of Establishment 
Officer. The expenditure under the heads now controlled by the Director, 
Regulations and Forms has diminished from Rs. 19.16.0ff0 in 1930-31 to 
lis. 15,38,000 in 1931-112, and is estimated at Tls 15.07,000 in 1932-33. 
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Payment of an Honorarium to Mr. Page of the Archaeological 
Department for Preparation of a Buddhist Design. 

872. *Mr. Uppi Saheb Bahadur: (</) Will Government please state 
if it is a fact that All*. Page of the Archaeological Department prepared 
a design of a Buddhist Vilmra for one of the Indian States or a Buddhist 
Association a few sears ago*.' 

(b) Lf the replv to part (a) he in tin* affirmative. d.d Mr. Page receive 
anv honorarium lor (he wnrk*’ 1( so, did Government permit hmi to 
accept it? 

(r) What was the total amount received by Mr Page? 

(</) Is such honorarium fiet ironi income-tax. it not, has the income- 
tax been recovered from Air. Pago; if not. why not? 

Mr. a. S. Bajpai: (a), (b), (c) and (</) Mi Page prepared a dos-gn 
for a Buddhist Vihara m CuUiiit.i m 1917 at the requcsi ol th. thin 
Director General of Arelaeologs m India No hnnuranimi w a- paid to 
him lor this work He \v.i-. however. p.nd .m iimioi.iniim <>j IN g.oon 
with tla' permission oi (i.ixetmmm i*»r pivp.imiL: *iu dc-un i >r *. t.-mj h 
in Ma\urhh.ini State r I li« ■ quc-ticn whelhei nii'cinc (:i v u.t- j .no on 1 lit 
amount is under invest i^.it ion 

l !kport of Tin: Arcileological Department 

873. *Mr. Uppi Saheb Bahadur: (</) \\ iH (iovt-nm. nl pi. as. -ttUe 
if any date ha- been fixed hv them for the ue <»f the annuel lepnrt of 
the Archaeological Department*’ If so. ha- tic report fo» 1931-32 issued 
If not, when i- it liki'lx to he D-ued? 

(b) What is the latest report issued hv the Department *• Is il a tact 
that the report, for 1927-28 ha- onlv recentb been is-m d and other, an 
still due 0 Will Government plcu-e state wliv refiorts are not •umunllv 
issued ? 

(e) Will Governiiient please state who is lesponsihlo for this delav and 
what action thev propose to take to bring the reports up to date? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai: [a) Ves 11u* 1-t J.inuars lollowmg the vear to winch 
tile annual report relates Ylu ripoit lor the war l‘KU-32 has not vet 
been issued It will appeal mum.- turn m 193.*! 

(b) and (f) The latest report issued hv the Aieha-oiogieal Department 
is that tor the vear 1927-28 It was published in 193! lieports for tin 
subsequent vears an- Mill due I he delav is regretted but appi'ais U» 
have been due to the complex it v ot tin* factors involved in the publication. 

preparation of plates, carelul editorial revision bv the Duvetor- 
General of Arelueologv in India etc , which have to he regulated with the 
utmost care m order to ensure, so tar as possible, the technical perfection 
and scholarh aecuracv for which the publications ol the Department an 
noted. The pressure of administrative work on the officers concerned is 
also a contributory factor. Government are, however, asking the Director- 
General of Archieologv in India to examine the possibility of expediting th** 
issue of these Departmental reports, and hope that it will he possible to 
shorten the time that has so far general!v intervened betwcm the appear¬ 
ance of a report and the period to which it relates. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: The Honourable Member did not sav an\thing 
about the Reports for the years 1928-29, 1929-30, and 1930-31? 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


2357 


Mr. G. S. Bajpai: 1 am afraid the Honourable Member did not follow 
what 1 did say on that point. I said that the Reports for the subsequent 
years are still due, that is to say, they have not yet been published. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: Will the Honourable Member please inform this 
House how often Government have given the same explanation as the 
one contained in the last sentence ot the Honourable Member*.' 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai: That, Sir require**, 1 am afraid, a certain amount of 
historical research (Laughter;, but I call assure bun that within my 
experience ot the Department this is the first tune that the answei has 
been gi\cn 

Mr. S. C. Mitra: Does the Honourable Member contend that technical 
perfection and scliolarh :u ciiimi-x are required onl\ m respect of Deports 
of tliK particular Department or they are required m respect of all Deports 
111 all ill' 1 Dep.n t liielit ^ *’ 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai: l ‘should s.iy Sir tli.it the-i arc required in all De¬ 
part meiil * 

Mr. S. C. Mitra: 'Hun why tliK delay of tour r fi\e ycui> m ibis. 

pai i a ul,if 1 >i |».irt meiil ’ 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai: I h.i\e idiivdx stated the reasons, vt:: . that the 
In poii'* will !i llii" Di pal inn nt sMii s ale \el*\ bulky Deports; they run to 
:»(H) to loo p - and wh.it k more, they trench upon a field wiiieh steins 
tf * l>t p i*’t icul.n l\ Nils, » j,i >h], nt h\.‘ mniroxersx wlieihei a particular view 
is lulled ni not li m I'm*- to lif iii 1 v light theretoii , that the Director- 
(leiural O* Areli,e-»l«>g\ should m..k* sure of the .u i uraey of the statements 

la- makes 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: In x■ x\ ot tlu met that the Jit port does not deal 
e'pin 'tlx with the residis of n srureli vuik is it desirable to wait till the 
controversies upon ihe x.moiis theories are solved? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai: Will Sir I do not for a moment subscribe to the 
sutu;o*tiun ot the llmiounddi Member that those llcpnrts do not eontain 
pi ants which are the results of liistorie.il researeli or earelul reflection, and. 
as I’e^anls the suggestion that the Departnieiit might wait until the 
l'esuIts <>t research h.ixe been earefullv tested by other people. I would 
poult out that it is nub h\ ptihlaatioii that the world call have an oppor¬ 
tune \ ot testing the results oj the researches made !>\ the Department 
of Areh.eologv. 

Kkthnvcmiment iv the Archaeological Department. 

874. Uppi Saheb Bahadur: (a) Will Government please state 

if retrenchment has been made in the Archaeological Department in 
accordance with the orders issued h\ the Home Department? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Director General of Arclueology made an 
arbitrary selection of personnel tor retrenchment without consulting any of 
the Provincial Superintendents? If so, why? 

(cf Did the Director General keep in view the question of maintaining 
communal proportion in each category and class of appointments? If not, 
why not ? 

p/) Is it a fact- that the proportion of the Hindus as compared to 
Muslims has increased, so far as their proportion before retrenchment is 
concerned ? 
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Mr. G. S. Bajp&i: (a) Yes, so far as practicable. 

(>b) The Director-General of ArchtcoJogv had to use his own discretion 
in the mutter as the urgent need for economy did not permit of consulta¬ 
tion with Circle Superintendents. 

(<*) The answer to the first pari o f I he question is in I he affirmative. The 
second part does not therefore* arise. 

(</) The proportion of the Hindus lias increased by 1-8 per cent 

Abolition of the Post of Assistant Engineer, A iioh.geological 
Department, Agra. 

875. *Mr. Uppi Saheb Bahadur: (a) Is it a fact Ihat the United Pro¬ 
vinces Government have refused to take over conservation in the Cmted 
Provinces ? 

(b) If so, will Government please state reasons lor their abolishing 
tbe post, of Assistant Engineer attached to the "dice of the Archjpological 
Superintendent, Agra ? 

(c) What is the total amount of money spent on conservation both in 
the Agra and Lahore Circles of the Department? 

(d) Is it- a fact that there is an Assistant Engineer at Lahore ? It so. 
how do Government justify the abolition of the post of the Engineer at 
Agra leaving only the Superintendent to supervise the whole work? Is it 
a taet that the work is on the increase there in comparison with the 
Lahore Circle? 

(el Do Government propost* to consider the question <>J' the appoint¬ 
ment nl the engineer it Agra? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai: (a) Yes 

(/>) Tlit post lias been abolished as a ini a sure of u t reiiclnncnt 

(<•) A statement giving figures ioi tile last three vears laid on the 
fable 

(<i) and (< ) There is an Assistant Engineer .it L.dioic hut the question 
o 1 n transferring the execution ul Central arclseolngienl works to the Pro¬ 
vincial Public Woiks Department in the Punjab is under e« aisiderat mu. 
There w;is more work in the Veia Cnelt n*loie than in the Lahore ( irrle, 
Put the drastic reduction m the lutuie provision lot t • ust rv.il u>n work 
i trikes it impossible to sa\ lmw the requm inents ot ih< two- circles in 
this respect a’ll comp.ire in fiitnn and whether il will In possible 1" employ 
an Engineer lor Agia 

Statement showmf the fionn t of <xfn mhtnrr on constt ration in the Lahov anil !;//•« ('irclc* 
for the ifrars V)2H-?0, 1029- VI ami 10.10-21. 


Years. 

LnLore Circle. 

\irni Circle. 


Hk. 

Ks. 

11128-20 

1.07.259 

1,40.589 

1020-30 

1.02,66ft 

1.28,580 

1930-31 

1.05.325 

1,15,175 


Percentage of Hindus and Muslims tn the Arcileologtcal 
Department. 

876. *Mr. Uppi Saheb Bahadur: (a) Will Government, please state 
the number of (1) Epigraphieal Assistants, Assistant Surveyors and 
Mimsiii«, (2) Photographers, (8) Draftsmen Photographers, (4) Modellers, 
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and (5) Stenographers, in the Archaeological Department, both Hindus and 
Muslims and their percentage before and after retrenchment? 

( b) Is it a fact that all the Muslims in these categories have been re¬ 
trenched? If so, what steps do Government propose to take to remove 
this inequality? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai: (*/) and ( h) 1 pJa<-c on the table of the House a 
.statement m lueh slams the result ol retrenchment jn the clera al and oth* r 
subordinate categories of the staff of the Archaeological Sur\e\ of India in 
complete detail Honourable Members will ohserve from this that while 
in some categories Muslims have suffered more than a strictly proportionate 
reduet ion, in others Hindus have been siimhirh dealt with, and that, taking 
the sijiff as a whole, the hurdoti ot s.ierifiee has been equitahK distributed 


Statement shmrinr/ numhn of Hindus and Mnshtns m tfu A?cha(olor/traf Depaitn>ont 
In fore and afte / ictrenrhment (exchuhvy inewhnx of othn roiio mins ) 


! 

1 

No. of 

Hindus 

No ol 

Muslims 

Categories I 

Before 

After 

Before 

After 

1 

retrench- 

ret tent h- 

i etreneh- 

retrench 

1 

ment. 

; 

merit 

nient 

ment. 

1. Superintendent (Ks 3.70-2.7 OOO) . 

1 

1 



2. AssistHnts (Ks. 120 3.70) 

3 

3 

l 

i 

3 Clerks (including Head r lerks m cm le 
es) on salnrics vary mg treiu Its 4u 


i 



to 12.7 .7 17*7 . . i 

3! 

i 21 

1.7 

14 

4. Stenographers (\ar\ me Irom Ks 70 
.7 (00 to 1*70 1001 . . i 

3 

1 

i 3 

1 


.7 Photographers (\ u r\ing tiom Its 0.7 
.7 130 to Ks 1.70 .7 2.70) 

10 


2 


0 Draftsmen (\nr\mg tioin Ks 00 to ! 

Ks. 2.70) 

1 1 

1 7 

.■» 

3 

7. K\(«\ation Assistants (Us 2.70 10 

- 3.70) 

.7* 

1 

l 

1 

S ( *oii‘m*i \ at ion Assisi a lit*' (Ks 1.70 j 

10 3.70) 

4 

1 

3 

3 

0 Met lmiiics (Ks 2'») 

1 

1 1 



10. Suh-oxer-eers ( Rs 7.7 .7- 12.7) 

3 

i 3 

3 

*» 

11. («nllei\ Assistants. Custodians, Cu- 





raters and M.iiksmen (\aiying from 
fts. 30 .7 .70 to Ks. 200 - 10— 

3.70) .... 

0 


3 

3 

12. Photopruitera (Rs. 30 - l — .70) 

.» 

o 



13. Modellers (varying from Ks. 7.7— .7— 
1,70 to Ks. 100—10 200) 

1 

1 

2 t 

1 

14. Keadei. Munshi. Epigruphu-nl Assih- 




tnnts. Assistant Suveyor (\arying 
from Rfl. 1(H)- .7—1*70 to Ks. 1.70- 

10—250). 

7 

0 

o 

1 

1.7 Laboratory Assistants (Rs 30 3 

00 and 00 120 ) 

.» 

1 



10. Ntorokeepei and Head Mason ( Ks. 40 

and Ks. .71) . 






Total . 00 72 37 2S 


* 3 re-employed after retrenchment as Custodians and included in categort No. 11 . 
f Vide remarks Hgamst item 7. 

j One re-employed (alter reiieiichinent) as Draftsman and included in category 
No. 0. 
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Retrenchment of Muslim Railway Servants. 

877. *Mr. Uppi Saheb Bahadur: (a) Arc Government aware that the 
operation of retrenchment in the Punjab has caused widespread complaint 
among Muslim employees, in that the principles governing discharge of 
Railway employees as la.d down in rule (6; of the rules regarding tie? dis¬ 
charge and dismissal of State Railway servants have not been properly 
observed and that, no serious attempt has been made to alleviate disl.ess by 
absorbing the discharged servants in other branches of service? 

(b) Are Government aware that, there is a feeling among Muslims that 
in effecting retrenchment, subordinate officials belonging to other com¬ 
munities have been able to manoeuvre high officials into making discri¬ 
mination against, efficient Muslim employees thereby defeating the object 
of tin* repeated assurances gi\en b\ the Honourable Sir George Rainy and 
other high authorities to the effect that special attention would la* li>voted 
to the equitable claim of the Muslims? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (</) Hxcept inr tilt* l.ict pointed mit in p.nagi.mh II <>1 
Mr. llassan s report that tun divisions nt the Noith Western K,n!\\a\ «»\cr- 
looked the instructions of the Agent th.it the pen enlace nf Muslims and 
minority communities must he m,Mint. lined m 11«*• same pruportn-n as 
before retrcnclimciit Government are imt ,i\\ .t>*t tlid the ■ *}•< rat |. »n 
retrenchment has caused widespread lomplamt .'imm n Muslim cinplnvees. 

(b) No, Sir. Government consult r there is no ground tor such a 
feeling. 


Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: The Honourable Member has pist stated that, the 
retrenchment has not created widespread dissjt isf.u t ion ll tin* Honour¬ 
able Member go into the eountn and aseert.un the true taels he will 
realise that that is not correct 

Mr. P. R. Rau: I said that it had not caused widespread complaint 
among Muslim employees in particular, but obviously am scheme of re¬ 
trenchment must cause widi i sprca<l discontent among employees in 
general. 


Water Supply of Ajmer. 

878. *Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: (a) Will Government 
please state whether it is a fact, (i) that no filtered water is supplied to 
the citizens of Aimer by the Ajmer Municipal Board, (ii) that the water 
supplied by the said Board to its citizens is kept for several dnvs in 
Htle tanks exposed to all sorts of nuisance and unprotected by barriers, and 
(iii) that a sufficient quantity of water is not supplied to the citizens of 
Ajmer? 

(b) Will Government please state whether they are aware (i) that 
throughout the wholes day refuse and night-soil carts pl\ in the main 
streets of Ajmer city, (ii) that night-soil mixed with foul water is 
carried in the said carts in contravention of the rules framed for their re- t 
moval, (iii) that sweepers are allowed and directed to throw foul water in 
the streets and in the lanes even at the time when a few drops of water 
happen to fall from the sky in the Ajmer city, (iv) that the water supplied 
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to Ajmer citizens for drinking 1ms been declared unfit for human consump¬ 
tion by the Health Officer in the past \ears several t'mes, and (v) that 
no steps for pimKing the water has been taken by the Municipal Board 
and people are obliged to use the same dirty water? 

(r) Are Government aware that Mr. (5 W. Disney, the Sanitary 
Eng m er, Eastern Bengal and Assam, lias passed the remark that efficient 
walw works mean a large saving of human life and of much miser\ ? 

(d) If what are stated above are facts, what steps do Government pro¬ 
pose to take to srt matters right in interest of the public? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: With \our permission, Sir, I propose to answer 
tjueMioiK Nos 878 .nid 87b together 'Die information is being collected 
md will la- gi\en to the House m due course. 


M \N UIEMKNT OF THE V\\ WOES OF TH K MUNICIPAL BOARD, A.IMER. 

'870 *Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: (ai Will Government 
-'Lite wli- tiler (ii it is ,i fact that a sum ol Rs. .7 388-1-8 was written off as 
in. n.ipi » . coiiec’iniiL the '.aid sum were treaeealde h\ the AIumcipal Board, 
\]mer hi) t] 1 <*\ are awaie that 110 heed is h*"ng paid b\ the said Board 
■i He < io\.■»une nt aiidiiors ohjec'ions tint ^metion of the General Com¬ 
mittee to gr mt ad\aiices docs not appear to lia\e lain obtained m an\ east? 
■<nd that grant oi advances of big amounts to fht‘ members of the Com- 
mttii and tlit ir Non-adiiistment for long periods is a serious irregularity 
iud t ! >. t no advate*. he made to ,1 nu-mher for the execution of work 01 
*<ir tlu* imrehast* ol articles, and fin) it is a fact that, in 1031. the Ajmei 
Mmhcmal Board spent IG 337-7-4 more than the amount sanctioned h} 
rile ( hlet Commissioner tor the maintenance of suburban roads? 

{!>) 11 what am stated above are facts what steps do Government pro- 
I'ikc to taka to ‘.et right the management of pecuniary matters of the 
Municipal Board, Ajmer? 

t 

Increase of Superior Officers on the Eastern Bengal Railway. 

8S0. k Mr. N. M. Joshi: [n) Will Government he pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that since the 1 formation of the Personnel Branch of the Eastern 
Fu ngal Railway the number of superior officers has been increased from on« 
to three at an increased cost of Bs 1,700 per mensem approximately? 

(b) If the repl\ to part fa) is in the affirmative, will Government be 
tdeased <0 state the justification of this increase in expenditure when, 
thousands of subordinate cinp!o\ocs have been retrenched and several 
thousands are under the retrenchment axe? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: (a) I am informed that the reorganisation of the 
arrangements for Personnel work in the Headquarters Offices of the 
Eastern Bengal Railway has been effected without an increase in the num¬ 
ber of superior officers who w’ere formerly engaged on Establishment work 
in these offices. 

(M Does not arise 


fFor answer to this question, Me answer to question No. 878. 
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Alleged Threatening of Muslim Clerks in the Kailway Clearing 
Accounts Office. 

S8I. : 'Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: Are Government aware that R P 
Faqir Chand, Deputy Director, Railxvux Clearing Accounts Office, 
threatens Muslim dorks of this office that he would retrench them W tho» 
would form u join a Muslim rniou° 

Mr. P. R. Rau*. l understand llmt then* is n<> foundation tor the allega¬ 
tion 


Paysheets of the Railw yy Ole xrino Accounts Office. 

882. *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: Will Government he pleased to lav on 
the table a true copy of the paysheets of the Railway Clearing Accounts 
Office for the month of January. 1982? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: If ni\ Honourable friend had known that the p«i\ sheets 
of the Clearing Accounts Office consist of 128 p.iyes 27" 17" in si/, 

exclusive of about 800 deduction liMs etc . I am sure he would not havi 
made this request. 

Seniority List of the R ailway Clearing Accounts Office. 

888 *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: Will Gmemmcnt he pleased to lax 
on the table an up-to-date copy of the seniority list of the Railway Clearing 
Account* Office? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: Ouxcrnmcnt regret tli.it Ibex .in- unable t(* place on 
the table documents of purely departmental interest 

Alleged Injustices to Muslim Employees on the East Fndixn Railwxy 

884. ^Sir Abdullah Suhrawardy : (a) Is it n fact that the Railway 
Board was requested to appoint a special committee to redress the in justice 
done to the Muslim employees under the Crow System in the East Indian 
Railway ? 

(b) If fo, what action, if anv, was taken bx the Railway Board? 

(c) Is it a fact that the posts of two Passenger Superintendents who held 
the ranks of Subedar and Jemadar were retrenched? 

(d) Were the two retrenched officers provided in the T. T. E staff? 

(c) Is it a fact that the senior officer was given lower rank and pav? 
What are their names? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: (a) Government are unable to trace that nnx such 
request xvas made 

Ob) Does not arise. 

(.r), (d) and (e) Information is being obtained from the Agent, East 
Indian Railway, and a reply laid on the table in due course. 
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Terms for Discharge of Railway Employees. 

885. *Sir Abdullah Suhrawajdy: (a) Is it a fact that clause V, sub- 
clausc 2, of the circular issued by the Railway Hoard to the Agents on 3rd 
March, 1931, directed that, “Employees discharged from the services on 
reduction of establishment should he gianted all leave on full or average 
pay at their credit subject to a maximum of four months, provided if such 
have at their credit is less than one month, they should in lieu of it. 
no allowed one month's* pay in lieu of notice. When under these orders 
leave of not loss than one month is granted it should be made clear to the 
employes* that his service will not lie required on the termination of his 
leave and that he will not he entitled to a further notice of discharge or pay 
in lieu of such notice”? 

(b) Was the benefit of the above rule given to the person* acting in 
the Crew .Department of the East Indian Railway? If not, why not? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: (a) Yes. 

(b) 1 have called for information from the Agent, East Indian Railway, 
•md will la\ ,t reply on the table in due course 

Lack of a Waiting Room at Kosma. 

8S6. *Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: (a) Are Government aw r are that 

there is no waiting room nt Iv'Sma, a station on the Shikohabad-Farrukha- 
had Branch of the Ea-d Indian Railway? 

(b) Do Governmenf propose to include the cost of its construction 
in tlit* next year's Budget? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: Government are not aware of the arrangements at this 
particular station. I am sending a copy of the Honourable Member s 
question to tin* Agent of the East Indian Railway. hut it is unlikely that 
lie will he abb* to find hinds for aiiv alteration in the station buildings 
next year 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: The cost of providing a shed at a small station 
hardly exceeds a couple of hundred rupees 

Mr. P. R. Rau: I am afraid I am unable to reply to that question 
without notice 

Allowances permitted for certain Prisoners detained under 
Regulation TTI of 1818. 

887 *Mr. K. C. Neogy: (a) Will Government he pleased to state what 
allowance's have* been fixed in the. cases of Mr J. M. Sen Gupta, Mr. Subbas 
Chandra Hose and Mr. Sarat. Chandra Hose who are now detained under 
Bengal State Prisoners Regulation III of 1818? 

(b) What circumstances have been taken into consideration by Govern, 
ment in fixing the said allowances and determining their adequacy “to the 
supply” of the detenu's “own wants and those of his family, according 
to their rank in life”? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table the reports received 
under section fi of the said Regulation ns regards these State prisoners? 

B 
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The Honourable Sir James Crerar: (a) Allowances totalling Rs. 167 a 
nionih »>///« a sum of Its. 294 for the purchase of cloilics. furniture and 
other necessaries have been sanctioned for Mr. Sen Gupta himself and 
Rs. 1,000 n month for the support of his family 

As regards Mr. Sabash Chandra Hose, I would refer the* .Honourable 
Member to the answer I ga\e on the 2nd March to Mr. Xabakumar Sing 
Dudhona s question Xo. 000. 

Xo allowances ha\e yet been fixed tor Mr Sarat Chandra Host 1 whose 
case is still under the consideration of the Government ot Bengal. 

(/») The status m life ot the State Vrisnm r and Ins own wants and 
those of his family. 

(e) I am not prepared to lay the reports which ha\e been submitted 
for the information ol the Goxemor General iu Council on the table. J 
may s.iy. however, that the reports show that the degree of confinement 
to which these 'State Prisoners arc subjected to is not liable to injure their 
healt h. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy: Has the liouourahle Member's attention been drawn 
to certain Press reports regarding the state ol healtli of Mr Subash 
Chandra Bose, particularly to the complaint that he is not allowed to go 
out except within the limited space of a small court wil'd, lor taking his 
walking exercise? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: T ha\e not si en the Press report 
to which the Honourable Member has referred 

Mr. K. C. Neogy: May I take it that the reports that tin* Honourable 
Member lias received under section (» of the Regulation do not nuntion 
any tiling about the health of these prisoners? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : Yo« T understand that tin ir he.ilth 
is satisfactory. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy: Is the Honourable Mcmlu r m a po'tiuii to gi\c 
us the date ol the Idlest report received on tile subject 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: 1 do not remember tin precis date. 

I must ask for notice of that. 

Reports on the Hem.tit am* Trkvtmext or certain Prisoners 

888 'Mr. K. C. Neogy: (a) What authorities have been lnwrueted by 
Got eminent lo visit Mr \ M Sen Gupta, Mr Snblms Chandra Bose and 
Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, and what instruct ions have been gi\en lo such 
authorities under xeetion 4 of Bengal Stall* Prisoners Regulation Ifl of 
1818? 

(h) Will Government ho pleased to lay on the table such reports, as 
may have been received under section 4 of the* said Regulation, regarding 
the health and treatment of each of the said prisoners ? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: fa) The Deputy Commissioner, 
•Talpaiguri. in the ease of Mr. J. M. Ren Gupta and the Resident Rub- 
Dhisionnl Magistrate, Beoni, in the eases of the* two latter. The instruc¬ 
tions issued require tlie officers appointed to visit and report, on the State 
Prisoners once a month. 
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(b) 1 am not prepared to lay copies of reports on the table. I may 
state however for the Honourable Member’s information that the latest 
reports show that Mr. »!. M. Sen Gupta, who before his detention was in 
indifferent health, is doing as well as can be expected The present state 
of health of both the other prisoners is reported to be fair. 

Allowances of Travelling Ticket Examiners. 

889. *Bhai Parma Nand: (a) Is it a fact that the running train checking 
staff was from its very start getting mileage allowance, like guards as 
part of their pay? 

(b) Is it a fact that at the time of introducing the crew system, the 
Travelling Ticket Examiners were getting average allowance and ticket 
collectors under them were getting mileage allowance? 

(c) Ts it a fact that from time to time special modes of checking were 
introduced, but ultimately the work of Travelling Ticket Examiners only was 
appreciated arid maintained ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the work of the former Special Ticket Examiners 
was recently condemned by the Agent of the North Western Railway? 

(r) Will Government please state whether by changing the cadre of 
Travelling Ticket Examiners to Special Ticket Examiners and by reducing 
their mileage allowance (daily allowance), the authorities have tightened 
their duties also, if not, what was the reason for this reduction 0 

(f) Is it- a fact that the emoluments of other running staff like guards, 
etc , have also been reduced? If not, why not? 

(g) Ts it not a fact that while the train is running, the checkers are 
buss at their work, while the guards sit in the brake and do nothing? 

(//) Is it not a fact that the majority of the former Travelling Ticket 
Examiners were recruited from among the guards and are Government 
aware that the present reduction of allowance affects them yen injuri¬ 
ously ? 

(/) Will Government lay on the. table a comparative statement of income 
earned by Travelling Ticket Examiners and by other modes of checking? 

(h Are Go\eminent contemplating the reduction of a guard’s, mileage 
allowance, if not, what is tlu* reason for differential treatment 0 

Mr. P. R. Rau: (ti) Yes, as part of their pay and subject to u maxim uni 
of 7."> per cent of pay 

(/)) and (h) Information will he obtained an»l a reply will he laid on 
tho table in due (ourse 

(< ) Special modes of eheekimr h:i\e been introduced from time to time. 
Travelling Ticket Examiners were under the control of the (’hi. f Auditor 
prior to 19*28 when the organization for ticket- checking was transferred to 
the control of the Commercial Branch. After further investigation, the 
present system was introduced in the year 1981 in older to secure perma¬ 
nent economy without detriment to efficiency'. 

('/) No. 

(r) By abolishing the cadre of Travelling Ticket Examiners and absorb¬ 
ing them in the cadre of Special Ticket- Examiners the work of Special 
Ticket Examiners who were formerly Travelling Ticket Examiners has been 

b 2 
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lightened, in that, previously their duties were entirely connected with the 
cheeking of passengers’ tickets in running trains, whereas under the new 
organization they are not exclusively employed on running trains but are 
employed for station duties also. 

(f) and (j). The rates of pay and allowances of other running staff, 
e.g., Guards,* etc., have not been reduced as their duties remain the same. 

(.'/) No. 

(0 The information is not midih available. I may add that the 
so-called earnings of Ticket Examining staff do not furnish a true measure 
of the efficiency °f any particular system. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Will the Honourable Member be pleased to 
say whether the grievances of these Ticket Examiners were brought to 
the notice of and were considered by the Hallway Court of Enquiry? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: I believe it was considered by them. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Can the Honourable Member ^a\ how it was 
disposed of’* 

Mr. P. R. Rau: To the best of my recollection, there are no special 
recommendations made on this subject, ns they thought it was outside 
the scope of their enquiry. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: If this was considered by tin 1 Court of Enquiry, 
then it would have been mentioned somewhere in the report Is anv re¬ 
ference* Hindi m the report of the Court of Enquiry ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: I cannot at this moment lay my hand on am parti¬ 
cular passage, but to the be^t of my recollection, as I said, they did not. 
go into it m detail the\ considered that it was outside the scope ot 
their on quin 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: You may lake if from me tlml it was not 
considered by them Has the Honourable Member noticed the number 
of questions that have been asked about T T 1 's and T T E V m this 
Assembly ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau 1 can claim to be excused from replying to further 
question*- on that subject on that very ground 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Is it not a fact that some of tlic.se T. T. I.’s 
visit the houses of M. L A s and gel the-o questions put in the Assembly? 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: The very fact that these things are asked clearly 
hhows that they have been wronged. 

Mr. P. R. Rau: I know' that there is a considerable amount of feeling 
on the subject 

Allowances of Travelling Ticket Examiners. 

890. *Bhai Parma Nand: (d) Is it not a fact, that in June, 19T2, the 
matter of reduction of allowances of Travelling Ticket Examiners was 
thoroughly considered and it w^as decided that the Travelling Ticket 
Examiners were entitled to mileage allowances? 
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(b) Is it a fact that while the daily allowance is given, the cheeking 
staff is required to work at night? Is this permissible under the rules? 

(c) Is it not a fact that the mileage allowance of the Travelling Ticket 
Examiners was a part of the terms and conditions of their service? 

(d) Is it not a fact that while reducing the allowance of the Travelling 
Ticket Examiners the authority gave them one day’s notice only requiring 
them either to accept the reduction or consider themselves dismissed; if 
sc, was this permissible under the Fundamental Rules or any other rules? 

(r) Will Government please stale whether the reduction made is per¬ 
missible under Fundamental Rule No. 15? 

{f) Is it a fact that Travelling Ticket Examiners were also put to work 
at stations on certain occasions and what allowances were they paid for 
that period? 

(if) If the answer to purl (/) of the preceding question is in the negative 
and the; duties of the Special Ticket Examiners, formerly Travelling Ticket 
Examiners, an' not lightened and their work is the same, will Government 
please state the reasons why their allowances have been reduced, when 
those of other running staff are maintained intact? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: (a) Information is not available as to what happened 
in this respect during 1012 

(b) The reph to both questions is in the affirmative. 

(< i Ye-, so long as the posts of Travelling Ticket Examiners existed. 

(d) I understand that tile staff were not advised that the\ would lie 
dismissed m the alternative. 

(r) Fundamental Iiule No lf> does not apply to eases of this nature. 

(/) Information is not available. 

(</) Does not arise as the duties tire different 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: Arising out of tin* Honour-able Mem¬ 
ber's reph, to purl (r) of this question, is it or is it not a fact that the 
travelling allowance these men are now receiving is not 1 / 10th of what 
they wen* receiving before ° 

Ml. P. R. Rau; I\>ssd>|\ Sir. hut 1 < annot sa\ off hand that the 
liguros are accurate. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: Is the Honourable Member aware 
of fbe fact that tins is not honest retrenchment 0 

Mr. P. R. Rau: I did not hear the Honourable Member. Will he 
please repeat, the question? 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: What is the u*e. Sir? 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Is if a fact, fts was pointed out in one case, 
tlinl an officer checked a bogie carriage and found 37 out of 42 passengers 
were without- tickets 0 


Mr. P. R. Rau: The Honourable Member is giving me information. 
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Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: Ts it a fact or not a fact that when 
the allowance nt the T. T E.s was reduced hv the Agents of the various 
raiiwaxs, the T. T E s were threatened that if they did not accept the 
reduction they Mould be dismissed from serviceV 

Mr. P. R. Rau: 1 have ju*t replied to that question. I understand 
from the Agent of the North Western Railway that it is not a fact. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: Does tins apply to the Eastern Bengal 
Railway or not ? 


Mr. P. R. Rau: I want notice of that question. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: Will the Honourable Member make 
inquiries *' 1 say it js a tact. 

Mr. P. R. Rau: If the Honourable Member will give me notice of that 
question, 1 will make inquiries. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Does this not apph to the East Indian Railway 
as well? 

(No iepl\ was given.) 

Recruitment of Muslims in Government Offices. 

891. *Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: (a) Is it a fact that 
the Home Department issued orders on 17th July, 1931, to the effect that 
Muslims employed temporarily who had not passed the examination of the 
Public Service Commission may he allowed to hold their appointments 
without being replaced bv qualified non-Muslims until passed Muslim candi¬ 
dates became available? 

(h) Ts it a fact that the Army Department issued instructions to the 
Arms and Royal Air Force Headquarters on 20th August. 1931, that the 
vacancies reserved for minority communities must be given to Hindus? 

(r) Is it a fact that the Army Department communicated to the Army 
and Koval Air Force Headquarters a copy of the Home Department orders 
referred to in part (a) in September, 1931° 

(rf) Is it a fact, that four Muslims wore discharged from the Quarter¬ 
master General’s Branch on the 5th October, 1931, and replaced by 
Hindus ? 

(e) Is it S fact that the Army Department cancelled their instructions 
referred to at part (b) on the 7th October, 1931? 

(/) Is it a fact that the four Muslims referred to in part (d) were re¬ 
instated on the 8th October, 1931, and an equal number of Hindus were 
discharged instead? 

(g) Is it a fact that three Muslims were discharged from the Medical 
Directorate on the 9th October, 1931? 

(h) If the answers to the above be in the affirmative, will Government 
state the circumstances in which: 

(i) the Home Department orders mentioned in part (a) were issued, 

(ii) the Army Department instructions mentioned in part ( b) were 

issued and subsequently cancelled, 
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(iii) the four Muslims mentioned in part (/) were discharged and re¬ 

instated, 

(iv) the Army Department took full two months in communicating 

tile Home Department orders mentioned in part (a) to the 

Army and Royal Air Force Headquarters, 

(v) the three Muslims mentioned in part ( g) were discharged? 

(i) Is it a fact that throe out of the four Muslims referred to at parts (d) 
arid (/) wore again discharged on the Jst March, 1932? If so, wh\ ? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) Xo, Kir The order- were to the effect that 
temporary appointments of unqualified Muslims and lady clerks might he 
made, or retained, m those posts on];, which were intended to he held 
pennunenfh by Muslim or lad\ clerks as the case might he 

(h) The attention of the Honourable Member is irnitod to the icplx 
giveii to part (a) of Maulvi Budi-u/.-Zaman s starred question No 943 on 
the 2‘ltli September. 1931 The insfmotions issued bv the Army Depart¬ 
ment were short lx afterward*. withdrawn Tlicx would have involved the 
filling up ot certain posts by the onlv qualified candidates then available, 
who were Hindus 

(e) r rhe orders referred to m part (</i of the question wore issued to 
the Public Service Commission, who communicated them t<» the Army 
Department on the 17th ■September The Anuv Department r< uni mini - 
cated the orders to all Branches of Arnix Headquarters on the lflth 
September and cancelled their previous instructions on the 9th October. 

(<?) Xo, Sir Notices of discharge were issued and withdrawal before 
thex took effect in the case of 3 out of I Muslim clerks The f -urtli clerk 
was discharged about the 3th October, but was ro-emplo\ed from the 13th 
October No clerk was replaced by a Hindu 

(e) Yes. 

(f) The Honourable Member is refenvd to tlie reph which 1 have just 
given to part ('/). 

(if) Yes, because these clerks were not employed in \acancu*s intended 
for members of their cnnmiunitx. 

(//) (i) Hie circumstances were the failure o« Muslim candidates to 
qualifx for vaeancu‘s which had been set apart for them. 

(//! (ill, (iii), and (x) The answers have been given in nix replies to 
prexious parts. 

(//) (i v) It is nut the case that the Arnix Department took two months 
to act upon the orders. 

(/) Yes Tin* ministerial establishment of the Quartermaster-Genornrs 
Branch was subsequently reduced as part of the general retrenchment. As 
these clerks were temporary and unqualified, and considered the least effi¬ 
cient, there was no alternative but to select them for retrenchment before 
others. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Is it a fact that unqualified clerks xx T ho 
tailed at the examination two years ago arc being retained in the office, and 
trained at the expense of the State, in order that they may be able to 
pass at the next examination, while candidates belonging to other communi¬ 
ties who duly passed at the open competitive examination are not being 
offered employment? 
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Mr. G. M. Young: r cannot, say about other clerks. The clerks to whom 
I have referred have not been retained. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Is it a fact that, this concession of allowing 
failed candidates to continue in service until such time as the} can pass 
the examination applies only to lady clerks and Muslims; and if so, are 
Government prepared to extend this concession to other minority communi¬ 
ties also? If not, why not? 

Mr. G. M. Young: f must ask for notice of that question. 


Betrenchments in the Army Department. 

Hi)2 *Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: (a) Is n a fact that 
in November, 1931 about a dozen appointments were retrenched in the 
Army Department? 

(b) If so, will Government state the age, length of service and salary 
at the time of retrenchment of the men concerned? 

(c) Is it a fact that one of the men (an Indian! retrenched by the Army 
Secretary bad less than 20 years’ service at the time of retrenchment? 

(d) Is it a fact that in the Arm\ Department extensions of service have 
been granted to a man belonging to the European community for the last 
five years and another extension of sen ice after the age of GO has been 
granted ? 

(e) Will Government explain vih\ the appointment mentioned in part 
(d) was not retrenched m preference to that mentioned in part (c)? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) 12 appointments were rctri liclicd ; 9 men were 
discharged and 3 vacant posts were not tilled up 

(b) A statement is laid on the table. 

(c) and (d). Yes. 

(r) The European dork m question w as recruited at the age of 43, and 
has. therefore, only 17 years’ service. He is a clerk of outstanding ability 
and industry. He was retained at the time of retrenchment, and has been 
given his latest extension entirely in the interests of efficiency. Under 
Fundamental Buie f>0, a ministerial servant should ordinarily he retained 
in the service, if he continues to he efficient, up to the age of GO and may 
be retained thereafter in very special circumstances, which have to be 
recorded in writing. I lav on the table a copy of the order recorded at the 
time that the extension in question was granted. The selection of indi¬ 
viduals for retrenchment was carried out, in conformity with the principles 
laid down by Government, by a Committee consisting of all the officers in 
the Department, whose conclusions in each case were unanimous. The 
clerk referred to in part (c) of the question was the only clerk with lens than 
20 years’ service who was retrenched He was discharged on the first of 
the grounds laid down for compulsory retirement, viz., his work was 
considered to he so consistently unsatisfactory that to retain him on the 
cadre, while others were discharged from it, would have been unjustifiable. 
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Statement showing the aye, length of service and salary of the personnel retrenched from the 

Army Department. 


Serial 

No. 

Name. 



i 

Age. 

Length 

ot 

service. 

Salary 

per 

inonsem. 






Y. 

M. 

Y. 

M. 

lis. 

1 

Mr. A. P. Hates 


• 


.73 

5 

31 

7 

1,000 

2 

K. S., H. H. Ghosh . 


• 


f>0 

9 

27 

5 

800 

3 

K. S., S. JJanoijoc 




51 

0 

27 

7 

800 

4 

Mr. W. G. Mur lend . 




50 

11 

32 

10 

760 

r> 

Mr. K. A. l’eioira 




43 

4 

24 

8 

500 

0 

Mi. G. I. Cmdifh* 




48 

3 

29 

5 | 

365 

7 

Mr. N. C. Hunorjoe . 




50 

1 i 

20 

o 

260 

8 

Mr. I). N. Hose 


. 

. 

40 

0 

15 

4 

260 

9 

Mr M. N. Hanoi jc»<* . 



• 

40 

4 

24 

9 

196 


Fundamental Unit 56 (6) 

'1 ho giant oi an extension to a ministerial servant alter lie attain- the age of 
60. (an onh Ik* .sain t toned tor vciv except tonal icason>, which must b« recorded in 
vvi it mg 

2. Mi S \s great handicap lias been the fact that he entered Government set vice 
when lie was 43 vears old. and has thus got only 17 yeats' qualifying service to his 
credit Had he stalled service at the normal age he would no doubt have been at 
least in the Superintendent's grade nv now * Although 60 years of age. lie is in 
full vigour and in the best ot health and bodilv condition Perhaps it 
would not be out ot place to mention that last winter he met with a .seiiou- motor 
accident. when he v.a- knocked down senseless bv a pa-sing motor tar; but this icci- 
dent has not in the len-t affcited hi- physical or mental londition lie js extremely 
usetul. and it is contemplated, when another Upper Time scale as-istant proceeds on 
long leave next March, to place him in charge ot a Section We have recently carried 
out heavy ietrein hnients in the office establishment, and have -till to reduce three 
more First Division appointments gradually on the occurrence of vacancies. So that, 
if Mi S. is made to retire, no replacement would be permissible m his place \Yith 
the retremhnients that have already been made, it would not be m the public interest 
to dispense with the service- of tins fully trained and very useful assistant at the 
present moment. 

(Sd ) A. P DUBE 

r>th Fthrvnn/ lO.lj 

I agree, for the above reason-, th.it Mr S should be granted a vear s extension 
from Ihe date on which he attains the age of 60 

(Rd.) G M M)UXG. 

16th Fehruan/ 19 7 

* I agree: his work and particularly hi« noting are of an unusually high staud.ml. 

(SdA G M YOUNG 

Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: Max- I know the special 
circumstances under which a man over 60 was entertained. 

Mr. Q-. M. Young: I have just) laid a copy of the order on the table. 
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Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: Will the Honourable Member 
kindly enlighten the House on the order? 

Mr. G. M. Young: I have laid a copy of the order on the table of the 
House. That is the best way, 1 tlnnh. of enlightening the House. 

Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: What were the special 
reasons*? 

Mr. G. M. Young: The\ are given in the orders 1 am placing on the 
table. 

Gommtnal Composition of the .Estyblisumknt and C\sn Sections 
OF THE Ak.MY DhJWKTMENT. 

893. *Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: (a) Will Government 
he pleased to state whether the work relating to recruitment, discharge, 
promotion, etc., of clerks in the Arm\ Department and ollices subordinate 
to it is done in tlie Establishment or Cash Section? 

(b) Will Government state the communal composition of the establish¬ 
ment of the sections mentioned above’’ 

(c) Is it a fact that within the memory of the present generation the 
charge of any of the sections mentioned above was never held by a 
Muslim ? 

(d) Is it a fact that Muslims have been excluded from the Establish-, 
ment or Cash sections of the Arrm Department, the Adjutant General's 
’Branch, the Penal \j»' Tnrce Hindquarters, the Military Secretary’s 
Branch, the office of the Judge Advocate General, the office of the Assistant 
Director of Ordnance Services (Provision), and the Contract Directorate? 

(e) Is it a fact that there is only one. Muslim clerk in the Cash sections 
of each of the General Staff Branch, the Quartermaster General’s Branch 
and the Engineer-in-Chief’s Branch? 

(/) Is it a fact that amongst the 12 recipients of the Cashier’s allowance 
under the Army Department there is only one Muslim? 

(9) T*'" e Government authorised the Army Department to follow a 
policy whereby Muslims should lie excluded from establishment or Cash 
sections ? If so, why ? 

(h) Are Government prepared to consider the desirability of instructing 
the Army Department so to arrange things by inter-sectional transfers that 
at least one-third of the appointments of the establishment and Cash 
sections under him are given to Muslims? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) Yes. 

(b) A statement is laid on the table. 

(r) The reph is in the negative. One Muslim held such a post 
recently. 

(d) No, Sir. 

The reply is in the affirmative so far as the Engineer-m-Ohief’s 
Branch is concerned. There is no separate cash section in cither of the 
other Branches. 

(/) Yes. 

(g) Certainly not. 

(h) No, Sir. 
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Statement show my the communal composition of the sections in the Army Department, 
Army anti Royal Air Force Ifcarlquarters, dealing with establishments. 


Office. 

j Hindus. 

! 

i % 


•i 

| 

O £ 

Tp.j 

i 



1 

J 

: 1 

7 

'J 


5 

a 

c-l 

Army Department 

» 

! 

I i 





9 

Henoral Staff Branch 

! S 

i •> 


1 


1 

11 

Adjutant ({imemF* Branch 

{(iik hiding 
j 1 Short - 
ha rid- 
w ritor). 

i 

i ’ * 

i 

i 

1 

i 

i 

1 



7 

•Qiiartcrmasti r (JeneraU** Bran* b 
Master tJencral of Ordnamr 

10 

’ 10 

’ i 

1 1 

•• 

t3 i 

25 

Branch ... 

r» 




l i 

• ■ j 

7 

Military Hoc rotary's Brunch 

j 




i 

- -1 


2 

Engineor-in-Chiefa Branch 

1 I 

l 



i 1 


3 

Medical Direr t mate . 

3 





, 

3 

dudi^e Ad\ ocutc CeneraUs Brain h 
Assistant Military Seerotary 

i 




• • i 


I 

( Personal ) . . 


l 


% 

i 


1 

Director of Contracts 

Assistant Director of Ordnance 

:t 




! 


3 

Service* (Provision) 

2 




•. 


2 

JRoyal Air Force Headquarters 

10 

‘ 3 1 

3 

l 


* * , 

17 


* Th«* work is done in one of the ^i\ sub-sections, 
t 2 Europeans. 1 .Tain. 

J The section is known us tin* Central section. 


Definition of “ Inefficiency " for Purposes of Retrenchment. 

894. * Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: (a) Have Government 
prescribed that one of the grounds on which permanent Government 
servants may bo retrenched is inefficiency? 

( b ) Will Government state whether there have recently be.en any 
instances in which permanent Government servants have been retrenched 
for inefficiency? If so, will Government state the criteria by which the 
inefficiency of the retrenched men was determined? 

(c) Do Government propose to consider the desirability of prescribing 
definitely what should constitute 4 ‘inefficiency’* for purposes of retrench¬ 
ing a permanent Government servant? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) Yes, it has been laid down that 
the firs*t category of selection for discharge shall include those officers whose 
work is considered to be so consistently unsatisfactory that to retain them 
in service while others are discharged would be unjustifiable. It muat, of 
course, bo understood that Government servants are being retrenched on 
other grounds and no assumption of inefficiency attaches to retrenchment. 

(b) The answer to the first part is that this criterion for selecting 
individuals for discharge has been applied. As* regards the second part, no 
criterion beyond that already stated has been or can be laid down. The 
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decision as to what constitutes inefficiency must necessarily depend upon 
tho past record of the officer concerned and the judgment and experience of 
those officers who are competent to select men for discharge in their 
departments. 

(c) As 1 have already indicated, the course suggested b\ the Honourable 
Member is impracticable. 

Reduction of Simla House Bent Allowance. 

895. *Mr. N. R. Gunjal: (a) Is it a fact that Government contemplate 
to reduce the Simla house rent allowance by ten per cent.? 

(b) Are Government aware that most of the Government of India sub¬ 
ordinates have leased their houses for a further period of one \ear at the 
same old rentals? 

(c) Are Government aware that most of the landlords, when approached, 
have refused to curtail the rents charged? 

(d) Is it a fact that Government do not contemplate to reimpose the 
House, Accommodation Act and that the pay of their subordinates has been 
reduced by ten per cent. ? 

(c) If the replies to parts (a) to (d) above be in the affirmative, are Gov¬ 
ernment prepared to leave the Simla house rent allowance untouched? 
If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: (a) No such action is at present 
under contemplation 

( b ) and (r). Government have no information. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) Does not arb<e. 


Notice under the Emergency Powers Ordinance served on Mukti- 

Kifayatlllau. 

89G. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: (a) Is it a fact that a notice under sec¬ 
tion 4 of the Emergency Powers Ordinance II ol 1932, was served on 
Mufti Kifuyutulhih, in Delhi the other day ? li so, win? Can a copy 
of it be laid on the table? 

( b) Is Mufti Kifayatullah President of the All-India Jamlat-ul- 
Ulcma ? If he is guilty of any offence, why do not Government bring 
him tc trial under ordinary law? 

(c) Is it a fact that Government considered bis visit to the North-West 
^Frontier Province undesirable? Is it a fact that an invitation to visit the 
Frontier Province was extended onlv to those gentlemen, w h i were consi¬ 
dered “safe” from the Government point of view? , 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) Yes. The reasons are stated in 

the order of which a copy is placed on the table. 

(b) Yes. Mufti Kifavatullah, having aeted in eontra\ention of the order, 
was arrested on the 11th March, 1932, and has been prosecuted and con- 
\icted under section 21 of the Emergency Powders Ordinance. 
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(c) Yes. The reply to the latter part of the question is “no*’. 


The following onlei *ny the Deputy ( ommission**i, Delhi, was served on Kifayat 
DllafTof Delhi on Wednesday the 9th of March, 1932 : 

“Whoio.is tin* Chief ConiTins^ioiiei of Delhi has invented me with powers to 
issue orders under section 4 (1) of the Emergency Powers Ordinance IT of 
1932 and whereas, 1 am satisfied that there are reason aide grounds fo- me 
to lake action against you, Kilay.it Ullah, I jo Mi because you have continually delivered 
bitter speeches against 0o\eminent to influence members oi your community and 
because it is learnt that you and yo 11 r co workers lontemplate issuing a pioclamatum 
or statement attar king Government now therefore T direct that you shall abstain 
henceforward frail act mg jn a inaimej prejudicial to public safety or peace or in 
iurther.mce of any' movement prejudicial to puolic safety or peace and from any 
form of anti-Government action oi propaganda whatever Any contravention of 
these orders is punishable under section 21 of the Ordinance with imprisonment which 
may extend to two years or with fine or v it li both 


Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: May T know why the intended visit of this 
gentleman was* considered undesirable 9 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: pThe vi-it was considered undesir¬ 
able because it was believed that it would be prejudicial to law and order. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Is it- a fact that the visit was considered un¬ 
desirable because he is not in the, good books of Government, as some others 
who were united*.’ 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: No 

Sardar Sant Singh: Ma\ I ask win Government put a ban on thp visit 
of those gentlemen who give the other side of the picture? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: I think the Honourable Member’s 
question is rather in the nature of an argument than one calling for 
information. 

Visit of Mu r L\N.\ Shaukat Alt to the North-West Frontier Province. 

897. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: (a) Did Mauhina Shaukat Ali apply for 
permission to visit the North-West Frontier Frovinee recently? Was he 
allowed to visit the Frontier Frovinee under any conditions? If so, 
what ? 

(b) Will Government kindly hn on the table the correspondence, if any, 
that might have passed between flic authorities and Maulona Shaukat Ali, 
relating to his visit to the Frontier Frovinee? 

(c) Are Government aware that black flags were shown to Mnulana 
Shaukat- Ali, at some of tin* places, such as Ohnrsndda and others, which 
were visited bv him during his recent tour in the North-West Frontier Pro¬ 
vince? How many persons were arrested for carrying black flags; and 
under what law have they been dealt with? Is it an offence to carry black 
flags to greet an unwelcome visitor? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: (a) No, Sir. 

(V) There was no such correspondence. 
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(r) Government are not- aware of black fiagw having been shown in any 
of the places visited by Maul ana Sliankat Ali or of any arrests made on 
this account. The remainder of the question therefore does not arise. 

Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi: Are the Government aware that the 
movements of Maulana Shaukat Ali lunc been brought to the notice of 
this House because he is opposed to the movement of uon-co-operation at 
this stage and has the courage to proclaim it from the housetops and to 
act in accordance wjth his convictions? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: Government have no information, Sir (Laughter). 

Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury: Is the Government aware that a magni¬ 
ficent reception was accorded to Maulana Shaukat Ah when he arrived at 
the Peshawar station h\ all sections of the Muhammadan community? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: l have seen a statement to that effect in the Press, 
Sir. 

Mr. G-aya Prasad Singh: Will the Foreign and Political Department 
kindh ascertain the actual facts so that a proper certificate of good conduct 
may be accorded to Maulana Shaukat Ali? 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Is it the business of the Foreign and Political De- 
partmont to inquire whether a reception \\ ik or was not given to a parti¬ 
cular individual at am rmlwux station in Lritndi India^ 

Sardar Sant Singh: Is it u fact that M.uikm.i Shaukat \h was not 
allowed t<v address a Muslim mret.m; at Lahore*' 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: May 1 u-k wh\ M.mlana Shaukat Ali was 
allowed to go in the Frontier .iItTi**nuli la did not <ippb tor ]n niiSMim 
whereas some other gent leim n v ho did ippK tor permission were refused 
•such permission? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: I lu\r uotlmii to .idd t., the mt-nu.it,on whi.-h Ims 
already been given to the House 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: Will (lov. rnm- nt he pleased to st.de whether 
the\ w Y ill give permission to m\ Honourable friend, Mr Gn\a Prasad Singh, 
to visit- the VoWh-WcM Frontier Province** 

Sir Evelyn Howell: Permission is not required, Sir 
Saving on account of the abolition of the Post of Assistant Director 

OF iNTELIJtiENCE, INDIAN STORES DEPARTMENT 

808. ♦Sarda* Sant Singh: Will Government please refer m page *1 of 
the Administration Deport of the Indian Stores Department for the ;>car 
1930-31, where a saving of Ps. 2,000 has been shown on account of the 
abolition of the post of Assistant Director of Intelligence, and state how 
this saving has been arrived at ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore: The saving referred to by the Hon¬ 
ourable Member is the result of the re-organisation in the Indian Stores 
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Department expl{lined in paragraph 10 of the Administration Report of that 
Department for 1930-31, which includes inter alia the abolition of the post 
of Assistant Director of Intelligence. A statement indicating how this 
saving has been arrived at is laid on the table. 


Statement showing the financial effect of the re-organisation in the Indian Stores Department 
referred to in paragraph 10 of the Administration Report of that Department for 1030-31. 



Average cost, 
per month. 

Abolition of the cost of: 

Rs. a. r. 

(a) Assistant Chief Controller of Stores, Indian Stores 
Department on Rs 1,000—50—1,2SO • 

1,168 4 0 

(6) Assistant Director of Intelligence, Indian Stores De- 
partment on Ks 1,000 - 50 - 1,200 . • • 

1,160 0 o 

[c) Chief Superintendent, Indian Stores Department on 
J<h. 000- 40—800 . 

7 50 6 5 


3.087 10 5 

Creation of the posts of: 


(a) Deputy Director ot \dmiiiistrut inn and Intelligente 
Indian Stores Dopaitment on Ks. 1,500— 13 — 
1.800 . 

1.711 8 0 

(b) As-.iHt.mt Director ot \drniiii-a rat ion and Intelligence, 
Indian Stores Department on 1C I.O0O-5U— 
1,200 . . . . 

1,100 0 0 

DiUeiein c (S»\ mg» 

2,010 s 0 
177 2 5 

O? 

p«*i mensem 
2.127 13 0 


p* r annum. 


DoMiriLh ok Mu. J. S. Pitkitathia. (’i»u:r ( ontkmlijiu or Storks, Indian 
Storks 1')ki* uitmkvi. 

S99. *Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Aiv Government aw arc that the d amcilo 
of Mr ,1 S ihtkeailiK. Clnet Coiitr)lk*r <t Stores Indian Sluivs De¬ 
partment, was adapted as European on iis uwn statement, while m the 
case o| other gazetted ollieer^ tlie\ had to pto\e this b\ documentary 
evidence ? 

(Ij) Are Government aw.»re that Air lhtkeathh is domiciled m India l 
If so, what d-» tin \ propose to d» m this matter A 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: (a) No. 

(h) Mr IVkeathlv is not domiciled in India 

Traveu.im; \m> Horst: Pent Allow wct.n. 

9(H). *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: pi) U 1 * :i iaet Unit the Delhi moving allow¬ 
ance granted to All 11 \ Headquarter- e-tuhlislinienl i- -ubject to 10 per cent, 
cut? 

(b) Will Government please stale whether tho Simla house rent allow¬ 
ance stands on the same footing as the Delhi moving allowance? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: (a) Yes 

(6) No. 
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The Indian National Congress. 

901. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government please state whether 
they have declared the Indian National Congress as an unlawful organi¬ 
sation ? 

(b) Are Government aware that the creed of the Indian National 
Congress, viz , “the attainment of Swaraj by all peaceful and legitimate 
means” is alone mandatory? 

(c) Are Government aware tLut the programme of the Indian National 
Congress has been changed from time to time at its annual session? 

(d) Are not Government aware that the resolutions accepted in tho 
Indian National Congress are recommendatory and not mandatory like its 
creed ? 

(r) Will Government please state if they intend to prevent the regular 
session of the Indian National Congress being held this year, as announced, 
at Puri? If so, why? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: (</> The Indian National Congress 
l.a* not been declared an unlawful association. 

(h) If the Honourable Member has rightly stated the position, ho 
will. I think, agree with me that the civil disobedience movement is 
moons stent with the mandate 

(r) and (d). I note* the Honourable Member s suggestions on these' 
points 

(r) Until the question arises jn a practical form Government do jot. 
propose to come to am decision m regard to it 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Will the Honourable Member be pleased to 
state it the Government have laid rlo»\n anv nih s categorically showing 
which acts of the Indian National Congress would he considered illegal.' 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: \\». St. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Is it a fact that the present Dictator of the Indian 
National Congress is at the present moment acting in the closest co-opera¬ 
tion with Government and is a guest nl the present moment of one of the 
Members of the Governor General's Executive Council at New Delhi? 

Will Government he pleased to state as to whether it is noi fact 
that the Presidents ot the Indian National Congress, almost all of them, 
have one after another been arrested and detained m custody, and if so, 
what is the reason for treating the present President differently? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: I think, Sir, tin's question is more 
in the nature of an argument than one calling for informal ion 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: May I ask if it is contemplated to arrest, the 
said President ns soon as she loaves the precincts of the Honourable the 
Executive Councillor’s residence? 


The Honourable Sir James Crerar: I have not considered it. 
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Sardar Sant Singh: Has the present President been served with any 
notice vet under the Emergency Powers Ordinance? 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: Will Government he pleased to consider the 
advisability of appointing Mrs. Sarojini Xaidu—the acting President of 
the Congress—as a peace emissary to meet Mahatma Gandhi with a view 
to bringing about a happy settlement of the national situation? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: The Honourable Member's sugges¬ 
tion is an interesting one. 

Mr. LalChand Navalrai: Will the Honourable Member be prepared 
to state whether when tile Congress holds a meeting and there 
are bystanders who are onh standing to see what is going on, the latter 
are also liable for arrest? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: It depends a great deal, Sir, on the 
conduct of tlie b\ slanders. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: k u n ta< t that the Chairman oi the Peception 
Committee o! tin* ne\t Congress has bet n sent to Ha/anbagh jail so that 
Ine Congress max not k lield this xear*' 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: 1 did not mute rateh tie- Honourable 

1 m mk t s tjiif'-tiou 


Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: k it .. t.n-t ih». ik- ( kumum oi the Meeeptmn 
('ni.euit ti i oi tin* l‘un is m Ha/anbagh |.ul - imim*i\. Pundit 

\I'aKanth.i Ha- a former \innk r ul tin Assemhlx--mid are the Govern- 
mh ni go'iig to r* h as<> lm>j i]) nrdi r to ptrnut oi the session of the 
Congress being held at Puri* 1 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: I mint ask tor notice of tin qm*s- 
i on 

Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury: k it not a tact that ordeis under the 
fanergeiiex Poweis (Inluiaiiee were never issued on anx President inime- 
d’ati*lx on the assumption ot the duties nt the Presidentship but that 
there has been some intcrx’al between 11 n v issue nf the order under the 
fanergi nex Powers Ordmnm e and the ,isHini]>tii)n of the duties of the 
office t 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: I am verx -*»rr> I could not follow 
lie Honourable Member's question 

Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury: k it not .» faet that there lias always 
ken. an interval between the assumption of the didies of the Congress 
President and the pacing of an order under the Kmergoncv Ordinance 
in the ease of previous Presidents 0 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: r must ask thr Honourable Mem- 
ber to give me notiee. 


© 
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Mr. H. P. Mody: If the Indian National Congress i» not an unlawful 
assoc.alion, will Government be pleased to state whether there is any 
special reason for showing such marked hospitality to all the Presidents 
of the Congress? (.4a Honourable Member. “Hospitality” or “hostility”?) 


Promotion of Indian Printers trained in England. 

902. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government be pleased to state how 
many apprentices sent to England for training as printers for employment 
in the Government of India Presses have* returned after completing their 
course and how many are still under training in India and in England? 

(h) is it a fact that the posts oi Assistant Managers in the Government 
oi India Presses at Simla and Aligarh have been lying vacant for the last 
loin oi li\e yeuis and none ol the 1 Midland-returned men ha\o yet been 
piunded foj m those post*’ 1 

p ) Is it a lact 1 hat a l'mie-Cheeker and Section Ho’dei of tJi#• Simla 
Pie v i m \ i been oilu i.iimg .is* Assistant Managers lor ilu last «• \ ■ d yenib 
Ml -'ll j-i 1 s, ^|,||| VI* till Kludaiul-IVt 111 h< <1 men ’ 

(d) An- Government aware that gnat U s.«, .nti id pievaijv im.aig the 
i|ii ditied Kngiaiui-ietinne.i nun owing to dun not h* mg <jiv.n officiating 
I '-.ilH'i > as \- -‘5.. 1.1 A J .* I!.. _ ! *■ in til* ( I* |\ eminent ol jnd-a Plrvo, Siml *, 
.Mil Ahg.tllT.' 

(t) Jb it a lacl that lie- i ontrol.'ei o t Punting and Station* i\ lias iv- 
Lditly lecunniundeil wry sin.iiglv t-a tin* eunhimuti »n *>1 the piestnl tein- 
j*uia]y Assistant Manages ol tin Government ol India Presses, S'nda and 
Uigarh, in pieiereiiee to tin highly edneated and technically qualified btaff 
specially trained lot the purpose in England toi tilling the said posts? 

(?j Is it a tact that the Govermmnt «»i India issued uideis to the effect 
that both the officiating Assistant Managers should not be continued in 
their appuiiitineulb ’ It so, will Government be pleased to lay* the papers 
on the table? 

( g) Is it a fact that the present Assistant Manager of the Aligarh Press 
was punished and transfened from the Simla Press V li s** f for what 
reasons was the punishment awarded? 

(/i) It the reply to the preceding questions he in the afhimatiw, will 
Government he pleaded to state whether they propose to revert tin present 
official me meumheiits to tin n suhstanti\< ippomtmenU and fill tin* posts 
immediately hy tlie Encland-ret umed -fall 1 It si, wliat step- do they 
propose to tala ' 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: pu Tim e appr* ntiee.s sent to 
England for training have returned and three are - ill under training in 
England 1 should, however, point out that no guarantee is given to 
af prentices undei training in England that thev will la* appointed to 
Government of India Pj esses Koui apprenflees .in now under training 
»n the Calcutta Press 

(h) and {( > Prew employees whose permanent appointments arc time- 
checker and section-holder have tor some years been officiating as Assistant. 
Managers in the Simla and Aligarh Presses No apprentice returned 
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from England has been appointed to the*c posts, but no question of super- 
session arises as they have no prescriptive claim to such appointments and 
have been provided for elsewhere. , 

(d) Government have no information 

(e) and (/). Government are not prepared to disclose the nature of the 
recommendations made by the Controller or their orders thereupon. 

(q) The 1 present Assistant Manager of the Aligarh Press was transferred 
from the Simla Press on account of his connection, through bis family, 
with a private press in Simla. 

(h) Does not arise 

Qualifications of the Officiating Assistant Managers of the Simla 
and Alioarii Government of Tnpia Presses. 

003. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: What are the educational qualifications of the 

present olJicialmg Assistant Manageis oi v 1 it Sind i and Aligarh Presses 

and those <<f the Kugl.iTid-tt.uneri slab } 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: n tin tie, ,,i-n \ h«. t. • been 

i . Im d « I I't.L ’ 1 1 >• i . I id \ 1 )* • 1 1 1 1 • v t > ■) |>i. r., li ID I i > ( i til .el It t *1 

I • <! 1’n - - i *r -In. t> - .i.d nil* 1 1 .- }•.:—■! t Jntt I”iedi.ite 

i ..o i’o.iI i -i. 11 1 \ 1 1 ' < io* . i« n,. nt h . \ t lid ml a h* it a n m u i 1 1 i iu iduea- 

’ ..1 (pi ! } - i» ‘*ii ■’ i U .1 ’ it n \ *i .nt M ii r- tli-- lNeu : .i .md 

.r |, I’m . 

Kent i ki i: Qixrter* or rm: Oijhiatino Annm \nt Mwuikh. 

(»o\ KRN MENT OK INDIA PRES* ALIGARH 

P 04 . *Mr. S. C. Mitra: Is n a fact that the otficiating Assistant 
Manager of the Aligarh Press is allowed a rent-free bungalow whereas the 
England-returned trained start is deprived of tins concession and not given 
mi\ house lent m lieu * 1 It so why ’. 1 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: A**i*t mt Managers m the Gov¬ 
ernment oi India Presses are not entitled to rent-tree quarter* The 
\*M*tant Man.iger in tin Mig.irb Pre<* h.i* hitlerto been allowed rent- 
*o . iieeumniodal ion .s Ii,* w a* r» qu.red to hv« in tin* pie?m*r* <:} the 
pr*-ss m eonneetion with hi* duties in the Posi .,1 Workshop There is no 
qinstjon <>i di*enmmatme in the m.<tt.*r oi (lie giant of rent-free quarters 
ia tw* tn .m\ iirtiier* who m ,\ in .ipiMiuited -is Assistant M.m.ii.nr* In 
' i* w t•* tie n * t m ibolitmu «■* tl»< Postal \\\»» l»*hup the qu« stinn ot wuh 
or iw mg the e* nee-*ii»n ot 11 ni tr* «• .,'iarterv inm tilt* \ssist.mt Manager 
v: Wig.oh i* mid« r eon*ider.it on 

Quarters of certain Prisoners in the Drum -!\il 

905 *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (./< Will Government please state the number 
of prisoners who arc being detained in the Delhi Jail under the Emergency 
Powers Ordinance? 

(b) Is it a fact that these prisoners, among whom are included 
Mr Asaf All, Bar-at-Law. L Desli Bandhu Diveclor of the TV/. and 
Mr. Raghunandan Saran, M A (Cantab ). arc being ke.pt in an ordinary 
mud-plastered barrack with a small courtyard and that the barrack is not 
even provided with cross ventilation and other facilities? 

c! 
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(c) Is it a fact that the above-mentioned pr soners have been segregated 
from all other political prisoners? If so, why? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: (a) At the end of February the num¬ 
ber was 8. i 

(b) No. The prisoners m question lui\e ample and comfortable 
accommodation, with two courtv urda There is no want of ventilation. 

(c) Yes, for purposes of discipline. , 

Allowances and Treatment of Prisoners in Delhi. 

906. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) What allowance, if any, is being provided 
for the prisoners in Delhi under the Emergency Powers Ordinance and 
their families? 

(b) What facilities are being provided to them for exercise, recreation 
and study? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: (a) No such allowance is given 

(/>) Two tnirlv spacious court \.ink are ,i\ their disposal affording ample 
room for exercise In addition, the\ have been permitted to walk on the 
jail lawn in front of their barrack for half to three quarters of an hour 
cverv evening .liter lock up time Tlie\ have been allowed to have all 
the book- and nadnii. in.0Ui.il lhe\ ih sjiv -uhji • i to ccnvurslop In the 
jail authontirs 

Facilities for Prisoners detuned i nder the Emergency Powers 

Orpin \nce. 

107. *Mr S C Mitra: («/) \\ ,1 1 (.■- •■nmiont please stale whether 
detent no end'” the Thm flpenev Pt.'-Ts ‘ »• d 'Unne*. is mere detention or 
punishin nt *’ 

(b) II tiM lunni r, will Government pi* as. -t.. t. whether all the fa.-ilitics* 
avail.ible to those ordm.mlv detained ai« U\i*n t«. lie above prisoners? Il 
not, whv not ,J 

(c) Do Government propose to issue inst net ions that all '-neb faci 
lilies should he immediately provided to them* 1 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: pn lMmti.,n under scot ion -»t 

the Fin. rgt’iie,' Powiis t Irdiinmee is nut .i judicial punishment 

ih) and (f ' Tli.- tn atinent nl Mich pel-oils i- matter within the 
•ompetence o* Lnc.il (iovermrients winch 1 have no doubt, is property 
exercised. 


Recall of \ Provision Pass previously in Possession of the Sub¬ 
division \l Officer, North Western Railway. 

908. *Mr S. C. Mitra: (a) Will Government pleu.se slate if it is a 
fact that the Sub-Divisional Officer, North Western Rulwav, Sargodha. has 
been m possess or of a provision pu^s for importing provisions from Lahore? 

( b) Is it n fact that this provision pass was taken awii) from Mr. 
Vasudevan, Sub-Divisional Officer, Sargodha, on the ground that as he 
was an Indian officer, his standard of living was lower than that of a 
European and he did not therefore require the use of a provision pass? 
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(c) Is it a fact that when Mr Vasudevan represented his case he was 
warned by the Divisional Superintendent, Rawalpindi, for insubordination? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: I am obtaining the information required from the 
Agent. North Western Railway, and wffi lay a reply on the table of the 
House in due course 


SUB-LETTING OF A RAILWAY BlTNGALOW IN RAWALPINDI. 

009. *Mr. S. C. Mitra: in) Will Government please state if it is a 
fact that. Mr. V. 0. Raynor took over charge of the office of Divisional 
Transportation, Rawalpindi, on or about the 3rd of November, 1931? 

(ft) Is it a fact, that the Divisional Superintendent, Rawalpindi, recom¬ 
mended to the Agent, North Western Railway, that Mr Raynor might be 
allowed to rent out the bungalow allotted to his post to an outsider and 
himself live elsewhere as he could not afford to pay the rent due to the 
Railway ? 

(r) Is it a fact that the Agent refused to comply with the Divisional 
Superintendent’s request in his letter No 10/5/A. C./0., dated 13th 
November, 1931, stating that this arrangement could not in any circum¬ 
stances be countenanced? 

(d) Is it a fact that inspite of such clear orders the Divisional Superin¬ 
tendent has allowed Mr. Raynor to let out his bungalow to two Military 
Officers, Lt. Neville and another? 

(r) It the answer to the above be m the affirmative, will Government 
please state what action they are going to take against the Divisional 
Superintendent? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: Information w being called for and will be placed on 
the table 


Recruitment of Muslims to Government Departments. 

910. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim : (a) Has the attention of the 
Government of India been directed to certain articles which have appeared 
in the Eastern Times, a Muslim journal of Lahore, and which make 
certain allegations against the Public Service CommisMon in respect of 
examinations conducted bv that body for recruitment to the ministerial 
establishment of the Government of India? 

(ft) Is it a fact that under the orders of the Government of India, a 
certain number of vacancies was reserved for Muslims in the 1931 examina¬ 
tion for such recruitment? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Commission were unable to obtain the requisite 
number of qualified Muslim candidates to fill these vacancies? 

( d ) I& it a fact that the Commission did not communicate to the Army 
Department (who were principally concerned) the orders of the Government 
of India issued in July, 1931 regarding the method of filling posts for which 
qualified Muslims were not available? 

(e) Ts it true that the Commission fixed a higher qualifying mark for 
the 1931 examination than for the preceding examination in 1926? 
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(/) Is it true that in 1926 the Commission reduced the qualifying marks 
for the benefit of the Muslim candidates but did not make a similar reduc¬ 
tion in 1931? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: (a) Yv> 

(b) Ves 

(c) Yes Orders were issued that unqualified Muslims should he 

allowed to continue to hold temporarily permanent vacancies reserved 
tor members of that community until qualitied Muslim candidates are 
mailable ( 

(<I) it is not the business ol the Commission to eommunieate or eir< u- 
late the order-- of departments of the Government of India In this ease 
the Home Department circulated the orders m the ordinary course. 

(<■) The quality mg mark in 1920 wms 43 2'3 per <*t‘nt (100 out of 375) 

against 40 per cent (200 out ol 500) m 1931 Consequently the 

qualifying mark m 1931 was proportionated\ lower 

(/) No I would invite the attention of the Honourable Member to the 
reply I gave on the 16th instant to part (<1) of question No $26, asked 
t\ Maulvi Suy\ id Murtu/n Salieb Bahadur 

Promotion of Guards on tue North Western Railway. 

91L *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: ( a) Will Government bo pleased to 
state ■ 

(i) tlie number of posts of Guards grades IV, III, and II on North 

Western Railway in the year 1920-27, and 

(ii) the number of posts in the various* grades at present? 

( b ) Is it proposed to reduce further the strength of higher classes, namely 
grades III and IV? If so, to what extent? 

(c) What are the reasons for deereasi in the strength, if anv, in grades 
III and IV? , 

(d) How does the decrease compare with oilier classes of service on the 
North Western Railway? 

( c ) Is it a fact that grades III and IV guards posts are largely manned 
by Anglo-Indians and Europeans? 

(/) Are Government aware that a large majority of guards grade II 
have been waiting at the maximum pay of the grade for several years, and 
that some of them have even been blocked for seven to eight years? 

(g) What steps do Government propose f*o take to ensure proper chances 
for promotion of grade II guards to grade III and onwards*? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: I have called for information from the Agent, North 
Western Railway, and will lax a reply on the table on its receipt. 

Allowances and Duties of Guards on the North Western Railway. 

912. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
if it is a fact that the rates of allowance per 100 miles paid to guards differ 
according to the pay of tlie employee ? 

(b) Is .t a fact that the grades III and IV guards on the North Western 
Railway are able to earn more mileage than the guards in grade II? 
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(«•) Do Government propose to suggest to the North Western Railway 
Administration so to arrange- the duties of guards in various grades that 
Uiey run nearly equal mileage, in a month? , 

Mr. F. R. Rau: (a) Yes 

(/;) and (rj. (lovernment have no lntorniation hut will bring the Honour¬ 
able Member's question to the notice fit the Agent. 

Belated Claims of ex-Military Men to Pay, Pension, etc. 

913. *Mr. Lalch&nd Navalrai: («) With reference to the answer given 
to parts (</) (b) and (f) of the unstarred question No 91 on the 23rd 
February, 1932, v\ill Government please state whether it is a fact that 
under the provisions of paragraph 44 of Financial Regulations for the 
Army in India, Part I. belated claims of ex-military officers, etc., in 
respect of arrears of their pay, pension, allowances, etc., are being enter¬ 
tained by the authorities concerned, if the cause of delay in submission of 
claim is satisfactory ? 

(If) Is it not n fact that under the provisions of para. 809 of Regulations 
for the Army in India (1930 Edition), service records of discharged 
soldiers are kept for a period of 25 years, from the date of their discharge? 
If so. why are the records pertaining to their accounts in respect of out¬ 
standing credit balances, etc , not kept for that period? 

(c) Is it a fact that the names of officers who hold the records of 
disbanded units have been widely published in all vernacular papers of the 
different languages of India, and also bv pasting posters at open public 
places, especially m towns and villages ? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) Yes 

(b) Yes The accounts records are much bulkier than service records 
and it is not possible to retain them for the same period as the latter. 
Under the existing regulations, pay accounts records of soldiers are required 
to bo retained for five years, hut pay accounts for the months of June and 
December in each year are retained for 30 years for purposes of reference 
and verification. 

(r) No such publication was undertaken by Army Headquarters If 
there was any it must have been done by local authorities 

Credit Balances due to Members of Transport Units, Labour Corps 

etc. 

914. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will Government please refer to 
the answer to unstarred question No. 92 (a) of 23rd February 1932, and 
say >f it is not a fact that while preparing the lists of oustanding credit 
balances due to persons of Animal Transport Units, Labour Corps and 
Mechanical Transport Units, the following dues are not included therein 
by the authorities concerned • (i) sen ice gratuity, (ii) war gratuity and (iii) 
kran exchange compensation for the period of their service in Persia, if 
any ? 

(b) Do Government contemplate, in the case of persons so affected, 
to make the omission good by adding these dues in the lists of outstanding 
credit balances now? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) No, Sir. 

(b) Daes not arise. 
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Transfer of Postal Officials in the Punjab anj> North-West Frontier 
Province Postal Circle. 

202. Mr. S. C. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that in the Punjab and the North- 
West Frontier Province Postal Circle transfers oi post office officials of th«* 
selection grade hn\e been suspended of late except in eases in which trans¬ 
fers are necessary in the interest of service? 

( b ) Are there any orders that transfers ot officials ol the* selection grade 
to certain stations be made m communal proportion? 

(<') If the reply to part (</) be in the affirmative, and to part (b) in the 
negative, will Government please state why the Muslim officials are still 
being transferred, namely, tile translers to Lahore (Head Office) ot Messrs. 
Jan Mohammed, Mulihuh All, Mohammed Azmi, Mohammed Wazir and 
Khan Sahib Bashir Hussain ! Is there am justification ior these transfers? 

Mr. T. Ryan: (</) It is a tact that owing to tin* present financial 
stringency, transfers from certain posts which normally arc due to take 
place periodically have been restricted. 

(h) No 

(<*) The transfers in question were made by the Postmaster General in 
the interests of the service in two eases, and, at tin* request of those 
concerned without expense to the State, in the other cases. 

Reversion to Substantive Appointments of certain Postal Officials 
in the Punjab and North-West Frontier Province Postal Circle. 

203. Mr. S. C. Mitra: (r;) Is it a fact that in the Punjab and North- 
West Frontier Province all Postal Circle officials of tin* time-scale of pay, 
who are officiating m the selection grades, were reverted to their substantive 
appointments a few months back in order to make room ior permanent 
officials oi the selection grade, whose posts were brought under reduction 
and also for Inspectors of Post Offices whose; posts were held in abeyance? 

(b) Is it a fact that some oi the Inspectors, whose posts were held in 
abeyance, w T ere posted in the selection grade posts in the general line m 
the Circle in leave vacancies? 

(r) Is it a fact that there still remain many such Inspectors whose 
posts have been held in abeyance but who have not been provided tor for 
want of vacancies? 

(d) If the reply to part (r) be m the affirmative, will Government please 
state why a clerk of Wazirabad Post Office, officiating as Town Inspector 
at Lahore, lias not been reverted to hib post ? 

Mr. T. Ryan: Enquiries are being made and a reply will be placed on 
the table. 

Training of Apprentices in the Rifle Factory at Istiapore. 

204. Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Has the attention of Government been 
drawn to the article with the heading “Apprenticeship m Engineering 
(English method)” published in the Times of India , of 8th December, 

( 2386 ) 
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1927, on page 17, as also 1o that of the “Koval Ordnance Factories Scheme 
for training of Engineers”, dated the 20th January, 1923? If not, will 
Government please refer to them? 

(b) Are Government prepared to reconsider tin ir decision lor curtailing 
the theoretical training of apprentices in the Rifle Factor\ at Ishapore? 

If not, why not? 

Mr. a. M. Young: A replv will he given when copies of the articles 
mentioned In the "Honourable Member have been obtained 


Minimum Marks required for passing into a Hioher Standard in Schools 
in Ajmer-Merwara, Ka.tputana, etc. 

205. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: (a) Will Government please 
state whether it is n fact 

(i) that up to Januarv. 1932, it was a general rule in Government- 

aided High Schools and other schools excepting the Govern¬ 
ment High School, Ajmer, in Ajmer-Merwara, to promote a 
boy to a higher class if he could secure only 33 per cent, of 
the marks allotted in each subject for his examination. 

(ii) that the passing marks in the Government High School were 

3f> per cent, for each subject, 

(in' that the Hoard of Secondary Education for Ajmer-Merwara, 
Rajputana, Central India and Gwalior, has issued a circular 
with the consent of the Ajmer-Merwara, Education Depart¬ 
ment. requiring the Head Masters of all Us affiliated High 
Schools to increase the minimum passing marks from 33 per 
eent. to 40 per cent, for the bo\s of classes V to IX and 50 
per eent. for those of classes III and IV, and 

(iv) that the Head Masters of the said schools have asked the 
guardians of the students reading in their schools to sign the 
conditions of the said circular in the month of February, 
1932? 

(b) Are Government aware that the annual examination of the boys 
reading in the schools referred to in part (a) above will be held in the 
coining month of April, 1932? 

(c) If what are stated in parts (a) and (/») above are facts, will Govern¬ 
ment please.* state what were the reasons winch necessitated the said Board 
to issue such circulars before the eojnn* -ocement of the yearly examina¬ 
tions? 

(d) Will Government please state whether it is a fact that the condi¬ 
tions ot the circular referred to m part (a) above are to be applicable to 
the results of this vear? In ease it is applicable to the examination results 
of this vear, do Government propose to take any action regarding the said 
circular? If so, what? 

Sir Frank Koyce: («) (i) and (ii). Yes. 

(iii) and (iv) of part (a) and parts (b), (r) and (<1) can most conveniently 
be answered together. The Board of High 'School and Intermediate 
Education, Rajputana. Central India and Gwalior had nothing to do with 
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raising the minimum of pass marks for schools m Ajmer-Merwaru The 
facts of the case are as follows 

The Board has nothing to do with examinations of classes lower than 
the l()th (High School). Annual promotion examinations of other classes 
are held by Head Masters of individual institutions who ha\e their own 
standards for promotions The Head Masters of High Schools in Ajmcr- 
Merwara recently formed an Association with a view to secure uniformity 
of standards m the work of all schools, and, at a meeting of the Associa¬ 
tion held sometime m February last, resolved among other things, that 
with a view to securing a uniform standard of class promotions, marks 
normally required for a pass in all subjects should he f>0 per cent in 
classes ITI to V, and -10 per cent in classes VI to IX They also laid 
down rules for promotions by grace The resolution of the Association has 
been accepted by the Superintendent of Education, and is now being cir¬ 
culated to the heads of all recognised schools for guidance It will evi- 
denth be brought into force with effect from the promotion examinations 
of 19W 

It is quite likely that Head Masters of individual schools who are all 
members of the Association may, on the strength of the Resolution rider- 
red to above, have issued circulars to the guardians of students intimating 
the rise in the minimum of pass marks, hut not with the Superintendent 
of Education’s permission There is, however, nothing to prevent the 
Head Masters from raising tin minimum pass marks without consulting 
the Department 


Minimum Pass Marks in Schools in Rajfltana and Delhi 


206. Khan Bahadur BLaji Wajihuddin: (a) Are Government aware that 
Bajputana is the most backward Province as regards educational matters? 

(b) Is it a fact that both the Chairman and Secretary of the Board of 
Secondary Education for Ajmer-Menvara, Ifajputana, Central India and 
Gwalior are outsiders ? 

(c) Is it a fact that in Delhi the passing marks in each subject lor the 
boys are &‘3 per cent in their annual examinations for all classes? If it 
is not so, will Government please state the minimum passing percentage 
for Delhi Province in each subject, which is essential for promotion? 

Sir Frank Noyce: (a) If the Honourable Member refers to Ajmer- 
Menvara, file reply is that it is not educationally the most backward pro¬ 
vince in India. 

(b) Both the Chairman and Secretary of the Board are outsiders, 
but they have great experience of educational work, and in the case of 
the Chairman, local knowledge and experience of Bajputana 

(c) No. In the Delhi Province there is no uniform percentage of pass 
marks for each class or each subject. Usually in the higher classes of 
schools, per cent, is the accepted pass percentage, hut the pass per¬ 
centage may vary in different schools and depends on the standard of work 
prevailing therein 
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Expenditure of the Ajmer Municipal Board. 

207. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: Will Government please state 
whether it is a fact 

(i) that the Ajmer Municipal Board purchased gras* it a higher 
rate than the market price and accepted an interior quality 
of it in UM>; 

(lij that tin* said Board spent no nionev on urinals and latrine* in 
1920-27 and 1927-28, and 

(ni) that 111 1022 - 2 d tin; liiiunt mortality was 48 42 per cent , but it 
increased to 01 15 per cent, in 1927-28 in the said Board area? 

Mr. GL S. Bajpai: The information asked for bv the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber will Ik* obtained and supplied to the House in due course 

Exemption 01 Motor Cars from Octroi Duty in Ajmer-Merwara. 

208. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: Will Government please place on 
the table of the* House ( 1 ) a list (relating to the Municipal Board, Ajmer), 
showing the exemption ot persons with their names from the payment of 
octroi lor one year tor their newly bought motor cars in 1980, and (2) the 
copies ot the Resolutions Nos. iv, mu ix, x and xt, dated the 14tli January, 
1980 of the said Board? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: With your permission. Sir, 1 propo^ to answer 
questions Nos 208. 200, 214. 215. 210 and 217 together The information is 
being collected .md will !»• given to the House in due course 

Miscellaneous Expenditure of the Ajmer Municipal Board. 

+209. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: (a) Will Government please 
state whether it is a fact that the miscellaneous expenditure in the Muni¬ 
cipal Board, Ajmer, was \U 2.400 m 1922-28. Rs. 5,298 in 1928-24. Rs. 5,761 
in 1924 25. Rs 0.550 in 1925-20. Rs 4,718 in 1920-27, and Rs. 36,660 
m 1927-28? 

(b) If what are stated at part (a) above are facts, will Government 
please state what wore tin* reasons for the sudden increase in the said 
expenditure in 1027-28 to such a large extent? 

Excise Revenue collected by the Local Administration in Ajmer- 
* Merwaka. 

210 Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: Will Government please state 
whether it is a fact: 

(i) that the Local Government, Apner-Menvara. collects seven 

lakhs of rupees annualh as excise revenue from the said area, 

(ii) that there are many big shops for selling the excise stuffs in the 

heart of the city of Ajmer, 

(iii) that excise stuffs coining nto Ajmer city are exempted from 

octroi tax, and 

f For answer to this question, sec answer to unbarred question No 208. 
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(iv) that the Local Government gives no grants to the Municipal 
Board, Ajmer, towards the health of the Ajmer citizens or 
for the drainage work of the said Board? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (m reply to questions 210 and 
211)- The information n being collected and will be laid on the table 
in due course. 

Income and Expenditure of the Excise Department. Ajmxr-Mkrwara. 

’211 Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin*. (a) Will Government please 
Male what was the total income and expenditure of the Excise Department. 
Ajmer-Merw ara in 1927-28, 1928-29, 1929-30 and 1930-31? 

(b) Will Government pi -ase state what is the cause of the continual 
increase in the excise revenue m Ajmer-Merwara and do thev propose to 
take steps jn the interests of temperance in that province'* If so, what? 

Birth and Death Rates in Ajmer-Merwara. 

212. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: (a) Will Government please 
state whether it is a fact (1) that the total death rate in Ajmer-Merwara 
was 33*95 in 1913-14 against 32*70 in 1912-13 while the birth rate was 1916 
and 19*18 for the said \ears respectively, and (2) that the number of deaths 
exceeded the number of births In 1238 in the said province for the. said 
period * 

(6) Will Government please state whether it is a fact that on the 4th 
July, 1907, Major P J. Lnmsden. l.M.S ('ml Surgeon, Ajmer, passed 
the remark that so large an excess oi deaths over births is due to the 
bad sanitation of the city? 

(c) If what are stated at parts (a) and (b) above are facts, have Govern¬ 
ment taken any steps, so far, to set the matter right? If not, what step6 
do they propose to take in the matter and when? 

Sir Frank Noyce (in reply to questions 212, 213 and 218) The mforma 
Lion asked for by the Honourable Member is being collected and w r ill be 
furnished to the House in due course 

Bad Drainage of Ajmer City. 

J 213 Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: (a) Will Government please 
place on the table of the House a copy of the report made by Dr. Mullen, 
M D., Civil Surgeon, Ajmer, about the bad drainage of the Ajmer Citv in 
1896-97 0 

(b) What steps have Government taken to hrin£ into effect the plan 
suggested bv the Civil Surgeon referred to above upto this time? If no 
steps have been taken, whut steps do they propose to take to set things 
right in this respect? 

Election of Chairman of the Ajmer Municipal Board. 

§214. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: (a) Will Government please state 
whether it- is a rule for the Ajmer Municipal Board to elect its Chairman 
from among the voters enlisted for the election of its membership? If 

tFor answer to this question, see answer to unstarred question No 210. 

SFor answer to this question, see answer to unstarred question No. 212 

§For answer to this question, see answer to unbarred question No. 208. 
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so, will Government plows** state whether it is a fact that the name of the 
present Chairman of the Municipal Hoard, Ajmer, Colonel Howson, was 
not on the list of voters on the day when lie was elected its Chairman? 

(b) If what are stated in part (a) above ure facts, will Government 
please state how the said action of the Municipal Board, Ajmer, in electing 
Colonel Howson as Chairman lis justified? 

Representation of Daroah and Pttshkar and of Cloth and Sugar 
MERCH4NTS ON THE A.TMER MUNICIPAL BOARD. 

+ 215. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: (a) Will Government please 
state whether it is a fact (1) that the* Ajmer Municipal Board annually 
realises Rs 25,000 from the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway, 
as visitors’ tax from the Dargah and Pushkar fair, Rs. 1.02,515 on account 
of octroi duty from the doth merchants of Ajmer, and Rs 23,491 on 
account of octroi duty from the sugar merchants of Ajmer, and (2) that the 
said Board lias three representatives of the said RaiKvav together v.ith two 
nominated members ot the Local Government as its members and (3) 
that the said sugar and cloth merchants and the Dargah and Pushkar * 
people have no representative- of their own on the said Board 9 

(b) If uhat are slated in l<n abo\c arc fact- do Oo\ eminent propose 
to take step- to haw representative- of aiiLtr and cloth merchants and 
tin Dargah and Pu-likar people nil tin Board* It so. 

Octroi Duties imposed nv tut A.tmfi: .Mi n•< ipal Board 

' 21 (» Khan Bahadur Hail Wajihuddin: (,/i WVd C.o\« ninieiu ple,*se 

-1 a 1 1 win tin**’ it l- a fail th.it anocti.* dpi* • ! .ad h.d* all alilia per 

rii[M-( is li- in. m-hi.^d h\ tin Mi.n, ■»> *1 11 Mid Apnei on rich food¬ 
stuff esrd i v rich n an whdi that .•* '• s i.i r.iim- i- ,mposi*d on s<mple 
foi>d-st nffs -'1 1 • 1 j a- . i ,, i'f.1 s • ns t *d 1.' j- »• *r pers. •!!- ’ 

|/ > h what lit .static! ia) ue i iU>5. what steps do Government 

propose to take to si t the tliur/- l'jht tot the 1 poor public of Ajmer* 

Octroi Di t* paid ryiiil Whum; Mills \r Anasagvk. 

+ 217 Khan Bahadur Haji Wajinuuclin: t,;j Will Gou-nunerit please 

state whet her it i- a f:n*t (li ,'iat the \\e.i\mt. nulls at \nasagar Ajmer 

(where about 125 hands worki nnnu ilv pa. Rs •»,««» a- octroi, while the 

liomba\. Baroda and Centra! Ind a R.nlwa\ (where about 12.000 hands 

are working' pa\ an annual octroi dutv of Rs 25.<tOO, and (2) that the 
Bonihav. Baroda and Central India Kailwa' would be liable to pa\ the 
said dut \ to the extent of three lakhs o* rupees annu 1 11 \ calculated at 
the rate of the <aul Anasaear M«U° 

(h) 11 what are stated in la) above are facts, wliat steps do Go\ eminent 
propose to take to make the Bomba) Baroda and Central India Railway 
liable to pas the duis ? 

High Death Rate and Infant Mortality in Ajmer. 

J 218 Khan Bahadur Fail Wajihuddin: (a) Will Government please 
state whether it is a fact (1) th it the infant mortality is 34 per cent, of the 

+For answer to this question, -vr answer to unpaired question No 2D8. 

JFor answer to this question. answer to unstarred question No 212. 
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total deaths in the Ajmer municipal area, and (2) that the death and birth 
rates in the said area are 36 and 23 per cent, respectively? 

( b f If what are stated in (a) above are not facts, will Government please 
state the correct figures? 

(c) What steps do Government propose to take in the matter referred* 
to in (a) and (b) above, in case the death rate and infant mortality are 
higher in Ajmer than in other important towns of British India ? 

Number of Muhammadans in the Railway’ Audit Service. 

219 Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: Will Government please state: 

(a) what is the number of men holding permanent appointments in 
the Railway Audit Son ice in each grade, viz , officers in 
higher and lower grades. Auditors, Senior and Junior, and 
clerks in class 1 and claw* II, and 

(M yyh.it ’s the number *>f Muhammad.in** laddm-- permanent 
,ipl>«*mtmejiis in each i.» the .iboy< gi.ah 1 " ' 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: \\ ith \ mir p< nmsH. »n S.i 1 will 
replx to <f 11 • -tmiu \o" 219 and 22» 1 1 "jtther 

Knijliirx !)• u ,r ln.idi • I id i-ninpieie ie|>l Will t». laid mi tie libli 
ill <llie coiilM'. 

\rroi\TMi*,\T of .Mi n vmm \ imns in mi Uxiryy w At iht Sfhmfi- 

*1*220. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: dm b it a tael that the propor¬ 
tion of Muhammadan*' is \er\ "mall in th. Railway Audit senice*' If tin 
answer is in the a(hrmati\e will Government please state what steps they 
are taking to redress the* grievance 0 

(b) Arc Government prepared to select some suitable Muhammadan 
young men from among the present audit staff of each Slate-owned Railway 
and to appoint them as probationary auditors and officers on those Rail¬ 
ways 0 If not. wh\ not 0 

Appointment o* \ Guard vs Janitor. Headquarters Ounce. North 
Western Railway. 

221 Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla: (a) Will Go\eminent please star-* 
if it is a fact that Guard Has on the North Western Radw a\ was appointed 
up Janitor <>i Hcadc|uaiteis Office North Western Ralwax after he xvas 
injim*d in an accident *’ 

(b) Is it a fact that as lamtoi he w drawing more sd.iry than he would 
have drawn as a Guard 0 

(r) Is it ,i fat t that he fd"i> .tllowed In e quarters' 1 

((]) is it m fact that he i- allowed an assistant ' l 

(r j ) Is it a fact that both of these office!s only look after the yvork of 

20 syyeepers and 20 ehowkidars of the Headquarter^ 0 

( f ) During fhese days of retrenchment, have* Government considered 
the possibility of bringing tins post under retrenchment and appointing .i 
Sanitary Inspector on lower wages 7 

Mr. P. B. Rau: Government have no information 

+For answer to this question, tee answer to unstarred question No 219. 
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Appointment of Janitor, Headquarters Office, North Western 

Railway. 

222. Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla: (a) Will Government please state 
if the post of Janitor of the North Western Railway Headquarters Office is 
reserved for Europeans and Anglo-Indians only? If not, have ever applica¬ 
tion** been invited for the said post from deserving and fit Indians? If not, 
why not? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: I urn obtaining informal ion from the Agent, North 
Western Railway and will lay a reply on the table of the House in due 
course 


Traffic Manager, North Western Railway. 

223. Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla: (r/) Is it u fact that during the 

\curs 1910 and 102! flute u^id to lie onl\ one Traffic Manager on the North 
Western Ra 1\\a\ dr,iw.ng a -alun of I* 1 '' 2.700 managing the whole of 

the line* 1 

(/>) 1- 't a tail tliil lb* tMnnii'J c.ij ac.t , be- inm gone f 1 »\\ ti ,»nd the 
munbei af ti,im> In < n irdm ed ’* 

(• i U it a f [i’\ tli it wlam niu Traffic M.mag« r ii*-* d t<- look atier the. 
w 1 a 1 1 1 ni I'm Vatli Wt-tiin ll.idwux iinw tw. principal nffieir- have been 
appoint. .1 m !i - jd.n i di.iwiiig IN 2.7i>o nal Rs 2.70O phi s thi L» i eonees- 
sK»n‘*" 

{< 1 ' Do < I*»\eminent propose to consider amalgamating the duties of both 
the otVici-v^ into one mid tlms luiuee i\pen*a , ‘ ) 

Mr. P. R. Rau: (a) Yes. uni 1 the autumn of 192-4 there was one post 
ol TrafVu Manager the incumbent of which was responsible under tht' ortfer 
"t the Agmt of the l.’ailwax f<»r dealing with all the business of the Rail- 
ua\ m Transpoi tut ion (Traffic) and Commercial matters, but even then 
it was recognized that the work was too heavy for one officer to handle 
efficicnth. 

(/») 'file ‘Mining capaeit\ ol the lhulwa\ ha- Hot gone down. but in- 
* rt .is'-d irom \eartn year 'I he rnnnhei of trains now run in greater than 
m 1910 or 1921 

in On tla introduction <>f tb** Dmuon.d r^^tem on the North Western 
1!, 11 !w .i\ m 1021 on.- p..*a i rinet Op. rating Superintendent on a salary 
of IN 2 7"»o 12d non >nd om* Chief Commercial Manager on 

lis 2.700 were » r* .it-d Tlie tlmf Opeinliiig Superintendent is respon¬ 
sible lor important claw** of work not pre\iousl\ allotted to the Traffic 
Manager 

(^/) No. Government do not consider that anmlgsiiu.itmg tin duties of 
both these officers would he eoiiilutiNe to eponmm 

Leave Rules on the North Western Railway. 

224. Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla: ( n ) Is it a fact that. 
New Leave Rules wort* framed in 1930 on the State Railways ' 

(b) Ts it a fact that they were applied from 1927 with retrospective 
effect on the North Western Railway? 
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(c) Is it a fact that the same rule was made applicable to the Audit 
Department of the North Western Railway in 1929? 

(r/) Tf the rules were made in 1930, will Government state why they 
were applied with retrospective effect? 

(e) Was any undertaking in writing taken in this respect from the 
employees before the year 1930? 

(/) Were these rules made applicable to the new comers joining 
between 1927 and 1930? If so, why? 

Mr. P. R. Rail: New Leave Rules for Government servants employed 
in thi* Railway Department were issued in 1930. The new rules had been 
under discussion for sonic years and from 1927 subordinates appointed on 
the North Western Rail was were required to sign a declaration to the 
effect that they understood that they would he liable to be brought under 
the rested rules when these* were issued The new rules have been applied 
to all ssho signed sueli declaration. In 1928 the Railway Board ordered 
that similar procedure should be followed by all th< State-managed Rail¬ 
ways Certain offices did not actually introduce the practice until 1929. 

Non-*\ ULABTi.m or Intermediate (’lass P\ssk< by M mi Trains 

223. Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla: < (l ) N u n fact that 
mter-class pas^-liolders an- not allow ed t.* travel m nil»'r-cl.Ks com¬ 
partments in mail tr.niw on !o>vign r.iilv.i,^ wlnle second d.i^ p.is>. 
holders can travel in any toit*ign line trains 4 ' 

(h> Will C»o •nmi.*nt ple.iM* e\pl.i-u tin pnlie\ undcrlv me tin- discium 
nation md d<> tii. ' propn^i in cim the -..up ■ f.«**• 1 1 * i«in mici-rliss pass 
holders .is are being given to second ehis-. p.i-. 1 n *l« It *? - and to i^-ue r*e» >*s 
sary iiMrnH nn> to all State R.mIwmv- and ('omp.mv m maged Kailwavs 
to issue passes availabh* To all mail tiams. ,, s u, being done in tin* ease 
of second rh»s-> pa-*.-hold or*- ’ It not \\h\ riot 

Mr. P. R. Rau: (ai ()\e>* foreign i.ulwaw intir class parses are not 
available by mail but seeond class passes are a\..liable when issued 

(i f to M a ff draw mg 1L 100 per mensem nr o\er, 

fii'i to staff drawing h‘s i20 pi r iih , iis > iii but lcs s than lis l<M» 
whi*n travelling ItfMi miles and over. 

(mi on ini dieal cert ifieate. 

(b) The restriction^ in the availability ot pas s i s b\ certain trains are 
intended to prevent tin limited accommodation available <»u these trains 
being taken up h\ pass-holders to the disc uititnn and mronven'< nee of the 
public (lovernrmnt see no n ;w>n for inteifcring in the matter 

Endorsement of Passes of Officers and (Teres on tiikNohth Western 

Railway. 

226. Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla: ( a) Is it a fact that 
the practice of endorsing the passes with ink by the officers on the North 
Western Railway has been stopped and for the clerical staff and outdoor 
staff it still continues? 

(b) If so, why has such a differential treatment been made? 
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(c) Are Government prepared to remove this differential treatment 
on the North Western liaiiwuy? If so, when? If not, why not? 

Mr. P. R. Ran: (a), ( b ) and (c). The differentiation pointed out exists 
at present The Agent, North Western Railway lias been asked to con¬ 
sider the neeessity for its retention. 

Revision of the Scale of Pay of the Local Engineering and Traffic* 

Service. 

227. Lala R&meshwar Prasad Bagla: While revising the scale of pay 
oi the Local Engineering and Traffic Service from Rs. 250—20—750 to 
Rs. 350- -30 —800 under the new Local Gazetted Service, will Government 
please state if they consider'd the present economy campaign? It not. 
wliv not ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: The scale ot pay to? the Lower Gazetted Service w.»* 
fixed before the need for retrenchment of expenditure on a largo seal.* 
became apparent. 

Qualifications of Lady Stenographers and Typists on the North- 

WESTERN R AILW \ Y 

22*. Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla: Is it a fact that lady bteno- 
grafihers and lad\ typists an* being recruited on the North Western 
Railway without any regard b> their educational qualifications, while 3rd 
Division Matru ubites arc no; iiituled to the posts of stenogiaphers ana 
typists? If so, do Government propose to remove this racial discrimina¬ 
tion or fix the same educational ouabffcation for ladies as well as nuib 
candidates? If not, win not? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: 1 lime called tor intnriu.ition Irom tlu* Agein Nor'ii 
Western Ibulw.n and will l«j\ a repl\ on the table m due coulee. 

P.\\ i>i* L\n\ T\ pints (.in the North Western Rxil\vx>. 

220. Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla: L it a ct tlu? 

male typists on the North Western HaiJwa\ are being appointed on l,\s 30 
and lady txpistson I!*. t>S per month 0 If su do Goveriiim nt propose to 
bring lady typists also on the same scale .is male typists? Its,, when' 
If not. why not ’ 

Mr. P. R. Rau: 1 have called fot information from the Agent, North 
Western Ibulx i\ md will lax a »cpl\ on the table m due cour-c 

Promotion ok T \ rwrs on the North Western I* xnxvx's 

23o. Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla: < ft \ Is it a tact +:.at 

on the North W'esfcrn Railway orders have been issued that 3rd division 
rnatnc and non-matnc ixpists are not allowed to be transferred to other 
sections of the office? 

(h) Is it a fact that a t \ pist cannot rise to higher posts dm* to the 
number of posts being limited in lower grades? 

(<■) Ts it a fact that non-ma trie and 3rd division men in other section* 
can rise and have risen to gazetted officers and Superintendents 0 
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(d) If the facts mentioned in part (c) are correct, do Government 
propose to withdraw this order and remove the bar? 

(r) Arc Government prepared to increase the number of grades in the 
Copy Branch of the Headquarters Office, Nortli Western Railway in the 
same proportion ns in the other sections? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: T have called for information from the Agent, North 
Western Railway and will lay a reply on the table in duo course. 

Casual Leave fok Officers and Clerks on the North "Western Rail¬ 
way. 

231. Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla: (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state how many days casual leave an officer on the North Western 
Railway is entitled to take during the year? 

(h) Is a member of the clerical staff also entitled to a similar privilege? 

(c) How many days at a time can an officer take casual leave on the 
North Western Railway? 

(d) Does a member of the clerical staff enjoy a similar privilege 0 

( c ) Is any record kept of the casual leave taken bv officers during a 
year? If no such record is kept in the case of officers will Government 
be pleased to state reasons for not doing so? 

(f) Do Government propose to fix the casual leave for officers as is done 
in the case of clerks and other staff? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: (u) to (d) and ( f) Ordinarily casual leave is allowed 
on the North Western Railway up to ir> da\* in a calendar year and to 
10 days at a time. Those limits can, however, in exceptional cases be 
exceeded at the discretion of the* authorities competent to grant casual 
lea\e. These principles appl\ to officers as well as to clerical staff 

(r) The answer is in the negative The question whether a record 
should be maintained is under consideration. 

Retrenchment of Officers and Workmen on the North Western 

Railway 

232. Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla: (a) Ts it a fact that heavy reduc¬ 
tion in labour establishment, ?.e., mistrics, fitters and coolies and running 
trains has been made previously in Loco. Sheds on tin* North Western 
Railway ? 

(h) Is it a fact that due to this reduction the work has been much 
reduced ? 

(c) If the reply to (h) above is in the affirmative, will Government 
please place on the table a statement of Divisional Rolling Stock Officers, 
Assistant Rolling Stock Officers, Shed Foremen. Assistant Shed Foremen, 
Mechanical Boiler Inspectors. Loco. Inspectors, Fuel Inspectors, Divisional 
Boiler Makers, Boilermaker Chargemen. who have been brought under 
reduction due to tin- decrease m work in proportion to the reduction in 
the labour establishment, i.e., mistrics, fitters and coolies and running 
trains? If not, why not? 

(d ) If the reply to the part (h) above is in the negative, has the work 
of men so retrenched been put on the shoulders of the other workmen 
at present employed? If so, why? 
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Mr. P. R. R&u: (a), ( b) and ( d ). The strength of the classed of 
•'stahlishmentK referred to has been reduced owing to a reduction in the 
volume of work and to measures of reorganisation. 

(r) I have called for information from the Agent, North Western Rail- 
wav and will lay a statement on the table in due course. 

Retrenchment of Works Managers, etc., of the Loco, and Carriage 
Shops, North Western Railway. 

233. Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla: (a) Is it a fact that heavy reduc¬ 
tion in Iho labour establishment, i.e , mistries, fitters and coolies, lias been 
made previously in Loco, and Carriage Shops on the North Western 
Railway ? 

i ii • lit* >■ *t .In,. -,o this reduction the work has been much 

. i 'In, 'i\ 

(c) If the reply to part (h) above is in the affirmative, will Govern- 
nent please place on the table a statement of Works Managers, Produc¬ 
tion Engineers. Assistant Production Engineers, Assistant Works Managers, 
foremen, Assistant Foremen and Senior ("bargemen who have been 
brought under reduction due to the decrease in work in proportion to the 
'•eduction in labour work and hour? If not. why not? 

(d) If the reply to part {b) abo\e is m the negative has the work of 
Rie nun so retrenched been put on the shoulders of other workmen at 
present employedIf so, whx ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: (,n. (ti) .md (d) The strength of the classes of 
establishments referred to has been reduced owing to a reduction in the 
volume ol work and to measures of reorganisation 

(r) 1 h.i\e called for mf*rmation from tin- Agent, North Western Rail- 
wax and will lax a statement on the table in due course. 

Family Pass Rules on the North Western Railway. 

234. Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla: (a) Is it a fact that passes are 
being issued to North Western Railway emploxees for their widowed 
mothers also according to the definition of the “famih ” in the Pass 
Rules.* 

(/>) Is it a. fact, that provision has already been made in the Pass Rules# 
for the grant of passes to adopted sons on production of court certificates# 
of their adoption and to .step sons of the North Western Railw ay employees? 

(c) Is it a fact that no passe* are being issued to the adoptive widow- 
mothers of the North Western Railway employees? 

(d) If the reply to parls (</). (b) and (c) is in the affirmative, will Gov¬ 
ernment. please state who is to he called the mother —the woman who has 
idopted one as her son or who has actually given birth to one—as far as 
the grant of passes on the North Western Railwax is concerned? If the 
former, will Government please explain the reasons for refusing passe* to 
them ? 

(r) Do Government propose to issue instructions to all concerned to 
issue passes for the adoptive widow-mothers of the Railway employees? 
If not, why not? 
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Mr. P. K. Eau: (a) and (5). Yes. 

(c) Government have no information. 

( d ) and ( e). The issue of passes to dependents of employees in governed 
by rules drawn up b.v each Railway Administration, and Government do 
not consider that their intervention in points of detail is# called for. 

Pass Rui.es on Railways. 

235. Lala Eameshwar Prasad Bagla: (a) Is it a fact that great difficulty 
is being experienced on all State and Company-managed Railways due to 
difference in Pass Rules? 

(b) fs it a tact that a great mam local rulings have been lsMierl on the 
North Western Railway regarding issue of passes to its employees? 

(c) If the reply to parts (a) and (b) above is m the affirmative, do Gov¬ 
ernment propose to prepare uniform Pass Rules in concurrence with all 
State and Company-managed Railways like the New Universal Leave Rules 
and issue instructions to all concerned not to add their local rulings to the 
uniform Pass Rules? If not. why not? 

Mr. P. R. Eau: (a) Government lia\c no reason to think so 

(5) At present each railway has its own pass rules which it may alter 
or modify to suit local condition* 

(c) Government have under consult ration the issue ot uniform p.«ss 
rules tor State-managed Railways 

Head Draftsman. Loco Headquarters Office North Western 

Rah WAY 

236. Lala Eameshwar Prasad Bagla: (a) Is it a fad that the present 
Head Draftsman. Loco Headquarters Office. North Western Railway, is 
non-technical man? 

(h) Is it a fact that he was pteviouslv a Trace! and then a Photographer 
in the Piiblieitv Section of the Headquarters Office and has never worked 
on boards? 

(c) If Hie reply to parts (a) and (h) above is in tla* affirmative, have 
Government considered flu question <>1 m placing him in otic •>' the quali¬ 
fied A or II class Moghalpma Gollegc apprentices*' 

Mr. P. R. Eau: 1 mu making enquiries from the Agent oi the North 
WcstcMi 1«. 11 1 w .i \ and will la\ tin- inlorm.il ion <>n tin tahb <>| t lo • 11»>i i*-« 
after ln^ r< pl\ has been received 

Paucity or Husnus rs Workshops on the North Western Raiiwaa 

237. Lala Eameshwar Prasad Bagla: (a) Will Govnimcnt In* pleased 
to place on thr table a statement showing the total ninnhcr of ernpl<»\ees 
working in various Workshops, Loco Sheds and Tram Kxainining Staff on 
the North Western Railway according to communiK and the grades and 
rates of pa\ held bv tbein and also state the number of Hindus engaged in 
them in comparison with the Muhammadans for the last five years sepa¬ 
rately working on different pests such as Workmen, Mistrv, Junior 
Chargerncn, Chargemen and Assistant Foremen? 
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(b) Will Government be pleased to stale the reason for such a small 
number of Hindus in the above shops and do Government propose to see 
their way to equalize the number of Hindus? Tf not, why not? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: (a) Information is being collected by Mr Hassan of the 
communal composition of the employees in the workshops of the State 
managed railways and a copy of his report on the subject will be laid on 
the table 

Government regret thev cannot undertake to collect similar statistics for 
the locomotive sheds and train examining staff 

\b) Until tlie figures are collected Government arc not in a position to 
say whether any special action is called ior 

Medical Treatment nt Employees on the North Western Railway. 

238 Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla: (a) Is it a. fact that subordi¬ 
nate employees of the North Western Railway are compelled to undergo 
thi‘ treatment of the Halifax doctor during their illness whether the treat- 
merit agrees with them nr not? 

(b) If the reply to the* above is in the affirmative, are Government 
prepared to issue instructions to amend or cancel these instructions and 
allow employees to undergo the treatment which agrees with them best 
whether it is allopathic or an\ indigenous method** 

Mr. P. R Rau: (a) No 

(M Does not arise 

Medical Gkrtificatkn required from North Western Railway 

Employees. 

239. Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla: (a) Is it a fact that the Chief 
Medical Officer, North Western Railway, had issued orders for the North 
Western Railway employees to attend their headquarters dispensaries for 
necessarv medical certificates of fitness after their recovery after illness? 

{b) Is it a fact that the Medical Officers at out-stations can only isBue 
admission certificates to H,olv\a\ employees and cannot issue discharge 
certificates ? 

(r) Are Government aware til at this system onuses unnecessary trouble 
and expense to the North Western Railway employees other than officers 
who are exempt from this? 

(d) If the reply to parts (a), (b) and (c) above is in the affirmative, do 
Government propose to cancel or amend this order or appoint reliable 
medical officers at other stations than headquarters so as to enable them 
to issue discharge certificates also? If not, why not 1 

Mr. P. R. R&u: (n ) The answer is in the negative It is at the discre¬ 
tion of Medical Officers to require the attendance, at headquarters dispen¬ 
saries of employees in particular instances, where the circumstances 
demand it. prior to the issue of discharge certificates 

(/>) The answer is in tin* negative 

(c) and (d). Do not arise 
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Reduction of the Pay of tiie Chief Engineer, Construction, North 
Western Railway, and his Staff. 

240. L&la Rameshwar Prasad Bagla: (a) Is it. n fact that, the construe- 
tion work on the North Western Railway has been stopped due to financial 
stringency ? 

(h) Is it a fact that the office establishment has considerably been 
reduced ? 

(c) If the reply to parts (a) and (b) is in the affirmative, will Govern¬ 
ment explain the reason for not reducing the pay and cadre of the Chief 
Engineer ConstructionWas this post only temporarily sanctioned to) 
the new construction woiV* Do (So\eminent propose to abolish the post 
ill question and those nt the Ollier Superintendent, Head Cleiks, etc . 
and to reduct the strength ot the office to the saint* footing as it previously 
was at the time nt Deputy Chief Engineer Construct ion *' 

Mr. P. R Rau: (<0 Yes. except for urgent "Bridge renewals m<i tin 
completion of works in hand. 

(b) Yes. 

(<;) The post of Chief Engineer Construction and Survey is to bt- 
abolisbed witli effect from tin* end of April The question as to what 
supervisory po^ts in the subordinate establishment of the construction office 
should be abolished is a matter for decision by the Agent of the railway 
whose attention will be drawn to the Honourable MemberV question 

Appointment of Indians as Foremen, etc., in Military Workshops. 

etc. 

241. L&la Rameshwar Prasad Bagla: Is it a fact that all Mechanical 
Engineers, Foremen and Assistant Foremen in Military Workshops, Factories 
and Inspection Departments are Europeans or Anglo-Indians except m the 
Gun and Shell Factory, Cossipur, where there is one Indian employed as 
Assistant Works Manager? Do Government propose to stop further 
enrolment from among Europeans and Anglo-Indians m order to reserve- 
sufficient numbers for Indians in the departments? 

Mr. G. M. Young: There arc nt present two Indians holding guzetted 
appointments of Assistant Works Manager (under training) and Assistant 
Chemical Inspector, one in the 'Ordnance Factories and one in the Inspec¬ 
tion Section. 

There are one Indian Foreman and J2 Indian Assistant Foremen in the 
Ordnance Factories. There are no Indians nt present in the Inspection 
Section and Arsenal workshops There is no bar to the employment of 
qualified Indians in any of the above departments. Recruitment of candi¬ 
dates is now done through the Public Service Commission, and nil qualified 
men are eligible for recruitment. The question of stopping further enrol¬ 
ment of Europeans and Anglo-Indians in order to reserve sufficient numbers 
for Indians in the departments does not therefore arise 

Passes issued to Lady Employees on Railways. 

242. Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla: Is it a fact that 2nd class passes 
are granted to the lady employees irrespective of their pay on the State 
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and Company-managed Railways? If so, why are not 2nd class passes 
issued to the ladies of male employees irrespective of their pay ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: The pass rules of the State-managed Railways show 
that on some of these lines certain classes* of lady, employees are allowed 
second class passes irrespective of their pay. The class of pass admissible 
to an employee ’a family isi determined by the class of puss admissible to the 
employee himself. 


Refloorino and Kellsino of Walls in the North Western Railway 

Headquarters Office. 

Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla: Is it a fact that the work of 
iv flooring and relming oi \wdls has been done m the North Western Kail- 
way Headquarters (Mice, and that this work includes the use of card 
boards m refining ilu* walls by removing tiles in good condition? If so. 
uill Government be pleased to explain the necessity for incurring this ex¬ 
penditure on such work? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: Government have no information, but think it unlikely 
that card boards would be used for the purpose 


B Class Macl\gan Engineering Apprentices on the North Western 

Railway. 

•244 Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla: u the scale of B Clus* Muclagan 
Engineering Apprentices oil a level with the scales of Apprentice lYnnanent- 
Way Inspectors, Bridge Inspectors, and Signal and Interlocking Inspectors 
on the North Western Railway*' If not, are Government prepared to bring 
it to the same level 0 

Mr. P. R. Rau: The reply to both parts of the question is in the 
negative. 


Appointment of Indian** as Officers on State Railways. 

245. Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla: Is it a fact that the Foremen on 
all State Railways and especially on the North Western Railway ar^ being 
promoted to officer’s grade while formerJv the latter were recruited from 
England? Is it their policy to stop Indianization on all State Railways? 
If so, why? Are Government prepared to see their way to filling the 
permanent posts of Assistant Rolling Stock Officers and Assistant Works 
Managers by Indians in future and not by Foremen? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: Foremen are eligible for promotion to the lower gazetted 
service and also to the superior service. The number of vacancies in the 
superior .service reserved to be filled by promotion of subordinates and offi¬ 
cers of the lower gazetted service is limited to 15 per cent, of the total 
vacancies to be filled. These arrangements have been in force for some time 
and they do not operate to retard the progress of Indianization of the 
superior services and Government do not propose to alter them in the 
direction suggested by the Honourable Member. 
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Appointment of Indians as Shop Foremen, etc. 


24(5. Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla: (a) Will Government please place 
on the table a statement giving the number of different communities 
working as Shop Foremen, Shop Assistant Foremen. Shed Foremen and 
Assistant Shed Foremen, Fleetrieians. Divisional Electricians, Divisional 
Rolling Stock Inspectors, Mechanical Boiler Inspectors, Loco Inspectors 
-md Fuel Inspectors on the North Western and other State Railways and 
explain whv Indians are in such a minority? 

(b) Arc, Government prepared to Indianize the North Western and other 
State Railways, and to till the vacancies b t \ Indians who have qualified 
themselves jn B.Ke (Mechanical and Electrical) m Fngland <»r India m 
unure? If not, why not? 


Mr. P. R. Rau: (a) Government regret that th**\ .ire not prepared to 
supplement with figures for individual classes of establishment the informa¬ 
tion in regard to communal representation given in the Annual Report by 
the Railwa\ Board on Indian Railwayx. 

(I») The declared policy ot Government in the matter ot Lndiani/.ation 
ot the Superior Services on State-managed Railways ha* been given full 
effect to m recent years and 75 per cent of all vacancies have been filled 
by Indians I would add that m view ot the fact that the first hatch ot 
Special Class Apprentices of the Mechanical Engineering and Transporta¬ 
tion (Power) Branches would not complete their training until 1933 Gov¬ 
ernment made special arrangements as a temporary expedient to recruit a 
few Indian Officers to thene Branches during the last 2 venrs 

Higher Grades in Establishment Branches ok Headquarters and 

Divisional Superintendents’ Offices on the North Western 

Railway 

247. Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla: (m Is it a fact that the number 
ot higher grades allot ted to Establishment Branches of the Headquarters 
and Divisional Superintendents* offices North Western Railway, is com¬ 
paratively higher than that allotted to other Branches m tlit* Mine c*^Vces‘ , 

(6) If the reply is m the affirmative will Government explain the 
reasons* Is there any difference in the qualifications ot the staff employed 
m Establishment and other branches? Do Government propose to considei 
the question of allotment of a proportionate number ot grades m branches of 
Headquarters and Divisional Superintendents’ Offices? 

(c) If the reply to part (a) is in the negative, will Government place 
on the table a statement showing the total number of staff and the total 
number of each class of grades allotted to each branch? 

Mr. P. R. R*u: I have called for certain information from the Agent, 
North Western Railway and will lav a reply on the table in due courfte. 

Promotion of Clerks at the Headquarters Offkt.. North Western 

Railway. 

248. Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla: is it a l.*ct. that in the Estab¬ 
lishment Branch of the Headquarters Office, North Western Railway there 
arc clerks with u few years service at their credit, who are working in 
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higher grades and that clerks of their standing in other branches are blocked 
from five to seven years or so? If it is true, do Government propose to 
consider the cases of those blocked up in their grades in preference to the 
former? 

Mr. P. E. Rau: 1 have called for certain information from the Agent, 
North Western Railway and will lay a reply on the table m due course. 

Grant op Concessions to Clerks of North Western Railway Offices 

FOR ATTEND!NO OFFICE ON SUNDAYS AND HOLIDAYS. 

249. Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla: Is it a fact that no compensatory 

casual leave or tonga lure is allowed to the clerical staff employed m the 
offices of the North Western Railway for attending offices on Sundays and 
other holidays ** if so, do (ioveminnit propose to issue orders on tin* 
subject to the North Western Railway authorities for the grant of the 
concessions? It not, \\h\ Ts it n faet that such concession is allowed 

to the clerical and inferior staff employed in the offices of other State Rail¬ 
ways. ride Railway Board's letter No 0500-F , dated 17th July, 1980? 

Mr. P. R Rau: T .up collecting certain information on the subject and 
will lay a reply on the table in due course* 

Increase ok Hours or Clerical Establishment on State Railways. 

250. Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla: Is it a fact that the Railway 
authorities are going to increase the duty hours of the clerical establishment, 
on the State Railways m order to reduce the number of clerical staff? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: Tin Railway Hoard propone to discuss the matter with 
Agents of railways in April next 

Communal Inequalities in the NorthWest Frontier Province. 

251. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: With reference to the reply given 
by Government to unstarred question Xo 236. asked on the 2nd March. 
1931, by me, will Government be pleased to state if the review declared bv 
Government to be still being made in regard to the effect of the orders of the 
5th February, 1926, relating to communal inequalities, has now' been 
completed and final conclusions arrived at 0 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: The review has recently been com¬ 
pleted but Government have not yet come to final conclusions as to what 
act.on, if any. is required 

Appointment of Muslims as Copyholders in the Government of India 

Press, New Delhi. 

,252. Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan: Will Government be pleased to 
state liovv many posts of copyholders fell vacant in the Reading Branch 
of the Government of India Press, New Delhi, since 1928 and how many 
of them were filled with Muslims? If none, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: 1 propose with your permission, 
Sir, to answer questions 252 to 258 together. Government have no reason 
to suppose that the procedure laid down in the Home Department Memo¬ 
randum is not being observed n the presses Tn applying thU procedure 
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to the industrial staff, the Controller of Printing and Stationery lias been 
instructed that the communal composition should be determined with 
reference to the aggregate strength of the press and that the procedure 
not'd not he applied individually to each class of appointment. Further 
the procedure is not applicable to promotions. For these leasotis and 
because these appointments are matters of administrative detail for which 
the Controller is responsible, I cannot undertake to supph particulars of 
appointments to \arinus grades made since 1027 or later. But I shall 
have inquiries made with n view to satisfving mvselt that the procedure 
laid down b\ Government for filling vacancies is Vicing duly observed 


Appointment oi Muslim Peons j\ the Government of India Press, 

New Delhi, 
i 

t253. Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan: Will Government be pleased to 
state the number of permanent posts of peons in the Government of India 
Press, New Delhi, and how many of them are Muslims? If there are 
no Muslims, what, step do Government, propose to take to make up the 
deficiency of Muslims? 

Appointment of Muslims to the Government of India Press, New 

Delhi. 

*f254. Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan: Will Government be pleased to 
state how many posts in the scale of Rs. 80—4—140 were created in 1927 
in the Government of India Press, New Delhi, and how many of them were 
filled with Muslims? If none, what step do Government propose to take 
to redress the communal inequalities in future? 


Redress of Communal Inequalities in the Government oi- India 

Press, New 7 Delhi 

t255. Kunwar Hajee Iamail Ali Khan: (a) Are Government aware that 
the Homo Depaitment Memo No. F.-1761/25-Ests., dated 5th February, 
192C, regarding the reservation of one-third of all permanent vacancies 
for the redress of communal inequalities was not duly observed in filling 
up the vacancies in the Government of India Press, New Delhi? 

(b) How many posts of the grade Es. 80—4—140 fell vacant from 
1929 to 1931 and how inanv of them wen* filled with Muslims? If none, 
why not ? 


Appointment of a Muslim as Accountant and Cashier. Government 
of India Press, New Delhi. 

f256. Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan: Will Government be pleased to 
state whether a post of Accountant and Cashier fell vacant in 1928 in the 
Government of India Press, New Delhi? Is it a fact that applications from 
qualified Muslim candidates were received? If so, why were their appli¬ 
cations not considered favourably? 


+For answer of thin question, u*e answer to unstarred question No 252. 
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Appointment of Muslims in the Government of India Press,New 

Delhi. 

1257. Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan: How many Muhammadans are 

there in the upper grade in the Government of India Press, New Delhi and 
what qualifications do they possess? Are thev considered for officiating 
cases? If not. whv not? 

Appointment of Muslims in the Government of India Press, New 

Delhi. 

.- 08 . Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan: Will Government be pleased to 
state how many permanent vacancies in the upper and lower grades fell 
vacant in the clerical establishment of the Government of India Press, 
New Delhi, since 1028 and how many of them were filled up by Muslims? 
If none, why not ? 

«iRIEV ANTES OF MUSLIMS IN THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA PRESS, NEW DELHI. 

2/>0 Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan: Are Government aware that great 
discontent ha^ been prevailing among the Muslim employees of the Govern¬ 
ment of India Press, New Delhi, owing to the repressive policy of the 
administration against them? If the answer is m the affirmative, what 
remedy do Government propose to remove their grievances? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: The answer to the first part is in 
the negative The second part does not arise 

Retrenchment in the Moradabad Engineering Workshops. 

260. Mr. N M. Joshi: (a) Will Government be pleased to state if it is 
a fact that 40 men have been retrenched from the Moradabad Engineering 
(East Indian Railway) Workshop with effect from 8 th March 1932? 

(b‘) Is it a fact that several of these men with a longer service have 
been retrenched while those much junior to them have been retained? 

(e) Is it- a fact that the wages of these men were demoted much before 
the notice of retrenchment was issued? 

Mr. P. B. Rau: I have called tor information from the Agen; East 
Indian Railuax and will lay a reph ori the table in due course. 

Number of Officers in the Civil Engineering Department, ELassp 

Indian Railway. 

261. Mr. N. M. Joshi: (a) What is the sanctioned number of officers in 
the Civil Engineering department of the East Indian Railway from 1 st 
April 1932? 

(b) What is the total number of engineers at present? 

(c) Is it a fact that they are in large excess of the necessary number? 

(d) If so, how is the excess to be utilised? 

(c) Is it a fact that probationers are still being taken for the engineering 
service? If so, what is the need of enlisting them? 


+For answer to this question answer to unstaired question No 252 
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■(f) Is it a fact that several engineers have been posted as traffic officers 
in excess of their number? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: (a) The total number of posts in the sanctioned 
i-adre of the Superior Service Civil Engineering Branch of the East Indian 
Hail wav is 70 

(b) 94 

(r) The excess is 18 

(d) and (/) Some .ire employed against administrative posts x.pen to 
officers of all Branches of the Superior Railway Services and, as a toinpor- 
arv anamjriMcnt the remaining numhcr m excess are utili/.ed m vacant 
posts in thi i Lower (i-azetted Service of the Engineering Branch ami m 
other Branches nt the Superior Services 

(i) (i<>\eminent have decided that for the present recruitment ti the 
Indian Railway Sei vice of Engine its (which Jncludes the Superior EnginecT- 
ing Service of the East Indian Railway and of all the other State-managed 
Railways) should he severely restricted This year only one such appoint¬ 
ment was made 


NrMRRK of Officers in the Mechanical Engineering Department, 
East Indian Railway. 

262. Mr. N. M. Joshi: (a) What is the total sanction of officers in the 
'Mechanical Engineering Department including Power, Rolling Stock and 
Electrical Branch for the next year on the East Indian Railwav? What is 
their present permanent strength? 

(6) Is there any excess of such officers? If so, how is it proposed to 
absorb them? 

(<•) If there is a. shortage of these officers why are not surplus 
engineering officers transferred to this branch instead of recruiting proba¬ 
tioners ? 

( d) How many officers of the above department will retire within the 
next three years? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: (</) The total number of posts in the sanetioiud cadre 
of the Superior Service, Mechanical Engineering and Transportation 
(Power) Branches and of the Electrical Branch of the East Indian Rail- 
wav i s 72 Against this number, 65' officers are employed 

[b) The answer to the first part is in the negative, the second part, 
therefore, does not arise. 

(r) The Railway Board have issued orders to the Agent of the East 
Indian Railway to employ Civil Engineers temporarily against vacancies 
in those Branches provided they are qualified to discharge the duties 
attached to the vacant posts 

(d) The number of officers in the Superior Service, Mechanical 
Engineering and Transportation (Power) Branches and of the Electrical 
Branch of the East Indian Railway who will attain the age of superannua¬ 
tion within the next three years, is 8. 
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Kxcaas or Civil Engineers on the East Indian Railway. 

263. Mr. K. M. Joshi: (a) How many civil engine* rs were taken for 
temporary capital work on the East Indian Hu 11 wav' 1 How many of them 
have been discharged and how many remain rtill 0 

(b) Is there any work of construction now. and it not do Government 
propone 1o discharge all of them? 

(c) Is it a fact that some of these engineers have been or are being 
provided against permanent vacancies instead of promoting subordinates 
to the extent of the full number fixed for their promotion? 

(d) How many ot the Civil Engineering officers are due to retire? 

(e) Ho Government propose to recommend Company Lines to take the 
officers in excess on the East Indian Hailway? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: (n) I have called for information from flu* -Agein East 
Indian Hallway, as regards the number of Temporary Engineer* engaged 
during the last five years and will lay a repl\ on the table in due course 

( b ) and (r) A lew r l * inporary Engineers will be ret aim d on pounds 
ot long service and good record. Temporary Engineers are consul ei ‘d for 
appointments in tile Lower Gazetted Service Funds for two | vuject* 
which arc nearing completion have been provided for during 1932-63. 

(</) Tin* number of nificers m the Superior Engineering Branch <»l the 
East Indian Railway who will attain the age ot superannuation this rear 
is 2 

(< i No. a* then* is no excess on tin* East Indian Railway oyci the total- 
sanctioned cadre of gazetted posts 

Promotion of Subordinated in the Civil Engineering \nd Trajfjc 

DEPARTMENTS Ea^T INDIAN HxiIAWY 

264. Mr. N. M Joshi: (<n How many posts are allotted to subord imttj* 
in the Civil Engineering and the Traffic' Departments respectively and how 
many ate at pn sent being held b\ them? 

(hi How maii\ subordinates officiating n each branch have been 
reverted from officers rank in the En<*t Indian Hallway during the current 
vear? 

(ci How mum officers of superior grade have been ported in the places 
of such subordinates* 

id) I low mam of tlu»-o levirw-d subordinates belong to the ? i Ea*t 
Indian llailwn\ and Oiulh and Holnlkund Railway staff respectively? 

(< j How lii.iii\ siila 'i‘d n.iti » - i ihr o'd !.n*t Inman Uacw iv, an.i tlu 
old Oudh and Holulkuml Railway staff rospt .-lively- holding oiV.cerC rink 
are Europeans. Anglo-Indian-. Hindus and Muslim- 

(f) Wlien is it expot led that these reverted **ub-M dmates will be re- 
promoted to the officer’s rank again? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: (a) Tile Honourable Member presumably refeiv to the 
Lower Gazetted Service The sanctioned cadre of the Engineering and 
Transportation (Traffic) and Commercial Departments of the East Indian 
Railway Lower Gazetted Service is 19 and 24 respectively 
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(b') t (c), (fl), ( e ) and (/). 1 have called for information from the Agent. 

East Indian Railway and will lav a replv on the table in due course. 


Subordinates Promoted on the East Indian and Oudh and Rohtl- , 

kund Railways. 

265. Mr. N. M. Joahi: (a) How many subordinates in the East Indian 
Railway and the Oudh and Rohilkund Railway were holding officers’ 
ranks before the amalgamation of the two Railways and how many are 
working in the officer's rank at present? 

(b) Is the East Indian Railway number less and, if so, why? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: 1 have called tor information from the Agent, East 
Indian Railway, and will lav a replv on the table in due course. 


MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT 
Alleged M vltkeatmknt of Women Political Prisoner 

Mr. President: Order, order Honourable Members are aw an* that 
Sardar Sant Singh proposed to ask for leave to make a motion lor the 
adjournment of the business of the House to-dav lor the purpose of dis¬ 
cussing a definite matter of urgent publ.e importance as follows 

“ Maltreatment of Die women political prisoners from Delhi .lail in the course of 
their transfer to mixed jails in the Punjab on the I St h March. 10.'12 " 

1 have to enquire whether unv Honourable Member has am objection 
this motion l) 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar (Hume Member) Yes, Sir. 1 take 
objection to this motion. I understand that the Honourable Member is 
reiving for his motion upon a Press report I have enquired about the 
allegations of maltreatment made, and I hav< satisfied myself that thev 
are entirely unjustified. I do not wish to make a long statement but. 
brieflv. the position was this In order to provide better accommodation 
for a certain number of women prisoners, arrangements were made for 
their transfer to another jail so as to relieve congestion in the Delhi jail 
Thev offered violent resistance to their removal and had to be removed 
with some force. In the case of two or three who had to hi' removed, 
this was done entirely by Police women, who, I am fold, behaved 
extremely w r ell on the occasion. Now, Sir, these being the facts. I 
submit that the Honourable Member would have* taken a more reasonable 
course if he had put down a question, if necessary a short notice question, 
which I should have been perfectly willing to answer Even now, f am 
willing to answnr a short notice question if the Honourable Member will 
put it in specific terms. That, T submit, is the more reasonable course 
for the Honourable Member to take. And T submit further that 'f we 
are to have motions for the adjournment of the House on mere rumours 
or on uncorroborated Press reports, the procedure, of the House will be in 
grave danger of being seriously abused. On these grounds I object to the 
motion. 
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Mr. President: As objection has been taken, I would request those 
Honourable Members who are in favour of leave being granted to rise in iheir 
places As no less than 25 Members have risen, I declare that leave is 
granted and that the motion will be taken up for discussion at 4 p.m. this 
afternoon. 


STATEMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE 

\tmbkk of Pomn u. Prisoners detained under recent Ordinances. 

(Jo m p!e.te reply to A fr S. C . MI ten's starred question No. Ill regarding detention of persons 

m ja>l without trial. 

The Honourable James Crer n r (Home Member ): The total number of 
persons detained in jail without trial on the 31st January, 1932 under the various Ordinances 
was 2,919. 


Appointment of Thief Draftsman on tiie North Western Railway. 

Infonnation to be laid on the labb of the House by Air. P R. Ran in regard to questions 
Nos 467, 46S and 46U asked by Rhai anna Nand on 22nd Fibvunry , lU.Vi 

Question No. 467 .—(«) Before indenting for the sor\ a os of an Assistant Chief Drafts¬ 
man to he recruited in Knglund, t he post was advertised in India, but none of those who 
applied weie < onsidored qualified to fill it. 

(/>), (r) and (d). The reply is in the aflirmnt ive. 

(< ) Mr Stone hold-* the post substantively and theietore the question of confirming 
Mr. Keith Hitchens ns Chief Draftsman does not arise for so long as the former is m service. 
When the post becomes permanently \acant, it will be filled by a suitable man already in 
service with due regard to merit and seniority irrespective of nationality 

Question No. 46\. — (a) Mr S R \\ oodmorc was a “ B ” Class Apprentice Fitter 
and Erector from oth April, 1923 to 4th April, 1928 und on completion of lus course of 
apprenticeship was appointed as a Journeyman on oth April, 1928 and promoted to the 
post of Senior (’bargeman on oth August. 1930. 

(b) Mr. Woodniore is holding the post in an officiating capacity. 

(r) There won* only four “ A ** Class Apprentices in the service at the tune Mr. 
Woodniore was appointed to officiate us Chief Draftsman. 

One of these “ A " class Apprentices has been promoted to a pi>st of Assistant Works 
Manager and tw*o were junior to Mr. Woodniore as apprentices and are now working as 
SeniorChargemen. The remaining apprentice was tried in the grade of a Foreman, found 
unsuitable and reverted as Senior Chargeman. 

Question No. 469. —(a), (6) and (c). The reply is in t lie affirmative. 

(d) It is not a fact that the only training received by Mr. S. R. Woodmore, officiating 
Chief Draftsman, was a course of drawing m the Production Office for a period of five 
months. He w*as a regular apprentice for a period of five years from 5th April, 1923 to 
4th April, 1928, during which period he underwent practical training in the workshops 
and theoretical training in the MarLagan Engineering College Lahore. 

(e) These appointments are ordinarily made from amongst staff in service and the 
claims of all suitable men are considered when making such appointments irrespective of 
t#he nationality or community to which they may belong. 


Net Earnings of certain newly constructed Raiew \y Lines 
The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member tor Commerce and Rail¬ 
ways). Sir, in fulfilment of an undertaking which I gave on the 19th 
February, 19110, during the general discussion on the lhulwav Budget. 1 
lay on iht' table a statement, g\mg the information at present available 
as to the net earnings of eertain newly constructed railway lint's, luring 
fhe financial year 1930-ttl, and a comparison of the return given by these 
•earnings on the capital outlay with the return anticipated in the original 
estimates. 









Statement thawing net earnings during the financial year 1930-31 of new lines opened after 1st October 1927 , throughout for traffic fot a full year 
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Number of Convictions under tiie Ordinances in connection with the 
Civil Disobedience Movement. 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar (Home Mi*nil>. n I lav on the, table 
ri statemcui which gives the information promised in i * * j j 1 \ to j> ;i rt (a) of 
starred qurnlioii No 10*2 ashed In Uai Jialnulur Sukhraj 1 •.«, on the 3rd. 
Fehruarv 1032 regarding the number ni person- eon\ieted under the 
C'idin.Hires m conneelion with ihe civil disobedience movemeiu 


iStufrmcnf of fonnction* up to the end of January l*hV2 multi the Ordinance s mi connection 
u'lth tin pit fivnt m'd di'tfthrdtuu'i tnonant ,il. 


Pro* i in i* 


Mu ilr.is ... 

Bomhta ... 

Bengal 

United 1’im iim «■*' 

Punjab 

Burma 

Bilmi ami < Iri '"».i 
('out ral l»r«n itu rs 
Ahsuim 

North \\ *M Knmlua Province 

Delhi 

Uoorir 

Ajmer -M« rwara 

Total 


Nnrnher Komnl^ 


'21 :i 

M 4 Approximate figures up to 
J..4J1 »’7tli Januarv. 

11 > 

X,l 

n»r» 

i:is 

u\ 

IS 
:is 
A d 





Alleged Kkstrictions on tiie Press in Bengal 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: I lay on the table a complete reply 
to Mr S. (\ Mitra’s starred question No. 502 regarding alleged restrictions 
on the Press in Bengal. 


(a) (0 I understand that some Local Governments have warned newspapers that the 
publication of matter intended or likely to further the civil disobedience movement might 
expose them to penalties. It is not unlikely that some difference m treatment arises 
from difference in local conditions. 

(n) I do not know whether Pundit Malaviya’s letter was published in the newspapers 
of all provinces; so far as Bengal is concerned extracts from the letter appeared in most 
of the papers. 

(iii) It is not correct that any restrictions are placed on such reports in Bengal. 

(iv) In Bengal, newspapers have been warned to be careful m regard to the publication 
of statements by accused persons aiming directly at the furtherance of the civil disobed¬ 
ience or terrorist movements. 

(v) I have no reason to believe that this is the case. The only instance of excision 
from such reports in Bengal was a dozen words in one sentence contained in a telegram. 

(in) A letter from these two bodies addressed to the Governor of Bengal was withheld 
from publication as the local Government considered that it was obviously intended to be 
u sed as propaganda for the civil disobedience movement. 

(ft) The action of Local Governments in different provinces must to a certain extent 
be dictated by local circumstances. I have not yet seen anything which renders the issue 
*of general instructions necessary or desirable. 
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Sikh Representation in regard to Retrenchment in the Army Audit 

Office. 

Riply to starred question Xo. 740. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster. Yes. A representation whs received from 
the President., Sim Guriixiugh Sabha. Lyallpur. No action was necessary on this 
representation, as under the instructions issued by the Government oi India in c 01 .ncction 
with tho rotrenchnient ot personnel, no member of the Sikh eoiniminil.v bee amt' huble to 
discharge from these establishments. 


Disposal ok Income-tax Applications in Sind 

In r ormation ptomised m reply to starred question So. 6)2 ashed by Mr. Lab hand Saralrai 
on the 7th March, 1932 reyardinq tht number of casts in which application Jot ufcrence 
to Htqh Court under Section 00 (2) of the Indian Income-tax Act were refused m the 
Income-tax department. Sind. 

The Hcnouiable Sir (icoKje Schustei • I retired that l cannot undertake to supply 
the inform,it ion a-ked for by the Honourable Member. Separate figures me not avail¬ 
able for Sind and, while the number ot Sind ease,, must be veiv trifling, their ext roc* 
tion from tho records of the whole Pre-udewv would involve* searching through 
hundreds and hundreds ot rev i>jon pot it ions With stall reduced hv retrenchment this 
would he an impossible task. I will only add that the hit tea part u! the Honourable 
Member's question seems to ins olve a misconception. No application foi a reference 
to the High (\>urt cm have been rejected on the* ground that the court ot the 
Judicial Commissioner, Sind, vv.is not a High Court within the meaning ot Section (hi of the 
Act. Tht* Commissioner ot Income-tax has never hold the* view that then* was no High 
Court to which as«,ossoes m Sind could claim a reference, and coiisixpientIv if he had held 
that tho court ot the Judicial Commissioner. Sind, was not a High Court, it would have 
followed that, an asscsscc m Sind could claim a reterence to tho High Court of Hombay. 


Return of Fees deposited in Applicants under ihe Indivn J.v com e-tax 

Act. 


Information promised in reply to started question A ’o. 030 asked bq Mr. Lalrhand Sai'alrai 
on the 7th March , 1932, regarding refund of fus depositid under Section 00 (2) of the 
Indian Income-tax Act, 1922. 

The Honourable Sir George Schvster ; (a) Tho Honourable Member's question as 

worded appears to betray a misconception of the position. The refund of fees paid 
under Section «6 (21 of tho Indian Income-tax Act, 1R22, is governed bv the proviso 
to that Section and not by the intentions of tho Government of India. Under that 
section a fee can only be refunded if the applicant withdraws his application 
after tho Commissioner lias decided the question ot law rawed in the application and 
not otherwise. Tho foe cannot legally be refunded when an applicant withdraws his 
application simply because the Comrmssoner of Income-tax has declined to make u refer¬ 
ence to the High Court, ff however the intention of the Honourable Member’s question 
was to ascertain whether Government have any intention ot getting the present law al¬ 
tered I may inform him that we propose, when a suitable opportunity arises, to introduce 
a BUI to amend inter alia the pioviso to section (>6 (2) so as to entitle an assessing to the 
refund of the fee, that he has to pay with his apphcui ion tor a icfcieiii c 1 1 . the High Court, 
if tho application is i ejected on the gi mind that no point of law hums 

(b) Tins is no doubt a fact, and the procedure of the Commissioner of Income-tax 
w is in a ; *ord m -o with the law. 

(c) I rogret that I cannot undertake to collect the information a^ked for. 

(d) No, because, as already explained, tho action of tho Commissioner of Income-tax* 
Bombay, was in accordance with tho law. 


THE HINDU MARRIAGES DI8SOLM ION HILL 

Presentation of the Report of the Committee on Public Petitions. 

Mr. Arthur Moore: Sir, I present the Report of the Committee on Peti¬ 
tions on certain petitions relating to the Hindu Marriages Dissolution 
Bill. 



THE HINDI' UNTOUCHABLE CASTES (REMOVAL OF 
DISABILITIES) BILL. 

PHKHI.N'TA'L JON OK Till IxhPOUT OK T1IK CoMMITl'KL O.V PlT.I I< PkIITJONS. 

Mr. Arthur Moore: Sir, T present the Report of the Committee on 
Petitions on certain petitions* relating to the Hindu Untouchable Castes 
(Removal of Disabilities) Bill 


ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO THE STANDI NO FINANCE 

COMMITTEE. 

Mr. President: Honourable Members will now proceed to elect Members 
10 v not. exceeding fourteen in number to the Standing Finance 
oon. (’ oln 1 n j|tre f or the financial \ear 19M2-83 There are 23 candi¬ 
dates whose names an* printed on the ballot papers which will now be 
supplied to Honourable Members in the order in which I call them 

(Tin ballot was then taken ) 


ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO THE STAND INC COMMITTEE ON 

EMTC. RATION 

Mr. President: Honourable Members will now proceed to fleet eight 
non-ofheial Member* to -dt. on the Stnnd.ng Committee on Emigration. 
Then* are nun candidates uhrc.e names are printed on the habot papers 
wh' *h w ,11 now he s»uppl.ed to Honourable Mt mbors m the order in which 
I call tie m 


(The ballot was then taken » 


THE ANCIENT MONUMENTS PRESERVATION (AMENDMENT) 

BILL. 

Sir Frank Noyce (Seeivtan, Department of Education, Health and 
Lands)* Sir, 1 mo\e that Sir Cow asp deliangir be appointed to the Select 
Committee on the Bill to amend the Ancient Monuments Preservation Act, 
1904. for certain purposes. 

The motion was adopted. 


THE INDIAN MEDICAL COUNCIL BTLL 

Sir Frank Noyce (Secretary. Department of Education. Health and 
Lands): Sir, I move for leave to introduce a Bill to establish a Medical 
Council in Lidia and to provide for the maintenance of a British Indian 

( 2415 ) 



2416 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[23rd. Mar 1932. 


[Sir Frank Novce.] 

Medical Register. The objects of this Bill are so clearly set forth in the 
Statement of Objects and Bensons and also in the very detailed notes on 
the clause*, which T venture to commend to the special consideration of 
this House, that it is unnecessary for me to say more at thw stage than 
that this measure is one which has undoubtedly aroused a great deal of 
interest and some controversy I am certain that much of that controversy 
is based on a misconception of its exact- aim and scope and I trust- that' 
in the course of the debates on the Bill, it will he possible to remove it. 
Sir. 1 move 

Mr C C. Biswas (Calcutta* Non-Muhammadan Urban) Ma\ I ask 
the Honourable the Mo\er one tiling*’ I d<» not propose to g<» im<» the 
explanations . 

Mr. President: ThU is iu»t the stagi for doing *o 

Mr. C. C. Biswas: I should like to ask h*»w Inr < 1 1 »\* rmn.-nt bad gixen 
effect to the recommendations of the Conference which was held at- Simla 
in 1930 T h»*lie\i a conference wan summoned by (loxernnunt in Simla 
in 1930 ... 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoolai TIik is the 
introduction stage, the discussion will take plact in du« course when the 
Bill comes up tor consideration or for reference to Select Committor 

The question is. 

“That leave be granted to lntrndme a Bill to establish a Mcdn a) f'i mu il m India 
and to provide for the maintenance of a British Indian Medcal ItogiMei 

r rhe motion was adopted. 

Sir Frank Noyce: K,i I ntiudu e the Bill 

THE SALT ADDITIONAL IMPORT DC'IA (KXTLNDIM.) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (l*’iiianc< Memla r, Nr 1 move 
that the Rill to extend the operation of ihe Salt (Additional Import Dutv) 
Act. 1931 be taken min eonsah rati m 

Those Honourable Members who ha\e had time io stud\ the second 
Report of the Salt Industry Committ**, ol 11 ik Vwmibly will f think, 
find no difficulty in understanding the murs* of action winch we arc 
putting before the House in this Bill, but it would la* a*- will d I recall 
very shortlv what arc the salient facts m ttu* position The House will 
recollect that as a result of a continuous expression of public opinion, 

the Go\eminent decided to appoint a Tariff Board Inquiry min the 

salt- industry with a view to seeing whether India could he made self- 

supporting as regards flic product mu of salt The Tariff Board reported 

that that object could be achieved. What was required for that purpose 
was that Indian sources should he developed for tin* supplx «>f about- 
500,000 tons of fine white crushed salt- which had hitherto been imported 
from foreign sources into Calcutta. Tin* Tariff Board recommended that 
in order to ensure the development of Indian industry, what was above 
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all things required was the assurance of stability of prices at a fair level, 
and they further reported that if stability could be assured at what they 
considered to be a fair level, which was Its. 00 a hundred inaunds on 
ship at Calcutta, if that price could be secured over a period of years, 
m the long run the consumer would be better off than Ik had been in 
the past. The Hoard in order to achieve then* object recommended that 
the Government should step in and control nil supplies of imported salt 
and eventually should set up a non-Goveriunental Marketing Hoard. 
Government felt some difficulty accepting that proposal because they 
realised that there would be very great practical difficulties in putting it 
into operation, and as jn the whole matter our attitude had been .me of 
endeavouring to meet the wishes of this Assembly, ue adopted the 
somewhat unusual course of proposing that a Committee of this Assembly 
composed of non-official Members should study the Tariff Board's Beport 
and recommend how best tin* objects which \w and the Tariff Board 
wire aiming at could be put into operation. The Committee recommended 
a much simpler scheme They ielt that, at any rate to start with, the 
most practical way of achieving the desned object was to impose a special 
import duty on a foreign salt a duty so fixed that taking the current 
market price, those producers who would be protected b\ the dut\ could 
rely on what the Tariff Board regarded as a lair celling price that is ter 
say lbs 66 a hundred maunds Therefore in < e-dor to secure that, they 
recommended an import duty ot 4^ annas per niaund But that was not 
1 lie ulioh <.l thee i re ilium nd.it i< >u .ilid 1 vv ,mt to put t< > tile House 

that tins must not be regarded its an ordman scheme of protection. 
There was a special ieaturt m the plan. Coupled with the protection 
gi\eii h\ the import dut\ to Indian soutte- «.t supply was a proMsion 

that the Go\eminent- should ha\c the right to buy the whole production 
ni those sources that got I lie advantage of that protection at 

the T.uilT 1 >»and s fair selling pru e of Bs. 66 a hundred maunds Therefore, 
tlit Jesuit would be that on the one hand m the absence of foreign 

competition at lewis which Had hitherto not been attained, in the absence 

of foreign competition which would have pushed the basic price down 

below tin* a\ ei age that had been prevailing for the last \e«tr those 

producers could rely mi getting its 66 a hundred m.mnds, blit if tliey r 

tried 1 11 put prici •» up above that ,md to pinfititr it t in exp< 'e<* of the 
consumer, tin Government could come in and lake over the w holt supplies 
at that level The House approved of those proposals and passed the 
Suit- Import Duty Act last war to take effect onl\ for urn war so that 
we might have tin opportumtv oi seeing liovv >t worked in practic**. 


V\ e can now n view the tesuits ot the past twelve months, and 1 
think we may claim that the si heme has been entirely successful in 
achieving its object. First a< regards price, the immediate result of 
the imposition of the duty was to put up the price of that quality of 
imported salt at Calcutta from the prevailing level of about Bs. 40 
a hundred maunds to Tis 62 u hundred mamuls It staved at Hs. 0*2 
for a short period, and then it gradually crept up to F!s 06. a level 
which it reached in October, where it lias remained steady ever since. 
We can, therefore, say that we have achieved tin* result of stabilising 
the prices for that quality of salt at vvhat the Tariff Board regarded as 
a. fair Rolling price, and that thus far the object has been achieved On 
the other hand, results show that the object of encouraging Indian 
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producers lias also been achieved to a very remarkable extent. I can 
give the House some figures. Ju the first nine months of the current 
financial year, compared with the corresponding period in the previous 
year, clearances of foreign salt for consumption in the Bengal ports of 
Calcutta and Chittagong fell from 80 laklig of maunds to 24 lakhs of 
maunds, while clearances of Indian salt,—and Indian salt for this purpose 
includes Aden salt ,—rose from under 41 lakhs of maunds to just under 
80 lakhs of maunds, that is to say, Indian salt production doubled while 
foreign salt clearances fell to a little over a quarter of wlmt they had 
been for the same period in the preceding year. 

I want now to turn to what is perhaps the most difficult feature in 
the situation, and m order to do so, I will further analyse the figures for 
the imports of Indian salt. Indian salt, as I just explained to the 
House, includes for the present purposes salt produced at Aden, and the 
House will recollect that the Tariff Board recommended i hat Aden should 
be treated as part of India for this purpose. Now, if we analyse the 
total clearances of 79A lakhs of maunds at the Bengal ports for the first 
nine months of the current financial your, we find that out ot those 79A 
lakhs of maunds, (inA lakhs of maunds came from Aden, and that the 
Aden production went up last year as compared with the preceding year 
from 32A lakhs to fi,V, lakhs of maunds, that is to say. it more than 
doubled, while the production from other Indian sources from Karachi, 
Bombay Tuticorm. Oklu and Naxalakln went up from KA lakhs of in,muds 
In just our 11 lakhs that is to sax Aden salt more th;m doubled, it 
went up hv o\er a hundred p«n cent w lule other Indian sonire.s increased 
In about 7o per cent Th .se sire the results ol the working foi the past 
year and the question now is what we ought to do In accordance with 
the recommendation of the Assembly Committee on s.ili. tin Committee 
remained in existence, and the Goxernment referred the whole mutter to 
them when they were able to prepare the Report on the working of the 
first mile months The first thing that, the Suit Committee lmd In do 
was to consider whether the time had come to alter the general plan, 
that is to sa\. whether th»* Omommcnt could now consider setting up a 
Marketing Board on the lines recommended b\ the Tariff Board \\ > had 
in the meanwhile consulted Provincial Governments on that question, and 
they were all ven much against it They saw a cry great difficulties in 
operating it and regarded the advantages to !>•• obtained }( ^ not worth 
the risks The Assembly Committee were impressed In these opinions 
and decided that the firm had not jot come to adopt the Tariff Board’s 
Marketing Board scheme We therefore fell hack on the idea of con¬ 
tinuing the present scheme of //it a ^‘-protect Lon The Committee fully 

recognised that, if the objects of a scheme of that kind weiv to lit* achieved, 
some security must he given to producers They can liardlx he expected 
to develop their business unless thc\ can look forward to the future with 
a certain amount of assurance It would therefore lm\c been tie* desire 
of the Committee, on the results of the year’s experience, to iveoinmend 
the adoption of a scheme for a period of \enrs which would have given 
the producers that measure of assurance 'which fhov desired; but on the 
other band, the Committee felt that they wore faced with a very groat, 
practical difficulty And the practical difficulty is this From the figures 
which T haxe given, it Is quite clear that the producers who have been 
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mainly benefited arc the Aden producers, and the Committee felt, and 
we in the Government felt also, that there was a considerable danger 
that, it this scheme went on in its present form, Aden production might 
expand to such an extent that the sources of production on tin* mainland 
of India might he crushed out of existence. That I put to the House 
would he a result which is precisely contrary to what Honourable Members 
here intended, and preeiselv eonfrarx to the recommendations of the Tariff 
hoard The Tariff hoard if I might put their recommendations in a brief 
and Kiiimiiijn fashion, took the following hm , that it we were considering 
the interests of India, salt production could be divided into three classes. 
The class of production winch would be of the greatest benefit to India 
would be production from inland sources of supply. That would, fiist of 
all, give a fairly subslantial measure of employment to labour; it would 
give substantia! freights to Government railways, and ahn\e all. it would 
give India a source of supply on which she could rely in case of war. 

I would remind the House that one of the reasons why Indian opinion 
came to feel so strongly about making India self-supporting as regards 
salt was the difficulty of obtaining supplies during the last Great War. 
For that purpose, obviously you would have to develop inland sources of 
supply. The Tariff Hoard then considered what were tin advantages 
■of developing the sou ices on the sea-coast of India, and they came to the 
conclusion that, although it might be of some benefit to India, from the 
economic point of view the benefit was not very great There would not 
he very much employment for labour, and as regards security in time of 
war, as salt from Karachi or Oklia has to be brought round to Calcutta 
by sea, the risk ol interference with thai trade would be almost as great 
as the risk of import * from the lied Sea ports The Committee of the 
Legislative Assembly also telt. the same about that, but they did point 
out that as regards those sources on the sea-coast of India, there was at 
least this advantage that, although transport by rail might not ho the 
most, economical method oi bringing sialt from Karachi to Calcutta, still 
it would be possible and therefore in time of war those sources of supply 
would have some advantage* over the Red Sea ports 

That, then, is the second class uf Indian production, and under the 
third class the Tariff Board and we on the Assembly Committee would 
have put Aden Aden in a sense represents India Indian interests 

have developed to a large extent the salt production of Aden, and the 
Government of India derive income-tax from the profits of Aden producers. 
Hut looking at. u from a broad pouit of view, it cannot be said that the 

advantages of developing Aden production are quite, ns great to Tndia us 

the advantages of developing the sources of production on the mainland 
of India That is the way m winch we looked at the matter, and we 
naturally then came to the conclusion that, if the result of the siherne 
was to develop Aden at the expense of the sources of supply on the 
mainland of India, that would he failing to achieve the objects which we 
understood the House would have approved. Having armed *T that 
conclusion, it is not- at all easy to see how best effect can be given io it. 
On the one hand \vt must, and T am sure all Members of the House 
will agree with me in this—we must- be fair to Aden Aden is part of 

India, and ns I have reminded the House, then* are Indian interests 

and taxpayers to the Indian exchequer there. We must he fair to Aden 
not only because they* belong to Tndia. but also because they have helped 
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us considerably in the past year developing their sources oi production 
to achieve the objqct which we had in mind. Hut looking to the future, 
supposing—let me put it in this xxay—-supposing the total production 
which we require is 500,000 tons, and supposing the Indian sources of 
supply on the mam land of India arc capable of being developed to the 
extent of 300.000 tons per annum, we eould not allow Aden to secure a 
position in which they would take, mix -150 (MX) out of the 500.000 tons 
for which there is a market. Looking at the matter m that wax, we on 
the Committee felt that we might eventually lane to come to some 
scheme for allotting quotas to the xqrious sources of Indian supply They 
might then work on the assured basis of an allotted quota and with an 
assured selling figure. That we feel is the line which has got 1o he 
examined m tile future, hut that, again, is obviously not an easy line 
to examine, because in the present period when the sources of supply 
on the mainland of India are still in their inhmcx and when Aden is 
fully developed. Aden obviously can get a lugger share than ‘die ought 
to get in 5 or 10 years' time, and therefore the quotas will have to he 
varying quotas Aden would have to haw* a stcadilx declining quota a> 
the sources on the mainland of India developed In all these eircum 
stances, we thought that the best plan would be to recommend an 
extension of the Act putting an import, duty on foreign sult--to recommend 
its extension lor one year and to put it. to die Houm that during that 
year we m the Government would call a conference of produte's end 
ende.rxoui to amn at a tan reasonable and pr.ietic.dile arrangement. 
We feel it much better to he frank with these ptodiicers to tell them 
exactly what fie j »sition is .md to ask h»i t In-»r co-op* no mu m working 
together lor the object which the Indian Legislatun will support. We 
believe In th.it wax although doubtless Aden would not get ill thal thex 
might ask lor—m that wax it would hr possihh 1o devise a scheme 
winch will pul Aden in a leasoiiahle position and smir* tile co-op« i at ion 
oi the Aden producer'- during the intervenin'.: period when we need their 
supplies because tin* supplies on the mainland of India wdl not he fully 
developed 

That, Su ! think "iifheieiit lx (dearly puN the posit ion hctuie tile 
House There only one other pant t« which 1 would rtlei ;n conclu¬ 
sion. Out .i11t*nluni (.n the Salt CommiMei was called to the fact tliat 
certain ot the i.ietois on which the Tant: Hnjud had based their estimate 
of what was a tail* selling price, liad liMtena'ly changed m tlie last IS 
months. The freight from Aden, ior example, we were mlormed. had drop¬ 
ped something like Its. 10 per hundred iniiiiinh Some of the members of 
the Coni/iuttei theretoie felt that du time had mine to lexis* that 
price of L's. (Hi pci hundred liiaiuids The\ hit mat Vden was getting 
too lag an advantage out ot the present nrr.mgeini nt lint after full 
discussion die general feeling «>n the Committee xx.-k that it was too 
early vet to attempt to it vise that price After all in < ases ol this kind 
where Tanff Hoard inquiries art* ^et up one has to relx on the findings of 
that Hoard Thex no into tie- rnattei very carefully. and although we 
know that certain factors must fluctuate from veal* to \eai, if x\e arc trxing 
to carry out a policy of tins kind, 1 would put it to the House that it is 
impossible to attempt to folloxv up all those factois from year to year 
and vary the piice too frequently. Therefore we recommended to the 
House that this matter should be studied together with the other matter 
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which I have mentioned in the coming twelve months but for the present 
that we should make no change in the level of the import duty. Sir, 
I move. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Illusion: Non-Muhammadan; • This is the first 
occasion on which 1 not only bless a Ihll which lias been introduced by 
the Honourable the Finance Member, but entneh endorse evei\ word that 
he has spoken It is seldom that we agree with tin Trca-ur\ Benches, 
but this is one oi those siipremeJ\ felicitous occasions when the Finance 
Member has understood the spirit in the country and has agreed to protect 
the salt md istrv Sit. ni some future years if T am to write tin* history 
ot different Finane. Members, alien I write ot the period ot Sir George 
Schuster. I will sa\ that he eon I erred one great benefit on India and that 
was lo pr )teet the sail indusm oJ India. He has tried his le\e! best to 
make India self-supporting a^ regards la r salt production. Wo have 
heard If an pnuous Fjiianee M» mheis that it \\a< a sentiment with us to 
demand the protection of salt, and also to ask for a differential duty on 
foreign ^ilts. so that India could he again lf-suppi rtmg as regards her 
salt ieipiueiuonts The present Finance Member agreed with that demand 
of this sale of tlie House and introduced a me isuk last year when pro¬ 
tection was gi\en to the salt indusm for one war This measure again 
has bei n brought before iis asking ihh House to continue tli< protection 
for another 'war Now the proviso contained m paiagraph *1 of the second 
report of tfa A'-seinhK Salt Committee is this—that the protection is to be 
assured for an adequate period So it means that hv agreeing for the 
weorul oar <o proteetion for the s ill imhistr\ we agree to protection >i 
the salt industr\ for an adequati pi riod vo that India -ball be solf-siip- 
pnrhng in its requnvm< lit of ^alt 

Sn. I must point out. av | hau pointed out in tin past, wlienewr the 
country demands protection .i ceitain vt ot “\pl ut**rs known as Manag¬ 
ing Ag» lit" who ate lie nisi I\e v not capitalists but who exploit the capital¬ 
ists* mole \ and the in\est«>rs money bring up certain representations to 
tile Gowmment winch are eoiilia’ a \ to the pn|je\ «»t all schemes of pro¬ 
tection I was surprised th.it the Indian Salt Asocial ion nt Bombay 

should la \e tlie cheek lu ask the Government to abandon the contemplated 
development ot -alt from inland sources There an half a dozen manu¬ 
facturers in Aden and in Bomhax and these people in oreler to make 
nionev for t fieinselve ' Want that 11n i\ shemlel he no i It manufacture* ill 
Orissa Madras. Bengal or fie»m the (mitral smrevs m Khe*wra and 
Samhhar. and wlncli was an essential part of the recommendation of the 
Tanff 1 »oaid If there are am representatives of those capitalists on the 
Iioinha\ -ide m tins House. 1 ask them fo partienlarlx rcael this repre¬ 
sentation which lias been cireailati d to every Member of the House and 
ds » circulated t-» members of the Salt Committee through the* Govern¬ 
ment. It is these people who. with tlu-ir inordinate zeal to exploit, want 
io exploit the- masses of the counlrx so that the\ ma\ ge*i higher dividends. 
T found this partieular lnemnr.mda of tlu* Indian Salt Manufacturers* 
\ssociation bad been signed 1>\ Mr Kupilram Vakil. TTnnourarx Secretar\ 
«f tin* Saif \sso<‘iation 1 cannot understand how the C mmuttcc of that 
\ssoeiaiion has subscribed tei this principle. Tie* same representation has 
eoine from the Karachi salt manufacturers. They also sav that the con¬ 
templated development of inland sources be abandoned. Once or twice X 
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have stated on tlu- floor of the House that the greed of the Bombay capital¬ 
ists i.s neNuiid all hunt, Jl Js boundkss; ami these men in Oklm, Karachi 
and Bumbav want to supply the whole of India and make all the money 
they ea.i and the Honourable tlie finance Member )ms already narrated 
what would happen in ease of war and how a salt iamine would occur. 
Ever}both knows the high railway freights on salt from Karachi t-o Bengal, 
and in lime ot war one cannon shot will [nit all tlit 1 salt- carried on steam¬ 
ships into the bottom of the sea. f particular]} refer to this, so that my 
Honourable friend Mr. Mody will take note of it. My friend Mr. Mody knows 
that the interest of all parts of India is the same, that India wants to bo 
self-supporting, that Indian industries should be supported, and protected, 
but when one becomes a bloated capitalist, one torgets all the decencies 
of life and makes such statements that no oi\ihsed human being can make 
and the Bombay Salt Association has made it (Interruption by Mr. Mod} A 
When I make these observations, l want- to gi\c a warning not only to the 

1pm sa ^ P r °dueers m Bombay and Aden, hut also to all those future 

PM * industries and industrialists who want to come before this 

House tor protection Sir. let tin m not think of ihomselyi <* ■ let them 
think of the country as a whole 

Sir. m\ Honourable inend live Finance Menthol, pointed out that 
Aden, under the Sea-eustoms Act is not a pint ot India, but fur all 
administrative purposes it j*. p.oi nt India Sir, m the Select (’ommittee 
it e.une is ,i surprise to luoM o! \k to d 'scout that Ad* n js not part of 
India and that it ,i !i<e purl and li.itiiiallv ut h.-g.m to wonder whethei 
it w'Ottld he wise to giy.- protection to n rtam ind'istius up. i.ding tin ic 
with the o suit th.it tin \ might p >vr ‘-tione ri\;ds l«» H<lt poiduetion from 
indigenous sources such as the finyr’imuni ^.nrivs m Kin wra. Bengal 

Orissa and Madras and also pm ite source*. T!i* , n f<»re the recommend i 

lion as the Honourable the Finance Member r*-a.i it out was madi tint 
there should lie a salt quota, and that the Aden quota of salt, for Indian 
'Consumption should he restricted Personally T eiitiri h agree with that. 
I think India cannot at present manufacture* all the salt that will ho re¬ 
quired. hut in five or si\ \enrs. if tin* fir vernmcut of India themselves 
become active and develop their sail sources in Kliewra m I»«r)pufana and 
apply pressure and force on the Pionncial fiovernnants to develop their 
internal sources of salt, then India will not have to remain indebted to 

Aden at all Now, what are the sources of supph at Aden*’ The largest 

source of supply is an Italian company, and dial company lias tk» Indian 
•directors T do not know if it even pnvs proper income-tax to the Govern¬ 
ment of India. S,r, in para. 14 of the second report we hnvr recornnicnder! 
this: 

“ Finitlv, it should bo stated that so mo of our members arc von anxious that m \ iew 
of tho gro.it bonefits rofoivori by the Aden manufacturers from the policy adopted last 
year, stops should ho taken by t ho Adon Salt Works on tho lin*'s mdu atod in paragraph 103 
of the Tariff Board Report to have tho concern transferred to a rupee company with a suit - 
able proportion of Indian directors. Wo understand that tin* dm eminent Will communi¬ 
cate to the proprietors this expression of opinion." 

Sir, r»f course- this was n unanimous report whcdi s<»me ot us did nob 
like, T find my friend Mr Morgan afterwards wrot* a minute of dissent, 
but- I did not like that Hus pious communication frnrn the Government of 
India should onh be addressed to the proprietors of that particular firm 
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It is time* tin* Government should legislaic -o llmt t can compel alien 
firms like tins Italian firm, who an* "rowing fat at India's cost, to convert 
their concerns JTito rupee capital concerns and to take in a sufficient num¬ 
ber of Indian directors. Not onl\ that, Sir, but (io\eminent sliould T think 
see that such business houses do not e\adc all the income and other faxes 
that an\ other firm inamilactwring in India is liable lor. How this can be 

managed it is foi the Government to fhv.se. During the bed 4 or 5 \ears 

when protective measures have been discussed, this side of ihe House has 
every time insisted on the Government that it was high time that they 
should legislate so that this recommendation contained in paragraph 14 
should become operative bv legislative* enactment. 

Sir, when last 3 ear this House gav'* sanction to the protection oi the 
suit lndu&lrv for one \ear, the Honourable the Finance Member brought 
forward 1 Resolution whorehv one-eighth ot the luuds collected b\ the 
additional un|>orl dutv should go to the Government oi India tor the pur¬ 
pose of develomng the C entral Government s salt sources, the remaining 
nmuev being distributed on a consumption basis to the provinces that 
were unportiug foreign and a Jicsoluliun was passed which recom- 

inendrd that Ifio^e pMVinei should spend that moiiev lor tin* purpose of 
developing their sail snuicis This Resolution was moved on the 1st April 

F.H 1 N >ia i»t 11 -. th'.iiL’ln when tin* Hmiouralile the Finance Member 

iii«>\«■<! tin lb siiliitn.ii that u v\f)uld U* regarded bv the Provincial Govern¬ 
ment-, a** a mere o eoiiinieiid.ilion Sir. we know that when wo non- 
niViciuD pa-*- a h» solution. it lias the force of a recommendation onlv to 
the Government ot India and does not become binding But at that time, 
none »>i u*- foresaw ihit there was a loophole wherein a Resolution moved 
bv the Government n< India themselves through the Honour ihlc the 
Finance* Member would not become binding on the Provincial Governments-. 
What do we find ’ We find in the Report h\ the Central Board of Revenue 
on the working of the additional import dutv on salt, on page 7 , para. 27, 
a suimriarv 01 tin* action taken h\ the Provincial Governments which 
runs thus * 

“ In it* Resolution dated 1st April 1931 the Legislative Assembly suggested” 

—Sir. we thought at the tune that the Government Resolution gave a 
inundate or rather an order to the Provincial Governments how to spend 
that money, hut from the Report as if comes from the Central Board of 
Revenue we find that its tone has gone down, that it was “suggested”— 

“that the attention of the Local < »ov eminent receiving a portion of the above duty should 
ho drawn to the doflinthility of applv mg this revenue m port to the development of salt 
produet ion where such development vvn*> oeonomirtilly feasible in any piovmce. The 
matter has been referred to the (iovorninentH eomeimd. Vp to date all Covornents 
except tlmt of Burma have replied. Bengal and Assam do not pu>] o-«* t< dt \ ote ntu Mum 
to the object mentioned suae tlieie is 1.0 salt industry U • develi.j-. and re mIiii e il * t is 
eeonornienlly feasible for the prndudioi. »»f n aiketah’e sa,t »i. I t 1 i»d 1 r*- 1 .< 11 produced. n 

•Sir, 1 am no! here standing as a champion of Bengal When liiv Vend, 
Mr S C Mitra, and inv triend. Mr. K C Neogv, iw, they will sa;. how 
this replv of the Bengal Government is absolutely false. Sir. thoie was 
r time when Bengal was manufacturing all its sail n quirements and 
I reducing own «idf A reference to the Assembly debates in the past 
w 11 s]n,w that Mr Neogv. Mr. Miira and ofliers have brought out the 
t»*ue tiicis * lb -du-.tion hew s»n»v the imp of Cheshire salt in 1823' 
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and tin ivattLT. Bengal salt sources m liijli, tin* Sunderbuns and (’hittagung 
wriv all restricted in thi*ir system ot manufacture and Were allowed to 
die a nalura! death Sir. the Government ot Denial's priinar\ function is 
to develop ihese mdustrial concerns. hut tli*\\ write point blank that “No 
scheme that is economically feasible for tin production of marketable salt 
has been produced" Sir, T ha\e seen ivporN saying that the Bnv ot 
Bengal gets too much fresh water through the Ganges and her estuaries 
so the sea-water lias heeome less saline (Laughter) I do not know" that 
during the last loO years the cluuatie eondition <>f India lias changed and 
that the Ba\ of Bengal lias heeome h*s K salim* How* is it that it was not 
less saline m 1H2.‘> and beloie, when salt was manufactured h\ the Govern 
ment- of Bengal and the (imernnu nt o! India up to 1S.*>3 in TTijli and 
also in Orissa" I will come to the ease of ni\ own pi o\ me* Orissa, later 
on: 

“The amount due to Madras is negligible The (Jmenmamt of the tnitod l’rm inres 
agree tonpplv their share to development ot salt pt eduction m that p»o\ mcc and an* con- 
sicDrme miMHure* ot development. * the cost of which must ho sim*tl\ limited 1 n i him slum* 
of the yield as it k mipn*sih]<* t o allow 11m part ufthoeo*Jt to ir<» mcmiiM onhnai\ pTo\incial 
resources 

Sir. I 1 ike m\ bat oh to tlu* Dinted Pr.oinre^ 

“ The Bomhav(to\eminent aiestill tnakumenpuirios as lollu* necessity and f<*asihiht\ 
of oconomiculh di*\ clopum salt prodmtion in the President \. wlnlo the* liihai and Orissa 
have deterred the tomiulalion ot pioposals till Air Put's r<»< oinmendations on the poten 
riahtios of Orissa an* known to them and Mi Pitt has coimimnicatcil Ins \iews on two 
applications received tor inamitacture ot sail on ihe Oimshh < oast, whu-h tho\ ha\e referred 
tohim.” 

Sir. I take ni\ hat off also in tin < ln\ • rnnicnt ot Bilim* and Orissa 
That brings me. Sir, to the report ot .Mr Pitt Mr Pitt assisted Sir 
Chimilal Mehta and was a member ot the Salt Surwx Committee which 
wenf into the sources of salt of the Government ot India in Hajputanu and 
the Punjab The first Assembly Salt Commit toe recommended that the 
Government ot India should impure into the sources ni salt production m 
Bengal and Orissa before they issued their second report. So, Mr. Pitt, 
the General Manager of Khewra. was deputed by the Go\eminent of India 
to inquire into those aspects. [ am sorry the report has not vet been 
placed in our hands. We are given to understand that the Press is too 
busy with the printing of AssembK Debates, and so Ihe Central Board 
of Revenue has not yet been able to get the book printed. However, we 
were supplied with a summary; it was supplied to us on the lflth Febrimn 
last. I cannot understand why the Government of Tndia have not been 
able to publish the book so far. Anywa\, Mr Pitt's recommendations 
regarding salt, manufacture in OriRsa and Bengal are very outspoken. Mr. 
Pitt suggests experimental farms at two places in Orissa, and I hope the 
Government of Tndia will draw the attention of the Government of Bihar 
and Orissa to this and insist that they will start these experimental farms 
and give any surplus money that they may have in their hands to other 
private manufacturers for the development of other salt sources. Inciden¬ 
tally, T mav ask the Honourable the Finance Member w hether ho is thinking 
of again bringing forward a similar Resolution before the House like the 
one he moved last year, because this protective measure is no more a 
temporary additional duty, but it is now a permanent fixture of the 
'Government revenues If the money so funded is specificallv earmarked 

i 
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for distribution to the provincus for the development of salt sources, I 
v\ould snidest U) the Honourable the Finance Member to bring forward in 
his Resolution this \c»r definite reeonmiendul ions—not in that milk and 
water wav but in a more definite manner.—because. 1 maintain, that 
no Provincial Gowrnineni has a right to spend am monev that is derived 
from the Central revenues m niiv manner it likes The first Assembly 
Salt Committee leeommended that tins monev could onfv be disposed of 
b\ Provincial (Gov ernincnK towards I la* development of salt sources. 
What right therefore ha\»* the Bengal and Assam (Government to sa\ 
that thev have no funds and therefore thex must spend the amount as 
lliev hive becaiis-* thev have gone bankrupt and thev must spend it to 
meet their deficit Budgets* The\ should not do that It a Provincial 
(Government camiol spend the monev to develop the salt sources, let the 
monev come hack to tin* Central (Government and the C» ntral Govern¬ 
ment can spend tlial mom v tor the development of their salt sources at 
Khevvra. Samhhar and other places T hope mv Ilonoiirnhh* friend, the 
Finance Member will brum forward such a "Resolution and the House will 
<ji\e it us entire sanction 

Sir I wtlcniiif the ah a o< tin conference o! rrnhan s,dr maim fact urors, 
but 1 do hope that the IIoiioinable the Fmanct* Member or the n presenta- 
lives of 11,• • Centra! Board ot Revenue, when tin v nuet tiiese Indian salt 
producers m Simla will m ike •! clear fo the m.mufactureu that the 
(i( vernnient w dl lav down definitelv for a period of five \e«rs, as to what 
v'ill In their <juo*a on a lerntorial lam*. It is no use then- raising false 
hopes m tie* beg'nning and then eoiirng to the Government ot India for 
a larger <juohi or foi a greater period of protection And f hope aKo that 
f lie TTounurahh tin* Fin.nice Member will consult these people ns to what 
is the exact period that thev think will be adequate for which the additional 
salt duty should be imposed 

The Assomblv then adjourned for Lunch till Twentv-Five Minutes Past 
Two of the Clock 


The AssembU re-assembled after Lunch at Twenty-Five Minutes past 
Two of the CWk, Mr. President in the Chair, 


Mr. S. 0. Mitra (Chittagong and Rajshahi Divisions- Non-Muham¬ 
madan Rural) Sir, the Honourable Sir George Schuster in a very lucid 
speech discussed all the points that w-ero raised in the Report of the Salt 
Committee, and my Honourable friend Mr. B. Das discussed the other 
two extraneous points that were loft out for discussion Yet T rise to 
speak on this Bill, because T know there is a very strong feeling in Bengal 
as regards this import dutv on salt. As a matter of fact, the Bengal 
Legislative Council once during this session and once last year passed 
Besolutions opposing the additional import duty on salt. I can vorv well 
realise their point of view', because the people in Bengal think that- salt, 
being one of the primary necessities of life, and also being an item in the 
category or inelastic demands, even the poorest man cannot avoid paving 
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this tax. It. really preys very heavily on the poorest cultivator. That is 
the standpoint irom \\inch they all along raised their voices against any 
additional duty on salt. Yet when we support this additional dots, I 
think wo owe it to the people ol Bengal and the Bengal Legislative Council 
to explain our view point. It 1 had not been convinced that India could 
produce her own salt if sufficient protection were given for a few years, 
1 would have been the last person to help in imposing this additional duty 
on salt. The Expert Committee, of which Sir Chumhil Mehta was the 
Chairman, says in page II of the Report: 

“ We think that thero is no ground tor assuming that, with imports from Aden, India 
eairnot easily be made solt-suppoiting in the mallei ol suit supply und that even the con- 
tinent itseli can when ureus suitable lor salt nmnulactuie but ut piesent lying idle' are 
developed, supply all the crushed salt that Bengal needs. 1 

That is the Mew oi the Expert Committee. The Taut! Board itseli in 
then Report eaiiu to the deiinite conclusion that it was not a distant 
ideal but within practical probabilities to make India scll-suffieicnl in her 
salt manulaeture At page oO ut the Deport, they say . 

“ it may bo pointed out that oui ( onelusiou on the question ot m< reusing tlie output 
of salt m India suitable Ion oiisuiuptioii in the Bengal nmiket is in.itei ndlv diileient Horn 
that ol tno Conirui Bouid of Keveime as stated in their Report on the ice oinmemlatn.ns 
of the Taxation Committee. In jiaiagiapli J4 ot the Kepoit, ihe Cent ml Bouid ot Revenue 
arrived at the finding (hut it is uupn^-ablc in the near tut me so to expand the output ot 
salt in India as to lendei the muuli} sell suppoiting. We have definite!} i ejected this 
finding lot i easons wine li huvealiead} been explained As ieg«irdh r I utn oi in weagnewith 
the Central Board ot Revenue tliut it one is little j non use t>i dewloj n tut as a somte oi 
supply for the Bengal nmiket.* 

Later on the*) say . 

“Even it it ueie decided to exclude Aden, our com lusion would not be necessarily 
vitiated. There are indications that the extent to winch the output ol salt, especial!} in 
the Government souues m Northern India, i ould be expanded is greater than we hu\o 
estimated and pending a iullei investigation ol tlie possibilities oi the >oitl.tJii Inum 
sources, it appears to ns hardly consistent with the public inteiest to accept a c oru lubion 
adverse to the claim oi Indiu to bo sell-suppoiting m the inuttc i ol it* salt suppi} ” 

ISo it is clear that not only an expert committee like the Tariff Board but 
also the Suit Survey Committee was definitely ol opinion that India may 
be self-supporting m the near future as regards her salt* supply. As regards 
Bengal, my .Honourable friend Mr. Das said that Bengal once produced 
her own ^alt and even taking a parochial view, we need not depend on 
other parts ot India for our salt supply. As a matter of fact, the Tariff 
Board '-aid about the past history ot salt manufactured m Bengal 

“ Before the advent ot Butish rule salt was mumilacUued in Bengul from sea water. 
Tho salinity of sea water along the e oast of Bengal is much r«'dined by the admixture of 
fresh water from tlie Ganges, Brahmaputra and other livers The low salinity of the sea 
water ot the Ba> of Bengal and climatic conditions combined to make boiling the only 
possible process of maiiufucuiic in tins part ol the* country. A system of monopoly was 
developod by the East Indian Cornpam and survived till lSf>2. But by IS.'!.") Cheshire 
salt began to find its way to Calcutta, w hero partly ow mg to it r. siipei ior quality and cheap* 
ness mid partly perl nips as a result ot the dim t encouragement ot the Kasi Indian Company 
its sale rapidly extended. In lSU.‘l Government abandoned the monopoly, and local manu¬ 
facture’ was permitted subject to an excise* duty. Owing to tin- weakness ot the brine 
supply, lm k of fuel and other natural clisud unit ages, the cost ot production oi local salt 
far exceeded the selling price of imported sail and in I SOS local manufacture was entirely 
prohibited. Since that time*, the Bengal sa't market h.m been •'UppJad almost ejitnely 
from foreign source's.” 
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So the Report say* that in earJier days Bengal had not to depend upon 
imported salt, but later on when they had a conflict with the interests of 
officers of the East India Company, they had to gi\e up the local manu¬ 
facture. Now, the main question in Bengal is that we could get salt at 
a much cheaper rate at present, if there had not been this import duty. 

As a matter of faeL when w'e first imposed this duty last year, salt was 
sidling at 1«s per one hundred maunds Bui fhe main contention 

of the Tariff Board, with winch we all agree, was that though at that tunc 
the price was ruling at that particular rate, there w T as no certainty that 
within a few months tin* price would not have gone lip again. We found 
that during the last three or four years the price was ranging from Rs. 70 
to IN BIO. generally above Rs. 100 on main occasions. It was also found 
that with keen competition from foreign manufacturers who had a reserve 
of more than oik* (Tore oi rupees. they could easily wipe the Indian manu¬ 
facturer out of competition and then they could raise the price to any 
extent So we found that even from our selfish interests it was better to 
ha\c a stabilised price under which it would be possible for Indians in 
different provinces and most likolv also in Bengal, to manufacture their 
own salt, that would be rtall\ a elu ap supply of salt permanently In India 
That w.m t fie reason- why we, the represent at i\ es of Bengal, were not 
opposed to tins imposition of fn sh duty But reallv it pained us verv 
much wlu n we found that when monev that was set apart for Bengal to 
expend it in making experiments for flic manufacture of salt at a cheaper 
cost, tlie Bengal Government absolutely refused fn make even an experi¬ 
ment of If Mr This read nuf from the Report of fh“ Central Board of 
Revomii ■ 

‘ It is float* 11i,u Bengal .in*i Assam do not propose to dovulo »t to the object men¬ 
tioned since their i- mi sail mduMiv to dexeiop " 

I do n«*{ Know w!’\ 1 hex say that tbe v t is n.» s dt industry to develop As 
a iu.itt• "* .»i f*u*f e\i»i 1>\ tint turn M»* Rift N iep.»rr was not complete. 

T find ill. » : In .ugh Mr Ihft »*• n »t kh ripf :m sf n* \.f n a s .mm.irv he 
lias s.iid ih.i* an experiment might l>c mad- ” -'>ni. nlaci - In item 42 
la* s:i\ s 

** Samples df sail unde looalli in the Sundmhans and tin* Cental istoji show that salt 
of reasonable pimtx and • leanhness can he obtained in heal inauiitYioTuie. 

Then in di m 11 la s.i\ s • 

\n iroa of P'U u*res may b<’ assumed to be the teunn mo c,s««iol e< oiionia uni 4 that 
could he nt il's(»r| 11 )i an experimental work (’lemincr ptngle mn\ cost mm IN 30 to 
Its. 00 per .i< te and a suitable turnace and 1 diler will < dst ptohahh about lls 10.000 to 
Us |."».000 \ capital aiMoiint of about Ks ia.000 will therehav la* necessary to erecting 

one experimental factory 

As a matter nf fact we also prefer these small factories whor rt (aon 
the villagers. 1 1 \ putting all their small capil.d together mav trv M produce 
fheir own s*iK 

Later on in item 40 he s ll4 

“The areas in which an experiment of this kind might bo cartied out ate Lothian 
Inland m the Sundnrhnns though there itinx be ninny mens mote «uitnMc m tie Sun- 
darban districts. A factory might ho placed on the const line neat ( hittngonc and a 
aiiitable site appears to be at the junction of the Bnlnsore and Cuttack distorts nlumt 20 
miles south of Ualasoro itself." 

T find that in, paragraph 16 also he says: 

“Tho evidence is not such ns to justify optimism, and is hatch seffeient to justify 
investigation on an experimental scale. But experiments may prove that manufacture 
at an economic rate to supply local domand is feasible." 
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As (i matter of iact wo also demand that this salt should be manu¬ 
factured at an economic rate ior local supplies. We are not much in 
favour of ] irge scale production alone, but if s;rit can he produced even 
on a cottage industry basis, that will help the unemployment question a 
great deal. In the report of the Salt Committee, we say in paragraph 11. 

“ Now that Mr. Pitt litis made his report we must express a strong hope that the 
Governments of Bengal and Bihar and Orissa w ill in fut uro find moans to spend the money 
accruing to them on local salt development work. 5 ' 

So it has been put there m a way, but 1 agree with my Honourable 
freind, Mr. Das, that this portion ol our recommendation should be 
stressed by the Government; and I hope that Government will take steps 
to see that this money, which is now obtained lioni the poorest people 
who consume stilt, is spent lor a purpose by which in future they can get 
salt at a cheaper rate, li that is not possible lor the Bengal Govern¬ 
ment,—which i for one shall not concede,—then this money should be 
spent oven bv the Central Government for purposes of making salt cheaper 
in Bengal. 

The only other point, on which I have a slight difference with the Com¬ 
mittee was about the Marketing Board T do not sav that it will be 
possible to have a Marketing Board to control the sale of salt, hut what 
we suggested in our hist report was to have some model shops. I do not 
know* why some attempt should not. he made to follow this. In page 0 
of the report of the Central Board of Beveinio they quote from the 
report of the Salt Industry Committee of the Legislatee Assembly 

*‘Tho next slop, therefore, is the investigation, m consultation with Local Govern- 
monts, of the practicability of such control, including possibly such experimental measure- 
as the opening of model shop-, selling salt of standard qualify and at standardised prices in 
selected areas." 

The reply is 

" The proposal w<i*> referred to the* Local Governments which agreed in ohynding to the 
retail control of salt prices as unnecessary ’’ 

The Bocal Governments would he correct it the\ say that there should 
not bo any attempt to control the retail prices hut T think our recom¬ 
mendation was on a shghtk different basis What we suggested was 
to open model shops selling salt of standard quality and at standardised 
prices Thus people m the village** would see that salt, might he had at 
cheaper prees and then the middlemen could not raise the price of salt. 
Tt was the sad experience of manv of ur that, whatever may be the ruling 
price of : alt at headquarters, these* middlemen carry on tilings in such 
n way that the retail buyers actually pnv a higher price than what the 
standardised price should he. So T still press on the attention of the 
Honourable the Finance Member that he will kindly sea if that is possible 
because salt being a prime necessity of life, n slight rise in prices affect-; 
t‘.ven the poorest people 

With these words, I support the Bill 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I feel that I need only reply 
on two points which have been mentioned in the spot cbe s of my two 
Honourable friends who have just spoken. On one point they both agreed 
in laying emphasis, and that was that thr Government of Tndia should 
do all that they possibly could to persuade the Government of Bengal to 
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vote such mono) us they get iroin the proceeds of the Salt Import duty 
to the development oi the sources of production in Bengal. 1 am quite 
willing to give my Honourable lnends an assurance that we will take the 
matter up again with the Bengal Government and call their attention to 
what has been said in this debate and press upon them to do something 
in this direction We cannot go beyond persuasion in this matter. So 
tar as we can go by arts ol persuasion we certainly will go. 1 would how¬ 
ever point out to iny Honourable friends that the amount of money which 
is likely to be available tor this purpose is a good deal less than we 
originally supposed and that is because the results of our import duty 
have been much more immediately effective than we anticipated The 
amount or duty collected now is being reduced almost to a negligible sum, 
because practically the whole of the salt which is being imported into 
Bengal is corning from Aden and from other Indian sources of supply. 
However, so far as am thing can he done with the very much reduced 
sums available to the Bengal Government we will trv to get thorn to do 
it. 

Tin n Su iii\ Horn arable friend who has just sat down referred to a 
Tocoinmendal ron ,n tie first reiinrt if this Assembly's Salt Committee that 
something should la 1 done on the lines of opening model shops so that we 
might tlienbv have some means of controlling the retail prices <>r at least 
giving an opportunity to retail consumers to buv at standard prices. It is 
true that \\r 1 1 :<\ • * not received much encouragement for this plan from the 
Bocal Crovei nineiits but \ am iuehm'd In agree with whit rnv Honourable 
friend Mr Mdr.i In*- '-ail that the rcie<tior. h\ the Local Government of 
*. -eheme foi a g» m ral Marketing B.oard docs not necessarily convey with 
it am eond,-mnat i.»n of the modified plan—thr rather small and unam¬ 
bitious plan - ot citing these model simps f shall take up that question 
again and sec* if anything can bo done on the lines of that suggestion. 
Apart f»*om that both nn Honourable friends who have spoken have sup¬ 
ported fh' y>rim*ir*le of this Bdl and T trust their feeling is shared in nil 
(inertei’s of this House 

Mr. President: The question ;s 

‘ Tn a t'l * Rill to «'xri'vl the »» »»r.C ion <»** t'i » Silt (AHiPonal Import Dutv) Art, 
1H31, lx* taken into consideration." 

The mol'on was adopted 

Tlause 2 \v!u added to the Bill 

riniis,. .*> was idded to the Bill 

Mr. O. Morgan (Bengal European) Mr President I move the amend¬ 
ment which stands in mv name which runs thus: 

“ Thai after clause 3 the follmvinc new rlnu«ohe added : 

4. Tn section 5 of the said Act. 

Amendment of soi timi .A, 

ArtXTVoflMl. 

(a) to sub-section (71 the following words shall l>e aimed, namely •- 
4 except Aden, and shall not, save ns hereinafter provided, he lev led and rolled eel 
on salt produced in Aden save to the extent of one none six pies y or maui'd.’ 

(M to sub-sodion (</! the follow ing words shall he added, naively •— 

4 Tn < ho ease of Aden the price to he paid shall be fiftv-four rupees five Annas per 
hundred maunds V* 

Mv object in moving this amendment is that when this Bill was brought 
up last \rnr. we, who opposed the Bill, stated definitely that the people 
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who would benefit most by the Bill imposing the additional duty, would 
be Aden, and tlmt \cry little benefit would accrue to the indigenous sup¬ 
pliers of Indian salt. Now, job will have seen from (he second report of 
the Salt Committee that that is exactly what has happened, and we have 
got into v 4 \ttier a mess. I distinctly sa\ a mess, because it is so and I 
shall show \ou later on what the position is. In paragraph 14 of that 
leport the following words occur- 

“that, in view of the grtmt benefit* receixed by Aden mumilart inert- from tire policy 
adopted last vear **. 

This amendment wlneli 1 base brought forward meets lxrtii m\ Ib.nour- 
iihle friends. Mr Das. and Mr. S. C Mitra. Mr. 1 >:is ku\s tliat tho 
foreign capitalists. In which 1 presume in* means i certain firm in Aden 
and the Bombas capitalists, liave no rigid to make the money the\ are 
making out ol the consumer Mr Milra is vers anxious that Bengal 

should spend some mone\ in (la* manufacture of salt in Bengal. T can 
toll him. and tla* Honourable tho Finance Minister lias just coidiniad wlial 
I am going to say. that there will not be am mones or prachcalls none; 
the mone\ which has Iwon eoilected up to daf< was umstls on cat goes 
which became subject to tin additional dut\ alter thc\ had already left 
their expoit port arid arrived m Calcutta or C’luttagong alter the dut\ 
had been impos'd That i* not going It* occur again Bengal go! some- 
1 Bino between 3 to *1 lakhs oi rupees winch flaw hasi not seen tin n* was to 
spend ’ill exploring the avenues of s.dt mamdacture Thai being so and 
as tlies will base pr.icticnlls no more nionrs during tin* coming \ear from 
this additional salt Huts, (lies will base no nionm tn spend on tin* nhje»*t 

wli a*l i m\ Honour dih* friend Mr £ M tra, c. s., anxious about, and 

ilbo HIS ft lend. Mr B Das ’l lies ale I mill Sen ,in\lullv ■‘roll! t be Bengal 
and Bihar and nn^.i point o f \ tot that moms should 1 •• sp, m ( ,n tb.d 
particular object I am m»t going into (be ipie-dion sshelhii* lli.U is ;i 

feasible <>h|ccf or not. but there is n<» mM-dong (lie fact that (here will 

be no m->nes for tli.it object and from that point of slew it aI*o affects 

flj** / ’os'-rnnient of India he< aiise thi * "ft ntn* light h >>f au\tbing that 

mils be eAhcfed and tbe\ ba\« nnb that one-i igb*b to goon (\o\eUwwng 
the \a*t lesoums of I\|w mm B.icblhadia Sambbar 1 1 id (<» h«*1 f» «>ih**r 

mauuhcU iinng centos \\ li.it 1 * .mt t. do ** tin* \den imd>*uhtcdl\ 

ha* w< t «ad\ got «.ieat hsiifit- but has got govtc* hem fit* than '\ov 
antiC'p'Oi d fioin (be a Id-t i. >tia I duts— 1 (. 'la \ has** got .» in n«*ht of 

about 10 Tnpe'*s n. r huwdv.-.l m *imd . m -* awl .• 1.• • x»* Ms** T if*' 1’ *r] s 

figut’t * that 1 * to Ml • tie celling J»t i'*f W*e fB'<d d Us f*»< pi i 1 Of > >|| ond.* . 
tbr a\e«*ige freight bemg fixed at ft mnee« pi*r ton Now d i* ill vers 

V ell to <-m \\r }| i\ fn b«* vefS careful about lafes <■} freight 1 

oudf agree, but 1 base not bei-n -dde to find out ssli\ the Tariff Board 
fixer] tlir prieo n: Bs ft a rriannd unless it ssns that tlirx took in om* ■ ** 

two v^ars o^ extraordinarilv high friglds during the war winch \u nes. v 

take m (.deuhding averages On the Tariff Board N own figures at page 
30 of fhmr report, then was no reason whv it should he put so high 
Last year, sshon the additional dut\ was brought on, flit* rate w is he(\'e*n 
Bs 5-8 0 and Bs. C>—about Bs 5-10-0 on an average This Bill is onh 
for one year, and T am perfectly certain myi Honourable friend the Finance 
Minister will bear me out when T say that there is not much prospect of n 
rise in freights in the yoar which is coming — 1932-33; and T think that 
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lor thill out* year Aden might, j v »* im, awl it will be giving buck to Bengal, 
a very small moiel x oj \% hal has been alreadv taken out of Bengal, ill 
order that \\r max ha\e a little money to spend on this experimental 
manufacture oi ^ill, and <-o .-satisfy my tnends like Mr I) »s and Mr. Mitra 
that all is being done to see xxhetlnr it is possible to manufacture salt in 
the ('hilka Lake or m 11 n Mimdurhan* I know both places and J am not 
gome (o t Her , 111 v opinion jim now : when the re] oru ipd definite -chemes 
(dine up, one max have *»nmct lling to sav Bet il the pi “sent moment, 
uiiicss nr h.iu* Miim monex we simply cannot Millet \ m\ llononrabJe trends 
by making a '•Iart or mal as to whether this manufacture ]-> feasible or 
nol 


The Bill last yea* wa-* a u r\ ii.Mx piece -> 4 legislation and it lias 
kmdt d us m a po«aljon wlneh mam of us anticip.ited Stabilising of 
price-. ,s .. xerx simple inattei. and although the (bn i" , iiiih nt tnax take 
credit ! a* having done that ! do not think that there would havt been 
am pleat dllieuhx in doing that in other w a\ s Tlwicfore. Sir, T con¬ 
sider tli.it Jl my ana ndinent is accepted, it would rnerel\ mean that Aden 
would he returning to Bengal and incidentally to the Government of 
India. 1 hat extra lis 1(1 a bundled rnuunds which th» Tariff Board in 
their figm»‘s never anfieipated they would he getting and it is only for 
one xear Tin* whole question of selling price has got to be investigated. 
Values iiaxe changed, standards ha\e changed mid the world has changed, 
sine< the Tariff Board reported and there is not the slightest doubt that 
Jis <W> k not the proper figure now' If the Tariff Board were to report this 
xcar. IB fit) i- not* the figure fhex would fix as the lair selling price. Sir. 
in connection wilh this additional salt dutv. it is a curious thing that 
stocks in Balcutta sola*, have run down since the 15th of .Time to the 
Oth ol March, from 3B and odd lakhs of maunds to IB and odd lakhs of 
maunds, and in those figures common salt is very nenrlv a constant figure. 
It is something between 10 to 11 maximum and B to 0 minimum between 
those dates 

Now, there js another curious thing in connection with tla.se figures. 
Il yon go hack to Tune, yon will find in stock ill golas fi 4$ ,000 of Port Said 
Pine Salt and ‘i.ftO.OUO of Nlassowa salt Lo\\i oi wlv’.eb are salt suitable 
for the B* ngal market This month tin* onl\ alteration m the figures is this, 
Port Said Salt 5.17.000 maunds. M.issown 2.1J.(HH» so that they are 
practicallx unalteied. and today tliex represent, if you tak< off the common 
salt, 5o per cent o! the line salt 1 m golas. and we are down to a dangerous 
stock level of fiini salt in fnlcutt.i golas 1 mt rely want to draw attention 
to this r aet, because it max dew lop into a very serious ]>o*ifion Very 
often a good deal hup been made of the fact that if you give Aden 10 
annas, q gives hack 2 annas, or whate\ev it miv he in income-tax That* 
is quite true: hut person.ilh T would rather have tile 10 innas. Tiie Gov¬ 
ernment. of India max be vcr\ glad to have something in the shape of 
in(»'’ine-ta\. because it is not going to get anything out of the salt as 
additional tax', hut the balance of that monov has got to come out of the 
purchasing power of Bengal T know that the point- is always put forward 
that the consumer is not affected t^ anv appreciable extent, but that does 
not get away from the fact that with the tax and the extra amount paid for 
the salt from the time flu’s additional duty was put on Bengal’s contribution 
is something like IB lakhs of rupees, and that has got to come out of the 
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consumer, and it means that Bengal lias paid out 18 lakhs more lor pur¬ 
chasing ii< r salt than she need have done had she been buying salt at 
Jis. *10 to 11s 42 the rate before the duty was put on And having got 
into this position, which is a most unfortunate one, but not unforeseen. 
I would impress upon the Government, the desirability of calling the 
conference ol producers as soon as possible, lm reason being that J am 
not satisfied that 1-lie quota, although it is a. very good idea, will work 
for the supplies oi Bengal during the two years, leaving out this vear. 
—J do not know what is going to happen this \ear.—I very much doubt 
wind her with the possible quota some of the indigenous places m India 
will be able to siippK the Bengal market with fine salt T have noticed 
certain figures—T refer to common salt,—and these figures are rather dis¬ 
turbing, therefore T think that the conference of producers should he con¬ 
vened at the earliest possible opportunity and a definite arrangement come 
to as to how the Bengal market is going to be supplied with fine salt 

These remarks are slightly away from my amendment. Sir. but if 
Bengal and Bihar and Orissa are going to have a chance 1 ot investigating 
their own indigenous sources of salt manufacture, tliev are not going to 
get- out of this salt tax as it stands at present anything to help tlicir 
object, and therefore it is only fair that the Aden pioducers should rid urn 
that Bs. 10 a hundred maunds which they are getting over and above 
what they should have got under the Tariff Board’s figures, and so let 
the provinces have v Tittle monev with winch to mvestignt • the manufacture 
of salt in their own provinces. Sir, I move. 

Mr. H. P. Mody (Bombay Mdlowtiers' Association Indian foinmcire! 
j Sir, my friend Mr Morgan lias made a \en reasonable speech 

in support of a very unreasonable amendment 1 listened to 
him vei x earefnllv. bul 1 am afraid I w as not able to deduce from Ins 
remarks one single good argument m favour of the amendment that lie has 
thought fit to move in connection with this Bill M\ friend’s chief 
grievance -eeins to be that Aden would benefit prmeipallv from tlu* exten¬ 
sion of the Salt Act for another year I would like to ask my friend, what 
if that is so’’ Supposing Aden were to benefit a little more than the 
rndum Salt Works, what does it matter? After all, Sir. Aden is still a 
part of India, in spite of the reactionary proposal to take it uway Irom 
the jurisdiction of the Bombay Government; still for the time being fit 
am rate Aden is part of India and mv friend knows ven well that the 
Salt Works 

Mr. G. Morgan: Might I pist explain my point “ My Honourable 
friend has told the House pist hnl f of what I stated Aden is benefiting, 
and I repeat, it is benefiting, but at the expense of Bengal That was the 
nnh reason for my amendment 

Mr. H. P. Mody: Tf my friend had only waited lor a lew' seconds moie. 
lie would have seen that T was going to give him not mcrelv the other 
half, but a little more than the half. I was going to say that of the 
concerns which sire carrying on operations in Bengal, the majority are 
Indian It is Irue that there is an Italhin manufacturer vvho manufactures 
man* than the quantity manufactured by any other single works, but taken 
all together, the Indian interests at Aden are very considerable, and 1 
cannot understand my friend wanting to penalise those Indian interests. 



TUB SALT ADDITIONAL IMPORT DUTY (EXTENDING) BILL. 2433 

Mv friend talked about the* question of freights and the benefit which Aden 
\\ as deriving from Ihe fact that freights had gone down by something like 
Us. 10 in the course of the year. But my friend knows that freight is a 
very variable quantity, and no one can forecast what L going to happen 
in the next 12 months, and it is just possible that the freight market, 
winch is in a very demoralised condition at tlu* present moment, may look 
up, and freights may move up At the present moment there is no question, 
that they are at a very uneconomic level After all, the best answer has 
been prmnled by the (7>mmi1tee of ihe House which ha-> put up a very 
admirable report, and by ihe speech which my Honourable friend the 
Finance Member made tins morning It is because oi these \arious con¬ 
siderations—the (piestion of freight, the question thal Aden is exporting 
a considerable quantity of salt, and that Indian works are not looking up 
a-* fast .ms we would expect them to—it is because of fill these considera¬ 
tions that it is proposed to extend the operation of the Act for onlv on? 
year As a matter of fact, I w t us thinking of moving an amendment f n r 
still further extending the operation of the Act. for the reason that, as 
the Honourable the Finance Member himself admitted this morning, the 
producers must him* some sort of assurance that protection would continue 
if 1 hey were to expand and develop to their fullest capacity. But in view 
i*t the \arious considerations urged in the excellent report of the Salt 
Committee of the House and what the Finance Member has said. 1 do not 
think I can object to the proposed extension oi just one year The only' 
thing winch salt producers require is a categorical assurance that it i s not 
intended, l>\ putting a time limit of one year, to do away with protection 
at ihe end ol that period, hut that this is mereh a stop gap 
arrangement tor tin* purpose of exploring the various factors in the situation. 

Sir I should not have much to sav to my Honourable friend if lie had 
merely put his amendment on the ground that lie was afraid that Aden 
would get away with a largi part of the booty. But m\ Honourable 
friend went on to talk, though very guardedly, of the interests of the 
consumer, and that compels me to offer a few observations which I am 
afraid may not prove very palatable to linn 

nr late a gnat many philanthropists and pmtcctoix nt the poor seem to 
ha\e arisen in Bengal (Laughter ) Only the other day u very intensive 
campaign was earned on by u section ,n Bengal with regard to the import 
duties on textiles, and the suggestion was put- forward that the iniquitous 
and wholly indefensible excise duty should be re-imposed. Tt never 
occurred to the people who are talking like this, that for years when foreign 
countries were exploiting the consumer in India. his champions of to-day 
never raised their voices, never raised their little fingers, much in the same 
way, my Honourable friend comes forward here to-day, and talk's of the 
ini crests of the consumer. May 1 ask him where he and his friends were 
when the consumer was being systematically exploited by foreign manu¬ 
facturers of salt, who according to the Tariff Board’s report did the con- 
muict out of a erniv of rupees in the space of 1(1 years? (Mi 8. C. 
Mitni “:i \ears ’'i )» years, I stand corrected Alight I also remind him 
that when Aden salt first came into this market in competition with foreign 
salt, the result was a drop by as much as Rs. per 100 maunds in the 
space of a fortnight ’* What was that done for 0 That was done to 
squeeze out all competition, and if we take into consideration the limited 
capacity of the Indian and the unlimited resources of the foreign manu¬ 
facturer—if you take that into consideration, and if you refuse to treat 
Aden on the same footing as you treat the Indian manufacturers of salt. 
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what would happen would be that. Aden’s competitive capacity would he 
very greatly curtailed, and to the extent to which it was curtailed the 
foreign importer would have the benefit, and wlmt happened years ago 
would happen once again, namely, that foreign manufacturers would 
squeeze out the infant salt industry m India after they had squeezed it 
out in Aden Therefore, I am very sorry that my Honourable friend shoul 1 
ha'ie thought fit to place such an amendment before the House. 

There are various aspects of this question, very controversial aspects, 
winch I would not like to touch upon. T would like my Honourable 
friend to remember that there is such a question Inday before the couni ry 
as that of commercial discrimination, and before lie asks fins House to 
discriminate against the Indian manufacturers of salt, at Aden, winch is 
part of the Indian Empire, he had better take into eonsiderafion the 
implications of his proposal on the larger issue now before tin countr\. 1 

hope tli.it no section of this House will think (it to support the amend¬ 
ment of my Honourable friend. 

Mr. C. C. Biswas (Calcutta * Non-Muhammadan IT-ban) The Hoiim* 
may well remember that last year T was one of the few who tell it their 
duty to raise their vaees of protest against the imposition the additional 
duty I showed that the effect of the duty would he . . 

(At tlu^ stage Mr. President vacated tin* Chair which was taken h\ Sir 

Abdur Habmi ) 

I pointed out that the effect of tin* duty would be mainly to benefit the 
manufacturers at Aden at the expense of the Bengal consumer When T 
was pleading for the Bengal consumer, l certain!\ was not doing so from 
the point of view from which some of m\ Honourable friends o\er there 
(referring to the European Benches! would do it. I can honestly claim that. 
I did it solely in the interests of the consumer. 

Nightly or wrongly. the Bengal consumer was pa\ing a comparatively 
small price for the salt he was consuming and had been consuming for 
many \ears past. What was suggested last year was that in order to keep 
out foreign competition for the benefit of India—that is how it was put, 
Aden was included m India for that purpose—it was suggested that in 
order to keep out foreign competition and help forward Indian industry, it 
was necessary to put on an extra Inirden on the Bengal consumer, and that 
the Bengal consumer ought not to demur. That was a proposition to which 
I w'as not prepared on niv part to accord my wholehearted assent, because 
I had niv misgivings as to wht ther or not the ultimate benefit to the con¬ 
sumer would be secured My fears then were.—and the report that the 
Assembly Commitf*'»* have now placed hefore the House hears it nut—that 
the party who stood to benefit most from this new' additional imposition 
would be the Bombay merchants alone who were carrying on the salt 
trade at Aden, as well as another concern the're which w’as of Italian origin, 
and w'as Italian in its constitution all along the line. It was stated at that 
time that one ought not 1o grudge this additional boon to Aden, because 
Aden ought to be regarded as part of India. I rejoice* to find that that 
position has been abandoned now, and that is why I have not hesitated 
to put my signature to the present report of the Assembly Committee 
It has now’ been practically recognised that Aden was really out to estab¬ 
lish a virtual monopoly of the Bengal market—that that which had been 
anticipated by some of us had come to pass. Sir, when the Honourable 
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the Finance Member this year carne to examine the facts for himself, even 
he was impressed with the situation with which he was faced.- If matters 
were Juft where they were, in other words if nothing more was done than 
1o extend the period of the Act for a further term, then the last state of 
things would have been very much worse llian the first Instead of any¬ 
thing being done to help forward the development of the salt industry in 
the mainland 0 } India, what would have happened would ha\e been an 
expansion of the works at Aden only to sueh an extent that even 
indigenous compelition, meaning therein competition 111 the inland of 
India, would have been stilled out 

Some of in' friends who h«ve spoken befoie have already pointed out 
the claim which has been put forward on behalf of tin Aden manufacturers 
before Government this year Encouraged naturally hv the preferential 
lrrainn nt which was accorded to them, they were opening their mouths 
a** Wide as tliev could, il 1 might use that expression and this is what 
thev solemnlv and seriously suggested t«» Government—I am reading trom 
tie- report ol the Indian Salt Association, or rather the representation of 
tin Indian >»alt Association to the Government of India which we find as 
an appt ndix to the Central Hoard’s report On page 8 of their representa¬ 
tion th< Sail Association ‘respectfully ” recommend—(a) that necessary 
legislation he enacted extending the life of the Salt Additional Import 
I)nt\ Act P.KU tor <1 period of about 1(1 voars from 1st April, IVW‘2, (b) that 
the rates ol lair selling price tixed undei the existing Act be raised for 
tilt- present at least b\ 10 pei cent under tlie new Act. and (r. this is the 
m«M interesting ot the lecniimit nd il nis - Unit tin < nuti m[shiti d devtluj 1 ' 
nn nt itf tin inland snurrt s hr rrstnrtnl. 111 other words that the 11 mm 
object which was ] ut torwurd in justification o| the additional duty should 
be thrown aside altogether, and that the Act should be extender! for at Me-t 
a further period of ten \enr** in order that Aden alone might thrive nay, 
dance on the graves not nierelv of the foreign manufacturers of salt, hut 
ot the indigenous salt-producer in India itself’ The^e recommendations, 
Sir, indeed furnish a key to the mentahtv which lay behind the movement 
which led to the passing of the Act last year, and that iv why 1 had felt 
it my duty to cry, and cry myself hoarse, though 111 vain, against that 
proposal Phis vear however, the facts were there t«> stare t-vtrvone of us 
111 the face facts which could not be brushed aside bv rhetoric or by senti¬ 
mental arguments, and because the facts did till and my Honourable 
friend Sir George Schuster was good enough to see the implications of those 
fact*, we felt no difficulty whatsoever in accepting the leport which you 
now find before you Far he jf from any one of us to he wishing to hit 
down or kill Aden During this interregnum, so to say. Aden has certainly 

been doing a great deal to help India, though if Aden 1 ^ helping India, 
India 1 ^ helping Aden even more While inland sources of salt supplv 
would take tune to put themselves on .1 sound basis, you must lmv - some 
source of supply on which you could rely, and if it wore a choice between 
Aden and Liverpool, I would eertainlv support Aden in preference to 
Liverpool You will find in Ihe present report the Committee recommend 
that Government should at one*' introduce an inquiry into the whole posi¬ 
tion so as to prevent the result— I might say, the calamity —which we all 
apprehended last year, namely, that Aden should be enabled to establish 
a virtual monopoly m Eengal. and it was a very wise suggestion, if 1 
may say so with respect, which the Honourable the Finance Member made 
that there should be a conference of all the salt manufacturing interests 
concerned at which the position could be very fully and frankly discussed, 
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beouuse after all you must be fair to all. If there is to be a system of 
rationing, as has been foreshadowed, it is just as well that the manufac¬ 
turers should he warned beforehand, so that they might not find themselves 
plunged in a situation which they had not foreseen and which they cer¬ 
tainly would not deserve Therefore this suggestion of a conference js an 
eminently sound and reasonable one and we have a right to expect that 
after that eoiiierenee Government will bring forward proposals before this 
House which wdl ensure that while Aden is not unnecessarily or unreason¬ 
ably sacrificed. Aden does r. d -he same time gain an undue predomin¬ 
ance at llie* expense of the de\< lopmenl of inland sources of salt, supply. 

So far as the year just about to close js concerned, there can he no 
gainsaying the fact that the Bengal consumer has put an unnecessarily 
large amount into the pockets of the Aden merchants, but it is probably 
too late for us now to quarrel with that Not only hate Aden manufac¬ 
turers got the benefit of the additional import duf\, they ha\e also gained 
In another way m the unexpected reduction in the freights but it is pist 
as well to remember that because there has been a temporary fall in the 
freights, that does not justify any hasty action on flu* part oi the Govern¬ 
ment in the way of adjusting the “fair selling price’ \s tin* Honour¬ 
able the Finance Member lias pointed out, such readjustments of fair selling 
prices winch the Tariff Board have fixed ufter elaborate inquiry art* to be 
deprecated, because that would create unsettled conditions and unsettled 
conditions could ne\er aciiu*\e tin objects which the Tariff Board inquire s 
had in view. 

My triend. Mr. Mura, had some observations to offer regarding the 
attitude of tile Bengal Government in the matter of developing the local 
salt industry m that province Sir, my inend has read out from the report 
of tile Centra] Board of Hcvenuo. where it is stated that 

** Bengal and Assam do not propose to devote their shale of the cMia duty to the 
object mentioned, si net* there is no salt industry to de\elop, as in Assam, and no scheme 
economically feasible lor the production ot marketable salt in Bengal has boon produced.” 

Sir, confining my sell to Bengal. il is only tan* to point out that at the date 
this reply came from Gw* Go\ eminent oi Bengal, Mr Blit’s report was not 
in I heir hands That report came later, and I am sure that when that 
report is before the Government of Bengal, the latter will not be wanting 
on their part in making all cfTotts to see salt industry, which once binned 
a characteristic feature «»t Bengal economic life not merely rosPucd but 
placed on a much stable! and sounder looting (Mr. fi. Das “Bet us hope 
so’“) 1 sn\ “Amen let us hope so”, and I hope that hope wall not be 
belied As a mattei oi fact, lor the information of my friends over there 
T may mention that a tew months ago some persons who were taking some 
interest m this matter m Bengal started an uss'icintinn called the Bengal 
Salt Manufacturers* Association That was a company formed under section 
20 of flic Companies Act and ’was registered. No profits were to accrue to 
any of flu* members it was to lw» #»ri an experimental basis, and the whole 
idea was to explore possible methods of developing the salt industry in 
Bengal The company is only a few months old. It. recently obtained ft 
licence from the Government, of Bengal. The latter have been very helpful 
in this matter When "Mr Pitt went down to Calcutta, some of those who 
weir interested in this concern interviewed him, and they got every en¬ 
couragement from Mr Pitt I gladly acknowledge all that. Therefore, 
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I say the Government of Bengal are not wanting in sympathy for this pro¬ 
ject. The reason why they say they have not been able to apply the pro¬ 
ceeds of this additional duty to the specific purpose for which they were 
earmarked is that up to then no definite scheme had been placed before 
them. It is no use recalling the old days when the salt industry flourished 
in Bengal It is no use recalling the circumstances which led to the strang¬ 
ling ot that industry Let us forgot and forgive. (Hear, hear.) Let US 
work m tin* present with an eye for the future, and let us see, all of us, 
that Unit future is worthy oJ the province and worthy of the country. 

Mr. B. Das: Su, 1 would ask my Honourable friend, Mr. Morgan, to 
withdraw tin* miih mlmenl winch he has mow cl, because he was a member 
01 ihis AssemhL Salt Committee and he knows that all of us discussed 
< at\ aspect ol the question he has raised in Ins amendment, and he knows 
that a \ ear henc * the Salt ( ojumittee will meet and discuss every aspect 
oi the question atn-sli lint whether any Committee of tin-. House ean 
subscribe t< discriminating taxation between one part of India and another 
part, ot India is a question tor the Committee In decide I do not think 
howr\ei tln^ House wul! e\er he a party to that principle, which is the 
unuerkmu pimetple ot Ins amendment, hut as my Honourable friend, 
Mr M«>d\ has n.»inted out the treiuhts may go up and [ flunk if the 
trebles jti uf) Mr M rean will he part\ to that hee.'iusi lu* might belong 
to that caucus, the shipping caucus, which controls freights in India The 
rl.it I a \ .t ' 1 ‘ihle luh.tr t lit (uliiliilUr W el e not sufficient foT all purposes 
The* \\riv loostk supp 1 * >d b\ iii\ friend Mr. Morgan T hope Government 
mi the n i e a n w 1 11 1»> will sc! their machinery going to collect all the informa¬ 
tion about freights and let us wait till n year hence; and it we find link 
tin' silt manulaet un is .•»»**• getting an unequal and unfair advantage, then 
tin -at - of additional import dut\ of d annas fl pies could be reduced, but 
f rami*»t salr-cnhi m»r d<> I think can anybody on this side of the House 
subscribe to an\ discriminating system of duties between one part of India 
an<l another part and 1 d<* hope im friend will withdraw his motion 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, ] shall take only a very 
limited time of the House in dealing with this question I have a good deal 
ot s\mpath\ with my Honourable friend who moved this amendment, parti- 
iiilark in his playing a lone hand as he is apparenth doing in the House. 
We all ot us Know what he is after, and we all of us have a good deal of 
SMiipathy with it but I think the only sound ground on which we can fake 
our stand now is the ground mentioned by* niy Honourable friend, Mr. B. 
Das. who fust sp,»K(>. and also mentioned in the concluding passage of his 
speech by my Honourable friend. Mr. Modv, that the principle of discrimi¬ 
nation in duties against different countries, or different parts of India in 
this ease, is one which contains within itself the most dangerous possibili¬ 
ties T think the House would he ver\ r ill-advised to commit itself to a 
principle of this kind Therefore, although as I sav T know* what my 
Honourable friend is after and 1 have a certain amount of sympathy with 
him. T must strenuously oppose this amendment T would also put another 
point to my Honourable friend and that is this, that we are admittedly 
onl\ bringing forward a provisional measure now and the whole point of 
dealing with the situation in the wnv we propose is f hat w^e feel we have 
not. yet had sufficient experience of how* this wdiole plan is working and 
that we want another 12 months to see how* things are going, another 12 
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months within which perhaps v\o can <lo\isc some plan winch will achieve 
our mam object and guard against certain dangers to which 1 ha\o already 
called the at tern ion ot the I louse I was pu/vded hv one line of argument 
ui m\ Tdoni'm.d)l c friend's speech. and heliiinsell helped me to some extent 
In saving that he had go; rather hir iroiu his original point 1 think he 
had m fact gut so far Irom it that he was unconsciously arguing 
\ai tin 1 othe»* side. ILc tried to fright*.u us with his picture of the position 
a- regards the stocks now available in Calcutta. Rut surely, if there was 
any d 'Mger o! thaj Kind liangiug over the market in Calcutta—and as a 
maitei of tact i entirely disagree with iny Honourable friend on that point— 
i! there was am dance? ol that kind, snri lv we slmuld increase the danger 
if we made the position for \den .m producer more dillicult than it, is at 
present We are and have been during the past year relying very largely 
upon Hie Aden production, and theretore from that- point of view if we want v 
t be assured with regard to our supplies, it is *urrl\ to our advantage 1 to do 
everything to encourage Aden 1o increase her supplier As a matter of fact, 

1 entirely disagree with my Honourable Ineiid that there is any danger of 
shortage of supplies and T think that he has drawn and put to the House* 
wrong eonc’ushms horn tlu as regards the stocks That Sir is 

nil that I need say <>n the subject and I w add ask the House to oppose this 
amendment 

Mr. Chairman (Sir Abdu? llabmi) Tin* onestioti is 

“■ That aft-M* clause ,*{ i ho following new * lanso he added 
“4 Tn section 5 ot thesaul \el,- 

(a) to sub-s-H*tic>n 1/1 the following words shall he added, none l\ 

‘eveept Aden, and shall not. save as herematiei pimidod. he levied and collet t- 
Amendrnent of set- ed on Sail prndmed in Aden save to the 
Tion fi, t. XTV of evtent of one mum 8i\ pies jti mmind ' 

19 31. 

ib) to siih-soetum (•/) t he follow mg words shall he added. ninrelx 

1 In tlie case of Aden the price to be paid shall he tift'v -four rupees five annas 
p**r hundred in ninths *. 

The motion was negatived 

Clause 1 was added to the Pill. 

The Title and Preamble were added to the Bill. 

(At tins stage Air President resmned the Chair.) 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir. 1 move that the Bdi be 

passed. 

The motion was adopted 

THE BENGAL CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT (SI • PP1 .EM ENT ARY) 

BILL— ran til 

Mr. President: The question is: 

** That clause 2 of tho Bill to supplement the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act, 
1930, do stand part of the Bill.” 

Mr. E. P. Sykes (Bombay European): Sir, I move: 

“ That in clause 2 after the word 4 jail ’ where it occurs for the second time the words 
4 in any Governor’s Province ’ be inserted.” 

Mr. T’resident, sometimes when listening to speeches in this House, 1 have 
detected in the speakers a belief that Governments sit up late designing 
measures for the oppression ->f the people. You, Sir, with your very wide 
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experience, admimslr.uiw and ether, are aware limb Jur W'ant of leisure, 
ii for no ol her reason, tbi.s cannot be the case. The wrongs that Govern¬ 
ments commit are molt usualK uaceable to one or both oi two causes; 
the first want of information and tin* second an ob^tmati refusal to admit 
errors and re\ersc a pulic\ embarka d on on insufficient informalion. The 
J.inner is mil*' rtins tek a common case. I h, highest compliment one can 
pa\ is to describe a man as “wcll-intonncd . a pi oof of tin extreme diffi¬ 
culty ol tins art. We can therefore extend oui sympathy to and withhold 
( ur repudiation from a (hweriiiia nt- in such a case Tor the latter, no 
leniency is de^ev\ed To know the bebtor course and follow the worse is, 

I think, called sinning against the light. I hope m the following obscna¬ 
tion; to make good the deficiencies in the mformation before the Goyern- 
men! and the House, it will then he for the House to see that the Govern¬ 
ment do not fall into the latter eiror. 

I would like to make u clear that am ohscrvations I have to mike are 
nit directed against t fie Hill I do not sa\ that ihc Bill could not b p 
/letter, no v that thr G. \« nimcm are not displacing an unwarranted degree 
of patience and lurheut .vm-e hn\mg regard t.> the niture ot th* peisons at 
v limn the Bill is ditecnd But 1 Hw is no time for attempting to modify 
the mam prineip'e m (hr Hdl The House h\ sendng it f > St lect Com¬ 
mittee has approvid tin pnneiple ot the Bill Tlie Hill has been referred 
to the Select Committee and it lias l>“cn returned with a leporl as nearh 
imanunoiis as can l>*> expected m .1 Hill of this nature and no alteration 
whalewr has been m.ah in it To attack a Bill under thesi circumstances 
would he to tilt at wmdmilis an occupation that attracts lew practical 
men. 

But then an Main ot us wliolr-ld that the in iimu ol almmistration 
o! laws is not I. ^ import mi than their mmiuhif:*»n and. that the bad 
admmist rat 1..11 oi a l"*"! I. w iii:i, . |d\e it o| all its Mitue Now it is 
j irel\ i<(osii>h t<- att ek oi u si i J v tn modif\ a Ii1 1 1 op grounds of bad 
admunst rat ion , admmist r. * ion (am,.; b* gin till the Bill hecoiui s an Act. 
and m in<»si ( . i s * s th(»( is no leasuii foi announcing the manner of ad- 
imnislrat,. n m id\.ine, in this j rt a nlar ease ho\v»\er the Government 
]>t\. iold us v hat ilu\ an g, mg o d> with the detenus tin* '-objects of 
tl is Hill .n tin i\i nt o it pis-mi. mo. law Tlu»\ ha\e announced that 
they ate nmp! ring to send them to a place whMt they 
probes io h. !ie\ t aud wish the Hoiisr ;<» heheM to lie salubrious and 
r» mob* in -heal t.. ' 1 * in lta 11 ait an • Tin 1 question of salubrity will 

n<»t detain us lone ’ suppose tie ]> ,, !iiin meaning of salubrious is 

health-bringing \s j ‘ivnk the s.vhkI.iia meanings of the word, thoio ■ 
ma\ he some difference of opinion This has been known to occur with 

other words Browsing Ihe oilier da\ op tlie Tivtr* of Jun,n T came across 
a ie\ lew of a Thieetoi' i»f Hi lhi The Tleyiewer says 

“ Opr* is intrigued hv :i paragtapli m \\hi> h appears • 

‘The climate of Delhi l'S congenial . . Dormer the hot weather } ot winCs hlov nt 

tinier and are often the cause of dcntl-. T} e itnn\ voiison i> fnM, viHh 

malaria, . 

We iiiiiv fake if that salubrious is not likely to come off anv better than 
congenial The fact about the climate of Pooli is simply’ this, that ii 
is so salubrious that the Political Agent, is unable to remain there through¬ 
out the year, even though the alternative is Mount Abu! For a con¬ 
siderable part of the hoi weather the Lvh blows day and night. Perhaps 
the House is not wholly familiar with the word “Luh”. ^It is a word 
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which in some Indian languages, as well as jd Herman and Scottish, 
primarily means “Haine". 1 was tickled to death at an earlier stage of 
this Bill when Members appealed to the (imeminent to reproduce Bengal 
conditions in Dcoh. J ha\e lived on the fringe of Bengal and have 
some idea ol* its conditions, and have passed some years not too tar from 
the Danas, and the idea ot ensiling the conditions of (lie Hughh on the 
hanks of the lianas was full of humour 1 adxise Members who air 
interested m this matter to take advantage ot the Master concessions to 
xisit the lianas From Xawaj station, tilteen miles m a motor-bus will 
bring them to the B.mus crossing. A little iurther on is ToiiK, wiueli is 
thirty-six miles iroiu J)eoh, and the conditions do not \ai\ much The 
House will probably agree that this is enough about sjilubritv 

i must now’ ask from you, Su, and the House a little patience whin 
J deal with the matter of remoteness llajput.ina is dmded up by a 
number of quite large rivers, winch ailed the history ot the area 1»\ 
forming the boundaries ot States and by lia\mg only a lew comement 
fords and ferries lo determine the lines ot communications. One ot these 
is the lianas, w’hich after iorming th v mam drainage ol the Mewar State, 
passes through a number of otlicis and finally joins the Ohamhal the 
great arterial mev <•!’ llajputana and Malwa lbijputaiia has few tiunk 
roads and one <»f the principal is the North and South road which pro¬ 
ceeding from Ajmer through a numhei ot Staler p.ut icularly Btiudi and 
ilvotali, leaches .lhalrapatau and tlien lnaiichts m two duectioiis thiouuh 
Malwn Its crossing of the Banns and the ('liumhal is controlled by 
Deoli and Kotah Deoli is a eantonim nt on the light hank of the lianas, 
it is tile only bit of "British teinioix on that hank 1 ha\e not been 
able to ascent am precisely its history , lmt it seems 1 ik* *1 y that aftei the 
unfortunate affair ot the Kotah contingent tn lHoT, it was caned out 
of the Mewar State and formed into a cantonment m which was located 
an irregular force maintained at the expense of sonic of tho States for 
the, purpose of carrying' nut the obligations of the <Jo\emmmt 1<> maintain 
the integrity of these States In this respect it resembles on a small 
scale the cantonments of Seeundarabad, Bangalore Baiod.n and many 
others which are British territories in a highly techiiic.il sense Tie re 
is a further patch ol British territory on the opposite bank, blit it is not 
clear whether this was taken over as a Bridge-head or whethei it wws 
flit' result of the complicated adjustments following the dispossession of 
the Mahrattas. Beyond that w r e come to a ring of Indian States Marching 
with it. or at no great distance art' the Stales ot Mewar Shapma. 
Kishengarh, Jaipur, Tonk and Bundi. 

Mr. K. Ahmed (Tfajshali! Division Afuliammadan Burah We aio 
marchiag too remote. 

Mr. E. F. Sykes: The Honourable Member eudenlly doev not know 
what marching means. But T will not take you through tin* long historv 
of the Deoli force. Tt sufficient to note that it is now represented l>\ 
a small Political force—the Mina Corps. Its duties are still considerable 
as Ihe events of last Juno showed: and it is sufficientl\ occupied to he 
unable to be used as a guard for any detenus that may be sent- there 

Not only is it an important point on the main trunk road hut it is 
at. the junction of it with another branch road which proceeding through 
Tonk, crosses the Banns and through Jaipur leads to Delhi. Tt. is there¬ 
fore an important junction, and regular bus services run to it from all 
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directions. The site* ot* the proposed Jnil is actually on one of the roads, 
and it is interesting to note that while oru department of Government 
commends it. on account of its remoteness, another department is con¬ 
templating spending out of the petrol fund a lakh of rupees to improve the 
lianas crossing and increase its accessibility. 

Now, Sir, it is possible to expound the reasons tor regarding it as an 
unsuitable place for a jail for Bengali detenus The first one is highly 
general It is an objection sharer! by all parts ot India. I wdl not take 
you through all the opinions of the Mill The House is doubt less familiar 
with them. I will take as typical the remarks of the (lo\eminent whip 
m a previous ineamation An excellent idea, says he. but ot course we 
could not have them in fair province One other opinion The Commis¬ 
sioner of Apner-Merwara gave Ins blessing to tin* scheme in general, but, 
m \ s lie, il they aie sent to Ajmer jail I hope we shall hr* allowed to 
choose our guests’ ]i bad not then occured to hnn that tbe\ would be 
sent to any other place m his jurisdiction, evidently overlooking the 
power of Government to declare anv place to he a jail. In short everyone 
approved the idea, but wa* content to leave the burden of putting it into 
print ice fo some one else 

t'oniing to particular objections, it has already been shown that the 
chosen siti is at one of the important road junctions of the country There 
is *i turtle r and more important objection Judging from the questions 
asked m tin* House, many Members appear to be familiar with the ad¬ 
vantage* and drawbatl.* of cantonments I can therefore assume that 
most Member* know that in spite of the tradition* of a brutal and 
lictiitiou^ soldieiv the good order and pisl administration ot cantonment* 
have attracted to them a volume of business out of proportion to the 
immediate necessities ot the placi And the *ame lias happen* d in Deoli 
V It hough the total population is about a,000, as a market it is of greater 
linpuitamc than town* mam times it* *r/e I had prepared a map to 
illustrate to the House the distribution ot markets m Hajputana bm it 
i* extremely difficult to give a map which will he visible to the whole 
Hoiim- I will l.iv i' on the table But the* principal point about the 
distribution of the markets is that from Deoli von have to go .*>(> miles in 
• ail * di?i ct ion to Nasirabad, or a hundred mile* to Jaipur or a hundred 
miles to Baran or 120 miles to Bhawuni Mandi. before you come on any 
maikef winch is worth consideration You will understand from this 
di*lance that the position of Deoli is rather like the centre pip of ,3 in a 
pack of cards It is therefore easy to understand that if Deoli has a 
market far removed from it the inconvenience would he considerable. 
Then, Sir, although there is common agreement that the presence of these 
detenus is undesirable, the grounds of the objections are not given m great 
detail It appears that they are likely to have letters smuggled into them 
or out from them and particularly that they will corrupt jail discipline, 
and these difficulties are thought to be insuperable But whatever the 
objections may he m other places, that objection will hold in Deoli. 
Either thev are a nuisance to the neighbourhood or they are not. If not, 
then a convenient- detention camp would he either ir Fort William und* r 
the eyes of the Government of Bengal, or in the Purana Qilla under the 
eves of the Government of India. But if they arc, it is obviously im¬ 
proper to plant them at a road junction at the market centre of a large 
area. How can business be carried on if travellers are to be subjected 
to the inquisition of the police, and perhaps be required to furnish them¬ 
selves with passes? It may be said that there is nothing to be afraid of 
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but it is brtUT tu be ball* than son*} No doubt to tlu* large centres a 
place like Deoli may be i ^m.dl mallei. when <m elephant places Ins foot 
on aa ant lull, he may be suiprised at the commotion lie causes and 
wonder why the ants are scurrying about and neglecting their business 
But you, Sir, have a sufficiently sympathetic imagination to understand 
the point oi view ol the unfortunate ants. 

To come to my amendment It is perhaps not well drailed, 
but it is enough for me that it sev\es m\ puipose If the tiovermneut 
will give an assurance that they will abandon this project and choose 
for the location oi these gentlemen some really remote place, I am 
willing to withdraw it It an\ modification is suggested which will 

meet my objection 1 am willing to accept- it But- 1 am not at present 
satisfied that am change is needed 

Mr. President: Order, order Sardar Sant Singh 


MOTION H>li ADdoTliXMEXT 

At I I.Gl l» M VI. I i:i \'l MINI «1K WuMIN I’mrili \| Pill.snNHls 

Sardar Sant Singh (West Punjab Sikh) Sir. I beg to move that the 
j House do now adjourn 'I he matter ot urgent public import¬ 

ant *• wlucli I want u» <ls< iss is tin* mal-treatmeiit that has 
In en meted out t<> the !ad\ piismiei- while lhe\ were being transferred 
from tile Orlbi |<iiI to tlu \.iri*»*,s ,aiU in the Punjab lielmv l pioreed 
to put the lacts be lun* t b* lb>u-e. 1 int to gi\i ,m .is^umtu e to m\ 
H('iJouiabl'- friends din- li.is 1 «ifn«■ mirv^.itv on account ol tlu remark 

which fell Horn the ilmuuiruhii tin llonu 'iember this morning that I 
ha\e taken my clue as jcgaids tin tints from tin report > published in 
tile Pre*s I now led n tbsmmh, t li.it tin idi ,t of m< >\ nnj t Iin ad |ourn- 

Illent motion originated with me .dtcj leading tin l;u ts m the Hindustan 
Tiim i s ot tie March Pun 1 on ! \e‘tm-d ibos, tads b\ makuu 

inquiries from the e\e-w itnessi*.. of the wheb- affair, and so 1 am in a 
position to pkn " the b'fts before <nn tor fhe jungii < nf o| tin I h >',n' I'ahle 
Member^ of this House w'fh tin < ’dblrnee wil d atf idles In a person wlio 
has aetu,ilf\ grit In Ted larN ironi persons who have serai fhe afb.ir. At 
ttm snnc time I mro » \nk*'n that pmbabP tin (lovi minnif V source of 
information i- the report ‘-uhmittid 1»\ the Injector of Pohce, whose, 
name, if 1 mislaki not is Mr Hard\ If is bul ni'ur.d flint a police 
official who was leading wliaf was pri'eticMh a rudnm pi.» f f\ to flu* jail 
would nuturallv lie interested in the result of that raid, and in spite of 
himself, would he unconscious! \ biased in fa\our of his subordinates. 
So without even doubting his reliability, though being a police officer, it is 
open to suspicion, T mav say that his version is hound to differ from the 
version of impartial eve-witnesses. What are the facts nf tin’s case*’ On 
Wednesday last the lady prisoners in tin* Delhi j'ail, who were convicted 
of various offences under the Ordinances that are now unfortunately ruling 
the country, learnt that thev were going to he transferred to the mixed jails 
in the Punjab. Probably Honourable Members are aware that according 
to the rules governing the administration of jails no female prisoner, even 
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'f convicted of crimes against society nr morality, can he allowed to remain 
in any female ward of the jail for more than a week after her conviction. 
They must he sent to the female jails where the warders. Superintendent, 
and the supervising authorities belong to their own sex. But in this case, 
the lady prisoners, who belong to the most respectable families and whose 
names J will presently read out, were ordered to bo transferred to mixed 
jails. Al> first charge against the Honourable the Horne Member is that 
the order of transfer to mixed jails was illegal. Who are. these lady pri¬ 
soners t Some of them belong to very respectable families. Here 1 may 
be permitted to point out that this fact should be an eye-opener to the 
Government, who are carrying on repression in their mad desire to crush 
a movement which can never be crushed. Who are these ladies** One 
of them is Mrs. Asat All, the wife of the well-known barrister of this 
place, a. leader of Muhammadans in this country and. 

An Honourable Member: Question. 

S&rd&T Sant Singh: M\ Honourable friend may question; the Muham¬ 
madans d'<* not form only one party belonging to the Muslim ('(inference; 
then* are others who belong to th»* (’ongress Party also; but they are 
leaders ail tla* same tlie\ ma\ not he your leaders hut the\ are the 
leaders of the most forward class amongst you. However that is a digres¬ 
sion As 1 was saying, sin* i* a lady of great, culture and great education. 
There was also Slmmati (’liahdo Bibi Who is sh»** J Here 1 am not 
talking merely of ladies belonging to families of respectable leaders of the 
Congress Parts , but I am talking of these ladies belonging to the families 
ol those who. m the ordinary street parlance of today, are known as Gov¬ 
ernment toadies She is a daughter of Lain Girdhari Lai. e\-Public 
Prosecutoi of Drlhi and sister >f Ch.iudi Lil. barrister of Delhi, a leading 
laws el of this place 

An Honourable Member: Also a toady 0 

Mr. President: Order, order 

Sardar Sant Singh: The third is \I«s Duig.i Das, mece-iu-law ol Sir 
Gopaldas IMumdan of Amritsar 'file toiirtli is Shrnnuti Gann Bai. I 
understand, though 1 ha\e not been able to verify it, that she comes 
ot a family whose members hold respectable positions in Government 
scruee and one of her brothers probably is a Captain in the Indian Medical 
Service* Next was Slmmati Tslia l)i\i, tlit* grand-daughter of Swami 
Shraddhanand whose scruecs to the Punjab have been innumerable. I 
need not mention the remaining names I mention these names not 
with a view' to create a (list met ion, that the ladies of the highest families 
should be immune from maltreatment I hold that ladies, whether belong¬ 
ing to high families or ordinar\ families are all ladies Their sex demands 
our respect, and the utmost consideration I maul hardly remind this 
House that India has always stood lor honouring tile ladies, irrespective 
of th»* fact whether they belong to high families or ordinary families 

I say these ladies, whom the trying Magistrates had recommended for 
A class treatment in jails, were being detained in the Delhi District Jail. 
On Wednesday last, as I w r as submitting, these ladies came to learn that 
they were going to be transferred to the mixed jails in the Punjab. They 

<1 
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did not like it; the\ naturally desired to be transferred to female jails. 
They impressed this desire to the authorities; hut the authorities remained 
adamant. In order to give vent to their strong feelings aga’nst this treat¬ 
ment, the} refused to take food and went on hunger strike. Kven this did 
not move the authorities The authorities, as is the poliey underlymg 
all their actions in these days, were bent upon bending or breaking 
these ladies, and so the} persisted m sending these ladies to mixed jails. In 
tins connect ion i ma\ mention that Mrs Asaf All's husband, Mr. Asaf 
Ali. is a eo-prisoner m this jail Maulana Ahul Kalam Azad, whose 
leadership I do not think there will he am one on tliis side to question, 
is recognised amongst all Muhammadan*—he also is a co-prsoner in this 
;,,iil These gentlemen adxi^d the ladies not to go on hunger strike, not 
to care ha the "littering" the\ were enduring lor the sake oi their country. 
Vhc r inteneiition was j>m\iiig helpful, when the lorries came to effect 
their liaiispr Tla*rr w*a< three lorries one toll of armed police the other 
full of female pullet who h.m been ii-ceutl» MciuUed. and llie till’d tor 
the rt‘iuo\al ot the prisoner" lust ot ail Chatido Bibi was hroiighl out, 
bruised and bleeding and thrust into one ot the lorries ( la Honourable 
Minihii “Shame ) Mis lliuga Das was another suften r She lias a 
child aged tinec \i-ais along witli hci m jail The child era d out 11ml her 
"hoe had talhn K\en tin era " ot the chid were ignored and she along 
with tier eiwing elnld was also »hrown into that lorn I forgot to mention 
one important lad m connection with Muss.iinat Ch.mdo Bihi s tri ament. 
When she w.i" being lorciblv earned to the iorr\ and was being forcibly 
thrust into it the remark made b\ one of the female eoiidabli" wa> "l.'uhhn 
bamllineho ra^, Inn" — “Bring a rope to tie flu* hitch” That was flu* ex¬ 
pression Used toward".i la<l\ of a high tamiK Afitr that the\ were taken 
to the iailwa\ station, hruiscd beaten and bleed ng It i" too lung a story 
to tell Ibis.jii wen suppiierl win inn tin it* w ere mih tom* planks on 

winch lb l.nt\ piKoiui" wen t<» hi nquned "pend their light There 
w»re no ",mitai\ arr.mgeiin nt in the piison \,m: no food was permitted to 
he gi\en to the ladle" and t was with dithcultx tlnn tin Station Master 
v’.a*. pcr-.ii nli d to allot a tlmd clas" ■ nmpartment 


Mr. President : r rhe J hummable Membei has got onl\ halt a minute 
more 


Sardar Sant Singh; What I want to imprtss on the House m tins con¬ 
nection J" that this is not the mil} instance m which the ladies of India 
h.«\e been humiliated and maltreated. Another ston showing similar 
callousness eoines from Benares FIiere is still another about which papers 
have been handed over to me tins morn ng. Jn Meerut one Kmn Piari 
De\i has been treated as hadl\. M} submission is that the time has come 
when a halt should he made to this soil of Treatment l cannot go into 
the question now, hut 1 will "tronglv urge on the Honourable Members 
not to forego th s opportunitv r>l censuring the flovemment and protecting 
the honour of their own mothers and sisters. (Opposition Cheers.) 

i 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar (Home Member): Sir, in rising to 

oppose this motion, it is my intention, as has always been my practice, 
to place the House, without the slightest delay, in the fullest possession' 
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ol the facts as the t v are known to me. I will now read the purport of 
reports which 1 have received from the Chief Commissioner of Delhi. The 
facts are a,s follows: 

“ It had boon found necessary to transfer 1ft female prisoners from the Delhi Jail as 
the accommodation set apart for fornaJcH was small anti, moreover, accommodation had to 
bo made available in cast' other females wore sent to prison. The women thermeJvce had 
cotnplainod of overt rowding and had asked for transfer. 

Accordingly on the Iftth March orders wen* received Iron* the J. <L Prisons, Punjab, 
that these 1ft prisoneis should he transferred 11 “ li * class prisoners to Ludhiana, 
two A ’ class and two k ‘ (' ’* class prisoners to Arnhalu and one prisoner to the Sub-Jail 
at Dhararnsala. The Superintendent of the .lad communicated these orders the same day 
go that the forrmle prisoners might have a chance of seeing their relatives and friends 
before their transfer from Delhi. The prisoner for the Dhararnsala sub-jail was \ery 
pleased and alter com mu meat mg with tier father was sent awnv without am trouble on the 
morning of the IKth. The remaining la prisoners objected and threatened hunger strike 
on the morning of the 17th On th» 17th they refused to accept (iovernment rations and 
expressed their determination to « ontinuc tlieir hunger strike unless lie iiders were 
cancelled or tliev wotescut to t he temale jad at Lahore. Accommodation was not available 
at the Lahore Female .lull —Uttnl that. *v ?», i# a 1'try important fntt)- though the Punjab 
(■ox eminent were \\ dling t o an otrimodute these I ft icnmli pi semis, dcurdtd. at 
Ludhiana. Am hula and Dhararnsala. they stated that no nioie female prisoj eis could be 
received hi the jails in that pro\nuo. Tins made it essential that the 1ft prisoners should 
he rcruox < d in order to make n\ ailahh a< romnmdat ion in Delhi for female prisoners which, 
as has ulrvudx been explained, w .i*- limited It w»>s not feasible t o send t hem all toonejail 
in the Pun|uh and. «• lc*n 1 1\. an impossible position would arise il fen ale priMu.ejs wire 
allowed t o du late In the milhontics the jails to wluc h 11»« \ should he M-nt .A«. j nsoi ns 
they have no option in tin* matter and must obex olders. 

The Siipeniitenfh rit of the Jail did exeix t lung possible to induce the pri-oners to give 
up then Innigci stnk< and asked Mr A*af Ah. who is detained under tie Emergency 
Poweis Oidumiii t, and Dr Ansan. to inleixeno Their intervention, howexei, was of no 
avail and the prisoner* put forward a fuilht i (ondition that Doxeminent should gixo an 
undert.ikimr t liat all women prisoners sontenr ed in Delhi in 1 he pohtieal movement should 
he transt<*ried either to r h«* Lahore Female Jail or to one* single jail. As olcarlx indicated, 
this was an imprinticahle demand and the Superintendent of the .Tail informed them that 
it. was impossible to allow them t o temain in Delhi anx longer and that they w ould haxe to 
go. Tin Superintendent's lust inters mxv with them m the catly afternoon of the 17th 
showed that t hex wvro in most unreasonable frame ot mind, ami tViat further argument 
was of no av ail. He obtained orders from the Chief Commissioner w ho »aid that the rules 
were to he observed, that the transfer should he effected and that, if necessary, the services 
of the women police should he called in. The Deputy Superintendent of the Jail was 
ordered to carry out the transfer The prisoners were informed at about 4-JO j\m. on the 
18th that tliev would he transferred to Ludhiana and Ambaln and were warned to pack for 
the journey. Those who desired were allowed to interview* tlieir husbands and relatives. 

Tt appeared t hut wiser counsels wore prevailing, for the prisoners broke their hunger strike 
and took refreshments The Deputy Superintendent wu« also given to understand that no 
resistance would he offered. By 7 p m. even thing was ready, but Mr. Afiaf Ah told him 
that there was one re< aleitrant female prisoner who might give trouble and n postponement, 
of transfer tor one dax was suggest »*d. The Doputx Seiiperml ondent was tumble to get into 
toucli with t he Super ml emlent of Jail and. rightly, decided that he must obey the orders 
given to him. The prisoners were told that if they did not go willingly, women police 
would ho called m. Thereupon the prisoner* started shouting objectionable slogans such 
ns Tnqilab Zinda bad", “ Anqre-i Hukumat Tiarbad'\*'Zahtn Hukumat Barbad", “ Safed 
Chamrc Walon Ka Sofya nosh ", and soon. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh (Muy.uffarpur rum rhninparan • Xon-Muham- 
niiidnTri What is that. Inst. expression please? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: 

“ Safed Chatnro Walon Ka Satyanaoh ", “ Police Walon Ka Satyanaeh ", 

“ Tho women police, nine in numher, were accordingly ca’Vd in t r r a Tcjrly 
Superintendent and directed to remove the prisoners, whereupon oi e oi lie h tier crPcd 
out ‘Mere N*zdik Mat Ao, Mat Hat Lagao, Wama Main Marungi . On being 
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approached b.v the police she lay down and caught hold of a tent pole hut was lifted bodily 
and taken outside to the lorry in which they were to be com eyed t o the station. The other 
prisoners caught hold ot each other's arms to offer joint resistance. Tn the cnuiso of the 
removal of the prisoners one prisoner received a slight scratch between the thumb and 
index finger by accident from a brooch, whereupon all the prisoners liegan to shout that 
on© of their number had been injured and was bleeding. After three prisoners had been 
removed with considerable difficulty it waw decided to bring the lorry inside the jail up to 
the gate of the female ward, but the remaining prisoners offered no resistance and 
reluctantly came out. of the yard shouting, cursing and abusing. One of the women police 
was bitten on the thumb and had her son nearly torn in two. 

When the Dharamsala prisoner was tran*fom*I in the morning there had been a 
demonstration at the mam station, and it was decided to remove the batch of lf» prisoners 
from Shahdara at at ion. At the railway station the prisoners ref used t o leave t he van until 
they knew the accommodation to be provided for them, but eventually by the efforts of 
the police ofticor and some friends of the prisoners they were pacified, and when the tram 
came in, w*re put into the compartment allotted to them. Under the rules they travel 
in a prison van or in third class carriages. At the station also abuse and bad language 
wore use 1 froly ami the drinking goblet of tin- women police wrs thrown down and broken 
in a fit of temper by one of the prisoners." 

Now, Sr, those arc* tin* lacts as I believe correctly reporud, and in the 
very brad remaining time at mv disposal 1 propose onlv to make a few 
brief comments. It struck me in the course ot the Honourable gentle 
mans speech, that he made so far as I am aware, no single allegation 
supported bv am specific facts oi am maltreatment whatsoever and so 
far. his account is m accordance with the account which I have received 
He said further that the authorities were entirelv to blame with regard to 
this because they were commit ting .in illegality I dem that ihcrc has 
been any (legality in the matter .it all Transfers lr<«tn one prison to an¬ 
other are on»* of ihc commonest features ot pill administration and these 
particular transtns were ordered entirely or largely or mainly in the 
interests nl the prisoners themselves The accommodation in the Delli 
jail is limited, especially tin' kind of accommodation which (he jad 
authorities were desirous o! offer ng to ladies classed as “A” and “H” 
class prisoners After great inconvenience to themselves, and after great 
inconvenience to the Government of the Vunpih. arrangements for transfers 
wen* niadi It was impossible, e\en if the pr soueis were entitled to make 
a demand of this character, to comply with tin* specific rcqiiesi that they 
should be sent to Lahore because there was no accommodation at Lahore, 
and I hope that the House will not support any bin* .>f action winch the 
prisoners asked the authorities to take which would result in serious con¬ 
gestion and r sk and serious injury to the health of the prisoners them¬ 
selves 

The points which i desire to emphasise are that the transfers had been 
asked for by the prisoners themselves, and the particular place for which 
they asked, namely, the Lahore jail, was impracticable f>,r reasons which 
I have mentioned, and the d» murids they made wen* in fact unreasonable 
and impracticable There was no desire on tin* part of the jail authorities 
to use any force* at all. nor would any force have been used if the prisoners 
had not necessitated it by their own conduct Such lorce, as w t os necessary 
and no more, win applied by the women police, and I have been informed 
by the superior police authorities that n his opinion this recently formed 
body of women police behaved with great discipline and with great pro¬ 
priety in a very difficult situation. Force was only used in the fast resort 
m spite of great provocation, resistance and abuse.’ It did not exceed the 
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t,'solute neechs ties of the case. It was carried out under duly and properly 
authorised orders, mid the action wheh was taken was. I submit, the only 
proper action If) he taken in tlii*» ease. 

j£r. S. 0. Mitra (Chittagong and llajshahi Di\ -nous Non- Muham¬ 
madan Kiir.'ii) \\ Init was the number ol Jml\ prisoners / 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: The numher w,^ la 

Now, Sir. tics#- being tI h■ I.let^ oi the fiiM 1 , 1 slmll leav* it to the eund d 
,udgnit ut fit ihe House m the absence ot urn specific facts given by the 
iloiioui.ible Memht i who .iwiits us that lurther nnjuirv into the matter 
was made b\ hmiseli. — I lea\e it to the candid judgment ot tli s House what 
M'ldet the\ slioidd pasv. lint Su. I do desire to dwell upon one general 
question 1 think that it would he light loi m«* to point out tliat. the 
nliMuiis ol»|eet of eut n l\ gratuitous disturbances and disorders oi flu’s kind 
;s to place the poliei forces and executive authorities in a difficult- and 
» lubarrassiTiir position—to induce them or to tempt them, ns the occasion 
should -m i\r, piis>lb 1 \ to i \< eed their powov. In this easr then were not 
I'ccedid. but m even i a^e t heir oh|eet n to e\c te prejudic* against the 
(kiutiiiik >it and tin ofliceis ot (lovcrniuciit Now. there B a phrase very 
well known to tin British people, and I think, in essence to the best and 
tin- most leusonable part ot the Ind an people, and that is. ‘Women and 
children first 1 >ut the phrase is capable ot heme used m a xerv different 
maiinei and it has I ren ><> debherntelv Used Women and children have 
deliberate 1\ been placed m the 1 lurelmnt of d sturhances in reckless dis- 
ii gard ot .m\ ni|ur\ apait irom am inconveniences that the\ nun suffer, 
t-'i the purpose oj piopaganda. and 1 do appeal to the House because I 
'•i.nut.mi that thi" i" a t\pical •n^tiincc oi that kind ot propaganda—I 
appe.d to tlu House not to give it am encouragement (Applause) 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer (Kohilkund and Kumuon Divisions Non-Muham¬ 
madan Kill'd 1 Ti *• Honou'ahl* tin Hour Meinlior concluded h\ remind¬ 
ing: us o« ii turnons llnf.sli expression AVomoi and chiUhvn t*u *-t"’, and 
acciisi *i the p «hta a| loidtn outside <>t having placed women and children 
ui’v* in tiu"i st iii^ttli tor tli* purpose ot rivitmg a feeling m the country 
h\ exploiting {'ns. inilortun 1 1 1 pc opl* That was hi" aigumeir -that 
women and ehildteii win being used >s pawns i.i the came P< paraphrase 
it fI*.ink 1 \ rii.it Sir w an t lit Te misit admg ut the political situation 
and the pait that \\"itn n take m the political movement But supposing 
women and children wire med as pawns m the name b\ political leaders 
' ctsid. -)i iiKi the IhiMsh p.'.*pli jo hack oi the principle that the Hon¬ 
ourable the Horn. Mi lulu i •mnni.iid naimlv. women .md i ^udren l^r^t , . , 
Sla.uld then 1< t Ion, woimii i. list.• nles ,>»t women and cli Idien first 0 

Tim mf roflu. fi. ,ii .»f v. oii'eM eoii-i a! .]* s, it not thildnn ciistahlis shows 

that tin British people m this i - unin ohvion-lv m-pinM h\ s ; r Samuel 
TFoare pu f wiincn and children f »-st 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: We lime had women constables in 

Filmland for quili* a consnleiabk time. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer ! I know that, and T am com uni to that Women 

constables were in existence in England tor a considerable time when 

women were struggling in England for women’s franchise a struggle which 
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has been crowned with victory by Sir Stanley Baldwin’s final surrender, 
giving practically adult franchise to women. Even so, educated on British 
ideas, ted on British philosophy, reared on the lap of British science, the 
women m India are taking to the movement just as our men have taken 
to the movement. Women in India are taking to the national movement 
■just ns tli l* women in .England took to their emancipation movement. It is 
absolutely incorrect to say that women and children arc put in the forefront 
of the political movement Their being then' is a logical result of British 
rule in India, a result which Macaulay with his piophetie eye foresaw when 
he penned that famous minute deciding to educate Indian men and Indian 
women on English lines Therefore, tia charge that women ha\e been put 
in front ot that movement lor purposes <>1 exploitation is a charge that 
cannot hold water. It is a charge that I refute irom this side ot tin* 
House, and 1 would ask (io\eminent t». imagine that a situation is deve¬ 
loping, lias developed, and will continue to develop m this country just as 
a similar situation developed in (heir own country 'file struggle is going 
on and will continue until it attains tin* goal toward which it is directed 
Must, therefore. 1 ask. the Government, continue to look at new things 
in their old fashioned way-- must the Government continue to look at new 
developments, I ask, with their old-time spectaclesV Must they not 
change their attitude now V Must they' not change their angle of vision 0 
That is the question that I will put to the Honourable the Home Mem¬ 
ber. What is the tun of coming and telling us m this House 1 as the 
Honourable the Home Member has told us, about jail rules? He said 
that the women were obstinate, their demand was unpracficable. Was 
not the Honourable Member, when lie made tb.it statement applying 
the rule that is generally applied to othei classes oi women prisoners” 
Are not our provincial and Central (iovernnunts treating our lady prisoners 
exactly m the same manner as non-political pristine! s are being treated ’ 
Supposing a woman sets iiiv* to a ncighhoui a s house, supposing a woman 
poisons hei relation, supposing u woman proves a murderess and is sent i«» 
prison, the prison rules apply to her Supposing a voting girl fascinated bv 
the idea of securing freedom tor her motherland which she feels has been 
manacled lor ages, supposing, fed on the milk of Western education and 
the teachings ot Lord Morley, Milton’s ideals and Macaulav s preachings 
she wants to liberate her country, her countrymen and country'women in 
exactly the same manner in which English women have been acting m 
the past—must these brave patriotic girls be treated as ordinary common 
felons? I am told that the demand is impracticable. How r-uild it be an 
impracticable demand when vonng girls, all of them arrested at Heidi . 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: I regret very mueh to interrupt the 
Honourable Member. The reason why it is impracticable was that the 
jail to which they required to be transferred was already full and could not 
receive more prisoners without congestion and all its evils. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: What is their number? 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: The Honourable the Home Member suys that 
the jail to which they wanted to go or they were to be sent was full up. I 
ask the Government w r hich spends such a lot of money on the maintenance 
of the Army—could they not have converted one of the hotels in Mussoorie 
into a prison for the girls of India fighting for their freedom? 
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•Could they not have converted one of the hotels in Simla, sa\ the Cecil 
Hotel in Simla, into a jail for girls fighting for their freedom? 
(Laughter from the Europe an Croup ) I find gentleman laughing there, 
hut let us respect these \oung girls who are fighting for a cause 
with courage and with idealism Lei them not he treated in the same 
manner as uliieis mm* being treated (’ould not the Government liave 
known that women «re going to enter this movement ? Could not the Gov¬ 
ernment have cieated a good first class women’s prison with excellent 
arcommodat uni. rcspci table ladies looking after them and v. it h all 
the convenience*, that tlic**e gnL- u<» i d to derive in thru* own homes,— 
oven more conveniences ' Government must have imagination A- Loid 
Morlev said m his letter to L«a*d Mmto. “The Government should not 
adhotv to old maxima Tlie old times are gone and the new turns breathe 
a new spirit and we c.imwt rim on upon the old maxims”. The old 
times are gone but thesi dangerous maxim*, remain Win did it not 
strike the imagination of the Government to build a new prison for girls? 
There is no getting awa\ from the tact that the Indian question will be 
settled, a*, the Irish question wa*. settled, though it threaten** to he un¬ 
settled. as the Canadian and the South Atrii an questions were settled, and 
if vou don’t give women and children proper treatment, then take it 
from me tlut this kind of treatment will Iea\e a trad ot bitterness behind 
(Hear. hear, i If is no use l«*r the Government to sn\ that thev shouted 
slogans I m\sclt have shouted slogans when 1 \us a political prisoner, 
when I uis transferred from the \gra prison to the Lucknow jail There 
was a breakdown of the lorn near a college m Agra, when the students 
were preparing for an examination M\ fellow' prisoners raised shouts 
The vounc bo\s came forward and T .shouted t<» them flic slogan “Swaraj 
cannot wait \oiir studies can wait” l wa*. not muzzled though the 
r rutlrr of Mlahabad asked vvhv I was not muzzled If 1. a man. could 
he treated hotter, wh\ could nr-t those women be floated bettor’ 

Then the Honourable the Home Member -aid that Sardar Sant Smgh 
did not give specific tacts 1 am astonished that the Honourable the Home 
Member should have stated that lie did not give **peeitu tacts A lawver 
of Sardar Sant Singh’** eimneina .md i\ putation in his own place could 
not avoid arguments He combined facts with aiguments. Within the 
short turn* at his disposal he gave tacts He leferred i" children being 
dragged He referred to how a prisoner or prisoners wore bleeding. Are 
these not tacts*’ We have not secured a contradiction ot these facts. 
M\ friend fia.s got lu> taeK from a newspaper which is working under the 
Ordinances I know vvhat it is to run e newspaper, niv paper having been 
the recipient of a warning lateh and a rather hard warning. If I repeat 
the tone and the language, I must he prepared for a heavv security. I 
am sure the Hindustan Timm is working under the same conditions as 
everv other newspaper, and no newspaper will publish facts without veri¬ 
fying them for fear of being prosecuted under the Ordinances or sup¬ 
pressed, and the very fact that the Hindustan Times is in existence after 
the publication of these facts and mv Honourable friend, Mr. Bajpai. the 
energetic Publicity Officer, has not issued a contradiction, is adequate to 
prove to the House that Sardar Sant Singh was taking his stand on hard 
facts which have not been liquified bv the soft reasoning of the Honourable 
the Home Member. The Honourable the Home Member used the word 
"inquiry”. No inquiry will satisfy this side of the House unless it is an 
impartial inquiry not meant to whitewash but to probe into the facts, an 
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inquin which would result in the building up ol ,i good women prisoners’ 
jail with the hi test comemcnccs lor those girls, both 1 Horan and other¬ 
wise, for let it not be forgotten that they are fighting for the ireedom of 
the country. The Honourable the Home Member said that the women 
police wore embarrassed b\ these ladies In reply. I will only repeat what 
Lord Morley said betoru l com*hide Lord Morle\ wrote to Lord Minto: 
“Your law and order pe pie are responsible tor ;it least mail) fooleries 
of hisforv ” as these aggressive politicians 

Mr! D. K. Lahiri Chaudhury (Bengal Landholders) T stand shoulder 
to shoulder with my Inend Sardar S.mt Singh m support »>f this motion 
for adjournment lie has taken up a right c.-uim* as a Member of this 
House to mo\e this adjournment motion and 1 will remind m\ Honourable 
friend the Hoim Member ol a s.n mg h\ Kdmund Burke ‘ Invention is 
exhausted reasons are fatigued and experience has given palgment but 
obstinacy is not \et conquered” Ilowrvei cogent argument is placed before 
this House, however stiong reasoning is pnt forward h'w\e\er much truth 
there In m tin trstimc»n\ tin- Honoinahle tin- Home Member mines with 
a few typed pages with the tacts known lo him as a tlospel truth and 
brushes awn\ tin wWe issue with tin remark, that the matter is mis¬ 
represented. tin* reason is unpist and the demand is unre.ivnablo May 
I relate one ban* naked fact Here is the true mpy of the telegram sent 
by Mr. \saf Ah to Mis Asaf Ali 

“Wire on honour condition health ind if food resumed ennhle mo do same, most 
anxious Asaf. ’* 

This elearh indicates that if Mr^ V^.it Ah takes food he is ,il>o agree 
able to do the sum 1 But wh.it k tin 1 tepl\ that Mr Vs.it Ah got to this 
telegram 1 read onl\ a portion which will en.ibh this IlmiM' to know 
how the nuthont\ interpret*. The repl\ inns thus 

** T withhold \ mir Integrum r<» y«*m win* this morning fo»* the simple reason that 
you said you W'onkl go on hunger strike u tdu* miitir.iio.s heis.** 

Now. il am Honout.ibh* Memhei Knows ,i bu oi Knglwli be will understand 
the meaning ol tln«> .md thw k the scat ol iclmnce tin* Honourable the 
Home Member pkin *. on the reports la* gets fie said th.«t the demand 
was unreasonable and wh.it w.i^ tin- demand * r riu % demand u.i^ that tic 
women should lc* senl to li tn.ik |.i L and 1 will draw the attention o} the 
House to the conditions in mixed pul*. and I am grateful to the* fluuhixiun 
Timex for publishing it It sa\s 

“In view of the dehate on an adjournment motion in the Loirislati\e AsscmhU on 
Wednesduv . permit me loplarc the lollop mg ta« N betoie the re.ulem ,,t 0111 c* .teemed paper 
with regard to the tieat nu»nt of unnion polit a al prisoners m 1 la* Punjab .foil*- w here Delhi 
prisoner's have been transferred, lo show how dangerous ,ind reprehensible b iho pi action 
of keeping women polit ieal prisoners in men s jails 

2. Inalnmsl all Dmtn t puls, t h**re is one female ward meant lor 1 he detent ion ol under* 
trial female prisoriem <»i tor \erv shorMerm female* prisoners After oomietinn these 
prisioners arc* transferred I r Lahore W-innl#* jail. 

(а) Oonfmernentjof female politic al prisoners m these female wards in District- jails is 
highly objec tionable and proearion*- borause unlike female jail, when* the entire stuff 
except the Superintendent and one or two c*lc*rks is female, in Distrief jails the entire* staff 
with the exception of one wardress is male. 

(б) Whereas in fomale jails, no male enters the ju 1 1 unless ac c ompanied by the Deputy 
Superintendent or a wardress, in n fomale waul a large number of males enter every day» 
even when there is no wardress. 
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(c) That respectable ladies are likely to bo harassed by criminals singing indecent and 
immoral songs or levelling filthy abuses against each other. 

(r/) Ladies are, while passing front ward to the office and hack lor interview, likely to 
be insulted and assaulted. When the jail staff jh not iriiinniie from sin It attacks how can 
respectable ladies be considered safe ? 

(r) Aeniiiinal nmy jump over the walls oi the tcmale ward and may make an indecen+ 
assault, on ladies. \'largo mimhoi of convict wurdcis move about in the jail at night. 
Any punishment nlfei assault will be no remedy for the harm done. 

•d. The batch recently transforiod to Multan jail is open to such disudvant ages. The 
distance from t ho ofheo tot ho uurd, when* they have been lodged, is about a furlong and 
a half. Water supply is insufficient. The space at the disposal of tin* prisoners to move 
about is iimdiHpmle Latrines me quite close to the place u lien* prisoners are kept. There 
Is only ijue vv aidless. She e uiuot he present in jail loi 24 hours. If unfortunately any 
Judy falls ill id night, t lien* will he no mean* of eouimunu ation t o the higher staff 

1. 11 i hoio is oven '“owding in tire Luhoie Kornalc Jail, anothci Distiut Jail may be 
eon\ erte 1 int o a Keuiule Jail \v it h a-moln '•I a If. 

Tin* Huiioinabie Member m a light-hearted manner look" at that little 
dui umeiit whitdi lie j)oss( ssi s m liix li.ruds mid "civs that the d* maud was 
le>t r« u-oii.dde .iiul it < .niiioi ia met Sir. in Ills speech ni\ Honourable 
ii'< ml \\ ,i s int v i nipt t d by mv irieiid. .Mr Mura, when he w.is asked, how 
many piis.ajiix hi u.tx going to transfer The number given was 15. 
f Mily lor thes» 15 individuals • \t*n it ace* aumodatiun was not available 
in the Lahore dad they could easily he accommodated by the prisoners 
n Mih*|adx heiiig transferred to «»tlier jails That was a lair proposal, 
Sit what is tin underlying motive in all this? It seems that the 
dt Id. * rate mt* i it mu oi i iu < >• .vemim nt k th.it the\ will punish these 
I* m ii* |irisoii»Ts m sui h a mania r dueetlv mid indire*llv so as to inti¬ 
midate them into r» training fmm lakmg part lor tlu future m a movement- 
foi Swaraj I si\ Sir. with th** utmost e< •illicit ia e and with all the power 
I <vn command that this soit «d mean t i .* k Will not redound to any 
stat* smanslup m aiiv iivih/ed g*•vemiin nt on ill. face of the glob. Sir, 
this 1 1< ild le, I VIII I incut * . 1 1 1J 1 1 >t hi letinhd h\ ally bill'll t. a ties the 

pi act i"111 l' ' fipfui'ssn.n md in.iIt reatment «»n *»ur ladies TV, s.udi in- 
hunc n sii;'# >\?n's bring inthcted *n nut women flit country is n<.| going 
toll, irn’-’td m their j •« »i 1 1 •< d advaiu, n cut < hu women w 11 have to 

I'xfi i- t ii* "I'll strong v' ’• e of then i. i «ns, u nee and i oiise'en a* is 

common t-> i v< »•’ human 1». mg Sir le ".i**u m> tho,L \i.u only vourselves 

spr* a«l hatod m tla mind n} ,\ ( r s« It lrxpei * mg citi/en and ! sg v no 
povu ? on tliK i.ith cm s 11 t v i v e it it ii nt miles it" administration in the 
!utm\ on such lua" 

Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal i liilhmdm Hivisi-n Non-Muhammadan): 
the Ho'ii "» d thi Hopi« M« mb. * almosf approached tins question 
' Mi ley it \ !b ie. c.dy 7 ,mined out that m what mv Honourable friend 

* ia! iLi nt ib* »*, b ite_ ’ 1! ' ’aht \ in ri moving these prisom vs, lie was not 

<om.(! Sn mv 11 nouiaba md 1* arned friend gave the other sale credit 
hr a l'»i d d** il mine 1 i an till h m that the section of flit* law* which 

tla \ have emitr «\ene«l m ’he treatment accorded to those ladies is not 
am action of tin- Indian Penal ('ode nor * f am other Code of Criminal 
Procedure, but it is a coniraventn n ( T.iru* -t'alont 1 Xu Jh urn (ridncif: 

“We cannot hear uni.”) You cannot hear ua ? You will hear me pre- 
*<■ ntlv 


Mr. President: Louder, please. 
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Mr. Jag an Nath Aggarwal: Sir, it is a contravention of the law of 
decency, it is a contra,volition of the law of humanity, it is a contravention 
v>f that Jaw which my learned friend is quite familiar with, “Women and 
children first” and of which Europeans are the greatest exponents, and 
-it* is a sum state of affairs that we have now to remind them of that 
doctrine, which they have in their own lives in dealings with their own 
eountn men. practised all along for general ions untold Well. Sir. i( is 
that patent and obvious ob ject mu that We take to this treatment of our 
ladies in a manner which is neither befitting their dignity nor redounds to 
the credit* of the Government. What is the objection we lake. Su ,,, We 
eay, one might almost v; ; ,\ “lleggars cannot he choosers” The question 
is, once you are in j-n! \<>u are certainly entitled to expect that you shall 
he treated m a manner In-fitting tin* dignity of the Governnieiif and also 
befitting the position of the persons sentenced, especially if tlun }>e of the 
lair and gentle se\ Well, if that is so what is in reality the grievance 
of us on this side ol the House and what is the answer to our grievance 0 
Our grievance is that these ladies were removed bodih b\ force and 
maltreated in tins process of transportation. The other side replied that 
every prisoner is liable to 1>»* transported from one jail to another owing to 
the exigencies of space- or o\eiviowding of jails In th ( » first place may T 
point out that when it was settled in December last at the "Round Table 
Conference that there was going to he a fight with Congress in December 
last, mind \ou nof January -m December last ho for* Mahatma Gandhi 
had departed from London Mr Churchill ver\ hluntly informed us of it in 
the "Parliamentary Debate and Mr Dentbal’s mcmoraiidiim has removed all 
doubts on that score the Government should have prop.ued fur this fight. 
"Now that being so it ought to have been anticipated Muif w-an.-n are a 
necessary party m any national struggle, Go\ eminent should have known 
it; and is it not sheer inefficiency that they did not foies* e that women 
would figure in the national struggle 0 It is alleged that women lnxe been 
put forward by seheming politicians here just t<» act as screens behind 
which to take shelter Sir. can anybody pra tend for one moment that this 
is any tiling hut a travesty uf the facts 0 It has been mentioned and main* 
tained in the Anglo-Indian Press—in which niv learned friend o««*r there 
is very much interested—tb.it men are taking shelter behind ihr xint* ot 
women. Sir. that is grotesquely wrong and mischievous Look at tin 
figures of men rotting in jails The same national spirit that pervades 
these men also permeates our womenfolk If that is so. then it is wholly 
idle to make such allegations and indulge in such propaganda as the other 
side is indulging in Sir, they send complacent messages to the Secretary 
of State that. “The situation'is all quiet”. “The situation k improving”. 
Sir, T say the situation is not improving. Ti should Ik understood that 
when the niovernent has gone down to our women and children, the situa¬ 
tion is not improving, and it cannot improve 

Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Gidney (Nominated: Non-Official): Sir, I rise 
to a point of personal explanation The Honourable -Member made a 
reference to the attitude of mv community towards this question. May 
T inform you, Sir, that, representing as J do my community here, I would 
never desire anything more than that, “women and children should come 
first”. 

Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal: The Honourable Member’s personal expla¬ 
nation has nothing to do with the point I am now making. 
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Xieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: You leave my community alone. 

Mr. President: Order, order. 

I 

Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal: A* I sa\, it is wholly idle to pretend that 
these \\«»nlen mv there by the mere design ol the scheming juditicians • 
the\ an there liecauM* they led 1 <n* then country, because the movement 
Jims gone home to them and I say il the time has come when fan women 
are als<< bring compelled to take such a keen interest m politics and Mich 
keen nid lm/. minus part m the National struggle tin n it is tune that 
i he rniiimummie exiled h\ the t If »\einmeiit was n*y lsed Wh-1 do we 
find Il is s.od that “The situation has become qmet”. and the Secretary 
i‘i Slat.' is assured h\ tin* Government ot India and the Secretary of State 
assuies the House of (’ominous that the situation i> yyell in hand. Sir, 
what is the content on of m\ Tlonouiablc friend op|>osit« The tails are 
overcrowded. and he cannot find reran for these people in the solitary 
lemale |.ul < >t the Pun pah Sir, rm TTonourahle friend must confess to 
palpable inefficiency if he did riot foresee that women in appreciable num¬ 
bers would crane forward to court arrest, and he is not entitled to take 
shelter behind tin* excuse of lack of space when i neyv jad is being 1 built 
ad invent to flu* central jail at Lahore. M\ TTonourahle friend. Mr. Ranga 
I\«*r. y\as not \cr\ happy m his suggestion of converting the Hotel Cecil 
inlo a prison f-a women but I must sav Sir. there are so manv buildings 
which this city abounds m and I ask. why not comert all these interesting 
buildings m which nobody likes to h\r ni the suirmier for lack of sufficient 
watci into jails“> Women certainly could stay m all these p.oces in New 
l)clhi After all the Ordmances are hktly to expire in .Tune Therefore. 

1 >a\ ilint it is cithc] a part <*1 their self-enmplacenta or it- is a lack 
of ha es glu Atiyyvay. I submit that n is high time Government consi¬ 
dered tli.it moii »eeciinmndatmn should he provided for women prisoners. 
My I Innoiirahle friend Mr Lnhiri Chaudhurv has already quoted from the 
// ihilusttin Time* and 1 would also like to point out that it is very essential 
that y\ men must he placed jm surroundings where they are not likely to 
LM*t improper treatment cither from the i tficmls who are in charge of them 
nr Imm others who may he confined .dong with them Sir. yvhen Govern¬ 
ment are keeping women m jail for political offences, is if open to them 
to forget that b\ that \er\ reason more consideration is due to women 
as such than is due to men*’ You must not bring them into surroundings 
in which their yen honour is imperilled That is what is expected of them 
M\ learned friend told us that then* is m> room in jails and that there are 
more prisoners in the country than w t . can keep. Sir. Government will 
soon come to a point when half the country will be inside the jails and 
the other half outsideBut I cannot agree with the remark that there is 
no room in the Lahore jail for the ladies there must be sonic room. Sir, 
there is ample accommodation in Delhi. I sav that the Government must* 
have less* accomnaxlation for the ordinary convict and women prisoners con¬ 
victed for political offences should have more accommodation in jails in Delhi 
and el sc yy In re Another suggest ion which T y\ould like to make in this con¬ 
nection is this We read last year in the press that one of the Provincial 
Governments, during the short space of L> davs. got into existence a jail 
and they took credit for it. When a Provincial Government could do so 
with their limited resources, cannot the Government of India construct a 
new jail for lady prisoners 0 Then. Sir, another suggestion that was made 
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last tilin' was tli.it criminals were let out in the Lahore, jail to make room 
tor political prisoners. y (>u could Ho this again b c > sliding the ordinary 
criminals to the district juds. Theielure, 1 sax that the grievance which 
these ladies had was not that the} wanted to go only to Lahore They 
wanted to leinain m jail, so it did not mailer to them where thex were 
kept. Whit tliex did want was that tliex should luxe propn sut roundings, 
and m\ Honourable Inend > admission that thex had no accommodation 
tor them is an admission cither ot mellicienc} or oj lack ol ioresight which 
he cannot disclaim 1 siippoit tla motion 

Sir Cowasji Jefcumgir (Douibtix Ot\ Non-Mulmminadan Urban): 
.wi i usident. I am ciit.nu th.n nubodx on this side ol the 
House is surpiised that x\ e are haxnie these discussions a Jit t it* 
ol'ii'iicr perliaps Jun lux llonuuiahle lra ml*- on the opposite suh* ot the 
House would desire I>ut xxhen we consul, i the atmospheit in xxhieh xxt ale 
I ' mg and also ronsidei that xxe luxe Lei. sitting in continuous session 
mi nc.iiix i \\ 11 m ntiis it will lie admitted that, on the xx hole this House 
has not uuiuli’ed in discussions o! tins sort a htlle too often Sir. at the 

xerx hegiumng x\e had a discussion on ilu Oidmauees We had a JtesoJu- 
tion which .Members on this side ot the House considered exceptionally 
Tcasonahle but which xxas construed l>\ m\ Honourable hlends opposite 
as a xotc* ot rename It- yaxe this side ol 11 i t ■ House tlie opportunity of 
ventilating their \uv\s and in language that could not In mistaken, of 
informing tux Human abb* tnend.s opposite i li.it there* xx as considerable 
bitterness and lll-teelm*: m the land It bx am chance thex did m»t agree 
with that ojanion then we xxanml them that in a fexx months they would 
have to agree to it Sir. there h is been amt then is consulctuhlc bitter¬ 
ness throughout the i< nutli and breadth ol this countr\ ll it is not 
apparent on Hu ^ait.uv helwxe im« n is not because it n no\ there And 
to mislead oiuselxi'S or to mislead amhodx « 1st xxhether thex he in this 
cMintrx or outside ilus lonutrx is in m. Immhle ■ i|m■ *ii. a criminal action. 
We ought In rea’is,. the nosit »on and xxc oulIii to haxe our r\»s open to 
rhe stat ( ol nfhurs that i-\Ms I d . no* hn«*x\ xx liat mloimation axailahlc 
to lux ‘HoiMiUJahl. Illelids opposite, hut it thex COlis'der til it all is well 
ui everx part of Imlia 1 to disagree The lnuxeimnj. is -joing under¬ 

ground and I haxe not tlie slightest, doubt ah- lit it ( \pplaiw limn the 
f'pjio-ltion Penchesl; and tie ien le Mr 1*0 -idelil I .tin Hot at all sur¬ 
prised ar this motion tor adj.»urnn'. nt of ihe House 

Lo'ikme at ihe question on its merts howexir, as it conn « up before 
us fo-dax theie is a great deal in which 1 haxe to disagree with s«»m« of ihe 
Honourable Mellila is oil this sale .»] lie lions, Tlie facts of the ease 
nfiv'i” 4 . me to 1>" fair'x simple There xxeie a certain imtnhcr of ladies— 
u V ue|..,id tin \ are d! ion heme calLd women and I would prefer, 
with. m lame rude to them ;n am wax, to call them women- in Ihe Ddh 
jail Pe.sr,,, i lx T am not cnivri'in <1 whether they x\ur well-connect ed 
or X 1 1 1 e11 1 » ? tin \ came from the poorest classes T do not think Hint hflR 
anxthine to do with ilu question ,\ certain number of women xxore in 
the Tail at Delhi We haxe nothing to do op the ptesenf occasion ns to 
xxlix tliex were m jail We have discussed that question A certain num¬ 
ber of ihem w. re in “A” class, a certain number in “]>” class and a certain 
number in “C" class Tt was decided that they should he removed from 
ihe "Delhi jail for good reasons known to Government Tt may he due to 
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•congestion or it mu) be that thrv could not be well looked utter here. An\- 
how, thev were informed Unit tlie\ would be removed and they objected. 
They stipulated that thev must go to a certain jail. Now, whether it is this 
Government or whether it is a Swaraj Government or whether it is any 
Indian State, no Government can stand dictation from prisoners. 
(Applause from OfVn ial Tenches.; The) said thev wanted to go to u certain 
jail. I understand from what the Home Member said that, e\en that 
point was eonsidered but it was found that the\ could not be removed to 
that particular jail and they were so inlormed I lm\ — not heard one word 
said vet-from unvbodv that the jails to which thev were to be removed had 
accommodation which was worse than is provided in the Delhi jail. No 
allegation has been made that the jails to which the.v were to he removed, 
whatever their character, were much worse than the jail at Delhi. There¬ 
fore, I take it that they were Ueuig renewed to jails just as good or just 

as had as the jail at Delhi The\ n fused to go They earned on their 

non-co-operation inside the |ai] most probabH thev would ha\e done 
outside ITidei those eircum>l.mces. 1 am at a lo^s ta_» know' what any 
Government could hn\e done .»j could do. They begged of them, the) 
implored them to go I understand tliat certain well-known gentlemen 
who happened to bt> a\adahle m jail v\ere asked to help Tiiaf is what* 

I helie\e the Honourable tla> Home Member said just now I think he 
gave out the names ok one nr two well-known men lie mentioned the 
name ot I)i Ansan who was asked to persuade them 1 also understand 

trmu him that the persuasion m these gentlemen moulted m the stoppage 

of the hunger strike Is that correct 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: I believe so 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: It se. rns to me that it thoM- tacts are correct, 
as stated hv the Honourable the Home Member, then steps were taken 
to persuad* these ladiev to move Hut the\ would not move, and their 
refusing to move could only result m tht um* of force bs the Police. 
That has been admitted Gov eminent admit that they did use force. 
Now, when force <s us**d whether it hr agam-t men w i U-eonneeted or the 
poorest men. or whether it be against women in any state of life, it is 
iihv:i\s unpleasant Tlu u^* of force .dwj\<* umiIN in retaliation. But 
m\ Honourable Irnnd who moved the motion for adjournment lid not 
tell us win force was used 1>\ the women police There must have been 
some cause, and therefore if there was some cause for using force, he did 
not mention what it was It is quite easy to imagine what must have 

happened. These women must have refused to move, they must have 
clung together, some* force must have been used and there must have 
been a hit of a tussle and ultimate!v one or two must have been removed 
and the rest must have reluctunllv followed. On those facts. I regret I 
am not able to go into the lobbv to censure Government 

But, the discussion has had a verv useful result and that is as to 
what is tlie accommodation that Government are providing under these 
extraordinary circumstances That is not a point for a vote of censure, 
but it arises on this motion which has served a very useful purpose. Are 
Government taking precautions to see that there is enough jail accommoda¬ 
tion, for if the present state of affairs continues, I have not the slightest 
doubt- that Government will reqirre not double, not treble but four times 
the accommodation they have got at present. If this discussion only results 
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in rGoverninent taking proper precautions to have this jail accommodation 
ready, it will have served a very useful purpose. 1 agree with every 
word that my Honourable friends have said with regard to .Govern¬ 
ment seeing to it that all women, whether they be highly placed or the 
commonest oi women, all convicted of political offences should be decently 
treated. I would on tins occasion again appeal to (»o\eminent to see that 
the* classification is properly judged. That Js another point fhat might 
well he brought to the attention of Government Some days yon see that 
men who have been arcustomed to live well are put into “C” class and 
also men who had been put into “A” class before, are put into the “C” 
class. I do not think that sort of thing should continue It only adds 
to the bad blood, adds to tile bad leeluig it onl\ adds to the difficulties 
that we are .ill going to encounter .n a year or two or perhaps within 
six months Therefore, it would be as well that Go>ernment took a long 
view in these matters All they want to d<> k to confine the-e people anil 
stop them from their activities .it present. That is all that is required 
to be done and there should be no mahcmiu action 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi (Burma N«>u-European) Air ihesident. there 
was a turn, uot very long ago. when the Honourable the Home Member 
had the beiietit of sening the (Jo\eminent of Bombay That also was ft 
time when my Honourable friend Sir l owasp Jehangir was a Member ol 
the Government ot Bombay Sir. judging Imtti the speeches delivered 
’o-day by tlit Huiiour.dne tin 11 * »i m Member and by Sir Cowasji Jehangir 
it strikes mt that tin*- associate>n lias done neither ot them any good. 
(Laughter and Cheers.) 

My Honourable mend Sir Cnw.isji J, bangir quite rightly pointed out 
to the Go\eminent Benches that there is intense feeling m the country 
and that the movement is gathering strength, whether it. he above the 
surface or below the siirfact He pointed out to the Governin' nt that it 
would he a criminal act to minimise or misrepresent tile intensity of feel¬ 
ing in the country. I think I am voicing the opinion ot the Opposition 
Benches when 1 say that nothing done by Government, nothing done by 
any Government official can cause more bitterness to Indians than the 
treatment ineted out to their women (Hear, hour ) This is a factor 
which iny Honourable friend Sir James Crerar always swayed by his pecu¬ 
liarly cold logic can never take full note ot l was uvnu/cd when he 
informed the House that he saw nothing in the allegations made hv my 
Honourable friend Sardnr Sant Singh to justify this adjournment motion. 

1 also listened to the facts narrated by inv Honourable friend Sardar Sant 
Singh and although T have a peaceful disposition, I certainly saw red for 
a few minutes Tf the facts related by Sardar Sant Singh strike the Gov¬ 
ernment Benelux as innocuous, if the facts narrated h\ Sardar Sant Singh 
fail to move m\ Honourable friends sitting on the European non-official 
Benches, then I am afraid the British community, official or non-official, 
will never realise the strength of Indian feeling, so far ns the treatment 
of Tndia women is concerned. (Hear, hear.) 

My Honourable friend Sir Cowasji Jehangir made certain pertinent- 
enquiries and T should also like to repeat Ihose enquiries. Ts it the posi¬ 
tion of the Government of Tndia that the jail administration in Delhi would 
have come to a standstill if these 15 women had not been removed from 
Delhi jail to some other jail? Would it not have been possible, assuming 
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that there was congestion in the Delhi jail, would it not have been possible 
to remove some of the male prisoners from Delhi jail to some other jail 
and keep the women prisoners here? As a last resort, would it not have 
been possible to remove from the Delhi jail some of the women prisoners 
who have been convicted and sentenced under the ordinarv law? On this 
point I want to challenge the statement ol m\ Honourable iriend Sir 
Cowu-p Jehangir that tins Home should not draw am distinction between 
persons sent to jail under the Ordinances and persons -<*nt to pul under 
the ordinarv criminal law of the lamk 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: 1 never said so. 1 said distinction shoud be 
made. 

Mr Jehangir K. Munshi: I stand corrected Am I to understand my 
Honourable friend now to -a\ that he did not suggest that whether 
women prisoner* are detained in Delhi fail under the Ordinances or 
whether t h * * \ are prisoner- muh l the ordin in criminal law . . 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: That is not what I s.ud I -av now and 1 always 
maintained that there should la* a great di-t motion between political 
prisoner- and pn-oiier- w ho have hern euriv.etod under the ordinary law. 
But there -honld l>» little ditloreiic* in eoii-idenng prisoners well-connected 
and poor people who have been eonvieted oi political offences There 
max he ,i distinction o» A and C el.i-- In all mean- Hut because a 
w ell-ooiinert» d pr>-oni r h.'ppi n- to b» obstinate \uu cannot let that per* 
-on off She ni In -hoiild got tin siim tn .itmeiit a- a person who is 
1 ) 001 * and struggling 

Mr. President: Tin HonourahK Mitnhei ha- in ide hi- pu-ition clear. 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: 1 ,ip»>li»gi-e to m\ Honourable iriend Sir 
Cowa-j 1 -lelungii lor having nu-iiiuh i-food him m ain particular. I am 
glad that I h.-vt him with me and the Independent Benches with me 
when 1 -a\ that tin- House will eertamlv draw ,i distinction between 
pnsoiiei- uhctlni in. ih or temah , who are m jail under the Ordinances 
and those wlni an* m |a 1 1 under the oniman criminal law. 

Tlu, Honourable the Honn Member expressed himself disappointed at 
tin* lack of more specific tacts iroin Sardar Sant Singh I would invite 
the Honourable tin* Home Member himself 1 1 ► give fuller tacts to the 
House when In replies to this debate. : *s to what is the total jail aecom- 
modat'on in Delhi, how main women can he ordmaril\ accommodated 
m tin* Delhi ]ail wh.it i- the number o| vuum'ii m Delhi jail imprisoned 
under the ordinal\ law and v\h\ it wa- considered neoessan to single 
out these 15 ladle- tn distribute them all over the Punjab. This House 
would also like to know whether when these 15 ladies are separated m 
this wav. two sent to one jail and three to another and so on. there will 
l.e am other women prisoner- in those other Punjab jails, and what pre 
cautions will he adopted to see that the honour of these 15 ladies is 
safeguarded and that thev will not be subjected to ill-treatment, distress, 
molestation or r sk of am kind Because, nltimatelv we, must come back 
to this main question, how arc we going to allow our women to be treated, 
whether in jail or outside it? (Hear, hoar) 

Mr. President, incidents of this tvpe which have been related in this 
H nnse to-dav will not onlv help the Congress movement but will also 
help the revolutionary movement T ask Sir James Crerar to imagine to 
himself the feelings of thousands of young men and women who are 4a3y 
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gathering round the revolutionary banner filled with a desire to hill those 
particular people who have* been reported to have subjected these ladies 
to this \ioJonoc. 1 am not here concerned with the point whether it will 
be right or wrong for these revolutionaries to think of taking such action. 
But is it not natural for such people w'ho him* joined this violent revolu¬ 
tionary movement, to leel at the moment a strong desire to kill persons 
placed in such positions who subject Indian women to such treatment? 
Would Sir dames Crerar he surprised to read a eouple of days hence that, 
one of the Bengal revolutionaries or ally other revolutionary, whether he 
is called a misguided patriot or a dangerous criminal, has killed two or 
three of these ollicials who were responsible, according to the reports 
available to us, for these atrocities committed on these women 1 I shall 
not he surprised and 1 am sure the Opposition Benches will not be sur¬ 
prised Whither are the (iovermnent of India leading these young men 
and women*’ The Government of India want to crush the Congress 
movement, they also want to stamp out revolution and violence Are 
these the methods to he adopted*’ That 15 ladies imprisoned without 
trial under the Ordinances should he forcibh . 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: Did the Honourable Member say 
they were imprisoned without trial'* 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: Without tn.d except limit r the Ordinances 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: 1 think the llonouiable Member is 
mistaken He said tin \ \\rir imprisoned without trial Tlie\ were not, 
tbe\ were convicted 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: D<»is tin Huiiourablc the Home Member 
seriously sugg« si that my ot these women ha\e bet u sent to jail after 
a proper trial ,\s a tr\ \\ under the British constitution and in a British 
court ot law is understood 0 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: Certainly Sir 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: Mr President, it i- \er\ sad to part- with 
a Member of this House, whether ollicial or non-ofVicud. with whom one 
has sat m this House for about tour \ears But it that is Sir James 
Crerar s conception of trial under British law then 1 lor one do not feel 
any overpowering sorrow at tin* idea of his leaving the country in the 
next few days. 

Sir, I do hope my Honourable friend Sir James Crerar will make it 
clear to the House wh\ it was thought indispensable to remove these 15 
ladies from the Delhi jail win they were separated in the manner they 
have* been separated, and what precautions the Government of India or 
any other Government ar«* going to take in order that these ladies may 
not he subjected to ill-treatment, insult molestation or risk of urn kind 
That. Sir, is so far as future treatment i 1 - concerned But so far ns the 
past is concerned, so far as the maltreatment of these 15 ladies is con¬ 
cerned. that can only be dealt with bv a successful censure motion 
(Applause.) 

The Honourable Sir Gteorge Rainy (Leader of the House): ftir, I do 
not wish to speak at any great length, but there are one or two observa 
trons which occurred to me in listening to this debate and T felt that I 
ought to say something The adjournment procedure, Mr. President, has 
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been devised in order that the House may have opportunities for discus¬ 
sing definite matters of urgent public importance. The subject to-day is 
the maltreatment of the women political prisoners in Delhi jail in the 
course of their transfer to mixed jails. I have never heard a debate on 
a motion for adjournment in which so little has been said on the subject 
of the motion. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: On a point of order, Sir. Can any Honourable Mem¬ 
ber question the propriety of the Chair not interfering with Members when 
they were speaking irrelevantly? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola): I do not 
believe that the Honourable Member’s contention is that the debate was 
irrelevant. The Chair would have taken notice if it had been irrelevant. 
The Chair holds that the debate has been quite relevant. The Honourable 
Member’s contention is that in the discussion which has taken place, 
sufficient has not been said on the one issue involved to which he wishes to 
draw attention. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I was not raisin? for a single 
moment any question of order whatsoever. I am perfeetlv well aware, 
Sir, that you are always ready to control the debates in this House if they 
tend to go beyond the proper limits That is not mv point at all. But 
what 1 noticed was a certain timidity amongst the Opposition speakers and 
a desire to deal with matters on the fringe of the subject rather than to 
get near the heart of it That appeared even in the Honourable the Mover’s 
speech, because as I watched the clock I began to wonder whether he 
was leaving himself quite sufficient time to give the facts to which he 
wished to draw the attention of the House; and it seemed to me that he 
was leaving himself very little time indeed as in laot it turned out. And 
since m\ Honourable friend the Home Member read a statement of the 
facts from the report which be, had received, T have not heard his version 
seriomdv challenged by nnv one of the speakers. In those circumstances, 
Sir, T think T am entitled to claim that our version of the facts holds 
the field, and the position was verv nptlv summarised, if. I mnv say so, 
by mv Honourable friend Sir Cowasji Jehangir in his speech He put it 
verv briefly and verv clearlv, and the sum and substance of it is just this, 
that force was used, that it was necessary to use it if jail discipline was 
not to go by the board altogether, and that no facts had been alleged to 
show* either that tin* orders given were unreasonable or that in carrying 
them out more force bad been used than was necessary. It was precisely 
on those grounds that he announced his inability to vote for the motion. 
I admit that debates of this kind, which give an opportunity for Members 
on tire unofficial Benches to let Government know' what the feeling in the 
country is — I am not questioning that—but still when we come to the 
point of whether this motion should be carried or not, then I claim that 
on the specific point put before the House no sufficient grounds have been 
advanced for an adverse vote. Now, one speaker— I think it was my 
friend. Mr. Aggarwal—suggested that it whs not right to send women 
prisoners to places where they might be treated improperly, and my Honour¬ 
able friend, Mr. Munshi, made a similar suggestion. Now, it occurred to 
imo., as it occurred to my Honourable friend. Sir Cownsjee Jehangir, to 
ask what reason anybody has to suppose that in the Ambala and Ludhiana 
jails they are in fact in any greater danger of improper treatment than 
they are in the Delhi jail? Surely that cannot be assumed. 
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Mfr*' Jebfthgir K,Mttnshi: Because they arc separated from'one another. 

The ‘Honoiirhhle Sir Oetfrge Raffly:' Docs the Honourable MeWtb^r 
suppose that- the Delhi jail is not a mixed jail ns my Honourable friend 
the Mover called it?. 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: But the fifteen have been separated from one 
another. Here they were not separated but were kept together in iho 
Delhi jail. 

T&e Honourable'Sir George Rainy: Does the Honourable Member sup¬ 
pose that in other jails there is no separation? Mv Honourable friend 
is I think a little unfair when, having been betraved by his own ignorance 
of the facts, he attempts to cover his tracks, as ho did when he made the 
suggestion that these prisoners had not been tried. I cannot congratulate 
him on the manner in which he attempted to wriggle out of tlmt little 
difficulty. 

In all seriousness, we do realise on the Government Benches the sen¬ 
sitiveness of Indian opinion when there is anv apprehension or any fear 
that Indian women have been cruelly or unfairly treated. We do realise* 
it. But there is also this to he said, that it is very important, if and 
when accusations are made of such treatment and are shown to bo without, 
foundation, that, this House, while ready to condemn what is in fact 
maltreatment, should also not. be ready to censure Government when all 
that has been done is to cam out- the plain duty of anv Government ill 
the position which actually arose That, is the plain issue before the House, 
Mr. President, and personally 1 have great confidence in what the verdict 
of the House will be. 

Several Honourable Members: The question may now be put. 

Mr. President: I accept the closure The quest ion is that the question 
be now put. 

The motion was adopted. 

Satdar Sant' Singh: Sir. T would not like to detain the House much 
longer, hut I would like to answer certain questions put- to me by the 
Honourable Sir Oowasjee Jehangir and the Honourable the Leader of the 
House. The question which has been definileh asked of me by the former 
is, what is the difference between the jails to which they have been sent 
and the jail from which they were sent,? The reply is very simple. The 
jails to which these lady prisoners have been sent, are meant for lmhit uals 
alone. Habitual jails are meant for those convicts who have got more than 
ono conviction at their credit. They are hardened criminals and ire there¬ 
fore kept in separate jails. The ladies were sent amongst hardened crimi¬ 
nals who would not hesitate to outrage their modesty by shouting abusive 
slogans even from a distance. The second reason is that, the jails to which 
th6y have been' sent are not intended for female prisoners. Female jails 
ufider the jail regulations are provided. In my speech 1 made it clear. 
Probably either I was not clear or this portion of rnv speech was not 
listened to with attention Female jails are separate jails in the Punjab, 
and probably there is only one such jail and that is at Lahore. The other 
jails have a female ward and that Ward is meant for under-trials and no 
jail can detain female prisoners after their conviction for more than a week. 
This the illegality which I pointed out, and if this illegality ceases to 
be atl illegalitv because it is committed by the agents of the Honourable 
the Home Member, then I have nothing rtiore to say. But if it- is an 
illegality, then I charge the executive authorities for violation of law in 
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whose name they are transferring these prisoners. If this is not a,specific 
allegation, I fail to see what is a specific allegation. tf 

J.nowrpfer to the second point. The Honourable the .Home Member 
has.stated that it was impracticable to accede to the wishes of these’ lady 
prisoners. The reply to this is also very simple. Since the time these 
lady prispners have been transferred from Delhi jail, the female w’ar&'lies 
vacant up till now. I challenge my Honourable friend to say that there 
are any lady prisoners now there. (Opposition Cheers) The third speci¬ 
fic fact I am going to supply is this: that during the last civil disobedience 
movement of 1030 the European ward of this jail accommodated fifteen lady 
prisoners. Now it is being used by their four favourites, who are known 
as approvers in the Delhi conspiracy case. Could these approvers not be 
removed elsewhere and these ladies accommodated instead? My friend 
Mr. Munshi has asked me how many women can be accommodated in 
Delhi jail. I think I have supplied the answer and this answer should 
satisfy everybody. 

The question has been put to me—what led to the use of force towards 
these lady prisoners? The reply again is very simple. Is not a man or 
woman entitled to protect her honour or chastity or modesty, specially 
when it is being threatened by an illegal act of the executive? Were they 
not justified in demanding that they should be sent to the female jail? If 
this demand was legitimate, certainly they were justified in offering 
natyagraha when being removed to places not meant for their detention by 
the law ol the land. 

These are the facts which I want to place before the House. I will 
say in the end that the real cause which leads to such abuses of power lies 
in fho fact—in the mentality which at this time prevudes the European 
Benches as well as the Government Benches namely all the members 
of the family of a person belonging t-o the Congress school must be consi¬ 
dered beyond the pale of laws and decent treatment. The most- recent 
instance of the working of this mentality that I have come to know is of 
the wiie of one Bhagat Singh, who is now detained in the Subzimandi 
lockup. She fell ill and went round all the hospitals to be treated. 
Every female hospital refused to admit her aiul she died only yesterday 
for want of medical treatment (Cries of “Shame, shame” from the 
Nationalist Benches.) These are the facts Sir. The Honourable the 
Home Member opposite wanted faets. We challenge the mentality of the 
Government If they really want any eo-operation or any settlement of 
this burning question, and one day it must come as my friend Mr Eanga 
Iyer said, they must not make themselves slaves of such a mentality, 
lii the meantime. Sir, bitterness has increased, and is increasing 
immensely. It. has increased to such an extent that it will in near future 
become very difficult for the Englishmen to remain in India. With 
these remarks 1 leave my motion in the hands of the House. 

The Honourable Sir jinnies Orerar: Mr. President, I have only got 
half a dozen sentences to say, as the hour is somewhat advanced, in reply 
to wdiat has fallen from the Honourable the Mover of this motion. I am 
somewhat surprised that an Honourable and learned gentleman—learned 
in law—should be .repeating the statement that the action taken in this 
euse was an illegality. The Honourable and learned gentleman referred 
to a regulation in the Punjab Jail Manual prescribing, if t understood him 
correctly, that, owing to the existence of a special female jail at Lahore, 
every other jail should evacuate the special wing allotted to women as 
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speedily as possible. It is a perfectly proper arrangement in normal ad¬ 
ministrative times, but it is obvious and must be obvious to the Honour¬ 
able Member himself that it is purely an administrative and executive order 
issued with reference to normal times, and when he repeats, on the basis 
of that reiterated fact, that this was an illegality committed by Govern¬ 
ment and its officers, he must he aware himself of the veritably untenable 
character of his allegation. I repeat once more. Sir, that even though 
the Honourable Member has had an opportunity to reply after his notice 
had been invited to that fact, there was nothing illegal, nothing to indicate 
or to substantiate the allegation that the women policemen who were 
mainly concerned in this matter deliberately and gratuitously maltreated 
these prisoners or used any more force than was absolutely necessary. 
He has not said one single word about physical maltreatment of that kind, 
which I understand to he the gravamen of his charge. 

With regard to the other more general matters, I would like to say 
one word m reply to what, if I may call it the more' practical speech made 
by my friend from Bombay and what was said in confirmation by the 
Honourable the Loader of the House. We do indeed very fully recognise 
how sensitive public opinion is with regard to those matters, and I do not 
think that the House will be prepared to admit, in view of the very 
complete statement which I made, that it could he reasonably inferred 
by any reasonable and sensible man that our view? in the matter were 
different or were otherwise exemplified in this particular instance. Not 
only the Government of India but tbo Local Governments are fully aware 
of this and indeed they have precisely the same disposition themselves, 
and I absolutely deny the suggestion that m any jail in any province in 
India where women arc confined Hint principle is departed from. 

As regards the provisions of the jail accommodation to which my friend 
from Bombay referred, that is constantly engaging the attention of Local 
Governments, and I may assure the House that, should most unfor¬ 
tunately the necessity arise which recently, 1 am glad to say, has become 
less and less, arrangements will be made by which the detention of 
prisoners will be adequately and properly provided for. 

Mr. President: The question which I have now' to put is that the 
House do now adjourn. 

The Assembly divided: 
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Misrar, Mr. B. N. 

Mitra, Mr S. C. 

Mur.shi, Mr Jehangir K. 

Murtuza Saheb Bahadur, Maulvi 
Sayyid 

Neogy, Mr. K. C. 

Patil, Rao Bahadur B. L. 

Ranga Iyer, Mr. C. S. 

Reddi, Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna. 

Sant Singh, Sardar. 

Sarda, Diwan Bahadur llirbiLs. 

Sen, Mr. S C. 

Sen, Pandit Satyendra Nath. 

Singh, Mr Gaya Prasad. 

Thampan, Mr. K. P. 

Uppi Saheb Bahadur, Mr. 

Ziauddin Ahmad, Dr. 



Motion fob 'adjocrnmekt. &46& 

NOES—58. 


Acott, Mr. A. S. V. 

Ahmad Nawaz Khan, Major Nawab. 
Allah Baksh Khan Tiwana, Khan 
Bahadur Malik. 

Anklesaria, Mr. N. N. 

Azizuddin Ahmad Bilgrami, Qazi. 
Bajpai, Mr. G. S. 

Bajpai, Mr. R. S. 

Banerji, Mr. Rajnarayan. 

Bhore, The Honourable Sir Joseph. 
Biswas, Mr. C. C. 

Brown, Mr. R. R. 

Clow, Mr A. G. 

Cocke, Sir Hugh. 

Cosgrave. Mr. W. A. 

Crerar, The Honourable Sir James. 
Dalai, Dr R D. f 

DeSouza, Dr. F. X. 

Fox, Mr II B. j 

French, Mr. J C. 

Ghuznavi. Mr. A. H. 

Gidncy, Lieut -Colonel Sir Henry 
Graham, Sir Lancelot. 

Gwuino, Mr. C W 
Healhcote, Mr L V 
Howell, Sir Evelyn 

lshwarsmgji, Nawab Naharsingji I 

Ismail All Khan, Kunwar Haiee : 

Ismail Khan, Haji Chaudhury ! 

Muhammad. 

Jawahar Singh, Sardar Bahadur j 

Sardar. 

The motion was negatived. 

The Assembly then adjourned till 
the 24th March, 1982. 


Lai Chand, Sony. Captain Rao Baha¬ 

dur Chaudhri. 

Macqueon, Mr. P. 

M oore, Mr, Arthur. 

Morgan, Mr. G. 

Mujumdar, Sardar G. N. 

Mukherjee, Rai Bahadur S. C. 

Nixon, Mr. J. C. 

Noyce, Sir Frank. 

Pandit, Rao Bahadur S. R 
Rafiuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Rainy, The Honourable Sir George. 
Rajah, Rao Bahadur M. C. 

Rama Rao, Diwan Bahadur TJ. 

Rau, Mr. P. R. 

Ryan, Mr. T. 

Sahi, Mr. Ram Prashad Narayan. 
Sarma, Mr. R 8. 

Schuster, The Honourable Sir George. 
Scott, Mr. J. Ramsay. 

Shah Nawaz, Mian Muhammad. 

Sher Muhammad Khan Oakbar, Cap¬ 
tain. 

Studd, Mr. E. 

Svkes, Mr. E. F. 

Tin Tut, Mr. 

Wajihuddin, Khan Bahadur Haji. 
Wood. Sir Edgar 
Yakub Sir Muhammad 
Yamin Khan, Mr. Muhammad 
Young, Mr G. M. 


Eleven of the Clock on Thursday, 




APPENDIX,* 


Trdnelat&ondf the apeeth delivered in Matiithi by Mr t N. R. QunjaU 

in the Legislative Assembly on the 10th March , 1932, during the General 

Discussion of the General Budget. 

Mr: H. E. Gufcjai (Bombay Control Division: Non-Muhammadans 
Rural): Sir, the Honourable Sir George Schuster last Monday presented 
to the Assembly the Government of India’s revised estimates for the 
current year and the Budget estimates for the year 1032-33. The public 
had already before them a fair outline of this Budget in la?/t September and 
they were consequently unenthusirtstic about it. Since the taxes were 
raised for a period of eighteen months only in last September, it was un¬ 
likely that the Finance Member would resort to a fresh enhancement of 
taxation now The people may, however, find some interest in knowing 
how far the Finance Member’s expectations have come to he realised 
during the last four or five months; and as regards this# it will be seen that 
Government estimates have failed in a rising degree 

At the commencement, no deficit was anticipated in the current year; 
hut the Finance Member had to declare a deficit of ten crores last Septem¬ 
ber. The new increase in the taxation was certified in the tooth of opposi¬ 
tion from the whole nation, and even then there appears to he a likelihood 
of the deficit rising np to KB crores. for the current year alone If, even 
after tho application of the retrenchment axe and the excessive increase in 
taxation, the Budget cannot he balanced, will it be unreasonable to hold 
that the Government machinery has seriously gone wrong somewhere? 
Really the Government of India machinery needs overhauling before it can 
work smoothlx again The reform needed is Unit full rosponsd ilitv should 
ho introduced at the centre and an Indian expert should he appointed a<* the 
Finance Minister Even with the abnormally enhanced taxes the estimat¬ 
ed income could not bo gathered this 'soar, this is ascribed bv Government 
to the general trade depression No doubt, that w a true cause to a 
certain extent, but the present political situation in the country is. to my 
mind, the more potent f amo of it The import and exi ort figures are 
instructive in this respect For the first ten months of 1020*30 figures for 
imports and exports stood at Rs. 2fV> and Rs 201 crores. respectively. The 
corresponding figures for 1031-32 were Rs 131 and Rs 105 crores .Although 
the fall in trade prices may he one of the causes of this diminution in the 
imports bv Rs 00 crores, the bo\cott movement is not tho less important 
cans*'. It- has resulted in the decrease of income from custom duties on 
sugar and cloth Therefore, starting of conciliatory political poliev is the 
real effective remedy for an early improvement in tho economic condition 
of this country. Even the Budget figures support this conclusion. 

The Budget estimates for 1032-33 provide 120 crores* and 0f> lakhs as 
the revenues, 127 crores and 81 lakhs as expenditure and 2 crores and 
15 lakhs as the closing balance. The accuracy of thes#e estimates depends 
largely on the progress that will he made in retrenchment Next vear the 
military expenditure is estimated at. 4f> crores and 74 lakhs and His Excel¬ 
lency the Commander-m-Chiof has warned us that there will be no further 
scope for retrenchment there. Several Indian leaders have already 
expressed the view that India is unable to hear so much military expendi¬ 
ture. The popular party should not slacken their demand for curtailment 
of military expenditure. Taxation has now reached tho maximum limit. 

*Vide page 1786 of these Debates. 
t \ 



but even then Sir George Schuster suggests enhancement of taxation on 
salt, kerosene and other articles of necessity. This discloses the delicate 
condition to which the Government are reduced. The Finance Member 
should bear in mind that when he raises the taxes, he has got to give 
corresponding advantage to the people. Maintenance of peace and order 
is not the only function of the Government: but it is also their duty to 
solve the problem of unemployment, to develop the industries in the 
country, and so on. N ( 

The inflation of currency by fif) croros has well nerved the Government 
in respect of payment and flotation of debt. Groat Britain 1ms been much 
benefited by the export of gold Government propose to float a loan of 
14J crores next year. Government securities are going up; this ensures* 
success of the loan, no doubt But Government must, at the same time, 
strive to improve the political situation in the country. 

The Honourable the Finance Member expressed his regrets over the 
Budget while presenting it and remarked that he had to present it to the 
Assembly as ordered by His Excellency the Viceroy. The Assembly Mem¬ 
bers need not feel sorr\ The agriculturists had no profit last vear and the 
rainfall was defective this year The times have changed. If Government 
realise this, it is strange that they should pursue the policy of adding to 
the burden of taxation on agriculturists and other professions This \ear 
the farce of retrenchment has started, and Indians have fallen victims 
thereto. There have been several instances of the Indians coming under 
retrenchment, but there an* only stra\ instances of Europeans coming 
thereunder. We feel very much for this discrimination 

One word more; the deficit in the next \ear’s Budget is to be met by 
floating a frr*h loan Every year Government go in for loans thereby 
swelling their indebtedness I accused Government of inso!\ene\ last year; 
that might have given an offence to them 1 have to snv Hint any sub¬ 
ordinate Government under the Government of India could have, with 
propriety, declared insolvenc\ on account of the heavy burden of debts; 
but the Government of India, being the supreme Government, have not 
got this way open to them. That is tin* only difference 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Thursday , 24th March, 1932. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at 
Eleven of the Clock, Mr President in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Delhi Move Allowance and Simla Hors*: Rent Allowance. 

915 *Sardar O. N. Mu]umdar: K it a fuel that the Arm\ Head¬ 

quarters staff reeeivt .in allowance of 33 per rent as Delhi move allow¬ 
ance 0 

(b) Has this allow am e boon reduced b\ lU per cent and. if so, since 
when ? 

lr) \rc CroNcinmtnt aware that the I)elln move and the Simla house 
rent allow'jmccv are not utilised for identical purposed 

\<h H it a tact that Con eminent intend to reduce the Simla house rent 
allowance of their Secretariat staff by ten per cent 0 

(c) Are Government aw an* that mo«*t of the Simla Ranks and land¬ 
lords. have refused to reduce rents? 

(/) Is it also a fact that (lo\eminent are not prepared to renew the 
House Accommodation Act? 

((f) Are Government pr(*pared to leave the Simla house rent allowance 
untouched 4> If why not ° 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: («) No The Delhi moving allow¬ 
ance; L given on a graduated scale and varies with pay. The Honourable 
Member will find the actual rates stated in rn\ replv to Pandit Nilakantha 
Das’ unstarred question No 272 of the 21st March, 1930. 

(h) Yes. with effect from the beginning of the current Delhi season. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) to ( g). I would invite the Honourable Member's attention to the 
reply I gave on the 23rd to Mr Gunjal’s starred question No. 895. 

Complaint by Mr. P. D. Siiarma of Assault at a Meeting of the 
Citizens’ Levgfe. Delht. 

91 f> *Mr. Bhuput Sing: (a) Is it a fact, that a meeting of the Citizens' 
League was held at the Queen’s Garden, Delhi and that villagers from 
outside Delhi and the staff of municipal schools and boy scouts were brought 
to the meeting? 

(b) Arc Government aware that Mr P. D. Sharma, News Editor of the 
Hindustan Times was not allowed to move an amendment to a resolution 
moved at the meeting? 
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(c) Are Government aware that when Mr. Sharma insisted on his right 
to move the amendment prominent conveners of the meeting assaulted 
and insulted Mr. ‘ Sharma ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the City Magistrate, the City Kofcwai anti other 
police officers were present at the meeting and are Government aware that 
they did not intervene in spite of Mr. Sharma's appeal to them? 

(«) Is it a fact that the Citizens’ League is patronised h\ the Chief 
Commissioner of Delhi? 

(/) Is it a fact that Mr. Sharma lodged a complaint under sections 323- 
and 504 of the Indian Penal Code against ltao Bahadur Dr. Hari Iiam, 
President of the meeting, Khan Sahib S. B. Abdullah, Senior President 
of the Delhi Municipality and convenor of the meeting, Haji Pashid- 
uddin, Secretary of the Citizens' League. for assault and m>ult m the 
Court of the Additional District Magistrate, Delhi? 

(; g ) Is it a fact that the Magistrate held that the complaint related 
to a ‘‘trifling affair” and that he dismissed it as he did not want to en¬ 
courage ‘‘frivolous and unreasonable complaints of this nature”? 

13ie Honourable Sir James Crerar: Government understand that the 
Magistrate s decision to which reference is apparently made has formed the 
subject of an appeal to the Sessions Judge It would therefore he improper 
on my part to express any opinion on the facts of the case at this stage. 

Competition of Jails with Industrial Concerns 

917 >: Mr. J. Ramsay Scott: (a) Is «t a fact that there has been a re 
cent protest from the Associated Chambers of Commerce with reference to 
jails competing with private enterprise 0 

(b) Will G overnment. please state the number of cases in which such 
competition lias occurred in the last year in respect of jails in the following 
Provinces —(1) Madras. (2) Bengal, (3) Purina, (4) Bihar and Orissa, and 
(5) the United Provinces'* 

(r) Is it a fact that in Government's Resolution of December 23rd, 1922 
the Governor General in Council was disposed to think that the apprehen¬ 
sion of possible competition of jails with established industries iB more 
imaginative than real? 

(fl) Is it a fact, that during the last year several large orders for 
blankets hu\e gone to juiK, and do Government propose to reconsider the 
question ? 

(c) If the answer to part fd) he in the affirmative, what do the\ propose 
doing? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: (a) The Secretary to the Associated 
Chamber of Commerce, India and Ceylon, communicated to the 
Government of India a copy of a resolution passed by the Associated 
Chambers on the subject on the 14th. and 15th December, 1931. This 
resolution took the form of a request that Government would again lay 
down their policy on this question for the guidance of local Governments. 

(b) I am unable to state the number of cases in which orders have been 
given to jails during the last year 

(c) Yes. 
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QUESTIONS AND AN SWISS. 

(i d ) A small portion of an order for 96,300 blankets for the Army was 
placed with a jail in Bihar and Orissa after tenders had been called for. 

( e) The policy of the ;Government of India is clearly stated in the 
Resolution referred to by the Honourable Member, and they do not con¬ 
sider it necessary to take further action. I may inform the Honourable 
Member, however, that in view of a resolution passed by the Associated 
Chamber of Commerce in 1929 the Government of India enquired from all 
Local Governments whether this policy was being m some instances dis¬ 
regarded All replies were in the negative. 

Prices of Jail-made Articles. 

918. *Mr. J. Ramsay Scott: Are the prices quoted b\ jails below the 
market rates and with reference to the following statement by Government 
in their Hesohition of 23rd December, 1922. “In view of the necessity for 
fixing the price ot jai]-m:tde articles according to the ordinarv market rate 
for such articles co-operation between the Jail and the Industries Depart¬ 
ment should therefore include consultation of the latter by the former on 
the prices to lx* fixed for jail products", lias the above procedure been 
carried out M If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: The answer to the first part of the 
question is in the negative As regards the second part. 1 understand that 
this procedure is followed 

Pricks of Jail-made Articles. 

919. *Mr. J. Ramsay Scott: If tlw rate-* quoted b\ jails in tender** are 
below those uuoted b' private firms 

(/n what i*. the maximum amount of lu-.s a jail is allowed to make; 
and 

(b) is it n fact that the procedure laid down is designed to prevent 
jails underquoting private firms 0 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: M\ information is that as a rule 
the prices of jail manufactures are if anything slightly above the market 
rate, and that difficulty is sometimes found in disposing of them 


INSTALLATION OF MACHINERY IN JAILS. 

920. *Mr. J. Ramsay Scott: In view of overproduction everywhere, 
will Government state. 

(i) whether it is their policy to countenance the spending of publif 

money on equipping jails with pov r er machinery; and 

(ii) what steps they will take to prevent the further installation of 

new machinery 0 

The Honourable Sir James Orerax: (D The Government’s poliev is 
enunciated in their Resolution of the 19th December. 1922 They have 
no reason to believe, as I have explained in answer to a previous question, 
that there is any deviation on the part of the Local Governments. 

i a 2 
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(ii) The Honourable Member is, doubtless, aware that “Jails”, under 
the Devolution Rules, is a Provincial Reserved subject, subject only to 
central legislation The further installation of new machinery in jails is 
thus the concern of local Governments who are fullv alive to the present 
financial and industrial situation. 

Saving on the Royal Atm Force vs it affects India. 

921. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: (a) Arc Government aware that 
a cut of £700.000 lias been effected in the amount of expenditure on the 
Royal Air Force in England? 

(b) If so, will Government please state whether it will mean any 
saving on the Indian expenditure so far as the Royal Air Force in India 
is concerned? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) Yes. 

(h' No, Sir; Indian revenues do not benefit direct 1\ from the reduction 
'n the Air Force Estimates m England but the proportionate reduction 
made in the Estimates m England is \»r\ mimII compared with that made 
in the Tloxal Air Force "Budget in India. 

WlTI I HOLDING OK A GaULF. SENT in P\M)ir MADAN MuMAN MaLWIYA 

922. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: (a) Arp Government aware that 
in response ft) requests from England for information for the purpose of 
the impending debate on Indian affairs in the House of Commons, Pandit 
Madan Mohan Malavna wanted to send a cable to the India Review, 
the Daily Herald, and the Spectator, from Benares, and that the messages 
were accepted for which charges amounting to Rs. 230 were paid; but 
subsequently the messages were not despatched on some pretext or other, 
and Pandit Malavua's request to send the cable as a deferred private 
message to Mr. George Lansbury, and Mr. Tom Williams, for which he 
offered to pay additional charges, was refused? 

(b) Do Government propose to make an inquin into this, and make 
a statement on the bubject as to wli\ the message was withheld? 

Mr. T. Ryan: (a) and (b). An investigation into the case has been 
made, and it transpires that the message in question was wrongly accepted 
by the Benares Telegraph Office at press rates as the sender was not a 
registered correspondent in India for the despatch of foreign press tele¬ 
gram (which registration has to be arranged in consultation with the 
foreign administrations). In the course of handling the message, for the 
rapid transmission of which to Bombay special line arrangements had been 
made, the mistake was detected and efforts were made to ascertain 
whether the sender would pay for the message at appropriate rates. It 
appears that a prolonged discussion ensued and that the sender's repre¬ 
sentative was unable to agree to the proposal. The transmission of the 
message was accordingly stopped It is reported that no request, was made 
for the transmission of the message at deferred rates 

Dispersal of a Meeting in the Queen’s Garden, Deliit and Arrest of 
Mcftt Ktfayatollah. 

923. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: (a) Is it a fact that, a severe lathi 
charge was made on an assemblage of unarmed Mussalmans in the Queen's 
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‘Garden, Delhi, on Friday, the 11th March, 1932, who wanted to hold 
a meeting protesting against the promulgation of Ordinances? 

(b) Is it a fact that “Sub-Inspector Abdul Wahid communicated to 
the people assembled that if in the meeting anything was said against the 
Ordinances, the meeting would be declared unlawful. The conveners had 
hardly time to reply, when some among the audience replied that they 
would speak against the Ordinances. This was the signal for a severe 
lathi charge on the audience”? 

(r) Wffix was Mufti Kifaxatnllah arrested, and his house searched? 

((f) Are Government aware that Mufti Kifaxutullah is the BreslJent 
of the All-India Jamiat-ul-Ulema; and is held in high esteem by his 
people ? 

(e) Will Government kindly make a statement on the subject, and 
state under what law or Ordinance, a meeting designed to protest against 
the promulgation of Ordinances, could be declared an unlawful body? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: («), (b) and (e) I would refer the 
Honourable Member to the statements made by me in the course of the 
debate On tin* adjournment motion on the 14th March. 

(<*) and (d) A reference is invited to parts (a) and (b) ot the answer 
1 gave vosterdnx to the Honourable Member's question No. 896 


Retrenchment oi certain Ji sion Inspectors of Accounts on the North 

Western Railway 

924 *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: (. 7 ) Is it a taet that 

some junior Inspectors of Accounts on the North Western Railxvax were 
permanent on 31st* March, 1929, hut were declared temporary? If so, 
why " 

(h\ Wen* 1 lie Railwax Board informed bv the Chief Accounts Officer 
that the\ were actually permanent, hut were declared temporary arhitrari- 
lx “ It s<». did the Railwax Board consider the question of withdrawing 
the retrenchment of those junior Inspectors? 

(c) Will Government please statu as to what action was taken cn thau 
letter from the Thief Accounts Officer? 

(d) Was it not the order of the Railway Board not to reduce those, 
who had put m more than one \ car’s service? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: (a) On separation of Audit from Accounts the number 
of permanent posts of Inspector of Station Accounts was reduced from 
47 to 38 as expected to follow from certain reforms then contemplated 
and pending tlu* introduction of these reforms nine temporary additional 
posts were sanctioned With the completion of these reforms it has been 
found possible to reduce the number of Station Inspectors bx more than 
nine and final orders are expected shortly to issue 

(h) and (*•) 1 am informed In the Controller of Railwav Accounts 

that he has not boon able to trace the letter to which the Honourable 
Member refers 

(d) N<> The orders were that temporarx men with over one x ear’s 
service should be considered as bax mg equal rights with permanent men. 
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Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: When these posts of Inspectors of Accounts 
were declared temporary, were they served with notices of discharge ? If 
not, why not? 

Rau: I inust ask for notice of that question. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: At the time of separation ot audit from accounts, 
w*j were given to understand that that would mean reduction of expenditure. 
So from the reply is it. not clear that officers were reduced from 47 to 88, 
hut soon afterwards their number was again increased by nine. Ma\ 1 
ask whether the people dismissed at the time were reinstated when the 
new* posts were created ,} 

Mr. P. E Rau: The temporary posts were created immediately. No¬ 
body w r as discharged at the time. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: There was really no reduction of expenditure 
then, because you first reduce and then immediately you create new poets? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: Not with regard to these particular posts 

Retrenchment or certain Junior Inspectors of Accounts on the North 

Wester s Railway . 

925. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim : (7n K it u f lU t lhat 

in spite of tin* pa\, allowances and grades of the junior Inspector* of 
Accounts on the North Western Railway. haung all been reduced since 
the separation of audit from accounts, the question of their retrenchment 
is still being considered? If so, whx *’ 

(b) Ts it a fact th.it onl\ one Inspector of Station Accounts was re¬ 
trenched on tlu East Indian Railway Is it a fact that they are mostly 
Europeans and Anglo-Indians 0 

Mr. P. R Rau: (a) The question of retrenchment has nothing to do 
with the revised scales of pay introduced for freshly employed staff on 
the separation of audit from accounts I understand that by certain 
changes in procedure, it is expected that a reduction in staff is possible. 

(h) The answer to both parts of the question is m the negative 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: May T know whether the question is still under 
consideration ? 


Mr. P. R. Rau: Yes. 


Cambridge University Examinations. 

926 *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Aaim : (a) Is it a fact that 

Junior and School Certificate Examinations of the Cambridge University are 
held in Tndia 7 

(h) Will Government kindlv Mate the difference betyveen the qualifi¬ 
cations rtf persons, who pass the School Certificate Examination of 
Cambridge University from centres situated in the British Isles and of those 
who pass the same from Indian Centres? 
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QUES^OJ^ t fND, f N9WW&. 

((>) Will .Government kindly state what is the position of the School 
Certificate Examination of Cambridge University for Government service 
in India? 

Sir Frank Noyce: (a) Yes. 

(b) I am not sure what the Honourable Member means by his refer¬ 
ences to qualifications. The only difference m the conditions applicable 
to candidates appearing for the examinations is that candidates from 
Tndia who appear for the School Certificate Examination and are not of 
European descent are permitted to substitute certain oriental languages 
for Latin or Greek for the purpose of securing exemption from the Pre¬ 
vious Examination of Cambridge University. Students who avail them¬ 
selves of this concession are not allowed to offer themselves as candidates 
for the Oriental Languages Tripos. 

(r) The School Certificate Examination is ordinarily considered to be 
equivalent to the Matriculation Examination of an Indian University for 
purposes of admission to Government service 

Qualifications of Engineers of the Supplementary Reserve and 
Territorial Army. 

927 *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim : L it a fact that the Army 
Council decided last year that Associate Membership of the Institution 
of Structural Engineers is now to be regarded as qualifying Royal 
Engineer Officer of the Supplement nrv Reserve and Territorial Armv for 
Engineer pay ° Have the neee^nn instructions giving effect to this 
decision been amendments to paragraphs 194 (b) and 645 (b) 

of the Kogul at toils for the Supplementary Reserve and the Territorial 
Army respectively? 

Mr. G. M. Young: Paragraph 194 (b) of the Regulations for the Supple¬ 
mentary Reserve has been amended in the sense indicated by the Honour¬ 
able Member 1 have not seen a recent copy of paragraph 645 (b) of the 
Regulations for the Territorial Army, but I am prepared to take it from 
the Honourable Member that it has been similarly amended. 

Qualifications and Communities of Engineers in the Military 
Engineering Service. 

92n. *Mt. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: Will Government kindlv state 
the number of Associate Members of the Institution of Structural Engi¬ 
neers. London, serving as Assistant Engineers or Sub-Divisional Officers in 
the Militarx Engineering Service in India? How rnnrn of them are 
•Muslims, Hindus and Sikhs 0 

Mr G. M. Young: The information is being collected, and u reply will 
he laid on the table. 

Qualifications and Communities of Engineers in State Railways. 

929 *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim : Will Government, kindly 
state the respective number of graduates and Associate Membt*r> of the 
Institution of Structural Engineer*, serving on Indian State Railways in 
the grade of Executive Engineers, Bridge Engineers, and Assistant Engi¬ 
neers? How many of them are Muslims, Hindus and Sikhs *> 

Mr. P. R. Rau: Government have no information. 
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Communities op Engineers in State Railways. 

930. *Mr. Muhamm ad Anwar-ul-Azim : Will Government kindly 

state the respective number of Muslim, Christian, Hindu and Sikh Engi¬ 
neers and Inspectors of Works, serving on each of the State Railways in 
India with the percentage of the total in each ease? 

Mr* P* R* R&u: The available information is given in the Classified 
List of State Railway Establishment and in the Classified List of sub¬ 
ordinate staff on State Railways, copies of which are in the Library. 

Qualifications and Communities of Engineers in each Province. 

931. *Mr. M u h a m mad Anwar-ul-Azim: Will Government kindly 

state Province by Province, the respective number of graduates and Asso¬ 
ciate Members of the Institution of Structural Engineers, London, serving 
as Engineers? How mam of them are Muslims, Hindus and Sikhs? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: It is presumed that the question 
refers to the Engineers employed in the Public Works Department The 
information available will be found in the Government of India, Depart¬ 
ment of Industries and Labour, Public Works Branch, Classified list of 
establishment corrected up to the 30th June, 1931, a oop\ of which is 
in the Librarx The Government of Tndia have no information beyond 
what is contained in this list. 

Engineering Examinations held in -eanEfr- 

932. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: (a) An* Gmernmeut aware that 
the Associate Membership Examination of the Institution bf Structural 
Engineers, London, is held in Tndia at the Bombav centre and conducted 
bv Mr R. V. Sabnis of the University of Bombay 0 

( b) Are Government aware that tin* Associate Membership Examination 
of the Institution of Civil Engineers. London, is held in India and took 
place last year at Delhi and was conducted by Mr Sykes, M L A.? 

(cl Will Government kinrlh state whether they an* aware that the 
School Certificate Examination of Cambridge University. Associate Mem¬ 
bership Examination of the Institution of Structural Engineers, London 
and Associate Membership Examination of the Institution of Civil En¬ 
gineers, London, which are held in India are called (’orrespondence 
Examinations ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: (a). (b i and (r) Government have 
no information. 

Standard of Qualifications of Engineering Examinations in London 

and India. 

933. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: Will Government kindly 
state tin* difference between tin- qualifications of persons who pass the 
Associate Membership Examination of Structural Engineers. London, or 
of tilt* Institution of Oh d Engineers London, from centres situated in 
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the British Isles and of those who pass the same examinations from Indian 
Centres? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: Government have no information. 

■Communities oi Engineers in the Telegraph Engineering Service. 

934. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim : WilJ Government kindly 
state the number of Engineers in the Telegraph Engineering Service of 
India? How many of them are Muslims, Hindus and Sikhs? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: It is understood that the Honour¬ 
able Member refers to the superior Telegraph Engineering Service. There 
are f>7 officers in this service of whom one is a Muslim twenty-one are 
Hindus and thre e mv Sikhs 

Appointment of Oomputor for Calculation and Design of Structures 
in the Public Works Department, Delhi. 

935. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim : (a) Is it a fact that in the 
Delhi Public Works Department the post of Oomputor for calculation and 
design of structures was held in abeyance in May, 1931? 

(h) Is it a fact that in the Delhi Public Work** Department, the post 
of Computor for caleulation and design of structures is now again extended? 
If mi. will (low rnii't ni I. ndh state* 

(l) what the duties of- the jxjst .ire. and 
(ii) what the works are for which the post is extended? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: (a; Yes 

(/>) Ihe pi»st has -owe been abolished 

Reductions of Appointments of Assistant Directors General, 
Posts and Telegraphs 

930. 'Mr. H. B Fox: (a) Will Government please state whether it is 
a fact that the Posts and Telegraphs Sub-Committee of the Retrenchment 
Advisory Committee m paragraph 100 of their Report in dealing with the 
appointment of Assistant Directors General stated “In our opinion the 
emoluments are higher than the kind of work and responsibilities entrusted 
to these officers demand" and recommended their replacement by lower paid 
officers designated “Assistant Deputy Directors General"? 

( b) Is it a fact that Government have accepted these recommendations 
and have given effect to them ? 

Mr. T. Ryan: ( j) Ye** 

(b) Government have accepted the specific recommendation 

Appointment of Deputy Directors Generai , Posts \m> Telegraphs. 

937. *Mr. H. B. Fox: (a'' Will (1m eminent please *4ate the principles 
which guide f h-‘in m -eloiting officers to fill the prv-ts of Deputy Director 
General. Posts and Telegraphs 0 
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(8)' In view of the acceptance by the Government of the recommenda¬ 
tions of the Posts and Telegraphs Sub-Committee of the Retrenchment 
Advisory Committee, have Government considered the advisability of 
selecting officers other than Assistant Directors General for promotion to 
Deputy D : rector Generalship? 

i 

Hr. T. Ryan: (fl) Promotion to the posts of Deputy Director General, 
Posts and Telegraphs, is made by selecting those officers in the Post and 
Telegraph Branches, respectively, of the Department who are considered 
to be best fitted for the discharge of the duties connected with such posts. 

(b) The selection of officers for promotion to Deputy Director General- 
sh:p was not confined to officers holding the* posts of Assistant Directors 
General The latter cadre has, now. however, been abolished 

Appointment of Deputy Directors General, Posts and Telegraphs. 

938. *Mr. H. B. Tox: (a) Is it a fact that recently an Assistant Direc¬ 

tor General of the Posts and Telegraphs has been promoted to officiate afi 
Deputy Director General 0 , 

(b) If the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, will Government 
please state why a Deputy Postmaster General was not selected instead 
of an Assistant Director General? 

Mr. T. Ryan: (fl) Yes, he has been officiating since the 16th Januarv. 
1931 

(b) For the reason given in the reply lo part (a) of question No 937. 

Accommodation of Women Prisoners in the Delhi Jail. 

939. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Are Government aware that A and B class 
women-prisoners are being accommodated in an overcrowded insanitary 
mud plastered barrack in Delhi Jail 9 

(b) Is it a fact that these prisoners last year were accommodated in 
a pukka kothi fitted with fans which is called the European Ward? 

(c) Is it a fact that approvers in the Delhi Conspiracy Case are now 
being accommodated in the said European Ward? 

(d) Do Government propose either to provide better accommodation 
for women-prisoners or shift the approvers from the European Ward to 
make it available to the former? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: (a) “A” and “B” class women 
prisoners are accommodated m a barrack with a spacious courtyard. The 
walls, though mud-plastered, arc also whitewashed. The barrack is neither 
insanitary nor overcrowded. , 

(6) Yes. 

(c) Yes 

( d ) Women prisoners are being transferred to other jails where suitable 
accommodation is available 

Discrimination in the Provision of Fans in Jails. 

940. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that fans are provided in the 
European Ward, Delhi, as well as in the European Ward, Central Jail, 
Lahore? 
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(6) Do Government propose to remove any discrimination that may be 
existing between European convicts and Indian A and B class prisoner* 
in Indian Jails? 

i 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) Yes. 

(b) Tin* poUc\ of Government is clearly stated m the communique 
issued on the 19th February, 19:10. and is. I believe, being scrupulously 
I- Hotted 


Political Prisoners arrested and released in Delhi. 

941. *Mr. S. 0 Mitra: (V 7 ) Will Government please state the names 
of such political prisoners as were arrested in Delhi under the Emergency 
Power Ordinance and subsequently released? 

(b) What were the charges brought against them and under whose 
orders were they detained 9 

(c) Why were they let off? 

(d) If the evidence justifying their detention was not enough, do Gov¬ 
ernment. propose to take action against the authority responsible for the 
detention ? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: (<j) One such ease has occurred up 

to date, that nl Vand I4.1l, son ol Mil twain Ham of New Delhi 

(/)) There weie good grounds for believing that he was engaged in objec¬ 
tionable activities witlrn the meaning of section 3 of the Emergency 
Powers Ordinance The arrest was made with the knowledge of the Local 
(io\ eminent 

(< ) He was released on promising to take no part m objectionable 
activities and to devote himself to his studies 

(</) Does not arise 

Paucity of Muslims in the Military Engineering Service. Presidency 
and Assam District. 

942. *Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon: (a) Has the attention of Govern¬ 
ment been drawn to an article under the heading “Muslims in all-India 
Service . which was published in the Musftahnan of Calcutta, dated 23rd 
Lehman. 1932? 

(b) Is it a fact that as alleged therein ( 1 ) there are 26 Accountants, of 
whom none <s a Mussulman, (ii) nut of 211 permanent clerks, there are only 
srven Muslims and (ii’) out ot 32 temporary hands, there is only one Muslim 
in the Accounts Section of the Military Engineering Service Presidency 
and Assam District? If not, will Government be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement allowing correct figures 0 

(r) Are Government satisfied that the above proportion of Mussalmans 
in the above Branch is adequate? If not, what action do they propose to 
take in the matter sn as to increase the number of Muslim emplovee* 
sufficiently ? J 

(d) Is it correct that three Mussulmans out of eight as shown in the article 
above-mentioned are going to he discharged whereas only 14 non-Muslim 
clerks out of 243 have been served with discharge notices? 
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(e) Are Government prepared to instruct the authorities concerned to 
cancel the discharge order of three Mussulmans in view of the above facts, 
as aEn. for the future, to appoint more Muslims? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) Its. 

(b) From the figures quoted it appears that the reference is to the total 
establishment of the (Controller of Military Accounts, Presidency and 
Assam District, and not only to the portions of that establishment attached 
to Military Engineer Service formations ’Phis office ceased to exist as a 
separate entity from the 1st January. 1932, but 1 lay on the table a state¬ 
ment of the total establishment prior to that date and the numbers employ¬ 
ed on Military Engineer Service work, with the number of Muslims in 
each category. 

(r) The Mditary Accounts Department is an all-India Department; 
the personnel arc recruited on an all-India basis and are liable to transfer 
to any part of India The proportions of the various communities are there¬ 
fore regulated on an all-India basis and not on the basis of indivdual sub¬ 
offices, the composition of which varies from time to time For the De¬ 
partment, as a whole, recruitment being carried out in accordance with 
the principles laid down for the redress of communal inequalities 

(d) The reply js in the affirmative so far as Muslims are concerned. 
The correct number of non-Muslims served with notices of discharge is 21 
out of 227 

(c) Government see no need t«• Usiie am iurthcr nrdeis Tin* general 
orders were that in selecting personnel for discharge the proportions of the 
various communities as the\ stood before retrenchment should he main¬ 
tained to the nearest practicable figure T am satisfied that in the Military 
Accounts Department, as a whok. effect li is been gi\en to those order* 


Statement showing the total establishment , employed in the office of the late Conti oiler of Military 
Accounts , Presidency and Assam District , on 1 st Dicewbrr , 1031 , and the number of 
Muslims included therein 


Category. 

Total No 

No. of Muslims. 

Accountant* 
Permanent, clerks 
Temporary clerks 

. 

20 

2 or. . 

30 J 

7 

1 

i 


Total . . . . | 

2.">r> 

j * 

Statement showing the Military Accounts Establishment employed in tin Accounts Sections 
attached to the Military Engineer Service formations in the Presidi ncy and Assam Dis¬ 
trict on 1 st January , 1032 , and the number of Muslims included therein 


Category. 

Total No. 

1 

,No. of Muslims. 

Accountants 
Permanent clerks 
Temporary clerks 

i 

1 

:t 

20 

10 

:i 

1 


Total .... 

42 

4 
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Abolition o* the Ecclesiastical Department. 

943. *Seth Ha]i Abdoola Haroon: (a) Is it a fact that the Retrench¬ 
ment Committee has reported in fa\our r.f the total abolition of the Eccle¬ 
siastical Department of Government, and, if so, what action do Govern¬ 
ment propose to take to give effect to the recommendation? 

(b) In view of the financial stringency in the country, have Government 
considered the question of the total abolition or considerable reduction in 
the strength of the Ecclesiastical Department, and if so, what decision 
have Government arrived at on the question? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: [a) and (/>). 1 would refer the 
Honourable Member to my reply to a similar question No. 8fi(> by Mr. 
(ia\a Prasad Smgli on the 23rd March, 1932 

Reductions or Salaries and Allowances, etc of Imperial Services. 

944. *Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon: Jn view of the financial stringency 
m tie* country. liavf G*»\ eminent considered the question of the perma¬ 
nent reduction in the sal.ir\, allowances, leave rules and pensions of the 
Imperial <er\iees. and ii so what decisions lime been reached on the ques¬ 
tion *’ 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: In regard to present incumbents 
ui Hie Serueev I would refer the Honourable Member to the statements 
I have alre.uh madt u]»on tli question in tliiHouse In regard to future 
- ntranN to the various Si-mcc*-. the question of revision o| term< ot service 
iv n<*w under eonsider.it on hut n mist take some time before final con- 
f iiisioris can he readied 

Status of Headmasters in Railway Schools. 

945. *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: (a) Is it a fact. that, both the Principal 
and tile Headmaster of the O&kgrovo School are m the Railway officers’ 
grade and are treated as gazetted officers in the matter of all privileges? 

(M Is it a fact- that not a single Headmaster of the East Indian Railway 
Indian High Schools has the status of a gazetted Railway officer? 

(e) In what cadre of the Railway service are the Headmasters of the 
East. Indian Railway Indian High Schools included? 

(d) Ts it a fact that some two years ago these Headmasters were given 
the pay and status of Provincial Service officers? 

(c) Ts it a fact that in the East Indian Railway, employees having the 
same pay and grade as these Headmasters now’ have, are not treated as 
gazetted officers but only as upper subordinates? 

(f) Are Government prepared to iemo\e this anomaly and treat the 
Headmasters of the Indian Hiph Schools as Railway gazetted officers in 
all respects except pay? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: {n ) The pos* of Principal, (hikgrovo School, is in the 
superior service, but not the post of Headmaster* 

(b) Yes. 
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(c) These posts are in the subordinate grade. 

(d) Their pay was brought into line with the rates of pay of teachers 
in Provincial Government Schools of equivalent standard. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) No. Government do not think there are sufficient grounds for 
making the change suggested. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: May 1 ask what, in the cuse of High Schools, 
i.s the difference between the duties of a Principal and oi a Headmaster? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: I am not sun' vvliat exactly is the difference in the 
duties prohablv the Princpal attends to the administrative side. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: In the case of High Schools. you lm\e got the 
post of Principal for adn must rat ive work and the post of Headmaster for 
teaching work in these day s of retrenchment when the Railway Budget 
is in a frightfully bad condition, and may I ask why there should he two 
posts^ 1 want to know whether it is not an expensive luxurx to have two 
officers for a High School, one a Principal for administrative work and 
another a Headmaster for teaching work*’ 

Mr. P. It. Rau*. 1 will h-a\e that point considered Sir but 1 have 
already told the House, I am not aware what are the specific duties of the 
Principal and of the Headmaster 


Promotion of Routine (’lurks in the Secretariat. 

946. *Mr. K. Ahmed: Will Government he pleased to stale 

(a) whether in the Imperial Secretariat Departments clerks are 

promoted from the Third (Routine) t«• Second Division and 
Second to special grade and First Dixismn; it so. how ; if not. 
why not . 

(b) whether men .ire recruited direct in the Second and First Divisions 

or promoted from Third D vision, it the former, why, if the 
latter, what special merit and capacity are required for such 
promotions, 

(r) whether a clerk in the Third (Routine) Division performing the 
duties of diarising, deaf mi citing and typing can he promoted 
to the higher or special grades; if so how do they get the 
opportunity to qualify themselves for such promotions; if not, 
why not ; 

(d) whether the duties referred to at (c) above arc of loss importance 

and do not establish one s claim for promotion to the higher 
or special grades; if so, how and whv; 

(e) how many such promotions came into effect in each Department 

s : nce 1928; 

{/) how many clerks in the Third and Second Divisions in encli De 
partment. are drawing the maximum pay of their grade and 
have not been promoted to the next higher grades and for 
what reasomf; 
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(g) how the orders Contained in Home Department, Qffice Memo. 

No. F.-80/27-Est., dated 8th August, 1927—regulating pro¬ 
motions—have been applied to in cases of those referred to 
above; 

( h ) why clerks in the Second Division drawing the maximum pay of 

their grade having less than 25 years' permanent service at 
their credit should not be promoted to the special or higher 
grades as a matter of course; and 

(i) vvhat is the object of fixing 25 years’ permanent service limit for 

pmmot : nn to the special grade of the Second Division? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) to (d). Under the rules for re¬ 
cruitment to the clercal staff of the Government of India Secretariat, 
appointment* to tin* First and Second Divisions are made partly bv direct 
recruitment and partly by departmental promotion Routine Div sion men 
wlio are promoted to the Second Division under these rules are eligible for 
promotion to the Specal Grade of that Division if they fulfil the conditions 
( .iid down for such promotion and*are also eligible for promotion to the First 
Divsion if they are considered fit to perform its duties. The test- for such 
promotion is their ahil’ty to do more important work, than that allotted to 
»he rout n«* division 1 am not prepared to undertake a general definition 
»*i merit and capac t\ but in practice it is not difficult to decide whether 
a Third Division clerk is or is not tit for promotion to a higher Division. 

(r) to (/f» This information is not readily available and m view of the 
urn* and labour involved m collection I feel unable to impose this labour 
»*n Departments 

(//) and (/) The Special Grade in the Second Division is intended to 
reward men who have rendered long and meritorious service hut have no 
chances oi promotion to the First Division The object would be defeated 
1 the Hopniirahle Member s Miggest’oiiv were accepted 


OoNKUcTiNc; Interpretations under the Court Fees Act. 

1)47 *Diwan Bahadur Harbilas Sarda (on behalf of Mr. Jagan Nath 
\ggarwal) pi) Are Government aware that eontradieton and conflicting 
interpretations have been put by the different High Courts in India, on 
\rticles 1-5 Sel»t»dule 1 of the Court Fees Act, 1870? 

(b) Arc Government aware that while the Bombav and Madras High 
Courts’ interpretation of the said articles (vide I. L. R. 4. Bombay, page 
20 and T. L. R 50, Mad 488), is liberal and favourable to the subject, 
that of the Allahabad and Calcutta High Courts (vide I. L. R. 31 All. 294 
and T. L R. 57. Calcutta 079) has made the filing of a review petition 
more expensive than an appeal or a plaint for the identical relief in some 
cases 0 

(c) If the reply to the above he ; n the affirmative what steps do Gov¬ 
ernment propose to take to remove this conflict and make the application 
of this provision of the Court Fees Act uniform throughout British India? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) and (b) Government are 
aware of the conflict of judicial opinion disclosed in the cases to which 
Honourable Member refers 



' 2482 


taaisuinVB assbmbly. 


[24th Mi** m 


(c) The matter is primarily one for local Legislatures, and I would refer 
the Honourable Member to the answers given in this House to questions 
Nos 757—701 on the 23rd September, 1931, by Pandit Ham Krishna Jha. 
As pointed out therein “Judicial Stamps#” is, under the Devolution llules, 
a provincial subject, only subject to legislation by the Indian Legislature 
as regards the amount of court fees levied in relation to suits and proceed¬ 
ings in the High Courts under their original jurisdiction, and certain local 
Legislatures have passed Acts amending the Schedules to the Court Fees 
Act, 1870. For the reasons explained in m\ reply to question No. 761 
referred to above Government do not propose to undertake' legislation for 
prescribing a uniform scale ot court fees- for tlu* whole of India. 


Establishment of a Tuberculosis Sanatorium at Abrottarad. 

948. *Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: (a) With reference to the reply 
given bv Government to question No. 410, asked In me. on the 27th 
March, 1931. will Government bo pleased to state* if the Local 
Administration has considered the advisability of establishing a sanatorium 
like that at Dharampur m a suitable place near Abbottabad for accom¬ 
modating and treating tuberculosis patients who frequent Abbottabud in 
the summer and who. it is proposed, are to he prevented from coming to 
Abbottabad in future and taking advantage of the cold climate? 

(b) Do Government propose to consider the desirability of 

(i) meeting the expenditure required for a sanatorium b\ obtaining 
an adequate share of contributions from the funds of the 
AJunicipalitiev <>f the fi\e D strict s of the Province, 

(ii) arranging in the meantime for a temporary camp for the use 
of the patients in the next summer at a selected place, 

(iii) avoiding the legitimate complaints of people of the country 

against the Go vermin nt orders banning the visits of the 
patients to Abbottabad, and 

(iv) deputing a selected experienced I.M S. Muslim officer to hold 

charge of the sanatorium? 

Sir Frank Noyce: (a) Government have considered the question of estab¬ 
lishing a sanatorium at Haripur, but have not been able to give effect to 
the scheme owing to financial stringency 

(b) No; in view of the impending constitution of the North-West 
Frontier Province as a Governor's province. 

Provision of an Elected Board for Peshawar Cantonment. 

949 . *Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: With reference to the reply given 
bv Government to unstarred question No. 227 asked bv me on the 23rd 
February, 1931. will Government be pleased to state if they have consi¬ 
dered the report, received from the Local Administration and, if so, 
whether thev propose to give Peshawar Cantonment, an elected Board 
especially on the province becoming a GovernorV Province with a Pro¬ 
vincial Council working with effect from the 15th April, 1932? 

Mr. Or. M. Young: The attention of the Honourable Member is invited 
as regards both points in his question, to the reply which T gave on the 
15th September, 1931, to bis starred question No. 307. 
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Incorrect Lists of Voters in the North-West Frontier Province. 

*Knan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: (a) Will Government be pleased 

to state if they are aware that: 

(i) the inhabitants of tile North-West Frontier Province bitterly 
complain that thousands of names oi voters have been left 
out when them lists wen* prepared, and 
(n) it was absolutely impossible for them to know the omission 
in time leave their zaimndari work and have the lists of 
their constituencies corrected in the inadequate number of 
davs allowed for tin purpose? 

(b) If the replies to the above questions be in the aflimiaiive, do Gov¬ 
ernment propose to £i\r them nioie tune to have the lists corrected and 
avoid their complaints*’ 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: ui) and (/>) Government have 
received no complaint-, and are not avvnie of am popular dissatisfaction 
m* o| am de-ire to postpone the inauguration oi the provincial Legislature 
in older to nvis,. the cleclnial registers 

TIk election- in tin* \»»ith-West Frontier Provini «■ are hcnifi conducted 
bv the Local Government accordin'* to rules and regulations under section 
72A of the Government of India Act. a met mu .it present in force in that 
province It will b»* fur the loial Leeislatmv to r.n-e discussion on matters 
IirisillLT nut ni tin > lector.d prncidlll'i 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: \r<* Government aware of tin* fact that m the 
North-West Frontier Pmv ill's* there had been ,-n ihnnrm.dlv lar^e number 
of ?*e\ i- inii apple at on- ind mucli mor« than in anv otlu r provinc* M 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: ] am indebted to m\ Honourable 
friend foi till- lntotnuiGon 

Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi: Are the Government aware that 

there i- no nn tbod of brnurmu tin* complaints of lb<* people to tin* notice 
oi 1 lie Lne.il Government c\eopt through tin- \s-*emblv m) 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: 1 find .t veiv ditbanlt Sir. to accept 
that- statement 1 sbonld liave fbomd.l tb.it tli- »v mu * b, means <>t eom- 
numieatmL r complaints to the Local Government. I presume 1 b.d !■». 
lions to tin* electoral rolls are -*ent m according to tlie procedure in force 

Mr. N. M Joshi: M a\ I ask. Sir wluther Government will ascertain 
whether there is discontent m tli*' North-Wrst Frontier Province unionist 
those people whose names have not been entered on the elector d role? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Government have no information to 
that effect 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: M a\ T nslc whether Government vvdl inquire in the 
matter? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I do not find sufficient reason to 
institute an inquirv. 


B 
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Maulvi Muhammad Shalee Daoodi:ln view of the questions put in the 
Assembly, will Government be pleased to reeommend to the Local Govern¬ 
ment to see that the complaints which are now made, nay, within a week’s 
time, are heard by the officials? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy 4 : T shall be much indebted to my 
Honourable friend, if lie will communicate to me any information he has 
as lo complaintIn that ease 1 shall ho triad to make inquiries and bring 
the matter to the notice of the Local Government. 

Settlement of the Gommi xvl Problem. 

951. *Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi: m) lias the attention of 
Government been drawn to the proceedings of tile ('onsultativc Committee 
bold on the 22nd Lehman, 1932, and the conclusion to winch the Chair¬ 
man of the Committee came in regard to the immediate decision of the 
communal question? 

(b) Are Government aware that tin* speech of the Secret.u\ oi State 
made in the House of Commons on Fobnmn 29th. 193.2, relating to the 
communal problem lias not -.dished the Altissalmans of India M 

(c) Art' Government aware that a session of the All India Muslim Con¬ 
ference was held at Lahore on the 20th March 1932. and that therein 
the Muslim lend* rs who were at the Hound Table Coni'ceiiee were i xpeclcd 
to justify their policy so fa’ 

(d) Arc Government aware that an <>\ervvhelmini: majorilv of the poli- 

tieallv-rnmded Mussulman*. oj India ..re r\.i-pi r.it<*d ai 1 lie attitude of 
Government in the matter and are arixionAv /*onsidemig how best thev 
might demonstrate tln-ir anvietv !• »r nnmedi.de <b » , n of ihe eonmiunal 

problem 0 

(0 Do Government propose immedjat'Iv to allav tin apprehensions of 
the ATussidmans of India h\ announcing their dtcM-ai of ihe comimmal 
problem ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I would nvde the nttont.on of flic 
Honourable Member to the statement issued h' M.ije^D ^ Gr.v.rmneif 

on the 19th of March. 1932 a enpv of which - laid on the fnhh 


Tlie following communique was issued today: 

‘His Majesty*- Government, have taken note of t lie lii.J.ilitv ni •)*«■ i'<m-ullat e e 
Committee of flie Hound Table Conferome lo undertake the '•efthment «>f the hnlun 
communal problem and of the Committee’s request, transmitted hv His Kuellern v the 
Chairman, that a derision slionlrl he given hv Tli- MaiiM/s C.ov ct iiineril In hi^ 
statement, made to the Hound Table Conference on Decenmer 1. the Prime Mini-ter 
speaking on behalf of IT is Mnjestv’s Government, found it necessary to usv Use 
following language . 

‘T de-m* to warn \ou that if ihe Government have t<» siipplv, even temporarilv, 
this part of vour eon-titution, which you are. unable to supply for your¬ 
selves, and though it will lie our care to piovide the most ample safe¬ 
guards For the minorities «*o that none of them need feel that they 1 ave 
been neglected, it will not Ixv a satisfactory w.iv of dealing with the 
problem’. 

‘Let me also warn yon that if you cannot come to an agreement on this amon*; 

yourselves, it will add considerably to tho difficulties of any 
Government here which shares our views of an Indian constitution, and 
it will detract from the place which that constitution will occupy amongst 
those of other nations’. 
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“This being the attitude of Ills Majesty’s Government towards this problem, they 
have naturally received the information just referred to with great regret. They 
have boon informed that the absence of a communal agreement is now impeding 
progress with tin* programme indicated m the Prime Minister’s statement of December, 
“In these cm iniistaiiees. IIis Majesty’s Government think it well to reiterate the 
pledge which the Prime Minister gave in the same statement, that, in the event of 
the failure of the communities 1o pro-cut a setth merit acceptable to all parties as the 
foundation upon which to build. Ills Majesty’s Government were deteimined that 
c\en this disability should not be permit led 1o be* a bar to the progie s. arid that 
the\ would be compelled to apply a provisional scheme 

“His Ma|ed>\s Government desne, to make it plain that they realise the u sjion- 
sibihties involved in thi^ undertaking, and will not fad to discharge them They 
are engaged in a careful reexamination o\ the ddVu ult and eonti over^uil uuo^ioim 
whi'li .ms« . .umI it is then fum iiittnhuu that there shall he no avoid.ihh* del.iv ’’ 

Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi: Art* Government aware that the 
nt mad** 1 1 v 7Tis Majesty \ Government on the 10th March has# 
ah<> nr.l s,*it iMied thi* Muslim public 0 

The Honourable Sir George Rafny: That Si»- 1 think is a question of 
opinion 

Mr. K P. Thampan: \>. il'.Mi’iiinent iw m that the politically 
minded Hindus ate ci»nsiderabl\ ewiled o\* r tin* Met that the Go\ eminent 
jiroji.ivi to g:\. TM per • enl of 11 i.• *a*aH t«> the Tudi.m States per cent, 
to M-’-’m- In ]ht *•» at to Kin-ip* 11 • and oth« ’ \ • *^t * ol interests 10 per 
(*i*nt to tin* imnontie< and so r>r and that "Hindus; come nowhere in the 
future I’onstitution ° 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: No. Sir, T am not aware of that. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: May I sav, Sir that thi«« division which has just 
o - n ?i|.*ut inneil i-. what i- known in 1og»c as a cross division .... 

Mr. President: Order, order 

[\Titoji: m{ t*i *' '* »\t;" i ^ti:m is -j in: <’\m; \m» P\v 

I Vl*\I*TV| \T o| TUI t\\"I’ Indiw l!di\\u 

tbVJ. *Mr. S. C. Mitra: t.o Will Government please state ti) whether 
a (< *u pl< ■ ot Man-* a (r " the queMim ot oil ’’odueimr the contract system in 
the t''-h and l’r. iMpartmrnl of the PnM Indian l‘ailwa\ was considered, 
hut fr iv« n up. md (hi) whether it aiam prnpn^od to hand over the Cash 
and This Department of the Hast Indian Railway to a Lahore contractor? 

(h) If the repL to tin nl»u\i <pn Minns he in the affmnathe. will Gov¬ 
ernment pleas.* state (n whether public lenders have keen called for again 
and if so, in what newspaper and when, and (i«> whether the contractor 
to whom it is proposed to hand over the Cash and Pay Department of the 
East Indian Railway* has tendrml for the contract alone with others? 

(r) Tf the reply to part (b) he in tin* negative, will Government please 
state (i) why public tenders have not boon invited and fii) why* it is proposed 
to give the contract to a particular contractor in preference to others? 

Mr P. R Rau: (a) (i) The question of introducing the contract system 

in the Cash and Pay Department of the EaM- Indian Railway has been 
under consideration for some time. Tenders were invited in 1929, and 

B 2 



2486 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[24th Mar. 1932. 

the lowest tender was accepted by Government, but at a later stage when 
details of arrangements were under consideration, the proposal fell through 

(</) (ii) The question is under consideration, but no decision has ;yet 
been arrived at. 

(b) and (c) Government consider that no useful purpose will be served 
b\ inviting fresli tenders. 

I\TK01)l'CTIO\ O] TflF C(»\TU \(’T Ny S'l’RM L\ Til K ( ’ VSH V\l> P\Y DkI* \K\T 

of tiik East Indian Railway. 

953. *Mr. S. C. Mitra: Are Government, awaie that the I»o\al Com¬ 
mission on Labour liave, in their report dealing with the question of Indian 
Stale Railways strongly condemned the system of cash contract on Indian 
Railways 0 Tf so. will Goy eminent please state whether the recommendn- 
tion of ibis commission is being gnen effect to in the ease of Hit' Cash and 
Pay office Last Indian Railway 0 If riot, win not* 1 

Mr. P. R. Rau: Goa eminent .ire aware of the opinion of the Royal 
Commission on Labour and w •!] giye due consideration to >t when arriving 
at a decision 

lli’PL \m m r.NT or tiik Co> r ii*\ /,, > on tiik Hi:m; \i. X \..im i: Rui.w \y 

BY Tlf % ' Di.raiTMliN I’M SwiTU 

954. *Mr. S. C. Mitra: k it a la#-t that 1 1 Ii ioceiii l\ a contract s\stem 
was enfoierd on the Bengal Nagpm Railway but has oji n . |>t eii replaced 
by the depai tmeiital ^ \ s. 1 1 in ‘' Will < lux < i »un« nt pl» isc stale why tile 
departmental system lias been introduced on the B ngal Nagpur Railway 
in plaet of the contract w stein" 

Mr. P R. Rau: A departna ntal wdem w.m I bebeye mtrodueed in tile 
Cash and B.i\ Department <d tla Reiig.d Nagpur Hadw.n in 192R as a 
result of (ait on Ir.uak diMoyeied there. 

Jntiiodi ( tio.n or Tin. ' o\ 11: mt M s*i im i \ thi. (' \"U \m» P\y Di.iwitm knt 

of Tf!!’ F \«T l\ Ml \N B Ml W \ S . 

955. *Mr. S. C. Mitra: Wdl Gnu rnin« nt »• 1 1 ;»- * • *a..v wlial will hccomc 

of the hundred" of cinploMc.. at pieMiil employed u» th* < 5i nd Vis De- 
partincnt of the Last Indian Railway il and w k n :1a department is 
handed oyer to ;i rontr.i« ter and wha! <1 ad\antare hVrk to result 

from th" introduction of tie <outrael system m place of the departmental 
s\stom. which has h<» n In exigence on tla Last Tndian Railway ever 
since the Railway w as constructed 0 

Mr. P. R. Rau: A- I haw already infornnd tin House, iio decision has 
\ct been anaved at on the inaction, but if it i" finally decided to adopt ihe 
contract sy stem, the question >1 finding employnn nt 1 .r tlie existing staff 
will be one of tin* questions tbit will reckyi- most « ■••ef'il consideration 
from Government 

Visit to K aumpono of Mr. Stkont;, Commissioner of I\roME-T\x. Rkno m . 

956. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government please refer to the 
answer given bv the Honourable Sir George Schuster to parts (a), (b) and 
(c) of unstarred question No. 15, dated 3rd February, 1932, in which it 
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has boon assorted lhat it is “an erroneous assumption*’ that Mr. Strong 
Commissioner of Income-Tax, Bengal, visited Kalimpong on recess, and 
reconcile the same with Ihe answers given in the Council of State on 21st 
Seplember 1031, by the Honourable Mr. A H. Lloyd to questions 109 
and 110. and particularly to parts (b) and (d) of question 110 which 
amount'- 1o a positive admission of the fact that Mr. Strong visited 
Kalimpong on recess? 

(It) Do the (Jovi rmiK-iu agree that the statement made by the 1 Honour- 
<ib 1 1 Mr A II lilmrl and the Honourable Sir * leurge Srlmoer a* retemd to 
abo\(. an* eonlradictory? IT st>. will Ihov please stale whieh of them is cor¬ 
rect and wln» i‘ spousiblr fur tic* ntlai mcmrect stateincul *' li lilt* t'or- 
liitrV M.iteiU'-nt c correct. will (i<>\cvmm*ni please now give* an answer to 
part- (//), (h) % (ci and (t) of \^embl\ unstirred question \o 15, d.ned 3rd 
1 'ebni.ii \ 1932 ' It. on tlii* ot 1»« i hand the latter*- -1.iiem«*nt i- correct, 
” ill (Im-Tniiii'iit pha-i -tat* the cireui'i^anet under which Mr Strong 
*,\ a- ,iu,i\ from In-, Ilc.idtjuartt r- anti -,fa\id ba* about a montli at the hill 
station "f Kalimpong w here he proceeded direct from lus inspection at 
.Talp.iisj ui‘i admitted b' the Hon* an abb* Mr A H Lb>\d m his answer 
to (bim 'il of St,lit* question No !09(V/). dated 21sf September 1931? 

(< ) Mill lita cmii'cnt pb ,is<> timber r< fer to their answer to part \d) of 
ili* misianvd A^^embK question No. 15. dated 3rd Februarv. 1932. whieh 
.t)ii«aiiiito an admission of the tact that Mr Strong recessed at Kalimpong 
1 >r a month and reconcile the same anh the answers given hv them to 
(urn t«f (In and (c) ot tin* •-Mine question m winch it has 1 eel) asserted 
that Mr Strong d d not VMt Kalimpong on recess? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: i</> *nd (It) The -tatunent that 
T made in n nb to tin* Honourable Meml» t M i r \i,ai> ipn Mn.n amounts to 
i put i • *n*t *ti<>n ot tin* reph given b\ Mr lilovd in tin* t’oiincil >f State 
in which b\ mad\ertenee ‘recess*' was referred to To this extent the 
rephe-x ma\ hr said to be contradictors Tin* stat« ment that 1 gave was 
correct Mr Strong \isited Kalimpong in Mn\ on casual leave after mak¬ 
ing an inspection at Jalpaigun Owing to ill-lie,dth, he had to remain at 
K d'liipong b*r 28 da\s in all. «>f which 19 da\swerc working da\s After 
the first lrn dus which was tin* period t\>i winch lie li *d origmalh intended 
to take cmsu d b*av(‘. lie disposed of official work' 

(■•) I cannot understand how the Honourable Member can construe my 
repl\ to part (</) • i bis question, as mvohmg an admission that Mr Strong 
visited Kalimpong on recess seeing that T had stated oatogoricallv m\ replv 
to parts (iM, (hi and (cj of the question that the visit to Kalimpong m May 
was not made on recess 


Samtmjy Amenities for Karol Bach, DEi.ni. 

957. *Mi. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will (Invemment he pleased to give reasons 
as to why ordinary amenities of life, viz., drainage, filtered water, metalling 
and h'veiling of roads and lanes, name boards on them, indication boards, 
etc., have not been provided in Karol Thigh (a part of Western extension)? 
Is it a fact that the people of that place are pacing ground rent (now to 
Nn/.ul Department from the 1st October. 1925). and all the other municipal 
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taxes, viz., house tax, octroi tax, wheel tax, etc*., according to the laws of 
the city since 1914? How do Government propose to compensate the 
inhabitants of that place who have passed their 18 years out of the ninety 
years lease granted by Government ? 

(6) Is d a fact that the Delhi Municipality dump night soil, refuse of 
the city, etc , and bury dead animals in the vicinity of this area, and if so, 
arc Government aw arc that this results in a joul and unhealthy atmosphere 
ior the people of that place? Wind action lias been taken by Government 
in tin’s connection? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai: (u) Drainage and water supply scheme* for Karol 
Bagli have been worked out, but arc held in abeyance on account of 
financial stringency Meanwhile everything that can be done with avail¬ 
able resources is being done to ameliorate the conditions of life there. The 
income from direct taxation from that area does not exceed Rs 8.000 a 
year, while the Municipal t'orranittec is spending about Ks .‘18.000 a year 
on the maintenance of essential services The question ot granting 
compensation scarcely arises a* the improvements referred to 1>\ the Hon¬ 
ourable Member arc* held up for causes over which the authorities concerned 
have no control. 

(b) Government are informed that night soil and refuse of the city are 
not being dumped in Karol Bagli Only the local product 1 understand 
is dumped close by. The number of dead animals, which are buried at a 
distance of three quarters of a mile from the locality, is small and the 
Health Officer state* that the inhabitants of flu* area are in no way being 
inconvenienced. 


Nvhhder ok Muslims \ni» Sikhs in the Ko\\lAik Force Hkadqi arters. 

958. ’‘Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: (a) Will Government 
kindly state * 

(i) the total number of permanent Superintendents, assistants and 

clerks in the Royal Air Force Headquarters; 

(ii) the number of members oi the minority communities among 

them; and 

(iii) the number of Muslims and Sikhs among those referred to 

above ? 

(6) Is it a fact that the number of Sikhs in the Royal Air Force Head¬ 
quarters ministerial establishment is greater than that of Muslims? If 
so, will Government, please explain their reasons for keeping the number 
of Muslims below that of Sikhs? 

Mr G. M. Young: (a) (i) Superintendents 4, assistants 11, and 

clerks 48. Twelve appointments are intended for, and held by, airmen 
and ex airmen. 


(ii) Superintendents, none, assistants 2 and clerks 15. 
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(iii) Superintendents—Muslims and Sikhs, none, assistants, Muslim 1 
and Sikh 1, clerks, Muslims 7 and Sikhs 5. 

(b) The answer to the first part of the question is in the negative. The 
second part, therefore, does not arise. 

Criteria**or Appointment ok various Communities r j<> (.'o\ penmen r 

Services. 

959. *Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: Do Government take 
into consideration the* total numerical strength of the various commumtiea 
in the population of the country in making allotments to the various ser¬ 
vices? If not, will they state what are their criteria for making appoint- 
merits and how tlu;\ make up communal inequalities? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: The numerical strength of eoimmmi- 
tie.s whose representation ir» tin* seniors desired under the orders of 
Jmbruan, 1920 is taken into general consideration in broadly deciding 
whether a cnmnumitv is under-represented or not. hut as has been stated 
on many occasions no definite percentage has been fixed for the repre¬ 
sentation of nri\ minority cnrunumitN. The second pari of the question 
does not therefore arise. 


Discharge of a Mr sum Clerk ikom the Royal Air Force Headquarters. 

960. *Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: (a) Is it a fact that a 
Muslim clerk was recently discharged by the Koval Air Force Headquarters 
on the plea of hi^ not having been able to pass the examination of the 
Public Sendee Commission, and that the vacancy held by him had been 
filled by a non-Muslim? 

(b) If the repl} to the above is in the affirmative, will Government 
please state: 

(i) whether the Muslims are at present adequately represented in 

the ministerial establishment of the Boyal Air Force Head¬ 
quarters ; 

(ii) if not, why a temporary unpassed Muslim clerk has been dis¬ 

charged without being given an opportunity to qualify himself 
or without being replaced by a qualified Muslim; and 

(iii) what steps Government have taken during the last 12 months 

in connexion with the recruitment of Muslims in the Boyal 
Air Force Headquarters to remove the inadequacy in their 
representation and what steps in this direction they propose 
to take hereafter? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) The clerk was discharged because he was# un¬ 
qualified and was employed temporarily in a post not intended for a mem¬ 
ber of his community. 

(b). (i) Yes. There arc 8 Muslims in a total establishment of 

46 Indians. 

(ii) and (iii). Do not aris#e. 



ELECTION TO THE STANDING FINANCE COMMITTEE. 


Mr. President: I have to inform the Assembly that the following 
fourteen Members him been elected to the Standing Finance Committee 
for the financial \rar 1032-33, namelv 

1. Mr G Morgan. 

2 Mr P> Sitaramaraju. 

3. Mr N. N Antlesaria 
4 I Ini Bahadur S C Mukherjee. 
o Sard nr (1 \ Mujumdar 
0 Air J. lhun>a\ Scott 

7 Dr Zumddm Vlnnad. 

8 Major Xnw’.ih Aluued \’aw:i7 Khan 

0 Mr Mulemnnad Mun7/:un Saheb Bahadur. 

10 Dew an Bahadur ITarbilas Sardn 

11 Mr Gava Prasad Si nub. 

12. Sirdar Harban* Singh Brar. 

13 Lala Bamesluvar Prasad Bagla 
14. Air S. G -Tog 


ELECTION TO TTTE STANDING COMMITTEE ON EMIGRATION 

Mr. President: T b ive to inform the \sscmbl\ that the following eight 
non-official Members have been dieted to sit <>n the Standing Committee 
on Emigration, nameh * 7 

1. Ban Bahadur B. L. Patil. 

2. Sir Abdullah Suhrawardv 
3 Air H B Eox 

4. Mr N. AI. Toshi 
T. Bhai Parma Nand 

0 Khan Bahadur Araulvi Bafiuddin Ahmad. 

7 Bao Bahadur AI C "Rajah. 

8 Lieutenant-Colonel Sir Henry Gidnev. 


STATEMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE 

BiXT?rmn:VT of Muslims in the Office of ttte Deputy Accouxtant- 
Oeyetial, Posts axp Tet eohaphs. Delitt. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance ATomber): I lay on the 

table ihe information promised in reply to starred (juestion No. 740, asked 

( 2400 ) 
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by Mr. M. Mas wood Ahmad on tho 14th March, 1932, regarding recruit¬ 
ment of Muslims in the office of the Deputy Accountant-General, Posts 
and Telegraphs, Delhi 


in) 07 app -'UI’immii*. i» tin.|n»ia:\ jn»vis ]»> the Inver (iiMMon and fix appointments 
to the Sorters’ end re have locenlly been made in the offh e of tlie Depul \ Accountant 
(teiieial, Po.-ts. and Telegraphs Delhi 

[h) No The correct iimnbn of minority eonimnnity men appointed to post in 
the lower fliviMon i 11 < > ni il. ( «>e. ai ( > Muslim'- 2 Silrhs and one ('lmsti.iu. I'ne 
more po-l was ofteied to a Mudim hut he faded to join immediately Tin* post 
h«is. lio,*,p\ei In .< m- »Mil l o a Mi-Vm and will he filled up shoitlv In the Sorters’ 
<adre. holh the pos - open T«» the miijf.r’ty eommnnit** were filled no i»\ Musi.ms 

c ) Does not .*i ise as the enniTniin.il pjopi.rtion has been maintained in ;u eordance 
with the mdels >>f (Jo\eminent 


Pi ninpMs, 'i in' Fritt k»\ or w mrn uf.fv ( oxdoxed lx A Mr. at. a 

f 1 WTOV'IFNT 


Mr. 6. M. Young ( \nn\ Seen inn )* T lna on tin* table the informa- 
jn*n promisi d in n*pl\ to p.irK (,i) and (</) <>f starred question Xo 368. 
.i^K'ed 1»\ Sirdar Soh.m Singh on the loth Fcbruar\ . 1032 regarding plat¬ 
forms the ei i*t ion of winch his lu i*n e*mdoncd m the Ambaln rantonment. 


('/) Ve« 

((/) \s eomplete leeords of .dl plat ii.nn^ . .mdoi.ed lindei tin* mdeTs of 1926 are 
now available in the (iuiei.il Land Reg.stei nt the Cantonment. Government do not. 
propose u. tal.e .in\ .n'l.ui m she nuttei 


Tm TTivr>r-Mrn\M\i\r \x Hiori Scironr. Amf.u \ (Hxioxmext. 

Mr. G. M. Young: T lav on tho table the information promised in reply 
to starred question*; \n« 555 and 557. ashed b\ Bbni Parma Nand on 
tlie 2 r Hb l’Vbruan 193*2 .about the ITindu-AFubauunadan High School, 
\mbal i ( 1 ‘intomnent 


Qitt ^fion V.» 771 

in) Ye? 

( b) I am informed that the estimated liaoditic* of the school amount ro abou* 
Rs. 11,400. 


(r) Yes. 

I 


Question ,Yn ,557. 


(a) The maintenance of a high school hv a rantonment Authority is discretionary 
under section 117 (//) of the Cantonments Act, 1924 

(ft) I am informed that the Contomueiit Authority have nothing on record to 
this effect; a memorial received by them protesting against the enhancement, of the 
present- house scavenging fax contained a reference to the School 
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Government servants murdered in Communal and Political Distur¬ 
bances. 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar (Home Member) : I lay on the table 
the information promised m reply to starred question No. 1059, asked 
by Kumvar Hnji Ismail Ali Khan on the 29th September, 1931, regarding 
Government servants murdered during communal and political disturbances 
during the last five years. 


Government servants murdered durhuj communal and political disturbances. 


Name of the servant. 

1 

Scale 
of his 
salary. 

Period 
of his 
service. 

3 

What compensation 
oi other 
facilities have 
been given 
t o Ins tnmily. 

4 

Remarks. 

5 


Rs. 

£ 



♦Lt.-Col. H. T. 

Mors head, D.S.O., 
R.E. 

Wus officiat¬ 
ing in Rs. 
2,200—50 
—2,400 
plus over¬ 
seas pay 
at £13-6-8. 

20 5 0 

Under considera¬ 
tion by the Cov- 
ernment oi India. 


Narain. porter “K‘* 
Division. Rail¬ 
way Mail Ser¬ 
vice, Nagpur. 

18 

2 i» 0 

The q uo*4 ion of 
giuntmg a com¬ 
passionate gra¬ 
tuity to the 
mother of the 
deceased is under 
consideration. 


Said Ahmad Ab- 
basi, clerk, Luck¬ 
now P. O. 

45 —5—145 

2 « 20 

None. (The offieiul 
wus killed while 
he was out on 
priv ate business.) 


B. Madan Bohari 
Lai, Hoad Clerk, 
Navrabganj 
(Cawnpore). 

i- 

1 

i 

10 0 8 

The question of 
granting an ex¬ 
traordinary pen¬ 
sion to the widow 1 
of the deceased 
is under consider-j 
at ion. 1 

Chhotcy Lai, post¬ 
man, Cawnpore 
Head Office. 

23—1-43 

19 1 3 

i 

1 

Do. 


Keshav Hirba 

Parab, postman. 

30—1—50 

7 4 25, 

No compensation 
was granted. 


Mahamdoo, peon . 

15—1—20 

About 21 
years. 

Compassionate gra¬ 
tuity of Rs. 84 
was granted. 



•This case has been classed by the Police and C. I- D. as undetected. 
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Numo of the servant. 

1 

I 

i 

Scale | 

of his 
salary. 

2 

Period 
of his 
sendee. 

3 

What compensation 
or other 
facilities have 
boon given 
to his family. 

4 

Remarks. 

5 


Rs. 

Y. M. D. 



Oudhboharj Singh, 
Sorting postman. 

22—40 

4 114 

Extraordinary pen¬ 
sion of Rs. 10 a 
month to the 
widow was given. 


Rikhi Ram. post¬ 
man. Lahore 

Head OflTno. 

23—1- 43 

i 

! 

3 10 

i 

The question of 
granting the de¬ 
pendents of the* 
deceased a com¬ 
passionate gra- i 
tuity is under 
examination. 


Mr. D. H Murphy. 

i 

t»r»o phi# 
£1T» Spe- • 
eml Over - 
seus l*ay. i 

i 

i 

i 

6 6 6 

An extra ordinary 
pension oi £1">0 
per annum and 
a gratuity ol 
£200 was grant¬ 
ed to the widow 
mother of the 
deceased. 


Sepoy Khan Mohd . 

2 / lf> Punjab Re¬ 
giment. 

16 p.m. . j 

l 

; 

19 1, 

j ■ 

Father granted a 
family pension of 
K*' S p. in. 

| Died of gtinsho* 
j wounds received 
| in acuon against 
lobe lb at Taung- 
nvogale on 13th 
May, 1931. 

Subodar La by a 

Tang, 3/201 h 

Burma Rifles. 

16Up rn. . 

16 0 0 

! 1 

1 

Family pension of 
K*. oO p. m. 

Killed. Shot 

through the heart 
bv rebels on 21st 
; May, 1931, inChu- 
! chaung while era- 
■ ployed with the 

1 Battalion in aid 

1 of the civ i’ power. 

Rifleman Hyaukan 
La, 3/29th Burma 
Rifles. 

IS p. m. . 

6 0 0 

Family pension of 
Rs. 8* p. m. 

j Died of gunshot 
on 17th May, 1931, 
during night 

j alarm at Thay’et- 
i m\ T o while em- 
j plo.ved with the 
j Battalion in aid 
; of civil power. 

Regimental Ser¬ 

geant-Major J. \V. 
Farrell. 

410-9-0 p. m. 
(31 days). 

21 8 3 

Family” pension of 
27 shillings a 
week. 

J Murdered by re- 
i volutionaries who 

1 attacked and 

j burnt the Assam 
\ Bengal Railway 
Battalion A. F. 
(I.) Armoury’ at 
Chittagong on the 
night of 18th 
April, 1930. 
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Nctmo of tho fi.M'van*!. 

Seale 
of his 
sn lary. 

Period 
oi his 
serv iee. 

What compensation 
or other 
facilities have 
boon given 
to Ins lamily. 

Remarks. 

1 

•> 

3 

* 

.7 

Watcher (11ml\m 

Jillam. 

Rs. 

31 p. in. 
plus pen¬ 
sion of IN. 

.“> p. in. 

V. M. 1). 

10 years 

in Indian 
Army. 2 

months in 
Corps oi 
\Vai.< h^rs. 

Rs. ti p. 111 . to , 
father. 

Murdeted by re¬ 

volutionaries who 
attar ked and 

burnt, tlio Asmara 
Bengal Railway 
Bat tali on A. F. 
(I.) Armoury afc 
OiittagoiiK on tho 

iiiirht oi isth 

April. 1030. 

Watcher Miron 

Buksh. 

31 p. in. 

pin V pOll- 

Sioil of 

Rs. S p m. 

10 virs 

and 8 

months in 
Indian 
Armv. 2 
year.* in 

Corps of 
Watt her?. 

Famih pension ot 
Rs. 10 p rn. 

i 

Do 

Captain F. Ashcroft. 
6'13th F. F. Rifle*. 

840 p. in- . 

10 6 20 

A il (was iminar- 
vied). 

Killed in action 
near Domel, 

Banuu District, 

on 24th Aimust, 
103i). whilst in aid 
i ot t he i n il power. 

Naik Mol lamed 

Yar. (>'!3lh F. F. 
Rifles. 

24 p m 

12 1 7 

Famih ]iension ot 
« IN. ti p. in. Chil- 
1 dron's allowance 
for 2 children at 
IN. 2 p m. each 
j 

I> . 

Lane© Naik Jalal 
Khan, 0/13th F. 
F. Rifles. 

21 p. in. 

0 11 27 

Do. 

1 

! Do. 

Lance Naik Sule- 
man Ah. 6/13th 
F. F. Rifles. 

21 p. m. 

10 0 21 

Do. 

i 

l 

1 

Do. 

i 

i 

Lanco Naik Saj.i- 
wal Khan, 6/ 13th 
F. F. Rifles. 

21 p. hi. ., 

, 112 8 

- Family pension ot 
* Rs. Hp. in. 

j Do. 

Sopoy Wali Mo¬ 
hammed, 6/13th 
F. F. Rifles. 

, 10 p.m. . 

!) 0 28 

| Do. 

! 

i 

1 Do. 

Sopoy Abdul Aziz, 
6/ J 3th F. F. 
Rifles. 

' 18-8-0p. in. 

i 

3 3 12 

1 Do. 

1 

; 

Do. 

Sepoy Yakub Khan, 
6/13th F. F. 

Rifles. 

, 18-8-0 p. m. 

3 7 22 

1 Do. 

I 

Do. 
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Nana* of the aorvant. 

Scale 
of his 
salaiy. 

| Period 
of his 
serve e. 

1 . 1 
|What compensation 
i or other 

! facilities have 

been given 1 

. to hin family. 

Remarks. 

1 

.» 

O 

O 

4 

r> 


Ks. 

Y. M D. 



Nepov K.ija Klian, 
0/13th ' F. F. 

11 if It*—. 

18-8*0 p. m. 

i 

i 

9 11 20 

Faimh pension 

IN. H j» in Chil¬ 
dren's allowance 
ten one child at 

Killed in action 
near Dome!, 

Eanriu District, 
on 24th August, 


HmiM.ir Foshan 
Khun, I ■ 12tli F. 
F. Regiment. 


Lance Naik liu/ai.i 
Sunrh. 1 1 i!th I*. 
F. Regiment 


Lieutenant (i. F. H 
H.lW kes 


Pm.du h 
Ro\ul 
(Yip-. 


Hi \ am 
'lank 


t* i hi pi i i. f. m oik , 

» * !'»(». I!ll-«.e 


Family pension 
IN. 8 p m (’hil- 
dienV. allowance 
Ks. 2 p. m. 


FamiK pension 
JN S p hi. Chil¬ 
dren- allowanee 
IN 2 p m 

A if (v,iv uniimi- 
i 'i < I' 


•InilH pen-ini' ol 
|(K |i// ,i \\. » | 

In Mintin'! ami 

\it1um 


of tin- cjvil power. 
Killed in art inn 
in Waxinstnn nil 
l^tli .Jul\, 1930. 
Distui banee with 
Mahsuds 

Killed in action 
in Wdziijstun on 
12th July 1930. 
Distui Lane o w if li 
Muhs'id- 

Muideied «t Lancli 
Kotal on liiLflit of 
24 '2 At li Ft!.niai\ 
193!I, prnlmblv by 
robbe but tbc* 
u nt i\» is m tually 
unknnun. 

K i I led m lY-hirwar 
! 'it v nn 23rd April. 
11*30 u hi 1st in aid 

n* ( l\ ll puVU. 

Tv ill** I in u< non 
agam-t Atruh.s 
-out h-w c a of IV- 
-h iwar on nth 
Jik.c, 


• ! ! billin' 

KI hi ii iiu 
A lloisi*. 


*» i'( li-l »!• nt 11- 2e 

p <li ' < • W ' 11 v\ . 

< ilikbi li - allow - 
.ii•* e mi 1 v «m hd 
dii‘n at IN 4 

p i.i.. it lilt \ 

«.» IN ♦>»»!» 


h'Mt*d in ii< non 
•i^.tin i Afudi,- 
no Bill August, 


Sow.n \ir doluuii- 
mad Kli.iu, The 
I'ooiim Hm-e. 


9 S 2’* 1 ainilv pen-inn nt 

IN 8 P III Cbil 
dii li " dlnWiim e 
lot t v\ o Middle li 
at iN. 2 p. m. 
eat h. 


Diinadur \bdul 

Kanin Khan, 

Tin* Poona Horse. 


Fanuh pen-ion o’ 
IN. 8 p. in Chd- 
iIrenN allowance 
for 4 ehildieu at 
Ks. 2 p. in. mil'll. 
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—— 

Whnl. compensation 



Scale 

Period 

or other 


Name of the s©r\ ant. 

of liis 

of his 

facilities Jiavo 

lie murks. 


salary. 

service. 

been givon 
to his family 


1 

o 

j 3 

1 

5 


Us. 

1 i 

! Y. M. 1). 



Sowar Chitt.ii.1 

20 p. in. . 

, 4 10 19 

Family pension of 

Killed m action 

Singh, The Poona 

; i 

K*.. S p. in to 

against A friths 

Horse. 



mother. 

on 9 th August, 

1930. 



j 


j' Names and period 



i 


| of scr\ i< e not 

Work Munslu 

70 p. m. . 

1 Not known 

Nil . 

| known They 

(Mason), M.K.S. 

i l 

i 

j wore sli ot by 

tnhesinen in 


Two coolies, M.E.S.. 

30 p. in. . 

' Do . , 

j i 

i 

n;i . . 1 

| March. 192s, on 

1 Sei\i**ki Wnnn 

1 Ro<id, while 

J making n cul- 



i 


( vert. 

Mr B.dwant Singh, 

Ml p m 

(» 3 14 

Family pmiMon i»r 

Shot l>\ !iihe*,m(*n 

Assistant Store¬ 

; 

Jis 15 p. m and 

whih* on duty at* 

keeper, M. E. S. 


• 1 

lh 1,501) a* bio id 

Saint .illicit' on 


, 

uiorrn 

night of 19'20th 


.rum\ I02S 


Lieutenant .M. Ste- 050 p.m. . S 0 0 X.J 

phen, I loyal Ai- 
tillerv. 


Shot b\ a 111*:, -sa¬ 
il. u (wlm had a 
polit a .‘I gi a - 

\nu<v). while Ir.i- 
vellm" on duly 
h\ cm tiom Mun- 
'.ni I it lla/m ik on 
Mih .Linn, I9J9. 


Assistant Surgeon *150 p. in . 24 2 

J. TT. Cabral, 
l.M.D. 


Lioutonant C. R. 510 p.m. . ; 3 0 

Hoxt, 2/Sth Pun¬ 
jab Regiment. j 


Lieutenant T. M. ( Not. yet 

Synge, O.B.F., , ascertained. 

Royal Tank ; I 

Corps. j j 


0 Family pcn*aoii of ( Do.* , 

R- 101 p m .i iif I j 
R ' 5.0* in blood * 

mone\. j 

0 Nil . . Muideuid in the 

j Pun jab Mail Train 

i MINI* RllU-xlVIkl. 
when pi o* ••cmIihils 
to \rm\ Sjgnul- 
i line School. 

Poorin on 23 rd 

| .1 ulv lorn. 

i 

I Shot b\ n Khassa- 
dar while t,ra\el- 
I ling on duly by 
I lorry from Wana 
1 to Jundola. 


Private Whawell 


r>o. 


Do. 
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Casualties among the Police and Public arising out of measures taken 

AGAINST TIIE ClVIL DISOBEDIENCE MOVEMENT. 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar; I lav on tho tabb* tin* information 
promised in reply to starred question No. 110, asked by Mr S C. Mitra 
on the ,‘lrd Febnisiry, 1022. ro"ardiii" casiialties unions the public due to 
firing. 


Statement slunrmq casualties hy Premnirrs (a) mnony Government servants nnrl (b) numbers 
of the public as a result of Jn niff tuner the re sumption of the Civd Disobedience Movement 
up fn 31st January 


( nsualtios among the ( ‘ Casualties among ]>ublic 



Police. 

1 

i 

as a result of firing. 

- - 

Killed. \\ omid< d. 1 

Killed Wounded, 


Madias. 

A / 

A <1 

i 

- 

P.f»mb.i\ 

V,/ 

Is 

- 

i O 

Cmtod Pro\ Hires 

\ i ! 

s,T 

7 

7*. 

Ihliar and <)> is-aj 

I * 

A ill 

- 

A*,/ 

North-West Piontier Provin* *• 

Delhi ... 


(i 

i:> 

“:l 


Hooks Proscribed b\ the Chief Commissioner, A.imer-Merwara. 


Sir Evelyn Howell il\»ren;ii Secietani 1 1:*\ on the table the informa¬ 
tion |irutni'-ed m repl\ to Earn'd question No 21, asked b\ Mr. Gaya 
Pr-.^ad Siuidi '»n ibe 2t»ih January, 1922, ivRardimj ceil am books which 
'ate progenia d b\ th» Chief Commissioner. Ajmer-Mcrwara. 


((?), (fA and ill) V«»h lt.nl, Books cot i.un tii:i• t #m On* publication of which is 
Tmni'-bable under So tion 124 \, Indian IN*, .1 Code A lopio-ent it ion in resp^t of 
tin* latter was liowi" er receded horn ihe Mandat A|n.t»r, ami the Chief Corn 

mt'Sinner, Ajiner-Meiwarn, in view ot uie generalK unobjectionable nature of its 
contents wit lid lew the order leidu* * 1 1 « *n 00 \ ( l'i'i.ii.d Pioeedure Code, in : esn *ct 

of it 

i<) The duty of preparing English translation 1 ; of vernacular documents is entrusted 
to qualified officials. government do not consider that any useful purpose would be 
served l»v giving tlie names of these officials 

(r) T would refer the Honourable Member to the reply T have given to parts (fcl 
and (d) and invite Itis attention to page 120 of the book “Yug Pharma’* and page 
80 of “Anita Ki-Raha Par” I have no information ns regards the latter part, of this 
question Every local Government. has power to proscribe under Section 99-A. 
rriminnl Procedure Code. 

(/) Yes. 


*0ne daffadar. 
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“Corukspondknce" Colleges ix India. 

Sir Frank Noyce: I lax on the table the information promised in 
reply to starred question No. 880 ashed bv Mr. Gosuami M. It. Puri on 
the 18th February, 1982 repardinp ‘Correspondence* colleges in India. 


(tf) . 111(1 (ft) There .111' III) “( 'oiTl'^polllllMll’t*” collcm*-. Ill Jllliui, 1 lull IS (o’h'^CS 
which seek to impart msttuition through eo»respondents* 


('i.otii seized ritoxi the All-Indjv SrixxEks’ Association 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: 1 lay on tiu* table tin* informal ion 
promised m repl\ to starred question No 1 10, asked b\ Mr Phupm Snip 
on the 8rd hebruan, 1982. regarding the All-India Spinners’ Association 

The Gandhi \shiain <ii IMia^.ilpm was nol.fici! nude* *- n I ion 3 <>t flic l nl. w nil 
Asm limit ion (hdmaiue 1 Q 32 li was touud mi po* i->-imi • »<•* u taken ‘h.n .some mmis 
were used ;is a Kliaddai ( l.ilti simp and as unde** s-ection 4 it was necessary to tale 
possession ot I he iiime.ihic p*m*tii\ the . I* »t Ii w « .ib» ! .1 ■ i* * < jm- is-imi 0 } and ie"’med 
to p"!'ie s .'‘'mi tm **.it«* 1 iisoidx Oidii- \irii' ‘'iil»MM|ui'ntl\ pas ed duettum the 

restoration of ike iloth rti t«. ; In \h n.d.i v s. •m««I‘ ' -orial’ou m then 11 'pie--nt ■ 
toe 


Income-! w Aitlu \tio\s in iEe r,, i'.n p.\ f i iii ('ommissioxku oi* Income-tax 

1 W »M i: \1 PfHslDl NO 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: l |j\ <.n tin- table the ml-irma 
lion piomised in leplx In d;im d qiie^imn No Gal asked l>> Mr halt-bund 
Naxalr.o on tin* Till Mao b 1982 ri i 5 .tr 1 iuj t lit mmihee ot appl 1c.1l n ills 1 . *»• 
ret ere nee t<< Hif*h ‘’unit iecii\ed .ml Dueled b\ tin ('nimri 1--'oner oi 
Income-tax Ihunbax Pre.sidenev, 


I 1 i*Lp “t li .1 ’ 1 «.1"U'n• '1 r «• 1 111 -111 \ ih. . 1. 1* n* ■. i n l ,» \ 1 1 ( I> ' 1 m* Honourable 

Alo'uli*" 1 ms a-lmd I ? 1 oidi" *u 1 • n.pdf 'h,. ). rin ( ., 1 w,* • 1 *J !,< ;etcs«,ii\ to e'amnie 

the h 1 '*- r»*lit’Mi» t . netw<*en 4 OT! mil o 000 '*-\i ion m- *1 1 'Pm "mild n\ i’\c 

an .minimi o| l.ilimn that i mi 1,01 pimt.ned to nni-os,. .1 < 1 || ; 1 > 1 ! , s |„.,.p | ,.|,| 

down to I ho halt 1.minium' k l'**n_nl ni'i'Ji’ on ,n < <nmi ot f hi n< ed lm eimimnv 
With J1 f el crii'i' to *he In-adn j o* 1 *n- ihod and ki ' iniin"i nl 11 n* Hnnmn.thle 

McnihcCs ^alenicr* 1 in' iti h,» .11 1 1 lit ■<» 1 . the n*pl\ lk.it ! s mu ;<< tli« ‘i.nml 

question No 63 "> ilial h»* • d in M r. f> /*' 10 V> 


Pir-cnixi; ftv liiqroi: Simps tv nrr Mouth-\\ i s-i Fisovttki: I’unvTxn:. 

Sir Evelyn Howell: I I.i\ nil lln table Hie informal mi! promised in 
ropl\ to Maned question \u l.Vi, aski d b\ Kunwar Hap Imii.h 1 Ali Khan 
on the 22nd Februarx 1982 regard mi; pn lading in 1 lie North-West Frontier 
Pro vj nee 

(a) Yes 

(ft) Pirketers were arrested and senti need lor nreaeh**-, of the lav and when- if 
was necessary to do so were foreiLK dispersed under -eitimi 31 ol the Police Act 
and Chapter IX of the Cnminal P 1. edun* Code 

(r) Yes 

(d) Does riot arise 
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Suspension ok Reduction of Recruitment by the PrBLic Service 

Commission 1 ”. 

The Honourable Sir Jamas Crerar: I lay on the table* the information 
promised in reply to starred quest ion No 18.**, asked by Mr. Nabakumar 
Sin" Dudhoria on the 8rd February, 1082, regarding suspension or redur- 
tion of reemilnn tit by the Public 'Service (’orrnnission 


Star* it, fit o f the position referred to in the reply given to Mr. Nnbaknmnr Sing Dudhor » a‘* 
question No. Hid on the drd February, JIdl'd. 


Services for which rot ruitineut by the 
Public Service Commission has 
been suspended. 


Indian Audit and Accounts Service. Military 
Accounts Department, Imperial Cus- 
t omn Ser\ ice Indian Railway Accounts 
Ser\ n e. 

Indian horeat Senice .... 


Indian Scr\ n e of Engined* 


Superior Railway Sen ices (other than the ' 
Indian Railway Aei ounts Serv n e). 


Minihtoi ml *or\ n os 


Keinarks. 


No examination was held in 1931 and none 
will he held in 1932. It is not possible 
To sax at present bow long suspension will 
« out inue. 

No examination was held in 1931. It is 
proposed to suspend rec ruitment in 1932 
also for the present. 

Recruitment lias been susjiended pending a 
final decision on the cjunstioii whether 
i lie Irrigation Branch of tho Indian Service 
ot Engineers should be pro\ uicial'sed. 

Recruitment not suspended altogether hut. 
will be made on a very restricted scale till 
th«» return of normal conditions. 

It is uot possible to "‘rtj when tlu* next 
examination will be held until the position 
resulting from letromhments is ele.ir. 


liKMVTION OF CIRTA1X APPOINTMEM S> <>N STATE RAILWAYS 

Mr. P. R. Rau (Financial Commissioner. Railway s): l las »>n tho table 
flu information promised in reply to part (V) of starred quest inn No. 259 
u*k.*d hv Rai Bahadur Labi. Brij Ki shore on the 12th February, 1982. 


|c' One poab of Executive Engineer (Senior scale) was abolished and one po^f of 
Deputy Chief Engineer and one uo«t of Senior scale otKwn* (Power) were held in 
aLeyanee 


C 





ELECTION Ob' MEMBERS TO THE VI-BLIC ACCOUNTS 
(COMMITTEE. 


Mr. President: Nou-oilieial Members Will now promot'd to elect four 
Members to tile Committee on Public Accounts. There ure (> candidate* 
whose names are printed on rlie ballot papers which will now be supplied 
to Honourable Members m the order in which l call them 

(The Mallei was Hum taken ) 


ELECTION OE MEM EE MS TO THE STAN 1)1 NO. FINANCE 
COMMITTEE FOE PATHWAYS 

Mr. President: Honourable Members will now proceed to elect 11 
Members to flic Standing Finance Committee for Railway There aie 
28 candidates whose nanus are printed on the ballot papers which will 
now be supplied to Honourable Members in the order in winch T cal! them 

(The Ealloi then taken ) 

THE BENO.AL CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT (SI PPl .KM ENT \ It N : 

MILL- mni'l 


Mr. President: Kuitlur eonsiileratiou ot the Mill to Mipplimn nt thi' 
EeiijLf.il Criminal Law Amendment Act HWO a^ reported 1»\ the Select 
(’on i mi tine 

Mr. E. F. Sykes (Eomh.i Eunipe.in) Su I \er. iumiIx fin shed last 
night when T was pul ltd up h\ the hands of the clock pointing to fme 
T ,iin afraid I must go back a 1 it 1L■ over what I said \este»d,ix mi a* in 
oonneet tlw mam part of rm speech with the < nd which w*> were mi 
near to 

I* urf her one oi two Menibi is lia\« expressed a dcMio to see, even at a 
distance, the map which 1 had prepared to illustrate what 1 had to sa\ 
The FTonsf will obserxe in the centre a large hloh here 1 max mention 
that this map lepresents an area something like 250 miles square. I 
men: ion that so that Member* may get an idea of the distances. (The 
Honourable Member then proceeded to explain witli reference to the mop 
ir. his hand the position of the various places he referred to.) This on 
the hanks of the Menas which runs right across the map is T)eoli. This 
is Nasirnbnd : that is Ajmer: that is Jaipur; and this is Bhawani Mandi. 
Those are the markets of this area, T)eoli being in the centre The scale 
is one-millionth or 1-014 inches to 10 miles. A further point that this 
map will illustrate is this if Members will look at this central spot, thev 
will see from the colouring the number of states there are in this neigh¬ 
bourhood. They will also observe that on the right hank of the Menas 
this is the solitary patch of British territory going down in this direc¬ 
tion (South) vou find no more until you come to the Nerbuddn or beyond 
T mention this to illustrate that this is British territory purely in a 
technical sense. 
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THE BENGAL CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT (SUPPLEMENT \RY ) BILL. 2<301 

Yuslerday 1 began by saving that the errors of Governments generally 
arose from one of two sources and sometimes irom both. One, tin 1 
lack of infoilimtion, and the other, reluctance to recede from a position 
if it becomes untenable. I hoped to he able lo supply the 
OON * information that was lacking in this particular case and asked 
the House to sec that the other error wax not committed I tljen pro¬ 
ceeded to explain tin* position of Deoli in tun respects, firsi its salubrity 
and second its leinoteness I do not wi»-h to detain the House \ery 
long by repeating what I said about the salubrity, heeaus, I tlnnt h is 
fairlv well known The remoteness j«. neich better illustrated In this 
map, because you see. Sir. Deoli stands at the junction of these t\\<► 
mam roads which ..Iter umt ier proceed to Kotah and here branching again 
the main branch goes to Jhalrapatan whence two separate branches 
lead m different dnvelsons mto Malwa Afler th.it 1 think llie Huns,, 

will agree with me that the remoteness ot IIeoh h.is 1 m***ii exaggeiated 

I would Ido to lelei l<< a eoimueut in llu« papeis that 1 saw’ this, 
morning It remarked that Mr Sykes rnde.ivoumd in defend his helo\ed 
Rajputana from the Bengal terrorists which k exactly what e\ei\ 
one else is trying to do It is what the Americans call “passing tin 
buck ’ Helical warn, io t»»*t rid ol thes, detenus and nobody wants to 
accept them we are all in tile saim position But att> r tin depion- 
sti.ition that I base gi\eh to the IlmiM- it >, imj>ossih|. to ,tm jil T)euh 
as a sufficiently remote place for pe »p! t w 1 is> i| t un. * ri’^.dlx a g? ceil lo he 
most dis igi eeable neighbour** 

Nov. Sir I will coine lo ihe amendment that 1 ha\< put down l 

think that when 1 was mi mipte.| last night v hat I said was that as fa>* 
as the amendment v.o eonceined 1 was not partteiil.irK insistent mi the 
exact woidmg <*t *i I \u. qi: a- p" p.m-d to ae< ent aiix moditieation 
that til e tioxernmeiit \\ * ff pi e j) u ■ *i | to odd pioxided the\ would choose 
a more Mumble local ion tui these gentlemen and I am unite willing to 

withdraw it on those terms or to accept any modification that will ba\e 

the same effect hut I am not quite rert.un ivalls tint am gieat change 
is required If tin (»<>\» rnor’s provinces in India with ilien t normous 

area and diversity of conditions cannot find a Miil.dd* plan for these 
people, T consider the matter is a ver\ senmi- mu kurthei Sir. if all 
the Governor’s provinces are so constituted in their temperaments that 
thev are unwilling to roine to the assistance ot Bengal m its distress the 
outlook for a Federated India is not a very bright one \Ye have not 
xet had any explanation nf the reason wh\ tin* Bengal Go\eminent is 
totally unable to provide for these people themselves An examination -*f 
the map of Bengal shows that there are quite a large number of sites 
where remoteness could he had m combination with the Bengal lift* which 
is considered to be bo desirable and so unlikely to be obtained in "Rajputana 
Sir 1 have detained the House quite enough T hope that the inform.»- 
t.iou T have given is quite sufficient to show to the Gn\ ernment <nd to 
tin* House that the present proposals for the execution of ibis BiR 
whmi it heenmes an Act are far from being suitable and ] hope the 
House will prevent the Government from maintaining then* posit i<n out 
of sheer obstinnev. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra (('Intingong and Rajshahi Divisions- Non-Mnh-'iu- 
madan "Rural) Sir 1 have great pleasure in supfmrting the motion of 
itiv friend Mr Svkes. Though T eould not cVkoK follow either the 
speech or bis arguments vet- I am in full svmpathv with his amendment 

o 2 


* 
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[Sir J.niii's Crerar. J 

c»l the Local Adinim&Lraliuu. mul the) .ill columned that. lor liic require¬ 
ments oj the Act Deoii set* i tied to comply with even reasonable require¬ 
ment m a xer) satisfaeluiy wax. Thu eJ ore L am somewhat at a loss to 
understand win the 1 h > 110111 able gentleman is so solicitous tor J)eoii. I do 
not kiu»v\ wheilur it is some question or local patriotism; I am not quite 
sure wuethe" Jt max not lie some question »*• local interest lint 1 must 
Mt\ quite franklx that uhen 1 am dc diii*; With .i metier ot public interest 
and importance, one winch both tin Local (iovernment principally con¬ 
cerned anil the (tox eminent «>l India consider as oi \er\ <piat public 
intercut mid public import ante. I cannot possibly allow parochial and 

pel haps peenman nit -resL ot that lund to aMcct nix judgment And as 

\n lllnsi ration of the utdilx ot the kind ot assist.wee with which the 
UoiKHiranle j:i n'li »'i,m pn.pusi s to eiicumbei me. I would point out that 
h« put forward two i aistmctne and practical ideas of liis own Tie 
approxed. he said, nj the principle of lb'- Full T< had been passed by 

the 11 ons(' and 1.x th« Select Committee. and the mineiple ot the Fill 

could not therefore now hi impujjned Hut lie had twr> useful and 

practical Miu*vstions. t\\u < . r-* met ive siijpjesl ioik in make One \ui^ 

that th<» dt tenu* AinuU he :nt 1 tied in Fort William m Feneal 

Mr. E. F. Sykes* AI.»\ 1 interrupt the Honourable Member 0 T said 

th if in»d« v rt.on eunditiom ♦hex mr’lit he 


The Kcnoucacle S*r Janies Crerar: i ’»• nk tfa words wineh the 

! lonouv'hie Meinher Used x\ • 1 • 

‘Kithi* ii"‘\ {.uW'iius mi* .. ii’t.M’i .* •« 1« n» u.111 cIjimmI ..i ih*>\ ,ii«. ant II 

not ilieu .i < f ’iw»‘a*-iii (i< t^utna xordd P* eehci n Pm w William niidvi ll>e «*\»*s 

•>f till* ( ilM'l)ini> til <>t IilMI^.,1. «»l III tin* I'lll >t!i.l t,*.l 1 11‘Hlfl till' I y»M of the 
< roeern.neni of liidi.. ” 

Mr. E. F. Sykes: 1 vet lx 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: I’veih and whni 1 propose to 
point out that the Honourable Memhei havmc "iv< n his assent to one 
ot the principles of the Hill, which is to remove d* terms from Fen^al, 
makes ihe coiistniet iv e "UL'ffesi ion that flax shou'd not be iinioxed from 
Femral (Lanphler): nr in the alfcrnnf ixe. thex should be detained in the 
Pnrana (,>iln. 'the Honourable Member failed to observe or was nexer 
a ware that Hie Ihirana fJil.i is situated in a initially administered territor*y 
and is nut in a Gavomor'e Frovince Therefore, if the amendment which 
he is good enough to propose for mv assistance xverc ficoopted by the 
House, his oxx’n valuable sufft'estion would be explicitlv ruled out. and 
that as lar as T can see. is the extent of the value and utility of the 
Honourable Member's suj^rsfions. T trust that the House will not 
accent the amendment. 


Mr. President: Tic* question T have now to put is- 

Th.it in draw* 2. after Hie word 'jail* where it emirs for the second time, 
the words 'in nnv Governor’s Provinre’ he inserted ** 
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The Asscrrjhlv divided: 

AYES—34. 

Liladhar Chaudhuiy, Seth 
Mas wood Ahmad, Mr M. 

Mwra, Mr. B X 
Mitra, Mr. S. C 

Mnrtu/a Snheb Bahadur, Maulvi 
Say vi d 

Neogv. Mr K C 
Pa i in a Nand, Bhai 
Ranga Ivor, Mr C S. 

Reddi Mr. I\ .V Ramaki edma 

Sant Singh. Kirdar 
Sen. Mr S. (' 

Sen. Pandit Satyendri N’ath 
S\k»s Mr E. F 

; Tharmian Mr K p 

' 1’nru Saheb Bahadur. Mr 

Wood, Si? Fid gar 

i 

NOES r >8 

Amti Mi A S \ 

\hiT.id \.«w v Kh.m M.i|»i Xawab 
\)imod, Mr K 

\|lah Il'kdi Kh.m 'I iwarm Khar. 

I • i Ti.i (i m M.dik 

AnXiesana Air V N 

•\/iM»dili»i Ahmad Bilgiaim, Qazi. 

I>a Ipai, Mr C. s 
!Li |)<ii Mr K S 
B.'mTji, M» It.i‘ri.n.i\an 
Bharguvu. Rai Bahadur Pandit T. N. 

Blioo-. 'I he Humanable Sir Joseph 
Brown Mi R R 
< lr. M’- A (J 

•Cocke, Sir Hugh 
( o-graw Mr W A 

i? ’I h»> IL tnmr.il de Sr .l.ini"- 
D.il.ti 1)» B I) 

I h'S, it/,i I >, 1< Y 

T* i«I*t «m i.« M” \ .1. d.u.i ^ v 'ii".' 

F\i * <! H.m Pitaoha Shaikh 1 

Kr.-i.h. Mr .1 (’ , 

Cb'l ll.tM Ml \ li 

<lid.n'\. f/iuii t *1 •»11* i Su llenrv i 
('•tah.im Sn Bnweh't ^ 

Cvwune, Mr C W 
lfe.it hoot ♦*. Mr L V i 

H. wll Sir Kvelvn 
fhiahun \1i. Khan l.t Xawab 
Afuh.irmnad 

Kliw 'rsinp i \,.wali \ di,»r-mgji 
Ismail Ali Kh.m, Kumvar Ilajee 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: I move: 

"That lo clause 2 the following tie added at the emi * 

'and the rules shall include provision for grant of travelling allowances to the 
relations of the detenus, twice a venr, for interview and shall also provide for 
reproduction, as far as practicable, of Bengal conditions, specially as regards diet and 
the manner of cooking the food.” 


uaw.dia r Nngli, Sardar Bahadur 
Sa rdar 

h.il Ph.iwl lioin ( apfam Rao Balia- 
dui Ch.iudlui 
Ma« f|ue<*n Mr P 
Moon Mr Aithuj 
Mom.mii. Ari O 
Mujumd.ii Sardar C X 
M.ikhoi | «•. Rai Bahadur S C. 

Xt'i.n Mi J ( 

N- >\ iv Sn Fiank 
Pn"dit Rao Bahadur S R 
Rnhuddui Al>tn.id. Kh.m B.ihad-r 
Man I vi 

R nnv, 'J’he itonouiahh* Sir (leorge 
R i i.di. Rao Bahadur M C 
Ra’.in Bakin h Shah Khan Bahadur 
M. Ihdu... S U .J 

Rama Kao Dtwnti Balia dm V 

Ran Mr V R. 

IB.- Mr r 

** Mi l! on I* . j . il N .n,*m 

Sauna Ml R S 

s. huM •*. The llonoui.ihle Sir »leorge 
Stott. M** T Ramsay. 

Shah Nawaz. Alim, Mnn.ia mad 
Slier Muhammad Kh.m 'v.-ikhar, 

Captain. 

‘Miidd Mi E 

Tin Tut. Mr 

Waiihuddm. Khan Bahadur TTaji 
A K :innn Kh.m Mr Muhammad 
Aiming. Mr C M. 


Abdul Matin Chaudhurv, Mr. 
Aggarwal. Mr. .lagan Nath 
A /.liar Ah, Mr. Muhammad 
Badi-u./.-Zairian, Maulvi. 

Bagla, Lala Rnrnesliwar Prasad. 
P.huput Sing. Mr 
Chaiuli Mai I loin, iUiagal 
Mi il 

Hn.t, Mr \mar Nath. 

Vox Mi 11 B 
( iu" .iI Mr X R. 

!!■ *»i - Singh Brai. Sirdar 
H in fiij Swamp. Lala 
Isia. Chaudhri 
Jog. Mr S U. 

K\.n. M\mt. li. 

Balm i Chaudhury. Mr 1) K 
Lalehand Navalrai, Mr. 
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[Mr S. (J Mitra.] 

In support- ot my motion, J find that ni\ Honourable inend Mr. Abdul 
Matin Cliaudlmry lias added this note ot dissent, in the Seleet Com¬ 
mittee’s ileport: 

“In vn-w ot the fact that the detenus will U* transferred far a\\a> from tne*r 
own province, l would suggest that tlie Government ot Bengal should pay t.i a veiling 
a I Iowa lues to t heir near relatives to enable them to \isit and interview the ti.iusfei red 
pi i-oners once in tlnee lnontlis hi oidei to mitigate h.ndship incidental to Midi t runs! to '* 

Thomrli 111 \ friend suggested on< e m three months, I luive sugg< sted in 
m\ own amendment twice in a \onr to nuke it more acceptable to the 
Honourable the Home Member. But T have not very much hope becaiisi , 
as there is n Hindi proverb* ‘Jmni Jinn bat. A la Jtuuhal (ini A UJunu wn,V 
which lm-uiis “The earth nun shake, but Gul Mohammad will not move 
1 can piophesv tli.it the {1111 Mohammad of tlie Assembly Sir .f.mie*- 
CVer.ir, will not move an inch. Yet it ; s not the Tlonourabh' the Horn. 1 
Member alone to whom T am speaking now, but T am appealing to tin' 
whole House, and hero T shall quote a few lines from ihe speeeli of rnv 
Honourable friend Mr O 0 Biswas, when' he made that point v«*rv 
clear in liis abh' speech on the last occasion Mr Biswas said 

“The (juesUoii is this, w bethel or not we should require M»nie .i^uniiici-. on !i« b • !<• 
be embodied in the Pill itself or in mips to lm framed undei the Rill, to eiisme tli,M 
where such detenus are removed from Bengal to another prnvux i*. cot lain thing*. -h< ulrl 
lie done to reproduce as f;n »is possible the condition* of detention m Beng.il ion'll 
tions as regards food, health, comfort and so on ** 

Later on, he says * 

As inv Honoui.iliie liitml Sui \l«diii I’.iliim. h.i> s,nd. we iiope ihai wbr’i 1},« 
Bill goes before the Select Committee, that Committee would try to insert some l1.mi.mj 
m the Bill which would make it obligator on tin* Local Goveimiiein io provide bn 
these things; m other word**, to minimise discomfort and ri**k tc* health as far a* 
practicable I sav as tai as pi.u tn able, becau-e so l.n as the chmatn condition'* 
go, nobody can control that But subject to that. I s<«>. it should he possible to 
reproduce the conditions ot detention m Bengal m the |.»o\iimcs f ( , *,|iuli ihe «• nien 
may be removed ** 

As si. matter of fact T lia\e almost reproduced the words oi Mr Biswas, 
and T slitdl wtiif and see if if is acceptable to the Govermneul or to 
the House As regards these difficulties. T hud m\ Honourable friend. 
Sir Muhammad Yakub and my Honourable, friend Sir Abdulla 
Suhraw irdy also supported tlie so view’s T do not like to take tin* 
time of the House ii, going through all these* view's, because' 1 think 
there is unanimity on this side oi Ihe House that m tlie rules to be 
framed b\ Government there should be provision for reproduction of 
Bengal conditions as far as practicable It might he asked why I insist 
on these things being in the, rules themselves. Mv main point is this. 
Tt was insisted on. particularly by mv Honourable friend, Mr. Modv 
himself, that fhese rules that are now 7 obtaining in Bengal should he 
circulated, but Government are persisting in not circulating them because 
they consider them to he confidential So thaf is the main point fhnf 
even the rules are not circulafed to Members of Ihe Honourable House 
That being so, T ask how other people then enn judge for themselves 
whether these rules are in force. That is the specific reason whv T w 7 ant 
that in the rules it should be specifically stated that there should he 
provision for the grant of travelling allowance* to poor relations twice a 
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year, ami fur other conditions as regards clothing, food, diet, manner of 
cooking food, etc. Now even if fhe.-e rides are there, 1 am not really 
certain v\ net her llic*\ will he enforced, because tin past experience is veiy 
sad Jn these days there are elaborate Jaws and rules, hut at the time 
ol ouhawuient <>J those rules tlie\ are enforced in such a \vu\ that, in 
spile of all necossarv provisions, tlu-re is no guarantee of pi riper treatment 
on the part of the officers As a matter of fact, 1 gave notice ol a few 
questions as to w I ml is happening even at Deoh at present, but T have 
not \et nc"i\ed an\ answers On*- questioii 1 shall quote here 

2 “Is it a fact lli.it tho-i* <I<»1 ppio ;• i•• -iswuilled nv the staff oil the shghleM piv 
l»-\t .iikI tin* Sup«'i iiitemlonl icfommoiid' ku k*- when ihev ask foi ineiheinr* v 

« 

3 U (iovr?nun nt .iw.iif of tin* tad dial «»n<* Hcng.ili gentIonian who happen* rl 
to jw‘.» h\ flu* iMiiip w.e Lrui.illv n«*,iultr*rl »<» the pone ol wu ons( ioii«>iios^ and that 
p<*f111 1 1■ pa^sniL* l>\ da* ramp ,ire L f ‘lira all\ n-.etlenied and molested v ’* 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: Mn\ I miorrupi the Honourable 
\J. stIn r * It ma\ peril.ips er-nduee to our optimal mr the \alin nt the 

instances In- has bromdif boh.re iho House if T s that nt T)ooh none 
of 11 1 * * -> • mruh nt v. coul'l possiblv have taken pi u e a-, thin; are no 

detenus there 

Mr. S. C. Mitra: M.i\ I fake it tint the ITonouialde Mouther sa\s 

that then* me no detenus at Deoli at present 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: 1 du 


Mr. S. C. Mitra: lime aie no deieiius in Deoh ' hmu wiien 1 There 
iim\ lu* some legal jugglers invoked in the answer, and it inn} be 
tha i prisoners an- not undei tlie I .onunl ( runin d Law Amendment Act, 
hee, Ills.- tin \ - innot \ »• t L.* l mii-iel • etl but under lteglil it ion 1 11 suIUe State 
prisoners ba\e been 11 alible? red, and th*- same ( ’omm m laid who was 
sen in" m llijh ha*» la eii translerred to Deoli, that L lm information, 
also that then- are prisoner** in th.' Deoli camp. I should like to know if 
that is contradicted. 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: There ate no detenus m Deoli of 
am description whatsoever 

Mr. S. C. Mitra: Then 1 must accept th.it st itom-nt Then as 
reg.uiL these rules my Honourable friend. Sardar Sant Shiah, \estcrdnv 
w *s arguing that then- are rules for the treatment of female prisoners, 
hut the whole House was informed \esterdav how thev are treated, but 
i n the ease of detemu there an* no rules which are known to the public 
T would like fa lu* asvuied that in the rules there must be a spoeffie 
provision for the*-'!- things and at the same time that mV hods should be 
devised to cheek whether those rules are netunlk observed Sir T move 

Mr. 0. S. Ran?a Iyer (TJohilkund and Kumaon Divisions Non-Muham¬ 
madan fturaIV Sir, this is an amendment which T wish had been 
accented b\ the gentlemen of the Select Committee mvmimouslv. and 
T wish there had been no neeessit\ to move this amendment on tho floor 
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| Mr C. S. lhtnga Jycr j 

of this House. I wish the Government hud given a (lHinitc assurance 
that under the rules thc\ would provide for Hit» travelling allowances of 
detenus. Sir the House will remember that when the llonournble the 
Home Member was speaking Hit' oilier dav replying to the debate, X put 
him a detinue question whether he would consider granting travelling 
allowances to the relations of e\erv detenu. 1 think perhaps 1 should 
not have interrupted him then l»*st I should be considered as having 
tried to embarrass him l'erhaps il was not quite a proper wan to elicit 
an answer m tin* course of i speech 1 > 11 1 in view ot t-1 K' op])osition that 
this measure lias met wiih both m this House and in the newspapers 
ol the I’nuntiv "I wish tla* Goxminirut huh gone -o f.,r as to meet what 
is a Ygitimale a reasonable and a vein moderate demand for the detenus 
are neither anarchists imr revolutionaries nor terrorists Thex an men 
wdio h.»xe been d(‘piived *»| their freedom, became the (inurnment 
consider, from the » xidenct in tluir possession, Hint the\ are prejudicial 
to nublic peace That being the case, it is hut proper that the Govern¬ 
ment should not make conditions vn*\ difficult, for the detenus hv remov- 
ititr them from one piovnue and depriving them <>f‘ the nnpoifunitx of 
se.'U'f/ Hit'll relations T think. Sir thoui’h the dmeminent irv not 
.actually depriving tfie detenus of the right of interview* hv transfeiring 
them fmm one province \r another thex an* in effect depnxim lliem 
of the onporfinntv of mter\iews The di terms ma\ h< 1> ichel ws thex 
ma\ he .n.arried People thc\ nvx he fat lea's Ibcv max hr husbands, hut 
their ire fibers am! ‘••kbi* would hke to <■ fhern, then wixes mttI children 
would like to see them and the Government hv taking them fr< ill Bengal 
to - other mox mi i i»> .k im ui m\ M|».im»n .a douM* mpisticc 

Tim fir-tf injustice is the transfer of the detenus themselves 7 hu\e h« en 
opposed to their transfer T havr not reconciled tux self even today, not¬ 
withstanding the recommendation of a large number of Members in the 
Select Committee, to the principle underlying this T7ill T refused to 
serve on the Select Committee because T could not accept the principle 
of the Bill. They could at least mitigate fh" hardship AYhv punish their 
relations, T ask for what thex consider to be a wrong of the detenus 
themselves, a wrong which F refuse to ucecut as a wrong until that 
wrong is proved in a court of law? That being the case for one alleged 
wrong, lure is a Government which is punishing the relation* of the 
detenus. T do hope. Sir (ha! the Honourable the TTnme Member will 
• •on id-»■ 'em pride tion '• x c p*. • u|b 1 am ••riteful 1 > Mr Abdul 

Afatin Chatidhurv for having incorporated hie xiex\s in tin Select Com 
inittee. f wish Sir TTari Singh Hour and Divan Bahadur Herhilas Sarda, 
both of whom are not in their seats, and ('very other Member on the 
Select Committee had endorsed Afr Abdul Matin Chaudhurx ’s suggestion 
T am however grateful to Afr. Abdul Matin Chaudhurv for having placed 
before this House, and for having exercised his responsibility by so 
placing before this House a matter of paramount importance. T may 
assure the Honourable the Home Member that if the Government are 
not going to consider this proposition reasonably, (hov will be breaking the 
hearts of many good people in Bengal because, supposing a. detenu is 
xvhnt + he Government consider him to be, thex have no right to punish 
his relations On the replv to that question will depend the attitude 
that this side of the House xvill adopt trwnrds the career of this Bill 
at the remaining stages of tin’s measure 
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Sir Abdur Rahim (Calcutta and Suburbs: Muhammadan (Jrban) : 
Mr. President, on a former occasion 1 muck? the* position quite clear as to 
ibe necessity ior providing for the relations ol detained poisons an oppor¬ 
tunity and lacdilx to \ is.it them i then pointed out that especially 
if,amp, repaid to the distance hom P.enpaJ •»!' tlie piaee whole these men 
a ill Ik detained and .dso having regard to the luet that many of tlie^c 
jMi-oiis .in likely .> belong to pooi ininilie- if was onl\ fipbt that (Jovirn- 
men! ‘.IimiiM undo r< rte n pro' kons allowing «. (erlam reason a hi e 1 lumber 
f I itiali.m*. sax, t’>«.or thi.i to \ sit tbem ne»*!^ioiialJv, s.»\, twice a \ ear 
That not making too niueb ol a demand. Jn tins ua\ lej them he 
‘•ifstU'd and Hair trial ion* ibii i b • • \ aie ire.Med proper! \ 1 think. Sir, 
this ■- ,i \i r\ feasouabl* <b mand ,«ud I d<. hope th< Hon,»ui able the Rome 
Mi mher \. 1 11 se, Ins w..\ *«. i.m-ni it 1 how it has iieeii staled that 
Mieii a•< ret. - wh'eh ha\e been trained fn» .i ^innhir purpose, but those 
nd. - ha\. 1 . j. . h< a-i k< j : t • . r’ae'ntial. ibouph as ] pointed out on tin* 

! .si (i!'c,uki!i then s.«emi»d to me no pist’fu at n-n tor 1 real me th«»*e rules. 
"!!■(!> .n, franad under Hie ■ nactnients of the Legislature, as confidential. 

I pi• nt• 'd out ih*i: ihe^e Miles ought to 1 *■ placed on tin table of the House 
if lure ,tr\ o»* at am rate the Membii- ■ ►( the H-niM should I)- -4 a bowed 
a i < 'ss i , thi *■ e ml.'- v 1 1 th u or misapprehension that ma\ have arisen 
on ih< poo-t max he mi.inx'd It does strike me that the amendment 
pnipo-ed 1 1 \ m\ frii ml Mr Mum ■< a pcrfeetlx harmless and reasonable 
<*ne and I hope thi (h.\eintm i.l 11! m e their w..\ \< accept M 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt i ruidu.m bi\Mm Non Muhammad.m Rural): 

"n .it tin out .* i I mmi sa\ ih u I do not »«R« the proxisioiis nt this clause. 

I am opposed to it lie that is it max. w In u tux tnend moved his ainend- 
!in nt and I.now ihi? ■ In In p.-li s-ih-ss m »ur position hen i would like to 
! i*\e aii . i • 11 e r»c i n o .it lie Mas .,'tlii' than fin u hole clause Mx friend has 

• 'id lor -Mill, . » . :' 4 11, ‘ ,d|o\\ nee ha* tin l'ebUloU" of thi detelim olll\ 

txxiei* .i xear and aN,, tin* the pnxl net ‘op of Helical conditions especially 
i- r card- ,ji< i and tin manic ’* • >! cooking the food Of course, \\ is 
«•,»I if o ><1 1 > x i lit word “t o,e. ’.dlx ” .mil so 1 ha\e no quarrel with him, 

1 e, • i.sj I lotmur dilt Mi miiei-s hei\ mm know tluii ex en tl 10 worst eruninals 
is tin rump* ui x' n<!s ,n tin Piumd. ne supplied vith t:m- And I wndrl 
I'l '■ «o Know Pop. ti«, Pm,,.,, liable th, Thane Mi niher whet her the detenus 
'' ho will be tian 'mvd fiopi Penpal to this e\innn i limate w bieh the 
p* oj.le of Bengal i .ui liardlx bear will also he supplied with electric fans 
■i not I nans, hi,* ., n p*v foan tin Honourable the Home Member I 
■ on »n»t -.atm ■ n m.v IV lublx ^n* lames (Vt.u* xxill take lime to lliink 
•heila* <lns(. deli 'I 1 ;- slmuM he given f ns ,'t not Tie himself is siting 
■.»• !e> » fan all ri'-bi t i he Mine 

'Then Su as r. c.inls .In t and other 1 >«'ii«r:il enndirops 1 max point 
nt that the del of tin Bengalis dPTii* x.sx muih Pom ;he diet ali 
other peoph hying in India I see. Sir that, m\ Honourable mend 
Mr Pmxm Prasad Singh has laughed on this remark of inuu Tie himself 
e-nns irnm a province xxhicli id! very ivcenllx win linked to inv province, 
and whose pride it »\,is to imitate our fowl and our culture Sir, I am not« 
here holdinsr any brief for Bengali diet, hut, this much I ina\ say that that 
d’et is absolutely necessary for a Bengali. T may tel] the House that the 
wife of n gentleman, who In Ids m very high position, indeed the highest that 
an Indian can attain in life, after having resorted to the European inode 
of diet and living becamo blind. Sir. that is the fate awaiting those who 
change their methods of life ,md their diet at a verv late Iran* in their life. 
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That being s*>, I think it will not he dillicult for him to understand the 
difficulties of .1 Bengali jf he i.s asked to take one or two rhapaiis and pro- 
bablv ono or two onions and some har hat dhal Is that the food to winch 
o Bengali is aecust >med ? Furl her I mav mlorm the House* that Bengalis 
do not take rhapalt^ dm mg Mimmci Thcv tako rice and dhal twice a du\ 
and not clnijntlis Tliev take /mra onl\ during winter, because, the^ are 
hardK pahtahle during the summer It is unl\ the Bengalis wli • can 
«»ppn . late tin* ditlieullies in the matter ol lood If ever I had the power 
m l if 1 could get the lIonoinv.blr Sir James (Venn* under m\ (dutches 
and mala him lr* in a P.cngah village with rice and dhal and tamarind 
and tish, I do uoi kicw now he would like it A it w vegetables, one or 
two hvtni-ds lned will not > iti^i> lus appetite With this diet, he will not 
survive t«’** more than si\ months Mv Honourable it lend is lea\mg India, 
and thiN Hill iv perhaps his parime kick, and I realU would have been glad 
if the Honourable Sir lames Urerar had nut lake n the trouble of mtro- 
dnemg tins Poll at tin* fag end of his caroei In fact I would once more 
appt i al to hiii» when lie i- leaving India tor good to he a little mo?<* kind 
to is and see this small amendnn nt M mv Iriend Air Mitra is .iceepted 
bv him There -s notliing it*\olmlonarv. no lirror'sm m this amendment. 
There is nothin*: of tlu loud in the amendment., and the Honourable Sir 
James Oerar m **d not he draid of it T h »|»e if lie has a 1 >H It‘ sense of 
lium.iiiit) Mill 1 1 ■ M m him he will pist eight or ten davs bef-av he leaver 
the sho . s ,P India, d** tins little act of kindness to the people whom lie 
has ruled TTe believe* the\ ar< inveterate terrorists Whatever mav he 
his ideas reserving mv right to oppose the whole clause later on. T whole¬ 
hearted h givv .iiv snp|Mirt t*i tlie amendment and l appeal once more to 
the Honourable the Horn, Member to aeeepl it. 

Mr. 0. C. Biswas (Calculi.i Non-Muhammadan Urban) The amend 

ment .»t mv I lonout ubli friend Mr Mura f.dls into two paits, the first 
part relates to the pavment ol ti,welling allowance to the relations of the 
deleiuis twice a \ear !i»i interviews and the second part deals With the 
ipe'st ion nt diet and tie* manner of cooking food, etc So far as the second 
part s copo nied. I I M *1 ir\ . • I am cm reel in saving that there is no differ- 
i nee between this mui oi tie Hons.- and tin- other *id« . The Honourable 
Sir Janus Cn r.u has nu ic tli.ii once a^suo-d the House that it will he 
the cl nt \ ol (iuvcHinieiii to mala everv po «I il t » provision tor the comfort 
of the mi- who m.i\ lie tiahMened out of Bengal f I Iiev will trv to 
repiod'.M. a* lar .is p ssih'e and piaetieahie the conditions of Bengal in 
1 he citlu i |*i'>\iin » ■> to winch llicst pcoph ma\ he removid The question 
with wh'.-h w*■ m* now eoneime.l i- whither or not the P>ill itself should 
emb'.dv some pi*.\ism|. ,*t ibis regard in other words whether or not we 
should eonlenf ourselves with accept inr* 1 he s ssurance which has boon given 
on the Poor nt the Hons, ( ,m heli.df of 0*>\eminent, or whether vve should 
insist on .some *tnluh>r\ '-afegmnds so tlial it mn\ not hi* possible for Sir 
Mames ('mar’s .successors to act otherwise There is one preliminary diffi- 
eultv. however, that I find m th‘* wav of the amendment of my friend 
Air AT it n, tinfoi timntHv when sending in notice of ibis amendment, be 
did no' have before him the provisions of the Bengal Criminal Law Amend¬ 
ment Act If von look at iho clauses of the Bill von will see that the 
proviso to clause 2 refers in specific terms to section 11 and section 13 of 
the Bengal AH ami lavs down that the powers exercipahle bv the Bocal 
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tiovemmfcnt under suction 11 and the powers exercisable by the Local 
(iovcrmncnl under section Id regarding the manner of custody of these 
detenus shall be exercised by the Local (Vovernmcnt of the province to 
winch these persons may he transfeired for custody. What are the powers 
under sections 11 and Id? 

Sir Gowasji Jehangir (BomL.ix Cif\ Non-Muhammadan Urban)* They 
appl\ to Bengal 

Mr. C. 0. Biswas: I .mi just explaining mv pumt ll \ou look at sec¬ 
tion II nt the IVnn.il Act, you will find that it provides for the appoint¬ 
ment ot Visiting Committees, and further ia\s down that the rules which 
ina\ he iraim*d under that sect on shall provide lor periodical visits to the 
poisons under lest mint. That menu* visit-. b\ members of the Visiting 
< ommittee to these persons What th« proviso to this Bill contemplates 
is this, that the powers which in Beng d can la* exercised by the Local 
-<iovernnuMit then* under section 11 shall h t exercisable as well by the Local 
ui,\inimi > iit in 111 * Provmei to which these persons max he removed In 
other w rds. win n these detenus are remover] outside Bengal, it will be 
-■p«n in I lie Local <in\enmieiit oi that other province to appoint Visiting 
( < munit lees and to frame rules providing for periodical visits 1 a members 
l the \isitiue Committees to these persons These rules, therefore, will 
not and can not include rubs lor the grant of tiavellmg allowance to any 
lelations of the dett mis oi tor am ot the .ther inatteis which in\ friend 
Mr Mill.i has jn \ a w 'Flint is the difficult \ I am feeling 

Then again if \ i; turn m sfrtmn 13 ot the B« ngal Act vou will find 
lh it that section authorise^ the Local (ii»vernmeiit m Bengal to make 
i •ile-. providing fur tin pioiedmv to he followed regarding the notification 
of residence and report l the police 1 a persons m respect of whom orders 
have heen pass(*d under section ‘J and lor the place and manner of custody 
of .ill persons arrested or committed to or detained in custody under this 
\et Vow 1 he efft ct of tin pi*. \ iso m the present Bill is to give powers 
to the Local (!o\eminent m the other province to which these people may 
b- talon f» !ian e im - r ».L# foi the iiii.oit •! < a**' *i?i/ of thesp persons 
In other words unlv one part oi section 13 of the Bengal Act. is reproduced 
fe virtue of the pi• »\iso to this clause, and the Local flovcrnment there is 
« inn wered if this clause is adopted here, morel v to make rules providing 
tor i lie inavtu r of cuvlortif of such persons The question, again, is, whether 
the <ihpads which m\ Ilonourahle friend Mi Mitrn seeks to secure bv this 
amendment do come properlv within the purview of the erdes which if is 
possible t> frame under section L> I repeat. Sir. that section 11 and 

I section 13 contemplate rules of a definite kind. Section 11 

contemplates rules for the purpose of regulating visiis hv mem 
h-a-. (.f the Visiting Ponmiiltees t<> these detenuf*. And section 13 so far 
i- ’t •* going t > he made applicable under this clause-, deals onlv with Hiles 
re^ulat ,ng the “manner «vT ensfodv ** of tliese detenus T ask is it possible 
ti> -.i\ that tin ameudnu ut rY whielt mv TTonourahle friend MY Mitro has 
giveii liofiee (‘nines within the .unhif of either of those sections? 

Sir d is not open m this Tlonse to suggest amendments here and now. 
T am sum T had not- studied the actual wording of the amendment until 
this morning as T had to go av\a\ to fnleuttn and came up onlv vesterdav 
TneHi'nc Bid T took if for granted and T had n right t take it. for granted, 
that mv friend who took the responsibility for moving an amendment, 
would see that- the amendment did satisfy the requirements of the Vet- 
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Mr. S. C. Mitra: He- has seen it; it is nil righl 

Mr. C. C. Biswas: If it is all right m my fririid’s opinion, then In; need 
nol quarrel witli me lint l am pointing «»n( what l do consider a real 

difficult \ m the way On the merits J h.i\r already staled that i am 

at one with him, hut there is this technical dinculty msing from the Jorni 
of the amendment, and I was going to suggest |oim friends opposite that 
they might so allei the wording <>t ties amendment as to make it clear 
that n is not mock sections )] and B» ot the ln'*al Aei which may la 
reproduced m the other provinces fail side Bengal. Imt ilia; it should he 
possible to provide tor the other matteis as well, which < annnt properly 
com* 1 within the liile inuMiii; powers •>! M'cfmm II and Id I am <j1111« 
debate Sir th.ii s ( , lat a* any r.iie a.s the tiisj pari ot this amendment 
is concerned, thi payment ol i ravelling allow .mkcs cannot possihls hi 

bronchi mule 1 section ii .,»• sect•*> i:» \s a matt. r «>l act I will remind 
m\ mend AI ?* Miti.i ilnn there .s a provision m ’he B< mril Act for the 
payment *>t certain .iHowanos to the * .milms oi these deleting 'That i< 

dealt v nh m a separate section, and is not let! i<> he <*o\ -red by rules 

tint mn\ he li.mied eithei illicit? sirli«m II mah"* sect an Id So. if 
it is a question ot the panneni ot am allow .m< • s, ili.it must he the sub¬ 
ject-matter oi a specific provision h» that t fleet Mi Muia want- 14> add 
at the end oi . l.n..s, *j tin words, and tin . lie- sliall iiudiidc provision , 
etc The phrase * the rules necessarily nn ans rub- which are referred 
to m the proviso, and lln-v ..re rules undei seetinn li and section Id 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: Mm Motion II provides t,, r p. nodical visits 

Mr. C. C. Biswas: M\ H nnourahle friend will kindk look at section I I 

“Tin* Lnoil Co\tM*nu‘ia •'li di. Lv i.idcc m \nitmu i|i|hhhi mu h |himiii- .1- u 
thinks fit »o 1011-t it ill i* Vinting CoinmiMcp* f..r * 1 m* |uir|i<»-e- nf (las Ad .uni *l\ib l.s 
rule- pre-M.^n* ilu» hau 1 pmis wlmli iJm-< < 'oinmntpps -hall p>\piri-p 

So ;his siih-sedion speaks t) 1 rules prescribing the functions wlmdi these; 
Visiting t’oimmtiees an* to perloim Then th. in xt suh-seet imi says' 

1 I'll. -sti.i 11 plM\nlc h t ])| , I , »I.,||| e \t |K . i f '<*l i->.' in 

Thai iceans nenorheal \ 1 - 1 h to he n.ud h\ members ot these Visiting 

CominitiP's to these persons The\ do not contemplate wsits h\ rela¬ 
tions ol thc.se detenus, end I do not suppose relations oi detenus will 
constitute the Visilmg Committees It the words were simpk “rules shall 
provide" that would lie different Bui the word- ate 'such rules", and 
t»n \ must mean rules rci erred to n subsection (/) and ilu* rules in sub¬ 
section (I) can only he rules pi escribing the timet'ons whieli file Visiting 
Committees shall exercise That is im interpretation of this section, and 
T am quite sure my lawyer friends will al once see that I am not far 
wrong That is the position Then Tore, i! there is no chance of moving 
an amendment now m such a form as to secure the objects which this 
amendment has in view, there «c*t*ms to me ia» tuber alternative open to 
us hut to accept an assurance from tin* Honourable {He Finnic* Member in 
this recard And there is another practical reason whv I suggest that 
we should he better advised in accepting such assurance Suppose ibis 
amendment is put to the vote and lost. If we on this side of the House 
can be sure that we shall not he defeated, then 1 would most certainly say, 
go to the lobby on tins issue and carry it. Hut if there is a risk of its 
being defeated, we shall only make our position worse bv challenging a 
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division, bee:its" C \\r i•• l\« ii t»• tlii \<>t.* and l<»-.t* it, it *v\ii] he open to tin* 

(tovermin•!i« aid-> to ]m mi. \«i tli* 1 u*«’i>rd and su\ \ \ » ', yA \\\<» Hovwve d\d 

not accept it sit sill hut b\ im \nh- tumid r down M\ triends mn\ uov 
agree with me, hut I atn taking ;i pneijral view oi the m-lter: and there¬ 
fore l surest that if there is no practical ccrtamtv ot our iirnijr rthle 1o 
earry it, it u nmeli hotter to leave th" matter iher«* and to ac cept the 
assurance • ii the Home Momhei (t 1 cm “What ah ait interviews?”| 

As regard*- in 4 "nami\\«* should :.• '-i. a*l\ tor a definite as-ammoe in that 
beliali. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Smgh f\Iii/aftarpur •///;» ( hu-ipai.iii \on Muhun- 
liitirlanj K,i the proposition of rm TJnnnimiblo f’*mr,d t}to Mover of thi* 
.•meaidmonl is s ( » t mmciiHv re,*,'•on.il/*• tli.it, 1 do n t Hunk >t -lionld haw 
he,*n fnfi• ia m• lor i lie t J*.\ernnmm to accept it Mv Honoiir.ibh friend 
Mr Biswas has just said that as a measure of practical polities, ue shoni i 
not press this motx.M to a d \ >ion I do not know whither mv Honour- 
aid ln.-nd the Moi i t ot tln^ UK t a in ha- ,m\ 'iitention oi pressing this 
mo 1 i.»n to a div isiuii 1 * i i\e not mv >, m.ide u | > no muid a lief her or cot 
it is better to press n to a division Tin** is a muioi in itttr. Apart from 
lint th* 1 arm ieni o! *i-, IInuuiii.ddi trend dr as comes to this 

tint |hm :him oi I o tin-, :. i* t f i« >i i it wjl 'Halt .j |. , j impr< ssion 

Mr. C. C. Biswas: On ■ j <_• nt • >j nm-ond « vpi.iii.itmu Sir. tli.it h 

no. what 1 stated 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: I am gmd t<> have this u>Mir<mc • from im 
Honourable Iriend Th.»sr ot is -v li > an opposed lo tin. principle of this 
fhll can on that account si\ that e* this House, constituted a*- t is, is not 
likelv to a«*eepi i i ■ \ a 1 1 k 1 1 « ii i u 111 w in. Ii opposed 1,\ the CJovernmenl wo 

- III I'lld tin !• loll not pn -S out n.ot I. Ills 

'I lie sj.vopd pa it oi t|rs m< .t -i in nlates to tin 1 1 product). .n a 1 ' tar as 
t«i i,t le.ihh* ot Ihng.d »* »tn • it auis i- pccialh a- regaid*. diet anu l he mannoi 
ni rooking thi mod I a.e dlaid th.il ill the matter ot I’epioduet ion of 
I >t »._'•!! < oil. I It lolls as l i*L o'd » loorl it W ill ll.it b" <pi>t" O' -s'1.1,. * . r. pjodu. e 
n tint pan ot th" ennnirv l mean Deoh the conditions tti*u obtain m 
Bengal I lian tia\ell"d i opsiderahlv m tint p o* 1 - 1 1 u e imtiv, m 

I la (put alia and in Central India In tact 1 ha\ •* mxseit motored down 
from \asirahad through Deoh on to Ihmdi and m Kotah I quite agree 
w dIi the pa tme-..me description given lo m\ Honourable friend Mr Svkos 
with reg.ud to the spoil ion o{ Heoh Hut then* is one dilheultv in the 
wax There m an absence m tlru part ol the countiv of large sheet* of 
water tank* and bur river* Thai makes t:I impossible for a plentiful 
sip ni* . I fish wlnrh is an 'ndi-petis.ihlc it"m of diet for a Bcng.ilj '‘’his is 
an impediment m the wav ot the reproduction of Bengal condition* if the 
detenus are Iran let red to Bcdi. 

With regard M the first part of the pinpositioti. that travelling allow¬ 
ances should he paid lo the near relations of the detenus. I think the 
proposition is cxtreinelv fair and reasonable. If these detenus had not 
been transferred to a distant part of Ihr countrv. cut off from their pro¬ 
vincial and familv associations, the near relatives of those detenus would 
have had easv facility to visit those detenus; but since they are being tom 
off from their province, and taken to a distant part of the country, and 
the punishment of deportation is being added to the punishment of in¬ 
carceration, so far as these detenu* are concerned, it is only fair and 
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reasonable that the travelling allowances ut their near relatives should he 
borne by the Government We have uot seen the rules whieh my Honour¬ 
able friend 'the Home Member has already, prepared. I do not know 
whether a provision like that exists m any of the rules; blit I would not 
like to trust either the Government ol India or the Local Government ot 
.Bengal or any other authority in the matt *** ot framin'; rules suitable to 
the requirements of the situation I am therefore of opinion that prov, 
sion for the grant of irnvellng allow .nice to the near relations oi the 
detenus, and the reproduction, as far .is possible, of the renditions which 
obtain ill Bengal in the place. Deoli, or am other place where they limy 
he transferred, must be incorporated m this measure With these lew- 
words I support the proposition. 

Tin* Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till 'Iweniy Minutes Bast Two 
of the Clock. 


The Assembly re-assembled alter Lunch at Twenty Minutes Past Two 
ol the Clock, Mr President m the Chair. 


Sir Cowasji Jehangir: Mr President, my inend Mr Biswas vuis, as l.ir 
as I could understand him. clearh in favour rl the principle of the amend* 
ment moved by my friend Mr Miir.i He realised that the detenus who 
nere removed to other provinces for the convenience of the Government 
of Bengal, should he treated, as far as possible, in the same wav t\> they 
would have been treated in Bengal with regard to food and other amenities 
of life, but he appeared to me to have some legal diflicultv, and since he 
is a lawvcr and 1 am n layman. T am in some diflicultv 

Mr. K. Ahmed fHnjshahi Division Muhammadan Bural) What 
is the meaning of reproduction? What do \ou mean by amenities of hfe‘> 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: Thi re is another law\er interruptim r Perhaps 
he will give his opinion to this Honourable House on the legal point raised. 

T tun not a lawver, and we look forward to hU legal assistance and 
opinion. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissi Division* Non-Muhammadan) We will bear bun 
later. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: Thfre are two principles raised in the nmeivf- 
ment ■ one is that the detenus should get- the same food as the\ get in 
Bengal, and the other is that Government should give facilities for their 
relations to visit the detenus, in whatever part of India thov may' be, bv 
giving these relatives train fares. With regard to food, T think the Honour¬ 
able the Home Member on the hast occasion gave us clearly to understand 
that Government were prepared to moot this side of I he House with regard 
to such amenities as this side of the House thought necessary, and so far 
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as 1 remember now,—I Lave not got bis speech before me—he actually 
read out some draft rules in which it was provided that Bengali cooks would 
be provided, and that the supervision of the prison would be under a 
gentleman who was accustomed to Bengal conditions. But with regard 
to railway fares, the Honourable the Home Member seemed to have some 
difficulties. Well, Sir, I will, therefore, confine my remarks to tin’s point. 
After all, these detenus are being removed from Bengal for the conveni¬ 
ence of tin* Government of Bengal, and if that is so, 1 do not see v\ liy the 
Bengal Government should not be made to pav the railway fare to a 
reasonable number of relatives of the detenus specially because these 
detenus may be sen! hundreds and hundred-* of miles away from Bengal. 
It. would be a cheeseparing policy on the part of the Bengal Government 
to object to it When they ask the Government of India to approach this 
House to assist them and their administration, I cannot help thinking 
that this demand on the part of Honourable Members on this side of the 
n House is more than justified, and T do not think that either the Govorn- 
1 men! of India or the Government of Bengal should raise any objection to 
i the expenditure .... 

Mr. K. Ahmed: What about \our Retrenchment Committee 9 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: There is always a limit for retrenchment, and if 
mv friend is so very keen about retrenchment, perhaps he will look a 
little nearer home for retrenchment than for a purpose of this sort 

Mr. K. Ahmed: That k exactK the point 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: At any rate. Sir, 1 think we art* all agree.] that, 
t is a reasonable demand to make 

Then, with regard to the legal point raised hv im friend. Mr. Biswas, 
that the amendment ought to have been in some other clause of the 
IV11 


Mr C. C. Biswas: Some other form. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: or in some other form Well, frying to look 

into it from a layman’s point of view. T find that section 13 of the local 
Act reads ns follows: 

“Tin* Local CmvoniniiMit mav make rule- pio\ulinc f or llu* procedure to W followed 
o aiding the not if>« .itinn of ro-idenoo and report to the pel* re l>v poisons in iv> 
w't of "limn ovdois luve Loon made undo** «eet»on ? and t’iv {be pl«i< »• and manner 
»f t iitlndv of all persons'* 

Vow, tlie words, '‘manner of cuslod\ of all person-*’ wide cover 
.\er\thing Bi.’t in' friend Mr Mitr.i has nrovded for in the amendment: 
md * v \ * * n if section 13 is to be canned out hv the ’Provwn*i , ‘l Government. 
»v (be* Gn\ eminent of India according to wherever the detenus uv -~ent, 
ihe\ could frame rules even under section 13 in virtue* ->f tfio expression 
“maimer of ciistodv*’ so as to provide for rail wav fares and nthe 1 * «inani¬ 
ties of life required hv mv friend Afr Afitrn “Rut not being a uwver. T 
w'jikl natnrnlB depend upon the advice md the opinion of the TTononrahle 
the Law Afemhe>* "Perhaps, ho will he able to sh a\v ns come wa\ out of 
# am legal difficulty that may arise. 
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Another point, Air. President. Under clause 2 nl the Bill, the Local 
Government has to make such rules and take such action as the Govern¬ 
ment of Bengal are empowered to take under sections 11 and 18 ot their 
Local Act. but this House has a right, when, considering this Bill, to add 
any other proMsions. or to make am other stipulations with regard to what 
the Local Government should do. or how they should act with regard to these 
detenus, and I, personalh, not having the keen and practised intellect of 
a lavvver, cannot see how the amendment moved by my friend to a Bill, 
not to rules.--to a Bill before flu* Legislating can he out of ord'T Mr 
President, therefore I do hope that Government will accept tin’s amend 
ment It onlv menus the addition of railway fare-* to the undertaking 
already given hv the Honourable the Home Member and (»o\eminent 
should ]>ut it into the Act itself It is safer: it gives more satisfaction 

not onls to this side ot the House hut also to the much wide! public vim 
watch our proceedings; if will not do am harm; on the other hand »t will 
help both the Go\eminent of India and the Bengal Go\eminent In tin 
future, hecaust—\\e do not know-—it nut' happen that the Government 
of Tndia ma\ have to bring a similar Bill he Tore this House at a later 
stage. v 1 


Then. S'ir. there is anothei amendment t<» he moved h\ im fnend Mi 
Alitra which empowers the Government ot India and not the Provincial 
Governments to make these rules and regulations If that is 
and I don t see vvliv thev should not accept it because it is thev who will 
take the responsibility of sanctioning the removal of these detenus from 
Bengal to some other province, and surelv thev should take the responsihi- 
1 it\ for framing rules ff thev frame rules, then it will he for tins Honour¬ 
able House to see that thosor rules are carried out to the snfLf.udion of 
both this Honourable House and the Government 


Mr. K. Ahmed: What was the Central -Tml Committee's report of 
1020 ’ 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: I trust that Goverimu nt will accept both tin 
amendments—this one and flit 1 one that Government should make rules, 
and if thev are accepted. I can see no legal difficulty m the matter .it all. 
It vvtll give* complete satisfaction, and it will also help this Bill io pass 
lo-dav. let us hope, before you Mr President, adjourn tins House 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen (Presidency Illusion Non-Muhammadan 
Bural) Although I am opposed to the principle of the Bill m am form. 1 
rise to support the amendment moved by m\ Honourable friend Mr. 
Alitra on the principle that something is better than nothing. Knowing 
as we do the attitude of the Government, we can say that the Govern¬ 
ment w ill try to have the Bill passed with the least possible modifications, 
although the Bill was opposed bv almost all the elected Members who 
spoke on the last occasion except one or two who onlv lent their half¬ 
hearted support to this Bill Sir Cowasji Jehangir on the last occasion 
and also in his speech which lie delivered just now, has made it clear that 
the Bill max he passed onlv on condition that the Government, will "omply 
w ifh the legitimate demands of this House The Honourable the Law 
Member gave us an assurance, and the Honourable the Home Member 
also gave that assurance on the last occasion as w’-cll as this morning, but. 
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Sir, we are no believers in assurances, because the Honourable Members 
may not be here, and also they may change tlieir views at am tune 11 
they mean that these assurances will be observed, then it is best that they 
should clearly put them into writing in the Statute-book. My Honourable 
friend Mr Uiswas has nosed a legal issue tb.it there are legal difficulties 
in the way of making provision tor the interview* 

Mr. C. C. Biswas: Oil a point ol pt-rsomd explanation. Sir. That is not 
what I had statid I did not suggest that there, was any h gal difficulty 
in making a provision of that kind; what 1 did suggest was that the form 
in which Mr. Mitra had iramed li v amendment would not permit ot its 
bring don< 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen: However, then- is some ddhcultv .**-cord¬ 
ing t f * ymir view My I b au.urable fr.cnd Sir Cowasji Jelmngir has met 
that issiii’ in .in adimrabh manner, bc-ause ihe words ’in i-iiht ot 
custody" ai'c tin i»*. wliali are w ale enough toi making all thrsr pri)% isions. 
it these mtemews and provision tor d»»*t and other reipnrement ^ an held 
to he hgilmijft and piopei. tlun then cannot be ail' objection t«» pacing 
this .imendniciit It h tic 1 Government who have, at tin ir swed will, 
tliougin fit t«* snatch awav these unfortunate voting men from their home*, 
and 'i i" only reasonable that the (iovernment should pav for the travelling 
expenses of the relations of ihe-r men Then* *s no doubt about tin tact 
that sueli interviews are neeessarv, because a prolonged separation from 
their nearest and dearest relations will certamlv tell upon their mental 
condition This is onL a rational view, and this lias been recorded bv one 
o! I be geiitlenien who lias given their opinions on tins Hill As to the 
lega* point that has been raised I understand that my Honourable Iriend 
Mr S .(' Sen will aigue that point I am not a lawver, but i shall 
give uni «nil \ a lav man’s point < »f view 1 would cite only the ntoverb. 
"Where then* is a will then* is a wav *' and if von cannot devise wa\s 
and means for making -nch a legitimate provision, it is all the more 
reason whv this Hill should he thrown nut If >011 cannot do that, there 
is no reason whv vnu should pass it at any cost We should always re- 
memhei that then* are some brilliant men among these unfortunate 
detenus and they mu*f not bo thrown to the* dogs Thev certainly 
deserve sonu* consideration from this House With these words. I support 
the amendment 

Mr. S 0. Sen (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce Indian Com¬ 
merce). I also support the amendment We have had some academic 
discussion about tile legality and construction of the amendment moved 
by m\ Honourable friend Mr. Mitra What 1 * the amendment 0 The 
amendment is simply this, that in exercising the powers conferred by 
sections 11 and 13 of the local Act, the Local Government should dj 
some further acts in the light of the amendment suggested by Air. Mitra. 
Is it contended that if these detenus had not been transferred outside 
Bengal, the Bengal Government eould not have, under sections 11 and 13 
of the Act, made provision similar to that which Mr. Mitra now* seeks to 
embody in the Bill? I do not think that that would ever be the conten¬ 
tion raised hv my Honourable friend Mr. Biswas. His contention k 
that under section* 11 and 1.3 of the local Act von cannot provide for thi*- 
matter the same being in his opinion outside the scope of those sections. 
I do not agree with him there Section 13 a* has been pointed out by 

d 2 
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Cowasji Jcbmigir, is wide enough to include everytiling on the. luce 
< i tin* earth. As a matter of fact, under the term “manner of custody”, 
</\ei\tmno lias been provided Jor. Tile detenus Iiave even to aalaam the 
superior officers. Tlie detenus are punished under the Jail Code for alleged 
offences under the Jail Code which do not apply to them at all. And this 
is a sight which you see every day in Beugal. So, if the words “manner 
of c ustody can include all these things, surely they can also include 
provision for payment ot expenses to the relations of the people w T ho have 
been detained. 

Mr. C. C. Biswas.* But which Local Government would pay the expenses 
in that case * 

Mr. S. C. Sen: lliat is not ,i matter with which \\r are concerned. 
That is lor tin* Imperial Government , it is a matter ot arrangement 
between the Government in whose custody tin* detenus will he placed and 
the Bengal Go\eminent That is no concern with us,— who will pay. 
Does the Bill provide for the payment of cost of these detenus when they 
are detained in the Deoli jail? Does it provide lor that** All w r e know’ 
is that the Bengal Government will have to pay the cost, by arrangement 
which they will make with the Local Government in whose jurisdiction 
the people are to he detained That L a matter of internal arrangement 
which we have nothing whatever to do with here All we can say is this, 
that under the rule-making powers conferred l>\ sections 11 and Jft of 
the local Act. which will now’ under the proviso to clause 2 of the Bill 
h' 1 exercised bv the Local Government of the province in which the jail 
is situated—rules should be made—which rules should provide for the 
various items referred to in the amendment suggested b\ Mr Mitra. 
That is the point. Apart ffrom that, supposing these 1 matters do not 
come within the purview’ of sections 11 and 1ft. surely if tin' Legislature 
provides that these matters should he introduced into the rules, such 
proviso will govern the on ,r i?r*l seel ions 11 and 1ft. That is tin 1 ordinary 
rule of construction of everv Statute ITnder these circumstances 1 <1 > 
not think fhor»* is nnv substance in Mr Biswas' argument. It is merely 
an academic discussion which we have had here \s regards the merits 
of the matter I fidlv agree with the views expressed bv Sir Cowasji 
Tehangir and also bv Mr. Mitra 

As regards the second portion, there n n«> dispute between us and 
Government The Honourable Sir James Crerar on the last, occasion gave 
his solemn assurance in this House that proper recommendation and 
proper arrangements for food would be made by him I do not know 
whether there will be provision for fans as in the European wards of 
Delhi and Lahore These men have not been convicted bv a court of 
law. and if the persons convicted could have these amenities. T do not 
see whv the same concession cannot be extended to these voung men in 
the frying climates of Northern Tndin in the summer. As regards the 
question "of payment of expenses to the relations of the detenus who 
inr\ come i , visit them - on the last occasion i1k> Honourable Die Home 
Member said that, this matter required further consideration, as he did not 
think that public money could be spent on an object like this. When 
these detenus are transferred, it is done at the public expense, and if the 
Government of Bengal could have the luxury of sending these men to a 
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remote pail of the country, surely they should also bear tin expense of 
the* relations of the detenus. 1 therefore entreat the Government to con¬ 
sider this matter and 1 support the amendment 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan (Nom nated Non-Oiie*>.d) Sir. I 
see some Members are pressing the Government tor the com torts oi tlu 
d< tcnir bin when the Army is Iwliamsed will jfiev not also pre^s the 
Govemment to :p\c tin* same comforts to tin* Bengali officers and clerks ’ 
Will they not also sav Dial the Indian officers should not be sent to such 
and sueh parts ol the Indian Km pi re, because the climate does not suit 
them 0 (.iu Honourable Member “"But th<*\ are not in jail.") In tie 
previous discussion they asked for the remove! of discomforts. \nw, they 
want ail comforts Well there must be some difference between nrdmurv 
prisoner* and suspects From my point of view the chief object is to 
er. <!ic;.fr r**vo|idincur\ movements and ievolutiom«r\ ideas from the 
count?** and ii i* W'th that object that flu* detenus ,ir»* talon into jail 
If i he IToiis,* accept* fhi pruicipb tliat revolut inn.ir * id* as are not useful 
to the count r\ then those v ho take part m them should not be in veil s*» 
mam facilities and comforts a* one in\rs to lus *<msN If we yivc all 
comfort-, it would -.inipl* iridireefh cm nurayr ernecs. while tlu* object 
of the IMI is to d'scourau'o and eradw ate that spirt from the country 
Tlu Law Member and tin* Hnnourahh the Home Mtinber have said that 
if there are hardships winch art mlmman. the' should be removed, but 
w« should not entertain tliest detenus a- honoured truests and we should 
not stippl\ them all the facilities and comforts winch Omeminent supplier 
to Honourable Members of the LoinMature These political detenus are 
connected with crimes which shake law and order Tlu*\ are not suspected 
for ordinarv er inns, but of an open treason and revolution This one 
of the worst forms of crime and (host- Honom d>le Members who are reallv 
ML r *inst this sort of crime should not irivc enc*airncreiiirnt to the detenus 

Mr. B. Das: Win d *»n't \ou take them to Peshawar and shoot them 0 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan: To remove tlc*^ people from then* 
countrv is :t vorv ijochI principle Their relations and supporters must 
ha\e no means of communieat me: with them If these nohtieal susuoc 1 * 
are in their own country, thov liave hundreds of means of communication 
inside and outside the pul. (Mr *S. C. Mitra “Very fine disemlim- ”) 
Tlu* warders arc all Indians *md the relations and friends oi the detenus 
have .■ regular means id communication For instance packets ol opium, 
t-ohnee o and other forbidden tliimrs have heen *ound inside the jail with 
the prisoners, and this is a thim/ whi<*h k not allowed 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen: N that the issue befiav the Hou-e-- 
whether the prisoner* should In removed to other jails or not* 1 

Mr. President: Tin* V till deals with the removal nt the detenus to other 
parts of India 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan: »Vrsonull\ Su* ! think it would 
be much better for the Government and for the counts at lame that 
several islands should be selected out of India (Laughter' where, accord¬ 
ing to the climatic conditions of each province, the prisoners, may he sent 

Mr. 0. 0. Biswas: What does m\ Honourable friend think of our having 
a session of the Assembly in the Andamans 0 (KuuehterA 
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Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan: The Keeping of tin* prisoners in 
their own province is more injurious from the political point of view and 
from tilt' point of view of tin* real object to he aimed at, nmnelv, to 
reino\e and eradicate the spirit <>1 the re\olutionar\ mentality 

Mr. B. Das: Sir, 1 think mv I loiiourahle friend, tin* Home Member, 
must ha\e been feeling \er\ imcrmjnrt.ible in !ik seat while the last 
speaker was speaking Sir i know m\ 11.*n./in*.il>ii* friend from the North- 
West front let IVovnnr has gut a subvention oJ a erore of rupees from 
the tiovernment of India, and naturullv, lie mint give his support at .mv 
time and even time to am ni" imhv that tlie (loMrnment o| India w.mt 
to see through m this Houst (Lauglit er > Now. mv Inend talks of 
polite a I detenus ,is ‘eiumnaU I am reall\ surprised at that' If fhev 
ar* criminals then the tloxerrnmnt have tailed in their dulv m not tmng 
them bv tIn* nrduian laws and in detaining tlu*in mdefimtelv . and also 
if fliov are criminals. there are certain sv stems of jail rules under wlneh 
criminals are governed The (invcriuiicnt of India here are not onlv 
punishing these sons of Bengal hv removing them from their countr\. hut 
hv compelling tin m to live under different phvsieal conditions entailing 
great hardships, soth.it I should call this double punishment, such as no 
civilized (loveminent should adopt Mv Inend described to us the 
amenities of the Booh jail When however, we h» n» , d ihe Honourable Mr 
Nvkes last evening and this morning we thought that Beoli was a dangerous 
place where the people o{ Bengal. aeeustomed to tin mild temperate 
climate of Bengal, would he living under verv difficult conditions, and 
lm friend wants lhat these so-called criminals should he deprived of 
proper food even at Beoli Sir. I am surprised, and T thml if m\ f* lend 
become* the Home Member of the North West frontier Province, then I 
pitv mv friend Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan and his triends The\ will all 
he deported probably to Orissa (Laughter ) "But what I want to make 
clear before 1 the "House is that- 1 w holehearfedlv support flic amendment 
moved b\ mv friend Mr Mitra Winn 1 interrupted mv Honourable 
friend Mr Biswas - and 1 know m\ triend is ,i big lavvver - In pointed 
out a legal diffieultv. but the amendment which m\ friend. Mr Alitra. 
ha; brought forward does not violate the principles of the "Rill If suggests 
the introduction of certain clauses hv which better amenities will In avail¬ 
able for these prisoners and their relation- who would visit them Win. 
I ask, should not the Honourable the TTonn- Wemhcv accept il f) I would 
like to hear the view’ of the Honourable the Law Member as to what he 
thinks of this amendment which im friend All* ATitra has moved— 
whether it is nof possible 1 , not practicable under the practice and procedure 
of this House that such an amendment can he introduced into this Bill 
and also a further amendment in the jail rules could be introduced. Sir, 
to me it is quite possible, and most of us on this side of tin 1 House think 
it is possible If the Government, hv their majorifv of supporters, go 
against all canons of decency and justice, then, even if we are defeated, 
nevertheless the Government will be in the wrong 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: Mr. President tbe questions which 
have come under review on this amendment have already occupied ft 
very great part of flic attention of the House Indeed it is matters of 
this kind against which T think at least two-thirds of the whole of the 
debates fluring the many davs over which they have extended have been 
directed; and T am very well aware, and I am verv fully prepared to 
recognize, that on these matters many Honourable Afombers opposite 
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irrl very «Iim* pj\ ; and I think I have already, in my previous ovser- 
vatiGiis, on this aspect of the question, shown that, T do mysclt very 
deeply appreciate the current of feeline on these suhjf cts ori the Benches 
opposite, and that 1 am anxious to go as far .is I think is reasonable 
.md practical^ to meet* them (Applause). arid, therefore, when I have to 
express mv »vgret that I am unable to accept this amendment- (Ironical 
Opposition (’heers), I hope Honourably Members upposili will at the 
same time ri cogm/e that I do not wish to witlidraw any the* assurances 
1 have previously given on several points bearing on this amendment 
in the "urlier "laces ol the debate But 1 have .i very strong preliminary 
<■!»,•*• f ion to tin amendment, because it i- pel feetlv plain that it dots 
impoit matter into the Statute which ha- been hitherto and ought h> 
he, regui.iteJ In mles or by executive instruct ions This Bill. Sir. is a 
stipph mentnrv Bill and in the local Act which it supplements specific 
pio\ isi in has been nude tor rule-nuking powers and it is within the 
unhit f those powers that tlii" supphmentir\ Bill is intended to make 
siippleiia ntarv provisions 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: Ma\ I poim out Sir that the l«.t.d Act does 
not conieinplate the (htcims being sent out of the Presidency? The 
local Act onlv contemplates the detenus remaining in Bengal: and thoro- 

f oie the rules contemplated under the local Act can onlv refer to the 

d< feinis i * main mg m B< ngnl 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: 1 (put.- ..ppreeinte tin- Honourable 
gentleman's point AIv point was that then* are certain specific matftTS 
which .his amendment would seek to regulate hv rule and v liich vmtati% 
rhiitunilis i lie local Act ntiginallv provided for not* b\ Statute but* by 
rule I llimk that ilie)e is prohablv a good ileal of uib&bmee in what 

m\ 11 on<airaltie ii'ieiid «»ppiKiie. Mr Bisw.is, urged ,i- regards the +urm 
■ it' this miriidiiii'iii and I think it would rai«.e verv serious difficulties so 
•ar -is 11 s rniTirt apfdie.it mn .md lnterpn t.ition are concerned Blit T 
* If» not propose to rely on that particular argument T rolv in the first' 
instance on what 1 must reg.ud is the impropriety and meonvmiencc 
. ndenvnurmg to import into the Statute what normally and n" rvcrv 
.•oiisideiatinp of e-invenii net* and propri* t\ should he -*naeted h\ vule 

J fiass on now. Sir, to the points ot suhstanc* involved As lias 

a pm been pointed out by more than oik* Honourable gentleman, 
so tai as points «»•’ substance and of merits are concerned, 
attention was concentr ded upon two main issues. The first v as that 
proper arrangeim ms -night to lu made bv rule to ensure that llie condi¬ 
tions ol detention m the province of tiansfer should be as little onerous 
as was consistent with the circumstances On that point 1 did give, on 
i previous occasion, the fullest assurances which were adhered to by the 
Honourable Member opposite, and more particularly b\ mv Honourable 
friend from Bombay. Sir Co\vfl«ii Jehangir. Lost there should be any 
doubt- on the matter. T should like pist briefly to recapitulate what I 
did say * 

I am asked if we .no prepared to -rive an a-uraiue io the Hou-e ih.i' i r this 
Hill is passed and detenus are transferred from Bengal it* other provinces everv en¬ 
deavour will l-e made to reproduce as far as niav he pr.n ticahle the conditions obtain¬ 
ing in Bengal in respect, of diet and m re-pen of othei nmditions of detention Well, 
T am perfectly prepared to give that assurance in the most express term- -so far 
,i< detention in places which are centrally administered areas is concerned. I give 
mv Hononrahle friend a perfectly clear assurance that rules will he drawn up, -as a 
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niatt-or of fact they are now in proirtis oj heme: drawn nj>.—vvlueli will give oflecl to 
those conditions Those rule* will he notified h\ the lof.il authoiity and they will 
he re}»fodnced m the (i.i/etle of India; and 1 laay siy Hi *1 so !'a»‘as the prop- sed 
cainp at- Dcoli in the -Ajmer proximv I s * concerned. e\eri step is> being tahen to see 
that tlio>e conditions will he secured An officei ami tomed to deal with Bengiih*- 
w T ill be in charge, assisted by another officer from the | ro\ im e <d‘ 11etig.il Bengali 
cooks will l»e supplied, -that point was specifically brought forward.-and as far as 
possible the die* to which Bengalis ;i re accustomed will he pioMcled A dean.-1- 
medical arrangements are being made a- w«*ll as ai rangements for pi open e\erei-c 
and recreation, nidoo] and oul-dooi games, ,i library, leaduig l.iahties and m» on 1' 
there is anythin” m addition to lhe-e anything which h is aiisen m the course* ni tin 
present discussion, or any suggestion that may heiealte’ he- coinuiiinic ated t<» .o*' h\ 
•ni' llonoiirahle Mein! m»i I shell oe \eiy glad to coiisidei it in the fiatnmg d tlie 
rules " 

I \m! 1 mid thill (hat ofiii is still open, li any suggestion made In 

me 1)\ mi\ Tfunoiirihh M< inhcr with regard to the rules which are im\v 
approaching the form of n final dm if 1 should ho very glad to g'M 
consider.*'!ion to it For < xamplc. :m 1 lonourable Member spoke about- 
the provision of electric fans The provision of elect rie fans at IVoli is 
not possible, because there is no electric power at that place But T nni 
epute prepared to make a provision for pinikhm s during the hot weather 
for these detenus The other matter that was mentioned was the question 
of the gram of travelling allowance. On that point on a former occasion 
T was quite specific 

Sir, it has been suggcsUt' i hot tlie.se transfers are made merely lor 
the coincidence of the Government of Bengal. I should like to remind 
the -House that it- is not merely a question ot the eomemence of a 
Prownci.il (io\ eminent, but it is a question ol making what we regard 
and what they regard its an important provision in the interests of public 
security. T have already explained ibat. so lav as interviews are concerned, 
il Inis neen suggested that the objection was to deny all interviews to the 
detenu* beyond Bengal That is not the ease But I cannot under¬ 
take. as T said before, that the Gu\eminent of Bengal should be under 
miv statutory obligation to make payments which will have to he dotra\od 
by the tax-payers of Bengal in what is essential^ a private interest. 
Such facilities have never been asked for before and tho\ were nol pro¬ 
vided for in the previous Supplementary Act which supplemented a 
previous Local Act. Tt- is not an obligation which any Government in 
any part of India has been prepared to accept, and T think that I should 
not he behaving properly if I accepted that statutory prescription for the 
Government of Bengal. Apart from that, all my assurances stand good. 
Therefore, when it is urged upon rru* that T ought to agree to the inclusion 
of these provisions in the Statute in order that there may he n security 
that my assurances in due course will be honoured by my successor, T 
think that the House and the Honourable gentleman opposite will recognise 
that that is not an argument which can be expected to weigh very heavily 
with me. No assurance which has been given in such specific terms as 
I have given on this occasion has ever boon given by the Government of 
India and not been fulfilled and this assurance will equallv be ful¬ 
filled. Therefore, I repeat once more that while I appreciate the feeling 
which has underlain the speeches of nrinny Honourable Members opposite 
and T will he walling to go as far as if reasonable for me to do so 
I do not think that the amendment moved by the Honourable gentleman 
is one which T can properly accept, and T regret T must oppose it 
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Honourable gentleman is one whirl* \ e o\ pvoperk accept and I regret 
1 must oppose it. 

Mr. President: ri.o question is • 

“That In < l;in2 Ihe followinu In* .»«1«1» d .il 111«* i nd 

‘and the nilt* 4 . shall include provision fo> eiv.nf id t'avcRin.: alio ijii'i ^ 1o th 
)('lations oi 1 In* del etui- twice . vr.it foi oiteiview a»*d jdi.d! i'-o provide fo»‘ re- 
piodiic t ion. as lar .!> pi.n t kmI* 1'*. ot Reim.il toi,di ,, »n- -|mm i.dL i 1« lt«*< tdiet and 
the rn.iniier of < ool mg the tood’.” 


The Assembly divided: 

A YES—43. 
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Mr. S. C. Mitra: Sir. 1 beg in move’ 

* That m tin* piovibO to viause 2 I’oi ilit* words L'mimim; with tin* words LvU 
(iovvriirnvnt ol tin* prm imv’ ,:nd «»n*lwith :lu* words ‘Ioi.il ofticisil (Ja/.ette,’ the 
lolldwmg hr substituted 

(iti\ri nmoul ol India .mil thr uilrs madr oy itic* tiovrriminit ot India in .'\i'n in> 
ol Mii’Ji powers .shall hr published in ihr Utr.'tU iw hit/ in' ” 

Tin- purpose ol this amendment is th.it those rules should In* made 

not hv Local Governments lo whose jurisdiction these detenu^ wdl be 

transferred, ms conteiuphited in ihis Mill, but tliai these rules should bo 

framed by the Govermiimi ol India themselves If I have heard the 

Ilonoui.dde the Home Member correct !v he s.ud that the Government 
ol India were training the rules It so l do net know whv tlu \ impose 
upon the Local Government the dut\ of promulgating and publishing 
the rules trained h\ (io\eminent of India in then g i/otte Sonar of 
these Local (Jovernments will ie.dl\ not be m a position to Ir.mie tide- 
for the eonduet and eoiProl of thest* deiemis Thi'\ will have to depend, 
more or less on the standard rules that htain :n Bengal md if am body 
else is lo supervise these rules, il should In the Government of India 
and not tin particular Local Government jo whose provinei tin se 
detenus might he transferred I <lo not kis.w what the attitude of tin 
Government of Tndia might he. hut I think it \ 1mm learnt am lesson 
from ilie Honourable Sit James (’rerat it is that that- immovable 

gentleman will remain unmoved and lie will not nn ept anv iiasonahle 
amendment that mav be moved h\ tin*- side of the House 1 appeal 

to the House to consider that m ihis amendment T merely ask that the 
rules should he made In the Government <>f India so that tin- House 

mav also have some cunt ml ovei tlioM* rules Then were so maiiv 

appeals from this side of the House In the Honourahh the Home Member 
to circulate those rules T have not heard what objection the Honourable 
tlie Home Member has to bring those rule-, within the purview ol criti¬ 
cism of the Members of tin's House The statutory rule*, made under 
this Act should not remain confidential I do not understand whv these 
rules should not ho criticised hv this House M\ purpose in moving 
this amendment is that if these rules .uv made by the Governmi nl of 
India, this House will have occasion P> sec In y\ f.u those rules are 
reasonable and how far thin come up to the assurances given hv the 
Honourable the Home Member Furtler the till* - rent Lord Govrn- 
menfs will not be in a position reallv to make am rules They shall have 
to follow Hu* rules suggested hv the Government of Bt nga* With (lies** 
words I commend imv arm ndment for tie* accept.inei of the House 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: Air IVsident, I thought 1 had 
alreadv made my position clear with regard to st itutory rules. So far 
ns rules made in respect of any place of deft ntion which may be in 
centrally administered areas, I have already given the House an assurance 
that those rules will be notified hv the local authorities concerned and 
will be published in the Gazette of Indio The same description applies 
to statutory rules made bv other Local Governments. Now the Honour¬ 
able Member argued that the Local Governments other than the Local 
Government of Bengal, would not be in a position to frame rules ade¬ 
quately But T have alreadv given the House an assurance that, our 
general policy in these matters, which T have explained in very great 
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detail on Hus iiml on pr« vi u* occasions, had already been communicated 
to the Local Governments; and T gave the further assurance that if and 
when this Hill is enacted, the attention of the Local Governments will 
he expressly drawn once more to the policy which the Government oi 
India desire to he adopted in tins matter Hut a certain latitude must 
he allowed to Local Governments because local rules may have to provide 
for local conditions, and when a Local Government accepts or is called 
upon to accept a responsibility of this kind, which is certainly a grave 
and serious responsibility, I do submit that they should he given reason¬ 
able discretion m the discharge of their responsibility subject to the 
mam hm-s of policy which I haw explained ] r< gret therefore, that 
1 cannot accept the Honourable Member’s suggestion 

Mr. President: The question is^j 

F’llrC 111 tin |> In • I.IIH 2 *m t Ilf XMiK 1 ' I ■(* JII III 11'.y With I lit* WOllK Lofdl 

‘In • . MtllCllt • 1 1 t n |lt n\ |||i ( ,i! ill iMIii'i,'.' V I'll *1,« V" l<l> l.iw.ll (tffil Ul] (id/Otlt* t lir* 
folldW 111 '_T |K‘ slll*vht»tl»(l 

•»o’i* tilin’! 1 ■» liniu ! I|* • lit# ^ 1 1 * i 1 . * In ( .n\cl h'l’iai' nj Ill'll.I ,T. <*'•’•’< tge 

•*f -leh Iiov I‘|s lull 1.0 p!ll.|l-}'"d jo f It** f,tt 'H< "t /mint 

Tlie motion w.is negatiyed 
Mr. S. C. Mitra: Sir 1 move • 

lii.it to t l.nw* 2 tin* follow m. i, tui’Imm |un\i*n Li .iddod 

Ptr.\nb»ft Mirthfi tli.i pel <•» in <tl #** .ei»n t i •• t. »-! , i'cm.ii*- "li.ill i *■ i-.oli Lv a earn 
miltep «a **1* Iiiiii.tn hi LTid.ii<\• \» in.il, with .1 \:»*v *n m*jhh 1 mi tin* suitability of 
t lir* pl.o V of dl’t ell* toll . 0(1 til*’ _tl" ,|I mtlll’llM ot thtOMI- to tllP (ti i\ Hi 111 *1 (L*l »*)! 1 
ii < 'aim* iT 1 

Nr, I limyi ihm .iMK’iidiiH nt 1 lanigh l know tlia I have no chance of 
irrvmg H I c.mn.it complain wlun gentlemen like im friends Mr. 

bahakumar Sing Dudlmria md Mr (’ ( TJisvv.is who aiv present in the 

Hoik* and n pn -out the <it\ o| I’alcutt.a trom w h eh the largest number 

• >t detenus minis do not i\ n support me hy tlieir \otes Vet T think it a 
nulila duty La me m u tlnse ..mendments and pr» ss on the House 
t tic rt asonahlrni >s ot tins .aneialnient Kven in the rubs there is a pro¬ 
vision tor a -tatntorv \ siting coimmltee If Goyemnieut accept this 
.am liduu tit of mine then this statutory \ Kiting committee ma\ he replaced 
h\ i committef ot this House The conipbrnt was that the special 
'Kitors that are st) ( .<ted an* not the proper nun K\en the ordinary 
non-offa lal |. 1 11 yisifors are noi permuted to see these poltieal detenus 
riu allegation is (pete general and persistent that they choose s( me of 
».a tith-holders ..nd speh people' y\lio are not 1 Ki'lx even to represent the 

• i ne lacts oi the east h>u can a\oid .ill that criticism and the o ection 
mav he matle h\ the process ot single transferable vote h\ which even 
nominated Members. Goyeminent Members, etc . ma\ even get elected 
'»*‘t d will he a h'liini 11 im ol this lloiKe My Honourable friend Di\van 
Tahadur Sarda reminds me that there are no jail visitors in Ajmer Hut 

• niahistand they aie going to select some, lint if the Government fire 
themselves willing to have a comm ttee whv should thev not accept my 
suggestion which is in this amendment that tin yisiting eomnrtteo might 
be a committee of this House, and thus allav puhbe criticism and dis¬ 
content ? 

Sir, T move. 
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Diwan Bahadur A. Raznaswami Mudaliar (Muchas C’it\ : Non-muJum- 
iimclnn Urban): Air President, 1 ha\e taken this oarlv opportunity of 
j’siiiu on this amendment because, bciu*' somewhat unaccustomed latterk 
lo tlie procedure ol this lionet*, i hu\c found tliat. there is no ri^ht ol 
r plv In tho Government at all. In other well-regulated constitutional 
assemblies Go\ei nment make hno,\n I heir point ol view as early as pos¬ 
sible M\ Ilonour.ihle Irtud Sir James Crerur ma\ lau^li at the idea, 
|ml I c ;*ii assure h-m tb.it m no ueiuoer.siu asscmhh will the idea be 
tolerated tiiul a -Member lepresentmi; (iovermneiit ails ti^hl till 20 Mem¬ 
ber'* oi tile House ha\c partaken n t lu* debate and Man <pnet]\ **eis up 
imd pets in the last word 'Thai is not pl«»»the uanu* as I under 

'1 nd eonst ii utlonai jj.'iius Therelmc Sn. it has fallen to iii\ lot to tfei 
m* .u ih*' \ei \ i r»\ to support thi^ amendment I see Iroin 

<- 'tion j* d ihi (Veinal Law \meiulmem Aet. the powers under uhieh 
aie e\tui(kd * *» the Local (mu rnitifiiu or aiithorilie- which have to deal 
with these transferred demniis that 

i IK' (... * I . I 11 s!..*.! 1 1 \ Hill' i l J ■ » • Ii; .1 * .| • ■’ I.l * 11< 1 1 | UM s, i. II t 11111 *. s l 4 

lu uni Man \ 1 -I* i?.«4 (Viuni.f ♦* •*- 

'I ri«* p?opos..| ot •!*» ti lend .Mr \ 1111. i s niii< !\ lhisjh.it sn< l| ■ \ s i 
(imimtUi shal! hr !mi* tlu purpose <»| those detenus, that m tiamferred 

outside th* < IOM iT’iih’Ilt -»1 i ijj,»| a sjM*( I.li ('(imirilttce of tills House He 

has pot, s<» idt* as lux anii iidru'iit s ' mu > nird (hall with t lie ut muer of the 
eoiisl it ui M ./I o{ 11 ■ • I'l-imii ti.-. and t ImiiLrli he Ii i . reteric d to eh*etion h\ the 
single trauslerable \ote, llu accept auee of thu amendment h\ (lovi run milt 
of l»\ am i>*her Membet does not bind it or him to that proposal It ma\ be 
that flu ( oMuo.itei ma\ In a nominated t'nn in tlet nommated |>\ the 
( lou'i iimeiit 1 1 o' . .unoii” tla \b tubers oi th Assemble Unless there- 
tore in' friend Sir James ('terar is prcp.it id i«. mix —and I should not be 
surprised d he s;r,- it —shut no Member ot the \ssemhl\ is fit to be a 

HH'iiilici •»! llu special Ye* linn ( ommiltei under section 11 ol the Denial 

Criminal Law Amendment A( 4 t. and tin retore the local authority cannot 
appoint such a ( uinnnttri 1 , 1 tec! certain that iliis amendment is a reason A 
ahh oin Sr one tiling is often lor^oltrii in dealing with detenus that 
alter all what is inti nded b\ flu fio\ernment is to detain them It is 
a ni*ohibiti\t and not a pumti\e pro< ess \ on should not pun sli them 
and \ 11 1 1 should not b\ \our rub's and b\ \our regulations and the treat¬ 
ment \ou accord to them tr\ to impose pnmtix. penalties on any r>f these 
detenus It tint aspect ot the c;is,. is retiicmbe)ed. I am certain that some 
of the repli* s .«f Ic.isf that m\ Houourahh friend Sir James t’rerar has 
•.;i\(n m lie e<.insc nf this dr hate woidd h»\( laen ot a different hind 
iJto^ntlie** Sir \\hii 's tIn* jTf«id of tlu administration ol Apner-Merwarft 
appointmy s*,me two person*- unknown to umlmih m the public world of 
India, people who ma\ submit n ports of their uisncetion witch nobodv is 
‘-'oiny lo accept TIow will u down in public oreniou? What is the 
purpose ot \our appointing A isitmy 1Nunni't-tees* 1 It is to make people 
realise that things are ail riyht, J hat there is no reasonable ground for 
complaint. that \on appoint these Visiting (’oininiltees Flaviny accepted 
ihc principle that what a on tr\ to do b\ these Visiting Committees is not 
to reetil' your administration but to pistih \our administration, T say 
v-irnesx common honest \. demands that that special (’omnettcc should 
not !>.■ oin which max be termed a whitewashing committee hm a coin- 
mittei in which the public haw confidence What better committee can 
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then* be than a committee of this Assembly in which the public can 
rightly be claimed to have confidence? If anybody attacks the report of 
that Committee Sir James (Yerar or his successor would be quite entitled 
to get up and say from his place that alter all a committee of the Assem¬ 
bly itself has gone into this question, has found that various allegations 
made in irresponsible newspapers are noi correct and that the conditions 
are as reported by the committee Th.it would be ,j conclusive, ample and 
final reply to any sort of charge that may be made But so long as you 
adopt hole and corner methods in appointing these committees, so long 
as you select some A or some B, who may be estimable people from the 
point ol \ieyv ol the admin'strutors ol these \arious provinces or adminis¬ 
trative areas, hut- who will not liavi the confidence of the public, you are 
merely doing an absolutely futile thing, which does not please you, which 
does not satisfy public op 111011 , which imposes merely a monetary' charge 
on the public and does not bring about tile resiilis which you have in view. 
Therefore 1 venture to appeal, even at this stage, ,n om* who has supported 
the principle of ths Bill and not as one who opposed it, that my friend 
S'ir James (Yerar should do everything m his poyver, even at this final stage, 
at least by accepting this simple amendment, to see that publ'c opinion 
is m some y\nv satisfied If lie docs not accept it, )* he still sa\s that 
even this modest amendment is repugnant to the purpose of the Bill that 
he has brought forward, that it. will .somehow or other destroy the great 
and complex' ad’ministrat iy «■ machine! \ ut w h eh lie is in charge, then all 
that I can say is that lie should not expect us to take Inn too seriously' 
in these matters and he should not expect us to believe that the Govern¬ 
ment. are quite enthusiastic about giving fair treatment to the>e detenus, 
su. 1 strongly support th - amendment 

Diwan Bahadur Harbilas Sarda < Ajmer-Merwara * Geneiul): Sir. 1 rise 
a. support the aim ndmenf mowd by my Honourable Iriend, Mr Mitra As 
tlie (Joyernment pro)loses to send these detenus to T>ooh n Ajmer-Mcrwara, 
where T undersi.md a jail ha- recently been constructed. 1 see no reason 
why, as flu se dt lemis conn' not from Aimer but from Bengal, the Govern- 
mei.t «»f Ind a sliould not make rules to provide facilities Ajmer- 
Miiuar.i is under the direct admmistr.ition of the Government of India. 
Consequent 1\ it is ouh meet that the Goveminent of India, which 
net burses t limn di this Assemble the transfer of detenus trom other pro- 
''ircis to \|mer-M*>rwara. sliould make these rules, and the Legislative 
Wcmbh which gives ibis power of transfer from Bengal to Ajmer should 
ia able to look alter these detenus by making such rules as would provide 
that their health and comfort are being looked after The Bengal Gov¬ 
ernment had not tsell the power to transfer those detenus to nnv place 
outside Bengal It canto to the Legislative A c ^emhly to empower it t-o 
send the-e dttemis to provinces outside Bengal. That being the case, as 
we are giving that power to the Bengal Go\i mmetif. as we are authorising 
the Bengal Government to transfer these detenus front Bengal to outside 
-I.if ions, il is only nmper on our part to insist that wo want to *cc that 
umnor arrangement* are made for their detent'on there and that they are 
looked after properly. As we arc giving the Bengal Government power 
to send detenus to Ajmor-Menvarn. we insist that rules should be made 
bv th(' Government of Tndia and published in the Gazette of India, and 
we could then know how tilings are done. So far as I know, there are 
no jail visitors in Ajmer; they will now have to be appointed, and as these 



2528 


IJSlil.sLATIV J.< ASSliMBLV . 


[-ill'll Mau. 


[J)i\van Bahadur Harbilas Saida J 

deleting di> not belong to Apner-Mcrwnra, t is oiilv proper that this* 
Legislative Assembly. winch is the Legislature tor Ajmer-Merwara, should 
appoint these visitors 

Mr. C. C. Biswas: Sir. on a previous oce^ion i pointed out that m 
J9KJ a Resolution was brought forward m the Imperial Legisbitm 
Council by llie late Sir Suivndiu N.itli B,me» jer in connection with tIn• 
administration ot Regulation III ol ISIS and other Kindred n ^illations, 
urging the appointment of an \d\isor\ ('onmutlcc of the Council to 
investigate the ease of even such Regulation pr saner and make recom¬ 
mendations regarding hi> ln*alth allow. hums, conditions ol detention and 
such othei matters 'rii.u Resolution was accepted in substance by the 
then Home Member, and as a matter of tact an a»l\isor\ committee was 
appointed and it did nselnl work It nei\ he said that that Keuoiut ion 
was necessary. because the regulations did not eoniam .uiv such provision 
as you have in llie Bengal Criminal Law Amendment \et tor the appoint 
mom of visiting committees I lecugnise th.rt the Benca' ('Minina! Law 
Amendment Act winch follows the lines of the LYgulat ions does contain 
a provision for 1 L« • appointment of visa mg committees hut 1 do not 
think it is adequate, and T think that it is reasonable and neeessarv that 
those who are tailed upon to sanction such w id< powers as have now been 
claimed on belialt of tin (Jovenunent shorn! have an opportmutv ol 
satisfying themselves that tilings are going on m the wav tliev should 
A special responsibilit \ rests on Members of tins House and m the 
discharge of that responsibilit a it is up to the Members to see that tin 
powers which tliev are according 1o the executive aic being duL admi¬ 
nistered 'That can Ik done oulv bv mean-, of a committee of this 

House Such a committee d appointed need not clash at all wuh tin 

visiting eonnnittces The visiting committees will he tlieie to attiiid to 
the daily needs <d these detenus Hut a commitlee of the Indian Legis¬ 
lative Assembly, tl appointed, will be in a position to take a broadei 
view of things Today, A|mer-3\Icrwara is the place selected for tin* 
transfer of these people We do not know d some other place in.iv not 
be selected tomorrow, if the number unhappily goes on ineieasing. and 
so there may be several places of detention under this new Act Tin *11 
a. committee like the one which is now proposed will hav< a very real 
function to perform That committee will be in a position to examine 
the whole situation, to compare tlu* conditions of one place with those of 
another, and to make suggestions to the (ioveminent of India, so that 
steps might he taken in the* proper direction After all this committee 
is not going to interfere with the executive The committee will perform 
ordv advisory functions. The amendment says that the committee should 
undertake periodical examination of the detenus and teport on the 
suitability of the places of detention and general comfort of the detenus, 
and make recommendations to the Governor (leneral in Council in regard 
to such matters. Therefore T sav that tlie Cmvernmenf ought to accept 
the principle of this amendment . and there need 110 I be any hesitation 
whatsoever in taking the Assernblv into its confidence There is also a 
moral and psychological effect likely to be produced bv accepting an 
amendment of this kind. It will show that llie Government real I v mean 
to take the House into their confidence, it will mark Government’s 
appreciation of the attitude of the non-official Benches From that, point 
of view T do appeal to my friend the Honourable the Home Member to 
accept in substance this proposal which has heen put forward bv Mr Mitra. 
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I cannot resume m\ seat, howevir without referring to another matter 
which I am compelled to refer to, because of the honourable mention 
which was made of m\ name hv m\ friend. Mr Mitra. Mr Mitra slated 
that be and Ins friends wire in a position oi lielpJessness, and he added 
that when a Member from Calcutta, referring to me b\ name, was not 
going into the lohh\ Willi him. there was not ven much to hope foi 
Sir, I am well able to take care of m\selt and I do not mind confessing 
that I don’t consider if a disparagement to mvsidf ltint I do not worship 
in tla same temple as ni\ triend Mi Mitra: but I 1 bought that then 
would be no occasion whatsoever foi misunderstanding m\ attitude m 
regard to the Criminal Caw Amendment Hill I have spoken on more 
than one oiiasion. and 1 have left lm attitud.- in the matter m no state 
of uncertain! \ and I » Miggest that I wa^ keeping out ot the lobbv foi 
some ulterior motive 

Mr. President: li \\ is iif i such surest i, in 

Mr. C. C. Biswas: i am triad Sir iliat then* was no mu h MiggiMion 
hut what wis tin point m n te. i me to nu in that in.inner it it was not 

to suggest 1 h.i 1 it was an act ol dei’ihclion oi dutv on m\ part as a 

Meinhei tioin Calcutta* Sir I do not accept from mv M lend the defini¬ 
tion ot m\ dutv .is a Ml mber ot this House \ 11♦ » all we are all here 
to do mui <lnt \ according to om Inrhts and 1 do claim thal I have through¬ 
out acted in this matter .avoiding to m\ pidginem. uninfhionced h\ 

am consider,ii ion s,m- ami e\c«-|»i what ! deemed to U m the best interests 

of the public 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: Sir 1 do not see urn reason win the (iovern- 
men! should not accept tins ven reasonable amendment unless their 
conscience makes tliem cowards r rhe amendment asks for a peiiodical 
examination of the detenus hv .i eoimnittee of thiv Assemblv it does 
not sav that it should he a committee composed of elected Members of 
tin Assemblv If mav be open to the Honourable the Home Member 
to nominate men whom he likes avoiding such undesirable*; as mvself . 

Sir Abdullah Suhrawardy: Vre vmi not in their confidence 0 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: I .mi not Nominated Mcmben eoiumand the 
confidence of the flovcmment and only a few elected Members do so. 
Hv that I do not mean that, thev are to choose Members from those two 
classes onlv Sir if mv friend cannot accept tin-, amendment ot mv 
friend over there, tin* irresistible conclusion would be that there is re dlv 
somethin*! rotten in the administration of the law relating to these 
detenus In fact. \\e Jicai wild rumours about tin treatment accorded 
to those detenus Owing to the strict censorship whicli is maintained 
we do not gef the exact news now. You i annot blame us if we try to 
put. greater reliance upon the statements of our own countrvmen than 
the statements of the foreigners who happen to rub* over this vast con¬ 
tinent Mv belief is that it is m their interest to suppress the mischievous 
activities of some of their officers Hoveminent can earn on the 

ndmmistration with the help of a few self-seekers drawn from this count* \ 
as is doin' m even clime, hut T would remind them that it is flu* bedrock 
of our goodwill and svmpathv alone on which depends the stability of 
their Empire You have your suspicions no doubt, unnecessary * sus¬ 
picions about the flower of the youth of this country Tf you only had 
imagination, if you had. 

Some Honourable Members: Please address the Chair. 
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Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: tried 1o understand our hopes and 

aspirations. You lmve eome here for the purpose of exploitation; you 
have come here . . 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member should address the (’hair 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: Had Government not rested upon the help 
of a handful of self-seeking men of this country, 1 think their adminis¬ 
tration would have been more popular, and there would have been no 
occasion to enact sueh Draconian Jaws as they are enacling (huh 

Mr. President: The present amendment is for the appointment of a 
Committee of this Assembly. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: Yes, Sir. but I ^ay that sueh a Committee is 
needed because of the outrageous provisions o|‘ these' laws Sir, these 
laws die the relies of medieval ages and need replaeement, b\ more 
civilized laws (An Honourable Member : “By civilized men”), by 
civilized men So. Sir, I trust that the Honourable tbe Home Member 
will, at least to keep up appearances pts| at llu fag end of bis career 

hero—of course lie will earn bis pension in Knglsmd and we all wish 

him well—and 1 have always appreciated lm Honourable friend's fairness, 
though at times he is not able to appreciate flu* rnothes which inspire 

us to sav some of these harsh things—as T said at least to keep up 

appearances mv Honourable friend the Home Member will accept this 
amendment I remember. Sir. in the early da\s of the Congress a 
genii'man who was opposed to the Congress one dav told a relation of 
mint', my uncle, that men like Man Octavious Hume. Sir William 
YYedderbum and others wort' the worst enemies of India. ,s thc\ wished 
to introduce British rule with the affection of the people. which would 
perpetuate our slavery 

Mr. President: T would remind the Honourable Member that the 
amendment before the House is for the appointment of a Com?nil tee 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: Yes. Sir: hut 1 am just reminding them of 
the fact that tliev should bmadbase the British rule upon our affection, 
and therefore the Congress is not their c nem\ : their real enemies air 
those who advise them not to accept amendments of Ihiv character 
These amendments are necessary in the interests of British nilr in India 
[ do pot know whether all that T sav here pleases Honourable ATembers 
opposite: T am rather a little frank and blunt, but! sav what 1 feel for 

the uood of these unfortunate prisoners, and I hope the Honourable the 

Horn'"* Member wdll accept this amendment. 

An Honourable Member: Never in his life has he accepted such an 
amendment. 

« 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy (Dncea Division- Non-Muhammadan Bund): Sir T 
tm-p not so far participated in tlio debates on thru' amendments. because 
as T o'a (Ip it quite clear on another occasion, im attitude towards this 
Bill is one of undiluted opposition But. when mv fti. nds Diwnn Bahadur 
Tiamnswnini Mudnliar and Mr. Biswas were addressing the House and 
mahinc their piteous appeals to the Honourable the Home Member, T ««« 
reminded of the davs in the \ears gone hv when I n-ed to do (hi .^.ooe 

from Aiy seat in the. Assembly But. Sir T am sure that iny Honourable 

friends will agree with me, after seeing the result of their appeals on this 
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particular occasion, that it is no use trying to soften the stony hearts of 
Honourable Members opposite, but that the real opposition should be made 
in a spirit absolutely undaunted and that there should be an attempt made 
to throw out this measure at the third reading, and we should not waste 
our breath in discussing this amendment any further. But, Sir, if I have 
risen to say a few words, it is because of certain observations that fell from 
im Honourable fiiend Mr. Arnar Nath Dutt. He referred to the fact 
that as a result of the siriet censorship of the Press that we have at the 
present moment, it is not possible to have any reliable information with re¬ 
gard to the conditions of life that obtain in the detention camps. A few’ days 
ago, when speaking on a motion in regard to this matter, I had occasion 
to refer to the tragic incidents that happened about the middle of Septem¬ 
ber last in the Hijli detention camp in Bengal, and the Honourable the 
Home Member m an interruption challenged my statement that the official 
communique issued in that connection soon after the incident was not borne 
out by the results of the official enquiry that followed. Here I have in my 
hand both the report of the official enquiry and the official communique 
on the subject, and 1 should like my Honourable friend to state after going 
through them, as to whether it is not a fact that in material particulars 
the two differ Tie* reason why I am referring to this incident is that 
the Honourable the Home Member, in speaking on a previous amend¬ 
ment, said that it would be the endeavour of the Government to reproduce 
tIn "oth'T conditions of detention as they obtain in Bengal”. Now\ 
the-e are among the “otln-r conditions ot detention” that do obtain in 
Bengal —the incident*, that took place in September in the Hijlj detention 
camp, and if that were a solitan incident. T would not have spoken on 
this motion iner»*h in order to refer to that. I should like to draw the 
athntion of th's House to another incident which occurred :n the Hijli 
detention camp on the 8th March last. As a result of the strict Press 
tan orslup. newspapers ware not permitted to publish any news in connec¬ 
tion with that incident till about a week later wluu as a result of a short 
notice question m the Bengal Legislative Council, a halt*ng sort of state¬ 
ment, is far as one L able to judge from the unsatisfactory reports that 
ha\. far appeared in the Pn.ss, was made on behalf of the Government 
desci 1) ng the incident is a sort of a minor disturbance. But the facts, 
which 1 lm\e got in m\ possession from a source which I r^nsider to be 
satiMactorx, point out that there was very serious trouble there on the 
8th March in the Hijli Jail. Tlierefoie. when the Honourable the Home 
Member said that he would not merely tr\ to f»* e that proper food, food 
to w Ini'li the BcuLaiis are .ironstone d, was supplied to these detenus at 
Deoli, hut that he would also see that “other conditions of detention as 
the\ lune ihtainc 1 . in Bengal” weie repioduccd in Deoli,—that made me 
rather apprehensive From that point of view, I think my Honourable 
friends who have \et an\ faith in their appeals to the Government Benches 
are perfectly justified in put Lug forwaul a plea for the appointment of a 
committee of this House to make enquiries periodically and report to this 
House, if lieerssan. regarding the health or other conditions in which the 
detenus max have to live in distant Deoli. In tb ; s connection, I want to 
refer to the provisions of Regulation III with regard to periodical inspection 
of the detenus. There are certain definite requirements in the Regulation 
for a periodical examination of the conditions of health under which the 
State prisoners have to live under Regulation III of 1818. It was only the 
other -day that I put a question to the Honourable the Home .Member 
enquiring as to whether he w as in a position to plaoe on the table the 
reports which are statutorily required to be submitted at regular intervals 

a 
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to Government regarding the health of the State prisoners, and he plainly 
gave a blank refusal. 1 really do not know what State reasons there can 
be to preclude the statements made by responsible officers of the Govern¬ 
ment—not non-official visitors—in the case of Regulation III prisoners— 
what is there to prevent them from the Government point of view from 
being placed on the table of this House. Those reports relate only to the 
conditions of health and the nature of the detention, and as to whether 
the detention is such as may be telling upon the health of the State 
prisoners. Now, judging from the attitude taken up by the Honourable 
the Home Member in reply to my questions, 1 really think that there is 
every reason for my Honourable friend Mr. Amur Nath l)utt to have his 
suspicions as to exactly what is going to happen at J)coli when these Bengal 
prisoners are transferred there. 

Now, there is just one word more and F have done. Mj Honourable 
friend, speaking on a previous amendment, brought forward u plea that it 
would not be in the public interest to pay for the travelling expenses of 
the relations of the detenus who desired to visit them at intervals, and 
that he could not possibly be a parly to saddling the public exchequer 
with such an item of expenditure. Now, I \er\ much hope that the 
Honourable the Home Member will not repeat that argument in reply to 
this amendment. I have* great respect lor my Honourable friend as a 
man, though not as the Home Member of the Government of India, and 
it really pained me when tin* Honourable the Home M<mber put forward 
that argument. T thought that such an argument did not lie in the mouth 
of a member belonging to a service which liu^ been helping itself liberally 
to the Lee concessions, and which made the public exchequer pay fer the 
travelling expenses to and fro between England and India not merely 
for the members of the service but for their wives, and in the case of 
those gentlemen who do not believe in birth cmtrol lor tin lr children toe* 
I very much hope that the Honourable the Home Member will not repeat 
that argument in reply to this amendment. 

Mr. 0 . S. Ranga Iyer: The Honourable the Home Member has 
naturally been faced with one demand after another We are not-, ] may 
make it very clear, making anv appeal to the Oovcrmmnt from thL mHc 
of the House. We are rather trying to put the Government in the wrong 
with the people of this countrv by putting before them one reasonable 
amendment after another relating to the detenus and living the Govern¬ 
ment an opportunity to accent them if they choose on the floor of this 
House. Mv ow r n opinion with regard to the detenus was made perfectly 
clear when T refused to go into the Select Committee, because T consider 
that it is a very wrong principle to transfer people from one province to 
another unless you vouchsafe to them the same conditions of comfort and 
you vouchsafe to their relations the same opportunities, without unneces¬ 
sary expense, of interviews. This amendment sums up the whole case. 
There is no use for the Government of India having come before this 
House and asked for an opportunity to make this Bill more or less an 
all-India measure—otherwise they wmuld have introduced this in the Bengal 
Provincial Council—after having done that, there is no use for them to 
come and ask us to take up a parochial and provincial view of things. 
Once they have come before us, I cannot understand why they should 
shirk the responsibility of making the matter entirely an a 11-India matter. 
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It must be the Government of India that should make rules; it should be 
the Government of India gazette that should publish tho rules, and not the 
L >enl Government or the local gazette. That being the case, I hope the 
4 Honourable the Home Member will accept this motion and give 

tm, UJ opportunity to this House, which is deeply interested in 
this matter, to examine from time to time in what manner the rules are 
framed and how ihe comforts of these people are assured, and that the 
rules do not make the position of the detenus worse than it would other¬ 
wise he. 'Hie rule-making power is a most important item, and now that 
the Bill is before the Assembly, it can hardly be regarded as a provincial 
or parochial mailer. 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: I confess, Mr. President, that it 

ma\ appear ungracious on my part in being constrained to oppose the 
third amendment running of the Honourable gentleman from Bengal, but 
J am somewhat surprised that the anticipated terms of my reply should 
have generated so much heat in the Benches opposite, particularly as 
evidenced 1»\ the remarks made b\ the Honourable gentleman from 
Madras. I was entirely unaware that T was to plunge into deep water* 
of constitutional policy, still less that I was to show any lack of confi¬ 
dence m the Assembly; ,md I was sui prist d to hear his speech and those 
of one nr two Honourable M< tubers who followed him. Apparently they 
took no notice whatever ot the f ict that this measure has been referred to 
a Select Committee b\ this House without a single dissentient voice and 
that the motion that tin* Bill as reported bv the Select Committee should 
he taken into consideration was passed once more without a single dis¬ 
sentient \oice 1 feel therefore that there is some injustice in the sug¬ 
gestion that 1 have throughout the whole progress of this Bill been riding 
roughshod over the Assembly It is to me a most astonishing thing that 
this Assembly should he tidden roughshod over but yet there should 
not ha\e been a single dissentient \oiee to oppose those steam roller 
method-*. Therefore 1 cannot agree that that is a fair statement of the 
case The Honourable Member who moved this motion to a certain extent 
anticipated the grounds on which I miM take objection. For the purpose 
of inspection, examination and matters of that kind, specific provision has 
been made b\ rules under the Act, and the particular expedient which 
he advocates is one which. 1 am bound to say, appears tome to be ex- 
tiemels cun thru us, extreimly inconvenient, and, in spite of Mr Neogy’s 
rather ingenious argument to preclude me from the financial argument* 
which I nevertheless propose to use, very expensive. Because it must be 
remembered it is not merely a question of an occasional examination of a 
particular detention camp at Deoli. It involves, to all intents and purposes, 
the proposition that there shall be a standing committee of this House 
whose statutory functions it will be to conduct periodical examinations, 
possihlv in every province except Bengal. I do not think that is a reason- 
able proposition. Sir, though this may be a plea which Hcs particularly 
m rny mouth to utter, do I think that it is a reasonable thing to ask 
Honourable Members of this House that they should regard it as the first 
statutory charge upon their time periodically to examine all detention 
camps which may be in any province except Bengal. I do really think 
that the Honourable Member who moved tins motion has not quite realised 
all its practical implications. Therefore on these grounds, and not on the 
other grounds, which have been quite erroneously imputed to me, I must 
oppose this amendment. 

si 
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Ur. President: The question is: 

“That to clause 2 the todowing further proviso bo added : 

‘Provided further that periodical examination of dcfemi.x shall he made by * com¬ 
mittee of the Indian Legislative Assembly with a view to report on the mui anility 
oi the place of detention and the general com tort of detenus to the Governoi General 
in Council’.” 

The Assembly divided :j 
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Mr. President: The question is that clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 2 whs added to the Bill. 

Clause .*1 wax added to the Bill 

Mr. President: f Ih»* ipcxtion i.x 1 h:* t el.uixe 4 4 tnd part of the Bill. 

Kao Bahadut B. L. PatA*. \l)um\rA\ Sou\Vui 
miulun Kuvalj Sir. L hog to mo\e Cue amendment that stands in my name 
which runs us billows 

ili.it i 4 u* mmr.io .u 4 l> ia i* immtii-ie'i a- »lau^r 4. ’ 

Sir, ui tin*, \cry outset ki nm niaUe )l plain to Hie JLiuucw: iiiul L am mil} 

»m\e in ail liu liii^.ieiii on*, u_i.u ai.H uui oi UK ui u uuu uj i i.iaau i ijct 
me also mahe it plain to tin* liouse Uiat ail seeuolib oi people in liie 
count ly anu ail panics in tLe cuuiniy li.i\e suuuyij eonuemiie»i me leixor- 
ist inovemeiiL picNuiuug in Bengal, and 1 uu not see vwi) UoNeiiiUieiil 
Mmum oe nuvous duuut Hie powcis oi Uie iiign Oouit. liiai is Hie leason 
why I Dan* lamed tins uinenumenl. Among**, ilie giounus which 1 nuve 
to uige m iuvour ui lins uinendinei I, tile Hist is LUat under Lne local Act 
iiu' t.veiULAe n.ui Uim ‘11 \ ex y \njuc liity Lull aiicxL illid ueiuill 

uiioaoe 1 .ei is euiibidered a suspect, suxpecUd oi committing or being about 
lo coiniiiii a crime. Au evidence is lequiieU, Hie mere exibience oi grounds 
ot suspicion will do, and they can ui lest anu detain tin ui, and e\eu it you 
look at section U ol tlie local Act, you will sec that the Judges who test 
a case im\e no proui placed beiore lliem whaLsoe\ei. Tlicir woid will not 
cam sin authoiitv. 1 he word ol liovcrnment and oi its oiheers is the 
final wold, hor Liicse reasons, Sir, 1 think it is highly unjust and unlair 
lo take aw a} the powers ot tile High Couil under section 1U1 My point is 
tiiat in main cases you aie detaining persons who uie innocent. It seems 
to me that the argument oi the Honourable the Law Member conns to 
this: “Weil, there is a dangerous movement in Bengal. You concede to 
the Government the power oi committing these people to prison without 
trial it so, wily should )ou not also concede to them the power of taking 
away the powers ol the High Court. 1 ”. Sir, 1 cannot agree to this, because 
you mean to say virtually this, that Jet a small percentage of innocent 
people Miller along with the suspects, i say that it is doctrine to which 
I cannot personally subscribe; and I am sure no self-respecting people in 
this country will subscribe to that doctrine. Well, Sir, I understood the 
Honourable the Law Member to say that, if the detention was illegal, of 
course the High Court has got the power of interference. If it was legal, 
there is no power. By this I understand that he means that the power 
of the High Court always remains there, provided the arrest and detention 
are not properly done under the. Act. Ho further says that this clause has 
been inserted simply to remove a particular doubt in order to prevent a 
particular unsound argument being advanced every now and then before 
the High Court . But 1 ask the Honourable the Law Member whether it 
was not his duty also to make the clause still further clear. Hi;<I fie 
accepted the modest suggestion made by the leader of this Pnrtv, which 
has been embodied in the amendment Tabled by my friend Mr Sitaratna- 
raju, certainly it would have cleared the doubts and there would not have 
been any ambiguity, and the High Court would not have been pestered 
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with frivolous applications. I say it was the duty of the Honourable the 
Law Member to make the* matter clear. As he has not done so, tko only 
duty of this Honourable House is to reject the clause. 

Then, Sir, 1 come to the stock argument advanced by the Honourable 
the Law Member. That argument is this, that we have got the Regula¬ 
tions winch were passed in the early part of the 19th century and those 
Regulations have been excepted lrom the operation of section *191 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code and we want to place the pet sons detained under 
this local Act also in line with those pnsoners. Well, Sir, at this stage 
1 wish to bring to the notice ot thi» House the circumstances under which 
those Regulations in the pro\inccs of Bengal, Bombay and Madras were 
made. Those circumstances should be compared with the circumstances 
now 7 obtaining iii Bengal. Let me for that purpose read out the preamble 
to those Reg illations: 

“Wlieieas rea.on-* of St.Ur, embracing the due maintenance of the ullaiiues fanned 
bj the 14ntosh l>o\p»ament with ioieign J'ow the jyesoi'valuni at ti.uuiuidU > m 
the torntoiiefa ol -Native J’jNucea enttiled to it^ juote< oou, aiid the set univ c*i iht 
i4ritibh dominion^ lrom iuiuigu ho&uhu. . . 

Sir, I emphatically ask the 11 uiuurable the Law Member whethei we ar*- 
now living in a slate of war, whether any foreign invasion is threatening 
us. 


The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: Please read on the preamble; 
\ou have not read the whole of it 

Rao Bahadur B. L. Patil: I am cumtng to that. 1 ask him whether 
we are living amidst rebellions? Is this the state of affairs in Bengal or in 
any other province in India? It tint is so, 1 say \<*r\ frankly that sou are 
entitled to place the prisoners detained under the local Act m line with the 
prisoners detained under those Renditions. But T very respectfully 
submit that that is not the case and ii < an never be the case. The British 
Government have been here for nearly 150 years or more and the roots 
of the British Government ha\e '40110 so dtvp dial it is no use now saving 
that W'e are living in a dangerous condition. Therefore, the situation is 
entirely different. We cannot say now that because we want to place these 
persons in line with those persons, we want tins. That argument will 
not hold water. 

Now, Sir, there is also another reason for which I should like to ask 
the support of the House to my amendment. It is this. We have been 
told on the floor ol this House, and we have been reading the same in 
the Press as well as m the Law Reports, that the High Courts are in a 
position to say that alter all they are not bound by such a clause which 
can be passed into law by this Assembly. We have every reason to 
suppose that the High Courts are likely to full back upon the powers 
which they have got under the Letters Patent. Under those circum¬ 
stances, it is unworthy of this IJouourable House to enact such a clause 
and bring this Honourable House into a sort of undesirable estimation 
in the eye of the public. 

Sir, before I conclude, in support of my first contention, namely, that 
you are not entitled to detain innocent persons and that it is highly un¬ 
just and unfair on your part to detain innocent persons, I should like to 
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rcjul out a few liue& from the speech of Mr. Bipin Chandra Pal from the 
debates of this House of the year 1925: 

*‘I asked Ciovoinmpnl : ‘These aro matters of ancient histoiy You cannot plead 
reasons of State to keep these dossier.-, in jour keeping. Now, bring the .e Jossiers 
and let us examine these anuent records and see if you had any justification to arrent 
these honourable gentlemen and take them a wav from tlimi homes and keep them m 
detention without ionnulalion of chime* or I rial or .my of the ordinary processes of 
law. Vour pi esc" if action may he bv ibme old records. 1 thank the vjove’-n 

merit of Bengal foi having accepted 4 haf < h.illenge or acceded to that request. The 
Honourable Sir Hugh Steplienson, m <ouise of 1m speiH.h m the Ih ngal Legislative 
Council, openly confessed that so far as these two gentlemen were concerned, she 
(,»o\oinmeiit nevi r suspected them of any complicity with murderous crime Now, 
how aie we to he a seined. Sir, then, 1h.it in the present case, the men, who hav»* hrv*n 
similarly taken into custody, have not been taken for the same reasons for v.hich 
Aswan Kumar Datfa and Kudina Kumar Mi tier had boon taken in 1908.” 

Sir, 1 have already murlo if flour Hint I have a conscientious objection to 
this clause being n part of tin statute, which this House is going to place 
on the Statute-book For these reasons I commend mv amendment for 
the consideration of this House. 

Mr. President: Amendment moved* 

"That claiiM* 4 »«* i>mi!t»d and iI.uim* 5 In* i«»nuiiilx»2c<i as clause 4” 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (Sind Voii-Muhammadan Burn!)* Sr. I con¬ 
sider that this amendment i- tin* i/iost important amendment that lias been 
put forward bv lm frn tid Sir, l do not rut an to sn\ that the other amend¬ 
ments that have been moved with legat'd to this Hill were not important; 
the\ wen vitv seiwbh and ah ih'miis, 1»\ wjv .■'•guments, appeals and 
pressure were u*ed hut none have succeeded. Sir. so far as this amendment 
is concerned, l linsi ask the House to beware that if clause 4 is made part 
of the Pill and this .iim ndna nt is not accepted, they will he clearl\ in 
a wrong position; tlnw will la* depriving themselves of the very first and 
v*i r\ i lementarv prim ipK of law, inanely, the freedom of person. This 
clause is divided into two parts Oik is with regard to the transfer of 
the detenus from one niece to the other, which has an executive aspect, 
and the other having a purelv legal aspect is with regard to putting a 
restriction on personal lihertv most harmful to hunianitv; That restric¬ 
tion provides that when anv detenu is detained in one jail or the other, 
he shall have no right to have his rise reviewed hv the highest court 
of the land Tt can therefor.* he seen at a moment's glance that what 
this House is asked to asst nt to is fo deprive mankind of the very funda¬ 
mental right which is given them under the common law*. The first part 
of the Bill however is such that even if it is maintained there will he 
(ertain remedies and certain adjustments which could go to alleviate the 
diflicult’es and the hat in which this Bill does. With regard to that. Gov¬ 
ernment have come forward to sav that thov will be minimising tlie 
diflicuUies so involved, though of course they cannot possibly minimise 
(ho inconveniences complained of, such as that of the climate. Govern¬ 
ment cannot change the climite of one place for the other, though other 
facilities such as giving of plenty of fish and providing Bengali cooks for 
the Bengali political prisoners and the like have been promised. But apart 
from that . . 


Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Have they been promised? 
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Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Yes, I think they were promised. They can 
also transport nco from Bengal. My point is this, that these things can 
be easily adjusted. But if you are going to accept this clause, how are, 

\on going to help humanity? Liberty is the first principle for which we 
have been fighting all along, for which all nations have fought and that 
freedom of humanity is m danger by introduction of clause 4. Wlmt do 
we ask lliest* better constitutions for? What do we ask these political 
benefit J(.i? They are all for freedom of humanity, and the meanest 
indi'Kiual is entitled to freedom, but here in this Bill the condition im¬ 
posed is absolute!} inhuman. I must only call it by that name and no 
other. Lt has the effect of sending a man, without proper trial and with¬ 
out the ordinary law* being complied with, to jail. The ordinary principles 
of law, and the remedies available undei the ordinary law r are all these 
the detenus arc being depmed of. The \er\ last \est\ge of hope to them, 
namely, of hating their cases retiewed l>\ the High Court is being taken 
away fiom tin* detenus Let the House beware therefore that if they accept 
the clause in the Bill, they will be cutting the ground underneath their 
foot. X therefore say that this amendment is the most important one. 

With regard to this amendment, I will now address myself to the 
legal aspect, lor which the Honourable the Law Member is anxious, L>} 
his looking at me, that I should go into. We hate heard the Honourable 
the Law Membei giving us some assurances and also interpreting m a parti¬ 
cular manner the pnoisiais <4 tin* law on that point Sir, in im humble 
opinion there are two eoiu-es on tins point left to the High Court. Former¬ 
ly the\ pertained to only per*a ular High Courts, but since some time back 
the law was changed, and now all the High Courts aie given powers und'*r 
section 491, Criminal Ihoculure Code. Of course that does not apply to 
places whuv there are m High Court* and 1 was under the impression 
that Ajrner-Merw.ua had no High 'Court 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: T would refer m\ Honourable 
friend the definition of “High CouH” in the Code oi Criminal Pioce- 
dure, which means th«» highest court of criminal appeal or revision for 
any area. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: If that k so. then I think Apm r-Merwera will 
also have a High Court to look into these things. The point now is, 
w’hy is that right going to be refused to the highesL court, if any, in 
Ajmer-Merwara? I will come to the reason presently. At present my 
submission is that there are two rights within the power of the High 
Courts. T repeat that the High Court has got two rights, one is under the 
common law and the oilier is under a statute I shall be showing present!v 
that a statute cannot possibly take ;nva\ the right which the public and 
humanity have got under the habeas corpus. That is common law and 
that common law applies equally to the* whole of the British Empire. I 
submit there is nothing to show that common law is overridden or abolish¬ 
ed by an\ statutory power. 

An Honourable Member: What about- the Calcutta High Court? 

Mr. Lalchand HavaJrai: X will come to that shortly. 
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'•'he Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter : This liill does not purport to 

i*iko away any power except the power under section 49J, Criminal Pro¬ 
cedure Code. If there is any other power, that power is h it untouched. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: 1 am very thankful to the Honourable the 
Law Member, and 1 will ask the Honourable the Law Member to stick 
to tins opinion. There was a specific que-tion put to him today. 1 was 
w at chin*; keenly when lie said on the floor r»| the House that the habeas 
f(n/ms ritrlit to Immamly is independent oi this statute and it is not over¬ 
ridden At that time the Honourable the Law Member did not. say what 
la- was savin" )ust now Wild 1 mean t. emphasise this Even if 
then* has been a difference of opinion between the High Courts, I still 
maintain tli.it that < oirunon law right cannot be taken away and if that 
e\eti tin* i wh\ me .\c Dov 1«\me In in iE> this rule curt ailing the pro* 
visions nl section *191 and taking away a similar right 0 As soon as you 
take a\\:i\ this right. »f you have the power to do so, then the High Court 
will el dm m, !. *• tli * babra < cin'inix the pow<r to call for records. There* 
fove this nn/\in will he niignlnrv. this pro\i**inn will not be operative, 
a> * i! .. d'Mievnn of fin* provision will onb be a wash* of the time of 
I 1 -* !!uik- With regard fr> tliis common lav right, permit me to say 
v i'.d the Eaigh h jurists Ante on that point In thi- connection I should 
hi " f > lirav th. it(>>dkrn of flu TIoin* P> H.-Khun *s Taiw- of England. 

p to 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: Winch Vi.lmm-" 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Ihohahh undoi ‘EE* The Honourable Mem¬ 
ber can ask his Assistants who are Barristers to find out the number of 
the 'volume for him This is what HalsburvV Laws of England say: 

7 n .im M.'la involving the M*i»rtv of the sul *|«m t tin* «wt i«»n of tht* Crown 01 
it , Minister <u b«jzb offu in Is of the Pi n v Poamal 01 K\»*utue t h.veMiiuent tun 
led Jo the stpei \ i* ion and emit to! of the Judge** on /ififiuis mrjni* It is this fact 
which mtikp« the nrerouatne writ of the highest foie*! itutinn.il mipot tancc, it being a 
VMtnetlv available h* the incancM subject against flu* mos powerful.” 

\y, ]], Sir. here the f»o\ ernmr lit of India arc ^eiiiL’ t*» h* mo>N powerful 
tlirn anybody else, even the TFigli Courts And fh**n fhc\ will be |U-t com¬ 
ing into clash with the \erv first fundamental piineiple of common law, that 
Iniha s* corpus is n right of the public which t an not possibly ho taken away. 
Then. Sir. with respect to a right of taking a wav the habeas corpus 
right h\ statutory provision, which ! do n<<1 admit T inisi conf***.- that 
it is 1 riie that the Calcutta High Court has in one or two deed-ion- 'Avon 
fhai opinion, that section 491 of the Criminal Procedure Code is the only 
section under which particular persons who are detained can ask the High 
Tourt to vo into then- cases But I submit that even the opinion of the 
C.ik ntfa FTigli Court is not unanimous. T know the Law Member is partial 
f,> the Calcutta High Court in adopting that view perhaps because he has 
remained there long. 

Mi. 0. C Biswas: Ho argued the f n' and induced the Court b* take 
tTi E view' 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Thou. Sir. he was a partv himself (Laughter) 
and be cannot possibly be a judge or a legislator hero. (Laughter.) On 
the conlmn. T think bis opinion should be considered as prejudvi d 

F 
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The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: it is m» lunger im opinion, it 

now the opinion oi the Court 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: i am submitting that tlie Court, which was 
led by the Honourable gentleman, has given a decision which is in direct 
contradiction to the opinion of other highest* Judges tor whom the Law 
Member must also ha\e respect, tlie High Courts oi .Bombay and Madras. 
Sir, 1 know oi two decisions in 1. L. 11. 50 Lorn, page 010 and 45, Madras 
page 022, where it is said that the* right to issue a writ ol habeas corpus 
still continues in the chartered High Courts, m spite of section 401 of 
tin Criminal Procedure Code. Then, Sir, the Calcutta High Court has 
no doubt given that opinion which the Law Member is relying upon and 
stating that it js not his opinion but the 'hu.»n which has been accepted 
by tlie High Court It is true, but ll.er, *<> the Judges admit, at page 

751 of 51 Calcutta, that the Criminal l\ codure (Vide lias mcotpmuled 
in it only a portion of the rights under the Habeas Corpus Act. and not 
All the rights They therefore .stated after some consideration that they 
would not go into that question. They have, so to sa\. not given a definite 
decision on that point, and therefore T consider that that is a hesitating 
judgment. It is not a judgment which this House can mccpt. hut further 
between these differences of opinion who is t> decide 1 * It is (he Legis¬ 
lature that lias to dcndi whether the Bombay and M.«dt.<s TIiJi Courts 
are corn ci or the Calcutta High Court I appeal to tin House then to 
consider ih's miration Tin thing is tlm that the conn,on law nghl is 
a right which lias h* » n g.\on h\ the r pitiu'i, right hah-ti* < ••nan and 
thi further fjnestion i- whether we can mamnnh'ti ihr.i < **» noon right 
which has been given with regard to flic 1 1 • itios of a man and si\ that 
wc will not accept 1h.it la" but would < urb the hiuvtic., of men \p irt 
from that there being two opinions «d High Courts agauwt one, what ] 
sav is this that the common right should not be f do n awa\, and that 
wc \\ 41 he uii^fin" the time of the House i r we make ■ provision which 
will l>r ip fart alisojuteh nugatory 

Then, Sir l come to the second question *4 law 'I In -erond qiuM'on 
<4 law is deya ndeuf on s!t*( tion lt)l of the Criminal Procedure Code and 
(la intc rpieta!ion th.it the Honourable Ihe Law \fcmher puts upon it. 
Section HU o! the Criminal Prnecdun Codi s;n - 

“Anv High Cmnt may uhomwer il thinly fit. due, . ; tnat a prison within th* 
limits oi its appellate i nmm.il pumlution In* brought up l*rton* tho (’-act to !»■ 
xlcnll with act aiding to law ; 

(0) that .i poison iln-.ilh oi jrnpiwpc’h dot tilled n ptmlir or pi e an* uMo^y 
within suvh limits J»e .vt a! IihcMV; .• r* 1 

(r) that .i pi i. aiiri clrtanu d jii .*n> jail -ituali* within sm h hunt - !«■ luough! 

before tho Court to he llioie examined ;i~ a witno^ in any mailer pcndi ■»£ or ut 1*< 
inquired into in Mich courl *’ 

Now, Sir. after leading this the interpretation that has been put upon 
it is this, that if a particular detenu has been detained illegally and not 
only illegally but improperly too. then tlie High Court* has got jurisdiction 
under section -101. That is how the Law Member has interpreted that 
section Then what will happen is this A representative on behalf of 
a detenu will come and put in Lis. application He will allege therein 
that a certain man has been detained illegally and improperly. What is 
the High Court to do? The High Court will get that* appliention regis¬ 
tered After hnvmg got it registered they will send for the record. They 
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probably will gm* nutjee to the- detenu to appear, as otherwise it- will be 
impossible to find out the impropriety or the illegality of the action in 
detaining him. Then the High Court will have to go into the record and 
find out whether the detention js really illegal and improper. Will this 
procedure be carried out or not? ft will ecitamly come to that, because 
when you make an application and you allege illegal or improper deten¬ 
tion, the High Court will never say that it is only the party s allegation 
no the application must be thrown out. They will surely go into the 
•question to see if the allegation ol improper and illegal detention is made 
•out. That was the gist ol the argument put m by the Honourable the 
Law Member and 1 do not know what diffeieiit construction the Law 
Member will now* put upon the wording ol section «JOI Criminal Procedure 
Code, and I will he very interested in seeing what reply he makes to my 
argument that if (.lit* High Com! can g into the illegality of the deten¬ 
tion in vpit» oi clause* 1 ol the Mill, why should danse *1 be enacted at 
nil*' If a man rati move the High Court with legaui to the question of 
tin- illegality or the impropriety of the detention, then «*\ milling is done 
and section *191 lias I rrii complied With 1 do not know if, wln u making 
that -statement the Honourable the L iw Mritilu'i V attention w ,iv drawn 
to tla words “impiopeCv detrrmd”, m f -»vt'nn 191 (’nmiii.d Procedure 
t'od. If it v. .is f am gl id m\ argument sl.aid- and he b .^-c ^ his ease 
< 1 ..mghte** i 

The Honourable Sir Broiendra Mitter: V-( i-.-.i 

Mr. Lalchand Navalra*: 1 k,m" Mu <.L-< 1. . \ •»? 11 < olh.r side* What 

! -,1V 

The Honourable Sir Broiendra Mitter: We ]«•■« t< t .i i>hm\ • ■!* p--lu.es. 

!< * u- ha\ ' •’ • >fMl hiw 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Mr. ! m\ ih..t tin- mi. M-m on. nm.-h of 
iav 'mil of the hbtrts o* a man and it is no nuittir mk h is to he trifled 
with If a Hedi Court lms g«d the power to g<» into the question of 
nin inprirtv <>! tin detention it will be m question of mein- and the 
niei'it •, will he considered hv tin High Pourt \m wav tin- TMgli Courts 
will s’tand np () n ihcir rights md <a\ “We will go into the merits and 
hud out under section -101 whether the detention is right or wrong" 
Then fore m\ set'opd contention is that this provision, which is being m- 
iorpnrated into thu \ct. is not- ‘it nil neeessavv. 

Then the only reason that In- been given tor the introduction of this 
clause 1 is this. 1 wondered what- mud be the reason of the Govern¬ 
ment: for this clause being put m so as to take away the rights of the 
High, fmirt under section *191 What did I find? It was shown in the 
Olqcets and Reasons of the Mill that because once the Criminal Procedure 
Code was amended end clause 3 added to section 191. providing that 
nothing m that section applied to persons detained under the Bengal 
Slate Prisoners Regulation. 1818, Madras Regulation IT of 1819, or Bombay 
Regulation XXV of 1827, or the State Prisoners Act, 1850 or the State 
Prisoners Act, 1858. such a provision should he made with regard to the 
Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act also. In other words thev say 
that once we have made that, exception, why not make it here also? But, 

U that sound reasoning 1 ask? It is no reasoning at all On the contrary 
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1 maintain that this provision o in section 401 Criminal Procedure Code 
is ulha vnnt. Hie Legislature had no power to make this provision* 
which is on the Statute-book. Hccuuse it is there that- does not show 
that it is a \ahdone Jfigh Courts have disputed it. and the question having 
risen bet on* them, thc\ have said that then* is a doubt about it Hut J 
maintain that the rights that base been given under section 491 are com¬ 
mon law rights, which the eoiiimoji people* have got, which cannot be 
repealed h\ am otlier law. Then lore no Legislature can possibK make 
ain pi I'nsion which euls aw*;n the rights of habuis corpim. This clause 4 
m m\ humble (ipimoii is ulh'a r;ic> and ha that 1 find an authority in *19 
Calcutta 

Mr. President: Jlow long is the Honourable \l<mher hkch to take' 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: About twenty minutes more, Sir. 

Tbt Assembly tln*n ad j*mm- «! id! K!e\.*n >t the Cl*n k mi Teesdav the 
.*;:t!i M ,r. h i<k i*J 
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The AssemhK met m the A*sembl\ Chamber ul the Council Horn. at 
Klovrn of the Clock, Mr Pr»-adent in the Chair 


MKMhKHS SWOHN 

Md |or-Ge»iera 1 John Wallace l)lck Mccau HIE, M.Ij A , 

(< imcrnmeiit of India: Nominated Official); and 

M» Naraxan ffaj. r ba\aii Pillai M C A (Ooxerinrient of India: 
Nominated Ollu ml • 

QCFSTION'S AND ANSW’EBS 

BRAZILIAN IMMIGRATION SOTFM» 

Ofil.^Rao Bahadur B. L. Patil: fa) Have Government anv infortnafion 
regarding the Brazilian immigration schemes started h\ flu* Brazilian 
Go\ eminent »uth a \ rew t. .-ffrael indu-trial and agricultural population? 

{()) If \\ lit Oo\eninu*nt place it on the tahh "* 

(r) If ti ** f>a\i* ( iox eminent am ohnet'o*) t ■ ' ht.dn the necos-.arA 
informal ion on tie* -aifped of Drizdcm nmnurr it ion including the following 
points 

(i) tin numhei of Indian** \\ho h im* .dr.-ads -tttled tin tv, 

fn) tin names of Indian- in Mip» 1 W i»tVn i.d po«t** and in learned 

professions , 

(in) the tune since how loin* 11 »*' M'hrtuiN a»v in operation; and 
{\\) rcsfuetw.ps if am. a*, to the piofc* Cuiti of religious faiths? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: (u) W Sir 

(/>) Does not arise 

(r) TTis Ma]est\'s Government vill he inoxed tu make eiiipurie*, on tin 
points mentioned h\ the Honourable Member. 

Brazilian Immigration Sciifmfs. 

902. *1180 Bahadur B. L Patil: Will Government he pleased to place 
on the table the correspondence, if any, of whatsoever date, between the 
Brazilian Government and the Government of India, either direct or 
through the British Government, on the immigration schemes? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: No such correspondence has taken place 

( 254.? ) 


A 
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Muslims \ppointei>to the Political Department in the North-'West 

Frontier Province. 

902 *Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (on behalf of Seth Hnji Abdoola Haroon): 
Will (Sox eminent be pleased to state: 

(*/) ii“\\ main Muslims luxe been token into tin* Politienl Depart¬ 
ment m the North-West Frontier Province during the last ten 
\ears; 

(b) bow main of them were appointed Deputy (Ymnnissioners and 
Political Agents in that Proxinre; and 
((■) it the rij»l\ to part [b) be m the neg.itne, tins reasons for the 

Millie ? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: m, Out ol II Mudim nfn ox ivcmicl t«»r the 
Political DeiuMment sint « 1922 t» n luxe ^ixc! m tin North-West 

"Fronlier Pruunec 

ib) Two 

(■•) Doe- not ,.riM 

Ten ver n:\r «Vr in K\km\*;s «»f Piece »: vti:h Kmployi.es or rim 
(rn\ p.rnment oi f\->!» Press New l)i lti i 

964 *Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan: uM Is it a fact (hat the 
coinpoN'to'distributes. mmo-dor^ and pressmen of the Government of 
India Pro— New D. Ihi, mv paid on piece rates and thex are allowed no 
privileges of li .h-tn- and Kundaxs like the salaried hands? 

(b) T" it a fad that the 10 per cent enf is nc.de both from the 
tinned and r a . e-ra*ed emploxoc- of the Press*’ 

(r) !‘ ib- .o'."''.-*)* to p.ct*- ail «nd ( h ) In* m iln* .itbrniatne will Govern¬ 
ment be pit .i-i d to stab if the\ contemplate to stop tin* 10 per cent 
cut from tb e.on :i'> oi Me :>iec ravd ■ niploy*' If not, wh\ not 9 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: • i b. ,n-..r in Mu tiist p irt is 
in the nfFb-mef ix•* md m t b*• s«*'-ond part »n 11n• nejatixe 

(h) Ve¬ 
to) Tin itfintion of tb* Honour,ib!. Mtmlur i- undid to the reply 
lti \en on 1KM. M;u’i b 1022 to part (a) of unMaird i|iii d'oii No F'ft by 
"Mr S (' Mill i in Me* Ta*‘ r i daf i\e \ —t *f i M • 1 4 

Pent ■» ') , \ , :p:ic .»r PI\i»*• • »vr.r,s rm: flo\ p:\xilnt oi Ini»i\ 

Pi* ins. Vi:\v Drran 

96 r>. v Kunwar Haiee Ismail Ali Khan: (a) K i a fact Mint, the 
. a j * * »lo* i if Mu Minuet n 1 ln*l a Press New Delhi, are provided v i*h 

iip-ivt .-‘.s i * ! . i d\ ... - ut r-m '.\m ,r f • thru* -'•.mix earnings, with 
Mr * * u" * 1 * * i of M- < *.• iv'-mueid of India since the transferor the press 
froi - <’ V"dt i *< D-lid ,n 191*2 \MnMi i« a period «»f about 20 Years 9 
(h) r. d a faef tint Mk* emploxc-, of the pre-s are exempted from such 
extra ebarc- a- wafer tax and eleetrieil x metre r< nt, ete , due to their 
poni* eavnines? 
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((') JI’ Hr* answer t,«) parts (a) and (b) be in the aflinnntive, wiii (Gov¬ 
ernment be pleased to state whether it is contemplated to raise the rate 
of rent and to levy sneh extra charge as water tax, etc ? If <o. why? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: (a) Indian subordinate employees 
j\ i In- <J Aernuieiit ol India Pre—, Delhi. .in charged rent up to a lii.aimum 
limit nt 5 per cent ot their emoluments 

(hi and (. ) 'J In imploxm- ■ .1 ihe l)«liii Pn*-,*, lia\ t hi mi ujv.-ii the 
1 •<u me— 1 «tin under Fundamental I• ul« J5A. iindet whir It no M'pjiriti' n nt 
iv nhai^ml Jo!' -alillarx Water -Uppl\ and eleetrie installation- and tittiligi- 
Put tin- mil ivrpiire- that, tin tenant -Imuld pm lifter hire aim Fie co-t 
»: ‘'at(i and elielllr mim"v etr , ( on limed 'rile ipie-tioli wli**ther 

IV — • ? t) ph»' i i *s -IioiiM Ik no 0 ( 1 “! ’ iv m , li ii'jr < a n<>t 's ■ • nr 1 » eon* 
Sidi t al !• ill 

D'Iih «'!’i in i • h: Pi: >\n>i.\r Pi \ .» ra >\i hik Kvavrso- oi Pikc w:-»: \ n:n 
KMfi/iN i.Ks or mr. {\me\t mi |\ni\ Pnr.ss. Xkw Pi.lti 

000. *Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan: (a) 1- it a fact that the 
Fnnirib'llor\ Pro\idenr Fund w.i** d**dneted on th« earninsrs of the piece* 
iait*d *• nipi«i\ee- cl tin tlournment of India Press New Delhi? 

1 /•• I- ' I a fad tliat the (\>ntnl>uiu w Pr«.\ ideni Fund of Fie piece-ruled 
cme ] o\.»- hi tin pie— i- now deducted on their class-rate pa\ ? 

i ■ !' t • « ill w I ; p'M- (a , 11(1 (/>l b* ill ihi . 1 11 1 v 1 1 j > 1 1 \ « will ( nA 

mini* nt be ple.i-cd to -tate win the f 'nntril.utorv Provident Fund is not 
deducted on 1 he earnim/s of the piece rated emplm ees? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: (,/> and iM Ye- 

( i Ih-miii-e the taming of pa cr-w orl.ei s diwiiiaie and ih» mle*» 
i**ipi.r* tint tlu -uo-im ipt i. »n hveil 1»\ rh< -ub-eriber -hall not v iry 
throughout the year. 

F * » * : i • po-r (i. r hi r in ()« ■ \rrov *». T t r\«via:^i:v 

ITorsi: wn Inwrv Ffor^r. iv Iiomiiay. 

tr»7 *Mr. N. M. Joshi: Will r„ »v. rnnn iu be pleased to -into 

i i' the ii'i-M'M! of rent p ud h\ the Post Onie< for the occupation 

u* tin Thnl\rr^e\ Hntt-e in Pombax per month inclusive of 

.ill municipal and other taxes; 

n>' 4 lie total ‘mount pud for the purdm-e of Irwin House in 
Dou.bn for the Post Office ineludmg 1 h« * con mil—on of Fie 
house neent.; 

; d ill* irnamd rein paid per month to the Dombax P--n Trust, 

-h. .•'' ,, a , f 'iiiiM’ini remnrml p > |>.* -»x n* ! e* month for the 
purchase of disinfectants and the supervisor i lamp's required 
io lie paid T«» th“ Pomhax Municipal it\ >>i . >t herw ise, 

{* 1 h** nrri^K loontldv uuonut di'Uianded h\ Fie Bomba' Muni¬ 
cipality by wav of house and other taxes; 
n Fi>' t'»1al e\pendu ui'i' -o far in -urred on Fi lepnir- to the lr.uu 
Hihisi* after u- purchase and the nciUTing expenditure re¬ 
quired annual!} for its repairs; 

A 2 
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(</) the ainniaJ depreciation value of the building; and 
(h) the total monthly expenditure on account of all items nientioi led 
in parts (<•)» (<*/) and (r) including the average monthly intori) 
on the purchase price? 


Mr. T. Ryan: (</t IN 2.500 Thakersex House was fhwn up from tbi 
1st Decern her, I'.KH 

{It i IN 2.09, i GO 

(<•) lis 2,171 

(«/) IN SI Supomsun chains xxeie paid to ibi Hoinbax Ai unicipahG 
lor two monilis oul\. nL . Max and dune, 19111, al l!s lapei month S'lin 
the 1st dulx, 1931, the superx .sion is mortised dep.irtmentailx 

(e) IN 307 per nion11 1 (s houst *u«\ \\ \ aiv 1 »» 11 » 1 i,u • 1 1 1 v« it* i 

\ei been fixed by the Municipalifcj\ 

(/) JN 12.27o rhi (Miirnm. e\pemliiiii« 1 1 «I . 1 n 1111 . 1 1 i\ -s 

.ilx »nt 1 N. o non 

{ff) lis (iOO. 

[In IN :> t)l I 1 \chicl nc n.i« 1 iii i nthi 1 lev- •mil* . *« 11 , u , 


STOCCM.I: 01 1*1.KM \ \ i: VI I’Kl'KI ITMl'Ni’ I «> K 'I UK I *« Oil K\K. 

res. *Mr. N. M. Joshi: (<n Will Gc\ eminent be ph ased to state 

whethel 

11 / the Diiectur (ieiiei'ul ,.i I'usts and '1 elcuraphs had issued mstruc- 
tions i «ii tin j*- st Office sj(h ii"t to fill in aii\ \ ucuncics per- 
m.iui *»*J\ in 1 1“ Matl since Kt Jnh. 1930, and 
•t , that sn*el.»i ‘Kviii- wui l'ssikd b; tin Guxeinim nt <<t lnd a to 
have idled iiem the lath July i0-* 1 “ 


, /> ; li t 1 u >•< f*lies {m lti n»s m, and (n, he *n the atlirmal w i , are fin\orji- 
luent ]*i( f> ■red e* i^ik nist; m t ions that lhos t who In Id \ae.inf appoint- 
molds jj/' •, t.. |’>i|i .J»,K ’i the l\i-t Oflici max he confirmed in 

t hoi- 1 posts'* 


Mr. T. Ryan: .1 :• .yd m . !„• 1 h <t 1 ii 1 

April. 1931 direct me that pendm.* further order- no oflh : hu» on iind < » 1 
of a poM should he made permanent 


teit 


(ij) The I ronourahji Member apparent!' 1 efi m In tin hh-ulution d. 
the Utli Ju!\ 1931 published in the Gazette <*| India eonxevinc the y 
sion of the Ooxeruo! fh-nevnl in Council that a- **n <ul hilfrhr m«'fisii ,,< 
appointments to an\ posts permanent •*»' tempo»ar\ made on or all* 

16th Jnlx 1 * l of o-T-oes .»o i «n flrxmnneid rn i"* 1 • *i ihe loll' 11 ' 


all 

the 




ose p 


■»oi 

1 11 f VOO Gf'Ue* ll Ml CoiUU ,: i in Competent 


mine under the Civil Service* Tinles shall he made on a provisions* 
that is to raw in an officiatin': capacity 


d. 1 «*r- 
•i footing 


subject to 


(h) r rhe Director fhmrat is issuin'.* instructions pormitfinr. ’ 
certain restrictions. the confirmation of permanent officials ^ U 

affected In retrenchment ir which thov were appointed \ r ( 

to the 24th September. 1931. 


proi 
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Delegation of certain Powers to Town Inspectors of Post Offices 
in First Class Head Offices. 

069. *Mr. N. M. Joshi: Will Government be pleased to state 

(a) whether the examination of the question of giving powers to 

the Town Inspectors of Post Offices attached to the First 
Class Head Offices lias been completed and. if so, with 
what result; 

(b) wlietlier it is a fact that the Town Inspectors at the Presidency 

Towns of Madras and Calcutta, do exercise the powers of 
appointments, etc , of poahneu and inferior servants and 
Unit no adminJMratjve difficulty is experienced at those 
Presidency Towns; 

(c) whether the delegation of thene powers in Bombay would reduce 

con-itler.ibly the work of the Inspecting Postmasters attached 
to 11 it ‘ Bnmbax General Post Office. 
ill, w 1 1 * -t I u r tin mspret i* > ( i o! First and Second Class Offices was 
earned <>n by the r I own ln-poetor- o\eii wh»*n these posts 
cariied nme-*>cale oj pay, and 

\> » if replx i- ]mM i h i above he i M . t h« aihrmat jx c, whetiur Govern¬ 
ment pmpn-i* i>» extend Urn- jMivxns to tlu Town Inspectors 
in Bombay? 

Mr. T. Ryan: < r ; Tin t % mhiii u i«>n e -til! >11 pr<»ji* — 
lb) Tin »i ph tu tii- |m» t ii* the (pit -stinn i.- m tiie affirmative, 

i- H’^ard- the si c »ii', ii.irt --mi . , dmim-tr.iti\e dnhmilx ha- ir»-en 
("i Sunn dieiit e 'hi' »i'»n >t «.»K might n-nit 
Uh \ e^ 

(i ) \- all can * -t • i -«l tin whult ipH-tn»n i- -till under t\eimnation, and 
no dual decision ha- h'*en ie , n*li- , d 

VrTRvnwrK xtIvxm.xvxv Pi. x itorms m Bxii.ww M ml Sekvici: Sorters. 
97*>. *Mr. N. M. Joshi: Will Govtinment lie pleased to state 

(n) whet la r the ••lUjunx referred to in ilie leply to unstarmd ques¬ 
tion Xu «»(H», on tin 16th March 1P;U. by Mr. N. 1\. Gunjal 
in the legislative A-somblx ha- -mce been completed and 
if -o, xxith what result; 

(b) whether it has siuce been further decided that the platform 

attendance of the B M K. Sorters should be completely* 
ignored and the additional set m tile B M. S. Section xvith- 
drawn under certain circum-lances and, if so, whether 
Government will be pleased to place on the table a copy of 
those orders; and 

(c) whether it is an intention of these orders that the platform 

attendance, even to the extent of two hours in excess of the 
permissible time of 15 minutes, should neither be considered 
nor counted as duty? 

Mr. T. Ryan: (a) ;Yes. The decision arrived at is that the time spent 
by sorters of Railway Mail Sendee section- in Record Offices should not 
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bo taken into account, in determining their weekh* uorkiti" hours in the 
K r ans. 

(5) and {c ). The position is not as stated b\ tlic Honourable Member. 
Ho is referred to the orders contained in the Government ot India, Depart¬ 
ment <»f Industries and Labour letter No. Lst -B./APC.-31/27, dated 
the 14th duly. 1930, a copy ot iiliioh is placed on the tabic* ot the House. 


From 


Xo Est.-R./APr 31/27 

Gen eun’MFn r oi Indiv 

OELVARTMKM Ob IMH’M IilK.s \\1» LARt»l K 
Po-Us and Telegraphs 1 *» .»neV 

Pai imI Sr i. .* a 14* h .Iui\ lw.V, 


T H\ \,\. Eskimo C 1 K 

■ToM'I Sfi i PI all lii lilt If. ■ I •lift lit iM I'M' 


To 

Hie Dnriiui PcMcial .f Po-'- ,md Telegraphs 

SUB.li.ei . of V i • i / If d >> /. Hi if /non lot ?tu<> 4 o'l < t >f tot./ tiotoll 

li. M v >erf ion • 


‘ 1 fo 


Sn. 


With * U. tin Hide I * M I'Jtili.* . 1.1 tl 111 Ml.- Pi |MI I l-n n, lift l \i. In 

P. J K. dated the 13 l ii lie* emiu r. Ib?t) s.'iimkiiii 1 ■ td • 11: i« n.t 1 in : i i«* Ihidv ,i\ 

Mail Ncsmcp lot it 3 settnm-. >i liu- iimv unm in tin u«»; i > < • >t < i 'vennnent oi r.ulin 

dm I rases often ai*-e n w 1 .* it Pit wriliv " mini*. lioui- 01 .1 Ihulw.ix 0.1 

Service se t exceed 1 In.* pie-cnhrd -t.mdaid*- 1 1 v .in Inin ni 1 w 1 ■ ami • - .on l 

exists for determining what t l '(" ^ o\»m Pic |>)*< uihed -i. in'.iiM oi woi Ii i.u'ki'i. 
houis of 30 and 36 hour- lot login ai d dav -e*iion- icxin'i'\il\ Mn>nl<i l»n ,.n • 

Ilistit \ iiii addlional M*t. *h. u* i- .1 uu-i lei able di\«i in ol j-.nine n d'-almj 
with Mali imm‘ In o»dei in nn 11 e i , 'i | li'i , iiiia he C !• -\ 1 11 ■* «*t Im.tii . te.-ium 

1 hat definite ordei - should l»t h iiihI. in the eiitii llial an .idmin.’i.d m" -I' add 

not he s;.rn ljoned when mi< h addition v dl ha\* tin elle< ( •. 1 im!u< in^ 1 lit wiel.lv 

working horn- pei *et below 24 and 30 iti Ihe cisc ot nigl l .ml d.i\ *.pition« tes 

poctivelv In applying tin si.mdaid plalfoim attendant < should not lie inimifn 

since ivtak on the plalfoim briuie tin iho.niiiie id a lain is 1 ol -n an mimn a- wens 

m a 1 minim: -1*1111111, and the standard If.. .* -oil n ; rn 1 1 oflu • o a IiiltIi a 8 bunt' t . 

day Moreove* the u»unting ot platform atlend.inie m urh .a* ex merea'P*. fin 1 eret l\ 

working hours applet tably and rau-.es nioidalde p\peml lure 

2 As an example a . .iso rm\ he punted ot .1 seftuai with . r > set- vvlinli In- a 

run of 10 hours 30 minutes in the out-trip and 0 hotes 37 niimitr-* in the 111 tun 
The xveekl\ working houis ol catli set are 26 honi-. 27 e mutes and 3 seconds a 
figure rriuel) helow the standard of 30 hours fixed foi a night see turn : hul by- 
adding it- da dl platform altend.mee ol 3£ hours, ‘he wo Mi noil mg hours were* 
increased to 32 hours 15 mi mile*' ami 4 -crouds anil utioPm*" -et was sniri loneel 

The re-nlt is (hat the weekly working hou. mow .mm 23 !■ » 1 - 1 miiitiles and 50 

seconds per -et winch the Government e»f Tndi.i consider ,oe. low e* »n foi a night 
section , 

3 Pi oi elei to avoid the irtimenir ol sin Ii ta-e- m inline platform attendance 
may, tor ordinary purposes, he cemuled in el«*ieimining tlu* numher oi sci- of a 
section, ’hut when the addition ri| the pl.itterm attendant e lias the eflect of reducing 
the weekly working houis helow 24 hours in the ease ot a night section and helow 
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30 hoars in the rasp of a day section, ll should not, be taken jnto account, but the 
number of Hots should be determined solely by the actual working hours in the 
mail van. 

4. Heads ot Circles should now be liistrm led to le-ucarmne the number of f-ets 
in each of the Railway Mail Service section under their control and to read|UJl them 
where necessary in accordance with the principles laid down above 

I have the honour to be. 
Sir 

Your most obedient servant, 
T. TIYA.V 

Joint Set rvtanf to the (loi *• inmmt of India. 


No. Kxt 15/A PC-31 /27 

A cojn l" torwaided io» mtorinntion to tin Accountant Gcmi.il 1 *»»xt- aad 
Telegraphs 

M Ft < OH CRN 

h'nainot \f/ri-.tr I'o^t mil T> 

Simla. 

77 m 11ftl- Julif 1 


No. E-t B/APC-31/27. 

A eojn is torwarded 1 cm information and hhiv^.tix iuiimi to all Postmasters* 
General and to the Directoi « I Tosts and Telegraphs. Sind and Baluchistan Circle 

J R T BOOTH 

Kf-mor De/irtif 7hrotor-(; ),* tit 

Simla. 

Tht lt f th Jul v 7'Go 


Sr \ijs <n Tv's in thf l'» ^t\i I >ep w:'wn:vr. 

1)71. *Mr. N. M. Joshi: !M. mn«j to the roplv given to starred 
que-hon No 1057 (regnd ng si-.ilr- of pn\ m tin* Postal 1 >epartnrient) put 
m t!it VmhiI* 1\ h\ Mi T N llaiiiulnMod*! -n JKi M Toll. 1931 
w'dl Ge\ eminent h* pleased to state 

(i) how flic* cinndndmg' sentence in clause (tj) can b-* reconciled with 
tlu sl:>u nit lit in t l.mse (c) of the said i*epl\ , 

ui) whether ;i graduate recruited m the Pombax Circle on lHh 
June 1920 on an initial pa\ ot px f»l per month m the 
old se de of Px 10 120 then, was under V It 22 brought 
on to the new scab' on 1st March 1027 ;md Ins pay fixed 
at Its fu per month; 

(lii) whether a graduate recru ted on and after Kt March, 1927, in 
the' new scale n. , Ps 40 -A—140 wax however, gi\en an 
initial salarx at Ps. 00 per month ; 

fiv) whether it ix a fact that in the case referred to in (lil and (iii) 
above, a junior got higher pav than what Ids senior did; 

(\) whether it is a fact that the number of such affected officials 
does not exceed 50; and 
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(vi) whether they propose to grant to the old graduate servants one 
advance increment under Fundamental Rule 27? 

Mr. T. Ryan: (i) There is no inconsistency between the two statements 
1o which the Honourable Member refers One of them admitted tliat cer¬ 
tain oiiici.ik got levs j»e\ than certain otheis The second statement was 
that those oilicials were not put to any loss in fact, nobody lost anv pay. 
In both eaves the ofhi i.ilv rt(ci\ed the ]•«<\ m w ha li they were entitled 
under the conditions which existed at the time the\ joined the service, or 
as vnhvequenth roused 

(ii) No In Jinn, J92fi l lu re was no time-scale nl h’s JO— 120 m the 
.Komhav Cireh 

(ill) 'lev 

ti\) l';ivi>v ,,f 11 1 : v ImihI eiirred though the pi'eeist ease eoilti mpiated 
• ii part (n) ot the cpu-Mion <hd not oeem 

i a i (I(*\ eminent he\ e no (Ttmiti nilomi. imn ,iv to the iminliu oi such 
ciivs 1 1 111 it prohahh exceeds 50 

(m) \o r rhe ( hcinges i aide m si ales ol pay, < oiijdcd with tin opuation 
oi I lie iiihv in. .ionia < iiisi ii v .i 111 ,ii.uii,,.iuis imvis , aiioui 1 1 1* i annot 
alwa\v Ik avoid* 1 .mo lt s no hods '',iv .aKetsely athend m j»..\ (iovern- 
inoit decided not 10 tiv.it v|n-»nll\ tin m in*^i n»ii 


Kl»rc\Tlo\ ol Till. ClIIMlKKN OK PKK.ss’ KmI'L'H l'l*> IN 1 I 

972 *Kunwar Raghubir Singh ion bohalt ot Mr A Dus) {a) Will 
Government he pleased to state wily schools ior boys and girls are not yet 
started in the Press urea at barakliamha since the mo\e oj the Press from 
Old to New Delhi in August, 1931? 

(b) Are Go\eminent aware that education of the children oi the Press 
employees has been hampered owing to want ot Pnnian Free Schools? 
Ji so. when will such schools he opened *’ 

(c) Is it a fact that the Press employ«*es lvpiesented Hit said case to 
the higher authorities 1 * If so wind action lias been taken by Government? 
If not, why not 1 * 

(d) Ts it a fact that a{ Timarpur there were three schools, one for boys, 
ole* for Jiciunh _ r irN m<I another lor Hindu and Muhammadan and 
Christian girls under the Notified Area Committee? 

Sir Frank Noyce: [a) A primary vehool lor hoys and guN was started 
in the Rarukhamha area by pm ate enterpiise on the Kith \o\embor, 
1931 Tins school has been ii‘eognised by tlie Kducatioii Hepartment of 
Delhi Province which has also made a recommendation to the New Delhi 
Municipal Committee that the school should receive n grant-in-aid The 
provision of additional facilities for schools m this ova is the responsibility 
of the New Delhi Municipal Committee 

(1>) Pmnan education In the, schools maintained by the New Delhi 
Municipal Committee ns well as in most of the aided schools m New Delhi 
is already free 

(*•; Government have no record of anv sneli representation. 

(d) Yes 
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Quarters ok Press Employees in New Delhi. 

07 :J. *Kunwar Raghubir Singh (on bulnilf of Mr A. Dus): (a) Will Gov¬ 
ernment. be pleased to state whether the accommodation in the new 
quarters for the Press employees at Jhirahhamba js not better than those 
at Tiniarpur nr Mew Delhi, c^prcialh of “B”, “C and “D M type 
quart ers ? 

(b) Is it si fact, that in the cornet *pace one “15** and three “C M 
quarters have been built and tin* bach side of tlu s» quartos are very close 
In the latrines of the adjoining qu,lifers ,md bad injurious smell of the 
.d| 11 u l.itmir* c nit in tlu ■ • i. mdali- ..nd m.uiMv.ihU ol the»»e “D” and 
“Iqual’lei s 1 

(f i Is it a l.ii’i Mi.it the 1. 1 1 mi a - oi i lit- * ] • * and “(’ ' quarters have been 
'unit in the, verandah attached to In dionm .* 

(■/i D it i i a t ih • i molin' tilmiit ifluiU 1mm been ini i it on the* hack 
-'t' 1 in quai't*!*- tmiMUe. 1 a sqii.m illmbi s troin the \'it\ and 

Mirromidmg places eonu* to wash tie .r el'-the!?*’ Are Government aware 
tli.it tins 's likelv jo luintr nib etions mto the (Government quarters? 

(r) Do Go\»rniri( in propose to take immediate action to stop this 
practiee f) 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: r ! I». a. commodufi<»n provided 

n ibe new|\ con-ti Iietcd “li* t m>. 1*»*. -- mi nt ■?- s a little ]es^ Jh.m that 

pinvided in \«*w 1 )i*!li' and ;il ! iHi.u.m *• 1 u 1 "»■< >t i* *n o' tvpe 

1 i s diiaiti'i- 11 1 111 tin i 11 o -p. aidin. ■ pi n X. c Delhi I he 5 K'(*tim- 

modatinn in I) t \ p< «> i« 11 1 «• i -- a hit! h ^ th, n * b* Tii!,,irinir uunrfers. 

i'b) 111.- ii*(d\ t<i tlii* fii'.t i et .** ui tlu* .-rb-iM.i-we >nd to .he ser*ond 
?• <ri m tl,.* n«*/a 1 i\r 

M \" 

('h I hi r« ph to l hr luM put ■ • ’'it qn ^t'«.i> u in th 1 affirmative. 

1 'ih‘il n in p it pen to '///')/•■ s' t» in tlii* CiD ()n’\ illmbift holding 
•“•"liees 'mm th«* \.*w l)r]hi Municpa ,; t\ n r with' ri-’d to u^. them 

(r) Docs not nrwe 


1 kon rs|o\ <>;■ i* \riLiriKs i**i hi IDvri.\ n»>\ i.iv., or IMik.sh Employees 

i\ V»:\v D.ilhi. 

t)7I *Kunwar Raghubir Singh (on behalf of M r A Das). (a) Is it a 
tai't that no quarter tor a reereation club Inis been given to the Press 
' mplovce* at Ihirakdiumba and am G i\emim m o\.iv iha< uuirh Minmvo- 
niepcc is beihj ielt for lihrun <*tc *' 

{h) Is it a fact that no smiahle piny ground lias been fixed for the 
employees of tin* Press since their coming over to Dnrukharnba? If not. 
why not V 

K ) VVlii'ii (]() (ioM'fniiicni propose to remove all the said incon- 

venienecs ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: (,t) \r> press ouaiier k available 

for allotment for a recreation club. 
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, ( h) Common pl.ix grounds exist outside I Ik* Delhi (info mid at (’on 
naught Place for tho use of residents al Haraklnmiba. and (Internment mv 
not in n pvdfion fo p?o\ide m separate j»Ki\ground for flu* press 

(c) Does not arise 

Lack ok Heating Aki:\mu aients in the (Ioveknmi-nt ok India Pkkss. 

N k\\ Delhi. 

97A *Kunwar Raghubir Singh (on behalf of Mr A. Das): Is if a fart 
that no heating arrangement had been made this wilder in fhe new Gov¬ 
ernment- Press budding in New Delhi 0 Wind is flu* idea in regard to 
this*' 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: D- <.o\inimen| d«* nm pn-p-.M m 

take a1 1 \ ,u*f K>ii ,i! pi e^elil 

L\Hv oK \V ‘TT'IK T\l’s 1\ Till’ [’IO?II*NT Ol l\l>1\PlMSs \ I X\ DlIHI. 

. *Kunwar Raghubir Singh (on hehah of Mr V Das) („) Wili 
(io \ eminent be pleased ju si, i r | m »" m no wafer i «ps imti l»«en !'\« d m ? ' *i 
mam (Inurnment Press building New Delhi*' 

(In N it •• hut that .mix une lap Inis been fixed in iiont of the 
Manage. - !*...m wlrii the Press . i• ij»l \ees are in»t .‘Plowed to go 0 

(e) An* (».»\i i iiiia nt aw iv that much lticom enieia ( is felt on account 
of want «.f wafer taps 0 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: (a, *Js 

(/») and (i ) No 

/ 

M < <>l \ TA Ms 1 I A 1.1/1 I !• ’« O r l | t 111. }* 1 I -'\ ‘ \'MA I A I J <•! v'. >i I V’\. 

977. *Mr. S. C. Mitra* Will <« ■A.-minent ht pleased to lay on the 
table <i list n« the \< c mutants \ ith iuiihs " li<> hau heen on deputation 
ill the ol'ih i . »f tin Veeoimtant General (’«utral lb At lines, sun r 
showing the grounds on which the\ lisivt heen retam**d <»» n\erted to the 
substantiu appointments la id h\ them m ntbei pr.»\niccs owing to 

retrenchment in that office 4 ’ 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: With \our pinnKsion Sir. T will 
rrph to questions Nos f)77 and 078 together 

Tho inform dam ha- bin* 'ailed for and will he laid on the tab!* ia 
due course 

Divisional \reorvi wts im 'i mi •> at .V» Yi \k« or \cl 

;978 *Mr. S. C. Mitra: Will Government la pleased to stale tin* names 
ol tlu Di\ isional Aeeiamtants m r\ mg under tin Au-ountant General, 
Central Ih tenues who ha\< or have not been tmen an extension of their 
services after completing .V> \ear c of age? 

Formation or \ “ KusNmr " ‘ uoyimt. 

979. Rao Bahadur B. L. Patil: («) Deferring to the replies to un¬ 
starred (fMcstiou No. 49 («), dated the lofh September, 1931, will Govern¬ 
ment he pleased to state whether any action liofi been taken under section 
52A of the Government of India Act? 

t I'm ar,.v. fi to this question, *<■* an wct to question No. P77. 
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(I)) Do (iovermnenl intend to proceed to make an enquiry when the 
conditions of section a 2 A are com plied with? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: With som p« mo-Mon Sir. I pro¬ 
pose to unswci questu»ns \i^ U7l> DHO and D81 together. 

(in\ eminent are aware <>( (lie view*- which have b« en expre—ed on these 
questions from time lo tunc in the Central Legislature and the Legislative 
(Viunei)s of Madrid, lloi.ihnv and Cnorg There i L no pn sent intention of 
proceeding lurlhcr at this stage with the question of forming separate 
Andhra and Kannada provinces. 

Crkvtion iii \ Si-:ni!'T' A i #ai i \isi k \ti\ k I’n n in r r n • K\ n \d-Si twk'.ng 

DlVfliUTs <»I TIM l>OMf{\> \M» M\MMs IF** 

“.iso Rao Bahadur B. L. Patil: (a> Arc (iowrumuit aware that the 
. 1 1 (* ) i 1 1 * * • - 1 llic Jidda k grcaih conccntrat( d in the Kannad-spoaking 
di- - a is ( i 1 ') >i 11 1\ , »id Mad'a- I 1 ?* siflcncies .mu the Province oi Coorg on 
tin (pioti • i»! nifn* i!n»ii i>i ;h d -0 f, ts iiito ji M-parate administrative 

mill " 

i/i i \n < low iim. till imtif i iw.ui- ilii 1 w.dc"pi« id di-men ntmeid nn - 
\.ill- in ili<I 'm p’ (•>■'. .m* ip*/ .ill clause'', of people, owing to fiovernmcnt’s 
* i i.i i*’ •« *i ’ ii. ih" |»’ .» • - m i '!in*i*(on \\ mIi tin* question* 

> • \i « 1 ( o>\. 111•. i ' i*i»*p*ii(*d to appoint a small committee to investi- 
n tin- matt*! .uid n p'»M a- u tlic tmaiicul position and other questions 
iiu if It * 1 1 1 a! I hereto? 


Imhim \tiiin «>i w Amhii: \ Piu»\ i\< > 

“.»si *Rao Bahadur B. L. Patil: u/, \»* in'wrnmeiit . ware that there 
•' a Mi i'c d. nni.d >i|vi f i; iiu mnnation of m \ndhra Piovince adjoining 
tic Kannad districts*' 

(/») I) so Ii.i\ i* < li •' et nment considered ihe qiiC'St’on of appointing a 
-ugh* committee Imth !o»- Andhra and Kannad speaking districts? 

i •" ' 1 >o ( l<w e’’iim« i ■ * p? ii.os, io reach ,i dtfsion hef re the reforms are 

Ushered m " 


l*i ti m S" a n s oi I »i;a w 

<IK 2 . *Mr. S. G. Jog: (,/• N W a lac I that * l*t 11 *\c. Jill i 111 < 1 Indi i 
haw received :m\ n •nmiunivatinn or statement or -uuucstion in the 
matter of tip Inline status «d Ih'rar from the (hwemmem ol the Centr.d 
Pro\ mees 

(l>) It so. wdl (icwenmient let the House know .i*. io w hat that state¬ 
ment or suggestion is" 

Sir Evelyn Howell: !i is regretted that it is not possible t** m.ike an\ 
announcement on 111 ■ ■ siilqect at tins -tage The Honourable Member's 
attention is invited tin answer given b\ me to -tarred question Xo. 4 dG 
h\ Mr O.mi Prasad Smgh on the loth of .Taiwan la«t 

f For answer to thi*, question an-'vor to question No. 
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Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Do Government propose to give the people of 
Berar an opportunity of expressing their opinion, on the principle of self- 
determination, before am changes are made in tla* political or administra¬ 
tive status of Berar? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: I regiet 1 cannot give the ITonourahle Member any 
Information. 

Diwan Bahadur A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: Will Go\eminent Kindly state 
whether thev m mild tain* this Assemblv into confirh lice before any com¬ 
mitment's ol ;i wider n.iinre than are at present incurred are entered into 
in connection with this qmotion'* 

Sir Evelyn Howell: 1 would ldu to have notin «>l that question 

Tinmi Cress XcroMM'iDrHio r'nvmr.ii rm; Srcni t■ in \t Kmh<w ki^ 
movtno to 'iAir.\ « now Xi:w Dmn 

983. Mr. Badri Lai Rastogi: (a) Are Government aware that the Gov¬ 
ernment »>t Tivha st.iff (tfiieralh m\ fev to inu\\ up In Smile b\ tin 119 
Ep train, it hem*; the m«>st convenient, and that mostly applications for 
reserved conmurtments at the time of mow* ire for smaller capacity IIT 
class eonipaitnmnK. «.n\ 9 scater- 0 

(h) Ts it tact that tin sbuk riinniii'.: nil tin said 119 T’p train from 
Delhi to KalK.i is lomprised oi <>i 1\ ilnv. 9 neater compartments and all 
the rein.lining compartnn-nts nv ,inl *2o so..|er IT] da*-- compartments? 

(r) It the rcplv to tin .d»o\ r 1>« m the all'i teal i\< ha\e tin lkiihviiv 
authorities concerned considered ihe de^.ral»dit\ of attachine more 9 -i*.it« r 
compartments in the said train to meet tin* demid of tin* -t iff of the 
Government of India Secret an it il If not. whv not 9 

Mr. P. R. Ran: (7A Yes 

(h) Government understand that tic. number of Herd <d*i-- mrri.a’es 
with -mall compartments is verv limit cm! hut ar» not aware of the actual 
numlvr of such compartment- available in the -to<*h* of 1 hi- train 

lY) T have communicated the Honourable Member's siiccstion to the 
-\"ent. \orth Western llnilwav for such nation i- tin I • 11< r mav consider 
feasible 

Representvtion or r 1 r: Tvtipi.sts o r 1 nI»i w Spttlehs iv T\ n <- wvtk \ 

984. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: (a) Will Government, kindlv state if 
the representation of the Indian settlers in Tantrumlka is based cither on 
their population, or on flieir large commercial and settlers’ interests? 

(b) Are Government aware that no Indian .settler in Tanganyika has 
yet been appointed as an officer in the territory, or to any judicial post; 
and that In the grant of public contracts, there is a marked tendency to 
ignore the claims of Indians in favour of Europeans who may even not be 
citizens of the Empire? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai: («) I am som. Sir, 1 am unable* to answer this part 
of the question, ns the Honourable Member has not specified the body in 
respect of which he desires the information. 
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(b) I mu |>iv|Kitv<l t«< iicfcpt til t tile |/o»iti«ii in rtl tv tit u{<p<Aat- 
imsnt of Indiuns in th« higher htmit, ,ii Tanganyika Hi,.;, be af «tak<f by 
t-lu* Tlononr.-ililf .Mcjiib.T A- f I - til, '■raitiil jiurt O rlii< oiwstlOU. 

< lovemmeht have no information. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh.; \r<- t ii.v»*nimen? ;iw,u\ ? 1 •. :t tin eondif.on ot 
Indum set 11* i ^ m Tstmninik.t i- heeommL r a- acute as that which obtains 
in Kenv.i** 


Mr. G. S. Bajpai: I li.td the privilege about a month ago oi pushing 1 

thiough T.uiLMn\>k.i. .mil I heard verv divergent \i»v\s on that subject. 

Mr. B. Das; (u view oi •.li.• 1 tin. Honunrabh’ Member said regarding 

the etnplox ini'iii o| Indians w hal -top., i]oi s the Hoiioiir.ibh Member pro- 
}in c In t a I • 1 1 » ! < mod' mat iff - ” 

Mr. G. S Bajpai: I In Indian eonnuumi' m P 1 mg m\ik.t have two 
.tw mies ot get tire 1 n-d/i - On.* is h\ appeal b> tin iVnnauont Mandate 
(’«»Tnimwion oi jin* !,« .i"u< oi \ m.oin and the <»th» r u through their own 
n prev.ait.it im . m 11». 'I m.Mii' • h.. Legi'dative t'omuil .Government do nof 
ilnnl tl'at mi U'ltioj mi *1 *» * i 11 kind tin*' (an n* i!!\ mterfete in what 

. I I *| II .» I - t * Oi I 1 *1 I * I 1 ( < 1 ' lllt'TIl l| p«.l|C\ 

Mr. B. Das: Ma\ I . -i th 11 * »• >ci * I • ■» \f moor what k the use of 

.i e* • ptiii': (hi "tat* I'n m jI tl*» matt* r going h ho left to the represents- 
1 1 VI v 111 111'* TmiLalivikii I J'-'J'-I.it is e Cotuiiil 

Mr. G. S Bajpai: Tn«ur h I 1 tint tin position *d md uv tin* nues- 
t e oh i *n i* n i- wt.t..l m 1 • m I M’ei pt n». re-ponvihil't\ <>n behalf of 

t’n,' i Mil i < I'' 

Dr. Ziauddm Ahmad: in \ . , .. tin <i,\tmnt .n'orn.uia*n w hi. h tin 

0.i\'»'i"’ at lii\, r . i.\'d ni.t\ 1 a-k w in ther tL. 0.ivennneiu would tr\ 

1** find "'U t 1 '- . t i. 1 n*-iti n oni ni..kr an .it1 1 mht (•> redress the 

"Tievaiiee-v if the\ art found to exisl 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai: !i rI h flonoinaMi vhmiKi wants t,> have detailed 
information on the "uhna I 1 sh mid mv lint the great hulk of the opinion 
uhnh I v as it .la to i olle* ; a. T ulmip ika v ,i. to the fhaf tin 

tiii|ord' o r di Ind',.n "'mil ni'iv ate unit.» h;n»nv 

Mr. Gava P v asad Smpli: \u (1*.\• mment nw.ae that -onu* imnnrtant 

... .a i«..'v.; ti,,M ho. 1* oi ^ al h\ the il •• ennoeiu nf Tang mila 

resjru.tnur tin iralitn. radii- <>) Indian ttletv. m that teiriWv 1 

Mr G. S, Bajpai: 1 won id ,i-k tuv TTonour *hle *'»•!• *i i« 1 to own* is,- a little 
p:d i. • e ( i * mil wait f .*» tin* Minui'N to the further miestions wdindi he has 
nut d. wvn on that * td ioel 

Mr. B. Da**: Go— no* the Honourable Member think it is huh time 
flint the Government of Tmli i ^Imuld nnnoint an Airont in East African 
Taiv.an\ tha to look *ift<*r the ado'Y^fy of the Tndimis there? The ‘sugges¬ 
tion has been nnd.* verv often from tins ^ide 
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Mr. G. S. Bajpai: The suggestion regarding the appointment i»l an Agent 
in Tungamika has oiii\ been made k>da\. The suggestion about hull} a, 
lias been made before and has been under tile consideration ol the Ch>\em¬ 
inent. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: \re Go\cnmai\t aware thai the suggestion 
about the Agent m hast Africa has been made lor some time*’ 

Mr G. S. Bajpai: 1 confers that it I ome- lu im iiilaeU as a jneee of 
new mtornnition toda\. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : I Inis the statement made • i\ thi i 1 1 >i i < Miral »le Member 
that the ma|ont\ "I Ind'am lcsubnj in Tangain ika appeal to be quite 
happ\ lepres. nt the e-nsidei'eil opm on of the Gn\eiun.<nl ol India or is 
il laiseil on eeuam mIm i \ at ions made b\ him a toniM in 11 1 ; 1 1 i- *ii i it i \ V 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai: 'flu lloiiournhli AJemb-t >euis t «» assume that m\ 

,visit to Tangnnx ikn was merej\ that ot a inuriM It was not exact In that, 
because the local Indian Assoeuition i.iine and s. t \\ iln members oi the 
delegation ami si iie<| in Hum wlnil 11 1 « 11 news on Ha jhnI o n n 'J an 
ganyikii were Now U is j>ertertJv clear that in regaid to om or two 
matters 1he\ had certain n presentations to make, but l Hunk that m\ 
Tlomuinhle trielid. men l\ because one m* two pa-cos <»| legislation Wil’e 
placed on the Matute-book lvrenth, would not he pistil,ed in dt.iwmg flu* 
inference tli.d the 'jeinT.il condition of tin Ind'ui eoninmmt\ is one «>l 
unhappiness. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy: \ t», | i ;,ilo a th.it ih« dileo.dion a as ofhi iall\ 
outhoiised 1 )n tl»* Government of India to inquire into the situation m 
Tangnmika? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai: It was not olhrialK authoiLrd to inquire into the 
Tangnmika situation Kqiialk it was not «*tVu i.allv prohibited from listen¬ 
ing to representations that were made to them 

Mr. B. Das: Do T infer that in the opinion of the Honourable Member 
Hie situation is so good m Taneamika and F.'-t Africa thai there is no 
upcessitx for the appointment of an Agent there 0 

Mr G. S. Bajpai: T never said that 

Amendment of thi: Tuuie Ltctastvo Oki>iv'\of r\* Twiovytki. 

PRr>.‘ : Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: (,/i An G<\--rnmi ut mw.u% that an 
Ordinance, iiitifled “An Ordinance to -uueml Hie Trades Litmising Ordi¬ 
nance", wa- nassed b* the Lcgislatixc Hoimei! ol Timgan» ika. on the 5th 
Ffhrn.u’N. 10*12. m spit" of the nrnlesl of the Indian As-oeialinn. and the 
Indian settlers then*? 

(f>) Is it, a fact that tint Ordinance create?, monopolies in favour of 
non-Indians to the premdiee of the Indian trading and commercial in¬ 
terests. so far as the native produce is conctrned? 

(r) Are Government aware that, this Ordinance is at variance with 
'Article 7 of the mandate which secures “to all nationals of States Mem¬ 
bers of the League of Nations the same rights as are enjoyed in the 
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termory b\ his own nationals in respect ot entry into and residence in 
the lerriton, the protection afforded to their person and property, the 
acquisition oJ property, movable and immowdde, and the exercise of their 
profession or trade 

(d) What steps, it am, have <iowrimi* nt taken, or propose to take in 
the matter? 

Mr. 6. S. Bajpai: (,/» \ c-s 

[h) Tlnie k noth, in. 1 jn the Oidin.ince to show lhat monopolies woukl he 
Seated oi i.i\«»nr ot itrn: -1 m! i,m^ Tin* Governor ^ r a\r an assurance that 
tin law would l>» applied v ’ Jii absolute impartiality 

hi Tins is the \i'\\ held h\ the Indian Actuation oj Dar-e-.-Salaam. 
Ii lias het n hrmi'dit to th, notice ot IIU \Iaje^t\T Government 

h/i In \ i uiim ui ao r, cun 'sp ( nd"iie« w.lh the S«eiet.T\ ( >i State on 
tin- Mih}eef 

Mr. B. Das: 1- »t m-» t a tat ih..t tin t m\. imm'iit <»i rndia eoiueinplated 
th - iippoiii 1 1 1 a 'ill .»! a T) .* d i ■ i'iiiiniiNs,oii(.|' f» >i East Alrica and that official 
w i - 1 » h'* I* »• it • d it /an/ 'h.T 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai: I think ihil ipuMiop niii'ht to i»e addressed to the 
Honour ihle th* « *>niinei( Mem he? I d-» n.t d** d with Tr ide rommis- 

MIOIIC’I - 


Mr. B. Das: I adon-std on .pie-lion t«> tic 'hvasurv Benches 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: 1 d.d not li--.tr the Honourable 
M< oilier s question 

Mr. B. Das: N it it • «*i tint tin* (e*\ei imient of India rontemplated the 
appointment "I a Trade (‘nnmn-^ioner in East Africa to look after the 
inhie-f- of I mil m then- and that lit* was to he located at Zanzibar? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Tb* \ eertamh contemplated the 
appointment of a Trade ( oimm^ioner at M»»mba«a. but there was no ques¬ 
tion of look inir after Indian interest- apart from trade interests That was 
not part of the scheme. 

Mr. B. Das: Tin ipie-iim put c • *•! tin uiie-t on n looking after 

Hi. i :iil < in lr.nl nit ■ l ■ - * I wa- not thinking of polil'ed bder«'sts° 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: The IleiioinMbh Member k mute 
**)»•»•» .*t that that was part of our Trade Coinmiscinner*:* scheme 

Ml’ B. Das: M.e T modi'" whit led to the hold ini: in nbev em*e of that 
rartieuler scheme. — wh\ no Trade Gommi^ioner ]*;. l be* n npiuented 0 

The Honourable Sir Georee Rainv: 1 think the Honour ,bV Member is 

!»■*' th*P ow ine to tin.meial sfiinjr'iiev we cm make no provision for that 
scheme rd present. 
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Lew of a Poll Tax in Tanganyika foh Education. 

98f>. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: (a) Will Government kindly state if 
4 'an Ordinance to make provision lor the levy of non-native poll tax" in 
Tanganyika, has been or is about to bo passed in that territory, which 
seeks to repeal the non-native education tax? Arc Government aware 
that this tax has been helpful in the maintenance of schools? 

(b) What in short are the proposals in this Ordinance? 

(c) Do Government propose to take steps to see that this Ordinance 
docs not affect adversely the interests of the Indians there? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai: [a) The Ordinance re 1 erred to b\ the Honourable 
Member li.is b-vii parsed Ii r. puiL the XonAntive Education 'Fax Ordi¬ 
nance l ( »‘>0 the proceed** from which were utilised fur educational expendi¬ 
ture on the different imn-native communities according to their respective 
oontribut ions 

(b) A eop\ lie OrdmaiUM in* lum pi. mi! ie in Lihierv id tin 
/House 

(r) Tin Government ul Indi.i an nlividv in eurrcspondenn with IT is 
Majestv O*vernment on tin subject 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Sin^h: T- >t ,i • c-t th.it tie t »*c t rnmenf uf TanHanwka 
spend much mon mnnr\ mi He- idiie.ition »»» 7' , ipcj. ( *‘in‘- Ihan on the educa¬ 
tion n! th.. indue -< ttlrr* m that imd \ *’ 

Mr. G S. Baipai: 1 v*'uuld !*k« tie Tlon ur.ible M« mber tu put down 
a question on that uihiorf T could not ^n* nlfhand 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: In - i».i • m these Ordimnc< - do tin Gnx eminent 
still th uk that tlie Tndi.ui- then* virvlnpnv 0 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai: I should >.o Cut no commi'ml' in tin world which 
is called upon to pm or. t;,v L leippv ever th.it bid that due** n<»i n< ' c* 
snrilx irriph een M i*:d unhappiness in Him 

\pPOTSTTMEVT OF \\T\M\N \S A^l^T' M \ H*< •* M T 1 \ sp | < '| u|; 

987. ’Mr. Amar Nath JVafct: i n\ I* it a f.n t that tin* Government of 
India have invited amdieafions for tin* po-t ol \ssMunt A.tv i.iff Inspect vy 
through the TTi"h Commi- cinne r m London 0 

(h) Ii so, has an\ application hern received from qualified Indians*’ 
What is the number of such applicant*., if «n\ ? 

(c) Do Oovcmnirul propo c in give prrfereiice to un Indian, provided 
a qualified Indian is available 0 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: Vh (h) and (r) The TTiuh Com¬ 
missioner has been asked to roeruit n suitably qualified ofTieer for the post 
of Assistant Aircraft Inspector in the Civil Aviation Directorate. Should 
there he Indians possessing tin* qualification*? nrres'-’^v f or Ibis parti¬ 
cular post, subject, to the paramount necessity for securing efficiency, Gov¬ 
ernment arc prepared to Hive T»r'>ferenee to an Indian 
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988. ''Mr. K. C. Neogy: (a) With reference to the answer given to a 
supplementary question in connexion with slurred question No. 805, on the 
loth March, 1952, to the effect’ that immunity from censorship depends 
partly on “the responsibility ot the news agency or correspondent ’ sending 
news to foreign newspapers, will Government be pleased to state by what 
standards is such v responsibility” judged and by whom? 

( b) Is news sought to be sent by cable by any responsible non-official 
Indian to any British or foreign newspaper liable to be subjected to cen¬ 
sorship, in*11to n»*\\s <cnt h\ :m\ ecu respondent or nows .igcnc\ *' 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: (a) The practical test is whether the 
concession i* or i< not abused. and of that Government must clearly be 
the judge 

(b) The arrangements in question relate to press messages only, and the 
ordinary procedure in other r ases applies. 

Revenue Sacrificed under Section 49 of the Indian Income-tax Act. 

989 *Mr Rahimtoola M. Ohinoy (on bohalf of Mr. F P Mody): Will 
Govcmnicnt be pleased to state what, amount of revenue has been given 
up h\ them under Ni-etioii 19 ni tlw Indian Income-tax Ac # i of 1922 during 
the last, six a ear* 9 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement showing the amount of refunds granted under section 49 during the years 1925-2$ 

to 1930-31. 


Rs. 


1Q25-2S 

1926.27 

1927- 28 

1928- 29 

1929- 30 

1930- 31 


91,84,314 

1,06.90,863 

96,68,078 

93,02,077 

1,08,31,287 

1,00,61,217 


Total . 6,96,37,836 


Exemptions, etc., under Section 60 of the Indian Income-tax Act. 

990. *Mr. Rahimtoola M. Ohinoy (on behalf of Mr. H. P. Mody): Will 
Government be pleased to state what exemptions, reductions in rate, op 
other modifications, if any, have been made in respect of Income-tax under 
section 60 of the Indian income-tax Act of 1922? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: The information required by the 
Honourable Member is contained in paragraphs 17 and 17A of the Income- 
tax Manual. a copy of which is kept in the Library of the House 
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“ Extraordinary Receipts 99 of the Government of India. 

991. *Mr. Rahimtoola M. Ohinoy (on behalf of Mr. H. P. Mody): Will 
Government be pleased to lay on the table a classified statement of the 
“Extraordinary Receipts” of the Government of India during the last five 
years? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: The attention of the Honourable 
Member is invited to Account No. 79-A of the Finance and Revenue 
Accounts of the years concerned. 

Training of Indian Cadets for the Royal Air Foroe. 

992. *Mr. B. V. Jadhav: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether the policy laid before this House by His Excellency the Com- 
mander-in-Chief in his speech of the 8th of March, 1928, about loserving 
6 vacancies in each of the Royal Military Academy, Woolwich, and the 
Royal Air Force College, Cranwell, still continues in force? 

(b) What is the number of cadets admitted into each college up till 
now, and the dates of their admission there 0 

(c) Have am of these completed their course and returned to India? 

(d) To what units are they attached? 

( e ) Is there any provision made at present for cadets at the new Indian 
Military Academy, Dehra Hun, for Air Force or the Engineer Corps 
training? 

Hr. G. M. Young: (a) and (r) Indian Air Force cadets will continue to 
go to Cranwell for the present Hut Indian cadets for the artillery, engi¬ 
neers and signals will after this year he sent for training to the Indian 
Military Academy. 

(6) Woolvdch .—Two in September 1930, two in lVoruarx 1931. two 
in September 1931. and three* in Febnian 1932 Thiec more will join in 
September 1932. 

Cranwell .— Six in September 193d »,ne in Septembei 1931, and three 
in January 1932 Three more will join in September 1932. Of the six 
admitted in September 1930, one cadet was found unfit for training in flying* 
and has been transferred to the Stores Branch. 

(c) and (d). None of the Indian cadets at. Cranwell has yet completed 
the course. Two cadets have completed the course at Woolwich and are 
now* undergoing a post-graduate course in England 


I 

Provision of Quarters for the Staff of the Railway Clearing 
Accounts Office, Delhi. 

993. *Mr. D. K. Lahiri Ohaudhury (on behalf of Mr. Goswami M. R. 
Puri}: (a) Will Government please say what is the position at present 
regarding the provision of quarters for the staff of the Railway Clearing 
Accounts Office, Delhi? 

(b) If there is no likelihood of quarters being provided in the near 
future, are Government prepared to consider the advisability of allowing 
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.leased plots in Paharganj or Karol Bagh to such of the staff of thg B&ilwaj 
Clearing Accounts Office who wish to build their own houses? 

Mr. P. B. R&u : (a) It has not been possible to provide funds for this 
purpose in the Budget for 1932-33, but the preparation of detailed plans 
and estimates is in hand, so that no delay may occur when money is 
available 

(b ) Government have so iar received no applications, but the suggestion 
will be carefully considered. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Are Government contemplating to send part of 
it to Madras? In that case the question of accommodation will not 
arise ? 


Mr. P. B> R&u: No. Sir 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Arc Government contemplating to do ,twa\ with 
the office altogether is being an expensive ;md unnecessary waste 0 

Mr P. R. Rau: No, whether it is a wastr »»? not m n matter of opi¬ 
nion, Sir. 


Auction of Lv\i> in Karol Bagh and Patmkgan.t for Residential 

Quarters. 

991 *Mr. D. K. Lahiri Chaudhury (on behalf of Mr Gosvxami M. R. 
Puri) («/) I- it. a fact that Government are considering the auction of leased 
plots of land for residential quarters m Karol Bagh and Paharganj? 

( b) Js it also a fact that the staff of the Railway Clearing Accounts 
Office applied to the Na/.ul Officer for the grant of land in Karol Hugh or 
Paharganj for residential quarters as great hardship was experienced in 
the matter of accommodation, house rent-, etc ? 

(r) If so, will Government please -u\ what steps are (>eing taken to 
help the staff who have to pax high rents * K it a tact that many times 
in this Assembly Government, have shewn their intention to provide quarters 
for the staff? Is it a fact that nothing has been done m the matter so 
tar and are Government aware that the hardships of the staff continue more 
so now-a-davs on account of the 10 per * ent emergency cut recently 
imposed upon them? 

(<1) If if is not possible at this stage to build quarters lor them, arc 
Government prepared to consider their claims for the leased plots in Karol 
Bagh and Paharganj in preference to the outside public*’ 

Mr. P. R. Rau: (a) and (b). T am obtaining information on the prints 
raised and will lav a reply on the table in due course. 

(r) Government regret that financial stringency has stood in the way 
of the building of quarters for the staff. 

(d) As I have already stated, any application will receive most careful 
consideration. 

B 2 
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.ReinTR oi)ucTio;sr of a Through Carriage between Lucknow and 
Bombay on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 

990. *Mr. J. Ramsay Scott: (a) Are Government aware of the dis¬ 
continuance by the Great Indian Peninsula Railway authorities, with 
effect from the beginning ol June 1931, of the upper class through com¬ 
posite bogie carriage on the moil trains between Lucknow and Bombay? 

(b) If the answer is m the affirmative, are Government aware ot the 
great inconvenience caused to upper class passengers travelling between 
the United Provinces, and particularly Lucknow and Uawnpore, and 
Bombay by the discontinuance ot this through service 

(c) Are Government aware that the United Provinces Advisory Com¬ 
mittee of the Great Indian Peninsula. Railway have on three occasions 
recommended the re-introduction of this through bogie, either permanently 
or at least in connection with out-going and in-coming mail and passenger 
steamers and that the United Provinces Government have also, on the 
9th October, 1931, recommended to the Great Indian Peninsula Railway 
authorities the feasibility of running the through bogie composite on the 
Punjab mail trains during the months of March-April and Oetober- 
November of each year? 

(d) Are Government aware that the Jliunsi-Lucknow section of the 
Great Indian Peninsula Railway offers the main and most direct route 
between Bombay and two-thirds oi the United Provinces, including the 
important cities <>i Cuvvnpore. Lucknow and Bareilly, and are Government 
prepared to provide on this route the same facilities for travel as un¬ 
provided on the route from Jhansi to Delhi and recommend to the Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway the re-introduction of the upper class througn 
composite bogie between Bombay and Lucknow mi this route 9 

Mr. P. R. Rau: [a) Yes. 

(b) Government are aware of the inconvenience caused by the dis¬ 
continuance oi the through service carriage 

(r) Yos 

(d) The Agent, Great Indian Peninsula Railwa> Im** been asked to n 
examine this matter. 

Supply of Filtered Water, Lighting, etc., in Karol Baku. Delhi. 

996. *Sirdar Harbang Singh Brar: (a) Will Government please state 
whether the area comprising the suburbs of Delhi knowm as Karol Bagh 
is within the limit of Delhi Municipality and taxes such as house-tax and 
ground-tax are realised from the house owners within that area? 

(b) If so, will Government please state why facilities for the supply 
of filtered water, roads with drains and street lighting are not provided 
there? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Proprietors’ Association, Karol Bagh, have 
ventilated through a memorial to the Chief Commissioner, Delhi, in 
December 1931, their above grievances and no action has yet been taken? 
When is it likely that their grievances will be redressed? 

(d) As regards w'ater supply to Karol Bagh, do Government propose 
to consider the advisability of a supply of water from the new reservoir 
which has recently been constructed close to the area of Karol Bagh? 
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Hr. G. S. Bajpai: (a) Yes. 

( b) Street lighting has been provided in a large part of the area and 
roads are reported to he in fair condition. Drainage and water supply 
schemes have been worked out, but are held in abeyance on account of 
financial stringency. 

(<*) Yes As soon as funds permit. 

(d) Tin* water-supply scheme which has been worked out provides for 
supply from the new reservoir 

Con fisc vtion of the Privilege of Interview of certain Political 

Prisoners. 

997. Mr. S. C. Mitra: Air (iovermmnt await* <»t tin* lact that the 
privilege of interview of some C class political prisoners has been confis¬ 
cated for 6 months in the Ajmer Jail? What is their number and why 
have they been so punished? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: With your permission. Sir. J propose to answer 
question^ Nos 997, 999 to 100:1 and 1005 to 1019 together The informa¬ 
tion is being collected and will he given to the House in due course. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Are Government; a won tlmt there is no non- 
ofiici.il visitor of the \jmer Central -Inil and if there is none, why? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: 1 would like to have notice ot tunt question, 
please. 


F v sufficiency of ( ‘lothes provided for Prisoners in tke Ajmer Jail. 


998. Mr. S. C. Mitra: (a) Arc Government aware of the tael that 
in Ajmer Central Jail only one jangia is provided and not two as stated 
by Sir Evelyn Howell in rcplv to Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh's starred ques¬ 
tion No 707 on March 9th. 1982? 

(/>) Do not Government feel ihat even for washing the one wngia the 
prisoners have to remain almost naked? 

Sir Evelyn Howell, (al “One pair of Jaugms" means a single gar¬ 
ment. 

(b) No doubt that is so. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Docs tin* Honourable Member appreciate the situation 
and would he like to continue the same situation, or does he want to give 
two pairs of jangias to each 0 

Sir Evelyn Howell: T shall consider the Honourable Member’s sugges¬ 
tion. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Does not the Honourable Member think that 
the practice is simply barbarous? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: It is most universal, Sir, in this country. 
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Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Is it not monstrous that there is only a single 
pair of jangias supplied, and while that is being washed, the prisoner has 
to remain absolutely naked? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: Sir, the question stated: 

“Do not Government feel that even for washing the one jangia the 
prisoners have to remain almost naked?” The answer given was that no 
doubt that was so 

Mr. B. Das: Mav I inquire of the Honourable Member it it is the 
practice throughout all the jails in India to only allow one pair of jangias 
to the oiduian criminal prisoners and to allow them to remain naked 
while that pair is being washed? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: 1 have studied ihe jail administra¬ 
tion with great care. Sir, hid T could not. m reph to a supplementary 
question commit inv^eH to what is the practice in even iail in Indw 

Mr. S. C. Mitra: K the practice in question prevalent in all tin mils 
in the centrallv administered areas —munch, that onh one Miidc 'ja/nmnt 
is supplied, and while that is lain? washed, the prisoner 1kk to remain 
naked- or the piactic. is onh confined to Ajmer 9 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: 1 should like to avoid any possibility 
of giviiiL* tlie Honourable Memhe** aiix inaccurate information T must 
therefore ask for notice 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Do Government realize the Jirnificuiuv of the 
reply of the Honourable the Foreign Secietarv to this question? Is it 
realh the position that the prisoners all over India or even in Ajmer jail 
have to remain naked while their single jangia is being washed 0 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: l did not understand the statement 
of niv Honourable friend to have that effect 

Diwan Bahadur Harbilas Sarda: Is it in order that this kind ol treat¬ 
ment to the prisoners in the Ajmer jail may not be questioned or objected 
to by outsiders, that nn jail visitors to Ajmer jail are appointed 0 

Sir Evelyn Howell: No. Sir 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav: Is it the desire of Government then to encourage 
the new naked cult in the prisons? (Laughter.) 

Confinement tn a Dark Cell of a Prisoner in the Ajmer Central 

Jail. 

|999 *Mr. S. C. Mitra: Is it a fact that Sjt. Narsingh Das has been 
kept in a dark cell in tbe Ajmer Central Jail? If so, why? 

Hunger Strike of a Prisoner in the Ajmer Jail. 

ilOOO. *Mr. s * 0. Mitra: Are Government aware of the fact that Master 
Lakshmi Narain has been on hunger strike since 1st March, 1932, in the 
Ajmer Central Jail? What are the reasons? 

+For answer to this question, answer to question No. 9Sf. 
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Removal under the Ordinance of Private Money by the Ajmer 

Police. 

f 1001. *Mr. 8. O* Mitra: Are Government aware of the fact that the 
Ajmer Police while searching some places for Congress moneys on 17th 
February, 1932, took away private moneys of the persons for whom the 
notice under section 3 of sub-section 7 of Ordinance No. IV of 1982 was 
meant and also of their famiU members, though the attention of the 
Police Officer, Sardar Ishwar Singh, was drawn and objection raised by 
Mr. Srilal, B.A., LL.B., Vakil, that he was not authorised to take away 
private moneys? 

Auction of Private Property in the Gandhi Asiiram at Hatundi. 

11002. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is ii a fact that the Gandhi Ashram, 
Hatundi, is a notified area? 

{b) Arc Government aware of tin* tact that the private properties of 
the inmates of the Ashram and the furniture of the Ashram School have 
also been auctioned? 

Arrest of \ Shopkeeper for i l\im. the ('oncress Flat. 

1 1003. *Mr. S. C. Mitra: Are Government aware of the fact that the 
national il.»e \\a-> thing on the 20th Januan, 1032, on an open roof iA 
(fhuMt\ MohaLla, Ajmei and that Seth Kah.m Mai. a sliopkt eper, was taken 
into custody, abused bv the Sub-Inspector, detained the whole duy, was 
forced to apologise and then released, though the said Kalvan Mai inform¬ 
ed the police of his utter iernoranee in this matter at the v r\ outset° 

Allegations vHorT the *■ Deoli Detents ( amp 

1004. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) How many prisoners are there at present 
in the Deoli detenus camp? 

(b) Are Government aware that these detenus are assaulted by the 
staff on the slightest pretext and the Superintendent recommends kicks 
when the\ ask for medicine? 

(c) Are Government aware of the. fact that one Bengali gentleman, who 
happened to pass by the camp, was brutally assaulted to unconsciousness 
and that people passing b\ tin* camp are generally maltreated and 
molested ° 

(d) Is there un\ non-official visitor in Deoli Gump; if not. are Govern¬ 
ment prepared to appoint one now? 

The Honourable Sir James Grer&r: (a), (b) and (<*). There, are no 
detenus at present m the proposed Deoli Camp Jail which has not yet 
been opened. The Honourable Member will therefore realise that 
the allegations are without any foundation. 

(d) Non-official visitors will be appointed in due course if and when the 
Camp Jail is opened. 

M*. K. 0. Neogy: Will not the non-offieinl visitors be of the usual 
toady class? 

tFor atiBwer to this question. answer to question No 997 
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Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: May T take it tliat there is not one prisoner 
at present confined jn the ])eoli jail? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: There is none 

Arrest of Young Boys in A.imer. 

11005. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: ((/) Art* (Io\eminent awaic ot tin* tact that 
hi Ajmer young hoys below 10 are put under arrest and set free after 
having boon stripped of their clothing? Will they state under which law 
or Ordinance all tlrs is being done? 

(b) Are Go\ernmeul aware of the lad Ui.it six hoys under the age ot 10 
while making some demonstrations in the court compound of Ajmer, were 
arrested and snimmirily convicted tor lurking and housr trespass and 
flow'd 

(c) Do Government intend to issue instruction^ to Local Governments 
for the discontinuance of flogging 0 

Glassification or Prisoners in the. A.imer Centum. .1 ml. 

1 1006 *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) How many political prisoners are there 
at pieseni in \puor Central Jail and how are they classified 0 Why is 
none considered eligible f >r *JV class ? 

(b) Do Government think th.u tlieie was any mistake in the ciasBifioa- 
tion of politic.il prisoner?, during tin cnil disobedience movement of 1980- 
1981 If not, will they Mate reasons why prisoners formerly classed ‘A* 
are now awarded ‘C’ c1j*s, «■ a . Messrs lhiijnath Mahodava, B.A., 
Gopikishan Xarsinghdas, Ladhmam Bmnadevi. Bbikamsmglj Nityanand 
Nagnr Bishidutt Mebt.i Govardhan md others" 

Classification or Prisoners in the A.imer Centime .1 me. 

11007. *Mr. S. C. Mitra: Are (internment aware ot the* fact that 
prisoners are gem rally classified a long tim« alter their conviction and 
during tin- imennl person* oj even high academical qualifications and 
social status are given 4 C class treatment? Do Government propose to 
ask the Ajmer-Merwaia administration to mhisc Magistrate*, tn classif\ 
people at the lime of com lotion? 

Classification of Prisoners in the Ajmer Cknthil Jail 

J-1008 *Mr. S. C. Mitra: Will Government please state whether 
Mrs. Shoba hall Gupta has been put m T class in the Ajmer mil while 
Mr Shoba hall has been awarded ‘A’ class 41 If so. \vhv° 

Stanharu of Diet or <k G” Class Prisoners in Ajmer 

11009 *Mr S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government be pleased to state the 
reasons why there lias been a change in the standard of diet allowed to 
‘O’ class prisoners in Ajmer this year from that allowed during the civil 
disobedience movement last year? 

(b) Is il a tael that the standard of diet last year was:— Wheal flour 
12 chataks. Ghee J ohafak. Dal 8 ehataks, Vegetable 2 chataks, private 
cooking allowed and the standard of diet this year is—Half-baked Botees 
and black Dal, boiled leaves of vegetables? 

+For answer to this question, sre answer to question No. 997. 
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Corn-grinding Labour given to Political Prisoners. 

11010. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) How many of the political prisoners in 
Ajmer were given corn-grinding labour at the outset? Is it not a fact that 
this is the general practice with nearly all the political prisoners ior some 
days in the beginning? 

( b) Will Government be pleased to explain the justification in giving 
corn-grinding labour to people like Prof. Gokul Lall, M.A., a thin man 
of about 80 lbs. an ‘A’ class prisoner, Mr. B. 8. Deshpande, B.Sc. and 
-Mr Jlaij Kath Maliodaya. B.A , in the Ajmer Central Prison 9 

(c) Ik it a fact that mu* political prisoner was put in a dark cell for 
not being able to grind full 15 seers? 

Hunger Strike Politico Prisoners in Ajmer. 

' lot 1. Mr. S. C. Mitra: Is n ,i iact lli.it a number of political prisoners 
ill Ajmer Central Jail went on hunger-strike recently? What was the 
exact number of Ibese hunger-strikers 0 Wliat is the cause and the 
duration of the hunger-strike M TTow did it end? 


Com PL \ I NT \ Hoi T THE TrK\TMENT OF PRISONERS IN THE .\JM! R CENTRAL 

Jail. 

f 1012 *Mr. S 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that Pt Jainaruin Yyas. Secre¬ 
tary of the Beawar District Congress Committee, was abused dv a warder 
m the Ajmer Central Jail and on complaint to the Jailor, the latter refused 
te ask the warder to apologise'’ Is it a fact that the. Jailor himself tvristed 
the ear of and Mapped Sjt Durga Prnshad Choudbarv, Captain of Pro¬ 
vincial Volunteer Cnrp«* and kicked and otherwise assaulted Sjt. Lai 
(’band a volunteer 0 B it a friet that- those among others were the 
causes of hunger-strike referred to in the preceding question? 

(b) Is it a fact that water was not supplied to Mr. Yyas for two days 
while he was on hunger-strike and that 1 ood was not- given for more than 
one day t<> all ‘C’ class political prisoners, although they went on only 
a single day s sympathetic hunger-strike? 

(c) Wliat punishments, if an\, have been awarded to the hunger- 
strikers by the jail authorities? How many have been so punished? 

Conditions of Interviews with Political Prisoners in the Aimer 

Central Jail. 

11013. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Are Government aware that interviews with 
political prisoners in the Aimer Jail are generally allowed only on Sundays; 
that this practice is enforced o\en in the ease of undertrial prisoners; that 
this practice is not in accordance with the Jail rules; that ladies and gentle¬ 
men have to stand in the sun outside the Jail while interviewing the poli¬ 
tical prisoners; that interviews even with ‘A’ class prisoners are held under 
similar circumstances and that it was not so last year when all political 
prisoners, whether in 'A' or ‘C’ class, were allowed interview’s sitting inside 
the Jail? Will Government he pleased to state reasons for this change? 


+For an*\ver to this question. .***• <ins\vpv to question No 997 
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Alleged Harassing of Prisoners in the Ajmer Central Jail. 

11014. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Are Government aware that there is a great 
discontent among prisoners, their friends and relatives, against the gene¬ 
rally humiliating autocratic harassing and differential treatment meted 
out by the Jailor of the Ajmer Central Jail? Is it a fact that the Jailor 
refused to deliver some articles of dress, toilet, books, etc., to Messrs. 
Slioba Lull and Haribhan, ‘A* class prisoners, on the ground that he could 
accept articles onh if similar things were brought for all ‘A’ class prisoners? 

r i 

Record of Weights of Political Prisoners in tii e Ajmer ( fntral 

Jail. 

110ir> *Mr. S. 0 Mitra: (a) Will Government be pleased to place on 
the table the record of the weights of all the political prisoners in the 
Ajmer Central Jail? 

(b) Is it a fact- that Messrs. Baij Nath Alnhodiu ,i B. S Deshpande, 
Bhikum Singh mid some more h;iu* lost 10 to 15 lbs. of weight? 

i 

Disallow amt mi \ Bi:i ii.ior^llooK to \ Prisoner in Tin. A.imi.k Central 

J VII. 


*1010 ’''Mr. S C. Mitra: Are Government «w»rt nl the fact that oven 
a religious book like Athanva 11 aid was disallowed to prisoner Gopikislmn 
in the Ajmer Central Jail and no reason was assigned for this? 

Provision or \ No\-Otiui\i Visitor for the Ajmer ( tntrat. Jail. 

11017. *Mr. S C. Mitra: Is there a non-official visitor for Ajmer Central 
Jail? If not. why not? Do Government propose to appoint one now 0 

Lack of Soar v\n On i\ the Ajmer ( fviral .Tail. 

11018 *Mr. S. C. Mitra: Jh jt a fact that washing soap and oil are not 
allowed even to lady prisoners in the Ajmer Central Jail? 

Alleged Objectionable Methods in Search for Congress Fends 

ADOPTED BA’ THE POLICE INSPECTOR, AJMER. 

11019. *Mr. S. 0 Mitra: (a) Do Government know that during searches 
for Congress money Rnrdar Tshwar Singh, Police Inspector, Ajmer, put 
altogether impertinent and unnecessary questions even to the ladies and 
searched even household utensils, glass phials, clothing, empty match 
boxes ,etc.. and that the Police took away private money for which they were 
not authorised by warrants? Do Government propose to hold an enquiry 
into the matter? 

(6) Will Government please slate why the account books current and 
old of some firms taken away during the searches, have not been returned 
even up to this time, though about a month has passed since they were 
taken away? 

tFor answer to thi»* question, answer to question No 997 
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Clothing Allowance of British and Indian Troops. 

1020. *Mr. B. Das: (a) What was the total amount of clothing allow¬ 
ance paid for the year 1930-81. 

(i) to British troops; 

(iij to Indian troops; 

(iii) to the British soldiers, and 

(i v) to the Endian soldiers? 

( b) What proportion of the sum so paid is in respect of actual clothing 
and what proportion in respect of cleaning materials, repairs and other 
similar heads? 

(c) Ts it a fact that troops are under obligation to purchase all regu¬ 
lation items of clothing through the Quartermaster's store of the unit to 
whicli the} belong? 

(r/) How much of the amount paid as clothing allowance is rocei\ed 
back by (io\cmmont through the Quartermaster's stores? 

(c) What becomes of the balance allotted for purchase of regulation 
items of clothing ■’ Is ibis balance retained b\ the soldier? 

(/} Will tin' Aum Secretary Jrn on the table a copy ot <lie regulations 
cowling fIn" pawneiu oj clothing allowance and a complete statement 
showim.* bow* this halauee is spent/’ 

Mr. G. M. Young: m) fn IN .V),43.000 

On 1/ .“insn.ooo 

(in) IN 9.V 1-0 a \ear 

(i\» I! 4 - lib-1-0, a year. 

(/i) The pmport ions an (>1/8 per cent, and 372 per cent. :n ihe ease 
of a British soldier and Kg per cent and 18 per cent, m the caw of an 
Indian soldiei 

b 1 - 

{(I) U'b per cent ot the total allowance or .VS*5 per cent of thai part 
of the allowance winch is meant for tlu* up-keep ni authorised clothing 
and necessaries 

(c) The balance is retained b\ the soldier. 

(f) The Honourable Member is referred to paragraphs lot) to 201 of 
the nothing lhgulations. India, and Army Instructions (India) No. B.97 
of 1929, Nos 39 and 40 of 1980 and No, i 10 of 1931. If the Honourable 
Member wishes to know the scales on which the soldier is required to 
maintain personal clothing and necessaries, l would refer him to pages 119 
to 152 of the Clothing Regulations. If however he wishe* to know how 
each soldier spends that portion of his allowance which he does not spend 
in the Quartermaster'** store. I am afraid that the information is unob¬ 
tainable 

Recruitment of PrN.r.wu Mussulmans to (tuard Army Headquarters. 

1021. ^Sardar G. N. Mujumdar: (a) Is it a fact that fourteen Punjabi 
Mussalmans have been recruited to guard the Army Headquarters in New 
Delhi and Simla? 
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(b) What was the reason for their recruitment ? Has there occurred 
any special necessity for doing so after the Great War? 

(o) What extra expenditure lias been caused to Government through 
this? From what Grant are they paid and what is the amount that each 
recruit receives ? 

(d) Are Government aware that mum frictions have occurred between 
these gate-keepers and the Arim Headquarters staff? 

( c) Do Government propose to dispense with their services? If not, 
why not? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) Yes 

(b) To prevent- the entry of unauthorised persons into Anm Headquar¬ 
ter* The reply to the last portion is m the affirmatiw 

(c) The additional expenditure amounts to about Its 1.840 per iiinuin 
The gate keepers are paid from flu* Ann\ Estimates at the following rate: 

One \ou-(’omniissioned Office! -i?HMmrgt IN MO-8-0 pi r mensem 
Peinamder—IN 2.V8-0 per mensem 

(<1) Xo Sir. 

(r ) Xo, Sir tor the reason stated ill ilie r* j»I\ v> pail (/>• 


Barbed Wire Fence round the Oifioe or the Qr \rterm wrnc General 

in Sj.M Jj \. 

I (>22. ' Sardar G. N. Mujumdar: (u) Is it a fact that the offices of the 
Quartermaster General in India in Simla, lia\c been fenced with barbed 
wffre entanglements after the recruitment of the gnte-kcopeis *' What was 
the amount spent on them? 

(b) Why was this entanglement not considered dining tin Great War 
and what special reason is there for it during normal times? 

(c) Is it a iaet that the building in winch 11 j^ Excellency the Gom- 
mander-in-(-liiof has his office has not \et been siuulaih leneed? If so, 
will Government be pleased to state \\li\ tin* building -n which the 
Quartermaster General in India work*- has been fenced ' 

(d) What is the necessity tor tins fence when r.r-soldiers picket the 
Quartermaster General’s Branch? 

(r) Do Government propose to remove the barbed wire lencinir? If 
pot, why not ? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) Yes; the amount spent was IN 2.230. 

(b) To prevent- the entry of unauthorised person*- into Arm\ Head¬ 
quarters. 

(c) Barbed wire fencing is not necessan in the building ivb-nvd to, 
as it is already protected by harriers and gates. 

(d) The gatekeepers arc stationed at the open gates. The object of 
the fencing is to prevent unauthorised persons interim? the building at 
other points. 

(c) No, Sir, for the reasons given in my reply to part- (d) of this 
question. 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 2571 

Ayurvedic Dispensaries in Delhi and Lack of Sikh Hakims or 

Vaids. 

1023. "Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Is it a fact that there arc 2 Unani and 3 
Ayurvedic, Dispensaries at Delhi and New Delhi run. by the Delhi and 
New Delhi Municipalities? If so, in which localities and when were they; 
opened ? 

(/)) N it .iKo a iact ili.it 1 here is no Sikh Hakim or Vaid working in any 
oJ these dispeii'-ai n*s ' It who ;uv the gentlemen employed in these 
dispensaries and what are their qualifications pin and other allowances? 

(c) Is there .my likelihood of there being any addition in the establish¬ 
ment of the Ilalcim h or Void* in the near future or in 1932 under any of 
these MunicipalitiesV If so. under what categories and when? 

(d\ If tie :t }>1\ to pari (n hi in the affirmative, are Go\ernmenl pre¬ 
pared to ordfr the teeruilincut of a Sikh Hakim in the next vacancy? 
If not, vb\ not? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai: (#/) Yes A .statement showing where these dispen¬ 
saries an lo« .,t»-d and when th»*\ wore opened, is laid on the table 

(h) \c*. A statement giving the rest of the information asked for by 
the Honinirahle M< tidier is also laid on the table 

(r) and (d) A Hakim will he required for the new Unam dispensary 
w Inch is to It* opened m New D- lhi during the next financial year. 
Application-* hav-• been muted and the claims of Sikh candidates will be 
duh c (»tiH»d, n*d w 'th others when a selection is made. 


s tritnmr.nt iefti ted to in reply to part (a) of starred question Xo. 1023 . 


Opened. 

1'imui dispensary at Chundni Mahal, Delhi . . . 1925-26 

Vyurvedie dispensary at* Nai Sarah, Delhi .... 1925-26 

Tnani dispensary at Sabziinandi* Delhi . . . 1927-28 

Avnrvedic dwjiensarv at Ajnieri date. Delhi , . . 1928-29 

A\ui\edi< ilispensnry at (Jol Market at Xow Delhi • . 1930 


^tatfn*it "i>rr*d t> u> i*i>hi t" (>arl \fn of 'furred question Xo . 1023. 

Then* .ir»- -c\«>u V.uds and II ah mi- ♦•mplovod m the dispensaries. fi\e Hindus 
and two Muhammadans Four aie in the grade of Rs. 70—4—100 p. m., with free 
quarter- two in the grade of K-* 40 3 -70 p ni. and one on a pay of Rs. 50 p. m 
As regard.-, qualifications, excepting the \ aid in charge of the Ayurvedic dispensary, 
at* New Delhi who has passed the A\uv\edicharya examination* of the All-Tnd'la 
Ayurvauk Mnh.i Mandal and A id\«» Pith of Madras in 1925 and is a graduate in 
Medicine ot *he Ourukul Medical College. Guruhul University, Hard war. all of 
them fulfil the conditions bud down by rules framed by the Local Administration 


Increase or Percentage after Retrenchment of Htndtjs in the 
Archeological Department. 

1024 *Haji Ohaudhury Muhammad Ismail Khan (on behalf of Mr. M. 
M aswood Ahmad): (a) Will Government kindly state the percentage of the 
Hindu, Muslim, and European Officers in the Archaeological Department, 
Glass T, before and after retrenchment? 
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(b) Is it a fact that the percentage of the Hindu officers has consider¬ 
ably increased as compared with that of the Muslims? 

Oc) Is it a fact that while European and Muslim officers of six or seven 
years* service have been retrenched a Hindu officer has been appointed only 
in July last? If so, how do Government justify his appointment? 

Hr. G. S B&jpai: (a) A statement giving the information required is 
■laid on the table. 

( b ) Only slightly owing to decrease in the European strength of the 
Department. 

(c) Yes; this officer has been retained m \icw of his special technical 
qualifications. 


Statement showing Hie percentage* of Hindu, Mud*,,, and Kurojnan officer* in tht 
Archirofogtral Survey of India hi foie and otter retrenchment 



Before retrenchment. 


Hindus. 

Muslims. 

Europeans. 

62*4 

28 Hi 

14*3 


A fter retrenchment . 


57-9 

31*5 



New Appointments tn the Income-tax Department in the Punjab, 
North-West Frontier Province and Delhi. 

1025. *Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: Will Government please hu on 
the table a statement showing the number of the following appointments 
made in the Income Tax Department, Punjab, North-West Frontier and 
Delhi Provinces, in connection with flic sur-eharee and lowering of taxable 
limit from Rs. 2,000 to Its. 1,000? 


Name of Appointment. 

Income-tax Officers 
Inspectors . 

Head Clerks 
Head Assistants . 

Assistant Clerks 


Total No. employed. 


Muslims. 


The Honourable Sir George Schuster: The informal ion is being obtain 
ed and will be laid on the table in due course. 

Employment of Muslims in the Income-tax Department. 

1026. *Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: (a) Will Government please 
give a detail of the assistant clerks employed for surcharge and ordinary 
work, and for Income Tax Officers? 
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(b) Is it a fact that most o£ the Muslims have been employed specifi¬ 
cally for surcharge work and that all of them will be turned out in March? 

(c) If so, are Government prepared to consider the advisability of re¬ 
taining the Muslims in such a number as to remove the previous inadequacy 
in the representation of Muslims in the Income Tax Department? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Certain informal ion is being 
obtained and a reply will be laid on the table in duo course 

Disposal of Establishment Cases in the Income-tax Department 

in the Punjab, North-West Frontier Province and Delhi. 

1027. *Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: Is it a fact that all the estab¬ 
lishment cases in the Income Tax Department are dealt with by a non- 
gazetted Superintendent, in preference to a gazetted Personal Assistant to 
the Commissioner in the Provinces of Punjab, North-West Frontier and 
Delhi? If so, are Government prepared to consider the advisability of 
assigning the whole or part of the establishment work to the gazetted 
otlicer? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Establishment eases, like other 
tiles, are submitted to the Commissioner of Income-tax, Punjab, North- 
West Frontier TVovim-.- ,md Delhi 1 a a Superintendent who is a non- 
Gazetted other*- since there is no regular Gazetted Personal Assistant. 
Th«w are dealt with by tlx* Commissioner himself 

The Gi \‘Tnment aiv not prepared to interfere with the Commissioner's 
discretion as to th»* distribution of work in his office 

Appointment of a Muslim *s Assistant Commissioner ok Income-tax. 

1028. *Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: I< it a fact that Government 
have never appoint'd a Muslim Assistant Commissioner so far? If so, 
do they propose to give the next appointment to a Muslim? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I presunn that the Honourable 
Member's question relate to the Punjab. North-West Frontier Province 
and Delhi No Mus^alman has hitherto been appointed as Assistant Com¬ 
missioner m these Province* It is not likely that am early vacancy will 
oeeur, and 1 cannot foretell wlmt promotion will be made when it does 
(x*eiir l enn onh ^a\ that promotions inu&i, Recording to the Gov¬ 
ernment^ settled practice, be regulated primarily with reference to the 
qualifications and claims ot individual officers and the interests ot effi- 
eienc\ rather than by communal qualification 

Appointment of a Muslim as Commissioner or Income-tax in the 
Punjab, North-West Frontier Province and Delhi. 

1029. *Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: Is it a fact that the post of 
the Income Tax Commissioner in the Punjab, North-West Frontier and 
Delhi is reserved for an T. C. S. officer? 

(b) If so, are Government prepared to consider the advisability of 
appointing a Muslim I. C. S. officer to that post? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) The post of Commissioner 
of Income-tax is not reserved for the I. C. S. At present three Income- 
tax Commissioners!!ips are held by officers who are not members of the 
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X. C. S.. including the post of Commissioner, Punjab, North-West Fron¬ 
tier Frounce and Delhi to which Ihe Honourable Member refers. 

(b) The aim of the Government is to fill these Coimnissionersiups by 
promotion wit Jim the Department as fur as possible and such promotion 
is not regulated by eonumimil considerations. I might mention us a matter 
of interest thai oi the two Indians who at present hold posl s as Com¬ 
missioners <>t Income-tax, one is a Mussulman and the other a Farsi. So 
tar a^ can In* foreseen no \acaney in the appointment ot Commissioner ot 
Income-tax, Punjab, North-West Frontier Province and Delhi is likely to 
occur in the near future. 


Byk-La\yjs for Sw ektmeat Nhofs an i> M eat Siioivs in Deuii. 

1030. Bhai Parma Nand: (a) is it u Fact that the Health Officer of 
Delhi City Municipality, considering tin* insanitary state of meat shop^ 
m Delhi lraiM«*d certain h\i*-laws about si\ years ago for their better super¬ 
vision ? 

(bj Is it a lad that the Health Officer originally did not think it 
necessary to frame bye-laws Fur sweetmeat shops, but later on he did so? 

(r) Is it a tact, that these bye-laws were unanimously pussed by the 
Executive Committee lmt were not confirmed at the ordinary meeting 
for a very long time? 

(<7) Ts it a fact that when these weie p.issed, no Christum member was 
present in tlie committee 0 

(r) Js d. a fact tliat. these by e-law s were unanimously passed? 

(/) Is it a fact that- the Health Officer considered the framing oi bye¬ 
laws as urgent m the case of meat simps but not in the case of sweetmeat 
shops ? 

(rj) Is d a fact that the Loc.il (lu\ eminent have given their approval 
to the sweet incut shops bye-laws hut withheld their approval foi the meat 
shop bye-laws? 

(h) Ts jt a fact that almost all the meat shops aie owned by the Muslima 
and ruovt- oi file sweetmeat shops by Hindus“ 

(/) If Hi,* reply to parts (c) and (U is m the affirmative, will Govern¬ 
ment be pleased to state the reasons that led the Honourable Chief Oom- 
miss’oner to make this distinction? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai: Material for answering the question is being collected, 
and the information asked for hv the Honourable Member will be laid on 
the tab! ■ in due course. 


PRFA’iors Service of Mr. Movohak L\l. vow in the Office of the 
Director of Ordnances (Provision). 

1031. ’Mr. B.. N. Misra {a) With reference to part (6) of the reply to 
unstarred question No. 133, dated the 7th March, 1932, is it a fact that 
Mr. Manohnr T^al was not recruited from the Fcrozepore Arsenal for service 
in the office of the Assistant Director of Ordnance Services (Provision)? 

(b) Is it a fact that prior to transfer to his present office Mr. Manohar 
ILal was serving as Assistant Cashier of the Quartermaster General’s 
Branch which he entered some 12 years ago? 
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(cj If the answers to parts (a) and (b) above be m the affirmative, will 
Government please say how they reconcile the two facts as explained by 
theni in parts (a) and (h) of the answer given on the 7th March, 1982? 

Mr. GL M. Young: (a) Mr. .Manohar Lai I was recruited from the 
FVro/eporo Arsenal in 1020. for service in the office of the Director of 
Ordnance Semcrs, which then included the present office of the Assistant 
Director of Ordnance Services (Provision) 

{b) \ un Mr. Manohar frail was employed as an Assistant Cashier in 
the (Jimrtt muMer Generals Hrancli from the 1st April 1921 to the .‘list 
March 1929 

{O Mr .Manohar Lai! was originally recruited from an arsenal More- 
our, tlie orders at present in lorce were issued iTi October, 1929. and had 
reference to future recruitment onh, and riot to promotion. 

Pkevjoi s Service ok Mr. Momuiar Lal. now in the Office of the 
Director ok Ordnances (Provision). 

103*\ ’‘Mr. B. N. Msra: (ft) With reference to parts (b) and (c) of tlie 
rcplv to mistarred question No 135, dated 7th March. 1932, is it a fact 
tliat i int jJ the date ol his lat(»st piomotion to the upper-time scale, Mr 
Monohar Lai was earning the Cashier’,-. allowance with him, the amount, 
having been merged into his lower-time scale assistant’s pay? 

(el If the answer to pait (at above* Ik in the affirmative, how do Govern - 
im in leconcilc the discrepancy between the answer given on the 7th March, 
i*■ ;j, and that i::»w given V 

Mr. G. M. Young: (</) .md ( hi. The ('ashlers allowance was merged 
miu Mr Manohar Lal!’** 'lutial pa\ n the 1st Division as a personal 
a!I<* i am * ?<> hr absorbed l>\ subsequent increment** m order to protect him 
ng.MUvt a reduction in Ins emoluments on promotion, and nr>i m consi¬ 
deration oi h'" ptrfoiniing tlir duties ol a t asliier in addition to other 
cl nt if < 

Ki trencii.ment oi Tin. Aitointmfnts in Ar.sknus or- cfri.mn Men 
man out prom Arsen\is to Army Headqt miters 

1033. Mr, B. N. MLsra: pm With i*etoience to parts (a) and (6) of the 
rrpK to mistarred question No K>7, will Government please state the 
T.iuuhi r «.J men «»n low»*r r.Hes of pa\ who have been brought lip from 
.ii'sri .is to rephae the six Amiv TTendqiinrfors clerks? 

(in In view of ihe fact that thev ha\r not boon replaced on the arsenal 
esiahlislmn'iits will Government please say whether these men were not 
MrpMis t• > 1 lie requirements of the arsenals from which they have come? 

(r) Having regard to the crying need fr-r retrenchment everywhere, 
do Government- propost* to consider the possibility of reducing the number 
of men in the arsenals bv six? 

(d) Is it a fact, that the saving effected by reducing the six Army Head¬ 
quarters clerical appointments is being utilized to finance the two posts of 
Superintendents now created temporarily, and that the reduction of the 
six clerks hears no connexion with the lower paid arsenal clerks? 


d 
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Mr. G. M. Young: (a) Nino clerks liavo boon brought up from arsenals 
temporarily, not to replace the six Arrnv Headquarters clerks, whose ap¬ 
pointments wen* abolished, blit to assist in the introduction of a new 
procedure for the control of stores. 

(b) They were not surplus to requirements in arsenals, from which they 
have been temporarily spared in ordi r to carry out urgent reorganisation 
work at Army Headquarters. 

(r) The* matter will be considered when the reorganisation »\ork at 
Arm\ Headquarters has been completed. 

(d) Yes 

Duties ok Men promoted ln the Office of the Assistant Director of 
Ordnance Services (Provision). 

1024. Mr. B. N. Misra: Is it a fact that the duties of the men who 
have been latel\ promoted Superintendents ami upper-time seale assistants 
in the office of the Assistant Director of Ordnance Services (Provision). 
Army Headquarters, have undergone no change? 

Mr. G. M. Young: ' riiere lias been no change in the duties of assistants 
who were hcinerly employed as Superintendents alid ha\e now been 
graded as such. but the duties of assistants promoted to tin* upper time 
scale have* increased. 

Promotion of \ C\siukr in the Office m the Assistant Director of 
Ordwnce Services ^Provision). 

103 a *Mr. B. N. Misra: Is it a I. •«-t tlno .i ('ashler l.js In in prup’oied 
to the upper-tme* scale m the ofii'*" n*‘ the Assistant Director of Ordnance 
Service's (Provision) and are fl -vernment prepared to instruct all Dipt 
offiers that flare is no b.p* ngnnst a < a shier vising to a «uporinf endcuNhip? 

Mr. G. M. Young: Xo, Sir 'Hie assistant a-fjtr promotion \.,n ? «>t 
employed sole I \ .is aeashui. but eniiliiiifd that with various other duties 
Tlie lalf.r pan of the question does not therefore arise 

Theft uv British Soldiers in the B\keillv British Tnf\ntry Bazul 

1020. *'Mr. K. P. Thampan: (a) Will finvornmont be pleased to state 

whether it is a fact that a dacoitv wn«s committed bv the "British soldiers 
on the 24th “December, 1930. at Bareilh British Tnfantrv Bazar and the 
Sessions Judge at Bareilly convicted some of the soldiers with imprison¬ 
ments ranging from 3 years to 3 months? 

(b) Is it a fact that though the matter was reported to fhp militnrv 
authorities at Bareilly the next morning after the occurrence and they 
were satisfied (bv the discovery of some of the lost articles in the box 
of one of the soldiers and by the identification of the bed irons left behind 
in the shops as belonging to the barracks) that- the soldiers bad something 
to do with the dacoitv the militnrv authorities refused to allow the Civil 
Police to make a search of the barracks till after the oxpirv of 2 weeks? 

(c) Was any departmental enquiry made bv the Officer Command¬ 
ing or anv other military authority on the part plaved by the soldiers in 
this dacoitv and were anv of the soldiers other than those convicted by the 
Sessions Judge of Bareilly dealt W’th departmental^ ? 
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(i d) Is it a fact that at the hearing of the case at the Session Court 
the more serious charges such as committing dacoity and being in posses¬ 
sion of articles stolen in a dacoity wore not pressed and the indictment 
was for minor offences of theft, etc.? 

( c ) Will Government state whether they have perused the judgment 
</ *>he Sessions Judge at Bareilly (Trial No. 2 of 1931) and the connected 
papers and considered the question as to whether condign punishment has 
been meted out to the offenders? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) Yes. 

(b) No, Sir. A search was carried out in the lines of the 1st Battalion, 
The Duke of Cornwall's# Light Infantry, in the presence of civil police 
officials, on the day following that of the dacoity. 

(<■) A military Court of Enquiry was held on the 29th December. The 
enquiry proved abortive, a- civilian witnesses failed to identify any of the 
soldiers The ease was then handed over to the CimI Police 

(d) No, Sir. 

(e) Government have read the judgment, and **ee no reason to question 
it. 


Cn\l I'FVs \TH >\ f OR TllRI-T HY BRITISH SoLOIRRS IN T1IR BlUTT^H INFANTRY 
1> \Z \K, I».\i;T’.II.LY. 

l'k‘17. -Mr. K. P. Thampan: Will Government be pleaded to slate: 

. 0,0 whether the\ reieixed am memorials from some of the shop- 
kef })« rs at B.ireilK British Infantry Bazar, praying that 
tlif\ m:n 1 #< compt netted for the loss suffered by them in 
the 'lacoit\ eommittid b\ the British soldiers on the 24th 
uf I)cri*n b»*r 19‘»n .Hi*] their petitions were rejected; 
wh-lher Cioxeiumeiit lu\e been irivmtr any compensation ‘to 
the sufferers in eases of such excesses committed by the 
soldu »s, and 

‘•ho: he* 1 i .**\ are pr< ] 2 l rl to i milder llie do-irabihty of doing 
something to alla\ tile discontent ? 

Mr. G M. Young: {a) Petitions lmve been received at Army Head¬ 
quarters. 

(M No 

pO Government are not liable to pn\ compensation in such cases, nor 

it- their practice- to do sq 

Mr. K. P. Thampan: Ma\ I know whether the Government have 
consulted tlieir legal advisers and made sure that there is no legal obliga¬ 
tion to make good the losses sustained by these people in this dacoity? 

Mr. G M. Young: f I lie answer i* in the negative. 

Construction ok \ Hom\n Catholic Church at Mfnoaladon 
C\NTONMT5NT. 

1038. * Sirdar Sohan Singh (on behalf of Mr. Jehangir K Munshi): 
(a) Will Government be pleased to state whether the plans and estimates 
of the Mingnhidon Cantonment Boman Catholic church have been com¬ 
pleted and sanctioned? 

c 2 
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(b) Are Government prepared to take necessary steps and issue necessary 
instructions for the ea^lv completion of <lie church? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state when tliev expect the church 
to be available for the British troops in the Mingalndon Cantonment-? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) A plan and a preliminary esti¬ 
mate relating to the project were received, but have recently been returned 
to the Local Go\eminent for further scrutiny in certain respects. 

(b) and (r). I am afraid it is not at present possible to say when the 
church can be built. Owing to the exiting financial stringency. Govern¬ 
ment have been compelled to postpone expenditure on all new eivil major 
works. 

Racial Discrimination by the British India Stevm Navigvhon Co. 

IN DISEMBARKING PASSENGERS. 

10JJO *Sirdar Sohan Singh (on behalf ot Mr Jehangir K Miuishi) 

(a) Is it a fact that the British India Steam Navigation Co . Ltd . issut 
“Debarkation Passes** at Rangoon and Calcutta to Asiatic passengers and 
not to European and American passengers? 

(b) Is it a fact that European and American passengers arc allowed 
to disembark and pass through the gate at Rangoon and Calcutta without 
any “Debarkation Pass”? 

(c) Is it a fact that Asiatic passengers--oven first and second class 
Asiatic passengers—are not allowed to disembark and pass through the 
gate at Rangoon and Calcutta without being called upon to produce the 
“Debarkation Passes” issued b\ the British India Steam Navigation Co. 
Ltd.? 

(d) What is the object of the British India Steam Navigation Co , Ltd , 
in observing this racial discrimination and in imposing this restraint 
on Asiatic passengers 0 

(r) Arc the Gmeminent of Tndu prepan d t> l.^ue neccssan orders 
to stop this practice 0 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: The Government of India arc not 
in possession of the information asked for Enquiries are. however, being 
made from the local authorities, and on receipt of the* information, a reply 
will V>c laid on the table of the House. 


Alleged Racial Disciumin\tfon in the Medic\lExamin \td>\ or Lvov 
Passengers embarking at C\l<ttta idk Rangoon 

1040 *Sirdar Sohan Singh ton la half of Mr .Tchnn-'r K Mmislm 
(a) Is it a fact fbut first and second class European and \mm- m kc!\ 
passengers are allowed to embark at Calcutta for Rangoon without mv 
medif.il e-vaminafion and witbout being passed b\ th.- Calcutta Port 
Health Officer or liL Assistants? 

(M Is it a fact that first and second class Asiatic ladv passengers are 
not allowed to embark at Calcutta for Rangoon without medical examina¬ 
tion or without being passed by the Calcutta Port Health Officer or Iik 
Assistants 9 
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(o) What is the object of the Calcutta Port authorities in observing 
this racial discrimination? 

(d) Arc the Government of Jnrlia prepared to issue necessary orders 
iu stop this practice? 

Sir Frank Noyce: The information u&kcd tor b\ tin Honourable Mem¬ 
ber is being obtained and will be iurnbdied to the Huns.- m due course. 

Distinction mot ween Lioiit and Heavy “ Lathi Ch \koes 

KMl *Sirdar Sohan Singh (on behalf ot Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi): 
(</) Will f i<»\i*»)i»in-iit h< pluased to * \plam the distinction la tween a 
“light lot In ' ch.ngt and .i * 1 hm\\ latlu ’ charge* 

(It) FI i\c tie* fiovcrnnient f >| T11r11:i prescribed, b\ am official circular 
or nisi nil 1 m ills i-^ned to :m\ oi Ibt local Governments. what lond of 
‘laUiios" art to be u-a*d le the 1'olicc m '‘barging or dispersing crowds? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: (a) Th e answer would dt pend on the 
context in which tlu^c phrase*. were used The ivfireiac might he to the 
iiKM-urrs 11| foice it was nece^sarx to use or to the kind of latlm used 

(hf No Tin. j- ,i matter mtireh aitlun the eompt (• mv of the Local 
( Io\ cr nment s 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Will the Honourable Member give a physical 
ilfinon-tMtiou on the door of this House as to what a light lathi charge 

a distmgu, died from a hcivx lathi charge" (Laughter) 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Not on the Member 6 : of the Assemble. 

tion or Women to L\thi (’uaroes. 

HH*J *Sirdar Sohan Singh (on l.elmlt ■») Mi .Jchangir K Munsln) 
bn \tc the (ioxiimnent ol India m a position to i itc the ease of ,m\ 
cmh-ed r i"\' uiMii-iit which has subject* 1 *! women t*» Lit In charges"" 

(h) \re tli(‘ Oox eminent of India aware of ilie intensity of public opinion 
end feeling on tins question" 

(V) Are the (bueminent of India prepared to uconsider and revise, the 
present puliex and piacbce ot .ub]rcl.nj w«*nn k n to “latlu charges” ’ 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: (</) (h) nnd (c) T must protest 
stmmrlx against the suggestion contained in the Honourable. Member’s 
question tli.it it U either the pohey or the practice of the Government of 
India or of Local GmerniuenN h> subject women to latlu charges which is 
entirely without foundation 

In the dispersal of unlaw fill assemblies, care is taken where this is 
possible, to separate women if tliev are present, heime tin* dwju r<al is 
made and it is alwaxs a matter for regret when women are injured ns the 
result- of a dispersal 

I xvould suggest- to tin' Honourable Member that- he would better serve 
his purpose if lit' used his influence against the participation of women in 
unlawful assemblies, instead of making charges bx innuendo which are 
totally unfounded. 
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Number of Women arrested and imprisoned for Political Offences. 


1043. *Sirdar Sohan Singh (on behalf of Mr Jehangir J\. Munshi): 
•Will Government he pleased to state hou many women have been 
(a) arrested, and (b) imprisoned throughout India during the past- three 
months either in connection with the civil disobedience movement or for 
alleged offences under am of the Ordinances 4 ’ 

The Honourable Sir James Crerari 1 hn\e no information in regard to 
arrests. The information at my disposal shows that 1,481 women were 
convicted in connection with the civil disobedience movement up to the end 
of February 1932. 

EXPENDITURE FROM CENTRAL REVENUES ON PKOVIM'I \L SUBJECTS. 

1044. *Mr. B. Das: Willi reference to the following observations of the 
Indian Statutory Commission (para. 189, page 155, Simon Report, 
Ynl II) 

“The view as authoritatively held in India on the construction of the present 
Devolution Rules, that it is not peimis-utdo to incur expend it ui«» from central re\ cnees 
on provincial subjects or to make assignment« tioin eeidr.il to provincial lovomie, fot 
expend it in e on a provincial subject.** 

will Go vermin nt be pleased to lay on the table a statement of their views 
which they supplied to the Statutory Commission? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: The attention of the Honourable 
Member is invited to paragraph 8G ot the memorandum on Financial 
Relations between the Government of Tndia and the Provincial Govern¬ 
ments—Parts C to J—submitted to the Indian Statutory Commission, a 
copy of which will be found in the Library of the House. 

Expenditure from Centum. Revkm es on Provincial Subjects 

1045. ♦Mr. B. Das: With reference to the conclusions of sub-paragraph 
of paragraph 189, page 155. Simon Report, Yol IT stating a^ follows: 

“But wo arc stiongly of opinion that so rigid division between i" pondif arc on 
central and provincial suojeits should ho modified We recommend that it should 1«* 
rendered constitutionally possible under suitable restrictions to ns«mt provincial 
objects from central funds and > »/> ro.wi ” -. 

(<i) What action have Government taken so far on the abovernentioned 
recommendation and what. steps they are taking t<> amend the constitution 
to make such financial assistance possible? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state the drafts in the Devolution 
Rules they contemplate? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Pending the future constitutional 
changes the Government of Tndia do not propo?** to take any notion on the 
recommendation of the Indian Statutory Commission. 

Mr. B. Daa: May T enquire if the Federal Finance Committee had gone 
into this aspect of the question, and if the Government of India laid their 
views on this matter before the Committee ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: In answer to the first part of the 
question, I have no means of ascertaining whether the Federal Finance 
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Committee art* going to deal with that question. As regards the second 
part, the Government of India, so far as 1 know, have not been abked by 
that Committee to give any expression of their views about that question. 


Mr. N. M. Joshi: What measures do Government propose to take to 
get this# rule changed ? 


Mr. Arthur Moore: Is it not a fact that the report of the Federal Finance 
Committee has been signed? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: In a newspaper for which mv 
Honourable friend is himself responsible, T have had a statement that the 
report h:e« been signed 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: Does the Honourable Member's, answer imply that 
the Government of India gave no evidence before the Federal Finance Com¬ 
mittee “ 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: No. Sir 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: Does the Honourable Member implv that on this 
particular subject the Government nf India gave no assistance to the 
Com nut it e 4 


The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Tf m\ Honourable friend will read 
the question he will find that it refers to certain specific recommendations 
made h\ the Indian Statutory Cninmis^inn My answer to in\ Honourable 
friend's supplementary question wu«* that, so far a** F was aware, no re- 
presentative of the Government of India had been asked by the Federal 
Finance Committee to express anv opinion on this particular recommenda¬ 
tion of the Statutory, Commission 


Subvention or anted to tuf North-West Frontier pRoxisn. 

]04f>. *Mr. B. Das: (a) Will Government he pleased to state if it i 8 not 
a fact that, they have granted the subvention of one crore of rupees to the 
North-West Frontier Province for three years? 

(b) Do Government contemplate to provide n\ the Government • >: India 
Act. 1021. by aim tiding Devolution Pules for this subvention? 

(>) Do Government contemplate to amend the Devolution Buies to 
apply only to the North-West Frontier Province or will the amendment 
be general and include nil new provinces? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) 1 would refer the Honourable 

Member to the statement which T made in mv Budget speech on March 

7th. 

(b) Tlie Devolution "Rules are. with the approval of the Secretary of 
State in Council, being amended for this purpose. 

(c) An amendment to the existing Devolution Buies to validate the 
payment to the North-West Frontier Province only is all that i9 now 
contemplated. 
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Deficit shown by the Sind Committee. 

1047. *Mr. B. Das: Is it not a fact that the Sind Committee hnR shewn 
a deficit, of more than one crore. of rupees? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Yes 

Grant of Fimvnoi \i Am to Provinces. 

101S. *Mr. B. Das: (a) Will Government, be pleased to state if they 
have given any financial aid to any provinces since the new reforms 
besides the relief given b\ remission of provincial contributions? 

(b) Did any of the provinces at any time ask for any special financial aid 
from Central n vermes since 1021 and what are the reasons advanced to 
refuse such financial assistance? 

(r) Will Government he pleased to lay on the table siJl correspondence 
between Provincial Governments and the Central Government on the 
subject of financial grants asked in the past since 1021 and also all papers 
asking for a revision of financial relations? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (./) In -vrt.un cn^ tin* portion 
of Provincial Gn\eminents has been iinprmcd for example 1*\ tin- amend¬ 
ment of Devolution Pule 15. 

(M (Vrlmn pronnci^ hive from turn- to turn <*«»i i i]»I:« 111 «l against the 
linaneial arrangement*. known :m the Weston Settlement and incorporated 
inter alia in the TVudutmn Pule- The < Jovi riuii(*n1 ot India have in 
general refused to reopen the question of fin* Mcsfon Settlement. partly in 
view of the constitutional review provided for in the Government of India 
Act and at present being undertaken 

(r) The Government think that no useful purpose would be served bv 
collecting all such correspondence at the; stage All Provincial Govern¬ 
ments have bad an opportunity of making representations as to their 
financial position on tin* occasion of the investigation 1>\ the Simon Com¬ 
mission and recently again in the memoranda submitted to the Federal 
Finance Sub-Committee of the Pound Table Conference 

Mr. B. Das: M av I cmiuiro if the Government of India have knowledge 
of the demand of the various Provincial Governments that- the present, 
financial distribution is inadequate fot the province*, and that 't should bo 
readjusted 0 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: T ba\e already angered that in 
lm answer to part (h) of mv Honourable friend’s question 

Mr. B. Das: Mav T enquire what is the, intention of the Government of 
India, whether thev an* willing to concede the insistent demand of the 
provinces to give, them more financial assistance? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: T am afraid T cannot answer that 
question at present. Mv Honourable friend knows if he remembers mv 
Pndget speech, that I gave that as one of the, questions which the Govern¬ 
ment. of India will have to consider during this vonr. Mv Honourable 
friend is also aware that in the present financial and constitutional portion, 
it will ho extremely difficult to t iko any action on those lines. 
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Allocation of Neats in the Legislative Assembly and Council of 
State toJthe North-West Frontier Province. 

1049. *Mr. B. Das: (a) With reference to my starred questions Nos. 
2(>r> and 200 answered on the 101b February, 1032, will Government be 
pleased to sto.t«• if tliev have reached conclusions on the report of the 
duet Commissioner of tlit* Xorlli-\\ i n! Frontier Province regarding the 
limubei ot -ruts 1/) he allocated 1o i he North Wist Kiontier Province in 
flu* Assru 1 1>|\ and Coinieil ol State** 

(h) It s*», \*ii.it are tin* numbers allotted and on what principles have 
Iliesr bi’rll allotted ' 

(. ) Will (iovirnmeiit be pleased to replx rutegoiiculJv to tin- po.nts 
raised in m\ quest ion- Nos 20a and 2(Ki? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: {a i No. Sir. 

( h I and If! 1 )* i n* *t iVKe 

Mr, B. lias: l)<» 1 undei-tand tii.it tin instrument ot Ind'a wish to 
tala a d< *• *1 - n-1 1 <n till- in.itlej alii I t 1 < LccKiatlVi A-si inhh adjourns SO 
tb* 1 »• • -i m! not i ,* «in< -tiou max h« .kI.iI.ih tin tlooi uj the House? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I am qn ie Nine tli.it that motive 

. 11..1 pH - ir a tin iirnd <»l tin* ihwermnent nt India 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: P.ui the remit would bo the same. 

Mr. B. Das: 1). I n**id t«> draw ihe ittention >>: tin* Honourable the 
I , ad r «»i »it* lb,U-* l<* tb.* ia«*i th.it tin* statement in the Press was in 
eontrav ent i«*n *>l tb.* pi.ietiei in the different province" and whatever 
luiuht be tin h*c( iminrnd.it •..iK ot tin* Chief Commissioner of the North 
West lYm'ier Pr«emi*i\ the Government ot India ouuht to take the 
Tloiisr into tin r c*. >nfiiiriie« ? Will the Government oi India bring forward 
a motion w lien the\ are going to alter tin* present electoral rules in order 
m t.ike tin \i.*\\ hi tb* Hoiki* whether lour Members should "it in this 
Assembly n*f>ii "• ntmg tin \\>rth-W T est Frontier Province? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: T ean giv.* mi undertaking 10 that 
effect 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Will tin* Goummont please follow the practice 
. i I ’». r.. r aia! 1 ; i \ < tb* . let tmn lif"t and afterward" get the elected candi¬ 
date" nomma'rd b\ the iiioernmtnt till such time that tin* rules are 
ammo* d ' 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I do not km>\\ win the Government 
*>! India should follow the * vmiple *>l Hi r.ir ennsulei ing that the North- 
\W-I 1 i * .* 1 1 1 r’ I *'*• * \ * in i " p.nt nt British India and Berar is not. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Du Government propose to consult this House 
with regard to the numerical strength of Members from the North-West 
Frontier 1 Vox mee in tins House? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: 1 cannot promise that it will be 

possible to do so before the conclusion of this session. 
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Candidates granted Scholarsuifs for Training in Marine 

Engineering. 


1030. *Mr. B. Das: Will Government be pleased to state the names of 
(he candidates to whom scholarships for receiving training in Marino 
Engineering in England won* granted during the rears 1900 and 1901, and 
also to give an account of the progress made by them? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Marine Engineering State scholar¬ 
ship* nore awarded to Messrs Mraham Swamp Slid, 1) A Moghe and Qnin- 
arud Dm Ahmad in 1900 and to Messrs l»alkri*linn Gupta. Mohd. Thrahim 
Kidwai and \V lv Katre m 1991. The onl\ report m> tar received is m 
respect of the batch of scholars sent in 1990, and this report states that 
tin* work and progress ot the -eholar- l»a \ • * been -atiMaeton 

Scholarships granted for the Trummi oh Indians in Marine 

Engineering 

1051. *Mr. B. Das: (a) Will Government bo pleased to state whether 
they are awarding three* selmlarMiips tenable in England for the training 
of Indians in Marine Engineering for the year 1992? 

(6) If the answer to part (a) he in the negative, will Government be 
pleased to state the leasons thereof ° 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (mi and (b) Owing to the need tor 
c counin \ n Centra! expenditure it has hein de< ided not to award .m\ 

* cdiolarships t hi- » e u 


Training Of M\rim: Engineers. 

10.52. *Mr. B. Das: (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether 
any letter was addressed b\ them to the Government of Bombay in April, 
1930, on the subject of training of Marine Engineers in India and whether 
am Committee was appointed as a consequence thereof? 

( b ) It the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, will Government 
be pleased to state whether any report of that Committee has been re¬ 
ceived by them? 

(c) If the answer to part (b) be in the negative, will Government be 
pleased to state when they expect to receive the report of that Com¬ 
mittee? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: («) Yes. a letter was addressed to 
tMe Government ol iJnmhn' on the subject in April 1930 The Local Gov¬ 
ernment referred the matter to the Board of Trustees ot the Victoria 
Jubilee Techrreal Institute. Bombas, who appointed a Committee to pre¬ 
pare a sell cine 

(b) and (r). For certain reasons, the Committee has not been able to 
proceed with the preparation oi a report. The question of the training of 
Marine Engineers in India lias, however, been further examined hv the 
Government of India, and a provisional scheme has been formulated by the 
Local Government in the light of the suggestions made by the Government 
of India. It is therefore not now necessary for the Committee to submit 
a report. , 
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Training of Indians in Marine Engineering. 

1053. *Mr. B. Das: (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether 
tliev have under contemplation any scheme for providing facilities for 
giving training to Indians in Marine Engineering in this country? 

(6) If the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to state if they w.ll consult the Indian commercial and shipping 
opinion on this subject ? 

(r) Will (»o\eminent be* pleased to state when they expect to formulate 
that scheme and start, training Indians as Marine Engineers in this country 
just as the} have started the Training Ship for giving training to Indians 
as deck officers? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) Yes 

{In Tic technical ;i-p< »*t ni die -elx me '-till under examination. The 
desrnhihn nl consulting shipping and other commercial interests will be 
considered when the scheme lniv taken practical diape. 

(. ) Go\enmient are not at present m a position to i\ when the 
s ( Iicine e Ida U to be hn.uirlii .»it * - operation 

Mr. B. Das: M ay T inquire if the -elnme is awaiting the new constitu¬ 
tion to be lumnilutcd" 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: \n Sir It is financial considera¬ 
tion- vcr\ hirgelx which lu»\c In-Id up tin* wholt tiling 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Did the IMivnrlmient Committee suggest re¬ 
trenchment of tin si* scholarship-, and expenditure under th s head? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I diould like to have notice of that. 

It N not within m\ tecolleet oil 

Increase in tuf. Number of Cadfts admitted to the Training Shit 

“ Duffkrtn ” 

1051. *Mr. B. Das: Will Government ho pleased to state: 

(f/l if the\ propose to in.ike a cent per cent, increase in the number 
of cadets they have been admitting even’ vear to the I M 
M T. S “liufferin 

(b) if the answer to part, (a) he in the affirmative, the reasons which 
lead them to make such an increase? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: {a) No. 

(h) Does not arise 


Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Is it not a fact that without incurring any addi¬ 
tional cost it is possible to double the number in this part : eular school? 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy: T am afraid T cannot answer that 
quest’on offhand Tt sounds to me very improbable 
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Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: I put a question some time ago and sent a note 
•.az this very question. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Thru the Honourable. Member must 

know the answer. 


Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: 1 did u« t put a ({iu stmu in the Assembly but sent 
a private note 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I do u<n reeolleet the Honourable 
Member asking me. I 

IvMI'LoVAirvr <>» I ADITS Til VLNLh Os Till. “ 1)1 J M i IN 

10.35. *Mr. B. Das: \\ -II Government bo pleased to state: 

it/) il lbe (m, waning i m nl\ ot tin* Trainim.* Mop ’“ 1 >uII* i m b.i\e 
("■n-.i'Iei , *’(l llit* prospect &» unpiovmui; .us ulucii's nl those 
end* is turning out of tile r l raining Ship DulJerm w ] i«» »n.i\ 
oh la n their lA »i , ti»*au , s ol C om pet ones : 

(h) if the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, whether it is 
a iaet that the Governing Potlv fame tr> tlio conclusion that 
the prospects of employment as officer*. for the present num¬ 
ber of cadets taken bv the Training Ship wore imeort.dn 
after they obtained their certificates of competency? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (n 1 and (hi r rhe question has been 
* ngaging the attem «>p o* llir i Jo\ eining l»o«l\ tf>r Mime 1111 and is still 
under their • *>nsideration 


DEVELOPMENT or Till’ !ndi\n A1km antitj: .M mune. 

1056. *Mr. B. Das: Will (loirnnnrnt be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Jt *s not i fact ili.it. altoi tin i.iiluii ol ihe Shipping 
fonference in 1930, they issued a communique on the 6th 
Jamuuy, 1030, informing the public that the responsibility 
will rest with the Government, of India as to what future 
action should be taken f<>r the Development of the Indian 
Mercantile Marine; and 

(h I if the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, wliat action has 
heiai taken by them or what action do flit s propose to take 
*or the development of Indian shipping ; 

The HcnOvirLbls Sir George Rainy: With \our permission, Sr. 1 will 
answer question*. Vos 1 *»;">(» ,»nd 1057 together 

The attention ol the Hoinuirahle Munher is mv ied to tin n ply given 
bv me to a somewhat similar question asked bv Mr S. I 1 Shnlmni on the 
20th Januarv. 1031 The Government of India luve nothing to add to 
that statement except iliat the consideration of methods involving the 
grant of direct financial assistance to the industry must for the present bo 
postponed. 
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Development of Indian Shipping. 

11057. *Mr. B. Das: (a) Arc Government aware that the Honourable 
Sir George Thuny stated in the Legislative Assembly in September, 1929, 
that in ease the Shipping Conference failed, the Government of India 
would explore other avenues for the Development of Indian shipping? 

(b) If the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, will Government 
be pleased to state what other avenues have been explored by them or 
what other avenues they propose to explore* for the development of Indian 
shipping? 

Non-Admission or Tn m \\s to the Phinck or YV \t,ks Seamen's I xstitute,. 

Bomb\y 

1058 *Mr. B Das: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(n) whether the building of the Prince of Wales Seamen's Institute 
was raised out of public subscriptions and whether the Indian 
public subscribed a large sum towards that building fund. 

(h) u latlicr it is not a fact that out of IN 5 00 ft73 received In public 
subscriptions for the building of that. Institute during the 
\< :irs 1017 1018 mid 1010 IN 2 30 000 were subscribed b\ the 
Western India Turf Club mid about TL 1 50.000 bv Indians. 

(Y) whether it is not n fact thnf the money subscribed by the Western 
India Turf Club domed both from Indian and non-Indian 
sources. 

(tl) whether it is riot a fact that tlie* Indian Officers and Seamen 
(iascarsl arc, not admitted in tin Prineo of Wales Seamen's 
Institute, and 

(c) if 1 lu* answer to part (d) bt* in the affirmative, why a public 
instiluK* like the Prince ol Wales Seamen’s Institute 
dNcrumnatcs against Indians and refuses them admission? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Oo\crniu*ut ,uv not in possession 
r! «Mii'pl»*tc inlurmat <»n IiKpurie^ lvi\c been made from the Government 
r! !'m i!i,\ md a leplv u *1! 1 m l • i«i mi the t dde u, the Hoin» in dllO 
C. I»1M 

N<>\. Admtsstov or Niiiu^totiii-: PRixrror W\i Sr: omen’s Institute, 

]»*>vr \ y 

1050 ♦Mr. B. Das: (n) Has the attention of Government been drawn to 
the repl\ in von in the l»ombn\ Legislative Council on the 14th March. 

1928. to tie* uiii^ieii put l»\ Mi L.ihi \ar.mp (page P>8~, ol Vol '22 

of the Thunbnv Lerishitive Conueil Debates) tb.it “the Institute (Prince 
of Wales Seamen's Institute) though undenominational in clur.ioter d.iov. 

not. cater specially tor +he needs of Indian seamen" and also t 1 the 

following rrmaiks mad * bv the Bishop of Bombay at the Extraordinary 
General greeting of the Members of the Prince of Wales Seamen’s Institute 
held in November, 1928: 

“The Bombnv Sailors' Home was an undenominational soeioN and 
our Society is a denominational society how could those be 
amalgamated”? 

tFnr nnswer to this question. m«wcr to question Vo 1056. 
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(b) If the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to state whether it lias still been held that the Prince of Wales 
Seamen’s Institute is an undenominational Institute? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) Government- have seen the reply 
to MV Lfilji VuMTip’s (piestion in the Bmnbax Legislative Council referred 
to but have no information regarding the alleged remarks by the Bishop 
or Homhn\ relative to the Prince of Wales Seamen’s Inst’tute. 

(/») Full information regarding this Institute has been called for and a 
<i }>1\ will be laid on the table of the House in due course. 

Sunday Pen \lty Fees collected \nd Method op their Distribute!*. 

1000. *Mr. B. Das: Will Government be pleaded to state 

(a) the amount collected by way of Sunday Penalty Fees at the 

<Ii»fe!“lit ports in India during the la^t five years: 

(b) the. amount contributed by 1 h**m out of this Sunday Penalty 

Fees for the following char,table purposes during the last five 
y ears? 

('ll for tie* benefit id tile superior grade of Customs Officers 

(2) for the benefit of the subordinate grade of Customs Officers. 

(3) for the benefit <»t lauopcan seamen. 

(1) ior the belli t‘t or lii« i.m - a »un 

(5) contributions made towards the building fund of the Institutes 
whieii do not admit Indian seamen 

(0) contributions made towards Institutes which admit both 
Lump,an and Iud.a?: -• **i 11 • *»i and 

(7) contributions made towards building funds of Institutes started 
HPei dieail \ lor Indian se.u.,cn 

The Honourable Sir George Schusterrph The receipt- him Sunday fees 
for the last /i\<» years (i r actuals f<*r 1927-28 to 1930-31 and rout'd 
estimates for 1931-32) amounted to a total of Ps 20,70,146. 

(b) (1) Vd 

(2) The contributions for the benefit of subordinate grades -Preventive* 
officers, clerks and others—amounted to a total of Pk. 2,04,312 

(3) lis 2.12.119 apart from grants covered by (a) or fO) 

(4) Nil. apart from grants covered by (7). 

(6) or (()). Ps 1.60,200 This suin ri presents the giant made to 
the Ma\o Marine Institute, Rangoon, which admits Indian officers hut not 
Indian seamen. 

(7) Ps. 1,13,000. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Is it not a fact that the receipts from the 
Sunday fees have been given mostly to welfare institutions of non-Indian 
seamen rather than to those of Indian seamen? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I feel sure that mv Honourable 
friend from his knowledge as member of the Standing Finance Committee 
has very full information on that subject He will be able to calculate 
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from the replies which I have given what is the position for the years 
specified in the question which I have just answered It will also be 
within his recollection that, according to the statement prepared for the 
Standing Finance Committee, the distrbut'un m the last year has been 
altered considerably m the direction of giving giants lo institutions aimed 
at the benHif of Indian sc,mien 

Mr. B. Das: May I inquire \vh\ no contribution had been made for the 
benefit of Indian seamen t} Was it due to the fact that there were no 
Indian Si .mien’s Trade Humus asking for it * 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I think it has been ncmiK due 
to the fact that, until last vear, there was no specific institute in existence 
which aimed at giving these benefit*, to Indian seamen to which c.ntribu- 
tion could he made 

Mr. B. Das: Ma\ I inqunv if Mr Kaheeruddin \hmad who was the 
represent.it i\e of sc.mn n on t h*• Indian Lahi.ur ( Viinrnis^ion. raised this 
particular issue before the Labour ('ommission? 

(No answer was g'-wn ■ 

PRINCIPLES FOR (in \ NTS OFT OF THU Sl’NIMY PENALTY FEES FUND. 

1061. *Mr. B. Das: Will Government be pleased to state* 

(a) the principles under which grants aiv made out of the Sunday* 

Penalty Fees Fund to \arious charit.ihle Institutions in the 
country; and 

(b) whether thc*\ propose to make any change'* in the present pro¬ 

claim e under which Mich grants aie allocated and, if so, will 
fiu\ernmcnt he pleased to state the new changes which they 
propose to introduce in this connection? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: The subject n tor* complicated 
to enable me to give a satisfactory answer within the limits suitable for a 
reply The Honourable Member will find the situation fullv explained 
in the prtuechngs of tile Standing Finance Committee to which 1 give 
the follow ue r reference's 

Paragraph 7 of the proceedings dated 10th January, 1930. 

Paragraph 7 of the proceedings dated Kith June. 1930 

Paragraph 2.1 of the proceedings dated 19th June, 1930 

Paragraph 20 of the proceedings dated 23rd January, 1932 

Contributions to Sailors’ Homes in Bombay and Discrimination 

against Indians. 

1002. *Mr. B. Das: (a) Will Government bo pleased to state whether 
the Government of Bomba\ paid the sum of Ps. 4,44,375 to the authorities 
of the Bombay Sailors’ Home, for the acquisition of their buildings some 
where in the year 1928 or 1929? 

(b) If the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, will Government 
be pleased to state whether the entire portion of Rs. 4,44,375 went to the 
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Prince of Wales Seamen's Institute under the new amalgamation scheme 
of that Institute with the Bombay Sailors' Home? 

(r) Is it a fac;t that the original cost of the building of the Royal Alfred 
Sailors’ Home, Bombay, was Rs. 3,66,000, of which a sum of Rs. 2,00,000 
was contributed by His Highness the Gnckwar of Baroda and Rs. 1,66,000 
by the Government of Bombay? 

(d) Is it a fact that the object of the Bombay Sailors’ Home Society 
was primarily to provide a comfortable home for seamen frequenting or 
visiting the port of Bombay without any discrimination between European 
and Indian seamen? 

(e) If the answer to parts (b), (c) and (d) he in the affirmative, will 
Government be pleased to state whether the object for which the Royal 
Alfred Home was started is achieved by handing over the entire sum of 
Rs. 4,44,375 to the Prince of Wales Seamen's Institute which discriminates 
against Indian seamen and Indian officers by refusing them admission into 
their Institute? 


The Honourable Sir George Rainy: ( r V 

(b) The whole of tin* amount went to the Boniha\ Seamen'* Society 
(now* known as the Royal Bombay Seamen's Society), which was formed 
bv the amalgamation of the Bombay Sailors' Home SocieU with the 
Prince of Wales Seamen's Institute and Bombay Harbour Mission 

(if) Yes, except that the Bombay Government's contribution amounted 
to Rs. 1.40,000 only The balance of Rs 2G/KK) was presumably derived 
from other sources 

(r/) The Home wn» open to seamen of all classes, but it does not appear 
to have been used to an appreciable extent at any time by Indian seamen 
(r) The Royal Bomba\ Seamen's >oe»etv arc under no l**cral obligation to 
pay nn\ portion of the sale proceeds of the Flowi! Allred Home to any otln r 
institute The Soeief\ however, gave a voluntary donation of R-, ! laid' 

towards the construction of a Home which lu*. recenth been opened at 
Bombay for flic use of Indian seamen 


SHORT YOTP'E QTKSTIOY AM) AXSWKR 

Reduction of TiuYellixo and other Ai.i.o\\ wi 1 s in Mi misers of the 

Li t .im rrniK. 

Mr. J. Ramsay Scott: pm Ha\. Go\ eminent under < on^id. >atinn any 
proposals for reduction in ibe present scales of tiMveMm** ••ud other allow¬ 
ances of Members of the Legislature*' 

(h) Tf so will Go\eminent be pleased to slate whether the House Com¬ 
mittee will be (riven nn opportunity to consider the propn-aL before a deci¬ 
sion is arrived at? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) Yes The present allowance 
admissible to Honourable Members for iourne\s bv rail is 1 3'Ribs of a 

First Glass fare This allowance w*as fixed on a parity with that admis¬ 
sible for Government/ servants of the first "rndc In the eas»* of Govern¬ 
ment servants the allowance has been reduced to 1J fares writh effect from 
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the 1st October, and Government feel it right that similar reduction 

should now be mad** in the ease of Honourable Members also. Govern¬ 
ment have also considered the recommendation of the General Purposes 
Committee on page 00 of their Second Report to the effect tliat the rule 
permitting the drawing by Honourable Members of the cost of haulage 
of their motor cars irrespective of the, amount, needs revision, and that a 
limit of Rs f>00 in all for both |ourne\.x, outward and return, should be 
imposed. In the opinion of Go\eminent such a provision would not work 
equitably m that it would penalise Members coming from long distances 
They consider that the present rule should be retained, but that economy 
during the present financial crisis could be securer! by the abolition of the 
allowance for petrol or forage of Rs 75 per month at present admissible 
to Members who reside outside Delhi and elect for free haulage of their 
convey uncox 

(b) Government had considered la\ing proposals on thi> basis before the 
House Committee, but on further examination thev were convinced that 
consultation m a matter of tins kind lay outside the scope of that Com¬ 
mittee's fimHmnx The more appropriate procedure would be to place the 
proposals heion the House by means of a Resolution. Unfortunately it 
does not appear likel\ that tine* will be available to move such a Resolu¬ 
tion this sexton Government propose, therefore, to move a Resolution at 
the earlw xt possible occasion in the next summer session and to suggest 
that the reduction of railwa\ allowance should, if accepted, take effect in 
rexpret of Mu journey to Simla 


12 \()(IN. 


Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: In \n*w . f tin- Honourable Member s 
reply m which la attempted to dra>\ a p*irallcl between Gov- 
t niment --t *i \. * Ml aid \b*uiherx this TTouse, will he please 
mloiiii tin Hiiiim* whetlcr o> no* e x a fact that Gnvemment sen.mts, m 
addition to then railua\ ti lu-llinu’ d'-A\anrev an* m icceipt ot a handsome 
salai\ wh'cli Members* <»t tAwipblv are n->t*’ 


The Honourable Sir George Schuster* I haniu think m\ Honourable 
friend’s (|in-tion r» quire- an m-wt ’* I would remind Imp ‘hat ufiiunls 
of the Government are uU«> undei r>ai^iderahlt* obligations for working 
e\cr\ da\ of tin- u-arwhieh cl- » i* a .,ppb in Honourable Members ot this 
2 louse 


Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: \\,!i tie* Honourable Member mtonn 
the House whether those additi >ii i! n m nk- d<» not apply with greater force 
to Members of tin-* House wlio .No h.ive to work c\erv day of the \ear? 


r\'s'«’\t:nrD oriyiinv^ \\d wswkrs 

Appointment or Tfiehr\pii Peons as Postmen. 

2f>r» Mr, S C Mitra: (.i) N .t i f.u t that in order to give the peons 
m the Telegrapli Hianeh some nppoiiiruty to earn pension and leave allow¬ 
ances at superior rates order- were i^—nod to permit tlieir enfn into post¬ 
men’s grade b\ coinpetithe « xnminetion ° Tf so. from what date wore the 
orders given effect to 0 

(b) Is it a fact that many telegraph peons w T ent through this competi¬ 
tive examination and w^ere appointed as postmen 9 

D 
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(e) Is it n fact that they had to furnish security bonds for these new 
appointments as* are required from permanent postmen? 

(d) Will Government bo pleased to state tlie number of telegraph peons 
so appointed as postmen? 

(r) Is it a fact that some of the telegraph peons so recruited to the 
postmen’s grade ha\e since been reverted? 

(f) If the repl\ to part (d) bo m the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to state the number and names of the men so reverted and the 
reasons in each case for the action taken 0 

(q) Do Government propose to re-examine these cases and see that 
these men get hack their appointments as postmen if they are found to 
have been qualified for their appointments under the rules then in force? 
Tf not, why not? 

Mr. T. Ryan: {a) No. 

(h) to (<n "Do not arise 

System of Si pplyim; IMforms to Teleot?\pii \m> Poktu. Peons 

207 Mr. S. C. Mitra: (a) Has the attention of Government been drawn 
to the artic 1 *' Mihlixhed at page 315 of the Trhqrnph firvinr of September, 
1931. under the caption of “Inferior staff to <jo v iflinut uniform’' 0 

(/i) 11 ,i \ e (I. »\• in i it-lit made am « mp.ir\ ■ 1 1 tlie ln.dter*' ll >><> to 

what < fleet 0 

fr) Will GovTinnent be pleased to state what is th.' present system 
• >f sup])l\intr uniform-. to fii the inferior staff in tin Telegraph’- and CH 
peons -n the Postal Department? 

(ft) Will Go\eminent be pleased to quote tin* authority under which 
the peons were ordered to produce their old tattered dresses for inspection 
of the Chief Superintendent, Central Telegraph Office Calcutta, Ms com¬ 
plained in the article? 

(e) Will Government he pleased to state whether am order was issued 
beforehand to the peons requiring them to preserve tom and tattered 
uniforms fo- production for inspection when so ordered? Tf so. when and 
by whom 0 

(f) Is it n fact that some of the peons made written statement to 
the effect that their old uniforms wore totally torn and thrown out or the 
like and hence could not ho pioduotd for inxpe<tion° 

(o) Is it a fact that in spite of these statements fine- ffii non-produc¬ 
tion of uniforms were, still imposed on those peons b\ th. Chief Superin¬ 
tendent, Calcutta 0 

(It) Will Government be pleased 1o state tlu number of sueli peons 
who were thus fined? 

(/) Ho Government propose to refund these lines to the parties con¬ 
cerned? If not, why not? 

Mr. T. Ryan: (a) Yes 

(b) No enquiry was made on the matter 

(jo) The scheme for the supply of uniforms and warm clothing to the 
Posts and Telegraphs outdoor staff and inferior servants is described in the 
following statement: 
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Class l Offices—(Head Offices, Central Telegraph Offices, offices situated in 
stations where there are Head Offices and other important offices ). 


“A” Stations—Where the climate 
is usually warm to hot and there is 
no appreciable cold in the winter 
months. 


‘“B” Stations—Where the climate 
is cold for certain months of the year 
but not very cold. 


"C M Stations—Wlcre the winter 
is severe and prolonged. The general 
criteria for classifying offices into class 
“C” should he a latitude of 2S' 
North and/or an altitude of 4000 ft. 
If these criteria do not m»*et the 
special requirements of any place the 
Head of a Circle may suggest the 
inclusion of any particular station in 
class **0” and obtain the order** of 
the Unector-Generai on the subject. 


Two complete sets of drill uniforms 
every year, putties at the discretion 
of Heads of Circles. Where putties 
are to be supplied only one pair 
between two sets of uniforms every 
year. 

Two complete sets of drill uniforms 
every year, one woollen jersey once 
in two years, putties as of “ A ” 
stations. 

One complete *et of serge uniform 
every alternate year, one complete set 
of drill miif. »rm ev» rv year, one pair 
of putti *s e\ cry year. 


( f lass 1 /JO ffief s— (Offices not included in ('lass J, Branch Offices excluded). 


1 A ” Stations —Wheie the climate 
is usually warm to hot and there is no 
appreciable; cold in winter months. 

“ B Stations—Where the climate 
is cold for eerta.n months of the year 
but not very cold. 


“ C ” Stations—Where the winter is 
severe and prolonged. The general 
criteria for classifying offices into class 
“ C ” should he a latitude of 28 c North 
and/or an altitude of 4000 ft. If 
these criteria do not meet the special 
requirements of any place the Head 
of a Circle may suggest the inclusion 
of any particular station in class “ C ” 
and obtain the orders of the Director- 
General on the subject. 


One complete set of drill uniform 
a ye ar, putties as at *• A ” stations in 
class I Offices. 

One complete set of drill uniform 
every year, one woollen jersey once in 
three years and putties as at “ A ** 
stations in class 1 Offices. 

One complete set of serge uniform 
and one complete set of drill uniform 
once in two years, one pair of putties 
between the two sets of uniforms. 


2. (a) Uniforms should not be* supplied to officials of branch offices. 

(b) Village postmen at “C” class stations onh should be supplied with 
uniforms admissible to postmen attached to such stations. 

D 2 
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(ic) Packers and other inferior servants, except in certain selected offices 
to be approved by the Director-General should be supplied only with blouse 
(alternatively jersey where justified) and pugreo. 

((/) Lungvi and Gaunghnung can l»c substituted for shorts (trousers) and 
DPugree in llurnia 


(d) Orders were issued in May 1931 lequiring all Heads of offices. Postal 
Traffic and Engineering, to inspect periodically the unifonns supplied to 
their subordinates as laid down in rule 730 of the Posts and Telegraphs 
Manual , Volume II 

(r) No special order was issued to the peons requiring them to preserve 
torn and tattered uniforms for production For inspection when so ordered, 
as the rule referred to above prescribes that it is the duty of Inspecting 
‘Officers to sot' that uniforms and warm clothing, when* supplied, arc 
kept clean and in good condition and that :it kit inspections each man 
will be required to produce all the articles of clothing supplied to him. 

(/) i 

(q) y Government have no information 

(h) J 

(i) Does not nrUe in \ *ew of the repl\ to p;irts (f), ( q) and (//') Copy 
nf the question and of the rvph to parts (r) to (i) will however he sent to 
the Postmaster-Genera] for ,mv further attention desirable 


System of Si t pplyinu Uniforms to Teleorxph v\i> Postxl Peons. 

2f>8 Mr. S. C. Mitra: (a) D it a fact that complaints were nude hv 
Posts and Telegraph peons t xpiv^mg their in duht\ to near tattered dresses 
while discharging their duties in the office 0 

(h) W.!l Government he pleased to state the steps they have taken 
or propose to take to remove such complaints? 

fr) Ts it a fact that peons have been taken to bisk and even fined in 
Calcutta and other places for not putting on their uniforms, even when 
the peons stated that they were very badly torn and hence could not 
possiblv he worn? 

(d) Do Government propose to refund the fines thus imposed? If not, 
why not 47 

(e) Do Government propose to .allow sufficient uniforms to the peons 
or, in the alternative, allow them to wear their own dresses when their 
uniforms arc torn and new ones are not supplied? If n*»t, why not? 

(/) Is it 5i fact that Government have issued revised rules for supply 
of uniforms to the peons in the Posts and Telegraphs Department? If so 
what tire they? 

Mr. T. Ryan: {a) Government have no information. 

(h) Government have made ■sonic provision jor the supply of uniforms 
to the outdoor staff find inferior servants of flic Posts and Telegraphs 
Department on u limited scale. 

(r) Government have no information 

(i d) Does not arise. 
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(e) A reference is invited to the reply to part (b) of the question. Such 
outdoor and inferior staff of the Indian Posts and Telegraphs Department 
as are not provided with uniforms at Government expense will naturally 
wear their own clothing. 

(/) Yes. The revised rules have been quoted in reply to part (c) of 
the Honourable Member’s question No. 267. 

Grant of Conveyance Allowance to Inspectors of Telegraph Peons. 

269. Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government be pleased to state how 
many Inspectors of Peons and Inspectors of Post Offices are employed in 
Telegraph arul Postal Branches respectively? 

{b) Is it a fact that the Inspectors of both these groups are required 
to perform indoor as v\ell as outdoor work? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Inspectors of Post Offices in towns art in receipt 
ot (\>n\c\niji'i 1 Allowance^? 

if /j It tli' reply to part (ci b.• in the uffirmativt . will Government 
he pleated to siat« if tliev propose m grant similar allowance to Inspectors 
of Peons in Telegraph Blanch ’ li not, win not? 

Mr. T. Ryan: (m Tin re nr< 9 In^per-nav m peons attached to the 
I.Mg*i dep..i (mental t« It graph Mfici'I lit- miiihI.o oi Juvpeetot's ot Post 
f< Jfii< < s hi -1i.il:* t Po-i.il Sub Ih\isi..ns ami • .* down Inspe* Dir* of Post 
Othces i! i ached to l'l>M t’l.is^ Hi .id Po-t < >fVit*» is 418 

(/»> and (' ) Yes 

p/i The d uties Postal Town liispi-clois differ \\idel\ from those 

performed 1» \ Inspector- oi P*‘om mi ti It‘graph otVices and (Inveniment do 
not admit the n«-cessit\ <>) the grant to the latter ot a eoinev.mce allow - 
atii’i simil.if to (hat drawn In the former In n rtuin office's. Inspectors 
ol are supplied with hirulis In the Department for the discharge 

of the dutit s required ol them 

Revised Schemes for Pension on the Posts and Telegraphs 

Department. 

270. Mr. S. C. Mitra: (a) I* it a fact that Government issued a 
circular to all the recognised organisations of the staff m the Posts and 
Telegraph* Department to obtain their opinion on certain proposed revised 
schemes for pension 0 

(h) If the reph to part (a) he in the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to state if replies from all such organisations have been received? 
If so, when? 

(c) Will Government he pleased to state if a final decision on the matter 
has been arrived at? If so, to what effect 0 If not why not? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (<0 It the Honourable Member 
is referring to a scheme for substituting n contributory fund or other 
benefits of a corresponding kind for pensionary benefits, the answer is in 
the affirmative. 

(b) Replies were received b\ Jul\ 1930 from some 95 Service Associa¬ 
tion* including various Posts and Telegnph* organisations 
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(r) I would refer the Honourable' Member 1o flu* speech made by the 
Finance Secretary in the debate held in the Council of State on the 3rd 
March 1932, and reproduced on pages 142, 143 and 144 of the Official 
P eport. 

Pension Scheme for Subordinates on the Posts and Telegraphs 

Department. 

271. Mr. S. 0. Mitral (a) Is it a fact that a large number of the em¬ 
ployees in the Posts and Telegraphs Department in Subordinate Services 
are not in receipt of any pension? 

(b) Will Government he pleased to state if tho> contemplate to revise 
the whole pension scheme which will convert the present non-pcnsionable 
posts into pensionable ones? If not, why not? 

(V) If reply to part (b) be in the affirmative with regard to some of the 
appointments, will Government be pleased to state (i) which of the groups 
are likely to be included in the same and also (ii) when the same is likely 
to take effect? 

Mr. T. Ryan: (a) While ' w a hut th.it the sriVKr ot ci>rt.un clashes 
of employees, such as cable Miprnisois, mechanic*, and artitiieis tele¬ 
phone operators appointed on or alter the 1-4 .March. 1919, etc . is non- 
pensionable, the total number of employees serving under these condi¬ 
tions is not large 

(b) and (n The qui < 4 n>n «»: admitting tin n«>n-p«■ii'-o>naU- p< t-onnel 
to the lu netits ot a ( oiiu.hulorv ProMileiit Lund m <•! making them eligi¬ 
ble for pension, -s undi r • oiisnler.ition internment are not m a pn^ftfbii 
to state when a final deenion will he reached 

Gut in Pay or Low Pud Men in the Posts and Telegraphs 

Department. 

272. Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government he p]cawed to state the 
personnel and the lowest pin in the different departments of Government 
which have been spared irom a in cut due to retrenchment? 

(b) Is it a fact that only in the Posts and Telegraphs and in Railways 
men drawing Its. 40 and less have not even been spared from a cut in 
pay? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Telegraph Department, unlike most other 
departments, is considered as both a public utility and safety seru'et* and 
at the same time a revenue-earning department? 

(d) If the replies to the above he in the affirmative will Government 
be pleased to state why men getting a pay of less than Ps. 40 have also 
been retrenched in the Posts and Telegraphs Department? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: (a) All Go\emment servants 
under the control of the Government of India drawing Ps 40 a month 
or less, exeept those emplo\ed in the Pailvax and the Posts and Tele¬ 
graphs Departments have been exempted from the emergency cut in 
pay 

(h) Yes. 

(r) The Posts and Telegraphs Department L a public* utility depart¬ 
ment which in accordance with the generally accepted policy of Govem- 
frient, is run on commercial lines. 
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(d) Reference is invited to the reph given b\ (Ik* Honourable Sir 
George Rainy on the 23rd Afnreli, 1932, to sturr^rl question Xo. 864, asked 
by Rni Rahadur Sukbraj Rai It was considered proper to treat the 
staff of the two great commercial departments alike. 

Cut in Pay of Low Paid Men in the Posts \m> Telegraphs 

Department. 

273. Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government he pleased to ^tate if they 
propose to retrench the pay of men below* Its. 40 in other departments? 

(b) Tf the reply be in the negative, do Government propose to mete 
out similar treatment to men similarly situated in the Posts and Tele¬ 
graphs Department? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: (a) and (f>). No. 

System of Payment for Telhouyph Messengers. 

274 Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (al it a fact that press and triple rate messages 
are sent out singly for deliver* to ensure thcr prompt disposal? 

(b) U n .• I .id that task \\<al nit s^-ngi-i s used to t tamings jor a 
romplct.* bhaga in:: 3 messagr*. f,,r a evele peon and 3 messages for a foot 
peon* : a dth\eiing these messages singh without waiting for other 
mess.igrV' If so, bow long lias ties system been in force? 

(rj Is ii a fact that fills system lias been abolished with effect from the 
Ut \i>\eiiilu i, 1931, and tin d«li\ei\ inrsxrngi l's an- im\\ gi.mted the 
earnings fnr one message nnh per trip for deli\er\ f> f these press and triple 
rate messages 0 

(d) Ts it a fact that tr»ple rate messages are paid for at- triple rates by 
the senders in order to ensure their expeditious disposal? 

(r) Ts it- a fact that the Press get concession rates (very much cheaper 
than the ordinary rates) for sending their messages 0 

(f) Is it- a fact that dc liven messengers are still made to deliver these 
prefers and triple rate messages singlv without permission to await any 
other telegram though they an* paid for only one message per trip? 

(q) If so, do Government propose to reconsider the question and revert 
to tin old system? If not, whv not 0 

Mr. T. Ryan: (a) As regards triple rate linkages. \es. as regards 
Press messages, not as a general rule. 

(h) The practice described 1>\ tin* Honourable Mtinber existed in the 
Calcutta Telegraph Othee «ml\ Government <!<• not know h >w long it was 
in force 

(r) Orders wen* issued in 1931 abolishing the s\stem in the Calcutta 
Telegraph Office and bringing the procedni, there into luv with that fol- 
lowed m other offices 

(<1) and (rl Yes 

(f) Reference is imiied to the answer to parts (a) and k 
( rj) Go\ eminent do not set* am neeesMtx to alter the rules now in. 
force 
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System of Payment for Telegraph Messengers. 

275. Mr. S. 0. Mitra: ( a) Is it a fact that under Bhaga System which 
was in force in the Central Telegraph Office, Calcutta, up to the beginning 
of 1931, it was required to give 5 messages in one lot for a cycle messenger 
and 3 messages for a foot messenger for every delivery, and that if the 
full number was not available after waiting for a reasonable time they 
would be sent out with a lesser number of messages but their earnings 
would remain the same? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state how long this system baa 
been in vogue in the Telegraph Department 0 

(c) Is it a fact that various modifications were made to this system from 
time to time to avoid anomalies or to redress grievances of the delivery 
staff 9 

(d) Is it a fact thal lliis system was stopped from flic 1st March, 1931, 
without am notice to the staff? If so, what an* the reason*? 

(e) If the reply to the latter portion of part id) he in the negative, will 
Government la* pleased to stab*, (i'i when it was notified to the staff and 
also (ii) what was tin* reason, if any that was given for the same? 

(f) If tlie repb to part (rh above be m the affirmative, will Government 
be pleased to state why a s\«dcm that lias been in existence for such a long 
period has all on a sudden been abolished 0 

(y) Will Go\i*innient please quote the rule or order under which this 
system was first introduced 0 

()/) If there* lie no mle <r order, will Government he pleased to state 
how 7 it came to be introduced? 

(0 Is it a fact that the sularv lulls of the staff are checked and audited 
by the audit oflieos and that it is one of the fundamental duties of the 
audit office to hold under objection am item of expenditure which is not 
sanctioned by proper authority? 

(j) If the reply to part (<) above be m the affirmative, will Government 
please state if any objection w 7 as ever raised by the Audit Offices against 
this system? If so. when and bow was it disposed of? 

(k) Will Government refer to parts ( h ), (/) and (/) above and state 
whether they propose to consider tin* advisability of amending the rules to 
conform to the age-long procedure? If not, why not? 

(/) Is it a fact that the existing tusk work messengers nf 1 lit Central 
Telegraph Office. Calcutta, were appointed as such when the previous 
system was in force? If so, do Government propose to permit them to 
continue under that condition till they retire? If not, wh\ not? 

( m) Will Government he pleased to state (i) who is responsible for the 
irregularity, if any ; (ii) the amount spent so far m excess owing to this 
so-called irregular system, and fiii) how it is proposed to make good this 
loss to Government 9 

Mr. T. Ryan: 0/) Yes. 

( h) Government have been unable to ascertain the date from which the 
practice was introduced^ 

(c) Yes. 
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( d ) Yes. The system, for the original introduction of which no autho¬ 
ritative orders are traceable, was peculiar to Calcutta, and on review was 
considered not to be justified by the prevailing conditions. 

( \c) Does not arise. 

( f ) The reasons are indicated in the answer to part (d). 

(q) Reference is invited to the answer to part (b). 

(h) Government have no information. 

(0 Yes. 

Ci) Xo 

(/.') No Reference is muted to the answer to part (d) 

(/) Probably but Government. are not prepared to allow task work 
messengers of Calcutta to continue to enjoy earnings which have never been 
conceded i<> the task work messengers of other telegraph offices and for 
which the\ c.m find no special justification in Calcutta. 

(nr, (i) and {it) Government have no information {ttt) It is not 
practicable to recover am loss that ma\ have been incurred. 

Recruitment to the Subordinate Enoineerixcj Branch ot the 
Teee(;raph Department. 

270 Mr. S C. Mitra: mi Wil ] (l-.vcrmiwnt be pleased to state the 
nmnbei of men recruited for the Subordinate Engineering Branch of the 
Telegraph Denartnient during the last \ear—(if from the Departmental 
men and (lii from outside 0 

(h) Will Government be pi« .im d to Mate the number of Departmental 
men (i) who applied tor recruitment in tie* Engineering Branch and (ti) 
who were admitted to the examination? 

(r) Will Go\eminent be* pleased to state the number of Departmental 
telegraphists who lane not been allowed to appear in the examination on 
account of ■ 

(i) exceeding the age-limit, * 

(ii) unsatisfactory record of service and 
(lii) am other reasons? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state the number of Departmental 
candidates who wore exempted from the bars referred to in part (c) in 
consideration of their nationality or communitv ? 

(r) Will Government be pleased to state the number of Departmental 
candidates wdio were not so exempted though they possessed previous 
experience in the Engineering Branch including the Telephone Branch 
for a considerable period? 

(/) Will Government be pleased to state 1 f any of the men referred to in 
part (?) were recommended b\ the heads ot the Circle including the Engi¬ 
neering Officers r> 

(g) Is it a fact that the Department is heavily overstaffed w’ith Depart-- 
mental telegraphists and that outside reeruitnicnt meant additional 
expense? 

(*) If the reply to part (<;) be in the affirmative, will not the appoint-’ 
ment of the Departmental candidates referred to in parts (c) and (f) in 
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vacancies in the Engineering Branch menu reduction of surplus staff and 
employment- of qualified hands at far less post? 

Mr. T. Ryan: (a) The Honourable Member apparently refers to the 
recruitment of Engineering Supervisors. 7i* so, the number of departmental 
recruits was thirteen and of others twelve 

(b) and (c). As the selection of candidates for the examination is made 
by Heads of Circles, .Government have no information on the points raised 
in these two parts of the question. 

(d) No candidate was exempted from the tests in consideration of his 
nationality or community. 

(e) and (f ). Do not arise in view of the reply to part- (77) 

(g) It is a. fact that there is some surplus staff of telegraphists and that 
outside recruitment for the posts of Engineering Supervisors does mean 
some extra expenditure. 

(i) The reply to the first part is m the affirmative, and to the latter 
part, in the negative, as Government do not consider that those depart¬ 
mental candidates who were not exempted From or failed to pass the exami¬ 
nation tire thoroughly qualified. 

Training ok Vpprentickk of the IJifli: F \ctor\ vr Ikh\pom:. 

277 Mr. S. C. Mitra: (a) Have Government invited flu* opinions of 
Mr T. K Ghosh, and Ll -Col B 1! Brown, Into Wwks Manager and 
Superintendent of the* Tlifle Factory at Tshapore, in the matter of reducing 
and abolishing tin- theoretical and labor,dnr training to apprentices in 
that Fnctorx 0 

(b) If so, what were tin* opinions of those officers? If not, do Gov¬ 
ernment propose intake their opinions on the subject* 1 If not, why not? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) No. 

( b) Because* it was unnecessary to consult officers who no longer held 
these appointments. 

Training of Apprentices of the Rifle Factory at Ishapore. 

278. Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Will Government be pleased to state whether 
the present scheme of technical training in lecture rooms and laboratories 
for the Rifle Factorv Apprentices at Tshapore is “subject to modifications"? 
If so, does “subject to modifications** mean abolition of the scheme? 

Mr. G. M. Young: The scheme itself is subject to modifications: and in 
addition, the whole subject of apprentice training in Ordnance Factories is 
under review’, with reference to its suitabilitv to fh<- policy of gradual 
Indianisation of the factories. 

Training of Apprentices of the Rifle Factoky at Tshapore. 

279. Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Are Government aware of the fact- that the 
existing apprentices in the Rifle Factory at- Tshapore were all entertained 
on the clear understanding that thev w T ould be trained both in theory and 
practice in “Mechanical Engineering"? 
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(b ) What justification have Government to train the existing appren¬ 
tices in the Rifle Factory at Ishapore, now as craftsmen which they and 
their guardians do not approve of ( 

(' c) Do Government propose* to keep the existing scheme m force at 
Jeast for the existing apprentices m the Hi fie Factor \ at Ishapore? ff not, 
why not? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) The syllabus issued contained a good deal of 
theoretical, in addition to practical training, but it was announced as subject 
to modification 

(b) The modifications were made in the interests of the Factory. 

(c) Th e scheme will remain in force for existing apprentices, but as 
explained in answer to Starred Question No 114, on the 3rd February, 
1932, the amount of theoretical training has been greatly reduced, as such 
training is not essential 


Diseases caused by Military Service. 

2ho Sardar Sant Singh: With ref. mice to the answer to mistarred 
question No 142 on the 9th March. 1932, arc Government prepared to 
override flu- decisions of thos,* Medual Hoards which ha\o wrongly come 
to the conclusion that asthma or trachoma are not attributable to military 
service 0 

Mr. G M. Young: Goxornmeut have no reason to suppose that the find- 
ir.L r of the Medical Board m any particular case w*as w'rong. 


Arrears of Pension for Disability subsequently declared as 

ATTRIBUTABLE TO MILITARY SERVICE. 

281. Sardar Sant Singh: With reference to the answer given to 
unstarred question No. 143, will. Government please state as to what 
arrears do the rules allow, m eases m which a later Medical Board has 
reversed the decision of the first Medical Board, which held the attribut- 
nbilitx of the disability as not attributable to service 0 

Mr. G. M. Young: The rules do not specifically provide for the convening 
of a second Medical Board. Government are at liberty either to dispose of 
an appeal themselves, with the aid of their medical advisers, or to con* 
vene a second Medical Board if thev feel justified in doing so on the 
grounds stated in the appeal Tn either event they would he competent 
to grant a disability pension with such arrears as thev might determine 
according to the merits of the case. 

"Rates of Military Pensions. 

282. Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Is it a fact that rates of all sorts* of mili¬ 
tary pensions, including the pensions granted under the special powers of 
the Government of Tndia, were increased on the termination of the Great 
War, and the enhanced rates made applicable to all-India ranks who served 
during the War? 
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(6) Is it also a fact that the increased rates wore, for all practical pur¬ 
poses, disallowed to all such individuals as were pensioned under the 
special powers of the Government of India as contemplated in para. 587 of 
the Pay and Allowance Regulations, Part II? 

(<r) Are Government prepared to consider such cases as were pensioned 
after 4th August, 1914, and prior to the date with effect from which the 
new scale of pensions was inserted in Pensionary Regulations? 

Mr. G. M Young: It will take some time to investigate the points raised 
in the Honourable Member’s question. A reply will be laid on the table 
as soon as practicable. 

Pensions of certain Military Men increased by Re-Employment 

DURING THE GREAT WAR 

283. Sardar Sant Singh: (a) With reference to the answer given on 
9th March, 1932, to unstarred question No 1 10, arc Government prepared 
to send for the cases of the following indi\iduals, whose penwions were 
increased h\ urtue of their re-emplo # \men! during the Great War, under 
Army Instruction (India) Nos 171 of 1921, and 1004 of 1923? 

(i) 0 M A Mhow Pension (’uvular V» 10 <>t 10th March, 102 n 
if Subedar Phur.i Singh 

(n) C. M A Mliow Pension (’uvular No 21, dated 10th October. 
1928. rc Suhedar Slier Singh. 

(hi) (’ M. A. Mhow Pension Circular No. 30 of 1929 rc Subedar 
Major Budlia Singli 

(iv) C. M. P. A. Mliow Pension Circular No 83 of 1931 re Subedar 
Jagannath. 

(vj C. M. P A Mhow Pension Circular No. 80 of 1931 re Subedar 
Genda Singh. 

(vij C M. P. A. N. and E. Commands, Lahore, Pension Circular 
No. 42, dated the 10th Januun, 1929, re Jemadar Dip 
Oh and. 

(b) If so, will Government kindly state why the same rule was not 
applied to the cases of the following individuals 

(i) Subedar Mam Raj ( vide Government of India, Army Depart¬ 

ment, letter No. B -10187/1-A. G.-14, dated the 4th Septem¬ 
ber, 1931). 

(ii) No 20, Havildar Sant Singh of 10th Bengal Lancers re-employed 

m Military Hospital Arribala (O. C. 0 Company 1 H. Corps 
Poona, letter No B /23/Case/55, dated the 5th October, 
1931)? 

(c) Under what rules of limitation the aforesaid claims were treated to 
be within time wdiile others declared tirne-harred ? 

Mr. G. M. Young: Inquiries are being made and replies will be laid on 
the table in due eoursc. 

Practice tn regard to Grant of Disability and Family Pensions. 

284. Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Will Government please state as to what 
practice is in vogue with regard to the grants of disability and family pen¬ 
sion claims in cases where (?) a medical board is silent, on the point of 
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attributability and ( ii ) where they express their inability to give a verdict 
•on the point of attributability because of the loss or destruction of a man’s 
medical history sheet kept by military hospitals in their custody? 

(b) Have disability and family pensions been allowed in such cases 
from the date of casualty? 

Mr. G. M. Young: Inquiries are being made and a reply will be laid on 
the table in due course 

Statutory Rights to Disability and Family Pensions. 

285. Sardar Sant Singh: Are Government aware that statutory rights 
for the entitlement of a disability and family pension have been acknow¬ 
ledged under the War Pensions Act of 1919 and 1920? Do not they intend 
to recognise such rights in the case of Indian personnel? Is it a fact that 
the cause of action arose beyond overseas, the compensation of which is 
•due from, and chargeable to the Home Government? 

Mr. G9M. Young: The right to Great War disability and family pensions 
m tin* l’nited Kingdom, prouded that the conditions laid down are ful¬ 
filled, is conferred by statute m the United Kingdom The same right is 
conferred by rule in India. Government do not consider it necessary or 
practicable to introduce legislation of the kind at this late date. 

Military Pension Claims. 

'2HG Sardar Sant Singh: 00 With reference to the answer given to 
unstiirred question No. HO, part (a), dated 9th March, 19:12, will Govern¬ 
ment please state if para. 1031 of Army Regulations (India), Volume I 
(1915 edition) does not admit- all former combatant service for being counted 
towards pension or gratuity? 

( b) Is it a fact that the following individuals were discharged with 
promises of pension duly filtered on their discharge certificates, Last Pay 
tVrtiticates, etc. M 

(\) Letter Vo 2-119/1/9, dated 22nd .June, 1931 of the Officer 
In charge 10th Bn., 4 '9th Regiment, re Havildar Baz Khan, 
No 1131. 

(n) Letter No. 880/20/A.G , dated 10th November 1928 of the O./C. 
‘A’ Coy., 1 /4tli Bombay Grendrs., re Ex- Sepov Palto Khan, 
No. 3193 

(iii) Letter No. 2/109/5'384, dated 1st May, 1929 of the Officer 

Inciiarge, Records, 2'109tli Infantry, re L/Nk Bodan Khan, 
No 1G84. 

(iv) Letter No. B.-14073/3/A G.-14, of the Army Headquarters, 

India, Adjutant General s Branch, dated 20th June, 1931, 
rc Ex- Sepoy JMamn, No. 370. 

(e) Referring to the answer;given on 9th March, 1932, to the question 
quoted above, is it a fact that para. 1077 of Army Regulations (India), 
1915 edition, lays down that an adversely affected person by now rules 
can claim to re vive pension when the deceased joined the service; that 
note 4 appended to para. 591 of the Tay and Allowance Regulations, Part 
II, lays down that consent to the changed rules is necessary, and that 


+For answer to this question, ser answer to question No 283 
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there is a ruling of the Military Accountant General given in his letter 
No. 2610-At./B., dated 20th January, 1932? Are Government prepared, 
to review the cases of these claimants? 

Pensions withheld on Account of Gowictions in Political Cases. 

287. Sardar Sant Singh: (a) With reference to the answer given on 
9th March, 1932, to unstarred question No 118, will Government kindly 
state if it is not a fact that para 184 of the Tension hVgulation does not 
debar the District or Independent Brigade Commander irom withholding or 
reducing the pension or gratuity of an Indian military pensioner even if 
he be convicted of any crime of a political nature? 

(b) Is it not a fact that such power ts given only in cases of convic¬ 
tion of a serious crime, or of being found guilty of grave misconduct other 
than oi a political nature? 

(c) If so, arc Go\eminent prepared to restore m full the arrears of 
pensions fit those pel mils whose pensions ha\e been withheld uci omit 
of convictions m political cases or cm mere police reports? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) and (b) Tndei paragraph JS.J . <t tin Pension 
jiegul.it lolls a histnet I'oimimndrr. on tin 1 1 eianuia ndat ion ol the local 
civil .iiithoritie". k competent to urdei 1 i• • iorrctiiiv oi p» iHoiis m cases 
relating to mi-euiidud ol a political nature 

{(•) Does not arise 

Facilities foe Claiming Military Pensions 

288. Sardar Sant Singh: u/j With reference to the answer to unstarred 
question No lot) [hi gi\en on 9th March, 1932, will Gnwrnnum please lay 
on the table a comparator statement showing adequate tacihties for 
Indian military pensioners as against the iacilitus given to British cx~ 
soldiers and tlieir families? 

( b) Is it not a fact that: 

(i ) a British pensioner can engage the scrurcs ot any voluntary 
worker or friend whereas in India it is resented; 

(iij a British pensioner in Appeal Tribunals can . ngage a solicitor 
or barrister, a specialist and a friend while in India the 
0. M. P A., Mhow\ decided that no reply can lie sent to the 
address of a pleader; 

(iiij despite the high percentage of lit* rates m England hundreds of 
committees, Mib-committees and suh-suh-comni.t u • ^ with a 
hoard of voluntary workers lia\e hein appointed and notices 
ullixed on e\< ry post oliici and public buildmj -bowing tlie 
Jocat'cai ol these eommitteis and addre-st ■, of voluntary 
workers, where,is m India the location and the new* designa¬ 
tion of disbanded units is not known e\en hx Deputy Com- 
mirvsioner’s office's, which usually ask tlit claimants about 
the location ol their unit? 

(c) If so, what were the facilities afforded to Indian ex-soldiers? 

Mr. G. M. Young: Government are not prepared to argue the matter 
with the Honourable Member. They are satisfied that all genuine claims 
to pension are fully investigated, and they are always ready to examine 
any individual case themselves, if brought to their notice. 
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Military Disability and Family Pension Claims. 

289. Sardar Sant Singh: (a) With reference to the reply given on 9th 
March, 1932, to unstarred question No. 152 (a) and (b), are Government, 
prepared to see the cases detailed below? 

(i) Letter No. i. II. G./44/34, dated -11 si October, 1931 of the Head¬ 
quarters No. 2 (H. 0.) Coy. 1. H. C., Lucknow, re Mustt. 
Ghogri widow of late Sweeper Jail Lai No. 8208. 

(lij Letter No. 18330/27/K -8, dated 15th December, 1931 of the 
Officer Inchurge Records, Indian Signal Corps, Jiiuouipore, re 
Mustt. Nmibo, mother of late Driver Jai Ptam No 5083. 

(iii) Letter No. 2-102/1/28, dated 17th March, 1931, o£ the Officer 

Inch urge lie cords, 2/ 102nd Grenadiers, Bareilly, re Mustt. 

Lado widow of No 1747 Sepov Hari Singh. 

(iv) Letter No G.-4/411G, dated 29th J.muan 1932 of the 0 M. A. 

and Pension, Lahore if Mustt Anaran, widow of late No. 3012 
Sc|»o\ lla/ari Sim.1i 

(v) Letter N«* F /l*. A I> /.V> 1 9, 39IK, rl.ited 27th Or tober, 1930 

o» tin* C \1 \. S (_’ I’» "iia, ic Mustt Kaham Daulat, 

mother ot I itur J.iiiiMier Khan No (1782 

(\ 1 ) l.utti r No 2!•'! 2S, A 192H < f th. <>. t\ 2/9th 

v ' l >_ >tli Aucu-t 1 

-lat. Iletnment to District Soldiers Board, Delhi, rc No. 5117 
Sepoy Jhawar 

^v i i; Letter No. 4,9,4/1; lln, dated 3rd December 1931, of the 
Oiluar IikImuil lire >r(U, 4/Jtli -Jut Regiment, rc No. 2105 
r.i-Sfpox lathevab Klnm 

(vm) I seller No 791'A f 20. dated 7th M.u, 1931, ot the Adjutant 
5 11 1 ii Sikh lle'j'meiit. n No 9(K» llesenist Nagender Singh. 

(ix) letter No 11703 2 A.-2, dated 28th Xo\ember, 1931, of the 
Headquarters. Northern Command, Rawalpindi, rc ear-Sepoy 
Narain Singh. 

(\) Letter No A 13 1 079. dated 27th Mareh, 1931. of the Adjutant 
13th D C (i Lancers. ic No 72 A Sowar Chanen Singh. 

(/») Ha\e n<»t the affidavit* ot e\e witnesses submitted to substantiate 
the facts of (h*ath and disabilities been disregarded by the authorities con- 
e< rued ’’ 

(c) Have not 'lie \hnistr\ ot Pension* i**ued instruction* in tie cases 
of deaths and disabilities unrecorded to allow the advantage of doubt to 
the beneficiaries? 

Mr. G. M Young: Inquiries in 1.. mg made and replies will be laid on 
the table in due course 

Milit \ry Dis \hi i rn and Famita Pension Cl mis 

290. Sardar Sant Singh: [a) Has the attention of Government been 
drawn to the practice pre\ahnt m their department wherebv proved and 
acceptable disability chum® have been admitted by the Government of 
India with effect from the date of their sanction and on rates far below the- 
minimum ns against the date of casualty and the monthly minimum rat© 
of Ps. 8 per mensem? 
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(b) Are Government aware that the above practice extends to family 
pensions of the Indian ranks? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) and (/>). The answer is in the negative. All 
claims that are eligible and proved are disposed of in accordance with 
the rules. 


Promotion of Telegraphists. 

291. Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen: (a) Will Government be pleased to 
refer to unstarred question No. 403 (regarding promotion of Telegraphists) 
put in the Assembly on the 25th March, 10,SI, and state what decision has 
been arrived at in the matter? 

(b) If so, will Government please state whether definite rulings have 
since been issued on the points raised therein; if not, when a decision may 
be expected? 

■ 

Mr. T. Ryan: (a) and (h) A decision on the subject has been post¬ 
poned pending the consideration of certain connected questions relating to 
retrenchment 

Recommendations of the Posts and Telegraphs Retrenchment 

Srii-COMMITTEE. 

292. Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen: (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state whether the recommendations of the Posts and Telegraphs Retrench¬ 
ment Sub-Gommittee as laul down in paras. 202 (Chapter X) and 104, sub¬ 
para. (b), (Chapter VHI) of their Interim Report have been accepted by 
Government *’ 

(b) If so, to what extent 0 If not, what are the reasons? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: u/i The suggestions m the paragraphs 
in question are being considered 
(b) Docs not arise 


Determination of Seniority of Baudot Supervisors in the Posts \\i> 
TELE< J KA PUS l >EPARTM ENT. 

293. Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen: (a) Is if a fact that the Indian Tele¬ 
graph Association requested the Director General Posts and Telegraphs, 
to issm clear and definite instructions for fixing seniority amongst the 
Baudot Supervisors qualified in different standards to fill up appointments 
carrying allowances? 

(h) If so, will Government please state whether the instructions asked 
for have since been given*’ If not, wlu*n are the instructions likely to be 
issued ? 

* 

Mr. T. Ryan: (a) Yes. 

(b) The reply to the first part is in the affirmative. The last part does 
not arise. 
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Confirmation of Probationers in the Chief Accounts Office, 
East Indian Railway. 

294. Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen: (a) Is it a fact that there is a rule 
that the Administration Section of a Chief Accounts Officer's Office, should 
be inarmed by the most efficient staff? 

(h) If so wind steps are hemp taken to give effect to the views of 
Mr. Sankara I\er, Inti* Chief Accounts Officer, East Indian Railway, ex¬ 
pressed on tlie eve of his transfer on the subject of the confirmation of pro¬ 
bationers? 

(c) Do Government propose to issue orders to those concerned, so that 
the views of Mr Sankara Iver are not overlooked’ 

Mr. P. R. Rau: The internal arrangements of the office are for the Chief 
Accounts Officer to decide, subject to the general control of the Controller 
of Railway Accounts, and Government do not propose to interfere in them. 

Confirmation of Probationers in the Chief Accounts Office, 
East Indian E 41 lway. 

295. Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen: (a) Are Government aware that the 
prolonged period spent on probation b\ those men of the East Indian Rail- 
wa\ Accounts Department, who were recruited on the results of the com¬ 
petitive examination, prescribed in Appendix B to the Financial Com¬ 
missioner of Railways' Memorandum Xo 5505-F., dated the 31st July, 
1929 is in contravention of their “Letters of Appointment”, and that it 
has debarred them from drawing their annual increments? If so. do Gov¬ 
ernment propose to permit them to draw their annual grade increase? 

( b) Will Government he pleased to state whether Government intend to 
issue necessary instructions to the Chief Accounts Officer, East Indian 
Itailwa\ for confirming these probationers against existing permanent 
vacancies? Will any additional expenditure be involved thereby in 
view of the Controller of Railway Account* letter No. 336-C. R A /E. /SO, 
dated the 1st November 1930? 

» 

Mr. P. R. Rau: I have' called for certain information on the subject and 
will lay a reply on the table in due course 

Abolition of the Appointment of Deputy Assistant Engineer, 
Telegraphs Construction. 

296. Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen: (a) Has the attention of Government 
been drawn to an insertion entitled Tosts and Telegraphs Sub-Comni» f tec's 
Report in the Amrita Bazar Patrika, sometime in the last week of De¬ 
cember, 1931? 

(b) If so. will Government he pleased to state why one Deputv Assist¬ 
ant Engineer, Telegraphs Construction, is attached to the Patna Telegraph' 
Engineering Branch? Is there any professional work for him to do? 

(c) Have Government proposed to abolish the said post in order to run 
that branch more economically? 

Mr. T. Ryan: (a) Government have seen the article. 

B 
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(b) The Deputy Assistant Engineer was attached to the Patna Divisioi 
for the supervision of construction work. 

(c) The question is under consideration. 

Abolition - of the Appointment of Deputy Assistant Engineer, 
Tel KG RA PIIS C< IVRTRITTION. 

297. Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen: (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state why one Deputy Assistant Engineer is attached to the Patna Tele 
phone Exchange? Is there any professional work for him to do? Dir 
the special officer, Mr. P N. Mittra, deputed bv the department in con 
noction with the reduction of staffs, approve a Deputy Assistant Enginee 
for Patna 9 

(b) Have Government proposed to abolish the said post to run the 
Patna Telephone branch more economically? 

(c) Is it a fact that the connections there are less than five hundred’ 

(d) It the reply to part (b) is in the affirmative, do Government propose 
to appoint a Senior Telephone Supervisor for the Patna Telephone Ex 
change, instead of a junior, who will also he a Telephone adviser to tin 
Divisional Engineer Telegraphs, Patna? 

» 

Mr. T. Ryan: Enquiries are being made and a repl\ will be laid on tilt 
table in due course 

RkiMTTION in Xl’MHKR <>F Si H Dl\lsln\\L OlTICKRs. TkLK< .It APIIS. 

298. Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen: Is it a fact that at present four 

Sub*TX\ isimial Officer**. Elegr.iplis .to attached in each T)i\ision. in tin 
Telegraph Enguieering Branch *' 11 have Government considcied the 

question of appointing three Suh-DiviMonal Officers with a few more clerk- 
under them, n each division for the sake of economy 0 

Mr. T. Ryan: The reph to the first part of the question i- m the nega¬ 
tive. Tho second part does not arise 


DEATTT OE MB K V ll.WdASWAMI IDAiiAl! 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Deader of the TTmnoi I think. 
Sir, before we proceed to the business of the da\ il will he the wish 
of this Hous,. that something should he said of one who was formerly one 
rf our Member- and w lu» priced aw a\ w*sterdn\ evening Mr Bangasw’nmi 
Lengar had .« ven long connection with the Central Eegislallire He 
was first a Member of the old Imperial Eegislaliv, Council, subsequently 
T understand of the Council of State, then for four \ears—during 1020-20 
—of the Legislative Assembly, and at the time ot his death he w r as again 
a Member of the Council of State A great manv of the Houmirahle 
Members present to-da\ must remember very well his familiar figure on 
the benches opposite, and the verv close attention lie paid to tho debates 
not withstanding the physical defect of his deafness, which must have 
made it very difficult But ho never allowed bis disability to stand in 
the way of the performance of his duties as a Member of the Legislature, 
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and I have, often admired the firmness and perseverance uith which he 
.carried on under circumstances of difficulty. I knew him as a man of 
the most courteous and kindly nature and also of considerable ability, 
who could make a worthy contribution to the dismissions in tins House. 
We shall all miss him. Sir and feel that we have losl a personal friend. 

I am sine it would be in accordance with 1 he wish of even Honourable 
Member if \ou. Sir, were to communicate to bis relatives an expression 
•of our deep s\mpntb\ and sorrow . 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer (Kolulkund and Kumuon Divisions. Xon- 
Mulmimnadan Rural)’ Sir, I little knew when 1 went to see Mr Ranga- 
swami Iyengar last rvonmt; in the hospital that this morning what was 
left of him would be added to the sacred waters of the Juinna. Sir, he 
came here full of hop** that he would continue his work for the country 
through the Legislature. He was a signatory, before the reforms came 
into existence to the 10 Mcmbcis* mcmoiandum IK* was then a colleague 
of Sir Suremlra Nath Hanerjen and Sir Hhnpendra Nath Basil, and in 
those da\s when the reforms were set to come into existence and when 
agitation had t<> be carried on in the countr\, lie joined hands with Mrs. 
Besant, and travelled long distance's preaching the gospel of Home liiile. 
He, however, did not join the non-co-operation moveini nt which followed; 
hut true to Ins duty as a legislator, he entered the Legislature, the Council 
of State, as a representative of tin landholders of South India Again 
when tla* Swarajists entered the Legislature, he came to the Legislative 
Assembly joined the Swaraj Part \. and was one of the most respected 
Members of that part\ who enjmed the confidence not onl\ of its leaders 
but of tla* rank and liK• Time and again be bad to diff t from Ins 
leaders Independence which w is an oinstanding trail of his diameter shone 
when bis com irt ion w.i^ not m .igreenn nt with then* comictions He 
thou stood for the f'onncil o| State, and without am difficult \ the pro¬ 
vince which bid honoured him before sent him hack to the Council of 
St*ife Sit In* came of i m t*\ aristocratic familv in the South and 
spent naM of tC,> nn m \ that w.is Ins m the public cause. and he will 
long he ivmemhe»vd in South India .is in this Legislature as a great 
man md a go.„| rn*m who \ is genetous e\en to *i fault When T look 
hack to six da\s ago wdien he was liken *iwa\ from bis house to the 

hospital I eoiild not imagine that he would pass awn\ ; he looked \ory 

liealtlu Sir. “in file midst of life we an* in death" Mv part\ and I 
deeply mourn his passing *.wm\ We can onh prav fo** the progress of 
his soul T1 is \t»n s.ddom that we eonu* across one so good and so 
inn* Tin* hand w.* wri.* pleaded to toueli has gone; the voice w*o loved 

to hear we shad h.*ar no more Afa\ hr rest in peace “where the wicked 

cease fr< tn troubling and the wearv are at rest ” 

Diwan Bahadur A. Ramaswami Mudaliar (Madras citv Xnn-Muham- 

madati Drl.mD Sir 1 should Me to associate mvsrlf and lm party with 
the motion that h »s been made bv mv Honourable friend the Leader of 
the House Air Kohvalam V Pangasw-uni T\engar was a well known 
figure in Almira* noIRms and w m in the public life of the country and 
of the Presidency for the last twenty \ ears When we remember that 
be was only 40 nt the time of bis death wo can realise at what early age 
he came into prominence in public life and what an .active part he has 
taken during the last twentv years in even aspect of political affairs in 
tho country Not onlv did he take a leading pari in national politics, as 

b 2 


4 
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[Diwan Bahadur A. lhiniusvvumi .Mudaliar.J 
has boon referred to bv rm friend, Mr. lhmga lvct, but lie was also 
interested in parochial ]><>1 itit*s lie was the Chairman ot the Municipal 
Council of Krirangam. Ins Initli-plncc. and 1 i is name is a household word 
both iu Triehinopoh and in Srirangam. In the old Imperial Legislative 
Council 1 hehe\e he had the honour ot being a colleague <>t sours. Sir, 
and for mans years with the great men who tlieu took part mi the debates 
of that Council h(* joined m nigamsing and expressing the puhlir opinion 
of the countrs Mr Ihuigasw.mu Iseiu-.u has hern Irom 1 4 • 11V except 
for a short period ot one sear in Ukia ot 192b a menihei ot the Central 
Legislature, either ot the old Imperial Legislative Couiud oi of the lelormed 
Legislature »t the centre. Ills personality. his charming figure, his absolute 
mb: L*i1\ ot temperament and h s ph as.itil ways alwa\- will remind every 
one ot us .'1 the nature ol Ins good qualities 1 ln»\e ne\et seen him — 
and I do not think am Men diet ni this llon-r h:e- ever soeu him m a 
tempei Whatever 1 11 lit be the occasion liowx’et lunch lie iniulit feel, 
he always k(»pj that elieerlnl outlook and that cheerful persnuahtv which 
was his chief eliaracteiislic Solar always straight m his talk, and always 
mellowed in his language. Mr Ibrngaswaini Iveng.ir tvpified the rural 
gentleman at his beM 7 tliink that we will be doing on- dutv it we 
convey on behalf of tin* House our feelings of regrel to the members of 
his family at tin* earl\ demise of the gentkman Su the circumstances 
under which he was pirted from ns ,m of the niosi ttaguc Lmil Away 
from home uwu\ from those who aie near and d« , :n to him w it}i only 
Ins brother who was jusi in time to see him in lib, Mt linngasv nmi 
Iyengar has passed .ivvav m a strung* 1 place, eoniparativelv speaking 
These tragedies make 11 s realise occasion.dl\ wh.it ihose who an doing 
their best on the lion-official side for the cause of tin* count! v mav have 
to suffer. Mr Rangasvvami Iyengar's death must bring home to everv 
one of us that they also serve who nnh stand and wait and they also 
serve who place before the authorities the best temper and the best opinion 
of their countrymen in this country 

Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur ( South Madras Muhamma¬ 
dan): Mr. President, it is my most painful duty to associate myself with 
the previous speakers in expressing our sense of sympathy and grief for 
the bereaved family of our departed friend Mr K V Thmuaswnmi 
Iyengar. He belonged to the same place from where 1 come TTe was 
my personal friend and was beloved by all eommunit les alike Though 
an orthodox Brahmin lit' was verv social with both Indians and Euro¬ 
peans Tti him we have lost a genuine and genial friend. Sir u was 
onlv the other day that I met him quite hale and heart v and this 
morning T was shocked to find from Die TJnuhtslan Timr* that he had taken 
ill and passed away from this world It pained me \ci\ much, because 
I had no opportunity of knowing that he had taken ill Having heard 
suddenly about my friend's untimely demise, T ran up t-o fho hospital 
this morning and took a last glimpse of bis face Sir he was a staunch 
nationalist. His much-lamented father Mr Kodialairi Vasudeva Tvengar 
was a nominated member of the Madras Le gislative Council who had manv 
fi virtue Mr Rangaswami Iyengar had inherited all those virtues and 
was connected with manv national institutions, and ns Chairman of the 
Srirangam Municipality, which is only three miles off from Trichinopolv, he 
was very popular among all classes of people. As has been expressed by 
the Deputy Leader of our party, Mr. Rangaswami Tvongar has passed 
a wav from this world under very tragic circumitances. His beloved 
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mother, who is much advanced in age, Ins daughters and other near 
relatives .are far away from Delhi, they could not even come and have 
a last, glimpse ol the deceasi cl; so, Sir, he died a very doleiui death. Ot 
course gentlemen of his slump art* very few, in whom are combined many 
good qualities lieing a nationalist r ji tin* lirst order la always ini nested 
himself in all causes which are calculated to lead to the advance of the 
country and the upliit ol all Indians alike With those few words 1 
support the motion before the House 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division: Muhammadan Dural). 
Sir, Mr. Rangaswatm Iyengar was a greut friend of mine. We were both 
colleagues in the first Council of State, and then he came back to the 
Assembly when I also came back here. T had known him for all this long 
period, and 1 can certainly say that he was n very conscientious legislator, 
a thorough gentleman and a good friend. It is a pity that he should have 
been snatched away from our midst at such an earl\ age as 4C>. and I 
sympathise with the bereaved family and associate my party and myself 
with every w-ord that has fallen from the previous speakers T support 
this motion. 

Mr. Arthur Moore (Mmg.il European;. Sir, we here also w sR to 
be associated to the fullest extent with all that has already been said 
concerning the sudden and tragic death of one who was .mr former 
colleague and who was so wvll known to mam of as 

Mr. K. Ahmed (Rujshahi Division Muhammadan ltural j. tSir, it is 
with great regn t that we ha\» heard tin sad report ot the death of 
Mr Mangas w aim Iyengar Early in the mm mug we got the news trom the 
newspapers without knowing anything alxei: his illness bet*»re, that, he 
passed awav last night Mr Uangaswnmi I\engar belonged to a very 
anstoeiatie iamd\ ol S.,utli India and he icpiisented tin* Landholders' 
inteiests m the Legislatures 1 lir&t met him m 1021 in tins city. He 
was gtneioiis to a t.in’l lie was \ti\ ele\ e] atal a gle.lt student- of politics. 
Thou-.di he was ,m orthod >\ Eraiinnn siill In- was very social with all com¬ 
munities. and m this matter 1 think he lias left behind an example for 
many ot us to follow 1 lm\c been closely watching him since 102L and 
I must sav that he was a thorough gciith man and had a large heart His 
writings on political matters and certain other social subjects have left 
some rofnimseences ( >t Jus hto behind I kn-»v\ 1 1 *■ was writing some nooks, 
and I do not know it he was abb* to complete Ills labour of love before his 
■death He was hard working and so thoughtful. that whenever any¬ 
thing happened eitb-r here i»v m the other place he would immediately 
take up the question and study it closely. and he made a lot of sacrifice 
even to his pi rsonal discomfort St I associate noself with the Honour¬ 
able the Leader of tlie House and endorse each and every word that has 
fallen from the lips of mv friends belonging to the different parties Ti is 
only fair. Mr President, that our expression of sorrow should reach the 
members of his famdv 1 understand Ins brother hurried to tins place 
from tht' South coast nnl\ a couple of days ago and he was able to meet 
the deceased just m time It is realh a pity that we were not informed 
cf the serious nature of his illness nm ol the exact hour fixed for Ins funeral, 
otherwise some of us .it least would have taken a List glimpst of the 
deceased, and we have miss**d .m opp-»rtunit\ of <cu* lif** 

Mr. President (Tin Ih-nourabh Sir Ihrddir K.dnr.iiooiai. Tlie Chair 
wishes to associate itself with all licit has fallen from Honourable Members 
in regard to the sad ] oss which the country has suffered hv the premature 
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[Mr. President.] 

passing away of Mr. Runguswoim Iyengar, a gentleman whom I had known 
for many years and with whom I had developed close ties of friendship. 
Mr. lUmgaswami Iyengar was a ver\ quid worker in the cause of his 
countn, and one of his greatest merits was that, la* was always found asso¬ 
ciated with all progressive movements for the advancement of his mother¬ 
land Tin* (’hair will communicate to his relatives the feeling of sorrow 
and s\mpath\ t * which the House has gi.en expression 

ELECTION ()T MEM PELS TO THE PUBLIC ACCOUNTS 
COMMITTEE. 

Mr. President: I li.»\e to nroim the Assembly tii.it the following 
Members h,i\e been elected to Mia mi the Committee on Public Accounts, 
uuTiielx 

1. Ban Bahadur M. C Itajali. 

2 Mr I N Bamaknslhia lieddi 

o Kunwar Jlajee Ismail Ail Khan 
*1 Mr 0 M him 

1 LECTION ol MEMBERS 'K) 1 IiK STANDING MNANCE 

COMMITTEL EOU 1LULWAYS. 

Mr. President: I li.-w ah . i<> mtorm tin A^semhlx that the following 
Members li.i\e been elei leri to the Standing Finance Committee lor Itail- 
wii\s. nameh 

1 Mi It S Sarnia 

2. Khan Ualiadm H M \\ ila\atullah. 

Mr 0 Morgan. 

4 Haji Chaiidlmrx Muhammad Ismail Khan. 

5. Mr. A H (iliuznavi. 
li Sirdar Hut bans Smgh Hrar 

7 Mauivi Sa w id Murtuza Salieh liuhadur. 

8 Mr Muhammad Vaniin Khan 

9 Khan L’ahadur Haji Wajihuddm. 

10 Mr. Bhuput Smg 

11. Bao Bahadur S ft Pandit 

STATEMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE 

Hepuksi.via'mov or Mi sums i. v thi: 1\<omk-t\x Dm*\htment, Bengal. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member;: I lay on the 

tabli th< mforrn.it ion premised in rcph to >tarred question No. 632 asked 
b\ Air Muhammad Arw ar-uI-Azim <m the 4th March. 1932. 

(</) lot a I selections have been made for the appoint merit of 3 Examiner** and 17 
Asseshors The letter appointments bad to he made in tin* chain of vacancies caused’ 
by the appointment of 17 Assessors as Income-tax Officers 
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Of the candidates selected 2 are G. D. As., 1 M.A., 1 B.Com., 11 B.As. and 
1 B.Sc. 4 men have 'tieen promoted from the department. 

Appointments made up-to-date—3 Examiners, and 11 Assessors 

(//) This is not a fact. All those candidates who are G D As were offered 
appointments 1ml only 3 G. I). As accepted. Certificates of Divisional Accountant 
are not regarded a. fc entitling the holders to preferential treatment in filling appo ; nt* 
merits It does not apjKVir that anv holder of such a certificate applied for one 
of these temporal > posts 

Of the 3 (i I) As t 2 have* been appointed to these temporary posts and 1 has 
been held in reserce to fill a permanent appoint merit *»s Examiner which has fallen 
vacant 


(r) No IJ .A >i M .A in Eersiun has been -elected 
part of the finest ion does not arise 

(*/) The figuics are shown as belov. * 

for appoint rnent. 

st. the i.i - >i 

— 

No. of 
clerks. 

Xo. o»f 
Mahoinedan 
clerks. 

Offit e of (J«»mini -uoni r Jncoinc*1«u\. Bengal 

15 

Nil. 

Oflict* of Assn-tunt t oriiinisjjsioner, Cali ntta 

7 

Nil. 

Otlicc ot Vs-ntunt < oMimissionor, Bond (Quarters 

■■ i 

3 


(* i The Honourable Mcmhei is apparent^ leieimig to the ciiculai issued hy the 

(ioxeimneni "I Bengal legal ding iepic-ent.it ion m .V-rxues urnlei then mnuol ITe 

ordei- <,r ;ii< Gm eminent o! India, .is the Honourable Alembc i i.- aw..re, are Uiat 
mu .1. id ol Hm* ptimaiieiil vaiaiuie- should l»e leseixed foi ledre-sing communal 
me<|iialit tes lh*. luxe laid down im fixed ptiieniages toi aii> particular minority 
coinmiimix 'nut have undei consideration the question how fai it ib practicable to 

iollow the piattlie ot local (Joxeiuuifiits in respec * ot Services under the Central 

lim ei mum.' let mitineiit to which l- rnadi finally 

(/I 38 per . ent <-t tin* total strength of < lerks in Income-tax Office- and Assistant 
Comm is- inner s office- 


Al'1’1 It A tluNS till: Kkmmo.n of Inc uml- j \\ in ihl Pomba\ PRESIDENCY. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: j la\ on tin. table tin. information 
promised m i i * j > 1 \ in starred question No (>5H asked 1>} Mr Lalehand 
Nu\ali'ii. on I In Tth Mart'll, IBB2 


(cr) The nurnbei ot applications ua- * 

1928- 20.849 

1929- 311.1,512 

1931)31. 1,474 

1 regret that n is not possible to inlurm the Honomaide Meinbei m how many 
rases the applicant requested a hearing and ju how many cases a hearing was gwM. 
To obtain tins information would im«>l\e the cxarimialioii of 3.835 files and I do 
not feel justified in imposing that task on thi staff I may remind the Honourable 
Member that the Commissioner acting under section 33 i* theoretically at ting >f his 
own motion The Motion does not pimide tm .in\ applu.ition b\ an ..s-e^ee, nor 
does it require that the as-e—ee should lu* given a hearing e\« opt wi.ei. the Com* 
rnissionei pi opuses to pass an order piejiulmal to linn Tlu* Cominissumei estimate* 
that In* gianted a hearing m about 40 pel cent of the cases 

(6) As already stated, the law does not contemplate the pie.-entation of appli¬ 
cations under section 33. N T oi does it require the Coinnussionei to iecord reasons 
for deciding not to exercise his powns under that set turn When ‘he Commiseiner 
so decides, lie informs the .qiplicant. accordingly, and does not geneiallv recout the 
reasons for that decision Whore he does record his reason*, a < opy of his order 
is given to the assessee if he applies for it 
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Ximrkr of Sikhs and Members of other Communities on Committees op 
the Round Table Conference. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member i‘<>r rmmnene ;md Hail- 
ways): L lay on the table the information promised in reply to starred 
question No 721 asked by Sardar Sant Singh on the 9th March, 1932. 

Indian States Committees — 

(a) Nil. 

(b) Hindus 4 ' 

Muhammadan 1, 

Anglo-Indian 1 

Sikhs—The only application received from Sikhs was foi employment an peon, 
(r) Does not arise. 

Indian I'ranrhi^e Committee — 

(a) Nil. 

(b) Hindus 15. 

Muhammadans 5. 

Anglo-Indians 2. 

Sikhs—An anointment was offered to a Sikh but he was not prepared to 
accept tfio terms offered 
(r) The information is not readily n\ ailable 

Consultati re t 'o/nmitt(e — 

(а) One 

(б) Hindus 4 
Muhammadans 2. 

Anglo-Indian 1. 

Indian Christian 1 
Sikh 1. 

(c) The information is given below 

Qualifications. 


. , B.A. Employed in the 
office of the Controller 
of Railway Accounts. 

. B.A.. LL.B., B. Com. He 
has one year's previous 
t experience of office 

| work. 

. ! B.A., LL.B. A lawyer of 
j six years’ standing. He 

' has one year's previous 

| experience of office 

i work. 

B.A., LL.B. Has prac¬ 
tised as a lawyer for 

one year. Has been 

working in ft Govern¬ 
ment office for about 

1 three years. 

i 

i_ _ 


Name of candidate. 1 Community. 

i 

1. Mr. Fatoh Singh. (He was not 1 Sikh . 

taken.) 

! 

2. Mr. V. K. Joseph . • . Indian Christian . 

3. Mr. Zia-ud-din Ahmad • * Muslim , . 

4. Kunwal Kishore . . . Hindu 
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Communities of Postmen and Infekiou Servants in Mlssoorie Post 

( Jffjcks. 

Mr. T. Ryan (Director General, Posts nod Telegraphs): I lay on the 
table the mloniiation promised m reply to starred question No. 403 asked 
by Khun Bahadur Haji Wujihuddm on the 17th Feb mar), 1932. 


[а) Forty-five. 

(б) Yes. 

(c) The Season ai rangeinent.s referred to are made by the Postmaster-General, 
.United Provinces Cnrle, to whom a copy of this question has been sent 

REJECTION OF AN APPLICVTION FOIl CONSTRUCTION OF A BUNGALOW IN LaHORB 

Cantonment. 

Mr. G. M. Young (Army Secretary): I lay on the table the information 
promised in reply to starred question No. 354 asked by Sirdar Sohan Singh 
on the loth February, 1932. 


(n) Yes 

[to] Yes. the application was returned without reference to the Boaid. because the 
specifications of the pioposed bungalow weie not in accordance with tho^e presmbed 
in a scheme which n.i<l hmi sunt tinned undei action 181 (4) of the Cantonment e \e* t 
by the Officer Coninianding-iri-f’lnef the Command. in the area within which the 
bungalow was to be const rutted 

0*) (loteminent are of opinion that the object in view namely, the construction 
of bungalows of a narticulai type, should nave be^n mhmxed by by-laws under 
section 186 [to] of the ('annulments Act lathei than bv the imposition of a scheme 
under subsection (4« of set two 181. and ar* comnumieat »ng orders accord in glv to 
the authorities concerned 

(d) Ye-* 

I f ) and I/) The pia> fire existed until laleh but lias now been dwontinued 


PROKFCn mvs INSTITUTE!' BY THE F.XECTTIVE OFFICER, SlAI.KOT CANTONMENT. 

Mr. G. M. Young: 1 lay on tile table the miormat.on promised in reply 
to starred question No 001 asked bv Sndar Solum Singh on the 7th March, 
1932. 


\ii) Government understand that since the introduction of the Cantonments Act, 
1924. the practice in ihe Sialkot Cantonment has Imhui for the Executive Officer to 
issue notices under that Act as soon as the necessity for doing so arose, his action 
being subsequently confirmed by a resolution of the Board 

(to) and (c) After the Board had confirmed the issue of the notnes the Executive 
officer lodged prosecutions for non compliance with those notices as the Board had 
delegated its powers under set. t ions 266 and 267 to him 

(d), (c) and (/). Yes 

(</) The expenses id’ Ihe Cantonment Boa id in the rexision pioi codings amounted 
to Us. 165 

(//) Government luxe no information 

(i) No further action is called for. as both the Cantonment Board and the Execut xe 
Officer acted in good faith and m the belief that the procedure which had been 
followed for some years was correct. 

(y) Government have no reason to believe that the incorrect pioeoduin followed 
in other cantonments; and, in view ot’ llie decision of the High Coin*, they do not 
consider that any action is required 
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Muslim Clerks discharged from the Office of the Chief Medical 
Officer. North Western Railway. 

Mr. P. R. Rau (Financial Commissioner, Hnilwavs): 1 lay on the table 
the information promised m reply to starred question No. 675 asked by 
Mr Muhammad Muazzain Sahib Buhadur on the 7th March, 1982. 


Onh one clerk has own dischaiged from tli« office of the < ‘lnef Medical Officer, 
Ninth Western Ka ivay (luring the last three rears and that .. lerk belonged 10 tne 
Muslim community The cloik discharged was ineflieient and before his service** 
were dispensed with he had had sufficient warning gi\en to him that his woik war* 
not. of the standard required 


Appointment or Tr\ffic Inspectors ox the North Western Railway. 

Mr. P. R. Rau: ] ln\ on the table tlu* informal ion promised in reply 
P* starred question No 4 It) asked b\ M» L.ilehand \«i\.diMt on the ‘22nd 
February, 1982 


(fti . 4 .rl in !Tm las* 4 einido\ t c- ■«»*i*i»i u <1 1’iattu In-fiec'ui •« togeihei with 
theii *.di"'t. idive p.»\ ..nil the |m\ on winch ihc» li.nc *>e* t rnniiiMied are .o ( . 
below — 



Name-. 

horniei sub-tai.f n e 

Snbstantiv e 


pay 

pny 




Rs. 

1. 

Mi. \\\ W. Foster 

. A. I s *. M., i.rade \ Kh. duo 

380 

o 

Mr. Raghwan<h Singh . 

< luitu- ingj eetor pay Rs. lJ»o 

363 

3. 

Mr. Kirpa Ham . 

. S. M , (.bade 111 pa, R-. H»«i 

:u>5 

4. 

Mr. Dewan < hand 

. S. M., Grade III pay R- I9t* 

366 


\( I Pioinotions to the post- ol ’1 ralln In spec toi ale madt by -election fiom eru 
ployoes who have adequate experience and who are considered to have the qualifications 
necessary for this post Such employees appeal heioie a Sele<tion Jloaid ol Principal 
Officers in Headquarters by which the final selection is made, and b\ whom due consi¬ 
deration is given to the claims of all. 

\d) I understand there i- no likelihood cd then i(.nfirm.ition being caiieoib'd 
Their ease i- diffeient fiom that, of the ( onttolleis teferted to b\ tin Honourable 
Member. 


Non-inclusion of certain Resolutions in the Ageni>\ of \ Meeting 
of the Lahore Cantonment Board 

Mr. O. M, Young: I lay on the table the information promised m reply 
1., starred question No 851 asked by Sirdai Solian Singh on the ]5tAi 
February, 1982. 

(a) Yes. 

{ h, S o I be involutions were let timed unciei m-n m lion- ot l lie President L am 
informed that, among othi • reasons wlmh led to lln u n«»i being plaied mi the 
agenda, the* were not received 10 day* before the meeting. as required by th® 
regulations. 

(c ) Yes prcAided that it compiler with ihe M'gulations on the subject 

(d) Does not arise. 
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Officers dealing with Establishment Matters on the Eastern Bengal 

Railway. 


Mr. P. R. Rau: I 

to unstarred question 
22nd February, 1932 

lux on the table the 
No S7 asked by Mr 

information promised in reply 
M. Maswood Ahmad on the 

Five M'islun offneis v 
inent matters, in add dim 

rnployed on the Eastern Bengal Hail wax deal weh cs'abLslv 
a to then technical duties, u: * 

Depart rnent. 

Hank. 

! 

Designation. 

Medical .... 

1 Head ot Department 

. 1 Chief Medn a] Officer. 

Trafth and Commoreial . 

^ 1 District Officer 

j 

. District Traffic Superintendent 
(Crew's). 


(. - Assistant Officer* 

. Assistant Traffic Superinten¬ 
dent, Santahar. 



Assistant Crexv Officer 

Signal Engineering. 

1 Assistant Offiiei 

Assistant Signal Engineer, 
Calcutta. 


As regards Office Superintendents and Head Clerks, there are 5 Muslim employed 
ait iollowtt . 

Department— 

Mechanical Engineering— 

1 Head Clerk emploxed .it Vnhati in the Head 1'iain Examine! s Office 

1 Head Cleik employed at Kanchiapara in the Ele<m< Power Supei n.teiid^iil s 
Office. 

1 Head Clerk emploxed at Paksey in the Establishment Section. .>1 i)i>t,ricc 
Loco Superintendent's Office. 

I Head Clerk emploxed at Paksey in the Act ounts Sett ion ot Dutrnt Loco 
Su|HtnmendenCs Office 

Traffic- - 

1 Heatl Clm emploxed at Calcutta in the Distnct Traffu Superintendent* 
(lews’ Office 


CONTRACT^ K<»|; l'\ LOADING \M> STOCKING T OA1. t>N THE (i It EAT INDIAN 
FeN'IN-PLA 1 i VILWAA . 

Mr. P. R. Rau: 1 l.i\ m tin- table tin* information promised in reply 
to starred question \u 77u asked b\ Ineiit -Colonel Sir Honrx fiidnev 
on the 1 Itli Mnrcli. 10.12 


(fl) The re plv to .ill the parts td thi' question is in the negative 

(A) Doee not arise.' 





DRAET CONVENTION AND KECOMMENDATIONS RE PROTECTION 
AGAINST ACCIDENTS OK WORKERS EMPLOYED IN LOADING 
AND UNLOADING SHIPS. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Leader of the House): With vour 
permission, L w Isli to make a statement, regarding the Draft Convention 
and Recommendations concerning the protection against accidents of 
workers employed in loading or unloading ships adopted by the Inter¬ 
national Labour Conference at its 12th Session held in 1929. 

On the I4th Juh, 19.10, this House adopted the following Resolution 
moved on behalf of Government: 


“This Assembly having nmsidored . 

(1) the Draft Convention concerning the protection against act idem* of workeis 

employed in loading or unloading ships; 

(2) the Recommendation concerning reel pro* itv as regards the protect 1 on 

against- accidents of workers employed in loading or unloading ships, 
and 

(3) the Reiommemiation comeimug the consultation oi woikor*’ and emplo>or&' 

Organisations in the drawing up of leguiutions dealing with tin* salety 
of workers employed in loading oi unloading ships, 

adopted bv die Intel mil tonal Danoui l onteieiue at its 1 wellth Session luoinmemL 
to the (iovernoi (jlener.il in ( nuncil that lie should examine the {mssibility of giving 
effect to tile above Convention and the Kecoimneiidntioii» and that tin results ol 
this examination should be phied befon* the Assen.blx within eighteen mouths tiom 
this dale.’ 

The Government ol India consulted the Local Governments and 
through liiem the Port Tnisi.s and commercial bodies as to the desirability 
of ratitvmg tin* brail ('(invention and accepting the lieconunendations 
referred to m the above Resolution. The replies received showed that the 
weight, oi opinion was m favour of the Draft Convention being ratified 
and the Recommendations being accepted After considering the replies 
the Government oi India came to the conclusion that the Draft Convent ion 
should be ratified and the Recommendations accepted on behalf of India 
and dial necessarv legislation should be undertaken 10 give effect to them. 
Subsequent I v, however tliev received intimation Jrorn the international 
Labour Office that certain Governments had mot with difficulties of a 
practical nature when considering the question of ratifying the Conven¬ 
tion, and had approaehed the OHiee witli the suggestion tlmt, in order to 
remove these difficult ins. the Draft Convention should be modified An 
examination of the points of difficulty raised b\ the Governments referred 
to above showed th it sinnl ir difficulties would area m India and that the 
amendments to the Draft Convention suggested bv the Governments in 
question would remove them Jn the circumstances the Government of 
India decided to postpone the question of introducing legislation to give 
effect in the Draft Convention till the decision of the Governing Huffy of 
the International Labour Office on the proposal for the revision of tlie 
Draft Convention had been received. 

The Government of Lidia have now received intimation that the 
Governing Body of the 1 ntcrn.lional Labour Office have placed the ques¬ 
tion of the partial revision of the Draft Convention on the Agenda of the 
Sixteenth Session of the International Labour Conference which is to open 

( 2018 ) 
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at Geneva on the 12th April 11)32. In the circuinstances the Government 
of India propose to await further developments before taking any further 
action regarding the ratification of the I)raft Convention and the accept¬ 
ance oi I la* Heeommendutions. 


Til L BKNGAL (HIM INAL LAW AMENDMENT (8 LTPLEMENTAKY) 

I JILL —'‘onid 

Mr. President: further consideration of the Bill to supplement the 
Bengal Criminal Law Amendment. Act, 1960, as reported b} the Select 
Committee. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (Sind Non \Imiammad.«n Km\d, The issue 
involved m tin* amendment'’ is whether we should give sanc¬ 
tion to taking a\\a\ tlu powers of the High ( otirl under section 491 m 
respect oi the detenus under the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act. 
On Tliuisdax last, while discussing this point, 1 attempted to make out 
iri\ contentions. I asked the House to consider this question as fine of 
gie.it and Altai importance 7t this w'*iv m arn >ense u communal ques¬ 
tion it would he onl\ a tew Members ot the- House that would pa\ svrnpu- 
thetie attention to it. hut this is a question of national importance, and 
1 i«*<pnM the ILmim* to gi\e ‘U utmost consideration to it and look at it 
from all wants o{ \u»\\. 

Now. Sir. tlie points that I made the otlur <la\ were these. One. that 
the lihertv ot a man established bv habeas eoipus does exist independently 
ot tlie provisions ot section 491 oi the Code of Criminal Procedure The 
second that this Legislature, either this House or even the other House,— 
the Couneil oi State—has got no power to abolish rights of a habeas corpus 
nature The third point, with which I concluded that ila\ was that the 
proviso to section 491, Criminal Procedure Code, as it now stands which 
reallv curtails the powers of the High Court so far certain regulations 
mentioned therein are concerned is ultra virts. T do contend even now 
that thos** provisions under clause 3 of section 491 arc ultra vires; in 
other words, even though made by the Legislature. thev arc null and 
void \<>w these arc questions purelv of law. and it is well-known, that 
a legal discussion is generalK dr\ The other dav T was sorry when my 
Honourable friend. Sir 0owa«ji .Ttdemgir. found himself somewhat un- 
comfortable in bis seat and doubted whether the points that we arc dis¬ 
cussing hen i were appropriate TTo put a question whether this House was 
constituting itseF a High Court Sir. T know full w r oll that some Members 
of this House* are more accustomed to politics than to law', and mv Honour¬ 
able friend will excuse me* if T crave his indulgence for saving that he has 
of course held a portfolio previously of a political nature and not of law. 
and therefore perhaps lu is a little impatient about the consideration of 
these* law questions T must however submit that this question is of such 
an important character that all the Members of this House must give their 
whole attention to it. and decide for themselves this plain question, namely, 
whether then are going to curb the elementary rights of a man bv curtail¬ 
ing the undoubted rights of the High Court with regard to these detenus, 


*‘*Thnt. clause 4 be omitted nod clause *> be renumbered as clause 4 ” 
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[Mr. Lulchund -Nuvalnii.J 

who mv already involved in nmeli hardship and lmrsh treatment ? i would 
therefore ask my Honourable friend, Sir Co wasp Jahangir, to bear with 
me while l eontinue my line of argument m order to try to satisfy this 
House that this clause 4 ol the Hill, which is sought to be incorporated into 
an Act. should not be so made a Jhll ol the Jill 1 Sir on Thursday last, 

J concluded In saying that prowso d to section 491 is really not legal; 
lio matter it it has been made by the .Legislature; the Legislature is alter 
all a Imamu body and all human bodies are liable to err. There no doubt 
have been several Acts some proxisions of which the highest courts, includ¬ 
ing the Privy Council. l»a\t held to he ultra Ku, 1 contend that 

that is the exact position here also I lay stress on the point of illegality 
of such a provision ^ clause 3 ol section 491, Criminal Procedure Code, 
because m the Statement ot Objects and Hensons onl\ one reason is given 
tor enacting this clause and that is that a precedent exists under clause 3 
of section 491 of the Criminal Procedure Code wherein certain regulations 
have been excepted from the operation of section 491. Criminal Procedure 
Code. Sir. it is thus sought to he established that so far as the Jiengal 
Criminal Law Amendment Act is concerned, the High Court should have 
no power to look into the merits of the- east and i<» decide upon the 
justice or otherwise of the ease ot a detenu Sir 1 referred that, day to 
the Jndi m Law Reports. 39 Pom and said that m that decision though 
it lias not been directly ruled that proviso 3 is inoperative vet then* are 
some remarks therein to support m\ v lew To make that ease understand¬ 
able. 1 max sa\ that it was a en^r in which a man was taken up and 
confined matei a writ on th#• lequisitiuii of tin Covenmient of Ciennany 
for having (oimmtted an offence of cheat imr An order had been made 
that that man was to Im rxtiadited to «b*ini.m\ to he tried there An 
application w.i- made to the High Court probablv under section 191 or 
under the hnhrn s corpus Act that 1 lie TT'jdi Court should interfere and 
send for the record and look into tint cam to find out for themselves the 
propriel \ and leg.ilitv of tin* action under fin l*H tradition Act Sir, objec¬ 
tion was taken then that tin 4 ULh Court had nr, jurisdiction and the 
High CouH went into that question and decided that lhe\ had jurisdic¬ 
tion This was because the K\1 rad it mn \ei }\ iH y made nn exception to 
the e\d cise ol their powers mulct s»*et,on 491 Incidentallv however 

the question was raised whether the proviso 3 to section 191 is valid or 
invalid. 1 shall rend out what they said at pacre 182 of T L T7 39 Cal. * 

“Tl must, howovn, he shown i le.irU that -upumi* pn\w»i such .is tlu: under Habra 
Hnr/nii or nuclei directions m the nature of th.it wul li.i been e\pie*J J< fi. // //, ff i 
hr ynohh to the Legisliituro ’* 

Now those are the words that 7 lav emphasis upon, in order to show that 
it. is doubted whether the Legislature have pot the power f«> interfere with 
the \vH of hahra* corpus. "Furl her on it is said 

‘On the contrary clause 7, ol -eitu.n <191. alrfh., , nnnhtH,, ( >vi>nt, 

certain ’■ecuhif ions and Art ^ flu* np< i.it ion «*t th.«t '-itlii.r 

T lav emphasis on the words “validlv or irivdidlv”’ 8o tliere is n doubt, 
about ds valid it v and the question is open Them further op if l.ovs down* 

“But the ‘EnirhJi AH did not. fifivo I he riudil to Habra - f'orpus It merely de 
elared a right which existed independently of the Statute “ 
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It is therefore m\ contention here also that the habeas corpus right remains 
independently of section 491, Criminal Procedure Code. Then, Sir, I 
will read out that portion of the ruling where it is said: 

“In re Siilet ejr-parte liaset indicated, m .sections 11, 33 and 34 Vic. c. 52, 1U70. 
the time when a.s a matter of procedure that, right should ho invoked. By th» 
■order of the Council of 7th March 1904, Gazette of India, page 463, 14th May 1904, 
it was under section 18 of the English Statute declared that chapter II oi the 
Indian Act should take effect «ts it it were part of the English Statute That order 
has not the effect, of incorporating the procedure of section 11 of the Statute into 
this country which has a procedure of its own ” 

Sir, flip portion which is important is this 

“'The order may, howtwer, he affected to show, so tar as it goes, that there was 
no intention to do away with the right to Habra* Cot pus which was declared in 
Statute in support of which the Indian Act was ordered to take effect as it it ware 
a part of it.” 

Then, f submit, that I huve now made out two points, namely, with 
regard to the existence of 1 lie right of habeas corpus independently of the 
Statute in the High Court, and ni\ humble submission is that the provi¬ 
sion whcli lnib be»*n made m cluure \j to bectiun 491, Criminal Procedure 
Code, is not a \alid and legal one. After these two points have been made, 

I would urge that the question with regard to the reasonableness or feasi- 
bilit\ ot giving sanction must ha\e some cogent reasons Jt is questionable 
whether such cogent reason* do exist Sir, I must submit that no reason 
lias been gi\en oi which we mn\ place our reliance and it would be * 
absolutely wrong on our part to gi\e such a sanction and take tnvay the 
power nl the High Court espeoialh with r^gird to the Bengal Cimtina! 
Law Amendment Act Mv reasons for saying so are these. The Bengal 
Cmninal Law Amendment Act is an Act which is very harsh and severe in 
it* application That being thi case, the question arises whether the only 
powei ih.ii lias been risen id 1» » 11 o • High Court. namely, to send tor the 
ease and find out whether tic* mm ’s realh being detained properly or 
lllcgalK should also ho taken awa\ from if 4 * With regard to this, T would 
leler to section *2 of the Bengal Criminal Law* Amendment Act. which says: 

“When m iht* opuiMin ot the biK.il (iu\i* nimut then art* UM-niuhle gioumh for 
believing thai .m\ |hooii h.is i .ib. ,u* i«. .< * ,m • Mil \t\t ntn*:. <,? ih.» j,io- 

vi^iotis of the Indian Aims Vi i and «>th»M E\plo"'\r Sidi-i.in»> \« \ 

or is tound to he a suspe d ot the crimes therein mentioned, the Executive 
eun p.iss an order calling on bin* U- notif\ his residence and any change 
of residence to such authority as m.i\ be specified in the order Also that 
he shall n port lnmself to the police in such a manner and at such periods 
as ma\ lie so spictied. shall conduct himself in such a manner or abstain 
from such acts a^ mav be specified: *h tl 1 reside or remain in any area so 
specified; shall not enter, reside in or remain in anv area so specified and 
shall be committed to eustod\ m jail. Now. Sir these are the provisions 
which are verv harsh indeed, and when thev ane intended to apply not to 
a man who lias hoon judicially found out to lie a su^nect, thev become 
harsher s*i,ll Then. Sir, let us see what is the nrocedure that is applied. 
Tt is staged in section 9: 

“Within <»ne month ft on* the date of the order bv ilie Local Government, tinder 
biih lection fll of section 2 tb~ bond Government shall place before two persons, 
who sbnll be mtlicr Session*. Judges or \«ldit ion.il S.*«Jon~. Judge* the material f'ct-' 
,ind ciivumvl.m* m their n«.-session ot. win* b *!.•» •* T *d* ir ba« bee?, b i-*»d or v,hirh 
arc relevant to the inquiry' " 
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Those -Judges arc asked to be only reporters. The sect ion goes on to say :| 

n»t* i'tinl .liittp'N will llu’n iIn* haul nmU*nal huts and i lreum stances 

and the allegation* and answers and shall repoit to the Local Government whether 
or not m their opinion there is a lawful and suflu lent cause for the coder ” 

Now, Sir. this is not a judicial decision at all So we must say that 
the man hint no trial of any kind; still tin; two Judges have to be appoint¬ 
ed and a is always assumed that the procedure was observed though it 
amounts to nothing. In fact, I will say. if T may, that it is no procedure 
but a mere farce. 

Rao Bahadur B L. Patll (Bumbay Southern Division. Non-Muham¬ 
madan lliu.th Is n open or in rnrnvui" 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: It is not open hut beyond the screen Then, 
Sir, those two Judges sit together and go into tlie facts supplied to them 
by tht 1 Government and what do they do 4 ’ They have to make only a 
report and at ter tin report Jet us sec who decides. Sir, the next paragraph 
gives that answer. 

“Oil receipt <»t the* said lepart the laical (o»\ eminent -di.ill mtisidei the ‘ar.ie 
and shall pas 1 * the ordet llieieon a-* it. Mppe.u** to the !.«>(,i! Government to hi* just 
or propel ” 

The quesnon has been set lied by the Local Government They get the 
report and they themselves become the Judge This is the* kind of proce¬ 
dure that is prescribed by the Act Further on, it is said 

“Nothing m this section dial] entitle any pei -on against whom an oidei has been 
made under sul--section (li of -*eition 2 to attend in person oi to apfNai uy a 
pleader in any matter connected with the leteiemc to tin muI .Judges, and tlie 
proceedings and the leport ol the said .Judges shall he* eaundrutial 

Sir, is this justice? This procedure 4 is not only harsh but even the report, 
according to this procedure, is confidential Now, I ask what are you 
going to decide m the case under consideration? Here is a detenu whose 
case has been considered on a report submitted who is only a suspect detenu 
and his case has been considered in the manner that I have now indicated 
to the House. Thus even tin* report of the two Judges received by the 
Local Government about him remains a sealed book for the detenu. 

1 ask, is this justice? before we enact this provision in the Bill, we 
must observe that there is at least a glimpse of hope, there is a loophole 
left for that detenu even though on the materials which are not sufficient 
and the materials which are supplied by tin* extentive The detenu has 
got the hope of getting his case reviewed b\ the High Court : hut now the 
Government ol India -ire asking the House lo take av\nv that power also 
and leave the detenu in the lurch, in the hands of the* executive. They 
con suspect him, they can detain him, they can collect materials against 
him in anv manner they like They can appoint two Judges of the High 
Court f o sit and report on the materials placed before them confidentially 
and then a. final order is passed and the Government will say that the 
detenu ; s really guiltv. Now, the Government further want that even 
the High Court should not interfere Ts this British justice? T therefore 
think that it would help the Government morally if they do not take away 
the last vestige of hope and the last resort the detenu has under the Criminal 
Procedure Code. T can well understand it when they want to transfer 
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,t detenu. There is some reason in it because the Government believe that 
by that detfuiu remaining in Bengal, he will contaminate other prisoners 
uni Iuj will creaie a disturbance in the prison. That is quite understand¬ 
able Hut if 11n*, detenus are ir.instrrri d, cm si turn conveniences could be 
oi\en to them. What jk the alternative going to be provided for in case 
the po\\«*r of the High Court is taken away. The result is ih.it even the 
lit11t* redress that the High Court could give to the detenu* is nought to 
he taken away. Unless and until there are cogent, reason*, which have 
not been given up to tins time, tin power of the. High Court to give redress 
to the detenus should not he taken i \v - •' . We a?e not now inking that 
the t nuiiiiiil Law Anua.dment Ad should U> repealed We do not say 
ill,il the pmeednir v\ hieh a farce should be changed a* improved Wt 
are merely isking that tin* executive should not be given the power to 
,.iL • \'.t\ lie- ri»-l t m tin- ILdi Court to evamme Hie mat* nil's concern¬ 
ing a detenu 1 do not know what reasons the Government have got to 
l,ih.- .i' tie piiWi •i.l th- ll'-.di Cui'tt T!n-v have not g v. u the reasons 
up to now In saving that the Government have not given any reasons, 
l am supported bv what the Honourable the Law Member said in bis 

cell on this debate T have n. »d ibe -perch »f the Honourcbl.* the Law 
Meinhe* I aLo hoard it in this House -and 1 find that he has given 
i*» .-ms pe.lihmg why n detenu should not he given a regular trie] They 
ma\ hr Ught or wrong, accept able oi mnw ptnblc. but witli regard to 

• la P‘ .i-.i-n '*1 Liking aw..\ lla | >. *v\ -->*- ..I thr High (hint (i. hi- given 
iiu ira-ons nor T submit eould lie give any sound reason. The Honour- 
■ hi. th. Law Member said * 

I umv h-t’liti< »ii onl\ l >U) fxdr.i-, oiii- is tl.-.u trail i- u.-ulro* .on*. in oolor ti» 

1 . i *.i. i \\ 11111 -'-.“ 1 1 oiii Im-uu.- i ii .ind lla- -in.] j- tli.it if the-c pc hop-* are 

• ' >>ig*) t" il la il'. it i.oe tlic- Ti'i-tho.ls .‘-iij»!o\ d l.y tlm 1 In\ ci'Tim-- i m fgkliug 

t fu 'riiu'N mi' .-nii'iil v. ill Im\.* h<* ili*-- ’o'C.I >[( i o-ii- iji I’ln^ f\,Hi"iiatiori *Al’i-h 

m i In* i'M,ug • i*v uiict.mn’N is not <1 p irnble ** 

1 can well understand the reason mg there If \ou are going to have 
an * n. n t*-ul I'c.-orduig to the ordinal*' procedure of the Criminal Law, 
then witnesses will have to ho examin'd and cro^s-examined. and then 

there mav ho some fear—though I submit that reason also dnecj not appeal 

to m-' for it will applv to every other ease too Th s is a political ease in 
wlueli witness*** eome and give evidence, and they are, according to Govern¬ 
ment, in fear of being assassinated, but may T not ask that oven in other 
Criminal trials pertaining to crimes other than political, is it not a fact that 
ihe witnesses are cross-examined that is iikelv to create bad blood 9 Is there 
no fear of Ibe w’tnesses being assassinated° Mv opinion is that the argu¬ 
ment will apph to all crimes under the criminal law Tf the High Court 
enlK for the material papers relating to a detenu, examines U*o pap^r-. and 
Uion gives IN judgment, how is t that witnesses aiv going to he affected 
bv that procedure 0 There* will he no witnesses brought out for examina¬ 
tion in the court How* then do vou sav tbat the witnesses would be in 
fear of being murdered? The High Court will simple examine the ease 
and -judge on the materials, and how will this disturb the happy or the un¬ 
happy methods that Government employ in crushing this terrorist move¬ 
ment? The reasons that are given for curbing the powers of the High 
Court, do not appeal to mo and I do not think thov will appeal to the 
House either I therefore submit that, as no reasons are given for talcing 
eway the powers of the High Court, this amendment should be accepted. 


p 
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I have only to say a few more words in conclusion. Section 491 of the 
Cnuiitml Procedure (’ode allows the right in the High Court in call for a. 
detenu and lo cmisidi y Ins case Then 1 is .mother clause which allows the 
High Court to call for ceitain witnesses m ecrlain eases ll that power is 
also taken awa\ from the High Court, then wIn not adopt rather a proee- 
dure ni which when th<> pohee suspects a man. thc\ can take lnm lo the 
)uil ami let h.m remain in it till it pleases llie police l< n port to the Local 
(joxerumenl that the man has behaved better and could he released. Win 
nut adopt such a piocedmc instead oi the present one which does not help 

the detenu to :m\ extent even his going up to the High Court \\ .th regaid 

t- chi 1» 1 1 1 «j "t such powers ol llic i High Court, the lloiumiahle t in* Law 
Member s.iid i li.* ot h*T div 1 1 » it 11 o- Cto\ ermueut alwavs lumped the High 
Court ■* 11 !• * \ ol del ed ill** production ol ;t 11 \ Witnesses I’.llt HuW ill. <io\ 
emmei.i w.nl in deni \e the High ( ourt n| the Stututoiv power "1 calling 
tor witnesses | submit that il witness,.., ecu he called inr 1)\ lit* High 

Court eulv on a letjuosl to the executive, it is absolutely a wioiig nr. eeiuic 

and it will leave the High Court at the mercy the exccutixe If we pass 
this provision m this Pull, it will leave the High (’ourt ahsolutelv lielp- 
less and will leave the "High Court oomplef ei\ at the na •••■' ■»! t 1 1 « * I'ai'l 1 !- 
tive (rOWM’lllIKMlI I tlKTrlolV object strongly to tie-* p?.»\ s|.»n III I ll'J r • 111* 

I on tin Matnle hook Sir I will nit take ,ui\ inmv tan. ,md 

' ^ 1 thill I hi\« been tuic to m\ pom me of tatung about 

2() minutes 

Mr President: The Honourable Member has t ikeii :k’» mmutes 

Mr. Lairhand Navalrar W I . u -i .km . . n . ..m- . • ! - «... ' M << s 

how mueli tinn In* will take. ,md I ha\t exceeded iu\ pieimsi h\ some 
time 11 o * v * 1 1 I ’ill , cj, i 11 appeal to the lions.,. th.it tin- i ,i noun t>* 
which the\ siii»uId c\*■ tin i iitm.ist confab i.<ti«in '! iu v ' h<»uId he alert 
m safeguarding their nowci- and in not shim nd» rni'j t'u blnrties ( >t the 
people to the executive. 

Mr. R. S. Sarma (Nomnated Xon-Olheial) Sir w hatever max In* flu 
delects of the present constitution of the (lovernment ol India or the >hort- 
comings ol the constitution o| the present House, no]u»dv can sa\ th.it 
tlii-5 11 on si lacks lawyer Mcmhci- wlio can InqumtU ilhumm and 
enlighten the Members of tins House on intricate points nt l.i\\ We have 
here Iawxers oi eminence l.ke our Inend who has pist finished iawxers of 
experience like mx friend Mr Vamin Khan and Iawxers ni 1 •• »tii eminence 
and experience Ida m\ friend Mr K Alnned P»ut i r< ;d‘\ fail to see 
w bothei the Hni.-f; is Lo-d.iv an\ the richer u 1 its mini in.il mu on this 1 * 1 ! I 
for all the wealth of wasted eloquence of m\ Homan.d>k friend Mr 
Lalchand Xavalrai Sir he put two or lima ver\ mm-donate (piestiniiH 
tli is morn ill" Ts the redd of the subject being taken awav and is the 
High Court deprived of its rights over these detenus 1 ] want to point out 

that it is verv clear and there is no ncces^t v for labouring tins point 
There was nothing in the speech of the Honourable the Home Member or 
• n the brilliant expos’d ion of the Honourable the L <w Member t he ..1 her d i\ 
which would give an\ otlior impression f.o this House The whole point of 
the Opposition m that the powers of the TTiL r li Court are being taken 
awn' , .iTid there is no doubt that, tliev ar** being taken awav Put the 
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question is why thev arc being taken aw a>, and the facts that were adduc¬ 
ed on behalf of tins have not \et been controverted b\ am Member on that 
side. Sir, if (lie High Court’s power is not taken invnv and if the High 
Court is united to go into the merits of the ease of the detenus who are 
kept without trial, then there is an obligation on the part of Government 
to adduce evidence and to produce witnesses to substantiate their case. 
It means that t In* v have to name then- witnesses and to reveal the secret 
sources of their intormation, and it is exaetlv that particular thing which 
this elaiisi I w ml- to .oil 11 ''ii do.*s am llonoiuab. \b-mhi 1 sera.iisK 
suggest that in the present < irmimsl. hum*- of the eountrv it safe tor Gov¬ 
ernment to 1 1.i ve r♦ ■< ourse to tin procedure of naming witnesse- and expos¬ 
ing them to tin danger of Gie.r 1 1v<•-** I put this question ver\ ‘-enough, 
and I \v.mt I loiiourtble Members in tins connection to recall .1 r cent 

eas.- tin* imm- o| t he compositor Ashutosli \Yng\ who was assays nated like 
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Act’’ Sp* lor Gi ■-< t'i. a- 1 think w<* should not accept this, 

nmendment 

Dr. F. X. DeSouza «\ .1 .,r.at* \ • <;tV. d S r I , .. , M , l; ,* 

in this d i ■ h a I • * and ! -hall not hr wn !• _* l>ut tli tv -,*• , , p i *j <1 

cult u*s m m\ 111 - r k i as jo the leg d position (hat n i|] h<. t r« > r j ’ ! , sr 

d "I the {’eh o i*n 1 lid .»•«. I; 1 ’*’d I hopM Ik-ih ,h|V, ll 7 j, h,« 

soL i*d 1 1,> 1v■ i , 111 a le d o ' • .11 i in 11 ttiK ii'tMMir, 'J’h. t,■ • ,]i * ,r hri* 

for am ol the purports m<nt..ined *n what s no \ sr ( * .r <mi , r ,1 

Criminal Pi.vidiiic t >>d« .t is ■:>« n tr tin app] caul s«sP . ■ 1 • 1 1 h» v »,L 

rnaki an applaapoii nidi |u udent |\ of that -ection n'Sl • »s»«'t '* » nr th- nre- 
lv.gutue ur I of hahni ,s c.n-.ui oi, flu civil ode of the fl ,<h <■ m t s ^ 

question which has been tin* subject of a severe eonfln t of opinion l.e f \v#*eu 

the Calcutta High Court on the one hand and the High Courts ,1? Madris 


T* 
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niul Bombay un the other. 1 ivgivt 1 biiull have to inflict upon the House 
a dry and u'clinieal u1mu*muh, hut. unless I do so it \m!I he impossible for 
me or lui* ihe House to understand the seuous legal anomaly that will 
he ei i aled m in\ opinion it clause 4 is enacted mto law. The question 
was lii'M m oti it Mi .‘59 ( al. til whether by section 191 ol the (’ode. of 
CrimiuaJ Jh-ocdme, the right to habca* corpus has been altogether 
abolish'd, and it so whether it is competent to the Indian Legislature to 
do so. That question, as 1 say, was iirsl mooted in that case, hut- it was 
left unansweied as it was found that the \ roVisioiis oi section 191 ot the 
Code ot Criminal Procedure applied in Chat case The question hnally 
came up ior decision before the High Court ot Calcutta in .VI Cal 727, 
where tin Court hi Id, and I may add ua^ induced to hold by the 
brilliant adunac' oi my Honourable iru lid who is now the Law Member 
oi the (io\eminent ol India, that to a person defamed under the Bengal 
Criminal Law Amendment Ait. ivliei m not now available by a w t it oJ 
habeas <nrpus but would him hem available only under section 191 of 
the t od * ot ( nm.n.il Proieduie e\eept ioi tin provision n the Heng.il 
Crim.nai Law Ameiidun ns 1 1 of 192,I So tai tlieretore as the t’aleulla 

High 1 i >iu t .s i oiieemcd, tin position s ipiite clem. ihet t h it (oin, holds 
that seen,,n |‘ij ,»j the Crnmnd lYocd r- Code has abrogated the pre¬ 
rogative v nt ol hnbeiti s nu/n/s Hut that e n«»i th*- portion taken lip 

either l»\ .'n Madras !lr/h t’ouit »»i t*i* Homo a\ lla/h i nurt In a series 
of dee v ms the Madras H.jli <'oiirt (m ,*>(> Mad 72. !."> Mad. Id, 4f> Mad. 
922). on) ;lu Jh,m]*a\ High in a i\ < eiu d< eisioii n do Horn 910, 

Jim\ e i i»|ii tliat tl" jiin^diepon u hndi was jnlieiited by the High Court 

irom tl" Sujavmi ( ourt was not eurtailed 1»\ the provisions of section 
491 o‘ the Ctimma] Procedure Code TIk s r High Courts will therefore 
hold that h el:owe ! inieted im > law >t will he eitlier ultra virrt » of 
this Assembly, or if it is not- ultra rircs it will be superfluous In the 
ease I 1 mentioned, *>4 Cal the learned Chief Justice remarked that 
the Mali ■* High Court and the Bomhav Nidi Court had lost sight of the 
provisions oi i \ ot 1S72 md ot C*« ' -it 1K7*>, and tliat these provisions 
had not Can hiongln to the notice >t those Courts when they decided 
the e:us in the manner they have done He tins ms it may, then* is *i 
direct (.'italic hi tween the several H’gh Court* on this important point- 


That being the position, what is the result 0 It a Bengali detenu is 
eonfmed within the limits of the appePate mri«dieiir>n of the High Court- of 
Calcutta and applies for a writ of hahtast mi pus lie will he told plainly 
that the question is eoneluded by .Aiilmrity and the High Court of 
Calcutta will not interfere But suppose, as it is now proposed to do, the 
detenus are transferred to a place of detention within Hie local limits 
of the appellate jurisdiction of the High Court of Madras or of the High 
Court of Bombay, and those Courts are moved for writ of habeas corpus 
on behalf of those 1 detenus, what will he the position? The Courts will 
snv “We are not debarred hv the provision of the Legislature which bars 
the application of section 401 We have an inherent right to issue a high 
prerogative writ of habeas corpus" And they will send for the record 
and proceedings of the cases of those detenus and they will proceed to 
examine them. It therefore comes to this- ; f o detenu is confined within 
the appellate jurisdiction of the High Gout*! of Calcutta, he cannot have 
his case examined at all; while a detenu confined, within the appellate 
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jurisdiction of the High Courts of Bombay und Madras, will have every 
right to have his case examin 'd. The result will he anomalous. Before 
the Honourable the Mover asks this Assembly t<. pass a measure of this 
kind, 1 venture to submit it is the dut\ of (lo\eminent to get uniformity 
of decision between the various High Couits of Bombay, Madras and 
Calcutta By wbal machinery this is to he done, it is noi for me to su\. 
The\ inn\ gi*l ,i (h\*i -uon nf the Privy Council or ihe\ ma\ a wail ihe 
introduction of ihe Supreme Court in this country But until umionmty 
is ol»tamed. it seems to me to he futile 1r> enact a clause ol this nature 
in the present Bill. 

S<» mill'll ah ml tie tei I me,i! aspect or the measure On the merit-., 
is it irally neress.m m tin intetvsis ,,j public sjitrlv ih.it clause 1 should 
h(‘ eiiaett d Milo km To .in v our I it outfit up in the trud-ti ns of English 
jin* spnidem » . un\ im a-ur» which »*nnt» , uipl. le- t hr prolonged d« trillion 
without trial of aii\ pel son is repugnant It i- tu list t hr \\i,nU oi the 
Ii<> i<iiiral I. ' io Ci". 'bmhri a \»i\ h.ud full to -wallow It mm and 
ahou tli.it d • 1 1 r i ; i o! i .nldr.j a st nteiiee ot oxih as tin- measure con- 
ti'iiij'Jatjt la < i inrs rveii *• t 11 m<»i\ «1 1 1fo 11 ii t<. -wallow i litu tin 

j Iipii .ill . 1 1 ilc tie 11 • iln* Memb • h. - .sv.ji (] |J- lle*o i" ,t nrioiisl 

lin-u I" 111 < ' In - 1 .1 ■ i’- t it »!. I ft. ••• v\ hit 11 1 ho a tens to lllid' mum. 1 the 

mm ; • 1 < r j ' 1 • 11.1111 - ..} th* S’itr. and it tli a i- so, and lhnr >s no n asuii 
to U m'it W h.u h. .1 T1 If dut\ tit r\«i\ \ i t mhri nt tli - Ilou-M* to 

volt tur u on .'suit nt tin- \md li'*eiiN i.i‘.r il 1 he s.drtv it tin* Matt* 
IS t lit lilt 1III..1 r I IV 

Mr. S. C. Mitra (('hit.agong .uni h'ajshah Ihus.oiis N<.ii-Muliam- 

iu.itl.m li’-i, i■, V-u i \ him • li.nl name and then li mg ium tlnit n a'l 

Dr. F. X. DeSouza: But - ,t m • --,i\ t. Mu mti o-tv ( ulihe t\ 
lo i n id a itu*esur« d» i»nvm_ ,< dt trii" <1 the right to nmu* for a win of 
halva s eor/u/s ni the High Court? 1 \eiitmv to submit with tin* utmost 
lumuliix ih.i« it s not so On the outran 1 -ubmit that to pass a measure 
of tin- Kind would hi to endanger puhhe satetx Ji will men lx depmt 
the public ol a saicty \alve l*or attar ail. what is tin* danger to which 
tile Cowmment will expos. tlieinscBes h\ .diow m_r leeours. to the writ 
of habeas corpus in a High Court ** What power will the High Court 
exeieisi■ ' It is not file*, <s iu\ ITonoiitahh* friend, Mr Sarnia, j.st said, 
tllllt the High Court will he elnpoAcled to ex ill; lie Witnesses h not 
tnn that tin* name- ot \uiin -ms will he dmilgvd or the maclunon of 
detention published winch is em()h)\ed l,\ t lit (io\ eminent to git ‘Tifoi mil¬ 
lion about terrorist n me All that the High Court will he entitled to 
do. if I understand the section, is tu send tor the papers and find our. 
wln-rlier the forms of procedure hale been eonveth followed or, wheher 
the tribunal had jimsdict'oii. that is .til Beyond that, the High < ourt, 
wilI he precluded from interfering to s,. ( « whether then' are sulh' lent 
reasons for the detention . f Hu* iktenus because that i> not < tio matter 
which is justiciable under the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act 

Now. is there am danger in comerring a power ot ihu kind on the 
High Court M Certamlx not. on the contrary' it seems to me that to deprive 
a prisoner of the right to apply for a writ of habeas corpus would be a 
source of danger According lo the English law it is t>ni\ an outlaw or an 
alien enemy who is not entitled to obtain n writ of habeas corpus: that 
is the English law up laid down in cx parte Weber, Hi Tirne^ Law 
Reporter, 602 If that w so. it neees^an to p what vivtuaih amounts 
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lo a sentence «>t out law r\ on a \ risoiu r «U t.mud under tin "Bengal ('riminal 
Law Amendment Act I venture to submit that it is not so. If a, 

safeguard is provided in the nature of a writ o! ibis Kind, il will not in 

am win utaken or endanger the position of the Government; it. will add 
moral toree to tin- p >1 it \ of repression which the Government m their 
own defence and in defence of the State is obliged to pursue It will 
prevent the alarm winch will he unnecessanlv created throughout the 

Empire when it is announced that it lias been decided to suspend tic 

habeas e<»ifias in this country. 

Sir, if the right to move lot a. writ of habeas corpus is taken away 
from the Bengal detenu* m the manner proposed, the procedure will he 
verv much on the lines ol v li;ii list'd to he followed in France before ihe 
revolution bv 1 he issin >1 Lctfrrs dc Cachet Honourable Members are 
aware what the effect of these hcltrrs dr Cat lie! was Headers of 
Dickin's ‘ Tale of Tim Citio" will rememhe? how two Fr< neh aristocrats 
of ilie hcjhfst lmnoui did not scruple to resort to compass tin* rum i f a 
man against whom thev had a grudge h\ obtaining Lrfins fir Cachet 
against him Thev will aUo icmemher how tlie issue nl hcfircs dr 
('arln i wav the m un can-* o! iht dihach m Fiance ot the 1 1th .Ti il\ 1789 
Sir, historv has a knack of npt.itme its.-ii Lot m hop, that similar 
chins will not pioduce smulai results m tins rountrv 

The Assemhiv then .idjoiiriieil lor Lan< h i’ll TT d» I’m two of the 
< ’Jock 


The A^chJhU m .sm li 1 1il« d .1 n• i 1 <iiHi il ill Half Km, I wn oi the I’loe.k 
Mi i*i«*sid< ut in tlie C htiii 


Mr. C. C. Biswas v ( abut:.. V n-\|, h .mm.id.m l rhani 1 have spoken 
vo uttt n on * ■ s • > Bill t tt.it I ii el that I an e\pkmalion to the House 

d 1 rive to -speak again I find, Su , that theie i.v a lot of loost talk and 

ioov ( tlnnk l ilt on tin suh|eci. and I oonsi*{ei it important that we should 
get our ide..v <iuit«* eleai’ 1 quit* malm that this is ,, que-tiou in which 
tiie h gal aspects < annof In wholL d sMiriated Iron, tin poblicai aspects, 

■ lid that pi<ih. hiv explains wh\ theie L.i^ heen voine misapf mhension m 
tile Hoim What I diould like the House to i.eep ill view o tile precise 

scope ot claiisi 1 <'jails* 1. it vv ll he seen purports nuieiv to take away 

tin rights undci -eciion 191 of the Criminal Proceduit (’ode, whatever 
those rights an it is obvious that it apart from section 191 there are 
other r gilts. those rights are no, at all touched bv Ihllhll \ good 
deal hav been said Sir hv some ol m\ mends Imre that the right of 
habeas ear pus is one ol the “common law rights * which have come down 

to us I mm the Supreme Fourtv, and thai it is not open to the Indian 

Leg shituro to derogate from those rights For our present purposes 1 

submil \\e need not go into that question at all, however interesting that 
might he Ff de hors section 491 certain rights of habeas corpus are 

lett to tie* subject m Inda, those rights will si ill he thorp notwithstand¬ 
ing the unwtmeiit of clause 4. It ma\ he pointed out, however, in 
passing, that those rights of habeas corpus, assuming they exist, are not 
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r, N \ k .tl* or extensive as those mirier sect on 41M , because what, lias been 
ret erred to as common law rights oi habeas corpus apply only within the 
jnint- ot flic original civ 1 jurisdiction c»t the Presidency High Courts. 
The lights which section 1*.* 1 gi\e, on the other hanri, are not limited to 
1 > r*‘sah'iic \ High ( VnirC ‘done, nor are they operative only within the r 
« initial iuriMhefic.il Vfter the amendment ol l##!, sect on BH has hcen 
m.irle .ippheal.h to all High Court-, ami to tla umtiissil a- veil as to 
the Presidency town- proper 

Coming hack tlnrelon, the po-tion seems to me to he obvious that 
<1 apart Irani -action |P 1 am, ollmi rights arc then* wc need not he under 
,111\ ipjavhensions liiai tlese lights will he taken away by the present Bill 
1 am not imminriiul tliat a different line of argument may la* adopted, 
and it m * he sal.I that -.•etion 111 ! at an\ rate as it stood before Hie 

• Jim mhuenl <>i P.rj.'l dal imi enat. .in\ new rights l>in meivl) affirmed 

, crlain m j h ’ - V h eh \<cir th. M dread' *n other words that what was 

unwritten law was mm id\ reduced to written law, so that d ion repealed 
tin written law tin iin.vntVn law would -till hold the field Sir. it it is 

* erred to -a\ that v r't?• n law • aim t.» take the pJaee ot unwrilteii law, 

I think it mean- that tin unwritten law was 1 herein superseded, and a 

; i i>' a I u! m ci mi HH wmilrl 11 n 11 t« »i • in* an dsn a taking awa\ ot the 
i-.liiv \» {111 ii w r>i (belaud h\ that s« v tiuh I am not quiie sure that it 
call he ur ,r . <| that in. I'* k Iter ills -rdlon 1 ( .)I affirmed «*ertaii] |>re-e\istmg 
'•ghiv th. oi it'iim n; •* hit -. d »r me ml nothuig, and that if that 

‘i (tine w “h r. j m ile<I ..It. rv aid- it would make no difference and would 
m f •- t i,,kc i'\a\ milling 1 do not think -o Sr m ai.\ Mew it seems 

in ’ it I n r t it lc t.. aigm Ilia! ih< Legi-latinv which enacted -potion 
I f 11 h. s noi the take i \\ a \ -i ction PH The Legi-falure is 

i »i i > i *■ »i i ii; n. ii. no limit than n-tiiet eeit.un tight- which tin* Legislature 
had -Kelt eii.it tori Sir \.»u know there .- -ul)--cc 4 ion (•»' of section 101. 
a! in . Mm - *\ \ - down thu imlhuii* m that section -hall apply to 

•»'!'■ h- u i t . 111 1 1 .I i ' i n »* i ih» tst it* 1 I * i ’.oner- 1 iegulal i< *n- \ow 1 «[r» not 

''l l -nee I "’ll let l to toiiii ion -that m\ contention has » et been 

5 a.-ec| :n am HilIi (’<'1111 tint >u I > s (, i tinn () . >f section 101 is ultra 1'iren 
o thi Indi »n Lei’dal me Til.- :11 -'iniieiit - • *ar a- I hav. :m n aide to 

Mi.' .h M iiohi tlu n eh d « msi - is siinplx th - t oat by 

' ha. te*^ -ah -i el i.in (m \t»u < a'in< t deliaet fi m the common law rights 
'1 « ■*//»//- I hat k .* 1 i But iia\heit mi- ii meed or held that, 

-o far as th* light- mid'T s**ct'on 101 an e< aieei ned the Legislature 
'annul simp, ed those right- o-* restrict tlu* ? -e..pe or extent Ii then 

'i i- e nipetent o. the Legislature to enact a provision like lhat wlncli 
\ou have in Mili-section (.*>' of -edmn 101, 1 du not see win it should 
h'-t h. ..jiialL n|u n t.» tla- Legisl.itme- to eii.id another pioMsion wherc- 
i * \ 1 lie restriction i- luithei extended h\ including within its scope 

am*tht \ eat.-goM r| pei-ons Sir, fnan this point view it -coins 

to trie <.. he idle to trouble ourscUcs on tlie* question as to the 
< omne.ene\ «.f ill - House to pas- legi-lation ot tlie kind ]>ropo-ed Nor 
ojuld it sei\e am u-etii! purpose to labour the other point of which so 
much has been made that Hie rights of habeas corpus are fundamental 
rights of citizens which can on no account he interfered with The 
ni id cal quest ion with which we an* concerned, or at an\ rate ought to 
concern emr-ehes. i-. not whether the Leg slat lire i- competent to enact 
ehm-e I, hut what would he the eflect of enacting it. and. in view of such 
effect, what should he the attitude of this House towards this amendment? 
Jlie fust point which I wish Honourable Members to notice is that clause 
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4, it it is passed, would apply as much to persons who arc* detained within 
the proyinee of Bengal as to those' u ho may hi' removed outride Bengal. 

The second point. Sir. which *s of some importance is this In practical 
application, this danse 4 would operate mumh in cases of arresi and 
detention under section I ol the local Act and not under sect on 2 The 
other da\ I took the opportunity ol my ding the* attention of the House 
to the distinction between • . * i *n 2 and sect-on 1 <4 the 

Bengal Act The position under that Act h somewhat like this. A person 
against whom then* is some siisp cion w aircslcd. TJieu he is detained in 
custody i>\ the police ofheer concerned, y\hile the police oHiccr makes a. 
report to tile Local <loyenmicnt and he awaits tla* instructions ot the 
Local <n>yeminent as to how tla person should he nit mutely dealt with. 
This temporary custody would ordinarily extend to about, a Jnrtmgld hut 
under special orders ot the Local (hnemment it could he e\tended to one 
month B\ ihe reeenl amendmeni oj tin-. Aet. winch was j»,ts M *d 1>\ the 
Bengal Legi-dathi (’.Mined last month this pei.ou o! one month was 
i Mended to two month'. Then, withn tins period then* ma\ come an 
order nick r siiimn 2 «■* ilieie may not M ilan n> order mad.* under 

sectioi 2 tin man i- at libcm Ii l»*»\\« yei an orcl< r u made, th(*n 
he is ciealt with in a< cold um a th 1 he chr ,, '*t , ’n aim* 1 , m..y he eniP*nned 
it> such order The direction-* which m.o he made undei -cctimi 2 an 
many Tim ci*hi-*»»i •’ i i,n Im du.et.-d t.. repoit hunst [| to the 

poL'ce, or to inside witirn ciitmi cirennssf»ilu >j limit^ or In m,r he 
detained m custody m am 

Now Sir, when .m ordei k p.i^rd undei section 2. icind f iltg a person 
to custody, there is not much point in niMsInig on the right ol habeas 
corpus in Midi a case because assuming tor the moment that that light 
i \ists, whethe) under section 191 oj otheny me. what does it nnnnV Ii. 
means this Tin* person m:i\ apply to tin High Court, and the II gh Court, 
if satisfied that the* custody or detention was improper Oi illegal, may sot 
him at liberty In other words, it s only when an improper or illegal 
custody is established, that the Thgli Court ma\ make an order of release 
under .section 191 Where, however, a person is dH.imol n custody under 
m order pass* d under si*ct on 2 ot (la* Bengal Act. the* custody w ill no 
longer lie illegal custody The terms of that section make that perfectly 
clear Von may take it. Sir, that when an order is made under that seo- 
tion. lliat order will he expressed m terms ot that section—and wTiat are 
the terms of that section? They are these “whore, in they opinion of the 
Local Government there are reasonable grounds for believing that any 
person has acted ”, and so cm 

Mr. President: Is the Honourable Member going again to deal with the 
point elaborately now ' lb dealt with the point cxlmust ■volv on (he 
previous occasion 

Mr. 0. 0. Biswas: I shall not. Sir, go into details as on the last 
occasion. What J was s rnply tryirm to point out - tins that the opinion 
of the Local Government being conclusive, the question of the applicability 
oi section 491 become^ practically of no material importance Tf, however, 
you come to section 4. here the position is entirely different, because that 
section authorises a police officer to arresi on mere suspicion. Tt- is mainly 
in such cases that the question of habeas corpus will arise. The question 
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before this Hou-e L x\ bother or noi tin lions, should be prepared to trust 
iho Kxoo.utixe to tin* extent that it \xill allow them to exercise these powers 
of arbitrary am*M on mere suspicion, without claiming at tlie wane time 
the right, lo go up to the II gh Court for the purpose of challenging the 
supposed loasoiiahh* /rounds h»r ii'-j jK*j**ii ! hal i*~ the question to winch. 
I should 11lu in\ [ionnui'alde liiends to address 'Items'l\es Xou. Sir, 
what is th( *’iv.i-miiildr "ii'p»*ion v. 1'ieii m < , t , on I c*uitemplates / it is a 
reasonable suspicion that the person Conet med i- a p» r-on in respect of 
v hom an otd*r mi.lit l.iwinlh la made m:ue»- -uli-seoi m«ti (1» oj section 2. 
Now, Sir, if \ ni l l*« peal we. on l‘H. a - is piopo'td Jri tills Hill tin ettect 
r I this will he to le.-vi* a p, im>u who max he arre-ted on suspicion abso¬ 
lutely without am niu(-ilv w haLo.\er except at the hand-oi tin V.v'uttive. 
for a per-od o 1 two month- K\en it ai tin end ol two mouth'- the Local 
t»«i \.thuii nt should eoj., 1 * i<. tin o Indus on that ther, is no ease against 

h. ’n md he i- (h- hau'i m lit* '«mld -till lv>r i,c»*n m eustodt ioi two 
mi! i witl.mii -m on- I* hit* ii M *i m tin* nn-mtipio to establish his 

'»’?!>»( i i’c« \H th.it i- a-! fJ mr on !his sidt* o| tin* JToiise is that the 

ju-ison who m.i\ In * 11 *-t< I "< -i;, n i lO-nn.st iik*k -umiM hex,* tin* riL r ht 

to anplx to tin* II gh i Mint .on ! t’n* Ill’ll I'min -lmuM h,»\e tin* opportunity. 

i. pw'' n* win !in» ! 1 u •«* it ft .'sun till, in* 'Uin*.- -uspi'a.ii 

Sir snppfi-iii'j s ( r-tiMii 101 i- ,.llo\ < I r do imt thuds there k any danger 

•hu iiimii ‘ini. an ,ip) 1 *ia llu.*|i < onrt w !' lo into the meriis of 

11** n.i. d 'mii --I ih. »r. t* ! i- - >n , ..i to It- uds t/j, th< oth r -ah* seem to 

the.' '''I:*! 1 111 I!* IM ' ,mh( ! Ifl'v 1 m khoxx -til- eiC-el tin*!*. A'ere 
• in\ i.m 1 - .md ( itei n.-t oices u h,i " n*» n 1 1m* oti.e-r concerned cjuld reason¬ 
ed' (m;ih 1 m ih< com lu-mn that tln*n was siitlinent excuse foi proceeding 

airanisj the per-MU n tie w.,v he d'd Tlu ll'di Court w i M no* upon such 

-i’i ipplicat ion as I concern* tin matter, tr\ to substitute its own judgment 
es to whal constitutes reasonable suspicion for that of the officer. But the 
II tub Court will < * it* 1 td\ ii (|M n 1 m be ‘-ansf,. d that ’he oHicer had acted 
ni rood tailh 

Mr President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim linhinitoohi). Order, order. 

\o m wsp.iper- an allowed to In read 

Diwan Bahadur A. Ramaswami Mudaliar k Madru- nt' Nor-Muham- 
niad ni ( ii* m Sr t v s m CMunc-tion \.,ih tin Bengal Cruuin.il Law 
Anicndnicm \< t tliu 1 wa- reail’iej tin newspaper 

• 

Mr. President: That max he. 

Mr. 0. 0. Biswas: 1 v.*s sax my tin* IIn.h Court will require to be 

satisfied that lli,* olVn*i*r w*,s pj-jified lion, the facts- and eircumstanc'a 
at his disposal in hold me tied there was a rea-onahh* ground of snsnie’on 
against lmn Tlie High Court will not scrutinise those fuel-. f,»r itstlf, 
but merely see that there were facts from which the offii t r could come 
to that conclusion Sir if thai he a coireet interpret at ton nt the fun,-lions 
of the High Courl upon an application of that hind. I realN do rot 
whnt danger max lie m allowing section 101 to operate 

Sir, since 1 last sp.,],(* on this subject I have |.e,*n looking info fhis 
question fi little more '*li.s,*l\. and T do not mind ■ *oufessin 1 thai 1 was 
id one stage ininre.-sed with tin* argument thai j! an application under 
section 401 is id lowed it would ready mvolxe se»*iom risks. m that it would 
mean that the Covorument would hav** to lay before *ho (’mivi information. 
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which they could not do without grave danger danger not only to 

1 henisclves hut ;ilso to tin* vvitnesses concerned But, Sir, tin* scope of 
mi application under section 191 is so limited in a. case arising under the 
Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Acl ih.it 1 do nol think too much 
should hr made of that supposed danger dust as in a cas(* arising under 
sect ion '1 all that the (Inve'iiment need produce before the High Court 
on an application under section -PH is the older Useli. so in a ease under 
section 1 all that the\ need do is to .ipnase tlu High Court of the r\isteneo 
of certain f.icts and cncumsf Hires from which the oflieer concerned came 
to the conclusion that iheir was reasonable ginuiid lor suspicion against 
tNit man Krnm this point o| \ nwv I would urge nn friends opposite 
not to press toi the mch'siun of tins section in tins Bill I realise that 
that would mean a (hseriniui.ition so to sav between persons who are 
dealt with uiidet the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act and persons 
who aii* detained undei the Si ite Prison, i v lh-gulation^ hut that is hardh 
a very eommemg argum.-nl If von have taken awa\ certain rights 
which \nu should not have taken away hmu sunie that is no reason wliv 
\ou should seek to impose a similar disability upon other persons merely 
for the sake of -umneteM The situation no donht l- seimns and it is 
up to the noh-oi'lieial Members to do all that they < an to strengthen the 
hands of the Cm\i nnnciit in d< ..ling willi the t< norist mniaiv m Benge' 
Ah the sann then is anotlu r asp t d , if tin math) 1o In eonsidned 
Supposing the <io\ei mneiil we»e to accede to lh*‘ popular demand in this 
matte’ that itsilf wouM pioduee m accession of feeling in th(*ir fa\our, 
the moral effect o{ which ought not to In ignored dtog. ihei 

( >11 11< nllirl hand >f ( it >\Cl nment pelsisl III 1 he .ittltude y\ 111C 11 I 

.j .on sori\ in say tin \ lia\t Ioo n i.iiisuing so long the attitude 

ot not giving m t *\ • *11 till small points raised h\ the Opposition 

the result is hound to he \er\ uuiorlunate Tin* impression on the 
irnnd would he that (iu\i limn in in out to enish ail opposition he it 
evet so n a^om.hic Bonn that point ot \ i• • w I fluid Oovernment would 
he well advised in accepting this .uiemlnienl If .ift< I all, as ihe Hon 
ouraldc tin* Law \Jt*mh *i *-.inI when in s| e. n-»! m ah m accordance with 
klW it would stilt h'* open In tile pally eniiettmd In apply to the High 

Court notwithstanding clause 1 the objection to delete clause A then 

lost s much moi. i, 4 , it*. mice W'th these vords ! suppmi tin amendment 

The Honourable Sir* Brojendra Mitter (Law Member) • 1 am afraid 

tin h gal arguments ha\e somewhat hdogged the issiir which i*- heiore tin 
HfJiist What is the is*iii before tin House*' On ,iiruiin) ol the ter¬ 
mini movepient in Bengal the Bengal Legislature h.ts hten compelled Lo 
pass a ycry drastic measme tin* Bengal Ctmnn..l L.iw \meiulment Act 
If is a drastic measure winch nnolvcs detent on without trial it was 

ari unfortimale necessity which compelled the B« ngal Legislature to pass 
that Act Th.- Houm will nun-niber that that \i t was passed not h\ 
cert ifical ion hut l>y an oy ei w helming mujciitv ol 1 1 1 « B<ugal Legnlut i\e 
Council l’lieiefoie we stall with this proposition that an mgenf and 

impelling necessity • \ists in Bengal lor a m< .isurc ot this dial aider which, 
as my Honourable fri rid l)r DoSoir/a pointed nut is lepugnant to 
people brought ii]> m ideas of British ]uris]»rudenee I impressed a similar 
sentiment on previous occasions, but in different language. There is no 
quai’-el about that We ^tart with this, that there is an impelling neces¬ 
sity. to resort to detention without Dial. Now, flic Bengal flovemment 
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comes l.o us and says “Will you help us in earning out this measure?'*. 
It courts are allowed to examine tlie merits of these, eases, then the 
offer*!iveness of the measure is {'orif The Mental Legislature cannot pass 
an\ measure affecting the jurisdiction of the Hipli Court r rherefore it is 
u}) to us to come to the ns'-isianee of the (iovernment of Bcnpral in order 
to maki their measure an effective one That is the issia before the 
House The ipestion is, shall \\e help Bengal or shall w» not lielp Bengal 
Whi*n the Hill was icferrid to Iho Select Cormnillee I take it that the 
ihohcfU ion was fh.it the House win willing to help Mental hi it also to 
faki eare thai the condition of the detenus was not mud** too burdensome 
iIuniil detention I undeistood the action <>f the House m referring the 
Bill to tlu Select Committee meant this lhat tin* House was willing to help 
Heni'id hi tlie difVieultv in which sic finds herself to-da\ If the Hoinc 
is t< » help BeiiL'td how can tli.it he done 0 It. .is 1 sa\ \<>u allow courts 

to examine tin nieiifs o) t la r.is-s «if detention then the efficacy of the 

B« ri":d measure is <jonc What is necessary m.i\ he said m a few words, 
jiiiin k siih-t it iition ot e\» cut i\ e judgment fm judicial judtrrncrd That 
1 - the purnoii of the Hi mjal \i t -md that is lie purport of this Bill 

I'nfot t i eML’i-nev eojiijM Is us to substitute tor a temporary period 
ex* (Mili\ i* judumenf for judicial induin'nt Tf that he so it n necessary 

that the power* ot the courts to * vmnm the merit-* of a ease should be 
suspended for tie period of this mcaunv It is ?i t ,* n# nuanent measure, 
jf is only for a 1 emporary period 

Mr. S. C. Mitra: \ 1?« ad\ tin Bill has hei n oi ixistcm* f or a [icriod 
o! d\i and iji »yy it I- extended h» moth- l i'y< seal's It i-> tein- 

p* >»■ u y hi 1 hat sense 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: Li the terrorist movement con- 
Mmi-s loii'M r it ii’ o In iiivi 'mi\ to e-aiiiniie tin nie.isuie longer. But 
ihat is aiiM*}’. r m.-Mer 1 think Hon-an dde Mciuhcis opposite share our 
hop'* lhat tie !i mu'InI iiki\i iihiii will soon disappear fl H does, then 
thin will I" in i.’ imsi.'ii t a diseus^iM.i* of ihis charm pi Lnfort unately 

W»* f anno 1 mu av\a\ flom the tact ill It tile teilullst riJ"\emeul flues exist 
and ’i has no* | K s(,if.|p. d nut 

Mr. S C. Mitra: V. • I l*\ tile*! Dll . sines lull III ddterelit W,i\s 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: \V« tluuk that this measure 
may helj> to fi.jht the teuurist nio\t nieiu It tua\ he that mx Honourable 
friend Mi Mitra is ml hi that other methods are called for. But what 
those other nie'li hIs me v.i -ire not di-eiis*,m^ at the moment We. 
are now ills- nssin^ one ot the methods 

Mr. S C. Mitra*. V»i.i tins method does not -appeal lo the House 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: Well, it has not been thrown 
out on the motion for reference to Select Committee 

Mr. K Ahmed (U a»sh du Division* Muhammadan liurnli That has not 
been done unfortnnateK. 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: Not having thrown out the 
motion for reference to Select Committee, it does not lie m the mouth 
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of Honourable Members to sa\ now that this is not a proper measure. 
Whether it is a proper measure or not, the House has accepted the 

principle of the Rill. Having done so, the point before the House is 

whether the objections iaised lo elmisc 4 of the Bill are so "real that. 
Government- should give up the clause. What are the legal arguments? 
1 will dispose <»t a misconception <»f my Jlonourable lriend l)r. DcSouza 
before 1 conn' in the points raised by Air. Halt-band Navalrai Dr. DeSouza. 
seems to think that “all that the High Court can do is t-o send Ilov the 
records to see whether detention is legal”. Now, it. is well known that 
w lit'ii an ii?>i>!iriit ion i- in.idc :.)» Inibt as (oif>ns, tlie High Cnint due}, not 

siiid loi i'ih ie(*(*i< |s Wluil 1 lie High k ourt does is to issue a mle upon 

tile pe who ha- i iistodv u| ih»■ pri-oner to show cause wh\ that 
|>risoi if»- should noi he sot ai iila i , \ oi wh\ that pn^.uer should not h< 
brought to tri.d. VI I tJi.it Uie person who has the euslodx ul ihe pnsonei. 
ill showing i.iiN 1 , hew to do a, n> show I li.it I he pi i-onei is m legal cietodx 


!t is not th..t 

the High (’i 

»urt sends h>r 

ihc ivi.. nls 

of the case 

to look 

into i lie ii'i ; ii• 

- ill the ill’s 

1 insi.ihcc 1 

ihc pel-nr 

i ill i ustniix 

cannot 

satiM\ i iic r 1 ‘gh < ’ mri . h. 

i J hr p> Imj'Ii 1 

Is ill ii'u.l! 

eUstudx it 

1- «Mll\ 

in tli.u il 

*c 11 >gii ( <»» 

Ii gIM s f||» tin 1 

into the p 

let t el Rut 

once it 

is shown th i 

I 1 ■ pi l"M H< *• 

ii i< g.d ci; 

-Imh then 

t lie Ill'll C. 

Mil’t 1 e 1 •» 


no imtli. >■ 1 • * i >i i i(*i ioi < Tin innsd'ct mn which section l‘H i\ - to tin* 
High ( ■ u.» t -- o)ii\ M i i*■>* - v» i til. c.isfndv i- illegal and nn( m c?jsi»* 

ot legal cusp»<h ri'Mii'.o u o noi a qic^t'oii n| ihc High Court <end'Ug 

for 1 lie rent a. Is . 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir (lion.has Cit- \..u-Mwhammadan IMamD 

Then whs le.-iudc it in the BdC’ 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: I shrill not overlook an\ point 

7 siiall deal with d presenth M\ fhst point is this tiiat in th ■ tirst 

instance tin High Court doe- not look *i 1 1f» tin* reasonableness or otherw.se 
of fh# deUni'on \V»fh»re r of the K nd The fitsf thing is whether the 
detention is under am law nr whether ,( U an illegal detention. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt (Rurdwan Division* Non-Muhammadan Hand). 
Then, if \.»ii arr aecept.ng p whs include this clause -1 in the Dill? 

The Honourable Su* Brojendra Mitter: If tiiar he «'», what are the 
powers of the High Court 0 F am thankful to m\ Honourable friend Mr. 
Biswas for anticipating much of m\ argument Tf an order 's once passed 
under section 2 of the Bengal Act, tlicn the jurisdiction of the High Court 
is gone, section 191 or the prerogative writ of hnhrns ror/u/s or wind not 
notwithstanding 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: What about improper detention? 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: T shall deal with all the points. 
The first argument of Mr Rale-hand Navalrai is that, apart from tlie power? 
given bv section 491, the High Court lias inherited tin* hnglish common 
law powers of the Judges of the King’s Bench Division, which powers 
were exercised l>\ the Supreme Courts. This very quest'on was raised in 
a recent, case in Calcutta, and the Calcutta High Court held that, apart 
from section 493, the High Court has got no such power \nd even 
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lisbiiunny 1 }i<ii the High Courts hud sumc; such pow or jt can only bo the 
Jligh Courtb oi Calcutta, Bomba) and Madras and not the other High 
Court'., il»at is to ,su\, only tbo.se High Courts which are the successors 
oi 1 he Supremo ('mills Vm, so l.ir as Calcutta is concerned, we know 

tii<‘ Calculi a High Cotut tins held that, ap.nl trmri section 49J, there is 

HO otliur po\V or Tins plch/LMt Ur /jght ol hub* a* ru) jnh s <!</-, not exist 

m 1 he province Ml Jiein/aJ at anv »\de \\ »■ me dealing with Bengal 

del * mis So loir; tlx* detrm.- .uv in Bengal, tlx v c..mioi m> »ke any 
powm except uudei sect on -I'.H , lliev cannot invoke the pierogativc right. 
Then supj )<him Bu l',rn< ,o (h*i« mx ,»re tixuislenod to number province, 
not ni tlx town ot Ilf.ml ^ ■ v n tlx* town m W.idr.i- 'Then n m such 
place of 1 1 iti i * lei tlco* is no pi\ i •>*/ati\e is. lit \11 the poxx ■ r ^ ‘-outamed 
in section ibl Thciv - ix pn mgutixr light n \jmcr, no prt rogalive 
light an\ w 1 11 * !’* fisc i \< opt in j 1 u • low no 1 itomlcn and t!x* town >. Madras 
»<" ' >• d 1 11LT to the piesflil i|' rMH|- ThdV I ■* JIO s’lggr-tloll Uo\V <4 t’alls- 

i ei*i 'ii*f t lx **m I m*ii r a 1 di t • mi' 1*» tlx iow.joI liomh.u or tin lo' 1 li u .\Lxhu". 

Tlx*n*!o»v it i iii xi o' |e-^ ,.n ii* xlcm e ipiest.on But d anv Jionnur- 
,hlr \1 1 *i*'hi »• -,i'v that '-ui• 1 11•tin < i«#\eminent take it into tlieir head 

In tranter -.mm «>i tlx *ii X iiiin jo t|,i* town o; Bomba.' «•»“ the town of 
M .x !r i>. w Siat tixn ' T.i that m ^Ixxl m-wi*" »*- tle^ th it ' the ;>rero"H- 
|o, 1 1 di, «!'»• I e I .ill i..n \\| IX IX t t along aw a\ am power which 

in* H'Ui I'oiirt in \ i i. \« cot t|. an .*i*. oi ■ 11 t oune c\ei |.t -rctior 401 

Thu -• MOW, I* *. Ill* . t • 1 1 , th ted Tiler, ha.* vl;\ fin<i» ] ■.», ,r i it? 

A\ , II non o • ? • f ' * i x *i 1 m>b with tin- i..w cm '"\*n h\ section 1 ( M There¬ 
to', .i f l tin till about Miit'fii* '.MX.m ! ( ‘l wlrch n- not dieted 

i>. i!i . M-h 1 *.*** I ix.1 ■!, t mi an*, long* r So Sir. with regard to that 
pi i 11 • ' 1 11 \ < ' i-'ht .11 .mi?', eld I w l! l n 'I t’lki .111' ' ■»« '*e t TIX 

\ i ,\\ '.a ,i ^.*c -. ct '• M' l'.M W Mr )>'-*' a- point, il out. .l.o a III) 

sul)i 1 1 oil • 1111 1' c«>r»veth point, d *U I an or icr he math under seit.on 
*J o! tlx* r.eiic.d Vet. i lien action 101 ha- no application because, there 
the opinion of tlx* executive Government s conclusive If th.e dot*1 ion 
is justified hv th<* opinion of tlx* executive Government. the H’gli Court 
has no pir-mhot imi to interfere Then that goes What lt; left t c the 
per.ocl of arrest hefmv an order of tlx* executive Government n j'.iwd 
It .s oiil\ for that Minit period, -he it If) da\s or la da's flu* m°x.tmim 
is two months, if the powers undrr sect on 101 ho not suspended the 
detenus max, after arrest and before an order of the executive Govern¬ 
ment is passed, go to the ITigh Court Now*, look at the pmot’eal side 
of it If the policy of the measure he to substitute executive judgment 

for judicial judgment, then allowing judicial nuthoritv to override executive 
judgment .\ould he dofrafum the policy of this Bill, the poliex of the 
’Bengal Act Then*fore. h>m the view of policy. Government jannot 

J,«T, to suhstifufc ,ixl C ; .d jul-micnt for executive judgment Tp the 
limited case of arrest before the order of the executive Government . is 
passed, once the order of the executive Government is passed section 
491 automatically goes Therefore it is onlv xvhon a man is in police 
custodv but the order of the Government has not been made 

during that short period, he max gA to the High C ourt for relief under 
section 401 For what purpose 0 For the purpose of determining whether 
his arrest has heen on reasonable suspicion or arbitrary For that pur¬ 
pose onlv section 491 would he effective 

Now’ look at the risk Mr Biswas snvs there is no risk in that. He 
says all you need do is to place the facts and circumstances before the 
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High Court wliic*li nia\ support, the aricd mi I in* ground that Jt is nil 
arrest on nasonable suspicion. Mill. Sn Mr Biswas ought to know 
that placing lads and cuvumstauccs mjuiivs that \oii must also disclose 
the Sdimrs ol your mtorinatinn An aflidaut giving imonnation is worth¬ 
less unless - mi give the stance ol \our ;nlo?mation, and 1 u ill lecall to Air. 
Biswas the judgment o* Sir Lawrence Jenk ris on that point Tic ivimv. 
when Mr Biswas hght-lieartedlv sad that all that tin < v\ uti\e need do was 
to place iac*ls and circumstances Indore tlie court, hi' for»ot that it nuaiit 
disclosure ol your whole ease disclosure ol the sources ol your inlormation, 
disclosmc of thi' names o| your witnesses The \er\ nnsehiei w Inch we 
are irvin- to avoid is done Sn . to put it short l\. in the case ol detention, 
the J1 'gh t\»urt < ■nn» , t iiiterlere . m the e.isi ol anest hdeic an order is made 
the High 1 \hi rt iii:i\ mteilcie Bui in such i use ol mtirlorcncc all the mis- 
chief wild' wr lie 1 1 \ mg to a \ old wiM »n« \ '1al>lv '.nppt 11 'Ihc’doi.* Imm 
tin* pomt ol view ot pouev , it k iiiip ss,h ! i r i|a C1 • *\ •jiuim nt 1" a- "ede 
to th 1 m.iMidment imh-ss .<• ,.ic pi. p'lict p. < issiv i h« imvcrhm'U 1 
ot B ng d u I..I 1 ' t.n* .ni,.<rn^ wlidi tin* *..med »■ in • « - :• \ <p '“diling 
tile ti nvisi iuoveu>"ii1 I| Bus Hmsf . n" edv wi-'e m L»• I * • B. u : d 
ill star 'j' ng out teiroiism thin I sul>i>i t that w» >iju t>» m d.< t • ■ * u 
ineasmc an ffeci uh'iniii u»d not mi 1 11f* t 

Mr. Cava Prasrrt Singh dli./it 1 n; •"?< t - u.o.,. \n* 

Muhai unad* n> 11.Vv ,i!. d the-.- d< teiia- h> . n piov.d to he connected 

w 'll. 1 . i roi . 1 1 v ,t *’ 

Tin Honourable Sir B^endra TVLUer: ''« • 1 .\. '■ •. n i e> th 

sat j* 1 -t, * ai . A ; 1 !• - ' * - pt ' • i n -v ■ v » ni ;!«. v i< . u u 1 1 * " ’*ro\ d 

tin s,r, i t r.' i . •mi i* I «. d • * h* '» <’• . ir, «n s . ' out * • d 

Vt. S. C. V a ;-p; II.,. i. f I.i.m. n . d . •1..H1 the h 

is i. a :■« *. 1 e «si,i. i• i t i , \ *r ■ a . no ,n * ha' • i - n 

sin ' 1 i > ,»r Kil *■ • % l th. ’ 


The Honourable Sir Broiend’a Mitter: 
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m an\ p..rt ici'lm iii'mik. pow , r h**- hcen a 5 a-rd or n*.i ilnre mnv he 
differ**net* ol op.moii But what J spy is dm Th .• # » , i ; of these ex¬ 
traordinary measure' that the ivninir t»oM“m nr upon mfoimafion 
which 11 1 * • v cannot disdo-p, mid -a'ldv tlmnc-h,.. * J*. t f persons • Imfi • 
hhcrfv ■ soir.dil to he restrained. <r. tic- ho . i ntei. ds .»f tin Stah . 
are connedcd with the I* rror st movement md « an d< tained, they should 
not he l.rou'J't to t»\al. for rc ismis which on tic* last . '■cas-,,n | submitted 
t.O the House 

(At this stage Air. President vacated llic < hair v In h "as taken hv 

Sir Cowasp Jehnngir ) 
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Ms Honourable and learned 1' «‘iid, Mr. Ximtlrui’s next argument v\as 
Unit section Ml(3) was uHm vires I ma\ remind my Honourable friend 
that in I0*r» the Bengal Criminal Law Supplenicntarx Act >\a s passed 
to supplomeiii the Bengal Art ot IHt2J*. In licit A«m tlirir w.is a clause 
identical with clause I of the present Bill That law was in existence 
Ironi I92o lor lise vears liming th‘*S“ fae seat's hiindieds »,| proph were 
arrested and detained without trial I n d am one ut them r.u • i question , 
\li.it Iti I (Jit winch was reproduced hi tin suppl-aurnt.ii \ Aci <>t 1 ( W" was 

ultra vires? .... 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: U that .1 her in tc.-Miie U ii" \ *' 

The Honourable Sir Brojendia Mitter: in :.| < alcutia tin .fled 

"I ^.-/tion I * H %. i - .. an iii o iii gie.i; detail, .uim ii x.iu never 

suggested h\ :in\ lower .<nd there ; re astute lawxeis m < 'aleutta as 
then aie in Sind n.» "He t\ii thnimlu "I i.i sin L ilit eoiihnUon that 
491(11) was uUrn vm * 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: In,, d' tn II .n .uruhl. Aleinh- i was 
ap|»e inng on t he ot he! sale ' 

The Honourable Sir Brojenara Mitter: I’heiv an mam uuod luwxers 

then Mi 15- ' i w«*i ii .... \ t* i.. • p in .«. -t i.» i,i m ,t d then- wju an\- 
thing in it Apait fiuin fi..t uhetlw-j s. hioii I'.M C3) is iilha vires or 

in Ira vne s is it for Mu- Ih.n-r i > -ueinie 

Diwan Bahadur A. RamaswaMudaliar: Mu : n. ind. >-..nn hat 

11 1 < 1 w . ~ i - - t " * ■ 1 i • t. . • . i» " i 11 : 'Ii < i,i. .n 1 1 !. r . A n T'll'ii-vi 

Act »■ h-i. rh. i -i-p I.• • J "n, | . e,l l<rj.V 

An Honourable Memoer: 'n, i. . i ,i ..*i,l i > > ounni ->t 

Si e, , tl -.ed ,i 

The Honourable Sir Broicr.dra Mdtei: l 1 

Div.ir Bah»dnr A. Ran\v:v;am: Mudaliar: 'Ih^Th.e-, it 

The Honourable Sir Broiendrn Mitte*: \’i T < , « t „ th.,; 

such an Am v :i- n !"t< • **t d ,: t l '"i.*h \ ,i- ,n «"v . *i ,i c th’s 

point .1 -k ip \ i '• in 1 i>\ MW I iw \ rr t" im Knew ledge . 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraiu (Cu'iimn einn Vi/ igapatam Xon-AIuhamm nlnn 

lliiral i !h>'\ • 11 a i § • > «f th**-* d<i ‘Mi-. *nv r»eb eniitigh to l t o to a court of 

law 


The Honourable Sir Broiendra Mitter: In the e.we of fh,.-e doti ms. 

wealth i > no e*»n**ifl. • ,*i* i i?i i»i •;» is,> there are nmm enterprsing Kmv v t -r s , ho 
t lie nn Ole !■ ( 1 1 0 1 > 11 * rn fee 1 net d U< »t detain the House much 

longer on til*- id/i,f •* ■< .s .Mi'ii'r n' Wh.it I sa\ iv, til - wlntber -I 

7 litrn vire< <>r ‘////•/ , t .»• tin court to nronoiinee u ^ i - M f,.»• fhr» 

Lt'uislaltire I" I’iuiim Ml tha* the Legislature no"ds t' cnn c idcr 

ll«is. that M* -f 'on 191 (*lt en.-nd< 1 in h\ the Centr.il Lecrislaturo— 

T do mu IliinK h n i- i i 1 1 1 ‘• d •• v .‘K rene-.fi'd in 19*J") n the supple- 
monlan Ard of 19*2.*> and that is all that sought fo ho di'ne now It 
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is nothing new; if it was ultra oircs , it had the sanction of the Central 
Legislature .md has beau on (Ik* Statuiobook since, 192b. ll was passed 
bv the Com nil Legislature. 

An Honourable Member: L*»\ ihe Council <>i Mate. 1 think? 

i 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mifcter: As Member of the Council 
of State l siiould sn\ ilial the Council ot State is as mucli a part of the 
Central Legislature as this Hutu-e is. . . . 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav llkunh.tv Cinli.il I>i\Ki*iii \< ai-Muhammadan 
iiinal; '1 hat is just n. 

An Honourable Member: Win have \ou not a n >mmat<*d Prevalent 

t her■ ’ 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: tuaii-v tin n.iwt iiuimn, hut 
at the present moment that argument has no validity. 

There is oni\ one other pouit wth \dii. h 1 sh.di i| t ai II c chon 491 
is not suspended, wli.it would be the effect” I hu\e submitted already 
that to a eeilam extent w«* -hall he makma the -pc*i:d m-trum.nt which 
the Bengal \et pmudi-s uiittecln*' In < » mp.-lhiu tin* exe.uhve 

to d'si’lose till* name* ot witnesses ..ml the lmtlmds bv 1 lucii 
tern»>' 'Hi 's inane, i-uuht it is th.it h-U wlych wi s<ek to 

u\onl Ci.tier section 191, wii.u ran the High Court <\"" Cnd-*r of 

that -tv*!ion. tin* High Court can onlrr ihal the prisoner In* brought up 
befon tin* Court to be drill with according to law, that is to sa\ that 
tin |ms.an r he brought up tor trial Now. siiiei the whoh jd< a is deten¬ 
tion Without trad, that pown would certamK Ik* mronsnn nt with the 
policx nt tin* lull The next is that Mu* person m oiis!ub\ he ku at 
Jihortx. Tlmt .ig.un uouid be al soluieK menu- stent with the who!** 
pohe^ (,f tin* l»l! The Bill is a iikmoiiv tonMr.et hhert\ and not to 
set a person at Jib. rt\ The third js tliai the person be brought helon* 
the Court to be examined as a witness On that I mi assurance on 

the last occasion that ii such a contingency arises, d the High. Court wants a 
particular detenu to be examined before it the i«o\ernn cut will not si and 
:n the way. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Does it mean or not Mint tlie High Court 
kneels before the. executive there? 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: The r»<\ of section 491 deals 
with trial in one court or another. Therefore, ii cm us to this: to admit 
the operation of section 191 woo'd ]>■■ <n i«i) 11 if\ /ov hmln the effectiveness 
of the measure which the Bengal Government have passed and which the 
Bengal Government want us to supplement. The policy of this particular 
legislation, which is an unfortunate necessity, demands that Ihe opera¬ 
tion of section 491 should he suspended for the temporary per'od for which 
this measure has been passed. In this view* of the ease, I am afraid the 
Government cannot agree to letting in section 491 for ihe limited purpose, 
of examining the cases of persons under arrest before the order of the 
executive Government has been passed. To admit the operation of section 
491 in such cases would be really to destroy the effectiveness of the whole 
of this exceptional measure. 
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Mr. K. Ahmed: Sir, the amendment before the House is that clause 4 
ioe omitted from the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment (Supplementary) 
Bill of 1930. It runs, as the proposer hus said, like this, that clause 4 be 
omitted and clause o be re-numbered as clause 4. But, Sir, anticipating 
a defeat, he wants to move his next amendment, which says that clause 4 
be omitted and that this clause shall remain in force for one \ear only. 
Mr. Chairman, when the Bill was on the Legislative anvil utter the first 
stage, I interjected and pointed out to you that though this House referred 
the Bill to a Select Committee, it Came hack from the Committee even 
without the alteration of a comma or a fullstop, and the Bill was not 
altered in any wav. Now, the measure bus come back from the Select 
Committee which composed of eminent jurists iike my friend Sir Hari 
Singh Gour and Mr. lUju, even without a scratch, the Bill as it was 
ongmalh dratted has been kept on, and it lia^ come before us at. the 
second M.igo. Aft**r that preliminary stage, it was passed bv the 
unanimous vniee of tills House that it should be referred to the Committee 
and this Bill is now being taken into consideration and we find certain 
amendments Tin* question is whether at tins stage these amendments 
are worths «>1 bring considered by tins House 1 am afraid, Sir unless the 
other side want', jo give th< impiession m being less intelligent, unless the 
other Mde have forgotten their .m-iim* of duty as Members of this Assembly, 
tins House cannot possibly put up with that sort of non-sense anv further. 
(“Hear, bear” from ilu Xat/uuali-t Jicnrhrs.) I hope. Sir. BTonourable 
Members will allow mo to place my viewpoint before the House If 
Member are interfering with mv common right of speech, they will be 
losing their own prestige Allow me. therefore, to say that when the ques¬ 
tion of propriety, when the question of validity or invaliditv of certain 
amendment crops up, it is for this House to listen very carefully to what 
<*ach Member suvs and consider the whole question seriously and decide the 
matter once for all. I shall not say anything more on this 

Mr. Chairman, as you know, at the preliminary stage my friend, 
Mr. Ibiju, who is a great lawyer from Madras, said that this clause affecting 
tho liberty of the people should be omitted and, that the liberty of the 
l>eopl< should not bo curtailed as it is against the spirit of law'. Xow, Sir, 
the law should be accurate l challenge anybody here to sav if Govern¬ 
ment are not tight- m suggesting a clause like this, which has the <ame 
effect oi the saint* sum and substance as section 491 of the Indian Penal 
Code, which was amended in 1923 w r hen. in spite of this writ of habeas 
v or pus, it was extended t»> the Presidencies of Calcutta, Bombay and 
Madras, in fact it was extended to all parts of India, even to a place like 
Ajmer; that was the amendment in the year 192o passed on the floor of 
the House. Now, the question how that clause 4, which is the sum and 
substance of section 491 of the Criminal Procedure Code, remains in this 
piece of legislation. The Government think, as the Honourable the Law 
Member lias said, that on account of the terrorist movement in the country, 
they should take legal action to crush the movement and restore normal 
conditions. That is the essence, that is the object for which this piece of 
legislation has been brought forward. Mr. Chairman, when \ou were 
speaking at the preliminary stage, our party people, some of them very 
intelligent men, were quite right in asking how the sum and substance 
of section 491 can be brought by means of section 4 into this Bill, and that 
it ought to be omitted, and you yourself said that it was against the objects 
and reasons. You told me you had read the same of the original Bill. 

o 



2640 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[29th Mar. 1932- 


[Mr. K. Ahmed.] 

Sir. the objects and reasons of this Bill are clearly set out. I shall read 
to the House, as 1 interjected on the first day of the introduction, the 
Statement <>t Objects and Bensons as it then stood: 

“Clause 4 of the Bill on the analogy of section 491 |3) of the Criminal Procedure 
Code. 1(198. I»ar*s pinsdict ion under the powers cent erred hv that section ’’ 

There fore, the Government ha\e clearly set out the objects and reasons for 
this measure, that is to say, the} want to remove from the Presidency 
jails ol Calcutta, detenus to an} other adjoining provinces, and they want 
to take power t«»r this purpose m spite of section 191. That is to say f 
Government want to bring under the clutches of the law the terrorist and 
the terrorist movement \ow, 1 am not responsible for this piece of legis¬ 
lation Tt lias been brought here by the executive who had information 
from the Government ol Bengal that the} wanted to crush this movement. 

I know nothing about these terrorists. It is not in my sphere 'I hey are 
shooting people and killing people .md if that happens how can aou blame 
the (to\ eminent Do you want that there should he no law and order 0 
That. i^. the reason win the Bill contain^ clause 4 Unless \«>u give powers 
to tile police or the execuiive, how \«.ii are going to handle these terrorists 
who will not allow a witness to go to ihe witness box ( 1?? Honourable 
Member- “What do aou siu T warn to know* Avhat the Honourable 
Members on the other side think about it Let them discharge their duty 
and in\ dut\ will come next The Bill in its essence is quite right, and 
I am here to see that this piece of legislation is passed in this Assembly. 
The question is how are a on g**ing to assist the poliee and the executive 
who will arrest and detain those people \ow* m Bn gland the law is the 
same for even bod} Avhether he is a street beggar ,>r a merchant prince or u 
‘Member of Parliament Ht* has got the right enunciated b\ mv friend 
from Karachi There is recent cas r decided about three or four days ago. 
It appeared in the Statesman ny the Enalishman ot the Hindustan Times. 
There was m \onng ladv xa Th» amiv taken into custody She applied to the 
TTigh Enurt for an inquire under section 101 of the Criminal Procedure 
Code questioning the conduct of the ]->olicc in detaining her and she wanted 
her liberty because no human being can be kept within the jail precincts 
without trial 

Now*. Sir. this motion will probably be defeated and the Mover )ia,s 
another amendment restricting the operation of the elnnse for one venr 
onlv As the Law Member said if the revolutionary spirit is enishod. then 
this obmso will not he necessary. As the TTigh Court of Calcutta recently 
held, section 491 will have no application against the executive or the 
police in cases whore persons are detained without trial ’Nfnw. Sir, von 
know that section A of the Criminal Amendment Act of 192f> snvs • 

“The power of the Local Government under subjection H) of section II of 
the local Act to direct hv order in writing <*hal1 he deemed to include a power to 
order in writing made with the previous sanction of the Governor General m Council 
and Hi'h person shall be committed to custody in nnv jail in British India and for 
all or anv of the purposes of the local Act. the orders so made shall be deemed to 
be an order made under section 11 of that Act. and the provisions of thal Act shall 
apply accordingly ” 

Exactly, Sir, the Bengal Government is authorised hv that Act to detain 
anv persons and section 491 will have no application: exactly. Sir, the 
Judges of the High Court only a couple or three days ago passed that 
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order that section 401, that is, the writ of Habeas Corpus , will not lie 
against the executive in detaining these persons. My friend, Dr. De Souza, 
forgot for a moment the Statement of 'Objects and Reasons of this Bill, 
but came forward as a benefactor and put forward the plea that, well, 
under the common law in Bombay and Madras—he cited 50 Bombay at 
page 01 (V—well, there was a time when 50 Bom. applied ; probably mv 
Honourable friend was then one of the Judges, or prohubh a practi¬ 
tioner or probably one of the Sessions Judges and as such he might 
have been reading the ruling of the High Court, but may 1 ask him what 
was the state of things then when I. L. R. 50 Bombay 610 was published 
and a copv thereof was sent, to my Honourable friend for his edification, 
and experience in the matter'* What was the state of things 0 Was it the 
same ns it is to-dav in Bornbav or m Calcutta? Was there an\ applica¬ 
tion'* Could not the Judges of the Calcutta High Court read that ruling 0 
Did not the advocate acting on behalf of an applicant, who wanted a writ 
of Habeas Corpus under section 491 of the Criminal Procedure Code, against 
the jailor <>f Alipore jail, Calcutta, present an application that the person 
on behalf of the applicant should be produced before the Judges within 
such and such a time in order that, evidence might be recorded or, that in 
the alternative, she might be tried according” to law° Certainly. Sir, the 
case quoted h\ mv friend Dr Dcfvmza, hits no application to or bearing 
on the subject, under discussion That being so. I cannot help thinking 
that m\ Honourable friend. Dr De Souza, made a hopeless mistake m 
applying T I# R 50 P»om at page (.16 

1 am waiting to hear what mv friends of the Independent Party are 
thinking ah-ait the question, namelv. whether the Government is or is not 
in a position to bring into the present Bill clause 4 Sir. mv friend. 
Mr Sitiiramaraju has submitted a note of dissent and ha$ therein stated 
that section 491 is a section which could not he included in the Bil' 

(At this stage Mr President resumed the Chair ) 

Sir. to\ friend is not a T awyer, and he wants to know how that section 
491 in cbuise 1 of the Pill w'ill be included in the mam Bill To-day w* 
find. Sir, that, the Bill was perfectly right and to-day the amendment is a. 
moot question T do not know whether it will bp passed or not. passed. I 
do not mind which way the\ decide it*, but as far as the validity of the 
question is concerned, the Government arc perfectly right in bringing in 
that clause 4, because the\ wuint. to protect their police officers and the 
executive m order that 491 may not apply against the executive deterring 
the persons in question from certain crimes in the province Sir, if that 
is correct, T suppose T do not like to go any further than that, because if 
it is the decision of the Assembly then, they will decide the matter; and 
as far as I am concerned, T have gone so far and I do not like to go any 
further, except that if the Government would be right in crushing the 
terrorist movement bv bringing this piece of legislation, so that section 
491 of the Code of Criminal Procedure will have no application m order 
that sufficient, help should ho given to the executive to detain these per¬ 
sons, so that they mav not terrorise the people at large, T suppose the 
Government are on the unpopular side on account of that, because my 
friends on the opposite side may be thinking that the foundation stone 
of freedom in the country as enunciated by the British Law in England is 



2642 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[29th Mar. I9‘J2. 


[Mr. K. Ahmed.] 

being taken away, but why ? ]t should not be forgotten what are the 
circumstances to-day. There are people terrorizing the people at large, 
killing brave and meritorious and devoted and faithful servants the members 
of the 1. C. S., killing the police, killing the peaceful and law-abiding 
people in order that something in their mind may come true, in order that 
they may have the moon at once Sir, if that is the object, if that is the 
objective, then it is a good sign for these poor lads to realize that they after 
all are not so tall as to raise their little fingers and become independent in 
tho'twinkling of an eye If then the Hindu Mahasabha thinks that they 
will thus have the monopoly over all Tndia, they are mistaken. As far as 
1 am concerned, ot course to err is human, I do not think it right to go 
far as is proposed here but l am asking this, that if that is not possible 


Bhai Parma Nand (Ambnla Division : Non-Muhammadan): Why do 
you not mention the .Muslim League also? 


Mr. K. Ahmed: Sir. that is not a League wInch wants suzerainty over 
all India like the Hindu Mahasabha. 


Mr. President: Please restrict- yourself 1o the subject before the House. 

' ' i 

Mr K. Ahmed: T know this is quite relevant. is also the reference 
of my Honourable friend. T urn simply referring to the objects with which 
the terrorist movement lias come into being, and those are the vorv reasons 
why the Government have brought forward this piece of legislation in 
order to crush out the terrorist movement It is for the Assembly to 
consider whether it will pass the motion or not, but, Sir, as regards the 
propriety of tho course of action of the Government, T think they are 
justified in bringmc forward, this Bill, and T should he delighted to hear 
the Lender of the Opposition or the Deputy Leader at least in reply to the 
points T have raised in mv speech. 

Mr. S 0. Mitra: Sir, T had no mind to take part in .&he diseussion 
of this amendment because I thought, as the Honoj 7 1 ' ir t‘ r ,V‘ naw Member 
said, it dealt merely with legal matters, and the legal side my 

friend. Mr. C. C. Biswas, has dealt with the question very elaborately: 
but- yet. when the Honourable the Law Member himself wen* out of his 
wav and placed it on a political issue, T must snv something. Tn a 
constitutional Government there arc three well-defined functions, vie.. 
the executive, the judiciary and the Legislature nod all the three should 
be well balanced, and that the appropriate functions of nnv one should 
not be predominated by another. T think even in our college 

4pM * davs we read of this Now, the executive in this Government 
has succeeded in crushing the Legislature entirely. They are ruling this 
country by means of Ordinances and certification. Tbev are now making 
an attempt even to crush the judiciary. The High courts have the power 
to supervise the actions of the subordinate judiciary and to see that the 
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liberty of the people is not endangered without proper trial. I think in 
the American constitution there is provision that the head of the judiciary 
presides over the Senate when there is a trial for impeachment of the 
President. Sir, in all the civilised countries the constitution provides to 
keep the three component parts of the Government within their limits, 
but unfortunately in India the executive is all in all. Fortunately, the 
Honourable the Law Member has made that point quite clear; he "wants 
to take awaj all the powers of the judiciary. Let them say that there is 
war in the country and therefore they are ruling the country under martial 
law. Why should tin* Honourable the Law Member go out of his way 
and apologise that it is a temporary measure? They have tried these 
temporary measures now for the* last 7 years and they are now going to 
tr\ one for another 5 years, and yet they call it a temporary measure. 

1 wish however to make it quite clear again that I am not against your 
taking any steps to root out terrorism from this country. Rut my conten¬ 
tion is that by these means you cannot root out terrorism. It is not 
right that you should call innocent people “inveterate terrorists”. It 
was the Leader of the House who was referring the other day to my 
Honourable friend Mr Ghuznavi as taking advantage of the privilege of 
the Houri Sir, tin* Honourable tin* Home Member himself is taking 
this undue advantage, because T challenge him to call anv of these 
detenus inveterate terrorists out of this House, and 1 shall see how 
voon he can. go to his Scottish home without being placed before a court 
of law for libelling innocent persons Sir, it is very easy to call a man 
an inveterate terrorist and mislead this House in order to get passed 
certain laws to eradicate tin* national spirit from the land Sir, even the 
Law Member said that there m some risk in putting the detenus before 
courts of law What is the risk? You can have the trials in camera. 
There were big cases of conspiracy for waging war. etc , in Chittagong and 
oth<*r similar cases which were all regularly tried and ended in punishment. 
Yet we often hear the old argument that* if there is an open trial there is 
a danger to the witness*, and other people. My main contention is that 
the Government can devise any means it likes to eradicate the evil of 
terrorism but the method they have adopted is a wrong method. These 
measure** will not roalL help Government to root out terrorism from, 
this land 

Su, Indian people have Hie gicutest confidence in Lritish justice. 
Even that is being shaken now and thereby the very foundation of the 
British Empire is being shaken. Ilis Excellency the Viceroy is a mere 
constitutional Governor General and he is simply dittoing what is pressed 
by the Honourable Sir darner Oornr and Mr. ’Emerson It is this un¬ 
thinking Executive that is actually imdermining the foundations of the 
British Empire. Sir, up to this time, people had great confidence in 
British justice; even the detenus, excluding the very poor people, could 
run to the High Court with some hope and confidence. But I cannot 
understand the mentality of the Executive. They wish to have all the 
powers to themselves destroying the Judiciarv and the Legislature as if 
they are the only intelligent people in the whole of India. They want 
to crush the Legislature which is now a helpless bodv. Thev are also 
attempting to crush Judiciary. 1 ‘ _ 

My friend, the Deputy Leader of my Party, was referring me to certain 
passages in the Hindu about this very question of habeas corpus in the 
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‘Calcutta High Court. But I do not wish to go into the legal side of 
the question. From the constitutional standpoint, 1 say that you should 
not interfere with the Legislature or the Judiciary. As regards the 
amendment under discussion, 1 made it quite clear even when Mr. Sykes 
moved his amendment that Government are now trying to take the detenus 
out of the jurisdiction of the chartered High Courts. The Judiciary in 
these places lias not the plenary and inherent ]x>\\ers ot the chartered 
High Courts to restore the detenus to liberty even when the^ are im¬ 
prisoned illegally. So the |>owtT8 of the High Courts under Section 491 
should not he interfered with. 

Sardar Sant Singh (West Punjab Sikh) Sir, after listening to the 
debate on clause 4 of the Bill, one is tempted to say something, especially 
after the speech which has been made by my Honourable friend Mr. K 
Ahmed He is a lawyer of the Calcutta High Court (Mr K Ahmed 
questioned the pronunciation of the* word “lawyer".) All right, I will 
call him a Barrister lie tried to support the Honourable the Law’ Member 
in a uuy which should call forth from the latter tla lemark “Cod save 
me from lm friends'*. As a matter of fact, lie luis spoken -as if he 
•was a part of the pohee force. He was speaking with tlu> authority 
of a constable who is dealing with a person whom be suspects to have 
committed an offence. My friend Mr. K Ahmed m tact has pleaded 
that because the executive wants the ]x»wer, the power should b<> given 
to them. If we are ben- to give the power to the t xeeutive simply because 
they ask for it. then the sooner we disperse the better for 'all concerned. 
Sir, we are here to see that the executive do not get more powers than 
ought to be gi\cii tin in in any civilised adinmistiation. That is the 
main object of our coming here. We ate here to keep a vigilant eve 
over the executive. Tf they Ly 1u trespass upon the jurisdiction of the 

civil tribunals, it becomes our business, nay, our duty, to tell them: 
“Thus far and no further" We are of course here to strengthen their 
hands in eradicating any evil that props up its head in the country, but 
such a power must necessarily be of a temporary and emergent nature. 
Xow, Sir. the terrorist movement came into existence some time in the 
early days of the partition agitation in Bengal Since then, the Executive 
have been grasping at power after power ostensibly for the purpose of 
crushing this movement but so far it has not succeeded in doing so. 

Take, for instance, this Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act, the 

supplementary of which wc are discussing today. We know that this 

Act was first passed, rather certified, by the executive of the Bengal 
Government in 1925 Tt is seven years now, and the Government have 
not succeeded in crushing this movement. Bather whni at present they 
say is, “In Bengal we have not been able to crush this movement for 
seven years, we now want to send them outside Bengal". If in seven 
y r ears, they have not been able to crush this movement, is it not high 
lime to revise their policy? Is it not reasonable to ask them. Sir, to 
think twice before we enlarge the further powers of Government in this 
respect? They are acting in the manner that the despots of old acted. 
People suffered from a grievance, which found expression in several 
ways. Instead of taking steps to remove the cause of grievance, persons 
giving expression to the grievance were persecuted and prosecuted, which 
resulted in further intensifying the discontent. The result was that in 
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•course of time both the despot and the Empire were swallowed up by 
that grievance. Similar is the phenomenon that is being seen today 
in India. For over a quarter of a century, from 1906 onwards, we have 
been trying to crush the revolutionary movement by methods which have 
been taken objection to by all serious minded people and by those people 
who whole-heartedly co-operated with the Executive in crushing that move¬ 
ment. The Government have failed to listen to them. The Executive 
went ori in their mad career of getting more power and more powtr and 
.-still more power. If that power did not succeed, why not give a chance 
1o the other side, why not listen to their advice and try to remove the 
cause which has given rise to tins terrorist movement? The Government 
are not doing that Even now we find in the settlement <>t tli*• consti¬ 
tutional issue the agents of the Government are raising side issues, some 
safeguards, some provisions some ‘its* and some ‘huts’ always with a 
view to postponing the settlement. The real grievance of the people is 
that they are not granted libciiv in their own country, that they arc- not 
allowed to d**\elop m their own manner That is the real grievance. 
Instead ol met tine tin. real grievance instead of ivmo\iug tin* real 
grievance the Executive come forward and say “Look here, Sardar tSant 
Singh does not remain quiet, let us now' send him to jail without trial". 
They may succeed in tending Smdar Sant Singh to jail without trial, but 
fhe\ are raising a resentment and bitterness in the minds of the relations 
of Sant Singh that is hound to recoil on their own heads later on. This 
k not the wa\ of dealing with the situation What is the latest method? 
The latest method* is embodied in clause 4, and that is that the writ of 
habeas corpus should no longer he a\.lilable to the persons defamed under 
the Bengal Cnminal Law' Amendment Act There seems to be some 
confusion as t<* tin- ini|H>i1ance ol the writ ol habeas corpus in maintaining 
the rule of law in the countrv. What is the writ of habeas corpus? It 
is a redress a relii-i against the illegality committed by the* executive. 
The law is there; the law gives certain powers and defines these powers 
within the words of a section The law arms you with certain power; 
if you use that power according to the law, the writ of habeas corpus 
cannot harm you. If. on tne contrary, \ou abuse the letter of the law, 
•or pretend to use the law' against the liberty of any individual, at once 
the aggrieved party goes to the High Court makes an application for a 
writ of habeas corpus to issue, and the High Court examine* whether 
the actions of the Executive are within the law or without tile law. It 
is h matter of histon how many persons have been detained in jails and 
in lunatic asylums on the alleged ground that they were criminals and 
lunatics, how' many of them wore released later on by the High Courts 
on finding that this lunacy was not real, but it w r as only a pretence for 
detaining a man on account of fealousy or enmity of Ins enemies How 
many times has not the Higli Court set aside the order* of the executive 
on the ground that tli rt y, were illegal. Tf history abound^ in such instances, 
where the High Court has found their attitude to be illegal, is it, Sir, 
unfair to suppose that the executive commits illegal acts? What is the 
check on the high-handedness of the executive? What legal sanction do 
you give to the people for tho protection of their liberties? The only 
thing that is available for the redress of their grievances is the yvrit of 
habeas corpus Its suspension can onlv be justified by the gravest 
emergency. Either we, on this side of the House, do not understand the 
meaning of the word "emergency” or the meaning of this word ^emer- 
:gency” has been widened to such an extent by the executive in India 
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that it lias lost its real significance. The term “emergency” has been, 
utilised as a pretence for grasping more power by the executive. Similarly 
here you appeal in the name of emergency. But may 1 ask how long 
is this emergency going to last** From 1925 up till now this emergency 
has lasted, and vet- you are uot satisfied. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member should 'address the Chair. He 
is* now addressing the Members on the opposite Benches. 


Sardar Sant Singh: I hog your pardon. Sir. Llow long is this emergency 
gong to last. Sir. I ask the Honourable Members sitting on the Govern¬ 
ment Benches This state- of nftuir* has lasted tor seven years now and 
during these seven \enrs, the Government have not been able to get rid 
of this terrorist movement Now. the Government are not m a position to 
g>\<* us ;,ii\ indication as to when they are going to end this emergency. 
If it has eome to stay, as the lloumirabh the Law Member was constrained 
to admit this will go on till the terrorist movement is crushed. In that 
case, no ^uhmisv on 'v that it becomes all the more our clutv to oppose 
this measure We oppose the executive for they are not adopting a course 
which is m the best interests oi the countv\. or even in their own interests. 
The Hmiourahh the l bane Member nia\ Jeiue the shores of India one of 
these davs hut lie will he leaving behind n heritage of bitterness and 
resentment 11«- would have created a sense ut vindictiveness and a sense 
of revcngi m the' people which will not l»e useful and which will not lx* m 
the best interests of the country or <,i the administrators Therefore, my 
submission • *. that beiure thev should proceed with chime 4. and Indore 
they per- -t m keeping this clause in the Bill, they should think twice 
whether tiny arc furthering their own interests. Herein come* again the 
question whether the point that the Select Committee did not make am 
ohangt iii the B’ll should tarnish them vvitli an argument that Ibis House 
stands committed to the principle of tlie 1»• 11 This m an argument. Sir 

winch has no force at all ft is unfortunate that the Select Committee 
should not have gauged the volume of opposition in the House Tin very 
fact that thL Bill ha^ been debated lor over four or five days goes to show 
that this side of the Hoikc is verv much opposed to the principle under* 
Jy.ng tl ie Bill Tin ojdv thing which this "House now 
insists upon is that protection should he given m the detenus 
by wav of moving the High four* in eases where wrong persons 
or innocent persons have been detained without even following the pro¬ 
cedure laid down in the "Rill itself Tt is a very ordinary and simple 
method bv which the executive on the other side can please the Opposition 
by conceding this much to the Opposition Therefore T will appeal once 
more both to the Honourable the Home Member and to the Honourable the 
Law Member to reconsider their position and see if they cannot bring 
themselves to accede to the amendment for the omission of clause 4 

Several Honourable Members: The question may now* be put. 

Mr. President: The question is that the question be now put. 

The motion was adopted. 
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The Honourable Sir James Orerar (Home Member) : Mr. President, 

I have already addressed the House so many times, not only with regard 
to the general provisions ot this Bill but with regard to the specific issues 
which arse on this particular clause, that I think it is quite unnecessary 
for me to indulge in reiteration. It is less necessary since the issues 
that ha\e been raised on the debate upon this clause have been predomi¬ 
nantly ol a technical legal character. Apart from the fact that it is not 
my particular province to deal with technical points of jurisprudence, they 
have berii so completely dealt with by my Honourable colleague the Law 
Member so fully elucidated by other Honourable and learned gentlemen 
pres* nt, that J do not propose to deal with them l propose to touch only 
very briefly mi two points of what I may call the executive aspect of the 
question It has been pointed out by my Honourable colleague the Law 
Member that the most important »expect in which this amendment would 
I:uping<' upon the J» 11 and th« Act wlueli it seeks to supplement is in 
respect nj -iction *1 ot tin* local Ait. that is to say, the Bengal Criminal 
Law Amendment Act, \vhnh gi\is the police powers to detain up to a 
I.nut <>! 1 *» days and which gives the Local Government power to order 
turthci drt<nti<>ii pending tin is^u ot an order under section 2 Now, 
file point 1 L!i to make is this that the provision ,n the local Act is in 
practice 1 a ;.ri»\jsi.in of tin most vital niportance. The main purpose of 
the \ct being indeed preventive and not punitive,—as was point* d out by r 
the Law Member—one of the most important directions in winch 
prevention -night to he obtained is the prevention oi an immediately’ 
impending terrorist outmin And what has happened over and 

over again L tins that the police have obtained intimation from 

sources of i secret diameter of such an intention. The prompt arrest 
of Iwo oi three of the persons on that reasonable suspicion, which 

is refern d •«» in the Vet ha- mad*- it possible on more occns ons than 
one • < pr» v* nt the orminvu'**. ot such an outrage It is aUn of very great 
importance indeed m dealing m a puunt ve manner—apart from the actual 
comnussi,,n o, an impending or known to be impend ng outrage—with the 
newiv growing terrorist org.uus.it h ais or bvfinches. ot c\i«t'ng terrorist* 
oi ganisat ions What 1 wish to make clear o tlie House 

is that w o.it 1 ani e-*\\ urc ng upon them is not a theoretical 
pi int but .» practical one It i< a point which by experience 

has been t amd to he <>n< of the greatest importance in practice ’f this 
lonal Act is t-» }a« given effect to properly ; and it is for that reason,—re¬ 
garding it pureh from tin practical po nt of view—that we are unable to 
accept the amenduu nt t«> exclude this clause. I desire finally to point 
out that since the local Legislature and the Local Government have asked 
u r to assist them in giving effect to this Act, this is one of the most im¬ 
portant points involved and it is with regard to this particular point that 
I am part cul.My desirous that the House should discharge what I regard 
to he its dutv and its responsibility, by enabling the Local Government to 
exorcise effectively the powers under their own local Act. 


Sir, T oppose the amendment 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That clause 4 be omitted and clause 5 be renumbered as clause 4” 



S648 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


f29TH Mae. 1932. 


The Assembly divided: 


A YES-33 


Abdur Rahim, Sir. 

Azhar Ali, Mr. Muhammad. 
Bagla. Lala Rameshwar Prasad. 
Bhuput, Sing, Mr. 

Biswas. Mr. C. C. 

Das. Mr B. 

Gunjal. \lr. N. R. 

Han Raj Swarup. Lala. 
Jadhav. Mi B. Y. 

Jehaugir. Sir Cowasji 
Jog Mr S. G. 

Joshi. Mr X M 
Lahiri Chaudhury, Mr D K 
Lalchnnd Xin .lira i. Mi 
L 1 I. 1 dh. 1 r Chaudhury, Seth 
Maswood Ahmad. Mr M 
Mura. Mr. S C. 


Mudaliar, Diwan Bahadur A. Rama- 
swami. 

Munshi, Mr. Jehangir K. 

Murtuza Saheb Bahadur, Maulvi 
S.iyyid. 

Ne<>g\ . Mi K. C. 

Parma Nand, Bhai. 

Patil. R.io Bahadur B. h 
Ramj>a Iver. Mr C S. 

Bed h. Mr T X. Bamakrishna. 

San: Singh, Sardar 

Saida, Diwan Bahadur llarhilas 

Sen. Mr S C 

Shale,. I).n*odi, Mauln Muhammad. 
Sul 1 ' Mi (Java Prasad 
Sii,i) ll »nar.i|ii. Mr B. 

Thampan. Mr K P 
I'ppi Saheh Bahadui, Mr. 


NOES—63. 


Acult. Mr A S V 

Ahmad Nawaz Khan. Maior Naval 

Ahmed Mr. K. 

Allali Bak.sli Khan ■ Tnvana, Bhaii 
Bahadur Malik 
Aiiklescn i„. Mi N N 
Anzuddin Ahmad Bilgram. izi. 
Bajp.ii. Mr (J S 
Bajp.il, Mi H S 
Baneiji, Mr Bairiaravan 
Bharga\a. Rai Bahadur Pandit T. N 
Bhoie. The Honourable Sir Joseph 
Clow Mr A. G. 

^'.rigr.iM* Mr W A 

Crerai, Hie Honourable Su Jjtiio 

Dalai, Dr. R D 

Dumas) a. Mr N M ( 

Fazal Haq Piraeha. Shaikh ' 

Fox. Mr H B 
French, Mr J C 
Gidnev. Lieut -Colonel Sir lleniy 
Graham Sir J*incelof 
Gwvnne, Mr. C. IV , 

Howell. Sii E\el\n 
Ishwar^ingji. Nawab Naharsinp 
T^mail All Khan, Kumvar Ha*ee 
Jawahar Smell, Sardar Bahadur 
Sardar. { 

Lai Chand. ffonv Captain Bar. Paha ( 
dur Chnudhri 

The motion was negatived. 

Rao Bahadur B. L. Patil: Sir, the 
•name reads thus: 


Me^.w. Major General .) \V. I) 

M««ue Mr Aitliur. 

Moi jan. Mr G 

Mir imdai Sardar, (J N 

Mu iter |ee. Rai Bahadur S C 

Ni i.n. Mi J l 

No,<e Sir Fiank 

Pan.lit Bao Bahadui S R 

1'ilh.i Mr. N K 

B.iliuddm Aiimad. Khan Bahadui 
MauK l 

RisJ’mIiii Simrli. Kunwar 

B.tiio. The HonouiaMe Si f Ge-irgw 

Ha (..li Kan Bahadur M C. 

Ha,. I!,.. hJi Shall, Khan Bahadur 
Makhdum Syed 
Hai.. . Ha<> Diwan Bahadu*' V 
Ran Mr P R 
Rwn Mi T 

Sah Mi Ham Prrmhad Vir.n.in 

Saim.i Mi H S 

Schulte!. The Honouiable Su Geo'ge. 
Smt: Mr .7 Ramsay 
Sin i Muhammad Khan Gambl'd, 

Captain 

^vkes, Mr. E. F. 

Tin Tut, Mr 

W.iiihs.ddin. Khan Bahadur Had 
V»»iiiii:, XIi*. G M 


next amendment th«1 stands in my 


“That to clause 4 the following he added at the end : 

‘This clause shall be in force for one year only'.” 

My previous amendment having been thrown out, it remains for m© to 
make an appeal to this House at least to restrict the operation of the 
clause for one year only I will, however, shortly state my reasons as 
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to why 1 am moving this amendment after having failed with regard to 
mv first amendment. My first reason is this: that we are on the eve of 
institutional reforms, and it would he unfair and unwise on our part to 
legislate for a period for which the operation of this clause will he extended. 
We are all hoping that tremendous changes are going to happen. In these 
i-rciimstrttires I think that it would he wise on our part to limit the operation 
oi tlm clause only lor one \ear. 

My second reason tor pressing this amendment lor the acceptance of 
this House is tlm ot course it is said hi high authoritative quarters that 
when the State is in danger the high prerogative writ of huhra* corpus 
mu\ he suspended, hut n should he suspended only for a short linn .md 
for a limited period and that should he done onl\ by the Legislature. 

J do n«>t Know e\arlh where that has been si'd, hut I rememher that 
»* tin* proposition laid down 1 . \ Lord Shaw m one of his judgments, and 
he has (plot imI 1 1 • >iii Ulael^tom Tliut is m\ second reason whv the 
operation ol this elaiiM should h< restricted to uni year <»nl\ , uid I 
! take all appc.d to tli - Ib'li-i 

An Honourable Member: Make \our apjual to tin* other side. This 
side is always with you 

Rao Bahadur B. L. Patil: i main my appeal butli to tin- side as well 
as the <*llnr becan-e ] m,u ;li. t m. ny Honourable Members will not be 
in the r seat - at tin* t. u . .1 Noting l’n» these two reasons I move this 
amendnunt 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: Mr President, tin Houourable 
gentleman wla. ha- nn»\td tin- unendment had two main grounds: in 
fact two soli Lgoundx a- 1 understood him, tirsi that India is on the 
eve oi lug constitutional reforms liU \ second any suspension ol the 
Itabrns corpus powers ot the High Court should only he for a veiv limited 
period 1 !i <\« i gn it dial *m s\mpath\ with both ot iho-** points of view. 
Hut what ! \\ouM a-k t»»• • House to regard is the pract’cal aspect of the 
businex- In tin fir-4 in-tann . a proposal «*) iln- kind will not he reason¬ 
able unless \\e had some reasonable prospect *liat tile exceptaiil.tl condi¬ 
tions wlnih h ijii n e\n ptioiial legislation are reasonabh likel\ to be ter- 
ininatcd \\ ,, hin om* scar Seemidh, 5 t l-obvou-h a m.ittei of the greatest 
important* that tin* -uppb mental-' legi-iat on should he co-extensive and 
co-tenmnous m tutu* with tin* Leal Bill which it proposes to supplement. 
Tf withn tli«’ p« Mod which the local Act ha*- -till to run condition* did 
improve so much d the terrorist inmemcnt in Bengal became extinct, 
then ol)\ious|\ the conditions necessitating the legislation would have 
ceased, and 1 li.i\e iin mama r of doubt that the local Legislature w T ould 
repeal its own enactment and <»ur own supplementary Act could cease to 
operate I» nt till those conditions are realised, I do not th nk it is reason¬ 
able lor the Honourable Member opposite to expect us to accept- an amend¬ 
ment limiting the operation of this important operative elause winch the 
House has already repeatedly accepted, to one year. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That to clause 4 the following he added at the end : 

‘This clause shall lx> in force for one year only*,” 

The motion was negatived. 
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Mr. President: The next amendment is from Mr. Sitaramaraju. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju: Sir, I move: 

“Hint to cluu*e 4 the following piv\lau he added—‘Provided, how©\ei, that 
the procedure laid down m tile Act has. been complied with’.** 

i 

In moving this amendment it is not necessary for me to speak at any 
great length, nor it is necessary for me to refer to the inherent powers of 
the High Courts after tlu* very elaborate discussion we have had on the 
subject. M\ amendment, as 1 have just now read, does not seek to 
modify am of the provisions of the Bill itself notwithstanding the fact 
that it is a proviso, because the proviso sa\s, you can have the Act as 
you will, and if \ou must ha\e this drastic legislation, have it. by all 
meaii^, but if \ou want, to have this legislation, then give a guarantee 
to the people that, in case even this lawless law is not complied with, and 
if there lias been a detention illegally made under the colour of this Act, 
there is a provision in the law* itself to safeguard the citizens from such 
illegal detention That N mv proviso, and the?*efore T do maintain that 
the proviso does not modif\ am of the provisions of the Bill itself notwith¬ 
standing the fact Hint it is a proven. If onlv seeks to show* that bv 
barring legal proceedings which you want under clause 4. we, should he 
assured that, in ease the procedure laid down in the Bengal Act. has not 
been complied with, there will he available to the citizen the remedy 
provided under section 491 of the Criminal "Procedure Code. One would 
have thought that there could he no possible objection on the part of 
Government to ;i proviso like this, because the Government have the 
legislation they want: and T do not think that an\ reasonable man on the 
'Government Benches can contend that there should also he a power 
reserved to the executive to exceed the hounds of law. \otwithstanding 
the vorv pointed questions asked h\ our Deputy Bender. Sir Cowasji 
•Tehnngir. and hv our Leader. Sir Abdur TJahim carliiron this debate, the 
Honourable the Home Member would nr4 m11»>w himself to he drawn out 
on that dnv We wanted wry much to know* what possible objection 
there conld he for Government to accept a provision like this. The, ques¬ 
tion was specifically asked and the Honourable flu* Home Member, if I 
remember aright said that he would disclose his views on the matter 
onH when this amendment wa> moved But the Law Member was not 
silent likewise Sir. I must at this stag*- consrr.itulate, the Honourable the 
La^v Member for the von refreshing candour with which he dealt with 
the subject and T must also congratulate another gentleman on the Gov¬ 
ernment Benches,—rnv Honourable friend Dr DeSouza, for llm \erv 
correct view he has taken in the matter 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: And the great Barrister Mr Kabirnddin Ahmed? 
(Laughter ) 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju: What does that show 0 I am using almost the 
exact words of the Law Member. He said that the whole clause is revolt¬ 
ing to him as it would be to anv lawyer. All the implications involved 
in it arc revolting to everybody who is fed on English jurisprudence, 
equity and common justice. Therefore, I am really thankful to the 
Honourable the Law Member for the candour with which he has stated 
the position, namely, that he is guided more by a policy to enact this 
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legislation than by reason. He said that the purpose of this Bill is to 
substitute the executive will for judicial judgment. I may be permitted 
to say. Sir, with equal candour that if there is any gram of self-respect 
on this side of the House, then we should not be a party to a thing which 
seeks to substitute executive will for judicial judgment. But I do sympa¬ 
thise with the Honourable the Law Member because he L quite helpless 
and because he is guided by a policy over which he candidly said he has 
no control. However, Sir. in sympathising with him, I cannot but express 
my regret that, great lawyer as lie is, the Honourable the Law Member 
has advanced an argument which, I am sure, he w’ould on reflection find 
that it is not at all an argument that he of all people could have or 
should ha\e advanced H<- said that if the detention is legal, the High 
Court will not interfere: it the detention is illegal, then there is nothing 
that ean prevent the High Court from interfering. And before* I deal with 
the specific points raided by him I must now’ refer to another remark 
which he made earlier m the debate. It- is with reference to the opinion 
expressed hv Sir Albnli KiKhiinsw.uin \iyer—another great lawyer from 
Madras—on this? pnukion in the Thll Honourable Members of this House 
are perfectly aware tint the Honourable the Law' Member has himself 
quoted with approval the remark* of {sir Alladi KrMmacwnmi Aiyer, the 
Advocate Cl on oral of Madras, on the point. 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: M ill you please raise your voice; 

T find it very difficult to hear you. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju: ITe read the references to the regulations under 
section 4^1 Criminal Procedure Code which wore made in that opinion 
T would like to quote the following few' lines from Sir Alladi Krichnaswami 
Aivcr's opinion: 

”Tf the conditions nf ilu* statute nre satisfied. the detention is usuui and the 
Hitfli Court will not e\ern*»e the jmisdict ion under hpetjon 491 of the ( i irmna] Pr > 
nedtire Code If, on the other hand, the detention is unlawful because the condi- 
tions of the Statute ha\e not been fulfilled or the order ha« nor been ousted ,-ave bv 
the proper authority, there is no leasori why the subject should be denrned of his 
remedy under section 491 and ’lie oppoitunity' of obtaining relief m any part of the 
British Kmpire.” 

In view of the approval with which the Law’ Member ha^ quoted Sir 
Alladi Krishnaswarni Ai\er, 1 hope the same approval w’ould be accorded 
to this winch 1 consider to he the important relevant operatixe portion of 
his opinion on tin* question before us, although he stated in that paragraph 
that the onlv redeeming feature of this objectionable law is that it was 
once allowed to he incorporated m a similar wav. I do not think that 
can be cited as an argument which wa- advanced by* Sir Alladi Krishna- 
sw'ami Aiyer in favour of the clause This is all that was said, and that 
was the portion quoted by the Law Member. Here it is: 

"T realise that thorp i« this thing to bp said in favour of thp retention of clause 
4, t-hat. section 491 already contains a provision to the effect that the temedy under 
the section is not available to persons detained under certain regulations, and so 
forth.” 

This was quoted as Sir Alladi’s approval in answer to the point which 
■was then raised hv Sir Cowasii Jehnnpir. Reading the whole paesage, 
even the Law Member with all the brilliancy of the advocacy which he 
can bring to hear upon it cannot mate it other than a mere commonplace 
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of advocacy on liis part. Further, the Honourable the Law Member 
made mention about the sanction of this Legislature. This House never 
sanctioned it, and if the Council of State sanctioned it we know whai 
the Council of State is composed of. 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: 1 protest against it. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju : Coming to that point that if the detention ia 
lawful, then the High Court will not interfere and if the detention is 
unlawful, then the High Court, cannot he prevented. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: Will the Honourable speaker speak 
a little louder 0 Wo find it difficult to follow him 

Mr. President: The Chair also finds it difficult to follow* the Honour¬ 
able Member. 


Mr. B. Sitaramaraju: l am *.om I lia\e been ineon\eiiieueing Honour¬ 
able Members If the detention is legal, then the High Court cannot 
interfere This is correct proposition with which wo have no quarrel. 
As regards the other that if on the other hand the detention is illegal, 
then tin* High Court cannot la* pre\eiited from interfering 1 would like to 
say tL.it this requires some more elabnr.de t \phmation than what the 
Honourable the Law Member has given If I remember aright, he was 
advancing the argument in answer to Tm mend Mr Xavalrai that the 
powers of a High Court are no umir than tie powers mentioned under 
section 401, and therefore if we are to be deprived of the powers vested 
in us under section 401 we are depriv* d of all But if tin* general rights 
and privileges of the High Court are untouched and real, clause 4 itself 
would be without, any effect The Honourable ihe T,aw r Member said, 
referring to ihe Calcutta ease be mentioned the other din. that those 
powers are rendered ineffective In these provisions 1 submit that the Hon¬ 
ourable the Law Member cannot have it both wn\s To put. it in another 
wav it must be admitted, and I think that is suffieiontlv admitted by the 
Honourable the Law' Member himself, that in eases where there lias been 
illegal detention, even under the colour of this \et then it is right that 
the victims of that illegal detention should be provided with some remedy. 

1 think therefore that it can be assumed that illegal del cut inn requires 
to be provided against Section 401 is a rcmedi If the’ me deprived 
of that there must be a remedy available Now' admitting that there 
is a remedy available to a person illegally detained somew'here in law, 
then I w T ould like to ask where L this remedy to be found if we are 
deprived of section 401, for under sub-section (h) of section 40T there is 
a specific provision made that the High Court would interfere wdiere there 
has been n ease made out of illegal fVletontion Thai being so, it is 
incumbent upon the Law' Member to tell us for if these powers under 
section 401 are to be barred under clause 1 there must be n remedy 
available to a citizen to safeguard against that illegal detention. To mv 
mind there is none. If there is one elsewhere, section 401 would not 
specifically provide a remedy for illegal detention. Tf there is illegal 
detention, then sub-section (b) is the only provision applicable. Now. if 
the whole of section 401 is taken awns and debarred from being used, 
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then there must be another power vested somewhere. The Honourable 
the Law Member has not told us where that power exists. If I remember 
aright, in the course of the discussion on the last clause, he said that 
the general powers of the High Court could be made available for that 
purpose. If that i- correct. then it would be open to the same objection, 
which the Honourable the Law Member lnmselt raised for rejecting clause 
4. Therefore the position comes to this, this proviso is either necessary 
or not neeessmy. If it is necessary, then we must certainly have it. 
Assuming for tlm moment that it is not necessary and that there is a 
power reserved for the people elsewhere by which they can take action 
for illegal detention under this Act, assuming that such a power exists, 
which I deny, then this proviso could be considered at the w r orst only 
superfluous May T respectfully ask the Law’ Member whether, by adding 
a proviso which c- not objectionable on the ground that people illegally 
detained under the Act should be provided with a proper remedy, if it is 
only superfluous it would offend the aesthetic sense of the draftsman 
of the Government who has drafted this Bill to add a proviso like this, 
and that, a serious doubt has arisen and the point has been argued on the 
floor of the House hv Honourable Members who are acquainted with the 
practice and procedure of law in this country. 

Then there is another point Taking the question also on its merits, 
wdiaf i- thk utter all which w<- waul *' We say. let the Government have 
this law. drastic a- it is. but let us have the proviso also, which says that 
e\ * *u this law h -ss. l.iw sh"iild be complied with and whete it is not a 
romed\ slii mid be made a\ nibble t<» the people. Is it the contention of 
the Government that even if action is illegally taken under this Act by 
officials, thev should have their own wa\ ? If that were the contention, 
then I would respectfully ask the Home Member as well as the Law 
Member “\Yhv lia\e tin- Ait at all*'” T would tell them. “Suspend 
all law's altogether for the matter of that”, because if it is the wish of the 
executive that no law should be respected hv their officials, w’ith w'hat 
dfeenev can nn\bod\ sav that there should he any laws at all 7 Let them 
ride without laws and suspend rd| law- Sir. in ni\ bumble opinion T think 
thnfc this proviso is the ne»d tost of the hnva fflrx of the Gov- 

*' PM * eminent (Hear bear), ns to whether, under the subterfuge 
and colour of thi** Act the\ want their subordinate officials to take the 
law into their hands and do whatever tho t \ please, w'ithout there being 
anv remedy available to the party aggrieved, without there being any right 
available to the ordinary citizen to question the vagaries of the Govern¬ 
ment’s subordinate officials 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: You can see the Honourable the Home Member. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju : Sir. in all fairness to the Honourable the Law 
Member it must be said—to use his owm w’ords—that the whole thing is 
revolting from the point of view of a lawyer to him ns well as to all of 
us To ns it is oven more so. and T would respectfullv request the 
Honourable the Law Member Tint to let. the Government stultify them¬ 
selves by taking shelter under the proposed legislation without offering a 
remedy even when their subordinate and higher officials have exceeded 
and abused the powers given to them by this House. 

Before T conclude, T w’onld like to sav one thing more, and that is 
this. In the course of the Budget speech the Honourable the Finance 
Afemher the other dnv accused mv Honourable friends from Bombay of 
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sujrtaining a passion for self-inflicted injuries*. Since then 1 have dis- 
cwered that the malady is not confined at all to Bombay but it has been 
creatin'* ravages in the ranks of the Goa eminent themselves. 

» 

Mr. S. C. Mitra: That is also from Bomba} ; Sir James Crerur is a 
Bombay Civilian. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju: Sir. these Ordinances, these drastic Laws, what¬ 
ever may be the hardships that they entail on the people, however much 
the people suffer, ultimately recoil on the Go\ eminent whieh promulgates 
them. I say. Sir every lathi blow given, every drastic legislation under 
the colour of law. even with the sanction of the Legislature like ours, 
that has been made here, is injurious to the prestige, good name and 
authority of the Government themselves If not now, at least in the days 
to come it must recoil, and therefore I would sa\ that that passion for 
self-inflicting injuries ascribed to the Bombay people is more in evidence 
here with the Government than it is anywhere else Sir, I move. 

The Assernblv then adjourned till Eleven of tin Clock on Wednesday, 
the 30th March, 1932 
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Tin* Ashfinbh in**! m the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at 
Eleven of the ("lock. Mr President in the (’hair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Claims of British and Indian Seamen in Bombay. 

1063 *Mr. B. Das: (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether 
there was imv correspondence between the Government of India and the 
Government of Bombay m regard to the equitable distribution of the 
sale proceeds of the Koval Alfred Sailors’ Home, Bombay, between the 
claims of British and Indian seamen? 

(/») If the* answer to part, (a) be in the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to state how the claims of the British and Indian seamen out of 
the above sale proceeds'were ultimately adjusted? 

(ej If the answer to part (a) be m the negative, will Government be 
pleased to slate whether they propose to see to an equitable distribution 
of the sum of Its 4,41,375 between the claims of European seamen and 
Indian seamen? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) A letter received from the Indian 

National Steamship Owners* Association m regard to the disposal of the 
sah* proceed* of tin* hmlding of the lunal Alfred Sailors' Home was the 
subject of correspondence between the Government of India and the Gov¬ 
ernment of Bombay 

(b) From the information available, it appeared that the Bombay 
Seamens Soeief\ with which the* Bombay Sailors* Home Society (which 
administered the llo\;d Alfred Sailors * Hone ' was amalgamated, w*as 
under no legal obhgapon to contribute any part, of the sale proceeds towards 
any object connected with the welfare of Indian seamen. The Society 
however, made :» \oluntar\ donation of Ks 1 lalch towards the construc¬ 
tion of the building of the Indian Sailors’ Home recently opened at 
Bombay. 

(V) Does not arise 

Nomination of Indian Christi yns as Members of the Ajmer Munich*ad 

Committee. 

1001. *Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Is it a fact that the Indian Christians 
form a very small minority of the population of Ajmer? 

(b) Is it also a fact that three Indian Christians have been nominated 
as members of the Ajmer Municipal Committee this year? 

( 2655 ) A 
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(c) If so, will Government state why no representatives of the Sikhs 
or Parsis—other minority communities—are not nominated? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: With your permission, Sir, 1 propose to answer 
questions Nos. 1004, 1(Km and 1000 together The information ib being 
collected and will be given to the House in due course. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: Max I r.sk, ISir, whether Government will also call 
for information as to how mam labour members there are on the Ajmer 
Municipality, and whether in view' of the fact that Ajmer is a very im¬ 
portant labour centre. they will also see that one labour member is ap¬ 
pointed on the Ajmer Municipality 7 

Sir Evelyn Howell: Does that question arise, Sir 9 

Nomination of a Mussalm an as a Member of the Ajmer Mi’nicipai, 

Committee. 

f 1005 *S&rdar Sant Singh: (a) Will Government inform the House on 
w r hafc principle was a Mussulman nominated as a member of the Ajmer 
Municipality? Is it a fact that a number of sweats are reserved for Mussul¬ 
mans by election to the Municipal Committee? 

(b) Is it a fact that the nomination of Hindus as members h»^ been 
stopped? If so, on what grounds is this done m the case oi Mussulmans? 

Non-Nomination or a Member of the Depressed Classes to the 
Ajmer Municipal Committee. 

f 1060. *Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Is it a fact that the depressed classes 
of Ajmer made a representation to the Commissioner of Ajmer for nomina¬ 
tion of one of their community on the Committee? 

( b ) If so, what were the reasons for the rejection of their implication? 

Recruitment of Sikh Packers and Postmen in the Delhi 
Head Post Office 

1067. * Sard&r Sant Singh: Is it a fact that there is no Sikh postman 
and packer in Delhi Head OiTicc and its town sub-oflices? Are Govern¬ 
ment prepared to call for the explanation of the ollicial concerned 
w r ho had ignored Government orders repeat edl\ issued in connection with 
the recruitment of I he ni'iiontx communities* 1 Do Government propose 
to issue instructions to the ollicers in charge of recruitment to appoint Sikhs* 
in future till the number of the Sikh community is fully completed? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: With your pcrmis>mn. Sir, 1 pro¬ 
pose to take questions \os 1067. 1068 and It Hitt together Kach of these 
questions contains the suggestion that in making appointments in cerium 
offices a certain reservation should be made m favour ot members ol tbe 
Sikh community The steps taken by Government m securing repi(-rota¬ 
tion of minoritx eommuniiies (including Sikhs) in all services in the Posts 
and Telegraphs Department are as already staled in the rcplv given to the 
Honourable Member's own starred question No 728 in this House on tilt* 
9th March, Government regret that thr\ cannot take any further 

steps specially in favour of the Sikh community 

tFor answer to this question, *** answer to question No. 1064. 
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Recruitment of Sikh Clerks in the Delhi Head Post Office. 

T1068. *Sardar Sant Singh: Is it a fact that the number of the Sikh 
clerks in the Delhi Head and town sub-offices and in the R. M. S. 
D. Division is very poor? If so, are Government prepared to issue neces¬ 
sary instructions to the Postmaster, Delhi, and the Superintendent 
R. M. S. D. Division to recruit members of the Sikh community in future 
to give them their proper share? 

Appointment of Sikhs as Sub-Postmasters in Delhi. 

flOOO. *Sardar Sant Singh: Is it a fact that there are 21 sub-offices under 
Delhi Head Post Office and members of the following communities are 
working as Sub-Postmasters (12 Hindus, eight Muhammadans, and one 
oikhjir Are wovt-rnuicnt ^rtparea u. i?siic necessary instructions to the 
official concerned to poM ut leaM 3b per cent members from the Sikh com¬ 
munity to work as hub-Post masters to give a proper share to the minority 
communities ( 

Peoistr \tion of Partnership Firms under the Income-tax-Act. 

1070. *Sardar Sant Singh: fa) Is it a fact that Income-tax Officers 
refuse to register partnership lirms under nection 2 (14) of the Income-tax 
Act? 

(b) Hu\o nn\ rules been framed for the guidance of the Income-tax 
Officers? If so, will Government kindh ln\ such rules on the table 0 

(r) Tf not do Government propose to make rules for the guidance of 
Mich officers ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: («) The implication of the question 
as put is cert anil \ not correct Recently one case has been brought to 
the notice oi the (Yntrul Board of Revenue in which it was alleged that 
an Income-tax Officer had incorrect 1\ refused to register an instrument of 
partnership, under section 20-A of the Indian Income-tax Act, **922 Th( 
Board has called for a report in regard to it. in order to see whether the 
order was as a matter of fact incorrect. 

(b) Ye*, Statutory rules 2 to 6 framed under the Indian Income-tax 
Act (pages 05-07. Income-tax Manual. 4th edition' There are also some 
executive instructions in paragraph III of the Instructions appended to the 
Income-tax Manual, a cop\ of which will bt found in the Library. 

(r) Docs not arise. 

Substitution of Aik Force Units m>r Army Units in the Defence of 

the Frontier. 

1071 *Mr. Arthur Moore: Will Government please sa\ : 

(a) why the report of the Howell Uonunittec on the possibilih of 
substitution of Air Force unit** for Armv units in tlu j defence 
of the Frontier lias riot been published: 

(/>) whether the finding** of the Gommittee were unanimous md 
(c) whether it is proposed to give effect to them 0 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) The Committee was appointed to consider the 
whole question of frontier tribal control and defence in all its .aspects, one 

tFor answer to this question. answer to question So J067 

A 2 
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of which was the possibility of the extended use of the air arm. As regards 
the publication of its report, the attention of the Honourable Member js 
invited to the reply given in the Assembly to starred question No. 284 
asked by Mr. S. C. Mitra on the loth September last. 

(b) The Committees findings were unanimous oil all the questions re¬ 
ferred to it. 

(c) The only definite recommendation for air substitution put forward 
by the Committee was the reduction of certain army unit on the assumption 
that a Heavy Transport Squadron would lie added to the strength of the 
Iioyal Air koreo by 1983-31. Owing to financial circumstances it is not 
possible to proceed with the formation of a Heavy Transport Squadron at 
present Some of the reductions recommended by the Committee have, 
however, been carried out, and others are still under consideration. 

Mr. Arthur Moore: If one of the arguments for the provision of the 
Heavy Transport Squadron was that it would lead to economy, may 1 ask 
why financial stringency should prevent the ordering of the Heavy Trans¬ 
port Squadron? 

Mr. G. M. Young: The formation of a Transport Squadron would involve 
initial expenditure of certainly not less than half a crorc, and its main¬ 
tenance may be taken roughly as equivalent to tlu* maintenance of three 
Battalions of Indian Infantry. It is not until economies ran be effected 
which would make good that, expenditure that it would pay to } rocecd with 
the formation of a Heavy Transport Squadron 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Is it. not. a fact that the Howell Committee 
suggested a saving in expenditure on ground troops and an expansion of 
the Air Force on the Frontier as a measure of defence? 

Mr. G. M. Young: I have already given the only definite recommenda¬ 
tion for air substitution in my answer. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Would not the recommendation of the Howell 
Committee, if given effect to, have resulted in a saving of expenditure on 
the Frontier defence? 

Mr. G. M. Young: It is a matter of opinion whether air substitution 
will result, ir an appreciable net saving. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: My question was if the recommendation of 
the Howell Committee is given effect fo, will it not result in a marked 
saving in the expenditure on the defence of the Frontier? 

Mr. G. M. Young: I must ask for notice of that question. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Is it not given in the first part of the question? 

(No answer.) 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Do the Government of India agree to the recom¬ 
mendation that the ground forces should be replaced gradually by air forces? 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


Mr. G. M. Young : I do not know to what recommendation my Honour¬ 
able friend is referring, but as was stated by the Foreign Secretary in reply 
to the question on the 15th September last, the report contains a good 
deal of information the publication of which is not in the public interest 
and so it has not been published. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Do Government propose to publish it? 

Mr. G. M. Young: No, Sir. 

Abolition of the Lowest Selection Grade Examination for the 

1 > ost Office. 

1072. *Mr. Uppi Saheb Bahadur: (a) Is it a fact that a departmental 
examination, called the Lowest Selection Grade Examination, was held in 
the Post Office in the years 1029 and 1030 according to the rules con¬ 
tained m Director General’s Special General Circulars No. 22, dated the 
16th October. 1020, and No 16, dated the lBtli August, 1930, and in the 
Post and Teh graph Manual, Vol IV? 

(h) Ik it a fact tli.it it was definite!\ stipulated m these rules that the 
♦ xamiuatioii would b«* In-Id amiualJv and that all promotions from the 
ordinal \ t nne-scalc of pa\ to tin Lowest* Selection Gmde would !>♦* made 
only from the passed officiate? 

(') N u a 1 iet that tin* Diit-ctor <Miier.il. 1 tests and Telegraphs, lias 
MH( e abolished this examination In his Special General Circular No 46, 
dated the 3rd March. 1932** 

[d) Jf the leplv hi pan im above be m the affirmative, will Government 
please slate the reasons which actuated them to introduce the examina¬ 
tion? 

(<■) Tf the ivph to part (< ) above be m tin affirmative, will Government 
please give the reasons which have now led to the abolition of the examina¬ 
tion ? 

(/) Is it a fact that Sir H N Mitra the then Honourable Member in 
charge of the Industries and Labour Department, announced that the 
examination was necessary as a haste for selection of officials for promotion 
to the lowest selection grade post*-, and as a remedy fra* meffioioncv and 
favouritism ? 

(fj) Tf the reph to part [f j lu in the affirmative, will Government please 
state lla reasons vhieh have led them to dt pan from their own prin¬ 
ciple and wdietlier the abolition of the examination is accompanied b\ some 
safeguards which will not again make room for the evite which it was 
designed to combat ? 

Mr. T. Ryan: (at, (b) a ml (< j Yes 

(</) and (<) The I lommrahle Member k n fenvd to m i» idles to the 
supplemental^ questions aAed b\ Dr Taauddin Ahmad in cimncet’on with 
Mr. S C Mitra*s starred question No, 79*2 in this House on the 14th 
March, 193*2. 

( f ) Government havi no! te «*n able to ti.m . n\ announcement of the 
kind to which the Honourable Member refers 

(</) Does not arise, but the point which the Honourable Member has 
in mind will not be overlooked. 
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Promotions to the Lowest Selection Grade in the Post Office. 

i 

1073. *Mr. Uppi Saheb Bahadur: (a) Arc Government aware 

that while some of the officials who passed the Lowest Selec¬ 
tion Grade examination in the \eurs 1020 and 1030 have already 
been confirmed m the selection grade, others are officiating in the grade, 
by virtue of (he rules framed h\ Government and many more are still 
in the waiting list in the Calcutta General Post Office? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Director General, Posts and Telegraphs, has 
laid down in his Circular No. 40, dated the 3rd March, 1932, that with 
effect from the loth March, 1032, all promotions to the lowest selection 
grade will he made from amongst senior official* who lum* known capa¬ 
bilities and past good records irrespective of whether they have passed the 
selection grade examination or not? 

(c) Is it the intention of Government to revert the passed officials who 
have long been officiating in the grade and bring in the officials who failed 
to pass or did not appear at the examination? 

(<I) Is it the dos ro of Government that the passed officials who have 
not vet been continued in the lowest selection grade are to receive 
differential treatment from those who have already been confirmed 41 

(r) If flu* repl\ in part fr> lie in the mgatne, wdl Co\ i riinieiii plea.M 
state llow flies prop .se to s .h _ui.,rd tile mtdiMs ..f the parsed official-, 
so long borne on the waiting list 4 * 

if) Are Governuit n; ,»waiv that 1 1 m • !*. M ma»tei G* nei.d, lieng.d .md 
Assam, allowed a l.uge number of jiiKts m the -election gr.ule to remain 
vacant, to the detriment of passed nffieials'’ 

Hr. T. Ryan: (,/j Yes. 

(M Yes, except in the case of promotions to the post-- of Inspectors 
and Postal Dmsional Head Clerks and of Accountants and Assistant 
Accountants in the Lowest Selection Grade 

(r) The revised procedure will not affect the officiating arrangements 
made prior to.its introduction 

( d) As the passing of the examination was not the onlj condition for 
promotion and as seniority of passed officials for purposes of promotion was 
based on their seniority in the general gradation list, irrespective of the 
date of passing the examination, no question of differential treatment 
appears to arise. 

(e) It is considered that the interests of all concerned will he protected 
by the measures referred to in parts ( b ) and (c). 

(/) Yes, m view' of possible retrenchment of such posts # 

Expenditure incurred in Conducting the Lowest Selection Grade 
Examination tn the Post Office. 

1074. *Mr. Uppi Saheb Bahadur: Will Government please lay on the 
table a statement showing the detailed expenditure <he\ incurred in con¬ 
ducting the Lowc-t Seh ct ion Grade Kxainjnat ;on in the \ear- 1929-30" 

Mr. T. Ryan: The information has not been compiled and the prepara¬ 
tion of a detailed statement would invoh.* an e.\pi ndi! nre, lime and labour, 
out of proportion to the advantage to he gamed 
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Overtime Allowance paid for Sorting English Mail. 

1075. *Mr. Uppi Saheb Bahadur: (a) 1 b it, a fact that the sorting of 
the Inward English mail was hitherto done by staff on overtime allowance 
in Calcutta, Bombay, 11 an goon and other important stations? 

(b) Are Government aware that the Postmaster (General, Bengal and 
Assam, has withdrawn overtime allowance from some of ihe ofln iaK work¬ 
ing in connection with the sorting of English mail and also reduced the 
rate ? 

(e) |la\e <io\eminent authorised lla I’o-.tm.ister Central to do «o? 

(</) ff not, will Government pleriM* state the reasons win this was 
done ? 

Mr. T. Ryan: \\ «th \ou.* pt nm*-siun. Sir. 1 shall to deal with questions 
Nos 1075, 1()70 and 1077 together. 

Infonn.ition m leaped of the \arnuis points is being collected and will 
be pi,iced on the table of the House 

Ovkktiml Allow w!-: pun for Soptim, Em i.ish Mail. 

fjoTt) *Mr. Uppi Saheb Bahadur: oi) Are Government aware that the 
Postulating General. Bmgal and Ass. cm, lnisdireiod the Presidents Post¬ 
master. Bengal, to select auxiliary ■» irom some fh-partnu nts of the Calcutta 
General l’<>o OlVice and .ill lion-dehu r\ Town Sub-Office^ and to direct 
them to work on Sunda\. m eoniieetion w oh the English mol without over- 
time allow am e° 

(/») N it a tact that the Dimetoi Gtneial. I’osK and Tt legraphs issued a 
Circular directing the otiin rs oi the Department i*» allow the stuff as 
mut h relaxation as possible on Sunday, and Po-t Office Holidays? 

(r) If the repl\ to pait (hi he in the affirmative, will Go\eminent please 
state masons wh\ the Post Master General has curtailed the concession 
hitherto enjoyed by them? 

Overtime Allowance paid for Sorting English M.atl. 

+ 1077. *Mr. Uppi Saheb Bahadur: {a) Will Government please say whe¬ 
ther the Postmasters General of other Provinces have issued orders to 
draft auxiliaries from the Department and non-delivery Town Rub-offices 
and to compel them to work m the foreign mail section on Sunday without 
any overtime allowance ? 

( b) If the reply to part (a) he in the affirmative, will Government please 
state in detail the procedure adopted m those Provinces? 

Introduction of Lower Division Clerkships in the Postal 

Department. 

1078 *Mr. Uppi Saheb Bahadur: (a) Ts it a fact that Government 
have accepted mam recommendation* of the Posts and Telegraphs Re¬ 
trenchment Committee and decided to introduce hwver division clerkships 
in the Postal Department’* 

(b) If so. will Government pl« ,i*e Mute whether onleis have been issued 
to give effect to the scheme‘ f 


+For answer (<> this ntnwiior nn-\w»r 10 fin**-** >«»ii No 1075 
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(c) If the reply to part (b) be in the affirmative, will Government please 
say whether the Postmaster General, Bengal and Assam, has given effect 
to the orders? If not, why not? 

Hr. T. Byan: (a) Yes. 

( b ) Yes, as circumstances permit. 

(c) Government have no reason to suppose that their orders are not 
being carried out, but steps are being taken to prevent any oversight. 

Retirement of Postal Officials of 55 years of ace or 30 years’ Service. 

1079. *Mr. Uppi Saheb Bahadur: (a) Is it a fact that the Finance 
Department of the Government of India has issued a notification that in 
order to give effect to the retrenchment proposals, officials who have com¬ 
pleted 55 years of age or 30 y ears service will have to ret in*? 

(b) If so. will Government ple.ise say whether Director General. Posts 
and Telegraphs, will abide by them' orders 0 

(c) Are Government aware that the Postmaster General, Bengal and 
Assam, and the Presidency Postmaster, Calcutta have recently granted 
extensions of service to some officials? 

(d) Do Government propose to direct the Director General, Posts and 
Telegraphs, to issue orders for retirement of officials, who are on extension 
of service or have completed 55 years of age or 30 year-’ ser\n*e and to 
fill up the resultant vacancies by lower division clerks 0 

Mr. T. Byan: (a) The orders referred to bv the Honourable Member 
do not. contemplate the entire suspension oi the ordinary rules regarding 
the retention of officials in service 

(b) The Director General appreciates the expediency of abiding by 
orders issued to him. 

(r) No. 

(d) The matter is receiving attention and suitable orders will be issued. 


Promotion of Postmen as Lower Division Clerks 

1080. *Mr. Uppi Saheb Bahadur: (a) Have Government decided to pro¬ 
mote some qualified postmen na lower division clerks? 

(b) Is it .i fact that tile Postmasters General at sum,- Provinces have 
already issued orders for recruitment of lower division clerk* from postmen 7^ 

(c) If so, will Government, pleawj state the reason why the Postmaster 
General. Bengal and As*,un. has riot yet. done so 0 

( d ) Do Government propose to issue orders to the Postmaster General, 
Bengal and Assam to do so now? 

Mr. T. Byan: [a) Yes 

(b) (r) and (d). Government prc-uine that their ordeis are hi mg coned 
out, but as f have* just stated, in reply to question No 1078, steps are 
being taken to guard against ovcrs’ght. 
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Kent paid for the Bow Bazar Post Office. 

1081. *Mr. TJppi Saheb Bahadur: (a) Is it a fact that the Bow Bazar 
Post Office (Calcutta) is located in a three-storied building? 

( b) Is it a fact that the Post Office has occupied only half the space 
of the building? 

(c) Is it a fact that Government are paying rent for the whole building? 

(d) If the reply to partR (a), (b) and (c) be in the affirmative, will 
Government be pleased to state what amount has since been paid by them* 
by way of rent for the portion of the building lying vacant? 

Mr.. T. Ryan: (a) Yes. 

(b) No. The ground and first floors are leased by the post office. 

(c) No. 

(d) Does not arise. 


I<K>EMPLOYMENT OF KeTKKNCIIKD OFFICERS. 

1082. *Pandit Satyendranath Sen: (a; Will Government please state 
whether m filling up the futun xaoancies in the respective grades of the 
different departments the\ intend to consider the claims of the officers who 
have been either discharged or made to retire with a nominal pension 
in pursuance of the present retrenchment policy? 

(h) Ii the answer to part (a) is m the affirmative, will the claims of 
such officers ha\e priority o\er those of outsiders? If not, why not? 

(<■) If the answer to part fa) is in the negative, will Government please 
state reasons? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) So far as the establishments 
of the Go\eminent of India and its attached offices, who recruit through 
the Public Sen ice Commission, are concerned, the claims of permanent 
men who have been retrenched and arc considered suitable for re-employ¬ 
ment will be considered. 

(b) Yes 

(c) Does not arise 


Ahkkxks of Pay ok a Drher in a Mi le Corps. 

1083 * Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that no technical difficulties 
are put in the wav of r.r-sepovs and followers of the Indian Army while 
thev claim their arrears of pax allowances gratuity, and undishursed 
credit balances, etc , Ixing in their units 0 

(b) If so. is it a fact that a sum of Us. 50-1-11-0 belonging to a driver 
No. 431 of the :V7th Mule Dorps was kept lying with the unit as an un¬ 
disbursed credit balance for many years till 10th February, 1932 when it 
was sent, through a special attornev, ridr letter No. 1155'1277-E . dated 
10th February. 1952? 

(c) Was no petition regarding this sum received from the aforesaid 
driver since his discharge? 
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(i d ) Was not any attempt made by the officer in charge to send this 
sum to the aforesaid driver? 

( c ) Was it difficult for the officer in charge to ascertain whether the 
driver had left the old residence shown in his attestation papers? 

(/) If not, how' do Government, make sun' that the aforesaid driver was 
given all possible facilities or at least as much facility as they afford to 
the attorney to claim credit balances due to rx sepoys and dri\ei\s? 

(g) Will Government please stale the reasons for detaining such heavy 
sums of the poorly paid drivers and other ranks for main years, and to 
resort to indirect, methods for disposing of the undishursed credit balances? 

(h) What amount of undishursed credit balances has thus been paid 
bv the officer in charge, I. A S. C. Records, Dagshui, since the publication 
of A l (I ) A-Hi ot 1927 1 

Mr. G. M. Young: I lm\e called for the record*- of the case and a 
reply will be laid on the table in due course 


rXSTAI.'KEI) (.M ENTIONS A\l) ANSWERS 
Timk-kauuin'o of Disvnn.m Pe.nmon Ci.mb 

299 Sardar Sant Singh: (a) With refennee to the answer gnen on 12th 
February, 1932, to starred question No 2H9, part.s (</) and (/>). will 
menl ploase stair if their action >n declining disability pension claims as 
tunc-baned [ nut A i (I ) I IS «)l oth Aia\, I92 *'j and I* -.‘112 <»l 2Hlh Decem¬ 
ber, 192t>|. was imt 'a cont r i \ • ill on «>t their <a)l\ d* cl.ual ion eoiitaimal ivl 
“Field Service Regulation-.'' as wile m lorcc m the years 1919 to 1924? 

(b) Is it not against the practice recognised by the Ministry of Pensions* 
for British casualties as contained m “'Hie official History of the War” 
(Casualties and medical statistics) issued by the Ministry of Pensions in 
1931, and in which under the heading “Comparative Analysis of War 
disablement” on page 319 it is stated- “First, the conditions which did not 
appear in evidence, a* war disablement until after demobilization are 
analyzed—in other words, the post-war emergence of war disablement. By 
this means a broad indication is given of the extent to winch there was a 
continuous unknown factor in the summation of the states responsibilities, 
due to delayed but acceptable claims for compensation for war disable¬ 
ment”? 

(c) Are not the disability pensions of Indian ranks chargeable to His 
Majesty’s Exchequer? If so, why should a fundamentally different treat¬ 
ment be announced by flic Government of India for Indian disabled sepoys'* 

(d) Does not the responsibility of Government to initiate investigation 
in lirst claims to disability pensions recorded in their register-* as “disabled 
and invalided” extend to the Great War rjr-soldiers ns it. does to serving 
soldiers (vide Government reply to the question quoted above) 

Mr. G. M. Young: The matter is being examined and a replv will bo 
given later 



UN STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWER8. 


Military Pension Claims. 

300. Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Has the attention of Government been 
drawn io the fact that the Ministry of Pensions have issued a “History of 
the Great War”, a ‘‘General History of Medical Services”, and “Diseases 
of the War”, wherein the fact with regard to the faultv equipment of 
personnel and store*, inexperience of the, majority of diseases prevailing 
in ddlerenl climates, and of tin* new liseases horn of war conditions have 
been officially recognised ? 

(b) If so, will Government please state whether they have issued 
instructions to tle*ir medical board* to keep in mind the experience of the 
extraordinary conditions prevailing in the theatres of the Great War, as 
reflected in these official histories? 

(e) If not, are Government prepared to allow any licensed medical 
practitioner to appear before their medical boards, on behalf of disabled 
sepoy*, to represent the sepoys’ interest? Are Government fuvare that 
this practice is in vogue m England in War Pension Appeal Tribunals? 

Mr. G M. Young: The mutter i*- being examined and a reply will be 
l.ud on tie table in due course 


!n\ r.srn. ytion orMn.rruiV Pension Glum* 

301. Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Is it a fact that the initiative to investi¬ 
gate < i. 11 Mi'- to fam.K pension of tin* Indian ranks dying in service overseas, 
in military hnsp.tub. or on the win to tlieir homos rests with Govern- 
meiit, in Mew of the facts of the casually not being known to the heirs 
of the deceased? 

(b) It so, will Government kindly refer to letter No G.MM116, dated 
2 l M\\ danuary, P.KV2, of the Deputy Controller of Military Pensions rejecting 
a claim to family pension on the ground that the Government of India do 
not regard the death of the individual in question to he attributable to 
military service for the purpose of grant ng n family pension? 

(c) Wha* is the purpose mentioned in that letter and what is the 
difference that Government recognise between ‘death attributable to mili¬ 
tary service,’ and ‘death attributable to military service for the purpose* of 
pensions’? 

Mr. G. M Young: (a) Yes. but the reason is not that the facts of 
the casualty are not known to the heirs of the deceased but that this 
procedure sa\es time and assists the heir, w-ho may be illiterate, a 
minor, or a female unacquainted wdth regulations. The heir (or next-of- 
kin) is informed of the casualty us soon as tin* regimental depot receives 
the information. 

(h) and (r) (first part) The phraseology used by the Government of 
India m the Arm\ Department when intimating that a claim to a family 
pension has been rejci ted is as follows- 

“The tio\eminent of India have (healed that tin cause of the death 
of cannot he viewed as attributable to military 

service for the purpo-e of the grant of a family pension to 
his heir.” 
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This phraseology refers to paragraph 249 of the Pension Keg illations, 
which runs: 

“Family pensions and children’s allowances arc admissible in cases 
where the cause of death is attributable to military service.’* 

(c) (second part). No difference is intended. 

Military Pension Claims. 

302. Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Has the attention of Government been 
draw r n to letter No. Pen./15/1315, dated 15th June, 1927, of the Controller 
of Military Pension Accounts, Southern and Western Commands, giving 
a ruling that no communication in respect of a military pensioner will be 
addressed to an attorney engaged by a pensioner? 

( b ) Are Government aware that the Oflicer-inoluirge Records, 2/113 
Infantry (vide his letter No. 2/113/2/1231, dated 19tli September, 1927) 
and Adjutant, 3/9th Jat Regiment, Hongkong, (vide bis letter No. A./24/1/ 
486. dated 21st March, 1931), gave a ruling to the effect that petitions 
drafted or addressed b\ an agent of the pensioner will not be accepted 
though submitted under the signature of the pensioner? 

(c) Will Government please state under what wt.itlitorv authority the 
ruling was given in the aforesaid letters? 

((f) If the answer to part (a) he in the nflinuatne, what facilities are 
provided for the pensioners and tluir lieiis when they happen to be illiterate 
and ignorant of the designation and location of the war unit in which thev 
served? What consideration, it am. w given to the cla.manK m such 
cases against applying the fime-lunit ? 

Mr. G. M. Young: Inquiries are being made and a ropl\ will be laid 
on the table m due course. 


Military Pension Claims. 

303. Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Will Government please state if the\ do 
maintain Casualty Registers in their units for the casualties incurred in the 
Great War 9 Jf so. was it not incumbent upon the ( omimtiidants to 
submit their claims for compensations, in time? Are Go\munent aware 
that the practice of tubing the initiative by the Commandants, in respect 
of pensionary awards, in majority of cases, deluded the remaining person¬ 
nels in whose cases initiative was alike expected to he taken by 
Government, but the same wan not taken? 

(b) Do Government contemplate redressing the wrong so done by 
allowing full arrears of pension*.? 

Mr. G. M. Young: The matter is being examined and a n pl\ will be 
laid on the table in due course. 

Military Pension Claim*. 

304. Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Is it a fact that after putting in 15 years 
service, a sepoy is entitled to pension and also entitled to he released from 
the military service? If so, why should full pensions be forfeited and 
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disallowed on the ground that the eause of discharge cannot be traced? Is 
it not the practice to show the cause of discharge on one’s discharge 
certificate? 

( b ) If not, is not the individual given the benefits of a regular dis¬ 
charge in such, cases if the cause of discharge is not shown on account 
of the negligence ol the officials? 

ia I , 

Mr, G. M. Young: («) Iirst portion— Yes, if a state of war does not 
exist or is not impending. 

Second portion- -The <lo\ernment of India are not aware of any such 
case. 

Third portion--Yes. 

(b) Does not arise. 


Military Pension Claims. 

30.5. Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Is it a fact that an Indian officer after 
20 years service is entitled to an ordinary pension and also to be released 
from the military service? 

[h) Is it also a fact that a certain number of these officers were not 
so released and pensioned, and their term extended in the interest of the 
State ? 

(c) Is it. true that later on they were dismissed, irrespective of the 
facts that they were mentioned in despatches by the General Officers Com¬ 
manding, and irrespective of the fact that but for their retention in the 
interest of the State, they would have earned an ordinary pension, as soon 
as they had put in 20 years’ service? 

(d) Do Gov eminent propose to look into such eases, and to arrange that 
fheir ordinary pension earned by them be not affected by their retention 
ordered in the interest of the State? 

!H f i 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) He i.s eligible for pension and for release from 
military service, but not necessarily entitled. 

(b) Yes 

(ri I am afraid I cannot reply to this question unless the Honourable 
Member gi\es nit' details of specific eases. 

(</) No. It is open to an officer who feels that he is unjustly treated 
to submit a petition through the proper channel. This, when received, 
js carefully considered by Government. 

» 

Military Pension Claims. 

300 Sardar Sant Singh: An* Government aware that in cases where 
the title to a disalvlity pension, family pension or demobili> ation revision is 
established after long correspondence of several years, the practice to grant 
pensions is from the dab* of the sanction, which debars the claimant from 
anv arrears at all? Is it not against the practice hitherto followed by tbo 
Army Department'' What are tin* reasons for this deviation from the 
established principles and practice? 

Mr. G, M. Young: The general practice is not as described by the 
Honourable Member. The remainder of the question does not arise. 



DEATH OF MB. F. YV. ALLISON. 


The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Lender of the House): Mr. 
President, the hand of death is again heavy upon us This morning, on 
arrival at the Assembly, I learnt with von deep sorrow of the death of 
one who was amongst us «i few days ago. I mean Mr. Allison. The only 
news we have on tins subject is to be found in the Times of Indm, from 
W’hich it appears that soon after setting sail from Bombay, I think on 
the 22nd of this month, Mr. Allison was seized with pneumonia and 
passed away on the 28th or 29th Mr Allison had completed MO years of 
service, and I believe was on his way to England with the intention of 
not returning to India, but of filiall\ retiring The tragedy of it. of 
course is he never reached the shores of his home but was removed by the 
hand of death during the vo\age What that must mean to Ins wife and 
daughter who were with him on the ship is easy to imagine Mr. 
Allison was nominated five times as a Member of the Assembly and twice 
acted as Chief (lovermnent Whip His contribution to our debates were 
infrequent, but he always spoke weightily and was always heard by the 
House with attention and respect On the ollicial Benches mam of us 
feel we have lost a verv close friend whom we shall miss deeply But 

his duties as Chief Whip and his kindly personality brought bun into 

touch with Members in every part of the House, and I do not for a moment 
doubt that the regret is as deep and tin* sympathv as sincere on the 
non-official Benches as on the official Benches .1 feel it difficult, Mr 
President, to say all that T should like to sa\. and perhaps on these 

occasions few words are the best. But I am sure that \oti will be inter¬ 

preting rightly the wishes of the whole House if you will communicate to 
the bereaved widow and daughter the expression of our deep sympathy 
and sorrow. 

’ Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer (Rohilkund and Kunj.tnn Divisions. Non- 
Muhammadan Rural) • Sir. I rise to associate myself and my party with 
every word that the Honourable the Leader of the House has uttered. 
When I came to this House a few minutes ago. 1 learnt with a shock 
that Mr. Allison had passed awav. Who could have imagined when he 
left us so halo to look at. that he would soon be removed from the scene 
of his earthly activities 0 We. on this side of the House, always looked 
upon Mr Allison as a good friend of India, and as the Chief Whip of 
fiovernrnent lie always impressed ns with bis genial good manners We 
always felt in bis company that wo were in the compam of one who loved 
India trul\ and sincerelv His armour was his honest thought and simple 
truth liis utmost skill, and whether in this Legislature nr out in the 
countrv be was animated b\ a true spiiil of service Wh< n J was in 
England in 1927 Mr Allison and T went round tlir IIoiim- of Commons, 
and be* was touching!\ reminding mo of the fact that India would, ere 
long, have a great Parliament of her own. and if in bis retirement India 
should need bis services, la* would be ver\ cheerful and 'dad to work in a 
self-governing India of the future. His love of India was deep and genuine. 
Ho was one of those men who always thought that his place was in this 
country, to which he gave his verv best and the best of us could not 
have given better. Sir. he was like the Hapm Warrior who comprehended 
his trust and to the same kept faithful with n singleness of aim Deep 
and genuine is our grief, for he was one of those great men who has 
honestly, every minute of his life in this country, served her in a spirit 
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of service which can never die. Of men like Mr. Allison, it mfty be 
truly said : 

*'Alik? are life anil death 

When life in death survives 

And the uninten ujited I treat h 

Inspncs good many lives 

Sir, deep is our sorrow, and even one sitting behind me associates him¬ 
self with everv word that the Honourable the Leader of the House has 
uttered We deeply sympathise with the bereaved family whose only 
consolation in their great calaimh is that a larger family,—his friends, 
share their loss. 

Sir Gowas]i Jahangir (Bombay ("ity : Non-Muhammadan Urban): I 
rise to associate myself and the Independent Party with the vote of 
condolence that has just- been moved. It is very rare indeed in any 
Legislature that on two days running, we should have to move votes of 
condolence on the death of our Members. I was personally associated 
with Mr Allison for a very long time. He was, as you know', a Bombay 
(Viliam He acted as Legal Remembrancer of Government- with great 
distinction, for a number of years He also acted as a High Court- Judge, 
and 1 can personaII\ testify to the very valuable serxices lie rendered to 
his Goxeminent He was for mum years a Member of this Honourable 
House, and I understand ho acted as the Chief Whip of Government on 
more than one occasion. We from Bombay feel the loss all the more,—if 
1 max sax so—haxing been associated with him for many xears and 
having learnt to appreciate his value and his xvortli during our long con¬ 
nection He, died under tragic circumstances; lie died going home on the 
eve of retirement And I am sure tlu* whole House xx ill condole with 
his wife and daughter xvlio were with him and whom we all knew so 
well in Delhi. I associate mvself personally and my party with this 
vote of condolence to his family. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division Mulmininadan Rural): 
Sir. it was a great shock to me when I learnt on entering this House todav 
that Mr Allison, who w'hk dining and lunching with us only on the 20th 
of this month, lms passed away so tragically. I knexv Mr Allison in the 
last Assenddx when he acted as Uhie.f Whip and 1 can fuJlx testify to 
the fact that Ins xvord carried gre.it weight Kxnxbodx xxho came m 
contact with Mr Allison had a great regard for him and had implicit faith 
m whatever he said We all believed that lie .dxxaxs meant what he 

said, and m this wax he carried great weight with exerybodx. He was 

respected not only h\ the Gox eminent supporters and Government 
Members but also hx the Opposition, and on liunx occasions m the last 
Assembh 1 found that Mr Mlison’s prr^onahtx xxa s the chief cause ">f 
getting main people to the '-ide of Goxernmciif xxlien he talked with them 
on important questions Mr Allison was. 1 behove much respect# d by 
the Bar Associations of Bomhax, and the parties and addressee that were 
presented to him shortly after his term as a High Uomt Judge show the 

respect that the Bomhax people and the Bombay Bar had ha* him It 

is a tragedy to lose a friend and otic who was alxvaxs a useful fiirnd in 
the past Sir T associate mxself and my partv xvith the vote of condolence 
which has been moved and T fully sxmpathise xvith Mrs. Allison and Miss 
Allison, xvho are probably having a very bad time on the boat without 
any friendR. 
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Mr. Arthur Moore (Bengal: European): Mr. President, we should like 
to be identified with this motion, and our deepest sympathy goes out to 
Mr. Allison’s wife and daughter. 

Mr. K. Ahmed (Rujshalu division: Muhammadan Rural) Sir, I take 
part m this sorrow that the Assembly has to bear todav on tin* sad <leath of 
Mr. Allison, lie was a Member uf the first reformed Assembly, and 
since that time we have been great friends. Sir, Mr. Allison was a true 
model of a member of the Indian Civil Service. lie had a genial dis¬ 
position and temperament, and his death lias left a great void. It is 
difficult to find a gentleman of such a high order. He was in the 
Bombay Civil Service, whoie from a Magistrate lie rose to the Secretariat 
and by dmt of his learning and knowledge of law. he was raised to the 
position of Legal Remembrancer to the Olverament of Bombay 1 had 
very often legal discussions with him or several points that cropped up 
in this House and I found him a great authority on these matters He 
was finally elevated to the High Court Bench in Bombnv Sir we also 
mixed with him socially, and with his little daughter whom wo miss 
today but who was a familiar figure in this Assemblv building and who 
used to paint pictures here Sir, only xesterdav we were mourning the 
death of one of our old Members and it is vor\ sad that witlmi 24 hours 
we have to mourn the loss of another 'Member Mr President it is a 
great loss. In private talks I found that he was a pro-Indian reformer 
He had good intentions and s\mpnthisod with India’s aspirations. If 
he had lived for a few more years, he would have been a great acquisition 
for the future constitution of this country 1 join with the Leader of the 
House and the Leaders of other parties and associate nixsclf with them 
in the feelings that the\ have expressed If is only fitting that a Resolu¬ 
tion like the one moved h\ the Leader of the House should go oxer \our 
signature. Sir, to the members of the bereaved f.ivnilx—his wife ifc nd 
daughter, and probably Ins son. who might he in college. With these few 
words, I support the Resolution moved bv the Leader of the House. 

Mr. President: The Chair wishes to associate itself with all that has 
fallen from Honourable Members in lamenting the s»ad loss which has 
been sustained by the passing away of Mr Allison It is tragic to contem¬ 
plate that Mr. Allison was here only a few da\s ago, participating m public 
service for winch this Assemhh is called into being Mr Allison was a 
Bombay Civilian and as such wc have all come in direct contact with him 
We admired his charm of manner and his judicial temperament which 
resulted in his making many close friends from amone^t ill those with 
whom he came into contact It is indeed a sad loss which has been 
sustained, and tbe ('hair wishes only 1o add that it will communicate the 
unanimous feeling, in the House, of sorrow and svmpafln for (he members 
of the bereaved family. 


STATEMENTS LAID ON TTIE TABLE 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member). Sir, I lay on 
the table the information promised in reply to starred question No. 725, 
and imstarred question No. 78. 
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Appointment op Sikhb in the Currency Office, Lahore. 

Starred Question No. 725. 

( a ) Ye#, except that the number of Hindu# is now 56. 

(A) This ih a matter of opinion No specific proportion^ ha-e l*-on laid down 
by Government for the vanou* commumtiee. 

(c) Instruction# for securing the appointment of membtu** ot minonty communities 
have been t^Hued .'tnd no further order# are considered to he n,*<essarj. 


Appointments in the Income-tax Department of Bihar and Orissa. 

Unbarred (Ju< *tion No 7 > 

p7) The numbers are Inspector Account .m'- 11 Man-ten.il ofFuer- 25 

<6) The ordinary rule is that Amim.i* * f'omniis-ioiier# are authori-ed to tnake 
doruul app'nnuneia# in Imome tax Ofh#*.s - »• t t<. tin* general miit'ot <>{ the Com- 
missione! of In<oin«»ta\ The aj>r^in '• < T e i in th* /n hnn Suh»n, 

the Utkut Ihjnku ,tnd the lx# a I (.overnm*- t.* 

(<*) ’I lie number c-t Applicants as f*.1 »• #%\ 



Hindu-. 

Moslem,.. 

Christian-. 

Total, 

Inspector-Ai >‘oiintant«i 

223 

5 7 

8 

298 

Clerk# . 

330 

71 

r> 

410 


If/) 9 of the ,if»| ointnuMits i.t In n»* 1 c \ me Mu- a hi . ♦■s’m.j.a d to last for 
a period <>f 15 month- and <>t the-e two vo'i- ci\en Mo-h m- the o*he T two (which 
were oxpeeied to last for three months) were given *o Hindu- 

Of 10 dental apfointments reMi! r,g from the Wwmin.; of the t.i>aMe limit, 
filled by tic* Assistant ( 'omnim-mne* U.n.< h Jl.iin:** one vv i- tr 1 ' * * n to i Mo-lem, and 
of 15 Ainu I at appointments m the IV’ii Range. A were given to Mo lem** 

fr) These appointment- were reported to the ('oinin.sM. mv o' Income ta\ in due 
course and approved 

(/) As the Honourable Member is .aware. fhe nrdeis laid down bv Government 
require that one-fhird of the vacancies n-»H he Hied fMin nmoiitv communities, but 
ik, percentage has beer, fi\od foi anv farthu’ar mim, itv mmmunitv I have ev'im’ned 
the figure- and am satisfied tha f the o-^e** have be*»n observed, and that Muslims 
have obtained an adequate share of the appointments 


ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO THE CENTRAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 

FOR RAILWAYS. 

Mr. President: Honourable Members will now proceed to elect six non¬ 
official Members to the Central Advisory Council for Railways. There 
are 9 candidates whose names arc printed on the ballot paper which will now 
be supplied to Honourable Members in the order in which I call them. 

(The Ballot was then taken.) 



THE BENGAL CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT (SUPPLEMENTARY) 

BILL— contd. 

Mr. President: Further consideration of the Bill to supplement the 
Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1980, as* reported by the Selects 
Committee. 

Diwan Bahadur A. Ramaswami Mudaliar (Madras City: Non-Muham- 

Madan Urban). Mr. President, if 1 take part in this debate, it is because I 
have still a lurking hope that the arguments advanced on any aide of the 
House may have some bearing on decisions which the House may come to. 
(An Honournbh Member “Then you have a moderate mentality?”) I 
support the amendment moved by my friend Mr. Sitaramanyju, which I 
believe is a ver\ moderate and a \er\ modest amendment, which is to add 
the proxiso. “INm ided hnwcwr that tin* procedure laid down in the Act 
has been complied with*’ It seems to mo that-, unhss tin* Government 
take an absolute! \ unreasonable attitude, there can h( no question that 
this nmonrhuent i*- a iiMif.ahle amendment There are vamus powders 
given under the Criminal Procedure (’ode to the Local Governments and 
to officers of ( J(s\ei iiiiK id \\ lait nod hod of i heck do the Goxcrmneiit pro¬ 
pose j 11 (»(•]< r to r t'l.o tin \cr\ pr<u ednre that Sus In en ptvv,*» 1 1.ml 1 *v that 
Act is t*»!]**wrd‘ If ft > t da* ,<w.i\ h\ Mtet'on I the r'ght which the 
accused hc*» jot t> 1 \"L r section 191 o f the Urnunal Procedure Code, 
what elst * ! #*it i.r :: s, n\ ..jvi d n »t I« »S1 >\\ llie m.indatnrv 

provisions of the P. i*eal Cr-inhial Law \mendnn nt \ct *' It e lvquiiod 
that no person shai’ he detuned m en-«t-.d\ under tln^ section h\ an officer 
of Government for a period exceeding la day**., saw under a special order 
of the Local Gowrnment Supposing a person is detained lor a period 
exceeding !.“» da* s n >d the Local Gn\»*rnmt nt do not paw; n special order 
under tliaf section, tlun what is to happen 11 Then aga ri, in any case nn 
officer f. j.i’ot d< ta n an\ pt ivm for a p< ru>d exceeding one month unless 
nn order under section 2 is passed bv the Local Government. Supposing 
the Local Government do not pass an order under seetion 2 and the deten¬ 
tion continue^ h.is the detained person no right at all 0 The amendment 
proposes onl\ to deal with those particular methods of procedure which have 
been proscribed under the Art and which have been made mandatory by 
the provisions of the Art for the officers and the Local Governments to 
carry out Again under section 2 in the fir-l proviso it is sahl that the 
Local Government at the end of one vear Irorn the date of making the 
order, shall review its order and that it shall not. remain in fop*e for more 
than one 'ear unless, upon rewow, the Local Government dhirt-, *ts conti¬ 
nuance Suppose yii'ii* S<^*rotarv or wane official m the Go\ eminent 
forgets to put up the file before tin Home Member of tin* Local Govern¬ 
ment, and that the rcv.ew contemplated hv this proviso L not made, has 
the detained person no right at all in this matter 0 You are choking off 
all his rights, if by means of tins section xou depr ve him of his fundamental 
right under section *191 The scope of the amendment of inv friend Mr. 
Raju is very much narrower 1'erhaps there wac something in what the 
ITonourahle the TTome Member said yosterdav, fhouch, w> far as T am 
concerned, T must confess T was not convinced, but even granting all the 
arguments that Iho Honourable the Horne Member advanced yesterday, T 
still venture to think that the restricted scope of the present amendment 
makes it absolutely clear that to this extent the right of the detained person 
should be assured to him by the Act. 
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I should like to address the Honourable the Home Member and the 
Treasury Benches and all those who sit on that side of the House on a 
wider issue than that covered by the present amendment. I want them 
to look at the amendment from the point of view from which some of us 
look at this question. We have moved a series of amendments with refer¬ 
ence to this Criminal Procedure Bill. I admire the pertinacity with which 
Members on this side of the House, in spite of the most discouraging 
statements that, have been made by the Honourable the Home Member 
and the discouraging evidence all round of their capacity to carry these 
amendments, have stdl persisted. There is a moral behind that persist¬ 
ence. which T want the Honourable the Horne Member to realise. I 
want this (h vermnent to realise that they must have some amount of 
imagination with respect. to these matters. Now, we are fighting the 
terrorist movement Both sides of the House are agreed that this mo\e- 

rnent should he done au,i\ with as earh as possible, and we were there¬ 

fore willing to allow the Bill to go before Select Committee and to got 
it hack from the Select Committee with such possible amendments as 
would ens'u*.' bur treatment f»> the detenus to h.ue th s HdJ passed into 
law But th*-n flare .me sur^m . <v node 1 ate m whah T want the 
Treason Bench- s *'• hr •* m mu.- 1 Thf ought not to he the feeling in 
am sret'on <> f 11 ?.-* Hon 4 *'* numb le« ip the puldie nnud, tint anv idea 
of vinde t n. ere^ *■ lies I ’ n ] eiMn r f,, »- Tiv-uev T>enehf s or the Govern¬ 
ment or aii\ «?e turn of tins Home in treatment rJ fh.e^r detenu* 

Amendment after irnr ndment winch sought to give *..ino convenience 
other to Mu- detenus hit been imposed hv the Gove*rmienf Tin’s is the 
last amendment and f h( refore T take fhh npnorf unit v of pntCng forward 

what T 7.>‘i\ rad not an hut « special chum for the consideration of 

the Honourable Mi mh of flu*. TTnu«e In 4 h»s fight against terrorism, 

let us remember th:d the ohis*' of neople who have to he converted are not 
the terrorist hut the midd’e meu. the men in the street- without whose eo- 
operatinn >f will bo absr.hdeh' fiifile for anv Omerointnt to expect tbis 
movement to die down 

Air Pio.sident, it was lm privilege within a tow weeks back to be 
present in tin* Bengal Legisdut.ve Council wlien a discussion on tins identi¬ 
cal subject look place J was indeed piesent. when the now Act was 
passed then b\ tin Log.shit i\v Council,- the Bengal Ciiniinui Law 
Aiueiidmetit Aet and in roim c-tn,n w nli the terrorist, movement, a 
Member of the ! eg.si.dive Council, Mr Jitcndialul Bunncrjeo made a 
statement of tlu utmost significance which I should like ni\ Honourable 
fr*end the Home M**ml»i • »e.ili<e (hi* imj.be.u am*. of Mi Batmen. -e said 
that it .s not sufficient. ih.it hern and theie, at a public meeting at one 
place, at a public gathering at another, it a Legislature in Bengal, or an 
Assembly at Belhi a Tiesnhition sliouhl be passed condemning the terrorist 
movement. What is required is that in the Bengal society the idea must 
go forward that this teiroriM movement, should be stamped out In the 
houses, in tin 4 homes, in Mie clubs, in the family gatherings, talking to the 
children.-- there it- is that Mio campaign has to bo carried on so tlmt this 
terrorist movement may not survive in Bengal T ask my Honourable 
friend the Home Afemher, who evidenflv appreciates these sentiments, 
what he has done to encourage those people who want to stamp out this 
terrorist- movement Your Acts, \otir Statutes, are absolutely ininotent 
unless you get public opinion behind you. Seven vears of the Bengal 
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Criminal Law Amendment Act, followed by an amending Act .in the Legis¬ 
lative 'Assembly, certified or uncertified, has had very little effect on the 
movement. We now come to another stage, and I want my Honourable 
friend the Home Member to realise whet was behind thin certification. 
Unless you get public opinion behind your laws, unless you are ublo to 
convince public men that in the treatment of terrorists, while they do not 
in any way yield to their desire to atarnp out terrorism, they are also not 
coerced into an attitude of unfairness towards terrorists—unless you do 
that, all your Acts will be of no avail. 

Take your own certified law of the other day W hat wonder if that 
law has tailed to achieve its purpose* 1 What is the public opinion behind 
a law v\ *iicI i in certified, and winch has not bten passed by the willing 
acceptance of Membeis of this House, and ii', today, this amending Bill 
comes before the House, and amendment after amendment is defeated by 
the Honourable the Home Member and the hosi behind linn, whnl is the 
cpinion ot Hie public w<th reference to this amending Bill ’ Through the 
whispering gallrres of flit* Kasf»»rn and Wt stern Bengal, the w<»nl will 
go round that s<> far as these terrorists are concerned, it is not an attitude 
of fairness that tie Government has talon up. but an attitude 

of vindictiveness, that the most reasonable amendments have been de¬ 
feated bv means of the Government whip and bv the Government strength 
What wi ! l he tiv reaction? Where will be that opinion winch you want, 
which must necessarily regiment m* your favour? if you want to fight this 
movement. \ou must not onlv g» t the public* opinion by \ou at public 
gathering* like these, hut in pp.aii circles, »n famiiv circles, in educational 
associations, in institutions all over the country On the other hand, will 
not the reaction of that public opinion which teels that evor\ single thing 
that is suggested h\ however reasonable «. Member, by whosoever a 
Member who is least connecfed and fait best removed from the terrorist 
movement in not supported, is not accepted h\ the Government—what will 
bo the effect of that opnnon° 1 want my Honour,ihle friends over there 
to have a little imagination with respect to this question The\ are very 
practical men; mv TIonourahh friend Sir James Crerar has a reputation 
for practicality But, Sir, there is something higher than practical wisdom; 
there is that, capo o’tv to incur.ng there is that capacity of seeing things 
which are not apparent to one » no&e, and that is the capacity which T 
should like to invoke the Honourable Members of the Government to have, 
so that they may realise the situation as if presents itself to us on this side 
of the House. My Honourable friend sits up straight like a dart, gives 
his renly that Government arc* not able to accept tin* amendment. What¬ 
ever the amendment may he. whatever fhe reasoning mnv be, his attitude 
is made up, the Government attitude is made up, and he comes forward 
and says, we are not prepared to accept it. T have been sitting for two 
days in this Legislative Assembly while this dreary process of passing the 
Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Bill has been going on. T have been 
watching the Honourable the Home Member and the other Members on 
the Government Benches, and there is one oppressive feeling that has eomo 
uppermost, one song has been drumming in mv ears, the song of that 
great Scotch poet. Oh, that thev had the pow er to rop themselves as others 
see them. T wish the Honourable Sir James Crerar somotimos could have 
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the imagination to see himself as we see him. We are full of admiration 
for him. He fights every cause in the same way, often recalling to our 
minds Don Quixote thf*t titled at the windrnillls. (Laughter.) 1 ask him. 
when he carries with liis speech, and more with his steps, the light brigade 
behind him, whose is not to reason why, but whose is merely to march 
and vote m the Noes lobby against every amendment of the Opposition— 
when he marches to the Noes lobby and takes them with him, 1 ask him, 
is he serving tin cause which he lias dearest at heart, which the Govern¬ 
ment ha\e most keenly at heart—the cause of trying to see that this terror¬ 
ist movement isf put down? This is an amendment, the rejection of which* 
can create only one feeling in this House, and one feeling in the country. 
Somehow or other, it will marshal sympathy with the terrorists, far from 
taking it away from them, and I venture to say as a friend of the Govern¬ 
ment, as one who doc s not wish the terrorist movement to continue, as 
one who abhors this movement, I ask the Government even at this late 
stage to j (’consider their position. My Honourable friend to my right the 
other da\ said that T was making \ain appeals to the Government. I am 
not Jnr that menfh'MUt policy. The association of the party, the honour¬ 
able mime wliuh it hears must- piccludc in any reasonable mmd the idea 
that am one of u.s could he associated with a pohc\ of mendicancy. But 
f ha\o * dm t In- oath it tbit table to do my duty to mv Kmc and to my 
count!y, and I behev** m the discharge of that duty it is for rne to tell the 
Governim nt, evil at this stage, that they an bungling, that they are 
makmj. luid.ik- a*t*T mistake, they are nli, nataiir the s\mpat-lnes of the 
best, ihr most moderate, md some at least >*f the wisest m the land by 
their att t (.<!•* 'Hn \ have got their regimented mapiv,tv. Are they £oing 
*« use it x\ 1 11 v - 111 1 • \. m «\m\ case, whatever the moment ni..\ l*e. what¬ 
ever the '•.••icjth ot our c i*-** nun la, uh.dewr the weaklier of their 
b iu . i 1 * 1 11 ' l}: i ! i"- i a n That wa- !i“- -hitbrid kingdoms 

“’"l ’’ * ’i I - a- 1 * *i '• ' • * -, i Hi 1 1 >uv f\en at lb,, kite -la.,* t ft it it is 

u?« b> ni 1 (r ii't'O ,.1‘lt biend to n.di-e 11 • :i i tber will br n eh tig but 
a bs i b pel* n.* *■ i i v, r\ amendment m c'lim* f, \ •• ai v itb this Bill 

,s dt li* *1 ! ia n v b it v'i 11 happen ° Tn>ee d ot etf’og **n,‘ smido 

Momhi i i»u i! i- sub of tile House to bless the I’ll! (Mi lla tl id leading 
and sa\ , !i t! w. hn\e taken our eomn«.e and fuit on tin' -{.mile -ome Bill 

'‘Inch wll h.\ t i det**rrenf t fleet. \on will ha\** Nl • ’t*i* »t*r atti *• Member 

L f et t in j. r mti '*nd *-a\uiL r that Sir .Tames fVernr has it «yen n pert me kick, which 
is .t bun r l**L.at‘\ ♦<» :1ns eonmry. and T shudder to think of the eonsr-quen- 
< es on that m veinent which vm and f and all of ns on tin’s safe are 
aiixiom to climb so tar a^ Bengal or nnv other part -»f tins country* is 
•s »ur*orn*«l 

l am u >t making a *-p* * eh iin »ci\ for the -.a hi ot mak ng it. I feel 
coin met d that the li \mnnent ire wrung Keen the little amendments 
whii h h ,\e Imm n mo\*d t(* kite in tins Bi'l a clause to (he eth < t that 
a certain ,mount o' n-, ‘iiouhl he lmii In the B, ul. *' d»* t mi — rn\ 
Honour ibV t **•*-i iii u- t - aP tin* *;nat strength of tin ?bmt M *mher of 
tl. t Gov, Miment t«. (h !« it tn it amendment. We wanted ; . hav, tl small 
Assembly (’emmit'.e i 1 • appomiid sn that- he and b *• one umv be 
m a I m 'ter in ' t ion b< v i*id'i at tin »r activities at D* »b * a m any other 
place Mv llououi d h' fi d n^es the •neat ma]o*:!\ tbit h* b.v to veto 
if. And Mirpri.-e of Mirpn-es. Mr. President, 7 < an attribute it to nothing 
but want of imagination when the hordes behind cheered m\ Honourable 
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friend for the Pyrrliie victory that he has won in defeating these amend¬ 
ments. 

Let me turn tor a moment to the sole representative of the most 
poweriul party in the Legislative Assembly who siU m his place, my 
Honourable friend Air. Arthur Moore. 11 is gallant hand is not behind ban 
to-day, but 1 am certain that when the division bell rings they will come 
trooping m, not one single soul missing. 1 want to address a few words 
to my Honourable friend, Mr. Moore, the* statesman that he is. I want to 
tell him that the path of statesmanship lies m getting through a Pill u 
little modified lure, a little whittled down there, but getting it through, 
nevertheless with tin* consent <>i the nun-official Memhi-i.> of the Assembly 
and not against them Will lit' be prepared ti advise th s Goveiinnent? 
1 am appealing to him and not to the Government. hi cause I know he 
and his community carry greater weight in this topsyturvy world wilh 
the Government and the Treasury Denches than any of us can, and I want 
him to realise the fact of earning through these measures by the dead 
weight ot official and other kinds of majority and not allowing to feel 
that our conscientious efforts in trving to improve the Pill, not in favour 
of the terrorist but in favour of that large mass of people, fair-minded 
middlemen wlm hold no brief for the terrorists at all but who feel that 
justice and eqinty mist lx* dune. ha\e been accepted 1 re-k bun whether 
on their behalf he would n«>t ami with us on tin- one snide occasion, and 
T can assure him that he wi’l not lepcut it Whoevn tikes that advice, 
whether H is the Gnu rmucut n» the European Gmup, vu f(*ef that we 
must do om dul\ 1>\ the Go\ernmoni and not by flu tenor si, by the 
middlemen and not hv the terr r»sts curl trv to ."e< that this amendment 
is accepted by the House, or know the reason why the Government will 
not accept o 


Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi (Tirlmt D'vi-ion Muhammadan). 
I feel that I should not vof(* on this ninendmt nt silcntlv. as 1 have done 
on other item- Tin- is m provision whuh I tli.iiK is onlv hare justice 
to the p, ,,p|e »U( i *" 1 11 tl It (bvs not ask aiotlum/ more than that the 
procedi m laid down m the Aet should he compbed with ntiuiw'M* there 
should h< a !en.il 7 *en»ed\ 1 hop* that the Home Member will see the 
reasonable!!*—- of the ameiulnimf and incept it without pome to a divi¬ 
sion. T am not — j t Inqiicnt as iri\ trend Mr Mudahar r but I associate 
myself with even w*ord that In has uttered in favour of the amendment 
With these words 1 wholeheartedly support the amendment of my friend 
Mr. Kitoriimaraju. 

Mr. T. K. Ramakrishna Reddi (Madras ceded Districts and Chittoor: 
Non-Muhammadan Dural): Sir, my ITonourahle friend Mr. Mudaliar has 
strongly appealed to the sense of reasonableness and imagination of the 
Home Member, so that he may accept this amendment. I support this 
amendment from anothe? point of view, that is from the legal aspect of 
this question ft is a fundamental principle of legislation that every 
enactment should he clear, distinet, unambiguous and unequivocal. If 
that is accepted, 1 request the Home Member to apply that principle to 
the enactment of this clause, oiz., clause 4 and sec if it satisfies ithafc 
principle There* hay been so much ambiguity with regard to the tenor 
and purport of this particular section. The Honourable the Law r Member 
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stated that nothing new was being enacted and that he was only follow¬ 
ing what had already been laid down in sub-section (3) of section 491 
of the Criminal Procedure Code. There the power of the High Court 
has been taken away in connection with certain regulations. He said 
that “Nothing in this section applies to person.-, detained under the Bengal 
State Prisoners Regulation” and various other regulations and he goes on 
to ea t y that m those cases it is not the High Court which has got the 
discretion, hut it is the GoveimiKut who lmvo got tlu* discretion. Then 
he says that the discretion in ail these ca^ts must vest with the executive 
'Government and not w.lh the judiciary she ^nd yesterday, they want 
to substitute executive discretion j<*r pidi-ial discretion, and In* further 
went on to whether tbit djscntuni wa- am more venous than the dis¬ 
cretion to detain a man lndehmmk without trial “If you can swallow 
detention without trial. you must also swallwv this.” It is clear from 
the point ot Mew oi the Law Mcmbt r that there should be no discretion 
left, to the High Court with regard to am detenus under the Bengal 
Ctimmal Haw Amendment Act The will of the executive must be 
supreme, and no High Court, Mtm»* in India or elsewhere, should interfere. 
In a word they want to substitute executive discretion for judicial discre¬ 
tion. It tiie Law Member had said that, there would have been no 
ambiguity at all ami tin .iim ndnicnt of .Mr Itaju would have been unne¬ 
cessary Hut uit'T saving this is member of the Government, his legal 
instinct gets tht better ol him and tlien he quotes with approval the opinion 
>f another eminent iun-4, the Advocate G< ner.il of Madias, and says that 
in casts when- the detention k illegal, the High Cuur* has powet to 
mterieie and vCn the deti iitmn is h gal, tin- High Court Ini'- no power 
to inter** n H* -*"d that the ML >c *\. Gmwi.iI d» nu \\ 1 11 1 person who 
is legallv *n cusirxlv, that »- - d* t uned t n ^rict observance of the law. 

It rnuv I it g*»o<I law. had law oi indifferent law \Yc are not concerned 
with it lie is hov fully m rustody. and section 401 would not come in. 
Ill that cast* the High CoiiitV powei is t.ikcu away Then lit* says that 
what- the Adv«»t att Gtinr.d s,y. is this ih.it »f the detention is illegal, 
the lli/li C<ni't his |in‘'sdi( t u>u nut -i it 's *»•/;»!. nevc>* mud, whether that 
iegaluv has lin n - ii i« t■»»n»■«I by ai obuov'ui- lav\. e\<ii so, tlie power of 
the Fl'gli Couit is gone Tie n h* quo**s ti*.> opinion of the Advocate 
General and s j y tint it tin* <h mutton is iHeg d. «t does not accord with, 
tlie provision* >t this Criminal Law Amendment Act, however obnoxious 
th.d law is and tie* High Court has power to int**rft re Then in reply 
to an interjection by Su Ahdur Ibdiim tin Law Member said that if the 
d< tent ion L illegal the High Court can mteifere This we consider hw con¬ 
sidered opinion He has voiced two opinions with regard to the scope of 
this section. The first time he said it is pure unalloyed executive dis¬ 
cretion and that the High Courts have nothing to do with it and then 
he conics hack to another opinion and save that if there is illegal deten¬ 
tion, the High Courts can interfere. I am drawing attention to this 
Ambiguity. It is to remove tin* ambiguity that this amendment has been 
proposed. Thib amtndmeiit simply says, “Provided however that the 
procedure laid down in tlit* Act ha* been complied with” It does not 
want to take away section 4 altogether It wants to add only this proviso 
to make the scope of the section much clearer and unambiguous. 

Sir, in this connection l have to state that the Honourable the Law 
Member has left the House with the impression that the Honourable the 
Advocate General, Madras, has stated in the opinion given by him that the 
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High Court has power to interfere in all illegal cases of detention. I say 
that is not so That is not what the learned Advocate General has stated. 
What he says is this: 

“If the conditions of the statute aro Kit idled, the detention is lawful and the High 
Court will not exorcist- the jurisdiction under section 491 of the Criminal Procedure 
Code. If on the other hand the detention is unlawful because the conditions ot the 
statute have not noon complied with or the order has not been pat sod, sa>, by 1 lie 
proper authority, there is no reason why the subject should Ik* depiived ot his imnedv 
under section 491 and the principle obtaining in every part of the British empire, viz., 
that a person has a right to be protected irom illegal imprisonment should bo departed 
from in this country.” 

Mr. President: Door the Honourable Member think that the House 
has not already suilieientlv hoard tho Advocate General's opinion which 
has boon frequently quoted? 

Mr. T. N Ramakrishna Reddi: I ;m» only quoting it. Sir, to show . . . 

Mr. President: It hu® boon quoted rrp*\atedl\ befrire th« House 

Mr. T N. Ramakrishna Reddi: 1 y id w mt to show tha* tho Advocate 
General has on tho o 4 h*-r hand ;it*vi tmd this power is taken away by 
the enactment of c] m-e -1 Win should it be taken avav m this country 
while it remains »n .ill * it In r puits of lit** l»nt*di l^ii.rni •' ° That is the 
gisf ot' tin c»pin op o 1 the Advocate G# m ral 

Mr. President: The lkuN- h.is nu d*-d t# oimu r«Mis» -1 and has 

ropettd tta ah.oi.dmcut to omit it 

Mr. T. IT PnmaV.icbna Reddi: 1 - : * * V »; <e -.u t * J *u s-r, that 
it w.tv. n< ,t \ 1 ,i ;}i»* Hop.ici ••)!. »»> • i>. «\ Mt ml .*' bid -lifod it 

to bo :■ ti* i t*» tho tl « re - 'oo-o t i’ -mm i i + p« with regard 

to t ! i - T >1 i * 1 * 1 .11* up *]•> , iiub’ ,r m>, . *. 

Mr. K Ahmed (b\.ul::!n Ibv son \i.ih unm id.m Tumi) You are 
puttjn.; tin hor-. I>< h nd the cart 

Mr. President do Mr T X R.m- ki,-hn- lb idi) PI* a-.* po up 

Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna Reddi: Sir it it the intention oi tin* Gov- 
erimn lit to clear up the ainlnpuil \ and retain tie* power to tlio High 
Gnurts to mtertc'v in east rtf tfrejp 1 detention, tlwn there is absolutely 
no reason why tbo Government should not .accept this amendment On 
those irrounds. Sir, I support this amendment 

An Honourable Member: 1 move that the qm stion be now put. 

Sir Abdur Rahim (Calcutta and Suburbs- Mntnimnuuhui Urban): Mr. 
Jha-splent, I wish to say vey\ few words on this occasion because in the 
pivMous debate I made the portion of this part of tlie House quite clear. 
Sh iis lias licrti po'ntr-d rad by my Jlonour.ihh Ji'.end, Diuan Bahadur 
Medullar the amendment now bc f orv the Ilmisi is really a very modest 
on'*, aid it i-, not only modest, but I v< nteie to think it is extremely 
“M-.oh oi’i.< and a gr'-at deal depends on the ait it min of Government 
towards tins .amendment as to whether Honourable Members on this side 
ni the Hons«- will support the third reading of the Bill or not. Sir, WM 
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made our position absolutely clear from the very beginning as regards the 
Supplementary Bill. We expressed, time after time, our detestation of 
terrorist crimes, and we gave every support to the Honourable the Home 
Member, as representing the Government of India in this House in order 
to pass any reasonable measure by which this terrorist movement could 
he suppressed. I do not know whether the Honourable the Home Mem¬ 
ber or am of his colleagues in the Government have any sort of doubt 
as to the bnnti fulcH of this part of the House in this matter Sir. we 
nr? not all irresponsible people. We also here have men who have held res¬ 
ponsible positions m public life, and we can understand also the drift oi any 
measure—what will be the effect of such a measure on the country. I do- 
not think Government can claim that they are always in the right and 
that tvc* arc always in the wrong, and yet is not that the attitude that 
they have taken up on this occasion? Can it really be said that whatever 
the Government do or say is right, and that anything coming from this 
side is absolutely wrong or to be suspected? As has been pointed out, 
several amendments of a very verv modest character indeed have been 
moved We wanted for instance that in the Act provision should be made 
for making rules m order to ensure fair and reasonable treatment of the 
detenus. That was rejected Tie* Unim M'inker would not accept it. 
Then we also moved that tie* Oovemnn nt oujrht to appoint some Members 
of tins Asseiuhh as visitor of this detention e.iiiip or prison or whatever 
if tiirty be railed K\m tbit was not accept* d Now could not the 
Goxenim* id appoint any two o>* time Membi noni ,mir»ns r so mnnv 
Mi minis i,t tb v House who could be trusted to *jo ,md these detenus 
ui their phi'i^ hf d* motion and \> p»at to G.o.rnmtnt what flaw actually 
found 11 'riiat il-o Sir Was re|ei fed 

\..v' mi..’ a •' .mp* <*t. ni e tt'iv pi< *'f imc nlii'i n< It is a 

iin lit M •> i » i* > * i>',! . • im.oi at.ml ara’i b*. ‘if r> Y-s Gov- 

t run,, nt \ i *. t -r m 1 1 h- a t . *i 1 » ■! i "or an 

md" f i* it. p. ’ . ’ i * * • Iv *■, th .’,:t 1 r ! i "t w .] ' i < (if** Mm < •, t ] ,<v ng 

niirhi mi« i( t i -i . « p-'V'-'.in ». tli I»* t / i'miii „ •! L <w Amend¬ 

in' ; \| ( .1!' ’ •* i • • ■ 11 hr. I 1 .] j, , u -( •■!»: d Mil', " s,- . 1, ’h I .Vies 

in thi -. \' ij , 1111 * »'*'-■ • i.i'i" .f Hu* L.r il 11 .r-rmiu 7 .r i* ip ' ui' r out. the 
ordei - 41 ! th* \s 1 in \ m:ih'i ni to do w li d i \ ■ {h. \ lil.ew.th am person 

fla \ fih is. ,.n ] .ii’hst luui md detain him Is th..f r** il!\ the intention 
of tie- ( i.»\ . i * mi *.; 1»'.!‘ i of t ho mtli *r.s ..f the* \ ■* ** ^uielv flint 

cannot }i.* the uV ut>>n ^r fieri* i- a \i n ure it <1 fferenre between 
the High Court reuiwing tie* merits of a r;cm, and the ITieh tVnirt seeing 
that the pinM^'oiis of the \i*. tin* procedure laid d'wvn in the Act have 
been earned ..ut Tier, i; im need to tt'1 the Honourable the Home 
Mt mber that thin* is a v i-t d'tfeivnee We do not «av—at anv rate 

that is not the scope of the amendm. id -that the High Court should be 

authorised to p?il<r*» »*\<*n ease on its merits that is to sax whether there 
is sufficient evidence or not to justify a particular detention That is not 
the scope ot the amendment AH that the amendment seeks is that the 
Hi‘di (Yurts should he m a position to see that the procedure 

lairl down m the r, t neal Grimuia' Law* Amendment \e* was conformed 
to before .mi v letion has been liken Otherwise S’- \mi ire now 
leaving an uhsohdeh free hand to th.' e\e<ufive juflioWhes to do with 
any person whom they snspeet. of being concerned in anv terrorist 
movement whatever they Surely that is not what is wanted: and 

w’o really are not in any way trying to weaken the effect of the enactment. 



■2680 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[80th Mar. 1902. 

/ 

[Sir Abdur Rahim.] 

All that we do is this; we say, in selecting your men for detention or 
imprisonment, follow the provisions laid down by the Act. That is all 
that we are asking for. I do not know what the Honourable Member 
in charge of this Bill will say, whether he is prepared to accept this 
amendment or not. But 1 would appeal to him and 1 would repeat the 
appeal that has been made by Diwan Bahadur Ramaswaini Mudaliar, 
that the Government by their attitude ought to convince the general 
public that they are not unreasonable and that they mean only to strike 
at the terrorists, or rather men whom they suspect to he terrorists, 
according to their own enactment and according ,to the provisions of 
their own law. We want the Government of India to comince the public 
that they have no ulterior motive behind this Bill Surely, the Govern¬ 
ment ought to have no difficulty in giving us an assurance by accepting 
this amendment that their only object is that certain suspected persons 
should be detained according to the requirements of the Statute and nothing 
mere. If they are not, in a position even to give us that assurance by 
accepting an amendment of this sort, then we are put in a very false 
position. 

Sir, yesterday the Honourable the Home Member said that this House 
had allowed the Bill to go to the Select Committee; therefore, the House 
haF accepted the principle of the Bill But it only means that the execu¬ 
tive authority can arrest and detain a person at their discretion as long 
as they eoniorm to tlic provisions of the Bengal Criminal Law Amend¬ 
ment Act. But. lie argues that the House is not at liberty now to 

question any of the clauses of the Bill. That I submit, is neither a 

logical nor a reasonable attitude to take up This Hoiim , by allowing tho 
Bill to go to the Select Committee made it < lear, — at any rate, we, the 
Members on this side of the House, made it alw>lut< ly < l( ar. -that, if 
certain proposals of ours weie not accepted we should h* at liberty to 
throw out the Bill altogether if we could 

Now, Sir, another point was made by the Hoiiour.ddt the Ilomo Mem¬ 
ber, namely, that the majority of the St led Cournot!* i report* d in i «\our 
of the Bill But we haw h» *nd Iron) th» Chairman oi tin Select Com¬ 
mittee, Sir Him Singh (Jour, that h< did in»t mt an lo not appending a 
dissenting note that then* wen no provisions m tin Bill wlinh could be 

amended He made it clear t > us that lie felt ligiith oi wrongly, that 

as a Chairman he was tt.ii//lcd He could not speak out nor ''Mild lie write 
a dissenting nun lit* My Inend Mi Sitaiainaraju did appi nd a dissent 
ing minute as regards this clause Therefore so far as wi aie concerned, 
our position is perfectly consistent in pressing this amendment for the 
acceptance of tho Government and if we fail in that, we shall be at liberty 
to reconsider the whole position towards the Bill. 

Mr. C. 0. Biswas (Calcutta: Non-Muhammadan LrbaiiL Sir, 1 will just 
add a few w'oids to show why I consider this amendment to be very neces¬ 
sary. As S r Abdur Raliim lias pointed out, it is a very simple amend¬ 
ment and it does not ask tor much. It merely requires that the procedure 
laid down in the Act shall lx* followed. Sir, by its vote the House yester¬ 
day did enthrone “executive judgment", supplanting “judicial judgment”, 
as the Law' Member put it Art* w r e now to understand that executive 
action is not to conform even to the provisions of law? If tlrs amendment 
is not accepted by the Home Member, it will mean that the Government 
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with the r eves open will sanction deliberate non-compliance with the pro¬ 
visions of this Act on the part of their officers. Are they prepared to accept 
that positiont 1 No doubt the Honourable the. Law Member pointed out 
that in li s opinion recourse to the High Court is always open, ii the deten¬ 
tion or the arrest is not m accordance with tin?, Acl. Lf that be so, there 
is no harm in accepting 1 li« amendment, lf, on the other hand, my friend 
file Home Member is nut prepared to share Sir Jlrojendni’s opinion, then 
it im'iins that lie will know ugly sanction an illegal act. Sir, what is the 
effect of that? Section 491 is suspended, which me.ms that an aggrieved 
person cannot apply to the High Conn even tor the. purpose of showing 
that the arrest was illegul. That would not, howe\er, automatically make 
an illegal act legal; merely because the right to question the legality of an 
action is taken away, it does not follow ipso facto that the act becomes a 
legal acl. it the act is Ilegal m tlie M»iise that- it is not in conformity 
with the provisions t)i the Aet, I think there ought to be left some remedy 
to tin* aggrieved person, even it lie cannot apply under section 491, either 
to File the person who makes the arrest or to prosecute him in a criminal 
court, ii t could be said ihat Midi lemedv was open to the party, I should 
not mind the Home Member opposing this amendment. Unfortunately, 
hir, ii yon look at section il of the Bengal Aet, you will find therein 
provided “that n<» suit, pi«*srcut on nr other legal proceeding shall lie 
against am pet son foi any act which is m good nutli done or intended to 
be done under the \ct ’ Marl: tie wmds “intended (<> be done ’. So, 
that protei K an nlhi t r not mi roly from anything when is done, but which 
is intended ii. In- dnii" 1 '.e word- .ih \«t\ wide It these .\ords were 

not their and it it was ii]k n :«i any p.ntv to prueet d against anv person 

'dm mal.i s tin an* 't on tii" l 1 i mi uul lint the airesi i v illegal, 1 should not, 

‘C i h l\ « s <ud. U-l-t mu tin- plovisu lilt n. S» it you Will look ‘it the 

terms ol clause ] \mi wdl find the follow mg words. 

‘Tin* po\tt*is (onioned l#\ so-1 i.n 491 uf tin Code oi Criminal Piotodmo 1896. ^hall 

not hi* oxeitisod in r» ,«n\ p»n -mm .iiio-gm! «oniniii‘i*d ii> <>i detained m custodv 

illicit i t In* .iJ At i ’ 

Il d.i»s in a iisi ib, w 111 < i -, I'liij-Mi'tiiii: l-i In nrit-ted » >»mmitt< tl or detain¬ 
ed’ (’! ,u t 1 it-ill thei" 4 '»u i-•htem,ilat* - th it tla arrest ..r c »nnnittal 
or detention nm-t be • ie^al aru-i a Ii g.d CMiiimitt.il m v a It »’:•] detention 
Ji that la so win h then is tin "h|eetn.n to aeieptmg tin aim ndment of 

Mr ,sjt;n imaia|u ' Hut as 1 said, tie omit unpin,.n! thing is that, 

!mv ng legard lo section II of the B* ngal ('nnunal Law Amendment Act, 
which gives a cotnph'tc indemnity io>t merely in respect of acts done under 
the Act, but in respect ot acts intended ’o be done under the Act, a safe- 
guard l’ke this is verv neeessarv 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar (Home Member}: Mr. President, I 
must confess to a. certain sense ot grevance and injustice that before 
Honourable Members opposite heard what I had to say on this amendment, 
they are prepared to charge me in advance with an attitude of complete 
unreasonableness In that charge it was further alleged against me that 
I had shown complete unreasonableness because I have unfortunately felt 
myself called upon to oppose two or three of their amendments which have 
already been deposed of by the House But I would ask Honourable 
Members to recall that I did on each occasion give what I, at any rate, 
thought to be very good reasons why I could not accept those amendments. 
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[Sir James Grcrar.] 

With regard to the general appeal of Sir Alxiur Rahim and ilie weighty and 
eloquent admonitions which lnne fallen particularly from Mr. Mudaliar— 
with regard to these general observations, m respect of a good deal of the 
contents of which 1 myself am in considerable agreement. 1 shall have to 
say a word or two before 1 conclude. I wish to deal, in the first instance, 
with the difficulties, the vary serious difficulties of law and ol‘ practice, by 
wh'ch 1 find myself confronted in this, as it has been represented, quite 
trivial and innocuous amendment In the first instance, though I do not 
wish to press this point, 1 must nevertheless recall that the amendment 
presents a preliminary difficulty because it does not specify to what parti¬ 
cular Act the proviso is intended to refer. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju ((lanjam rum V ixugup.it am Non-Muhammadan 
Bural) * If is the Bengal Criminal Law* Amendment Act. 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: Thai I undustand is the intention 

of the Honourable Member By tlu Act hr means the local Ad. Very 
well. J will pursue im argutm nt a I it t It huther Tin amendment proceeds 
on the assumption that it is possible to dt.iw a pemdK eh.tr and definite 

line between nutti r< «»t pioeedim and mattem wlueli ar* matters ot sub¬ 

stance or of inenN l’liat Si» p w beta m\ diba 'i!t\ i‘m|"is m 

Sir Abdur Rahim: Thai - T.m otr, d..\ in tin Hich t’mirt 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: ] w i-b i* this p.unt more 

part a* dv’U w ill n It- 'in * ■ t 1 * *• _ » • »i 1 via! I• 1 i t • >n» i<• < 11* •U"Ui - 

hie an i . 1 •» * nd ^p \»»• i .» I! ,i, ‘ I t,.. » -1 « »< *d Imp t> i \ that 

i’» i * 1 4 * , . i j I.. - . i • t. t . . * iji t.i lii t • \ ■ i 1 n 11 ich 

( Tin : f • ; , m ■ >1 ■ 1 ’ v » • _ . t !i* M- 1 ; . i u•» . i u l» i bat 

the Id’.t' u.iim ♦ , el*.! (\ lit \f *t - bn .> t i .'l\ i !•!> t i \ -v\ it is 

pn ( iseL oh i ii u ji •■nt in*; iin iih \ .i■ -* Ii'^-m.m » ti" p|"*iaiion 

Of hUtloii L' m, (la In?.] Act i- < pi f e) »>, ii ti** I- I ‘ >n ,i|»l" o to I *• Mills 

C'jear, ill it I" to s,i\. til it O 1 • HUM I 1 l | /'S.n .)\ till* {.,»•* l| I im\i milH’Llt 
und» r mc'ihii 2 aid •* 1!n p.uIm-m o* .u* I «lm cti os in the older an* in 

«icc(trd.iii<*( wth the iiivm iij'tu hi- o* tiii \ct, then I i d ■ it that no High 

<!ourt would iliuik of go.in: behind tin n»*dr r Th .< at am rate. is. mv 
rwn view, (hit th< position with regard l" sietion I U u rent. Section 

4 provides that any officer of Hoverimii n: tintii«*iisi «1 in this behalf may 

arrest vvthout wan.ml any jierson against whom a re is. amble suspicion 
exists 'rhat s»-ci i«»n d'tb‘ 1 ^ very mnt»*nalh 'rmii -efpop J. been use whoroaR 
T section 2 when tin* question "1 opinion arses u \< expressly provided 
that that shall he the opinion of Bocal Government. 

Sir Abdur Rahim: Tl.**re must be an orde»* in wr.ting. 

# 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: r ..m th. point of opinion. Sec- 

ton 2 po scnla -i that win n the qm - ‘ion "I • pun ai tr.->os, it is the opinion 
of the Loral (lovu'iiiin nt In sect am 1 thei. T not the ‘-rune analogous 
provision, tint, jf must be fla* opinion of tin aurlionsed officer that ?i 
reason a) dr mspiei <>n exi.-d**'. \o. the question <*/’ reasonable mmpic'on is 
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not so qualified. Therefore, according to my view of the case, the ques¬ 
tion of the existence of a reasonable susp'cion is inextricably bound up 
with the question of the further action which the Officer taken* in pursuance 
of his view with regard to reasonable suspoion. That is to suy, the reason¬ 
ableness of the information upon which he holds a suspicion and on which 
he proposes to take action. Now, Sir, that being so. and if my view 
of the section is correct, it will be possible for a person, who has been 
arrested and detained under section 4, to apply lor a writ under section 491, 
Criminal Procedure (Vide, and if the Court took the view which 1 am told 
nia\ very \u-W he taken on the grounds which 1 hu\e mentioned, then the 
whole question of the merits would definitely conn- into quest on It would 
be possible--this is the view which I desire to press upon Honourable 
Members—it would he possible if that view is correct, that when a ques¬ 
tion of proeedme under this particular section 4 is m debate, the Court 
may re*juire the Olhecr to witi-dy it that there was reasonable suspicion 
based upon information and evidence. Consequently the whole of the 
practical difficulties which are involved in tin hnbui* cm pus jurisdiction 
in respect nt th - Act w«*uld arise, and not only that 1 have already had 
ccasion to point out to tie* House th.it action under section 4 is one of 
;he most nnpoiiain of th»* power*' contained in the local Act I gave 
reason- to show that tli ** provision, section had on frequent occasions 
ied to Hu- rapid and prompt arrest of the persons concerned, that the 
nolle* and the * \eeuti\e (iovemment ul JJengal had recourse to the aid 
«»t the prow.'on- ui this section in order to prevent the commission of 
terrorist outrages That is a very serious danger ot which I have to -warn 
the House, and I think the House will allow that m impressing that point 
o, view on the House, l am not acting from an unreasonable motive of 
mere obst mate resistance to every sensible and modest proposal wh eh is 
made 1 have the very gravest apprehension with regard to th s matter. 
IVirther I should like to point out thi-., the clause of the Act as it stands 
i*-, of course precis* h paralh] to sub-section ♦> of section 191. Cr tninal 
1*1 ocedlire Code It is intended to operate m precisely the same way but 
.i. respect ot a different cat* gory of case* Now. there s no such proviso 
aa that proposed m this amendment attached to s« ction 491 It. therefore, 
the corresponding and paralh 1 p^-wwon in 4 hU present P> II does contain 
that proviso. 1 submit that the normal canons ot interpretation suggest 
that it mports something new ‘something material and something 
substantial 

I hope, Sir. I have said enough to convince Honourable Members 
opposite that m\ attitude in this matter is not unreasonable, but I am 
confronted w tli \er\ serums difficulties If 1 accept this amendment on 
behalf of Government. 1 should create a situation of great danger, with 
the possibility of the purpose of (he Bill being defeated in respect of one 
of its pr ncipal provisions. 

Sir Abdur Rahim: May I ask one question? Does not the High Court, 
«<s a matter of fact, every dav discriminate between questions of procedure 
and questions on merits? The High Courts do it everv dav and it is a 
well known fact. . 

Mr. S. C. Mitra (Chittagong and Kajshahi Divisions: Non-Muham¬ 
madan Rural): The Honourable the Home Member has no experience ol 
High Courts, though he is eontroll ug the destiny of all High Courts. 
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The Honourable Sir James Crerar: It is not for me to say what the day- 
to-day practice of the High Courts is. The Honourable and learned gentle¬ 
man is better an are of t hat than I am. But what I do wish to point out 
:f, here is a question where procedure and merit seem to be so closely 
connected, that a Court might conceivably take that view. Anyway, I 
have the greatest apprehensions on that point Moreover, it is not the 
case, as has been alleged, that the purpose of this Act is to allow the Local 
Government or any ollicer of the Local Government to fail to comply with 
the procedure laid down in the Act. 

The Honourable and learned Member from Bengal asked me to believe,— 
which I very readily and very willingly do—m the bona /idea of bis party 
and in the attitude which they have taken with regard to this Bill. But 1 
beg him also U> grant to me the same recognition ot mv good faith in the 
mutter. I aUo ask the House to consider this, that it you are giving 
extensive powers,- the powers which have aheady been given to the Local 
Government by the local Ait but A you are going to it cognise those 
powers and supplement them, vnu muM ircvit.ildv lx pn pared to recog¬ 
nise good fu'th .hi the part of the lcsponsihlc olluti-. of (Inurnment who 
are authorised t. take action Now, it a person were detained tx\ond 
period prescribed in ^ Uu.u l quite apait in«m .mv leniedus which on 
some views of tlu ease In might have hefot. tlx High ('curt, I am not 
concerned to anna tli it iin\\, — lie would ( ertamlv have one immediate 
remedy by petuiniimg Hie Local (lovriimirnt : and 1 have not the slightest 
doubt that the Local Government would deal m good faith with a petition 
of that kind. 

Well. Sir, 1 should now like him to -*.jv a tew wold* mi tlx general 
admonitions which were made to me T have had a very diflii till task 
indeed with reference to tin* Bill and w ith reference to all the matters 
which were the occasion for tin* Bill and I do mod strenuuUsK contend 
that, my atlitudc m the matter li.ix not been one oi unreasonableness The 
Bill is a very shoit oix ; I do not deny that its provisions are drastic and 
import serious changes into the law But it is unju-d that I should bo 
accused of unreasonableness and that the principle - and operative portions 
of the Bill being so sboit and so simple, however d<cpK the\ may go, it 
should be impufed to me as unn u*oiniblenes^ that I <un not picpamd to 
accept amendments winch in m\ view seriouslv shalu the validitv of those 
principles. T agree entirelv with wliat fell 1mm two Tlononial.h MeniherR 
on the front Bench opposite that bv far tin best remedy for dealing with 
this grave disease would lx* to mobilise public opinion against it. I grant 
that; I fully appreciate that if and when that is done it will be a far more 
potent weapon against the terrorist imminent, than any measure of legis¬ 
lation can possibly be But with this appeal made to ns by the Legis¬ 
lature and the Government of Bengal lo do wliat wr can and what they 
regard as important and what we regard as import mt in the wav of legis¬ 
lation, I feci that I must persist in mv own appeal to the House to 
supplement the Act by the provisions of this Bill 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That to clauRQ 4 the following proviso be added : 

'Provided, however, that the procedure laid down in the Act has been complied 
with’.” 
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The Assembly divided: 

AYES—45. 


Abdoola Haroon, Seth Haji. 

Abdul Matin Chaudhury, Mr. 

Abdur Rahim, Sir. 

Bagla, Lala Rameshwar Prasad. 
Khuput Sing, Mr. 

Biswas, Mr. C. G 
(•hinny, Mr. Rahimtoola M. 

Das, Mr. B 

Dutt, Mr. A mar Nath. 

Gun|al, Mr. N II. 

Bariums Singh Brar, Sirdar 
Ibrahim Mi Khan, Lt Nawab 

M uli.imniad 
Kim, (’li.uulhn 
.ladh.i*. Mi R \ 

Jehangu. Sir Cowasji 
.In. r Mi S’ G 
.luvbi. Mi \ M 
Liliiu Gaudrunv Mi D K 
f..tl i..t.I Mr 

M.i* o > ,» Mmi i ! Mr M 
Mn,l Mi l; \ 

Mitr.L, \ 1 « " < . 

Mii.i/. .i'ii I> ih.i<1 in Mr 

M ;ili irr-rn id 


Mudahar, Diwan Bahadur A Rama* 
swami. 

Munshi, Mr Jehangir K 
Murtuza Saheb Bahadur, Maulvi* 
Sayyid. 

Neogy,.Mr. K 0. 

Parma Nand, Bhai 
Patil, Rao Bahadur B L. 

Rajah, Raja Sir Vasudeva 
Ranga Iver, Mr C S 
Rnstogi Mr Badri Lai 
Redd i. Mr T N Ramaknslinn 

Sadiq ll.i«*an, Shaikh 
Sant Singh. Sardar 
Saida, ])/u*rin Bahadur Haihilv* 

Sen, Mi S G 

Son. Pan flit Sat vend ra NVh 

Khafeo Daoodi. M.inlu -Muhammad 
S'n m ;h, Kn'iu' Gupt«* hw.n Prasad 
Ss.-h. M: r, Y: a ~vl 
N f'ln^i.e in*. M * 1 R 
Soli.m Smjh. Si»Jnr 
Thi-nn.'. M- K P 

t:,»|n V Bah.dor. M* . 


NOES -50 


Acott, Mi \ S V 
Ahmad Naw.i’ Khan, Major Navao 
Ahmed. Mr K 

Allah Baksh Kh.m Tiwana. Khan 
Bahadur Main. 

Ankle*.,ilia, Mr \ \ 

Azi/uddin Ahmad Bilgiami Qari 
Bajpai. Mr G S 
B.iMr R S 
Bmei;i. Mr R.ijnarayan 
Bln , "«»\ \ Rai Bahadur Parnl *■ 

T. N 

Bliore. ! lie Honourable Si’ Jose h. 

(low, Mr \ G 
Ckisgiave Mr W V 

Crerai, The Honoin.iMe Sn •Tame.'* 

Dalai, Dr I? 1) 

I’a/.il llaq Pirath.i, Shaikh 
Fov. Mr D B. 

From h, Mr ,T. C. 

Graham, Sir Lancelot 
Guvnne, Mr G. W 
ITovvoll, Sir Evelyn 
Ishwar^ingp. N.ivvah Nahnmngii 

Jawahar Singh, Saidir Bahadur 
Sai dar. 

Lnl Ghand, TTonv Gaptnin Rio 

Bahadur Ghaudhri 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. President: The question is that 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 4 was added to the Bill. 


Megaw Ma;oi General J \V D 
M imre. Anhur 

Morgan Mi. G 
Mujumdar Sauk’ G \ 

Mukhenee Rai Babadm S C 

Nixon, Mr .T G. 

Novre, Sir Frank 
Pandit, Rao Bahadur S R. 
filial*. Mr \ II 

Rafi 1 iidio Ahmad. Khm Bahadur 

Manlvi 

Rughuhir Singh. Kunua ■ 

Rainv, The Donouralle Sir Ceoigo 
Rajah, Rj..» Bihadur M G 
Rama Rao. Diuan Bahadur U. 

Ran Mr V H 
Rv in. Mr T. 

Sahi. Mr Rem Prashad Naravan 
Sarnia. Mr R. S 

Sehlifter. The TTonourable Sir Gtorge 
Scoti, Mr J. Ramsay 
Shor Muhammad Khan Craiihar, 
Captain. 

S vices Mr FI F, 

Tin Tut, Mr 

Wajihuddin, Khan Bilndur TTaji 
Yam in Khan. Mr. Muhammad 
Young. M»* G M 


clause 4 stand part of the Bill. 
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Clause 5 was added to the Bill. 

Mr. President: The*, question is thut clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju : Sir, I move that to clause 1 the following ho 
added at the end: 

“It shall remain m force for a penod not exceeding three year*.*' 

In moving this amendment, it is my desire that we should have on record 
the opinion expressed by the Honourable the Law Member the other dav as 
regards the extent of‘this Act. The original Act was to extend up to 
1935. No specific penod has been fixed lor this extending Bill. In view 
of the fact that- under the General Glauses Act no speefic provision 
occurs in this regard, it is found necessary to haw the opinion of the Gov¬ 
ernment whether, li the Bengal Act were to extend indefinitely after¬ 
wards without reference to this Legislature, this r\t< ndmg Bill also would 
have the same extent The Honourable the Law Member flu other da\ 
expressed a different opinion. I do bche\c that tIn opinion expressed by 
the Honourable the Law Member was quite accurate, hut in view ot the 
fact that the antecedent course taken b\ tin Brneal Legislature was 
different on this point. I thought I would hk< to have this point cleared 
ill this debate Sir, I move. 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: Mr J'resident. 1 do i rally hope that 
it will not he imputed to me lor unrighteousness q J lim constrained to 
oppose this anundment. i»»r reasons practically tin same .is those which I 
laid betore the House when an amendment nhitmg to the duration ol 
the clause was raised on clause 4 The object <»i tins liill is to supple 
meat the local legislation, and I should like* to point out that the Act 
which the Bill is designed to supplement has already been m operation tor 
about a year and a halt, and has three years and sunn months to continue. 
But, I think it must be obvious that the Supplementary Bill as I urged 
before, must he coterminous and synchronous with the local Act, other¬ 
wise we should be preparing the possibility of a very serious and in¬ 
convenient and even dangerous position, if unfortunately tlint Act were 
still in force HI years hence All the provisions w< make in this Bill to 
supplement the local Act, would, after that period expire 

Sir Gowasji Jehangir (Bombay City. Non-Muhammadan Urban): May 
Task the Honourable Member a question 0 11 the local Act is extended, 
will the Government of India have to come back to tins Honourable House 
with a new If ill? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: That is a point of law. Sir. on which 
I confess I am not in a position to give an authoritative opinion. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: But surely the Honourable Member is in ft 
position to assure this House that if the Local Government extend their 
own Act, they will come back to this House tor another supplementary 
Bill. That is a question of policy ; surely it does not want a lawyer to 
advise Government on that point 

An Honourable Member: And there are many law\«-rs on the Govern¬ 
ment side! 

Sir Lancelot Graham (Kecrdarv. Legislative Department): I do 
not know whether I shall be allowed to intervene by mv some¬ 
what angry friend on the opposite side. He said it does not 
require a lawyer; but that is precisely what it does require. I think 
it is rather a tricky point that is involved. Personally* I incline to 
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the view that, m the manner in winch we make amendments, that is, in 
situ , this act will he eo-terminous with the local Act, if that is extended 
by amendment lint the Honourable Member will see that is a point of 
law and a \er\ nice point ot law, and noi tile sort o J point ol lav\ that 
turns up e\er\ d.i> in the courts with which practitioners are familiar. 1 
do not think tliai fin !ionntu.ihle Alt iuIm i* n infilled to s?i\ it ,1 mutter 
oi policy 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: What is tin* position ol <io\«-mnmnt tli.-nAre 

Government in a posili »n to give an a^ui'ann that it the JJerigu) Council 
extend their Act tin \ will come bad to this Hoiiourahle IFon^* what¬ 
ever the law tna\ he? 

An Honourable Member: Then i> the L.r.v Mender' 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: 1 realJv must a-k th,. 11.t<» 
accept tin inet that not being a teciin’cal lawyer invsell I cannot put 
myseli lorw.ml in 1 1uit e.tp.ieii\ and gm* wli.it purports to he an authoiita- 
tne let;.! 1 op-nion whin I loioa pert* ctl\ ueJJ that jii\ opinion j-. not 
authoritative 

Mr. C. C. Biswas: W.i\ I ask m I hmoui .ihle tin rid. when p.rt i ui 
tin lb lie.d Act oi l‘rj:> the part wluih .halt w it h «spi eial tnbnnaL and 
apju i! to High C'niit- w.i'v u . nacte.l or i • ui nine «1 h\ tie* Jjeng.d Hound 
in 11KW i w 1 1 • • 11 > e * .a not fin Hum mint nt ol India introduced nvMi Icun- 
lation liei'i* h. n t tin i.»n•■‘-ponding provisions ol the Supplementary 
Act ‘ Tli.o did not a< so.ai ithi l*i liLt.iI Act was e\G nded the Suppie- 
mentarv A'f was .ditoin it n*all\ talon to h» < • <n: inimiL 1 That e pointed out 
in the Statement ot Objects and Keatons 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: '! h* mis»\.*r t-> th.* Ih nomahh 
lMeinl».*i s tjiie-'t ion <s that lit* is eorn-O \" supplement.*1 , IMI on that 
restruitd po*t...n <1 tin local -Vet was at 11 1 • t tim»* introduced into thi« 
Leeislatine I maintain and I s.*nouM\ ni-.v upon the H.>um‘ that *t L 
ol*\ .»n-l\ a ip »*i ss;i» \ rliuiL ijuit apart t‘i *m tlit‘ technical local p »int . . 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju: U the lionourahk* Meml.o* uwai. ilia* the Law 
Mi'inl or the other da\. on the floor »t Mns House iv iimvev to Sir Tlari 
Siiiiyh Gour, stated that it will not extend*’ 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: I Ip aid uh*.t m\ Honouraldo enl- 
le.igiie s 4 ,i<l Thit I Miu^t hunt m\sc!i t»» the (jue-tion of practical etlect. 
and I do urge up oi the House that this Supplementary I * 1 11 which supple 
iiients the loed \et -1 am concerned now w'th the local Act as it now 
stands it was enacted m MHO ought to be to-terminou? with that enact¬ 
ment That* *■* niv contention 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: Sir, here k a statement made !>\ the Honour *I.Ie 
the Law Member. Is Government prepared to stand l>\ that statement 
or do they wish to repudiate it 0 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: f have said nothing whatever that 
RUggests repudiation on inv part of an opinion given b\ m\ Honourable 
colleague the Law Member 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: Sir. this is what the Honourable the Law Mem¬ 
ber said the other day : 

"Therefore, what we are doing is .supplementing the Bengal A<*t <.r 1930 It’ the 
Bengal Act of 1930 he repealed or exhausts itself by efflux of t’me md he le-cn.nted 

n 
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[Sir (’uwahj] •l( > h. a ui^ii a | 

m the .sumo trim-, then »i\ -ulmu.s-ion is. lii.n lhis mea me winch wo .no i.mudei 
ni£ now will lint att.eh itself in that »o eii.ieied 1110.1 me, hoo.iiiso. this Bill ip so 

mam; wnnls. th.u M e supple solitary in the \it ol IbAO .mil ii i. iu>i oipploment ary 
to ,m\ V t i which i.'.jx ho re mailed m 103 h Tlioio i* no -eilmii m too (tenoral 
(\au-es Ail n. mi .m\ t»i In*: l.iw th.u ] Unnv ol wlueii .into .i.itn ill\ altiaits ,1 
supplement.irv measure m an o\lended measure 

Sir. this is |m i !■ ( ti\ clear laudd-c I want to l.now whether (invemment 
arc prepared , > simul In the sialciiimt s.r \ ( s nr no 

Sir Lancelot Graham: As m\ Incud says, it js perfectly clear that the 

ease is i nlii' !\ distinct Tin i loimui aliie tin- Law Member was dealing 

with t lie i .ei' oi at. Vet winch Had been allnucd to lapse Supposing this 

Vet is all. we I in lapse and is n-enacted Tied I s * ijinte different Irom alter, 
mg the uin .1 mi i ».■ iisi h\ an amemmiL ihd ! in ease which was covered 

by the lloiiie.ddi tin haw Mruijx i 's a i as , .> Is s.ud where the Vet is 
allowed to la esc and is rc-cnacfcd . ill that tav (his Supplement m \ \< 1 
of course WDiili ha\i 1 1 > ivl.it iop t > that ii-iu.ietid Vi t hut I t h 1 1 1 1\ it 
would have ties rflec! this Supp einciiJui \ Vet would hi hi It IiiniiiMIS 
will) the Denial] A<1 it 1h.it Ad w.i^ lint allowed in da th.n i '.i s.i\ not 

it it was rc-eiiaiei hut I tb*- di>t , .it | < < !i « l.msi m the l‘»i in’.!. Vet was 

extended dmm. tin rli ot tin Win .d \i t A 1 ».• \ 1 nndi t d.-tid to hi the 

position 1 >ul . a-. 1 s.*\ t 'sit i s tint ill an\ we\ n < "utlu t with wli.it was 

said ie ih. Ib ep ..irahle tin 1 ,.i w Mi mini tlu ntlui d i\ \hei, In* -pohe 
about 1 . enact lueht 

Mr. President’ die .im-stimi >s 

'Cl. a in « in* ! i • ♦ : 11 i«>\.;ti_ !.e .nlded ,»1 i he * 1.1 

j; d,,*!; 11 111, i 1 11 |i, »m a peijnd 1 1< >1 •*\'' , ri| iijj I 111 • > \» , 

Till Vssrmbh di\ tiled 

V \ !•> 7* 
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\1ifh*i II ’tmn Sh 
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l.idh.e . Ml b v 

Jehamm , Sir < (> \a >ji 

.ter, Mr S f. 

Laliin rh ■" 1 < • M. " ‘ 

I ib hand \ .< \ ah * i M r 
Maswood Vhm.id M» M 
Misra. Mr B \ 


V n . M > s i 

Mini ill.u Diw.m lt.di.idin \ Hama* 

Mil In . I S | | , | ( , \ 

MmpsIi. Mi .Ich.iiic.r K 
M • I ii y • s.ihi’l. Bah idrn M. in l.i 
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N-m V M* K c 
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K.e n* i \and, Khar 
Kafil b’.m I’.ih »dui K L 

Ibi. hi.be M'.di Knrw.ii 
Kaip'.'i lid Mr i S 
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II-drl. Mi T \ K.m-.inMm. 

^ idp| IIjc.ip '-liad h 

‘sen Snr'li Sard .ii 

s ->id i tin <m Kahadnr N.uhihis 

Sc|> Mi s ( a 

S.-n l‘.iPib{ S.it\ ( >fid) , \,dh 
Siiijrli. Rmn n Cupft^huai Ktasad 
Sind, M r f v .i i'i,i-.id 

Sit i:e raiajn Mr K 
Snh.-ip Srrp p t' Sirdar 
Th:iiti|i.iti M i K P 
T T npi S.llp'li It.ihadur. Mr 
W-n.huddiM Khan Bahadur TTa,i 
Vamin Khan, Mr Muhammad 
Zrauddin Airmail. Dr. 
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Tne Honourable Sir James Crerar: \I> l*r. -nl* ip 1 mo\, tmp ih< Hill 

, i , *’i ! <• |m-si i! |n ni.iKniL 1 h * - m .imp 1 d< hi« i prnpns L to detain 

till* II • .-t • I *1 PioM ill,tn i \vM ii 111 IHl’e- I h.l\P t'l’t |d- -poke]) 

>\ o' -i in* 1 1 •« ovt te-.v m nr mr -cup-. ***»tI i mi Hie fnoad 

n> in inIr- lee U-’ 1 -nil . .n i * I t >u» -ub d im point- tli.it li \. ‘ pm-cp In 
f h* ’o’' !• n.e.b | 1 1 , i \ (' n<.\\ f » - o 1 uit i’i H ilns tv to lve.a'i tin* 1! * * iis-i' 

t<, |i|. |.| . i» ' vl!, w||"h I tllMllx Ills 1 • rll m v .1 Mt. -J, T» -T of hi Ml£* 

incil oi tic <■ * r*s,. ,»• loii' and detailed i 'pm tt’.'ii •»^ --tic- which, 
liow.'wr .iiii•• >*’t.ii'i mi tli- niscKcs .nv nece—anl' -ul>-uti.n M t-> tb it ma ; n 
i^ii, \ m« I t h it ..s ] «• 'MC'-'ivc «t e* tips- whethtr there e\ : cis in 

p M .I , \» (m -»r;t\c |.ul*1 i• stn.pMn uhvb > nr*• 'iitl\ -n lined «. f v,.nn ^ 
AV' 1 b »\c to consider \\ In'll«€ r tlii* net ion t iken by the Local (lovcrnin. nt . nd 
endorsed op rnpp.itoil . i-msiiiin 1 an o\ erwhelniimj ma|nv : t\ m tbc W-d 
T.f "Mat mv k* a poin^c of :»<t : on \ Inch w\V contribute, to a vn mr-^nrv 
- m ,l v ,< ,i d>].cto,- itMMtk t 1 '. control md Mippro<;<inn of tin* inronst 
lnovuneni We have to 'onsider whether w*e on"ht to accent +h- hard 
lorn* of l‘ictv and c»rrimi%t.men- and tpc eoncluMonp of tho<e uii vlu ni the 
most immediate re-n mOhd't\ re<t<* a- to the course of action which ou"ht 
in be taken Wo have to consider whether in mnHor<; which are outside 
thc r competence and wlvch nv within opr sole compebnec we oprrht to 
op, loro' th.mo conclusion* and »-omo to the advance of the 1 c ^ aufhn- 
ritic*- and the loca] L. d let we On tho*e lewd i?<np< however much 
differ on relatively minor points. though T do not desire hv cnlVng 

r 2 


we m\ 
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tliem minor points to under-fstimutc their importance, I Jeel tlicit tiieie 
is no |>()sfeil)ilit \ ol an answer in any other sense than a broad alhrimitae. 
It has not been seriously contended m tins House either that the terrorist 
movement does not exist m Bengal or that it constitutes a \er\ graxc 
danger not only to that Presidency but to the wliolt ol India Spt akcr 
after speaker on the other side ol the House has arisen to sax tlen that 
position is accepted and admitted If that really is so, \er\ little remains 
for me to say. If that is so, suiely the onl\ answer that we can v'\t to 
this demand winch is made upon us toi assistance is that we should ‘/rant 
it l deeply regret iliat m the very Iasi days ol my membership ol this 
Assent I jl\. if should ha\e fallen to mx lot to bring helore the A-scmhix 
a measure of this kind and to h;»\e lud (o dea! w th it during th, n m 
days ol rlehate it has occupied the time of the lions. It lia^ been ver\ 
diflicuh and a u'O imenviabl, task \e\ertlk-lc ss noia .>| ik can reins, 
to open our exes to plan facts, still |vnn di.dine to disehar'je our u spon- 
sibditx ll in laaause I 1e< 1 lliai in spite of the differences <>l' opinion 
that luxe arisen and the coulr.\eisics that ln\e been thii'-Iud out as 
regards certain relatixelx subsidiarx (piestious arising out ol’ h * me*-'lire 
there is agreement on the major •ssue'-. I luxe the utmo'l '•onlidene. tli*■ t 
the Hons, will h, pi nuiid tn a rmaist lln-^e facts and xull he prcpavi.l 
to (liseli.n ge its respniis.hihi \ 

Mr. C. S Ranga Iyer (liomlKuud and hum.mu hmsmis, Aon- 
JMuhamuuid.in hum!/ S» i he Honourable lia Ilona Ahiubei, with u 
touch ot patho-, said that ill the m ry la-t daxs u! Jiin ua lnherslnji lie ha<l 
to ]uit up the held that lie li.is pm up h>r xxhat !a thinks is neee^sar la 
suppress th* tciroiM nm\t in.-nl n. Hene.d and to |u*\eut the .*\t m* oi. 
ol that tcimrism to ..tier n’oxmcis Thai Si .n l,i»- as the H'hm mrahlc 
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this salt' of the Ihuu. haxe hk.wi < a dufx toiaihum . i nd that Hut \ wi 
have been performin': T an. pa,. ed t > think T 1 «\ * .dsn been pet forming 

it bx declining to serve on iln Select (‘onmittu* t i which the Home 
MV-mbci was willing to mute m** 1 Hr* not Mgr. e with tlm pruieu !c of 

this Hill, and oxen at this last st.,te we liave to clear!', strough md in 
unambiguous languagt proolaun with all the nnj»hasis that we .an com¬ 
mand that we do not accept the pruiei|>Ie underlying this P,ih and T wish 
the Government had accepted the advice of "Provincial Gov> rnmenfs and 
stood out from the danger that tliex stood in of extending terrorism to 
other provinces, if they honestly behoved the detenus were terrorists The 
verx fact that the other Provincial Governments w/iv unxxdlh'ng to r >"eopt 
these* detenus in their fails on grounds 'which are r> eoivh d in flit reports 
and opinions circulated to Members of this TTouse. the verx fact tint they 
did not want them ought to have convinced the Government of India not 
to bring those unfortunate people from long distances to a place w ; (hin 
their own furisdietion, these untried people, who have not been oroved 
guiltv. T am perfectly willing to concede that there is a terrorist move¬ 
ment in Bengal, hut T am unwilling to concede that every detenu is a 
terrorist- A man who has not been proved to he guiltv, as every English¬ 
man who has read the English jurisprudence is aware, is innocent The 
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Jaw presumes them to he innocent and the opposition would not he worth 
it- salt il it accepted the opinion of the 1 Home Member as regards these 
untried detenus l am perfectly willing to grant that the Honourable 
the Home Member has gone through the documents which are in his 
possession, in the possession ol the Government of Bengal and the police in 
Bengal, documents which cannot 1 e produced on the floor of this House, 
winch cannot he produced in a court of law and winch, as f;.r as we are 
concerned, .ire dead documents which have no legal value and are from 
the legal point of view ab^oluh 1 worthless 

Sir, such being the case, opposed as we are to the terrorist movement, 
stmnvh. emphatically and uneompromiHinglx, we cannot give a long rope 
to the Government so far as detenus and untried persons arc concerned. It 
is not for me, standing on this side of the House, repeatedly to proclaim 
that we do not agree with the terrorists, that wo do agree to the suppres¬ 
sion of the terrorist movement,—hut not in the manner in which it is* being 
suppressed, for we do not agree to suppress people who have not been 
pm\« d tn b. eiuli x 1 .mi not pleading to-da\, “Gi\e clemency to the 
terrorist-/’ Wipe out the terrorists bv all means; but \ou cannot, because 
\ou haw got certain information in \our possession deny even to the 
terrorists what is their legitimate due, namely, trial, to establish whether 
the\ an- terrorists or not Sir, it 1m* been said time and again that it is 
n<>! i i bl> t< hold ,i miii n) t'l.e hi*(Mi'-.t‘ witm s><cs might hr Me a But 
Mirch, Sir, i tr :i! oui he held within the jail or some t<ueh other places, 

• •id -ii'i 1\ ,i hi G«>\i rniiiiMit mn 1 uni b< elr.iid, if it h,i- ahundanee of 
material ai its possession, to put terrorists on their trial and punish them 
>e the law pre-cr.bef that terrorists deserve to he punished 

Sir. 1 ha\e onl\ to sa\ iinallv that I do not want to make a long speech. 
1 congratulate Members on tins .side of the House and especially im Hon¬ 
ourable friends, Mr S C Mura. Mr K (\ Xoogy and other friends from 
Bene 11 ■ who haw put up a strong and persistent tight It is not my 
pin pose and 1 belli ve it w not the purpose of gentlemen seated on this side, 
i ■ - 1 1 * iu- In- ej \w <.| tli- d« h.Ur hut il K ncc»-sar\ for ns to place it 
on record that on the major l^ue, as the Honourable Member ban said, we 
ar fundanieiitalh of a different (minion from the gentlemen sealed on the 
Tiv Mi*’- Benches Sir, while we concede that a grave situation iias been 
« M • .i*< d 11 B« :i_./ w.* -a\ lb it e g.'a\er Mtnation is being ere.ded by sending 
nw.w «1« l(*iiis Irmii Bengal to the neighbourhood of A|iner-Merwava and by 
len\iiej ih<n ii ’'i «.n- Hu* »'L’hf til#- ahM lute tight to 1ra\ell.ng allowances. 

1 ' ii'ut if 1 * P- 1 di 1 * H >nu iiihi'i* was wiling to grant certain 

e"i,\i'i*i • .- m ■ • i: in -ii* p ild o d dt t< mis Of j*. mn* after 

traiisf, pin - them from flit* mo’sf heat of Bengal to the intensely drv heat 
of Apner-Morw ara. T think it is a concession for which the Government can 
taka' a certain amount of credit, but if tlicv wanted to take real credit, if 
fho\ wanted realK to ^atisf\ the people of Bengal, they should net have 
taken shelter behind the issue that the texpaver of Bengal would not be 
wilhng to be taxed so far as travelling allowances for a verv small number 
of oeople who are related to the detenus are concerned Travelling allow¬ 
ance has been denied, and that onlv Miows that the Government want to 
inflict a wrong on tin* detenu* but ,i double wrong b\ denying their poor 
relations the right of interview’s It may be that public bodies in the 
countrv might raise money to give facilities of travelling to the relations of 

the-e detenus Ii nun he that a polifeal prisoners' nr sufit revs’ fund might 
be raised in the country. If it is raised, you know w’hat it means, what 
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raising of llie funds moans, and muivour \ou Know it would also mine it 
good deal of fooling along with if. and therefore 1 do wish the Honourable 
the Home Member laid agreed to fins \oi\ legitimate and vor\ modest 
demand that the relations of detenus# who applied for travelling allowance 
would he given travelling allowances Sir, I i-givt vor\ much that the 
I Ionian .ihit tlu Home \Iemhr> did • i< .1 im H us .11 (Ins mallii \\ a 1 ■ ’• i. • 

word^. i ie-iiiiu' ni\ seat 

Mr. K. C. Neogy (Dacca Division* Non-Muhammadan Dural) Su. in 
a l\ \v more moments this House will have seen the last of this black Dill, 

tins whni t ami simple nit .■-a in v hi eh li.-s on i!|Hf(| .i i i u. d iiim.h* , ■ j o 

during the presi id session of the Assemhlv and it one s to judge hv th< 
results ot the Jirsl few divisions it can la imagined as j<» wh.it s ruing 
to happi n to the particular motion which weaiviioa disi u-—*ng S n some 
of m\ triends think that the last division which \u had mi a \ei\ inconse¬ 
quential point was realh a snare into which the non .dhrial \l«mheo w#i« 
dr.mn sn Mia' ilii ii> miLlii l»# Miint ..m"iigsi <is win. w gid Mi "k »l-a . si. . 
all. havum seemed one little amendment, it would t.«-t he nolit on (.in pari 
to go into tlie Division Lobbv against tlu (loveimmut. on tin p.es. nt 
motion There are Members# amongst ns who would \ot* tm the (io\em¬ 
inent on tlu slightest juovoiat'on, and thereloii , Sir 1 was not vers happy 
c.t the result of tlie last diMsion It can o.imIv hr a i.c_<n. d lliat tin c i . >\ - 
i rnmei 1 1 will li.iM a (ert..ai \ dor*, on this tlmd leaduig it pain- and 

humiliates oni t » 1 Im til tint .■ meimun . whcli e-.nld not }\ ( \, hern 

pass, d w A !i M,, , iss,i t 11 ii*i o, i" ,r-i ,j! ia I • k d• .| Mi - 11, l 1 " I i-m \ }e. • 

Assemblies i*f mi Id hi placed now on the Stitiiti hook s,, . asd\ with their 
.let iv e help ill t hr }»!< -elll t, mh 1 die- , s p ii * • ,. I e h 1 l ] t • i ! 1 ’ ’ 
one w !io has s; t n II i In Ion \ - oe - 

Sir the Honourable the Home Member #n his sp, , h ha - pnt men *>n• *<i 
wind tie m |Oi .-'n'I' lii fori tin H um - 'Vlen tin lull was hmuglit 
forward theit was a slight dispute as to < vart I \ what tin i-di.-weii heion 
the* House At one time we wore .wke.l to lu!e\« tint fie- -hurt ami 
simple im astiiv involved nothing Lev mid the question "I 1 raiisj. rein c ot 
detenus lrtiui Bengal Sir, tin dehates duiMig the I id lew dav^ lmv# de 
monstruttd that there was a certain much mon anp »rt ml piuniple ot 

fimdamenta! character involved in tl.i- Dill nam« l\ tin piiiieiph of deten¬ 

tion without tnal. Tin* Honourable the Daw Memhi • \<st»rd.o was flunk 
enough to cnncedi that, unless clause I of the Bill w»Tr passed the enact¬ 
ment passed h\ the Bengal Legislative Conned would U ahoosf nugatorv. 
Therefore. Sr let not m\ fJonourable fnends ia\ flu Pattering lnnction 

to tliea* s.,ul- that ill passing this measure thev will not hi called upon to 
endorse that hateful principle of detention without tnal Lveu assuming 
that we had not to deal with clause 4 of the present Bill, and that there 

was hoi Mils issin of the siispfns on ot //•//>/i/n • . / /# / > 'm o!\.«d > ii -I /n 

we oxpecte 1 to do? 

I’lie Honour ahl# lie l.au Member stall d v«steid.i\ that tin (b.vei umeiit 
o| Bengal w eie i Jong u- ..s to win 11 * #• v • '* 1 ' | p." d 4 o help ilum ,n 

lairving mil the measure that thev had pi.iced on the Statute-book in their 
i'v:, Lr_is|. ,i ui« \o hil|. ... a li.it lb Ip in making their measure 

moo- rttrelivi. help .u piovding u svKlein «t banishment tor the untried 
delenus Now il detention without trial m Bengal lias not proved a success, 
will banishment help*’ And W my Honourable friends remember that 
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what ihe> art* d./ng is io tell the Government of 13 cug.il, ‘\\\ 1 !, >ou expect 
uu to help >ou in currying out this measure, in making it an effective 
measure of repression Very well, we are periectl\ willing 1 o oblige \ou bv 
providing h»r .1 Siberia l«»i 11 •• • Li 11g.1l m minis I'liosi <; \> Honourable 
friends wdio vote with (iovormnent on this measure will have to bear that 
in their mindw verv earefulK. 

The Honourable. Member reierred to the verv grave situation m liengal, 
about winch there, can be no dispute on this side* ot the House, nut the 
mam difference in the points ot view between that sub and this -»de of 
the House consists in this. We wav that the existence of the terrorist move¬ 
ment is t/> a verv large degree, duo to the mistaken pohev ol repression which 
the Government have been following. Sir, violence, whether resorted to 
b\ Government or b\ Hie terioists ue<j( U vengc.mci , v < im ..iu a < igain is 
follow, d bv violene. \ov» lie ( m\ t illim lit .Uid | I m O Im* si* ail nolWeen 
I Ithis lv« - going loinid and '•mini 1 h< vie,on-. < -m !• \* no in and 
\ io|( net ’ n'l'MiCe lolin' »d b\ iiigt .•):(! alld -u mi I • e»w i'n'J I- lllls 

to .‘ontimii ’ M.«\ ! . s! m, lb uou-.ibl. m< ml it -* r« ! >vndid on n « n now 

that lit* is having the shores of India, ;i- to whether lie wmcerclv and 
honest I\ thinks th.it this pohev can Mteeerd ’’ liepresson followed bv 
violence: violene. followed b* v 1 ngean. e and turther represson ' Let me 
1 « I! 1 • 1 1.1 ! I1.1t h 1 int 1-.in • ^ • * • n in n ib * 11 !e-i.i n d \t, 1 " G<.» 1 ninein. 
as .in answer to terrorism bv the terrorists. 

\ • > w Sa i*,. Ih,»u.. 'j . ■* ' -t 11.*t» tn.r thi L*s.d G v'lnment 

and thi L >. d Legislature hav.ng asked tor such a nieasin't. we were more 
or les,- in dut bound to oblige them M\ .iimiu to tliai 1- that if it is 
a misguided Lixal Government and it it 1-. a misguided ha d Legislature, 
it is our dutv to te’l them ttiat w e a»e not prepared to ob!u. rht'rn bv 
po-v 1 1 * • I _ li 1 *n I II' So l.iijiiu* that hr- h* UM‘d bv the 

iluii't .\Lml-t in »■ nine, tai v\iib 11 11 ^ d bat- mi tin Li-1 1 w H o s reminds 
one vciv ltirt ibL of 'iimhu language with rei* len.u t » tin polit cal prison¬ 
ers who were dealt \\,tb midi r li'egul.it ion III o| 1 S 1 JS towards t lit etui of 
11 ) 08 . The H ouse w II leeall tbit (here were mn» l*eiigul.s» some ot them 
verv prominent nan m tin public life ot mv province, .Gin were dealt with 
under lint! fit • ul.itinn and questions wen r<*peitcdl\ ,.sked not so much 
m tin Imperial I ;i' l.«t i\» t'oimeil of India .s ,v the Ib^’-e ot (Vu muons 

.11 tlio*«e d.iv' It 1 ionom-abh Member-, will 011L t ike fb, trouble of look¬ 

ing up tin d« bites u| the Hons, oi (’mtmioiN for P.HIP. thev will see how 
pel' isf. nt eft 01 tv w eiv made bv friends of India from their seat-* in the 
House of ('ominous to get. :i statement from the Government .as regards# 
tin ( I». 1 r«_ • *■. 1 ■ s| t lie-1 !'■ eg • > " 1 • > vv • », * • - e d< h .. • h mah v | \ gul n 

tion Ill '1 be Honour ibh* Members will al-o se» what a wealth of 

pariiam.ntuv pre\ai\ation was ut.bsed {01 the purpose of meet mg these 
interpellut>on , and th» impression in fh>* m nd of anvone who would read 
those proceedings, would hi that these men were verv dangorum characters 
and that they wen* behind the terrorist movement that was then prevalent 
m IJengal I am paitieularlv reminded of certam stde>rent- nude b\ 
Mr. Luehuiiaii. who w k then the 1 aider Sooretarv id' State tor India, to 
.■it ainendm.nl to tin Vddn’ss b\ Mr Maekarness Til - . uicinlnient was 
regarding tin imprisonment and deportation of Indians without trial He 
referred to the oonspiraev to subvert the 'British rule m India and lie also 
referred to the mwtig.ition to commit outrages Then lie s.ud 

“I cannot hon* tonmil.it *• chat go* again a them 0:1 the M« •>’ ot du* llmm. oi 
(kmimons " 
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The very same attitude has been taken up by the Honourable the Home 
Member. He further said : 

“Unde* tills order (Uegulu'ljuu 111) the .uiihontic.- tail la) iheir hand* upon 
individuals who aio the real nisi ip.it oi> !•« him* tin* mcih« ot man) of the outrages 
that have taken place ’’ 

Ami l lu*w ronmtks w ere made upphuubh to nil the nine detenus then held 
m mipiisonineiit uikK^i- lhgulalion III Thai wtts a statement made on 
24th February, 1009 Now, Sir, alxmt 111 or 17 tears later, a most remark- 

aide statement was made b\ no loss a man than Sir Hugh Stevenson, who 

is, 1 understand, about tn let ire iroin Ins present position of the Governor 
oi Bihar and Orissa lie was then the Home Member m the* Government 
of Hengal Speaking on th< Bengal C’iuuiii.il Bin \m« mlnient Ibll on ihe 
Tib .lanuan. 1927. tins is wliat he said 

‘A- t.n .it. 1 knew, in- mu* i.a- ever a > need him . hi* .m.iig ll.ilm Kn-lma ivn n,ir 

Ylilia) ei Balm V'Wiin Kum.u Dull ot promoting irnm* still less oi inking p.nt m it 

'The Bengal Uov eninieiil n-kcd t< i the aire-l undei Bengal Bcgul a ion 111 et 1311’ 
of Balm Ki eliii.i lviiin.il M itr.i n- lici an v ins violent mom o'i .-pee* lie.- and hi- 

fi'tiv.tv oi organising volunleeis in\nl\ed tin d.u.gi i oi internal min n linn In ‘lie 
same wav the Ku-ti ni Bengal (iovenn.icnt *tsi ed Jo* the n.se ot the Mid ltegul.it ion ir 
the m.ro ol Balm A-vvun Kumat Hull heeaim <hi whnlvvind lampcre ot , nti 
government -peechc- and ot Ins umtiol ot the Praia Mi-hao lu-iitulioii tiom aim h 
a stream ot sedition). pi eat her- was lon-laioly pouring In hoth flu*» «.1 1 - 'he 
aetivitie- tor which the-f* gentlernen v\t*e le-li,lined wen open and pnhln 

Now. 17 years ahei tin it dilention. the liuth came out in this \<r\ stiange 
fashion Wliat l.mguagi had not bei u -lsod with reterenee to tbest very 
estimable genthuiKn ’t. tin llmi-e ot (’oinnions and elsewhere in support 
of the poliev «>l detent .on without Inal, mnmmting the most hornhle charges 
against them' It is tlu saim thing ili.it m\ Ilonotnahl- ‘mud uppusiK is 

do mg to-d.iy Ho" ■it* \\e to know ih.it tin v n -aim d* n<. e nut being 

re-i*naeied witlnn the pul w.dls ol Beng,d“ 

\.>w St I hiv< no de*-u e t<< l.iki up .* m nioie Imi* ol this House, 
and ] would conclude by (piot-mg once again the wonK wlinh I quoted the 
other day Irom .■ "|*i «•(*] 1 •>! a M 11 nl.ee oi ib< I'veinm f, ouneil ol Bengal, 

natnelv. Sir I Vox ash (’1 nidra With » who, while sp< dung on a similar 

measure m lln Bengal Begiskitive Council, said 

‘Till- Pip |i 'i|m-i ' ml . u)'\-u i.o- 1 >eiln*iMt ’ 

1 Ihmk lhal it ihc Bill l»« leuihed ot j».« -id i-\ I c< 
onl. fail i:- u «j | i|c(I l-ut .Mil peril.ip Im .iUIimlic! 

Tie 1 ~ < * lie 1 M 1 ll*lt -i- el t * *« < ‘e,. ) MtlM’l*' a ll< 1) to 1 !'*• 

the »ovo!.e on 11 v movement *’ 

Mr. S. C. Mitra: Se U *- perhaps foi tin Iasi tune that I am raising 
m\ ■w..« i i '.Mii.sj t}..- ]. M sine of Ibis ilmoxiotm meanne CunnuGv cnougb, 

I lind fl .*♦ ni* iimdani'Uihtl questions T bare very little difference even with 
Sir.Iupns (V nr f admit that Ihero is huronsm m Bengal, and I further 
adn il tb d we should find net means to roof it out fiom that unhappx pro¬ 
vince Yet 1 would like to make mv position clear once again as t-<i why 
l .* m oppo-niD fbiv measun* Sir. T think il has been wel 1 snifl tlint. a large 
Fan pur* and utile minds *-u ill together It really requires a statesman 
not t.f the Bp/* of my friend Sir James Crnrnr—I do not mean anything 
Jeu.gaton in him but a broad-minded politician to govern a country, the 


i.* ikelv ‘-a* i icuieov 

L-* ’i-l.i. i r ‘ «* 1 J. \\; 11 not 

it i- t.‘i he * i .. i ■ he mien 
Cl • ,i •! hi* j lep.-u.C I. Il of 
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people of which are alien to those who govern it. You were anxious to 
settle your terms with the Irish rebels only the other day, when all repres¬ 
sion failed. You said that their hands wore dyed .... 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member should address the Chair. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra: Sir, the Government said that the hands ot these 
nneis weie dyed with tin 1 blood of 1 lit loyal ollicei'b belonging ti tbe Police 
and the Army, and tliry could not 1 hmk ol any terms oi conciliation. Eut 
I.upland did not tail to jaoducc statesmen v\ 1 1 >• could look into these ques¬ 
tions hum a luoadei nutlouK 1 ntortmiatek mr this comiti\, .it least for 

'he }e*»»‘id tinn 1 , \\c an* ha\mg statesmen m India who cannot at all gauge 

i In inner w*ihmg o! the mind >i the people n| this country 

The ilouour.ihh Su d.nne, ( rer.n referred to tin Let that he was 
leaving the counti\ shortly We an pained u we have to use harsh words 
aga.nst him at this moment, but I wish in spite of all these repressive 
iiu'.niics, that h* should luu* peace and n.*st m his happy Caledonian 
home, though la* has broken the pc.uv and rest ol many a family in Bengal 
h\ this measure and eieated he gel mnest throughout India by the in¬ 
numerable Ordinances that lie got promulgated lately He will i>e rcruem- 
hemd m this country loiigi) tii. n tin Jlonourahle Sn Omrge liamy, because 
f hi i‘fleet ol this niis,i\.ini\ and ohnuMuus nuauiii \. 11 last much longer 
iL.m mum a lit Mi loimI thing that others mod to do for India; 1 should 
like to gi» llnougli sonn ot the pruicipU pnints thal liav** beoL directly or 
• lid a eel 1\ dealt with h\ tin- un-aMin A- leg.mls mtet view s. I said all 
ilonti. th.it i* it o the pm p >-r ot i la < Pi\ • miueut to interdict or i! 'ibid 

ill 'll.new*, hi them -a v -n and gi 1 tin Ihll part'd in that manner, 

hke honest people liy i h-ubteriuge oi tiaiisternng tlieM* detenus 
)iuu(h*i(L i< mi'i- ,iwa\ tiom tin n ln»nn- and rclusing the little pittance 
of allow.un i t their ndiLt ut iclations < lo\* nnnent secure their purpose 
»t nitiidnt ug m*u , ''ew with the detenus 1 shall picsriitly mat some if 
tin* leitiis Mi.a 1 h.iNi m«i\e.| trom Hie pour rcl.it nils of t!'o detenus I 
Know i?i -e\ r..‘ isi . tleu a«e nunr helpless p.<nnts 1 I ihw pi rsonaily 
ui lie <UM' that liter Near- n! pming Mir parents d'td. niter h“i»ig sepa- 
i.io'd ‘rum ‘her m .n nul dt <■ •* ones lie Linn Vced.er i,u\ s<\ that it is 
( temp »*ar\ iu. •eii'e. hut 1 kimw ni » ..n\ i.im 1 -' tin* people ha\e been in 

jail Ini ^ a.nl i ,,f no, .:s i (iiit i u i mi .si n . wuii mUiNaL ef Inno or three months 

II im>- > - n iii * i 1 I J...I at'iT a pri.liu.cd trial of Inno nr three years, 
uni r the» in I-*; nd not ji.dtN, as -non a- tlnw stop out ot the court 
1 i* ( ea t tbe n .e** . ii t.*d and a* 1 tin s ut to pul und(‘r the Cnmoial Law 
\ e "lilM oi \(1 I■ n nri!*‘ 11 M ■ pili'nis 1 In* 1 .* .it. > ej n lew -ectluns in the 
Indim 1‘enal < -M. . :e I -is! tin -third -n. wiu'e ihe mimMnnent es for 
more than th.ee nr four seal- Hut it is admitted that even though no 
. use is | anN '■(! against these J'-lenus ' cl tlnw suffer not for three or four 

\ ears hut in iiimui c;w\ tm S uni 10 nuik m puls When you consider 

thoM* case,. \uii must »- i»it full* r a’l th*‘se facts, and mind ”nt b 1 i ended 
aw .in In Ma anpareuth 'in m 'it and s mple words of the TIonopr d)lo Sir 
lames fYerar. that it i- a temporarN measure and that ii 1 a short Act. 

\ nii all knuNi . this Ait had been in fore,' with little interruption already 
for seNun \ ■ mvs and now it »s proposed to prolong its life for an ithei five 
rears ] neeepi the argument of the TTon'Mimble the TTnrne Member that 
this Act b essenthd, but let him answer why it Ims not succeeded though 
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it has been in lorn* so tliMstu-tilK lor tin* last srvrn \ears. in rooting out 
tilt 1 tt'iroi'.sl i»io\ ciiit hi 1 coiilrml that it >s a tjuaelv iiiimsiiii ami il lias 
killed 111 Us purpose 1 a |) | K ‘. 1 1 In l iu\ t 1*111 1 1 C'l i! ; tut till 1 ) Sl'OIJ ui trv • itlUT 

nmans u'coidiin; 1>> 11 u*ii* own statomoni harur's-m is memasm^ da\ b> 

1111 \ , dllll lik\ lld\i nol - IK l ontti'U 111 |»! 1 1 1 11 ^ .ill rll‘1 III u ll.dl "lit i Wb 

that it is iml tlir i*i”lu method. 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan i n** nnu«:S» mI \< n-otVmuh We.u »*■ 

t lit 1 i iju ivmoh 

Mr. S 0. Mitra: In* » l I *» li.rtlioij is In tJivo lull I >< ■ 1 111 111 'll h dtllh 

I ) 'ii ■ ' lit: \ id'i I*- \ t ii 1 1 . l, mt ii i.l this i .. i • 11 1 1 \ 1«■ I that 11 11 • \ 'ii 1 as 

linn Ii i m , “ m' <it \i-Iuji lb*' * . i *s anees j t 1 ■ % mi h puna d -i I'li’ rt \ 

as nr. «>i In i | m *t *!*!«• i«< <iii\ il' i !nr r«'iii’tr\ Tl« • i - wild 's w.hird 

h 'tni r,• k»* tins in(>:•«! \ i»v mil ant m tii.it 'ii:", tld n t !>* 1 1 *»lit <‘.,1 a-dis-ir.s 

wilt' b 1\«‘ I »t •I’ll L* 11111 \ 1111 11 • * * 1 n 'V 11! berm 1|> |( f\ ;| i d t M! W 111 eO-upil.lt* Will 

< ltd t* Ill'll ’ll l i I t \ I Idl'b III tin's. \ » 1 11 h L ll'fll 1 U.d I d'liP" I I ’ • * olht'l 
<l.U I * n I t 111 1 ‘ttl »' of Mhs 1'. II , 1 ' IS W b( • W M' it >1111 r | •Jlilll \ Sp lid '!< t 
Ii to plead unitH'diin hut sin* said 

F ,i mi J.,d ill... Hi* It :. < » '"h . n!i", I.. ■ - >1 i . i<.»• - \ i l i ’ 1 . .v. 1 ... i 

[llii* L.nk .J.l' 1 -t. i ,i u{ I"” i l.iliil is It. .. ‘nr" -i* MmI in I- . ♦ i • • • i i . r * 

f Ii«i\» jil’.iiiMsi i'i' ciul willi'.iit .iid lik- »»1 li»** 

Il Will lint , r»|liiiv mill'll nil. Mill it oil h* t« « 1 wile,' adln-'d" I'tollt' r •{ 

tills f \ i n ■ dll'! ihe ; I f t • * 1 1 ; 11 1 t*n ltd pail nr *n\ (tn\t mini ni '■build bn '.•» 

rt'iiioxt dll il" L r i it \diicos \M.dt do \\\ tiidj utter I.'»n \e r** ni Hri’ sb 

ruin * In -.I m M ni .i»l pi't »t< stdi mils ibai tin }/imp.* im .m ilm nu^n 
of tin* toil'll* Millions •\nr\b<>ii\ is hri oni p" pm mi . < 1 1 • i pool r • ve»' dm 
Von in. « .limb i■ is ! 11 »*i*i* "lnot lop.d’sm hut j s ;i il 1 - imt '! i- «i - ni'ii n 

iriiini.io I In* Ionian and stai\n. iii.m " 'll n< »i mu -at - •' ■ < *»I "'th . n\ 
4 li’fi" i ■ 1 s» rnli -s v,,ii i' i \ t ■ I,,m d nl’diit • to anpri\. hi- n ■, n « ‘Hid'tmn in 
s.ui hinisdli .lt'in -t.n\.iiiun Tb" 1 11 lt1 1 idl'd ni lull h..non on S'ati s as 

til* 'limit ill it ' ob |t i t I \ i ni lilf bud imiit'lll d lnfil Hiind\ :li .hi 'll 

mpri -* M'.oid 1 1 !. • 11 •. i *. urn isiihIi 'ouidimoi nio\ d. tlirsr nun simp, 
m .In 1 w \ :..i ... ! ..Ii .ib in tb - inrroid moximnpt is bound t-- • o on. 

Ih nn i ■ i ■ r i _* nioa-urn" oi tin- Kind \»»u 'V\ *m!\ i a - liiM'j hi , t , m ,, ss m tb"P' 

ni'hd- t (id \ on «'id\ add oi tint 1i*"lm*j. and ti'imm * m b* !'• itilln» 

t bn ( i.i\ onii' ait nor i!n nation As iei T ards tin l*tt«r I r> < i m, o I he' 

il<> not "«.m ( tiom : In I'olit'c.d snttninis Tlu \ tlo n* t « oinpl. m m . 11 # \ 

v ,i\ I l i \ ti*> n* wi h to us I( is ilu n lu-lplt - |..o ins ,,ii. 1 -iapi'iid- 

,.ni- • j * • i a iii -. u- for pobtu.d wnilior- m hid, i suit ».m r ibn 

b.'ab. b« ii tiibi Siillt tin.' is no Ii'irjt r ti" t•.«<i_ * of tin .lt’\\is}, 

piopii , l.il-'h »ip; 1 in* sintitiii.il prophnams tin\ ha'* toiind a iiii|»|»\ boinc 
in Tmii- nit. bu» 11.1 i no, s m i \ t'h siibp’i iidt mi I now tb.it '■nlYnrim; 

and s.d n‘ (*»• am Mn i’ 1 hadin'- 

i <* it 111 • hnrt imt to i i*t ad ib' imii-" of t Ik*-* drtenus ini I void h> 
show Imw \oil npibitlnr the fnrluiM- and ln»w \*m inalh da ilm '/ravn^ «;f 
11msn dot* mis |»\ tlins,' m mm.ivs ! In,” tin diLjuin* of 1 1n ir L r ra v t s will not 
and tbem. but tlmv will dn; tbn foundation oi tin liriti^b I'anpi'n n c wn'l 
H* u* is ,t Irtti r ‘rum a rnl.it mn of a dmi mi uiider hYlpdat inn III and 
In-, n.nun is I’osliab Ijal i bis ndmm-d in l'nsbawur dad H\< only two 
dnpt'Tidant 1 - am bis mother and l\'s aunt, nnarh spvnnt\ \(.n’s old widow's. 
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helpless and sufTeriny from rheumatism The\ have a liith plot of land 
but, there k no|»od\ to cultivate tin* lands The\ applied (oi *.n allowance, 
hnl ifni no repl\ They have written to me to approach tin* benign Oov- 
crnment In see il somethin:' could lx- done This is one ol ihe Idlers. 

I read llie other da\ n the new spaiwrs licit tla* j/entlonrm w ho controls 
♦ lie (lest mi"*- ol this nation. Sir Samuel Iloare sjed in the House of 
foinmon H.jj ;he allowance granted tf» these d-onus j\ somdlim*' 

seandaloM'- I can i\« particiilars to ilus Home. and it I ionnorable \1 • ui- 
bor> make an average ol the moidhlx al ! o\\anciv iliai are « r i*Mntt‘f 1 1 o tecs'* 
deli nit-, t In * v v\di luid ih.il the amount ol allowance -canda 1 cs n more 
\i.i\s t'lan mie 'I’la anther.,} ? h»* -'■andaloiis ^alemml -aid m lie House 
of ( iiiiniiiiiis ilia: I* it. ‘’infill • |l, Ih’li'MI (hiiriiii.il I,aw \meudmen- 

Act. tin v will nre\id, m lutme instead ol tnuiiev heiny paid, the detenus 
should In- paid iii ! ud r L*.'in and eoiia-s and eoiisideiaton should 

h< ii. a l« Oi re* 1 1 ■ i■ to* adow nc • - when the\ ha I othej vmiiick ol income 
'I’la i!* li n i- m i\ ha\* < . 1 "! Hi , 1 if \ou lal e *" n the men who >nppo,’t tie* 

la* a!- ".»»■. \ i|| an> : 1 », ,ion< ’ •• •• tlieir d*p*Midmt- md e ho will 

elll i \ at * 11 ! - I • M * I •- ’ ( > 11 ! h* " l'i»''l III "Il pi il i • ■ t he j in cira 1 It lie I lorn * 1 
Memo* i . i * j d l..».*i,,tl •• i.j d . ,de thu i lif r» - -o i* ii«h ■*» ncom* *md so 

ffu del* mi - 1 1• <11!*i iiu! h» * *ji\* n m\ dl>>; an • he-mw-ng no thought <>r ** 

1110*111 MJ • 1 .1 ill* tie! i h n ’ll It I noli ..|\ t" e.o| att -1 til* d.*t«PIK > h ll** 

ol* In* ml . :tt hi *.* in I' '■Il 1 him lo* * • 11 a Ill slid Ml . jlouanew 

L r l. 'I' ‘d io h*“ I*"..* ,m i i . d<> h"| n SO ei- * 11 ) per > «»| it oj cas« *. e\e(>ed 

1 1s ‘J i a M" ait h 

'I ie ». i- . ■ l a it Ik > hto** ,i.. u* .tin »l hi I del eU” wile - il-« n IV-haWar 
l’h ( ' at* "i\ eii i in .e *-• d . i ii : .wm*. ...in repi • per In ad w Inch is very 
uiseipi e ni "il 1 *. *i• ^> I\* » pjoj . i-i\ nourish *1 'him m -Howed as-o- 

er*t mi ' ,t I ■ n *' o*h hi.I l.i j * ni eoiindi o -• vr** ■ o i. .n '!he <io\.vnment 

<»i 1 ndi i ha' i ii.e- i n»d. \- iHow ,114 *mt-door _ nm - hut still thc*\ 

earn* * ■. u tie- w mt * 1*** iiii'i'-d-niHii The IVMiuwm' fail i- s,» 

\»ts o\ t .|i . , ei n. ! 1 nd o*i". s*.-d !.\ rduiai\ < on \ 1 t** : 1 1.*t * v« n *n neb 
ol 1 md 1 1 a i.m! •• * > »i *h, M j i v,, nt to 1 1 * 1 \ e ' lit door - aim s n 

'1 • u. ^ 1»"*i •m* ! 1 o* m mt o‘ ■ ii. ie* ih 1 o,,k and il* ipmIi mod ’I'heir 

lettei- l.oth *«I || .11 al'd Mill - UlJ U. di I,.'id i,\ tie I>*lM.d 1 H to 

mi * 1 1 *t ' >•{ 1- u h a l-Mi'j p. r 1 '.,i 1 li ’; 1 ii• ■ v t o’ •• !. -t , c*i :n in ‘ 2 .j 

da\ I I lei h 'h- * I. -'ip lion c >1 lie* •* *\ u*"t s ..te . jh., M'tei !w e, 

and tie \ ok :h , ! '« ’-ei hr'n the**.* matter** to the po 1 . <«* (uc.ern- 

niem Th* * * * o . \ ' lit ruh * and u -ai:-lii nn fci'k to h* *e that 

tier, ale ice ini 1 ’i t ‘ •* deli me rihaveoi.t |o- r ^inie Hut who will 
fXiihiiii he’iui 1 hi ,, ‘* * »n\ m i. e a' nhd ' ' i«> nn _'..m* * 11 »t to -a t * d. 

oi - 1 i 1 1 . • 1. ".1'nes ' 1 1 »oi m\ : 1 r,, aid , \p. j, c t . 1 * an -a* that polii 

]*M"oiie» an .o,i‘ iif. | • 1 uni- * *v,l .*»* 11 1 ale in* allow ed io la" olid a 
pii 1 i .eelar mm* ■ ,n that \ ud 'I h.u l^ll- \cr\ Iieavth upon tin m*r\«»u» 
M sit m oi am ’uhxah.il aie! there -ho'dd lu lacd'i «*s ; > ,ruis e* them 

non md .* * an mn the-** thin ^ tlu \ will .di he depriy. d ol l a I so made 

it clear that h\ ■Me * 'it t'l-'iti ini* **\’i*w s will tin'll *ehition^ u w HI 
he able <0 put them in 1 j-iopcr irana ot mini! One da\ \ *11 -h ill have 

to let off these deleUI'- lie. Mils.* til* 1 !* I< Ho cmalion c.’aitM! llie'M it 
111.1 \ lie IO. i;> * >r 20 v. .us. i ul snim *ha\ \ on will ha\i* t., r» l« a-e ti*em 
Should not (iiiw'iiiiii* n; de-no that flies should la* eont**n'ei! * it /amis even 
aft(*iwards*’ H\ the pre*-.*ni s\st»*ni of treatment onh 1 * ( t*rno*-> is» in¬ 
creased. and that was tlu* reason w h\ l was all aloii" pressing that 
inrasun* like this should not he passed. I find in to-du\ ]»aper that in 
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Allahabad a live in Alfred Park under which Chandrasekhar A/aid. a re¬ 
volutionary suspect, was killed last, year, has been cut down. T have no 
objection to their cutting down a tree and having vengeance on a particular 
man. who is dead hv such innocent means, hut these measures are not so 
mnocent and harmless, though short and simple thoA certainh are We 
tried our best to get some of these amendments passed, but, as 1 said 'll 
the \er\ beginning, (Joa eminent would not accept am of them. 1 think 
our Leaders and Deputy Leaders ha\e now been disillusioned in finding 
rli.it, however reasonable it nun he. once < So\eminent are sure that (hex 
eati (‘any certain measures. thc\ will not care for our views As regards 
ibis law being accented b\ the Bengal Council, 1 can sax that the firsl 
time when it came up in J92n, the Bengal Council, against all convention, 
ret used even to accept the mtrochu tion of the Bill And now a on know 
bow. after the box cot t h\ t In - (’ongnss, some o! these Councils and Assem¬ 
blies have been constituted I have cnrefullx gone ihrougli the division list 
here Ii all the Honourable Members bad taken the trouble to attend, 
there ax mild ha\e 1 ecu no difficult x in passing all these anieiidments The 
Government and nominated Members and Kumpc.ms aie solidlx present 
F do not like to read the names, but I know tbit with all the patronage 
and power that the Box eminent eoiurol. tliex can easilx cam through 
anx measure thex like It is not an idle tiling that m he» democratic 
< inxemiiM nl * an* against i lie i onlenneiit of am tnles 1 do not >*a\ all, thing 
p.irtieufarK again-t uixbodx. but this <|ix ision Im -dio* that cum if all the 

Meinbem on . si,h i.ued to attend, u- c-uld earn exerx t Inn/ Hut it 

is not difficult tor Government to carrx through what thex I• kc with all 
the pom-rand patronage winch thex command But that is no i -as >n wh\ 
thev shouM not concede the reasonable aniendnunts tiom the Opp. .sUion 
With the sense of dut\ wliich tictuated ik. we iwd to put hifme Goxirn- 
rncnf ill reasonable amendments for ilcur acceptance, but we hau iml 
succeeded in doing amthuig, no,' shall \m be able to thorn out this Bill on 
tlie third reading Hut we owe it in our M.unfrx tli.i, vi Oiouid make our 
opposition T• • tli- measure* clear. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: A \» Hu-adcnt hom the mix Ih guuung tin ie 
Jiaxe 1 ici’ii si'iii 1 I! momable Menibia's o* this UmiM who opposed the 
principle of flit 1 Bill, but. it must not he forgotten. and I do noi tliink 
we can forget, that- the Bill was sent to a Select. ( oinmitiee tint the 
Chairman of that Select Committee was file leader of tie largest party 
in this House, and that there were other Honourable Members on that 
S -leaf Commute! If is to l,< presumed 11 * • t - >t mo U ur willingH 
or it may be unwittingly—they did accept the prntcipV of the Bill. 
And I would be the last to rake up old hisiorx as to wh.it that leport. 
really contained, and who it was that drew attenl on fo some of flic 
weak points in this Bill Tt is past hisiorx. and I do not desire at tins 
late stage to open up old wounds. But., Mr. President. I cannot refrain 
from e\nn-s eng mv bumble opinion ns In the wax Government have 
managed this Bill Thex were fully aware of Hie position; they xvere 
fully aware of tin* fact that in the past. Legislative Assemblies had thrown 
out dmd ir nv lire- flaw " ere giv* n consul -ralde « ncouragenient on 
tL< mv-.-nt or cation Ie the moointment of a Select Committee and the 
u-”-r >nnr 1 of i Tit - S» lee t Conuuittce Hut T regret to find that, 
instead of trying to kill the bitterness in the hearts of some of rn\ T Honour¬ 
able friends, such as Mr. Neogx and Mr Mitra, they at this final 



TUB BENGAL CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT (SUPPLEMENTARY) DILL. 2699* 


stage have been instrumental in encouraging the hitter speeches that we 
have just heard. It was in their power, it was in their hands, to so 
act and to so speak as to have given some consolation to some of my 
Honourable friends who had very strong opinions from the beginning. 
What was the demand made by this House and by some of my Honour¬ 
able friends ? That two or three relatives should be allowed to visit these 
detenus when they left the province oi Bengal and that they should 
he supplied willi the means to enable them to visit these detenus, pro- 
\ aled always they wen* too pool to do so. Was that an extravagant 
demand to make' It was relused, and nobody was more surprised to 
find the refusal coming from my Honourable friend bir dames Crerar 
than inysell. Although I have had some experience of (iowrnment, 
i am nn.ihle to s< r the point ol refusing that demand Mr. President-, 
when Honourable Members address this House, they do not address 
merely Honourable Members on the dux eminent Benches or a lew humble 
individuals like ourselves, they .tie addressing the whole ol India, and 
when the whole of India notices and sees that, although the Legislative 
Awitibiv w..»* |*i- | . 11 * 1 1 to ,<the <towhuim'HI a modest demand 

w.i tni iiimi <io\»n do <i i\i iiiiiii'h; io gr }' 11 L1 1 ( siippori ? Again 

today all 1 hat this side of tin* House wanted was that the officials of the 
Bengal Government should fid low the provisions of their ow n Act, and 
that if they did not. there sh< uld he .in appeal to the High Court If the 
Government of India or the Government ui Bengal do not desire any 
appeal againd an mtnina 1 - it ol tlieir *»un Act. why did they take the 
trouble of putting in any piowsioiis at all into the local Act? They might 
have had an Act. with two or three lines, giving them power to arrest 
anybody, adopt any proceduie without challenge from anybody. Although 
I tried to follow' my Honourable friend, very closely, as to hs argument 
with regard to section 1 oi tin* local Act 1 regret--! may be dense — f 
was unable to understand it: and my point is this: the point that was 
«•! *ph .s m I !,\ m i 1 ns in.il.lt It.t lul. Dtw.ui Bahadur Bamaswrami 
Mudabar that it is not Acts of this character that are really going to 
M..”ii- mu tri* mp-iii . mi. h \ u will .till\ vt mi]) out terrorism if they 
ha\e got public opinion hchuul them These Acts \vi 1L only stamp out 
terrorism, not only from P»engal but prevent ; t sp v «* 'ding to other pro\inees, 
if Hie people re*dl\ behe\i* that < lovernment in whateur at lion they 
take are reasonable and are prepared to take the puhlh into tlieir con¬ 
fidence and are prepared to concede here and tlimv a point which ties 
side of the House and the publ'c think are of importance But when 
Go\eumiei,i tom- loiw.ml with an mipormt measin'e ol this soit and 
find that lh(*\ have a c« *ns'dorahlc measure of support they go on quibbling 
over small points, allow lie the debate to go on for hours, and then go 
into tin* division lobbies and defeat this side of the House, I am not 
surprised that the bitterness on this Yule increases and will increase all 
over the country You want imagination. Sir (Laughter) .... 

Mr. President: Sureh ih. Honourable Member can hear in mind the 
live of the pronoun “the\” whim he wishes to refer to Government 

Sir Cowasji Jehanpir: If r do not address von, Mr President, T am 
pulled up; and if T address y’ou, you smile. I say deliberately “you”; 
when T have to address the Honourable Members opposite T am j old I 
must address the Chair and it is a verv ordinary thing to do. Mr. President, 
you want imagination: and you want a little foresight Your horizon 
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has to be a Jit tie wider than it seems to be; and if Government would 
have only taken a more humane line m this Hill, there might haw* been 
no debate on the third reading, and my Honourable friend Sir James 
Crerar might have been spared the bitter speeches (lint, have been made, 
and will ig.mi be made, on tins side ol the House India is not going 
to be ruled like tins. India is a sentimental country ; India is a most 
grateful country. It you w ill treat with disrespect all sentiment because 
you may sometimes ha\r lojii on you* '•idc you will lmt siu-eeed Alter 
all, w tli many eastes and with mam eierds seniimeni goes niitlui th.,n 
logic, By ail mc.uis stick to your puncipies 1 »\ all means see that you 
do what you conscientiously henese is right 

Mr. President : u tiie llonuniable Memhei will oiil\ s.i\ “they" 
instead ot “you*’, lie will be quite in order. 

Sir Cowasji Jehancir. I nn -tiy , but it is you who insisted on it 
you ii.i \e be .* Memhi i *>| tlmrii nu'iit \ouisiii Sij u. ( | I trust \mi 
ha \ e j t plent\ <>1 i\|»eiienct 

Mr. President., i) tic ItohtMiabk \h inher will a* eustom lumself to 

the U"i‘ ■ >! the w i >! (j “lli* \ I.e \m»umI Im (put* all I'elu 

Sir Cowasji Jehanpr: I .,m suiry t*. ofimd your lerimes ] haw no 
inti'iitioii of doirm so; 1 will now talk ol the <h>\eminent onl\ and leave 
you out l! fhoeriiment would only meet thiv «.i<i< n| the IIoiKe on 
id’tcr a'l, sm ill pi'iiit- • 1 1 » ■' would I huiie^iK i >• * 1 1 * * \« L r < t the support oi 
this House m all important measure o| 1 h.- -a*rt I’un m\ friend. Mr. 
Neogy. has repeatedly snid lhat he is against the teirorist jiiou nicnt. 
and . .n\bo.|\ mriLi’u otlierwis. ’ 1’i.t what lia\. \oii dom with this 
iuend ol mine M» \eoc\ *' 1 p.ek him ,*ut as mi, e\ imple . 

An Honourable Mem he* i^ampk of wild" 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: 1 >\ conceding two small am ndnunt- \ou would 
huye. find Mr Neogy nn vour side .... 

* 


Mr. President: The Honomahle Memhcr Ic«. agam got min his 
old habit. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: Tin* Government would Inn*- 1 ad Mr Neogy as 
a silent --upitort'Hie object o| m\ rising 1»> speak c. tins that f trust 
that although my TTonnurahh* friend. Sir James Grerar, whom T have 
known for many vear«. will leave tin's country, 1 <In bone and trust that 
the debate on this Bill will at least h - a lesion f<, those who r< main 
re was a glorious opportunity for Government thrown away, a glorious 
opportunity 1o have got the support of this Honourable House for a 
measure which past Assemblies had rejected Thai opportunity I regret 
to find, lias been lost and although lie "*i!l «'.‘1 hi- Bill lie will not get 
the real whole-hearted support of this Honourable House • and what is 
much more important, he will not have the s\mpathv or the support 
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of moderate men outside this House all over the country, who, »f they , 
follow tins debate; can only conic to the conclusion—perhaps a wrong 
conclusion, hut the only possible conclusion narn« ly, 1 hat when Govern¬ 
ment find that they hn\e a certain amount ol support, of whatever 

character it may .he, they are determined to carry ••u , n small amendments 
to a diMsion and deleat the Opposition. Sir, that is a very very harmful 
in• o ^s.nn '*. .* v, h opt adih, as my tiMi Wnr.i. -aid tolhe 

demand that there, sliould he complete Dominion Status That is the 
real remedy for tins sad state ot uJfaiis, and I do hope and trust that, 
when Government, bring torwaid a measure of this sort again arid expect 
to get, as they did got in the beginning oil this occasion, the support of 
lies liotisj t i i * * \ • \! M opcode however much they iua\ di- jm, -mall 

points points which ivnllv do not affect the principle ol the Hill. such 
as paving a. few rupees to d« 1< nils to h.i\e 11 h ■ i r* relatives ''-it them and 
things ot that Kind, .md si cure at least tin* w li"h -h. aned -'.ppoit ot 

men who ha\e a d< an and alwavs de--:>* to work with (io\ el runent. 

to io-operaie with tioveiinn-nt toi th< happiness and coiiteiitn 1 1 oi 
the penpli of tins country 

Mr. Arthur Mocrfi t lh 11 <1 1 Kuiopi .nn Sir unlike m\ ‘new! Sir 
t’f-w.el* deh.mjlf ! W - hot pjtli'Ul'Hv -tniek bv thi letteriU"-s of Mr 
'll" i s i. -i h i )n 1 ’>• ' • "t iai u a i- ;!), ‘-iiit » »*t \ o! r! at sppt ch 

wln-h prodm cd < mu* I -/'i ,il- i i 11 ■ i»i»*--u»n upon im .md whuh »or the 

-1 t.ioe n< is’p i* * . o -op..a Ipne m this debate md to attempt 

to put l»» lop. m\ Honour Lh* Hand •motliei pomt < »t view \\ lw n lie was 
—•i * * *' n ,r i 'd! »iet n -on i . \|i'!i' 1 urd, r-octl who li. a- tiding 

♦ lid op tine o«i t-top v ii« u J p -.ed tPit uni iepl< >' nn lit .md tiw iiopdess 

economic outlook of tilt Volin.' lueii wen ti -poll- hit tt»r I great deal of 
tht frouldo ! wa- • ii iim t i>n>iouiid pn'iil with hnu Hut Sir he 

d'd ’m ah a- it till- Hill It pie-flited tile whole policv hetore tile COUlltrV 
wliah Great Ihitam hid to offer and he -aid th i f \\« m <a| -nun thing 
more -.tat* sinaiihke Smelt m\ Hoiioiuahie ‘rieiid i- aware that tliis Hill 
floes not rojn.seiit »»• >ii. \ .t all It i* in* iel\ an unpleasant tie'a s-jp He 

must he i w are lli-1 • v*r\ h-rgi -rd a u ‘sinaiildo . If., it j- hein_ made to 
-ettk* the w hok ol * In - iiiltimilt . 11. uni-1 h. awa»i o* the Humid Table 

Hon ft re nee , he must 1> ( aware ot all the sincere efforts that are now being 
made to get some foiin o‘ .iguana nt InotK hitwteii India and Great 
Hritain and -* coiidlv between all the ddhavnt conflating mtere-t- in this 
counfiw. in order that we shall appro ich that Homimon Status . . 

Mv. K. C Neogy: Has the Honourable Mi inher read Mr HcnthalHs 
sfatemml w hadi has been recently published m tin 1 Press on this ques¬ 
tion M 

Mr. Arthur Moor©: 'l es 1 have: hut 1 do not see liow it arises in this 
emm.-'-tion at all 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: It does arise. we question the sincerity on the part 

if i.iir . op-pi unit \. 

Mr. Arthur Moore: On the contrary, f cannot see that it lias the 
»ni 'tied vl'vme.i fT/m lder hom the Nationalist TJcnchesO I would 
put it to m\ friend Mr Mitra. that- the terrorists.—and T welcome very 
stropgh his own expression of view with regard to terrorism,—I would 
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put it to liim that their programme, iur more than this Bill, is designed 
to prevent the operation of that- larger statesmanship. Ln spite of what 
Diwan Bahadur Mudaliar said this morning, it is not true that we on 

these Benches, am more than am one else, welcome legislation ol tins 

character, but we are still waiting for am imc to show us how terrorism 
can be dealt with il it is noi to he dealt with sternK. And when Mi. 
]Seog\ talks about vengeance, and Moleiice 1 will ask linn and Iriend 
Mr. Alitra to remember, in regard to that larger policv of statesmaiisliip, 
that when last \ear Lord Irwin and the (’oiigress a^ represented by 
Mahatmaji came to an agreement and »l \\a^ Imped tli.it tile prospect*- 
for that constructive puhc\ ot statesmanship weie going to he tendered 

imme.iMiiabh fairer, the result was the greatest outbreak ol violence and 

terrorism tliat has been seen m this geneution 

Mr K. C. Neogy: What about the Mine. ^idt it] till shield ‘‘ Official 

terrorism 1 

Mr. Arthur Moore: Olhcial tcirorisiu on that occasion, lt u n.s i know 
was represented i»\ tin release ol all political prisoners except those who 
were dclimtelv (nmneteb with vioJeiiic and whom it was considered 
impossible m the interests of the puhlu secmitv to release 

Mr. K. C Neogy: Wliat about the Black and Tam m t'hittagong 
organised In vour eonnmmitv §> 

Mr. Arthur Moore: Ida llmmur.iblt \1< mhei making’ allegations 

w inch 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy. Which 1 mi pivpati d to -ub-a ant ut< ouUaU this 
House 

Mr. Arthur Moore: W\ friend is taking up verv different attitude 

lrom that taken up b\ tuv fraud Mr Mitr.i Now l):wai> Bahadur 

Mudaliar said ibis nioniiML 1 some !Iiimr \rn tint which 1 think we all 
agree with, that wliat is reallv required is vo-mI, cneivtic, oi>< r.itivc 
public ogMiion And if am look for expressions of that opinion, the two 
most Impel ill signs that I have nmwhtn on the hon/on aie first the 

fact that the Bengal Council. on winch Mr \en« r v poured derision—did 
bv ci v erv large majoritv give 1 lie* neeessai' power* lot dealing with 
terrorism, and did pass the Bill which tins is deigned to supplement; 
and secondIv the fact that the Opposition when this Bill came before 
them, should have taken up such a responsible attitude and should have 
sent the Bill to the Select Committee, and in Select Committee should 
have handled it ns they did. Those, 1 think. we»v moves in the very 
direction which T)iwan Bahadur Aludnlinr desires But when it comes to 
a series of amendments which do vitallv affect# the Bill, I think we have 
got to nsk ourselves what it is we are dealing with and to remember Hint 
if the Bill is to achieve its object, it must he able to cope with terrorism. 

Mr. Banga Tver talked with scorn of dead documents. But- dead 
documents are better than dead men; and when we are considering amend¬ 
ments, the general effect of which is to promote appeals to the courts 
and reference to courts, however much we alvvavs dislike interfering with 
hahra* rorpvft wo must, recognise that in Bengal the most definite terrorist 
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mo~> at present is the move to terrorise the oourts. I will give three 
examples. In Calcutta recently we have had a Judge murdered in open 
Court. We have had a witness murdered, and only yesterday in Calcutta 
the prosecutor in the case that arose out of the murder of Ahsanullah 
Khan was seriously wounded and an attempt was made on his life .... 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Bv his own nephew. It was not a political case. 

4 ) 

Mr. Arthur Moore: That I think at any rate shows that the Courts are 
an object of intimidation. I think we have got to keep our eve after all 
on the principle of this Bill, and however unpleasant it is, and however 
much we may dislike it, we cannot really deny to ourselves that in the 
present situation of the country the Government are justified in asking 
for these powers. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt (Burdwan Division: Non-Muhammadan Rural): 

I cannot compliment the Members on the Treasury Benches either on their 
heads or their hearts for a measure like this. As regards the heart, I 
think the less I say the better, and probably if I were to tell the truth it 
might not he palatable. When my Honourable friend Sir James Crerar 
is leaving us for good, I shall not be hard upon him; in fact, in my heart 
of hearts I have great respect for that gentleman, but I feel that there 
is something wrong with his head. (Laughter.) When he introduces a 
‘small Bill like this with a Statement of Objects and Reasons, I find that 
there are certain objects mentioned in the Bill and there may be certain 
other objects hidden behind, but I do not find any reasons for the Bill. 
If it he urged that Honourable Members initiating legislative measures in 
this House are not bound to give reasons, I have nothing to say. The 
practice has always been to give a Statement of Objects and Reasons, and 
with respect to clause 2 I do not find any reasons given for the same, only 
the object has been mentioned. And what is that object? To send the 
detenus far away from their own province Tn paragraph 3 of the State¬ 
ment of Objects and Reasons, we find this: 

“CIan«*» 2 of tho Pill (*nijvuv»v> thr Lno«»l fiovernment. . . . " 

Are we students of the lower classes that we could not understand the 
plain meaning of the following words? 

—"Clause 2 of Bill , the Local fiovernrueu: with th<* previous sanction 

of the (iovernoi (?<Mieral in Council. io make an order mmnuMinp to custody in a jail 
outside Bengal any person against whom an order under sub-section ( 2 ) of section 2 
of the hvnl Act might l*o made.** 

T do not think that they wanted only to paraphrase clause 2 of the Bill, 
and even if it he taken as a paraphrase, I beg to submit that the para¬ 
phrase is less understandable than the provisions of clause 2. I searched 
for the statements of reason again and again; I did not find any reasons 
in the Statement of Objects and Reasons, and after the Bill emerged from 
the Select Committee no reasons were given and I had to run down to the 
Notice Office to get a copy of the Bill as it was introduced to find what 
the Statement of Objects and Reasons was, but I could not find any 
reasons for clause 2. That shows with whnt intelligence this Statement 
pf Objects and Reasons was prepared, and further with what intelligence 
the provisions of the Bill have been drafted. I think the Members of 
this Legislature have some sense of responsibility, and they also know 
what provisions of law are for the best interests of the country.. If any 

9 
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cf us deny that, at least the elected Members of the House would be 
stultifying themselves. It may be in the interests of the Government to 
deny it, but probably in their heart of hearts they do not believe that we 
are not watchful of the best interests of our country. If that be so, then 
this attempt to thrust this unpalatable Bill down our throats, this 
rather sugar coated Bill. 

Mr. 8 . 0. Mitra: Where is the sugar? There is no sugar in it. 

Hr. Amar Nath Dutt: My Honourable friend says there is no sugar. 
It is for the Honourable Sir James Crerar to supply it. Be that as it 
ma\\ we arc unable to swallow this Bill because of the outrageous pro¬ 
visions in it, and the Bill is not so innocent as mv Honourable friend 
wants to make us believe. Instances are not rare—in fact, it is a matter 
of every dav occurrence—turn over the pages of the newspapers—I mean 
the censored news that is onlv allowed bv the Government to r-ome out— 
turn over the pages of the newspapers, and vou will find that people 
acquitted bv courts of law, where thev bad been hauled up under false 
charges—otherwise thev would not have been acquitted—bv the mvrmidons 
of my Honourable friends opposite—where thev have been acmiitted as 
soon as thev come out of the eourt room, within the court precincts, thev 
are immediately arrested and detained. (Mr. S. C Mitra: "For \ears.”l 
This is a worse punishment than what the courts could have inflicted. I 
mav be permitted through vou to address mv Honourable friend, Mr, 
Arthur Moore, the representative of the Anglo-Indian community 
(Laughter). 


An Honourable Member: Colonel Oidnev is the representative of the 
Anglo-Indian communitv, not Mr Moore 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: From mv oarlv vonrs T have known bv Anglo- 
Indians those Fnglishmen who come to Tndin to earn their livmcr Onlv 
recentlv the Furasinns. as we used to call them ndonted the description 
of Aneln-Tudians and T beg to he excused if ioadvertentlv T have u«pd 
a description which is no longer used bv Mr Moored er.mmunitv. T beg 
to remind him when he pleaded for resnect for the iudoments of courts 
of iustice, that the Government have little or no resnect for the courts 
of iustice. Judges who are paid bv vour Government, as soon as they 
acquit the accused of the very charges —trumped up chnmrps false 
charges in many instances—as soon ns the men leave the court, room 
and before they have left the court-precincts, vou at. once catch hold of 
them and inflict upon them far worse punishment than what the courts 
could* have inflicted, namely, you transport them . . . 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member has to be, repeatedly remind¬ 
ed to address the Chair. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: Government at once banishes them, transports 
them to places hire Deoli. (Mr 8. C. Mitra • ‘"For an indefinite period'1, 
and for an indefinite period'.' T can well understand a conviction for she 
months, two years or five years. T can count my days, months and years 
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and look forward to the date of my release, but in this ease by the 
in definiteness of the terra of punishment, the Government add another 
agony to the punishment it sell. That being so, 1 think the Honourable 
Member has not been able to give, sufficient reasons for the enactment 
of clause 2. 

Sir, tho Government think that we are children who cannot see through 
the game. During the long years that we have been here, 1 have often 
felt uncertain whether it was at all useful for us to remain here or not. 

1 know that ray friend Sir Lancelot Graham will not allow me to go 
away. Probably they want that we shall voice forth some sort of weak 
opposition so that they can enact any measure they like. In the Bengal 
Council they had in the Opposition, men like Mr. N. JK.. Bose, l>r. 
isaresh Chandra Sen-Gupta and Mr. B, C. Chatterjee. Their voices 
were the voices of those crying in the wilderness, and the Bill there was 
passed with the aid of flunkeys and jo-hukums of the Bengal Council. 
They know in their heart of hearts that the Bengal Legislative 
Council is not really representative of the best intellect or patriotism 
of our countrymen. Sir James Crerar said that the major issue m Bengal 
was the existence of a grave situation; grave situation for whom—for 
tho ill-clad and half-fed people of the villages? If by grave situation. 
Sir Jumes Crerar means grave situation ior the handful of foreigners 
who happen to bo at present to rule the destinies of the province, I deny 
that. They are saiely lodged in the Government House and Port William 
and there is no necessity for legislation kke this. 

Sir, I shall try to be us brief as possible. The Honourable the Home 
Member relerred to the immediate responsibility ot the authorities. 
.Responsibility for what? My friend Mr. Arthur Moore side-tracked the 
subject and diverted our attention to unemployment and economic troubles. 
These things were there even before this trouble. Sir, you possess* a 
yast degree of imagination, and even if a portion of it had filtered down 
to my Honourable menus over there, they would not adopt tne meLliods 
which they are pursuing at the present moment. The real question 
before the country is tue autocracy ot the Government, and it has been 
well put by a young graduate girl whom if I cull her a martyr you will 
probably come down on me, but if 1 read her statement that was solemnly 
made before a court of justice, when she was being tried for her very 
life, 1 think that Government if they have any imagination left will 
formulate other methods to grapple with the so-called revolutionary 
menace. This is what Miss Bina Das stated before the High Court, 
and it contains in a nutshell the political faith of young India: 

“I confess I fared at Ilia Excellency the Governor on tho last Convocation Day at 
the Senate Bouse. 1 hold myself entirely re&poiibiuie for it. My object was to die 
and if to die, to die nobly lighting against the despotic system of Government, which 
has kept my country in perpetual subjection to its infinite shame and endless Miller* 
ing—and fighting iu a way which cannot but tell. 

I fired at tho Governor impelled by my love for my country which is being repressed 
and which I attempted to do for the sake of my country, was a great violence on my 
own nature too. But X am glud that the life of Sir Stanley Jackson has been 
Shved by Providence and that Lady Jackson and her children have been spaied their 

terrible misfortune and I am glad I have attained my end without loss of life.I 

can only place here the state of my mind which led me to do this act, which, I 
do realise, was an outrage on my nature and a severe injustice to tho family to which 
I belong and the institution where I was having my education, an institution which 
loved me dearly and exercised the highest influence on my life and character and 
which I looked upon with all regard due to a mother, but the love of my country 
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was always supreme in my mind and I felt very deeply in my heart the condition of 
my country. 

I had boen thinking—Is life worth living in an India so subjected to wrong, 
and continually groaning under the tyranny of a foreign Government or is it not better 
to make one’s supreme protest against it by suftering one’s life away. Would not 
the immolation of a daughter of India and a son of England awaken India to the 
sin of its acquiescence of its continued state of subjection and England to the in¬ 
iquities of its proceedings. This is the one question that kept thundering at the 
gates of my brain like an incessant hammer blow that could neither be muffled nor 
stilled. 

My sense of religion and morality is not inconsistent with my sense of political 
freedom. I believe that a person who is politically slave cannot realise God, who is 
the spirit of Freedom and 1 have held, therefore, that political freedom is originally 
connected with religion and morality, and there ought to be no conflict between them, 
in fact, I feel in the heart of my heart that the best and the divine m humanity 
cries in revolt against all forms of tyranny in this world. 

Political freedom, religion and moral ideals should therefore be blended together 
into one haimomous wiioie, and the subject laces lnuabiling this gluue should be 
politically tree. it was lor the purpose ol brining iliiu fact Home to die thinkers in 
India and otuer countries that i selected, as my field of action, the Convocation Hall 
of my sacred Alina Alattr .” 

Sir, read her statement, go through it, think over it. This is not the 
statement of a demagogue, but unit of a girl brought up in the best 
traditions ot a Hindu nouseiioid, educated in one ot tiie liuest institutions 
in Calcutta. With all the fervour and goodness and love of humanity 
in her, she fires a fatal shot and then, when her latal shot does not 
succeed, sue is not omy content out giud. 1 uo nut know unetner, witii 
your mentality, you will be able to appreciate the spiritual meaning of her 
statement. 11 you can, then 1 think inuia s saivalion is near at liana, 
and you and 1 shall be able to walk hand m hand m this sacred land for 
many a long year to come. It is not our desire to expel you trom .... 

Mr. President: 1 must again remind the Honourable Member to address 
the Chair. 

Mr. Amar Nath Butt: 1 am sorry, Sir. Sir, it is not the desire of 
the Indians to expel the Britisher from India. It cannot be their desire, 
having regard to their religious teachings. 


Mr. N. M. Joshi: What has religion to do with that? 

Mr. Amar Nath Butt: I hope, Sir, it is not their desire also to blot 
us out of existence. If that be so, we should adopt measures .which 
appeal to the reason of both the communities. Sir, the other day we 
were told that this very Assembly passed a Bill like this. Sir, a state¬ 
ment like that, coming from the official Benches, pains me very much. 
In fact a Bill like this was refused by the Assembly, while it was passed 
by the elders in the Council of Stute. Sir, 1 do not wish to show, 
section by section, how this iniquitous Bill can be made to oppress and 
tyrannise over the youth of Bengal. 1 wish for its total rejection; and, 
Sir, in doing so I think I can do no better than appeal to the Honourable 
Member—because I believe he has a warm heart inside, however rough 
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his exterior may be. (Laughter.) I feel today, Sir, the supreme necessity 
of the lessons of those silent masters of immunity who realise the highest 
destinies of human life, and yet remain tor ever the beacon-lights far, 
far away from the maddening crowds* ignoble strife to show the struggling 
way farers which way lies the path. 

Sir, in this Assembly we have carried on for years nothing but ignoble 
strifes; we deluded ourselves that we were securing liberties ana pro¬ 
tecting rights for our own people. Sir, my name has been associated 
with severnl attempts to repeal that antiquated, rust} weapon for suppres¬ 
sing human liberty, 1 mean Regulation 111 of 1818. Compared with 
that Regulation, what is today being attempted to be passed as law is 
but the bare skeleton of a cowardly autocracy, shorn of all tiesh and 
blood of decency and form, to make that skeleton presentable as a human 
institution 1 Regulation III of 1818, Sir, recognizes# the status of on 
individual, as apart iiom the State, and the duty ol the Slate to main¬ 
tain life and leiationslnp of the family and dependants of the unfortunate 
individual detained. Now, the liovermnent are going to pass a law to 
proclaim before the world that in India, Indians have no status, no separate 
right to li\e, and no relations either, by birth or inaniage, as against 
the will of a few' Englishmen who like to enjoy the game of football 
with human life and liberty ! Sir, if tins be called a law, 1 do not know 
what negation of law is. I know that a parallel to this terrorising auto¬ 
cracy may be found in the history oi the Czars of Russia, but 1 have 
yet to iearn that there is a theory of jurisprudence anywhere on earth 
which legalises and sanctions ollicial terrorism m the way iii which this 
Bill attempts to make play things of human liberties m the name of 
maintenance of law and order. Sir, Sir Samuel Hoare complacently 
chuckles, at a safe distance, over the drastic and severe nature of the 
Ordinances, and as the bandmaster calls the tune, namely, to do away 
wnn the bcandai oi detenus allowances, hi& pipers here are playing the 
same sung. “Vengeance is mine ', su\& the Lord in Olympia, and hie 
angels of the heaven-born service say, “Amen”1 And they bring in a 
piece ot legislation,—they say to supplement, or to complement, or to 
implement, what is nothing but an instrument oi vengeance m the hands 
of tlie powers that be. Sir, what was standing m the way of the use of 
that instrument? The public opinion of Bengal, the vigilant alertness 
ol Bengali society, the healthy, responsive nerves of the collective Bengali 
mind! in the presence of that feature in Bengal, the bullies moved the 
heaven oi the India Council and the earth oi Delhi,—and here, lo, is 
this Bill, i am not, Sir, addressing these words to those Members of 
this House whose vision is blinded by the passions of the hour. What 
1 am concerned with is the attitude of some oi my countrymen here who 
would falter and tail to play the man at this critical juncture of this 
country’s history. I would implore them, Sir, to realize, even now, the 
sigmncance oi associutmg this Assembly with this measure oi pure 
tyranny. Sir, the Joint Dari lament ary Committee appointed to consider 
the Montagu-Chelmsford scheme proclaimed that it was no reproach to 
it that the Government of India was autocratic. It is autocratic even, 
I say, Sir, after the Montagu reforms. There is nothing m the consti¬ 
tution to prevent the Government from keeping either their prisoners or 
their under-trials, or any class of people, under their absolute autocratic 
sway, anywhere they like, under whatever conditions they like, either 
in Deoli or in Timbuctoo. They come before you, Sir, to enable them 
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to do so; why? Because-^-because—as some well-known modern thinkers 
have said—“Pretence is the key to modern civilization’*—Pretence is 
the price which vice pays to virtue. Pretence, ISir, is the mask, which 
reason seeks to put on, to cover the hideousness of cowardice. 

Therefore, Sir, the only issue before this House is—whether we would 
help this sham pretence to succeed, or whether we would, as true sons 
of our motherland, stand up for the great immutable eternal principles 
of humanity, sympathy and bare justice? These detenus have done, Sir, 
nothing wrong within the purview and scope of any w’ritten or unwritten 
code or penal code, except this, that they are sensitive nerve-centres of 
the collective mind of Bengal. I admit, a blow on these centres agonises 
the w’liole of my province. 1 can also admit that, far away in the lonely 
desert of JDeoii, 99 per eent. of the detenus, or perhaps 999 out ol one 
thousand of them, maj submit to cowardice. But what about the re¬ 
maining one? 1 ask my friends here to pause for a moment and give a 
reply themselves. The memories of our ignoble strife here m this Assembly 
will be forgotten, the revolt of cowering power, seeking pretence, will 
recoil on itself, the exigencies of political hobnobbing will be obliged to 
find its grovelling level—in the presence of the One individual, who would 
revive the history of liberty, honour and courage Practically for the 
last 25 years, Bengal has been chosen to bear the travail?* of a new birth. 
In this legislation, my friends here have only one alternative to adopt— 
to watch m solemn pause and welcome the birth and not to add to the 
sufferings of humanity, and therefore to throw out this Bill, and thereby 
to prove true to your countrymen. 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali (Lucknow and Fyzabad Divisions: Muham¬ 
madan BuraJ): Mr. President, the legislation that is before the House at 
present relates mostly to the Bengal province, and 1 would like to re¬ 
mind the House that Bengal is that very province where once the parti¬ 
tion of Bengal took place. The House very well remembers, and 1 suppose 
the Government also remember it very well, how the matter came about 
and how it tvas that it ended. In reply to our Honourable friend Mr. 
Arthur Moore when he says that the House has not suggested so far any 
remedy to this terrorist movement, I w'ould like to refer him first, of all 
to that incident which happened in India when His Imperial Majesty 
himself came to this country to undo the effects of the partition of Bengal. 
It was that very province which had shown to the British Government how 
the people of Bengal could organise themselves and how the people of 
Bengal could rise to the occasion. Sir, if this Bill is passed and if this 
measure is enacted and if this enactment is worked, 1 have absolutely no 
doubt that the people of Bengal will again rise to the occasion and it will 
be a very sad day in the history of India if any of the Iioyal family has 
to come again to this country to appease the people. I would also remind 
my friend Mr. Arthur Moore bow the matter of the Cawnpore mosque was 
settled by one of the greatest Viceroys of India, and how Lord Irwin had 
to settle the question with Mahatma Gandhi. Those are the instances and 
those are the ways in which conciliation could come to India, and let 
me tell the House that it would come in that very W'ay and by no other 
means*. (Applause.) 

Sir, I have been following continuously for the last four days the debate 
that has been going on in this House and the trench warfare that has 
been occasioned in the passing of this drastic legislation. Every clause and 
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every portion of the Bill has been contested. There have been Govern¬ 
ment cannons and machine guns, but still with small opposition forces in 
the House and with such unanimity that the Opposition could have, they 
have after all been able to carry a very small portion of the Bill in their 
favour. Still the country knows very well how we are constituted. When 
the new constitution comes into being, we hope that this defect will be 
removed and it is then that India will breathe free air. Sir, by this Act 
and by this legislation, we are depriving the detenus of their ordinary 
rights; we are depriving them of their customs and of their manners; 
we arc depriving them of their ordinary clothing. If there is a 
Mussalmnn detenu, then I do not know how he will be able to offer his 
prayers with only one short cloth that is given to him. The only remedy 
which I can suggest and which has been suggested by my Honourable 
friends also is the grant of Dominion Status and it should he granted to 
us without the leawt possible delay, at the least provincial autonomy. The 
statements which my Honourable friends Mr. Mitra and Mr. Arrmr Nath 
Dutt have read out today from a girl in Bengal will show from a detenu's 
point of view as if she was serving her own country and responding to 
the calls of her country, but all over India, from a different point of 
view, she is* represented to be an anarchist. Although yve cannot help 
admiring the feelings and sentiments that she lias expressed and her 
desire that she would like every countryman to come forward and serve 
the cause of the Indian nation still we cannot like her action and every' 
one denounces that Sir, tlii* terroriNt. movement is, of course, confined 
at present to Bemud But if the enactments go on put as they are -O.n^ 
on now, and if this autocratic wav of rule continues, L am bound 
to confess before the tiovernment that difficult tunes may come and 
other provinces may also adopt the same terrorist attitude. It will th^n 
l>e a very s-ad day for the Government to carry on their admini-trat’on 
At. present I onlv want to appeal to the Government Benches that the 
administration of the country cannot be earned on in the way in which 
it is being carried on. If no conciliatory Acts are passed and if no con¬ 
ciliatory policy is adopted, I am afraid Government w Ill have to face very 
bad days indeed in this land. 

Sardar Harbans Singh Brar (East Punjab. Sikh): Mr. President, I 
have risen because T have felt on this measure verv deeply since its intro¬ 
duction I am reminded of what an ex-Seerctarv of State for India has 
said, T mean Mr Wedgwood Brnn, that the greatest State interest is the 
impartiality of the law. Bv that he meant not the impartiality of our 
Judges and jurors but the impartiality exhibited b\ tin* Department of 
Public Prosecutions in the initiation of the proceedings. Sir. he con¬ 
sidered it. had enough to start proceedings without the greatest care a^aint 
a person when he had a chance of defending himself in an open court of 
law, when lie bad a chance of cross-examining the prosecution ease and 
of putting in his defence But. here bv this measure not onlv has h^ nom* 
of those opportunities; he does not even know yvhat Ivs fau’t is. and vhat 
wrong he has done either to the State or to the soc ; etv. The onlv reason 
for depriving him of his liberty for an indefinite period is a report bv the 
police. The Government are to act on that drama-like storv written by 
that department- of the State. What the Indian pol ; ce is, we all know. 
If tlieir statements are to be accepted as true, it will be verv difficult for 
us to find cases which can ‘ever be described as false, and if tbev (the 
policemen) are to be considered as respectable gentlemen, it will be very 
difficult for us do find the contrary. 
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Sir, is it right now, at the time when Government are trying to ease 
the political situation in this great sub-continent, that they should try to 
persecute the young men and women in this country? Is it fair for Ihem 
that they should start in a spirit of vengeance to solve the political situa¬ 
tion of the country? Nobody in this Houso cr outside would support 
terrorism as such. None of us would ever like to lend our .support to such 
a movement. But what we feel is that the remedy applied to it is not 
going to prove the proper remedy, but it will prove to be an incentive to 
the movement itself. It will not suppress the movement. When one 
person is detained in prison, it will produce ten to take place. The fact 
that wo, the people of the Opposition, are here is a proof of our modera 
tion. Had we been extremists, then our place would have been in Deoli 
or in some other jail. But even our moderate amendments like the one 
that the provisions of this Bill should be complied with have not been 
accepted and that shows the spirit with which the Government are trying 
*to persecute the spirit of nationalism. Now, that we have had many a 
battle between the Government and nationalism and that at every time 
conciliation was found to be the only remedy and that repression did not. 
succeed, this should have opened the eves of the Honourable the Homo 
Member, now nearing his retirement He must have realised that it is 
no use trying the old-fashioned quack remedies which, instead of proving 
real remedies, \a ill increase the disease all the more and prove be an 
incentive to the movement which they have at heart to suppress. 

Sir, I foe* it with sorrow and I utter it with great reluctance that these 
measures, these policies and the^c actions of Government will undo what I 
always loved and valued, namely, the friendship and co-operation of the 
British people with Indians M\ five \ears stay in England brought me 
inlo eon 4 act with the best of En rr lidunon. from the retired reactionary 
Civilian to the most up-to-date socialist of the Glasgow t\pe Among my 
friend*# I counted Sir Michael O'Dwyer and Mr. Maxton I ean say on the 
floor of this House that thev valued mv friendship. Mv vie^ s were the 
same as they are now. I always spoke with the utmost frankness about 
how I felt about it, and it was mv frankness regarding the political condi 
tions in India that made even the die-hards like me T addressed 
meetinthere on the Indian politics! situation. Tn Scotland at Fdinhurgh, 
and in Glasgow and even in London. T addressed meetings Those con¬ 
tacts with the people there made mo love them and love their principles 
of lihertv and democratic government, and their jurisprudence that every 
one i& presumed innocent until and unless the contrary is proved. That 
made me admire them. But. nlns T these Christian gentlemen uho have 
come to the Fast to give God to the heathens advocating the spirit of 
Christ and to rive Fnclish jurisprudence to these people in proforenee to 
their own medical laws are now trviprr to forget fbosp English principles 
and trying to "overa this country and direct the destinies of the people in 
other wavs, all the time professing to lead us to the nrogressiwsm of the 
West. This is the inheritance thev are going to leave to the future 
Governments of Tndia. of jurisprudence. Here T appeal to the hra-t of 
the Honourable the Home Member that now that he is corner awav from 
this unpleasant atmosphere of a coercive Government in India, now that 
he is going to that great freedom lovin^ country, to th«t «*reftt nation 
which has fought for the freedom and the principle of self-deterenmation 
of another people in addition to their own, I appoal to him that he should 
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-give the spirit of English jurisprudence to the man in the street, to the 
ordinary citizen of the State and even at this late date l appeal to him 
to realise that in the past even in this country repression and coercion 
and persecution have failed as a remedy. On the other hand it has proved 
as an incentive to discontent, and that ^conciliation and large minded¬ 
ness of dealing with the problems with a broader outlook have succeeded. 

I appeal to the Honourable the Home Member that he should even now 
consider the advisability of giving up these measures and these remedies 
For dealing with the most complicated situation. Sir, ih»*«e regubiLons 
have been tried from time almost immemorial and these regulations have 
been on the Statute-book for over a century. This det nt:on without trial 
has not been able io suppress the spirit of nationalism end the spirit for 
liberation of the country from autocracy in that one province of Bengal, 
what to sav of in the whole of India. This lias be<n irod in the last 
century and it was fried early m this ••enturv hut proved of no avail. Is 
experience of no utility, is reason of no benefit to the Members opposite? 
Are they always to be guided by the mere fact that they have a mecha¬ 
nical majority in this Housed Are they rnly to .minder whether 
measure .s good nr bad by the foot that they have a standing majority 
due to the presence of the oflieial block? In that c;*:rit -hey will not be 
able to carry out tin* mission for which they profess to ha\e come here, 
tor the mission which film profess to carry out :.lsO the pb d T C»s of the 
Sovi reign gi\en to India to be, n adf-. T ov( rn:n_ r Dominion v, ithm ihe Com¬ 
monwealth nl the Brti-h Empire. It j s noih rr r but a modest demand 
from th(*M‘ Benches lliai. f.tirne-s must be .-ho \n n ell jren nr s to tho 
views of those who represent public. opinion on ih * of 'his House 

It is we who have come hero to represent the masses, the teeming millions, 
for safeguarding who-,* hi it rests the Honourable M'*nd» rs opposite justify 
their pr< senee Within the border- of thu land. Is it. ' » thcT hr*rc*«t that 
they sliould ulienat" the feelings of even moderate people by 

adopting iiM-ieurcs which men nf experhne*‘ . n.l culture like 

liman Bahadur Mud.d'ar tlmi 1 v dl n t * e vi v as a r mulv for Hie di c case 
which the Government are trying to eradicate from the young men of 
Bemud* 1 K i’. fair that with the 1! Mind *1* bb> O-nfer n eo ; ng c.n in 
l.'iul'Ui, the (Consultative Comm’tLe in <1\. Vo ere gal Lodge, the "Tmneh’se 
Committee on the rails, we should, on the other hand, instead of appeasing 

1 lie eond t;■ >tis m the country, in-te , 1 o 4 ' " um n" -‘ijto’I t«*r ‘lie r» fonns 

coming in the tu*”’’ future, ln»ve ihe peoph f,> 1 { * Oov^mmfnt 

are not showing tlieir bona jidr* and that the Government are not really 
doing witliin their inn(*r e.,mu*’L v.lnf they r-.» \ rofe--in; to do for the 
betterment of tho political condition of the country? In the year 1930 
thev Were feeling in the same .strain as now of srp] v - " ’ » the national 
spirit., but after a year’s trial <he\ earn.* io the con cl us on that tie v were 
tired of repression and could pursu<* it no longer Tin v tlion :ht that 
conciliation was Ihe only’ remedy which civdd Solve 'ho problem and save 
the 1 situation. We arc not aware of the reasons v.hiili again led them to 
start the same old method of solving the p^oblm, namely, repression. 
Early in tho year they thought that “hev would take t’ve or uiy wo» ks 
to suppress the movement and crush the Congress. E r *cn now r ftvr fboufc 
three months they are not Fure whether this period of s4x weeks is not going 
in ho extended to ten tinier that period to enable them to cru.Gi ihe Con¬ 
gress. Either today or tomorrow history wd 1 repeat i ! sc]f. Conciliation 
will again have to be considered rs tho only remedy. Why embitter 
feelings? Why prolong the agony? Why not come to grips with the 
situation? The hand of friendship from tho Inc an ride is extended to 
them, it is for them to grasp it. 
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Mr. K. Ahmed: Ask for 30 per cent, representation for Sikhs in the 
services. 

Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar: 1 would he* the last person to deny a fair 
share to the community which my friend Mr. K Ahmed represents I 
think Hindus, Muhammadans, Christians .... 

Mr. President : Need the Honourable Member go into all the&c* ques¬ 
tions at this Jala hour? 


Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar: Kvcrylmch and e\or> community feels that, 
the sit uation can only be solved 1>\ eoneili.it ion Measures like the present 
will only add insult to the njun It will not m am way stop < itlier tin- 
movement in Bengal or appease the national situation outside. I appeal 
now to the Honourable the Home Member that history is hound to repeat 
itself. Let them retrace their steps and even now re\ise their decision and 
not pursue this measure to its logical end and put it on the Statute-book. I 
appeal 1o turn that he should win the sympathy the \oimg men in the- 
solution of the problem and win the heart of India before In* leaver the 
shores of Bombay 


Several Honourable Members: The question nuv now he put 
Mr. President: Tho question that the question bo put 

Tlie AsaomhK divided . 
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Bmeri i, Mr lUijnara>an [ 

Blia'vavn Rai Rnhadui 1 and t ! 

T. X. j 

Bhoro The Honourable S r Jo'epu j 

Clow, Mr V («. j 

Cow^raw. Mr W A , 

Crorar, Tho Honourable Sir .bum* , 

Dalai/Dr. R. D 1 

Fazal Haq Piraolia Sha.kh - 

For, Mr. IT. B. 
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Scott, Mr. ,T. TUmsay 
Sher Muhammad Khan Gakhai^ 
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Sykes, Mr E. K. 

Tin Tut, Mr. 

W&dhaddin, Khan Bahadur flaji 
Yamin Khan, Mr. Muhammad. 
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Abdul Matin Chaudhury, Mr. 

Azhar All, Mr. Muhammad 

Bhuput Sing, Mr. 

liiswas Mr C. C 

Das, Mr B 

Dull, Mr. Amur Nath 

Gurijal, Mr. N R. 

Hurh,uin Singh Rrar, Sirdar 
llari Ri] Swarup, Lala 
Kr.i. Ch.mdhiv, 

Jog. Mr S (I 

Lnlnn *'h iudhiii \, Mi D K, 
La Miami N.ivalrai, Mr 
Lil.viii.ir (’h.mdhury, Seth. 
Mur.,. Mt S r. 

The motion \\u*> adopted. 


Munshi, Mr. Jehangir K 
Murtuza Saheb Bahadur, Mauhr* 
Sayyid. 

Neogy, Mr. K. C 
Panna Nand, Rhai. 

Pufcil, Rao Bahadur B. L. 

Ranga Iyer, Mr. C. S. 

Sant Singh, Sardar. 

Sarda, Dnvan Bahadur IlajhxLi, 

Sen, Mr S C. 

Sen, Pandit Sntvendia Nath. 

Singh, I*.umar Gupteshwar P:a>had. 
Situra rnaraju, Mr B 
Suhrawardy, Sir Ahdullah. 

Thainpau, Mr K P 


The Honourable Sir James Gre&r: Mr. President, after so muny days' 
debate and at thi.s very late hour, 1 am sure that the House will not 
expect, or indeed desire me to say more thun a very few words and indeed 
them are only three 1 lungs which 1 do desire to say. The first is this: 
it. has been a matter oi very great regret to me that it has been imputed 
to me, that during the course of the debates on this Bill, more parti¬ 
cularly in matters relating L> the conditions of detention and the like, I 
have shown an attitude unsympathetic and lacking in humanity. Hon¬ 
ourable Members who have expressed that view, have, I think, forgotten 
that wdiile much to my regret I was unable to accept several amend¬ 
ments standing on the paper, nevertheless on points of very great substance 
relating to these mature. 1 have given assurances which, though they are 
not to be embodied in the Statute, nevertheless will stand as assurances 
which will be honoured when the occasion arises. The second thing that 
I have to say is this: it lias been suggested that the wdiole policy of the 
Government in dealing with the particular trouble of Bengal also as has 
been implied with tin* general political situation, is involved in this 
mcusun* My Honourable friend \Ir Arthur Moore said some very perti¬ 
nent words on that subject The policy of Government is two-fold, as has 
been repeatedly said. One is to urge on with ill possible expedition the 
advance m political progress of this eounfn, and in the meantime and 
predominant!\ for that purpose, to maintain the only conditions under 
which that progress can safely and securely be made. The last thing 1 
have to say is this* some remarks which I could only construe in a dispara¬ 
ging sense were made on the Go\eminent of Bengal and the Legislature of 
Bengal. I think, Sir, that it we reflect fairly and candidly on the question, 
Honourable Members opposite may perhaps misjudge tho wisdom or they 
may misinterpret the motives of the executive Government of Bengal, 
though I do not think they have any warrant for doing so. But they 
certainly have no warrant whatever for misjudging the motives and for 
making reflections upon the intelligence and knowledge of the situation 
which has been displayed by that Legislature. Therefore, I say once 
more,—that we ought to treat with due respect and due regard tho strongly 
expressed views of that Legislature, and as the Central Legislature we 
ought to render them tho assistance which they require from u&. 

Hr. President: The question is: 

"That the Bill, as amended, be passed.” 
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LBG1SLATIVI9 AS8KM5LY, 


[80 th Mab. m%. 


The Assembly divided: 


AYES—64 


Acott, Mr. A. 8. V. 

Ahmad Nawaz Khan Major Nawab. 
Ahmed, Mr. K. 

Allah Baksh Khan Tiwana, Khan 
Bahadur Malik. 

Anklesarn, Mr. N. N. 

Anwar ul-Azim, Mr. Muhammad. 
Aziznddin Ahmad Bilgrami, Qa/> 
Bajpai, Mr. (>. S. 

Bajpai, Mr. R. S. 

Bmer, i, Mr. Rajnarayan 
Bhargava, Rai Bahaiur Pandit 
T. N. 

Bhore, The Honourable Sir Joseph. 
Clow, Mr A. O. 
rave, Mr. W. A 

Crerar, '1 lie Honourable Sir James. 

P l.il. Dr. R. D. 

Frt'/nl lluq Piracha, Shaikh. 

Fox, Mr. II. B. 

F onrb, Mr. J. C. 

Gidney, Lt.-Col. Sir TIenry. 

Gr ilium, Si** Lancelot. 

Gwynne, Mr 0. AV. 

Howell, Sir Evelvn. 

Tahwar-ingii. Nawab Nahnrsingji 
Tpt ail All Khan, Ktinwar Il.ijee. 
Isrrr'id Khan. Haji Chaudhury 
Muhanr ad. 

Jawahar Singh, Sardar Bahadur 
Sardar. 


I^ai Chand, Hony. Captain Kao 
Bahadur Chaudhri. 

Megaw, Major General J W. D. 
Moore, Mr. Arthur. 

Morgan, Mr. G. 

Mujumda-, Sardar G. \ 

Mukhorjee, Rai Bahadur S C 
Nixon, Mr. J C, 

Noyce. Sir Frank. 

Pandit, Rao Bahadur S. It. 

Pillai. Mr. N R. 

Rafiuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
MauWi 

Raghubir Singh, Kunwai 
Rainy, The Honourable Sir Georga 
Rajah, Rao Bahadur M. C 
Rama Rao. Diwan Bahadur U 
Kau, Mr I*. It. 

Ryan, Mr. T. 

Snhi, Mr Ram Prashad Narayan 
Srhu.ster, Tho Honourable Sir Georg®. 
Seott, Mr. J. Ramsay 
Shor Muh.tinmad Khan Oakhar. 
Captain. 

Suhrawardy, Sir Abdullah 
S\kes, Mr E. K. 

Tin Tut, Mr 

Wadhuddin. Kh.in B.sh.idur Han 
A am in Khan. Mr Muhammad. 

Voung. Mr G M 


NOES—37. 


Abdul Matin Chaudhury, Mr j 

Abthi" Rahim, Sir 

Azhai Ah, Mr. Muhammad. j 

J3iiirmt Smg, Mr. 

**»■ xs.» , Air. C C. 

r,.* f m-. b t ; 

Hu \ ’*» r A mar Nath. j 

Gn i] 1. Mr. N. R. J 

Hai a.i • Siugn Bi\.r. Smlar ! 

i. , Swamp, Lala * 

lo i, i baitdhry, j 

jTuht,, Mr B. V. 

«• ■ id,-. S. G. 

JMr. N. M. 

Labi i ('i. niiilu i s,*. Air. D. K 
L.'d'j'i.ind Vn.-b.u, \lr . 

LilrnMn r ( ,a nudhury, Seth. 

Misra, Mr. R. N. 

T/it.a, Mr. S. C, 

The motion was adopted. 


Mudaiiar, Diwan Bahadur A Rama* 
swairn. 

Mupshi, Mr Jehangir K 
Mnrfii/a S.ihrb Bahadur. Maulri 
S.ivyid. 

Neo ^y, Mr K C 
Parma Bhai 

Patil, Rao Bahadur B L 
lianga Iyer, Mr C S. 

Sadiq Hasan. Shaikh 

Sant Singh, Sardar 

Sarda. Diwan Bahadur Harbila* 

St n, Mr. S. C. 

Sen, Pandit, Satyendra Nath. 

Singh, Kumar Gup tush war Prashad 
Singh, Mi. Gaya Prasad. 
Sitaramaraju, Mr. B. 

Thampan, Mr K. P. 

Uppi Saheb Bahadur, Mr. . 

Ziauddin Ahmad, Dr. 


The Aet-enihlv then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Thursday, tha 
Slat March, 1932. 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


Thursday , 31 si March, 1932 . 


The AsM-rnbU met Jn the Assembh Chamber of the Count*. 1 House at 
r leven oJ the Clock, Mr. President m the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Letter hy Members oi the Leo illative: Assembly on the Fittube 
Constitltion of India. 

1084. *Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer: (a ) Will Government he pleased to state if 
ttie\ an* aw an* tliai a 1* t ter was addressed In smic Member* oi the Legis¬ 
lative Assembly fo the Honourable tlie Leader oi the House on the question 
of the future* constitution of India? 

(h) If so will Government he pleased to la\ the letter on the table of the 
House** 

(r) ])o («o\eminent propose to forward the letter to the Secretary of 
Stale for India along w th the proceedings of the Assembly to which the 
letter refers? 


The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) Yes. 

(In A cop\ of tin* letter referred to is laid on the table 
(r) \ctioii will he Liken as suggested 


To 

Tin* Hon’ble Sir (leo'ge Uam\, 
Leader Legisl.it .vc* Assembly 


Legislative Assembly. 
New Delhi. 16th March. 1932 


Rm, 

Lest, the speeches of the Assemble Opposition loader® revealing thei* own views 
during the deb. t.* on \b*nd.i\. the "Mill M. oh 1052 on the “Oiltn' cut motion of 
Sir Nan Singh (Jour under the head Evecutixe Council (future of Indian ConsntuMon) 
should be mipundi*i\sb»od as expressing the considered views of the Opposition, the 
undersigned who were not able to express, their view’s owing to the peculiar circam- 
stances in which the debite took place on Monday, desiie to place on record that 
thev are not agreeable to whittling down the *.cheme of Constitutional reforms adjtn 
hrated at the Round Table Conference, nor aie thev agreeable to the whittling down 
cf the responsibility at the Centre in any future scheme, federrl or otherwise, nor 
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do they approve of a revival of the Scheme of the Simon Commission or of the Indian 
Central Committee in any shape or form. 


(Sd.) HAM RAJ 8WARlrt\ 

B. N. MTSRA, 

GAYA PRASAD SINGH, 
IIARBANS SINGH. 

„ KRISHN AMAGIIA R1A R, 
RAG IT UR 111 SINGH, 

B L RASTOGI 
II H SARDA, 
s g jot;, 

AMAH NATH !>I TT, 

SANT SINGH, 

LIRA D 1 IAR. 

[SKA GlIM DHRl 
C S IYKR, 

,, JAG WNA'I H AGGARW \L, 


(Sd ) K P THAMPAN. 

S \TYKNDUANATir SEN, 
SPKHRAJ ROY, 

Dill KENDRA KANTA LAIIIRl 
PHADDIUTRY, 
r c BISWAS, 

K r NKOGY. 

BliUIM/T SING, 

SATISH GHl\I)R\ SEN. 

I N RAM \ KRISHN A 

REDDI, 

RAMES1I WAR PR \SAI> 

li VGLA, 
ii DAS, 

V V JADHAV 


Candidates appointed to the Superior Telegraph and Wireless 
Engineering Branches, Posts and Telegraphs Department. 

1085. 14 Mr. B. Sitaramaraju : (a) Js it a fact tlmt two candidates have 
been appointed, with eifret 1mm the 1st M.ucii. 1032 to the Superior Tele¬ 
graph and Wireless Engineering Branches (Posts and Telegraphs Depart¬ 
ment) on the result of the competitive, exnmin ition held by the Public 
Service Commission in November. 1931? 

( b ) Is it a fact that their position on the consolidated list of candidates 
for the, Superior Engineering Services Examination was 22nd? 

(r) Is it a fact that as a result of their selection the sixth candidate 
on that list lias not been selected either for the I. R. S. E. or for the 
I. S. E.? 

(d) Is it a fact that the principle followed in making the selection last 
year was to treat the examination as a combined one for all the three 
Superior Engineering Services and to select from the consolidated list as 
many of the topmost candidates as them were open vacancies in all the 
three Engineering Services combined? 

(, e) Is it a fact that the result of the selection for the I. R. S. E. and 
the I. S. E. on the result of the Superior Engineering Services Examina¬ 
tion held in November last has not yet been announced? If so, will Gov¬ 
ernment explain the reason for making appointments to the Superior 
Telegraph and Wireless Engineering Branches (Posts and Telegraphs De¬ 
partment) ? 

(/) Is it a fact that the principle followed last vear in making the selec¬ 
tion for the I. R. S'. E. or I. S. E. has not bee n followed in the case of the 
sixth candidate mentioned in part (c) above? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: (a) The two candidates alluded to 
have been selected for training with a view to appointment as stated. 
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(b) They wort* twenty-second and twenty-third in the list. 

(e) and (d). Yc,s. 

(r) The selection wns announced in fwn Press Communiques dated the 
24fh and 21st March, respectively 

Tin* .second part ol tin* question dot v not ari.-e 

(/*) In so far as i.ist year, those who were Inglc-t m iln* list wore all 
*- 'looted tor tin service, whereas this w.ir the first four candidates and the 
12nd and 2: ini wire selected, tie* prnct ee has not been miilonn in mak¬ 
er. their select ion<. Government cave the top candidates their first prefer- 
i nee Mes-rs Saroj Kumar Kanjil.d and Prom Maliesh Agarvvula wen* the 
n* \t persons m order ot incut who had entered themselves as e mdidates 

• m t his sen ice 

Arrest or Mr W A. K)im;k nr the Public Works Department, Delhi, 
for AU.Eorn Embezzlement. 

108(>. *Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar: (ft) Will Government please state if 
it. is a fact that Mr \V A Edge, S 1) O of Central P. W I) , Delhi, was 
arrested by the police on lath March. P.W2, in connection with alleged 
embezzlement ol 1 D R charges at Barakhamba? 

(hi If the .il'swti !n the .:ho\ he in tile affinu.it l\»• wifi (rover mnent 
"iiv it tlnp have susoended Mr Edge and it not, whv not ° 

(t) It Mr Edge is kept on duty can lie under the rules de-d with matters 
having direct m indirect hearing on his ease * 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: in) Vi s 

(hi Mr Kdg* was not suspended E»i*fore arrangements could be made 
n. jcIicm* him tin* case aLT.mist lum was withdrawn and in* was discharged. 

(r) Docs not arise 

Distinction between Tains and Hindus in connection with 

Retrenchment in the Office of the Accountant General, 

Central Revenues. 

1087 *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (on behalf of Rhai Parma Nand): (a>) Is 
it a fact that d’scrimmation has been made bv the office of the Accountant 
General, Central Revenues, between the Jains and other Hindus in the 
matter of retrenching the employees in that office? 

(b) If the answer to part, (a) is m the affirmative, do the authorities 
in that office propose to create a kind of differentiation between the Jains 
and other Hindus? If not, what are their reasons for the above discrimina¬ 
tion? 

Mr. J. 0. Nixon: Enquiry is being made and a reply wdl be laid on the 
t.ihle in duo course 

tl088. 


tQuestion withdrawn hy the* questioner 


A 2 


i 
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» 

Financial Relations between the Central Government and the 

Provinces. 

10S9. *Mr. B. Das: (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether the 
new constitutional reforms will simultaneously bring readjustment of 
financial relations between tile Centre and jirounirs!' 

(b) Is the Federal Finance Committee looking into this aspect of the 
question ? 

(c) Will Government he pleased to state whether the\ intend to adhere 
to the pnncplc of equitable distribution ot t-i\ betW(»en the Centre and pro¬ 
vinces, as has been the practice since 1921, oj do tlie\ want to go back to 
pre-Montagu-Cbeinistord liefornis polie\ again and collect taxes at the 
centre and distribute* to provinces as lias been done m the cast* of the 
North-West Frontier Province h\ giving it a subvention of one erorc of 
rupees from Central funds*.’ 

(</) l>o Govt rumen! propose t«» ailncau* fuGlier taxes trom the Centre to 
the North-West Frontier Province, so that it will do three wars hence 
without the subvention? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: p, i '1 be Gownnm-nt of India are 

unable to state v bat 11 it nr\» c- aiM it lit i* >’i w dl provide n 11 * i ^ mailt r 

(h) r riie IVdcial l'in:m»*e (oiimntiie w dl report on certain applets of 

the (jltevtion 

(r) I cannot at tin- - 4 ,Ur wb.it the Govcrnmeir r.f India ^ op mon 

will be on aii\ piopo's.d- wlich nun e\t utualh he made 

(d) The position ol tin Not th-\\ est Frontier Province will depend upon 
the filial const it lit tonal arrangement««. wlich ma\ he adopted 

SUBVENTION GRANTED TO THE NoKTH-Wk^T FRONTIER PROVINCE 

KKH.) *Mr. B. Bas: (#/) With reference to the aiinouncerncni of t 1 a■ grant 
of a subvention to the North-W»*st Frontier Province in the Honourable the 
Finance Member’s speech in paragraph :>(» 

“The Mihvention w. to hf* opoi,n*\i fm tlm-r* mmi nr nun] 11*<* n<*\' < (institution 
for India is mail unrated -wlmhevei is the eaihei In eithei c\eci the |n»s,( u*, will 
again lie reMSed*’. 

will Government be pleased to state if it will be left to the new Assembly 
(Federal Assembly or whatever it be called) to revise the amount, of sub¬ 
vention to the North-West Frontier Province? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state whether this subvention of 
one crore of rupees will he incorporated also in the new Government of 
India Act, arising out of the constitutional reforms? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: ((A and (h) it k in,nobble for me 
•r. th- «t:i«'** to 1 i\ wind pr<>o< dure will be pio\idfd for in or undi r the 
new lc'j .^lfit'on for such a pav incut se* this 

Consequent 1\ T am unable to reph explicit |v U, part (}A of the rpiiMinn, 
hit the Honourable Member ma\ rest a*- urtd th. if due t»rovision will be 
made in the new Ac! 
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Grants to Orissa and Sind and for Buildings tn New Delhi. 

1091. *Mt. B. Das' (a) WiU Government W \Aoa-M to statu whether 
they propose to "runt lump sum provincial balance-, to the Provinces of 
Orissa and Sind as staled in the footnote* at page b8a of the Detailed Esti¬ 
mates and Demands for Grants C a sum of rupees ten lakhs from the Gov¬ 
ernment of India balances wdl also be placed at the disposal of the new 
province”)? 

(b) Are Government making any special contribution towards the 
Council and other buildings of the new Government? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) The Government of India are not 
at present proposing anytlrng of this Kind , 

(b) The Government ol Indui . 1 '-.-aimed an expenditure of Ks •> lakhs 
for special building operations necessitated hv the new status of the North- 
West Frontier Province m est matin" the amount of the opening balance 
to be allotted to tile proviliet 

Mr. B. Das: \\ ill tie- Honourable Member bear in mind the -uiggespon 

made in the question ’ 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I am sure mv Honourable colleague 
always hears in mind mv Honourable friend s suggestions,. 

1 

Protection for the Cotton Mill Indvstry. 

1092. *Mr. B. Das: (a) Will Government be pleased to s*tate if they have 
referred the question ot protection to the cotton mill industries to the Tariff 
Board? What are the terms of reference of this inquiry? 

(b) Did the cotton mill industries ask tor such an inquiry at present? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: pn and (/>) Government have not 
vet referred the question ot protection to the cotton mill mdiistrv to the 
Tariff Board tor euquiiv but they propose to do so shortly 111 accordance 
with the undertaking given in this House by the Honourable the Finance 
Member m his Budget speech on the 29th pVbruary, 19:30. and by me on 
the PUli March, 19.*50. during the passage of the Cotton Textile Industry 
(Protection) f» 11 The terms of reference when formulated, will, as usual, 
be published ill the Ga/.ettc of India. 

Number of Clerks tn the ( Iffice of tiie Superintendent of Education, 
Delhi, A.tmer-Mekwara and Central India. 

109:5 *Mr. S. 0. Mitra (on behalf of Mr B. X. Misra). (<?•) Will Gov¬ 
ernment- he pleased to state the number of clerks working in the Office of 
the Superintendent of Education. Delln. Ajmor-Morwara and Central India 
and how many ot them nn» Hindus, Muslims and others 0 

(|6) Is it a fact that the son of the Head Cleik of that office is also 
working under his father? 

Sir Frank Noyce: (a) Then are ten clerks in flu* Office 01 tie. Superin¬ 
tendent i-l Education, Delhi. Ajmer-Mcrwara and Cc. 1 r.n 1 l India, of whom 
seven are Muslims and three II iidus. 

(b) Yes. 
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Departmental Punishment of Government Servants. 

1094 *Mr. S. C. Mitra (on behalf of Mr Ti N Mi-ra): Will Govern- 
ment please state if it is u fn»*t that no departmental punishment is per¬ 
missible under rules m ibe follow nig east's 

(a) if a Government servant merely attends u politieal meeting and 

takes no part in the proceedings thereof; 

(b) if a Government servant is honourably aeqnitted or discharged 

after full enquiry by a court, of law on the charge of bribery or 
am other allegation amounting to moral turpitude such 
misappropriation of Government money, etc., and 

( c) if a Government servant, though handed over to the police, is not 

ultimately ehallaned by that authority for want of evidence 
against him 0 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: («/) The attention of the Honourable 
Member is united to rules 22 and 23 of the Government Servants Conduct- 
Mules, a copy ot which is in the Librarv 

( b) and (ri \n order of acquittal or d sell urge by a court of law is not 
necessarily a bar to tin institution of depart nu utul proceedings Nor 
would the inability ot the polici to pursue an invest gallon into the conduct 
oi a Government servant always prevent such conduct being the subject of 
departmental proceeding* 


Indian Army Cadets admitted to Sandhurst 

109f> *Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan (on behalf of Sir Abdullah 
Suhraw ardy ) (a) \V 11 Government please state the total numln r of Indian 

Army Cadets who have been admitted into the English Sandhurst by 
nomination up to now ? How many of them were alum* the age of 25 on 
the dale of their normnat on ° 

( b ) Have Government considered the following recommendation of the 
Indian Military College Committee which was presided over by His Excel¬ 
lency the Commander-in-Chicf* 

“Indian Army Cadets will ordinarily be eligible for nomination as at present up 
to the age of 25. As for some years to come at any rate, it may be difficult to obtain 
from the ranks youngmen of 25 or under possessing sufficient educational qualifications, 
it is desirable that the condition of age should be waived, as is also the present practice 
for the next few years?” 

(c) Do Government propose to waive the condition of age In the case 
of those Indian Army Cadets who are members of the regular units of the 
Indian Army and of the Auxiliary and Territorial Forces? If so, to w r hat 
extent? If not, why not? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) The total up to date is seven. One was over 25 
vears of age. The figures given at the end of paragraph 13 of the Indian 
Military College Commit fee’s report appear to have been incorrect. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) It w T ill not be necessary to do so. since no difficulty is now antici¬ 

pated in obtaining a sufficient number of Tnd’an Army cadets below the 
age of 25 years. , 
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Porters of the Railway Mail Service “ A ” Division removed from 

Service. 

1090. *Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan (on behalf of Rai Bahadur Lala 
Brij Kishore). (</) Is it- a fact that some porters ol 1! M. S. “A” Division 
have been removed lrorn service? 11 so, how many und on what grounds? 

(b) Will Government be also pleased to state how many have been re¬ 
instated after an appeal to the Postmaster General, United Provinces 
and how many of these are still unprovded lor and outsiders working in 
their places , 

Mr. T. Ryan: With your permission, Sir, I propose to take questions 
Nos 109f’>. 1097 and 1098 together Government have no information on 
the pouts rinsed m these question^ with all of which, however, it is within 
the competence of the Head ol the Circle to deal A copy of the -uestions 
is accordingly being forwarded to the Postmaster General. United Pro¬ 
vinces, for such action as h.- m.iv think desirable. 

Dissatisfaction among Staff of the Railway Mail Service “ A” 

Division. 

' 1097 *Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan (on behalf of Rai Bahadur Lala 
Brij Kishore) (//) \re Government aw an* of the fact that great dissatis¬ 
faction prevails among tie* staff of It M S “A” Division if so why ? 

(b) Do Government propose to make any inquiries? 


Porters appointed to the Railwai Mail Service “ A " Division. 


4 1(K»M *Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan (on behalf of Rai Bahadur Lala 
Brij Kishore i (a) Is it a fact that many porters have been appointed m 
the K. M S A D vision, without producing medical certificates of 
fitness and without the approval of the Postmaster General? If so, what 
departmental action do Government propose to take in the matter? 


(b) Is it a fact that certain porters of other C ircles have been taken in 
the I! M S A Divison. without the approval of the Postmaster Gen¬ 
eral, United Provinces, and their travelling allowance hdU passed? Jf 
so, what action lias been taken in the matter’ 1 


SHORT XOTIUK QUESTION and ANSWER 

Secret European Circular regarding the Reforms. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalr&i: ( a) Has Government’s attention been 
drawn to the article in the Tribune of the 20th March. 19T2. under the 
caption “Secret European Circular”? 

(b) Are the facts contained in it impugning the bond fides of the pre¬ 
sent British Government regarding the Round Table Conference, their 
mind to break up the Conference in order to fight the Congress and give 
only nominal reforms to Indiu correct? 

tFor answer to this question, see answer to question No 1096. 
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(c) Is it a fact that in consequence a plan was adopted in which the 
British Government, the Europeans, the Muslims, the Princes and the 
minorities joined hands and also succeeded in roping in their so-called 
“strange companions” the Moderates represented by Sir T. B. Sapru, 
Sir A. P. Patro, Mr. M. B. Jayakar and others? 

(d) Is it a fact that in consequence the Europeans of the Bound Table 
Conference pressed upon Government to show one essential earnest of good 
faith, viz., to undertake to bring m the Provincial and Central constitu¬ 
tions in one Act? 

(e) Is it a fact that in return the Europeans of the Bound Table Con¬ 
ference promised the Muslims to find places for them in European firms? 

(/) Is it a fact that all this took place sometime before the United Pro¬ 
vinces Congress Committee passed a resolution advising tenants in a parti¬ 
cular district m the province to withhold payment of rent and long before 
the Congress restarted the civil disobedience movement? 

(g) Is it a fact that Mr Benthall was one of the members of the Bound 
Table Conference 0 

(h) It so. is it a fact that Mr. Benthall or un\ other European has 
issued the circular in the terms mentioned in the aioresaid article to give 
effect to the above-mentioned secret settlement? 

(/) Are Go\enmient prepared to dem that such a circular has been 
issued ■' 

(?) Are Go\eminent prepared to repudiate the charges mentioned in 
the aforesaid article publicU b\ a press communique and make a full state¬ 
ment on tin- subject on the floor of this House 1 * Tf not, why not? 

(k) If what arc stated abo\e an* correct, will Government he pleased 
to state what is their present object in earning on the Bound Table Con¬ 
ference Committees any iurther and at such enormous cost 0 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) Government have seen the 
Press accounts of the circular. The\ have no other information regarding 
it. 

(b) to (k) Government are coma-mod with the other part of the ques¬ 
tion onk in so far as they relate to first, the suggestion of had faith on 
the part of TIis Majestv’s Government, as regards the Bound Table Con¬ 
ference and their policy of constitutional reforms for India, and second, 
the implication that action was taken against the Congress not because 
of their activities but. as part of a preconceived plan 

In regard to the first, I would refer the TTonom-ihle Member to the 
statement made b\ the Prime Minister on the 1st Tlecember last, which 
contains a full enunciation of the poiiev of TIis Majest.v s Government; 
1 would further remind him of the intensive eff >rk that have sine' been 
made, and are now being made, to expedite the progress of the reforms; 
I would also refer h.m to the stntemeiit. issued h\ TTis Males! vs Go\ern- 
ment on Mnreh the 19th, 1932. and to the speech made h\ the Secretary 
of State ,n the House of Commons on March 24ih, 1932 These contain 
a complete refutation of the first suggestion 
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In regard to the second, there is no foundation whatsoever for the 
suggestion that tin* action taken against the Congress was not determined 
solely and entirely by the situation created in India, and particularly in 
the United Provinces and the North-West Frontier Province, by their 
activities In tin's connection I would refer the Honourable Member to 
the statements issued by the Government of the United Provinces on the 
I4th of December, 1931, by the Chief Commissioner of the North-West 
Frontier Province on the 24th and .‘30th December, 1931, and bv the Gov¬ 
ernment of India on the 4tli January, 1932 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: Mr Penthall in his letter says that as a result of the 
election the policy of Government undoubtedly changed I want to know 
how that policy changed 9 

The Honourable Sir George Eainy: I see no obligation resting on Gov¬ 
ernment to explain circulars attributed to particular private individuals 

Mr. N M. Joshi: I .mi not asking him to explain the circular I am 
asking how the pohc\ oi the nation.d Government changed? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: The Honourable Member is assuming 

that the -*t.it« meni attributed to Mr Ih utlmll m M*.., new 'paper article is 
correct * 

Mr K. 0. Neogy: What responsibility li.rve tin* (lovernment had :n the 
selection of Mr Uenthall as a delegate to the Pound Table Conference 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: It has hi on explained many times 
that the si lection is made b\ His Majesty's Government and not i>\ the 
Govermueiit of India 

Mr. E. 0. Neogy: Undoubtedly so. but did the Government of India 
have any hand whatsoever in the matter? That is mv question. Did 
the Government of India forward his gome or siu>l t C '1 his inclusion m the 
delegation ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: The Government of India are not 
the constitutional advisers of His Majesty’s Government in this matter. 
It rests entirely with the Government at home as to whom to consult and 
whom not to consult 

Mr. K. 0 Neogy: I understand the constitutional implications of the 
position Mv whole question is, had the Government any hand whatso¬ 
ever in this matter 9 

TOie Honourable Sir George Rainy: T am speaking purely from re**ollec¬ 
tion, but T do not recollect the Government of India making a single 
corporate recommendation. 

Mr. K. C Neogy: What does the Honourable Member mean bv the 
expression “single corporate recommendation?” 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: T mean what T say. 
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Mr. K. C. Neogy: Will the Honourable Member kindly explain the 
expression having regard to the fact that English is not my mother tongue? 

Will the Honourable Member now represent to His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment in England that m so far as Mr Dent hall lias misrepresented the 
objects with which the Government at home are actuated in regard to tho 
reforms, they should consider the desirability of removing Mr. Benthall 
from the European delegation 

Tile Honourable Sir George Rainy: The Honourable Member is assuming 
that the Government have any knowledge whether this article correctly 
ascribes certain views to Mr. Bentliall The Government, of India havo 
no such knowledge 

Mr. K. G. Neogy: Will the Government he pleased to write to the 
Home Government and ask them to write to Mr Benthall and find out 
whether this is a correct copy of the letter? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: The Government of India -o* no 
reason for taking anv such action 

Mr. K. C. Neogy: Do I taKc it th.it the answers to this question are 
being given h\ the Honourable Member Without .my reference to the Home 
Government ° 

The Honourable Six George Rainy: The Honourable Member knows 
perfectly well that no disclosures are ever made as regards eomnninica- 
tions between the Go\eminent of India and His Majesty’s Government. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy: Well I know that 

Sardar Sant Singh: Is it a fact, as stated by Mr Benthall in this 
particular letter, that he consulted the best legal opinion available, of the 
Law officers of the Grown, of the India Ofliee and of the Foreign Office. 
May 1 know who pavs the Law Officers of the India Office—India or the 
British Government? If the advice was given bv tlu* India Office lawyers, 
w*as it done with the consent of the Government of India? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: 1 have no information a* to how it 
was done. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Will the Honourable Member fake steps to ascertain 
whether it was done or not? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I do not see any sufficient reason 
for doing so 

Mr Lalchand Navalrai: Will the Honourable Member he pleased to 
state if the Government have consulted or inquired from Mr. Benthall 
as regards this article, after this short, notice question was put? 


The Honourable Sir Ooorge Kainy: No, Sir. 
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Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Will the Honourable Member be pleased to 
state who is this D. W. Mullick who iuis subscribed to this article? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: J have no idea. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: This article was published first in the 
Advance of Culuultu and it was subscribed by Mr. 1>. W. Muilick. Haa 
the Honourable Member made any inquiry or does he know who this Mr. 
Mulhek js V 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: The answer is in the negative. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Will the Honourable Member be pleased to 
state if. after this short notic< question was put, there was an\ communi¬ 
cation v\ 1 11 1 tin- Secretary oi State, and will the Honourable Member also 
explain why consent to this short notice question was given so late as 
to-day ’’ Pin* question was put on the 21th oi this month. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: 1 have already said that we do not 
n au\ rircuni-.t.meidisclose communications which past between the 
Government of India and the Secretary oi State 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: 1 onh want to know a fact, whether the Secre¬ 
tary ut Stat«* w iiv eoinminuoamd with or 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I am afra.d I am not prepared to 
satisfy the Honourable Member’s curiosity 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Will the Honourable Member p'ease sa\ why 
there was dela\ m giving his consent to tins short not-ce question being 
usUid” 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Gowmnmit are not bound to accept 
short not'ce 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: That- is quite true T am asking why there 
was delay in giving consent. I do not dispute the right of the Government 
not, to accept short notice questions. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I do not- think the Honourable 
Member is entitled to have a reply to that question. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: Was it not due to the Easter holidays? 

Mr. 0. 0. Biswas: Ls the Honourable Member aware that his nfusal 
to Rupph answers is more eloquent than any reply that he might have 
given ? 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Ts it because the surreptitious activities of 
Mr. Benthall are in consonance with the wishes of the Government of 
India that the Government of Tndin refuse to take any steps in the matter? 
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The Honourable Sir George Rainy: 1 am not aware of any surreptitious 
activities of 3VJr. Benthall, and the Government of India have no sympathy 
with surreptitious activities of am one whatsoever. 

Mr. N. M. Jos hi : In view of the disclosures made in Mr BeiithaHs 
letter, are the Government of India prepared to give an opportunity to 
this House to discuss the new facts brought to light? 

Tire Honourable Sir George Rainy: The Honourable Member is still 
assuming that we have information that this is the circular issued bv Mr. 
Bent-hall. We have no such information. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy: May I know whether the Honourable Member has 
come across am contradiction that may have appeared m the Tress so far 
from Mr. Benthall, that is to sav, has ho ever challenged the accuracy of 
the facts as published in the Press? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Go"\ eminent ha\e no information 

Mr. K. C. Neogy: Will the Honourable Member kindh ask the Director 
of Public Information to go through the files of newspapers and satisfy 
himself as to whether such a contradiction has e\er appeared in any 
papers ? 

Mr 0. C. Biswas: Will the Honourable Member kindly state why no 
categorical answers were given to the several parts of the question? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I have answered the question fully 
in so far as it relates to matter's for which the 0o\eminent are responsible. 

Mr. C. C. Biswas: Will the Honourable Member kindly state, with 
reference to the suggestion of had faith to which reference is made, whe¬ 
ther that suggestion is contained in the question or in the statement 
attributed to Mr. Benthall--T mean, the suggestion of bad faith on the part 
of Government? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: T will read my answer over again; 
4t (b) to (k) Government are concerned with the other parts of the question 
only in so far as they relate to, first, the suggestion of bad faith on the 
part of His Majesty’s Government as regards the Pound Table Conference 
and their policy of constitutional reforms for India, and, second, the 
implication that action was taken against the Congress not because of their 
activities but as part of a preconceived plan.*’ 

That suggestion and that implication arc repudiated in my answer 

Mr. C. 0. Biswas: Sir in the latter part of his answer the Honourable 
Member stated that the statements to which reference was made by him 
contained a complete refutation of any suggestions of bad faith and so on. 
What I am now asking is whether the suggestions of bad faith were con¬ 
tained in the question of my Honourable friend, or whether the suggestions 
wore contained .n the statements which appeared in the secret circular. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I have given an unqualified repu¬ 
diation of the suggestion and of the implication 
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Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: Will Government be pleased to state, with 
reference to the statement that the Honourable the Leader of the House 
has made regarding tfie expediting of reforms, whether jt is their purpose 
to expedite the reforms with Mahatma Gandhi in jail, or whether they 
propose to teloase Mahatma Gandhi, and thu* on ate an atmosphere ot good 
will, and secure Ins presence at the Third Hound Table Conference? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: The Government policy in that 
matter has I think been vers clear!\ stated—and it is strange m\ Honour¬ 
able friend seems not to be aware of it—not longer ago than \esterdav. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: Are Government aware that the result of the 
Hound Tabh Confcreive will he a failure till this police of repression is 
revi rse j and those a\1io are in ja l are reh used and a new pol.es of conci¬ 
liation is inaugurated 0 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: That. S.r, is a matter of opinion 
wli eh 1 think this Ibaisr h.K debah d t»\e or s : \ times during llns session. 

Some Honourable Members: A<»t c i mutt'r <>l opinion but a matter of 

h-ct 


Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer: W.ll riiimut be pleased to state whither 
the. piojKJM to mn ate nt tIn• proper phieo tin* starting ol conversations 
with M.di.itiiia Gandhi to secure h.s co-ope^.it.oii at the Third Hound 
Table Coni«*r<nee thereby follow mg tin* precedent established h\ Lord 
Ins in “ 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: i do not -re >vr. ho a that in any 
ss a\ arises out <>f the question or from the answer 1 have given. 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer: With regard to the expediting of the reforms, 
do the Government realize the futilitv of expediting the reforms, svith the 
Congress leaders in prison 0 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Government desire. R-r. to take 
even step that in their view will exped'te the reforms--and obviouslv 
the Hoiinurahle ATember is endeavourng to lead me on to what is 
< sscid\ill\ a (piesf.on of opinion 

Mr Lalchand Navalrai: Arc the reforms contemplated «*n?n«r to be 
nom’nal o»* substantial 0 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju : Tn view of fie* fact that grave allegations have 
bf.fn made hi tbe "Press and in view also of the fact that the do‘umenfc 
fhr)t has conic to 1 ,T ht in the n-tnv of a secret drunimort v f ! the 
honourable tbr Lf *wlo»* of fbo House stPl relv upon TTis Afajostv's Gnvern- 
inM.tV h. dement rr should le n it hi the interest of the "nod r mm of 
the G'W nunent «-ee that lb’-. th‘n« T should he pohhoN "t oudi-med by 
Government in •• hafement 0 

The Honourable Rir George Ra^ny: T have nothing to add R : r 
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Mr. B. Das: Is it not a surprising coincidence that the views of the 
Associated Chambers of Commerce and of the European Association 
regarding financial safeguards and commercial safeguards entirely agree 
with the views of the diehards in England like Mr. Churchill and 7*>rd 
Rofchermere. etc. and that thev also agree with the \ iews ndvor.-ted hv 
the Treasury Benches hero? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: 1 am afraid I cannot add to the \ery 
full answer I ha\e already given 

Mr. B. Das: Does not the Honourable Member agree with m. that thr 
views of Mr Benthnll, of the Associated Chambers of Cmimv rve *md also 
of the diehards in England ;k also <>{ the Treasury Benches hen* some¬ 
how or other coincide nicely 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Sir I must udh. u t«. wh.n l lu\o 

already said 

Sardar Sant Singh: M.n T ;.4. tlic TToivip- ddr g.’iitlermin :k t<> how 
inis mr.iclr lias li ip!>.*i’"(l 0 Mr Ihnth. 11 s,n s tlie^i Tibra-e* 

“On tin' whole 1 w.i*. one f m* 11« \ of iho Tinti-sh V1I1..11 ,md th< Bnt 1 !■ 

conmiUMitv in T»»di,i ,‘mci th.i w i*> to m.ikc mi n„i numb on ,i n.rf:«>n • I j»olio\ md * ■ 
stick to it I’m .!•«• tho »o alt ol ih«* ol«*i t miiv the p«dw \ i.mloiilito.Ux ’ champ-d 
Tho T.cjht Win.; of tho (fovommont made up Ms mmd to Imuh up tho ( rmforonoo and 
to fight ('oumt*-.- Tho Mud m-' .* ho do not want r«*q»on-ihilii \ .it tho f orMn>, wore 

delighted (1 »vo»vi!m»nt nndowh’cdlv changed their p»»|n y and t»i»‘d to irel aw iv witi 
Provincial uulonomx will, a pnuniso of Omni] ftofmms. what lino won* wo to ♦a^e" 
Wo had made up out numb hofon* this- that tlio fitrlit with tin* Omrross v\,is movit 
aide: we felt and slid tho soonot it ramp Uio hotter hut wo made up mu minds that 
for a crushing success we should have all jioasihle friends on out "ido 

Now the circumstances came to turn out exactly as had been foreshadowed 
tv Air. Benthal! 1 want to know what k the reason — the meaning of 
nil that? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: T cannut add to th«* \er\ full answer 

T have already given 

Mr. 0. C. Biswas: Sir. is it a fact that most of the Ord nances against 
the Congress had been got ready long before the end of November, i.r . 
long before the Second Round Table Conference dissolved 0 (Some 
Honourable Member “Please answer**.) 

Mr. K. C. Neogy: Will the. Legislative Secretary give us the answer to 
this particular question? He is the person who is supposed to ha\e drafted 
the Ordinances May T ask when he drafted them 1 * 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Sir, 1 have answered the question 
very fully and very completely already. (Some Honourable Members: 
“Not at all’*.) 

Mr. Amar Hath Dutt: T think, Sir, yve arc entitled to ask those ques¬ 
tions of the Honourable Members of the European group through their 
leader Mr Arthur Moore, whose representative Air Benthnll was in the 
Round Table Conference < 



ELECTION TO THE CENTRAL ADVrSORY COUNCIL FOR 

RAILWAYS. 


Mr. President: Onb'r, order I h.-tve to infortri the Assembly that the 
following non-i»niei.il Members have been elected to serve on the Standing 
Advisi,r\ Council fur Hmlu si\ s, nurnclv ■ 

1 Sinl.ir Sulmri Si rub 
- ru'miul Sir Hour (iblncy. 

3 Su \I1 m 11. 1 1 1 Nnbriw aid} 

1 I\ mw *’ li.iu’luiliir Snipli 
I*.'lo' \ s ti \. i*. rii.iii-ii h S* n 
h S.• f 11 ir Sant S.,i 


Mi:ss\(,r i i;dm the ror\< iloe state 

Secretary of the Assembly: Sir tin follow niL 1 has been re- 

<*t*i\«•♦ 1 from tilt* Sfcivt;in <»f the (\uwil of State 

“1 .mi diic<i»*d h< mfoMii von that 'In ( .hum il <,* •« li.is. ,ii *ts meeting held 
on tin* 30th Man h, 10.32, «i_m*d wi'lnmi ,m\ arnei dincru 'o the Dill to extend the 
ojiei.iti'»ii iii ilit* S.il* i \rl'l<t'iiii.il Impoit Ail, 1931, which mir parsed by the 

bcgis'at i\c \-"-embl\ ,ii its merlin:: held m ihe 23id M>in h 1932 " 


STATEMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE 

Pkuidh <»r 'I'm u or Tin, (’ommis^iovkii of T\'comf-t\x. Bombay in Sind. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Sir, in the unavoidable absence of 
td\ TTonourabh* (Vdlraimi*. (In' Finance Member. I lav on the table the 
Information promised in replv to starred question No 657 asked by Mr. 
L.alrhund Nav.alrai on the 7tli March, 1032, regarding 1 tin* per’od of tour 
of the CominUhionor of Income-tax. Bombay n Sind 


(o) The time spent h\ the Commissioner on usits to Sind was as follows: 

1928- 29. 11 da vs of which 6^ were spent on the journey Tho tour was cut short 
by fever, 

1929- 30, 13^ days of which 7 were spent, on the journey, 

1930- 31, The Commissioner was in Karachi on 19th and 20th hearing revision peti 
tions He had intended to visit Sind in March but postponed his tour because he 
was to accompany a Member of tho Central Hoard of Revenue on a tour m the 
Presidency proper. 

In the calendar venr 1931, ho spent 14J> days on a \isit to Sind of which about 7 
were spent in travelling. 

(6) and (r) No, but persons or bodies who have expressed a desire to discuss 
matters with the Commissioner are informed direct of his visits if he considers that 
it would be proper for him to interview them. 

The Central Board of Revenue is su ir cresting to the Commissioner that he should 
publish his tour programmes when possible. 

( 2729 ) 
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Taxation in the Cawnpore Cantonment. 

Mr. G. M. Young (Army Secretary): Sir, l lay on the table a statement 
giving the information promised in reply to starred question No 355, asked 
by Sirdar Solum Singh on the 15th February, 1932, about taxation in the 
Cawnpoie Cantonment. 


(fl) ai’<l (b) Yes 

(r) Pet mission was at. firM rctu.-eri but was grant eil later and two ineotings of the 
Assoridt’on were held in the 1(« >ht\ mentioned. 

(d) No 


THE I'OKT ilA.J COMMITTEES HILL 

Sir Frank Noyce iSuntary. Department r>f Education, Health tind 
Lands) i v.mild beg yom permission Sir, to move the motion No 18, 
.\hieh viands in my name 

Mr. President: Lois the IlonomaHe Mnnlu r seek tue perm‘ms on of 
the Chair t». take up it**m IS on the Order 1’ape? now M 

Sir Frank Noyce: Y<*v. Sir I 1i g to move for leave to introduce a 
Bill to establish Committee** in the pi neipal port*. of pilgrim traffic to 
assist Mu-Inn pilgnm-. to the lie jar 

Sir. the objects o< tins H'll aie mi clearly stated in the Statement of 
Objects md tkit it n not necessary lor me to s.u verv much. 

This is the second of a st ru s oj Hills which are intended to mplcment the 
recommendations o< the Ha ( Eiupnrv Coimnittee The object of the Bill 
I introduced the other day was to improve the conditions of pilgrims on 
the vovairo from and to India The object ol th « Bill is to improve con¬ 
ditions in the ports by converting tlic ITaj Committees which already 
exist, and which are mer*l\ adv isorv and consultat ve, into statutory bodies 
with much wider powers than thev have at present 

'file obpet of the tl<u*d Bill, which 1 shall shortly introduce, is to improve 
the eond tion of pilgrims on their way to and from the ports by controlling 
the activities of mvalhms. that is, professional pilgrim cnides, most of 
whom are foreign subjects. 

Sir, I move 

The mot on w a-* adop 4 (d 

Sir Frank Noyce: Sir, 1 introduce the Bill 


THE TTE.1AZ BTLOJITMS (MVALTsJMS) BILL. 

Sir Frank Noyce: S»>\ I move for !«■. ^ *oipfrohicp T’.il 1 to r< gulatc 
the net p if c** of ieM>n,- n British India who nfh*r to assist Muslim 
pilgrims tr> the TTejaz 

The motion was adopted , 

Sir Frank Noyce: S»r, 1 introduce the Bill. 



THE FOREIGN RELATIONS BILL. 


Sir Evelyn Howell (Foreign Secretary): Sir, I move that the Bill to 
provide against the publication of statements likely to promote unfriendly 
relations between His Majesty’s Government, and the Governments of 
foreign States, as reported by the Select. Committee, be taken into 
consideration. 

It will be within your recollection, Sir, that in the September Session 
of this House it was decided not to circulate this Bill for the purpose of 
eliciting opinion thereon but to refer it to a Select Committee together 
with the expressions of opinion which were to be obtained b\ executive 
action meanwhile It is in accordance with customary, usage. Sir, that 
the House as a whole b\ referring it, to Select Committee agreed with 
the principle of the Bill. T do not wish to labour this point at present, 
but l shall, if necessary, revert to it when I come to deal with the 
amendment of m\ Honourable friend Dr Ziauddm Ahmad There was 
then in September a general consensus of opinion in the House that, m 
the words of niv Honourable friend Sir ITan Singh Gour. “We nnsl put 
down these libels upon foreign Stales without remorse and without 
compunction" Sir Hari Singh Gour himself consented to serve cm the 
Committee, and 1 take this opportunity, though he is not here arnl I 
greatly regret his absence, to tender to him and to the other Members 
of the Committee and aho\e all others to m\ Honounbh* friend Mi 
Shanmukharu Chettv who served as Chairman. m\ must cordial thanks 
toi the advice and the assistance winch thev so willingly rendered 
(Applause ) The recognition of the evil, which the Bill introduced in 
the September Session was designed to prevent, and the determination 
to deal with that evil in the smne wn\ as other civili/ed countries have 
dealt with it and \et to secure adequate scope for the exercise of ihe 
rights of free speech, which is the privilege of all inheritors of the British 
tradition, mark m mv opinion a verv statesmanlike attitude on f he part 
>f the House Cpon that attitude the TTous 4 » is to be congratulated md 
f should like to express the hope that thev will adhere to it 

So, then, the Bill which the House considered as loo wide and enn- 
icquently a faultv instrument for its declared purpose was referred to 
Select Committer From th.it Committee it has emerged \et\ diffeicui 
ndcod in shape, but in principle unaltered Like the Bill in its original 
orm, it sets out to bring the law m tln s eountrv into line with the 
lommon law of England. From the English common law model, however, 
he Committee permitted itself one conscious deviation, and in one respect 
loviated, T think unconsciously, in consequence of its desire, and in mv 
pinion a very natural desire, to secure the rights of the subject T will 
[eal with the first of those deviations when T come to mention of parti- 
ular alterations introduced into the Bill b\ the Select Committee and 
irith the second at a Inter stage when T conn' to move the amendment 
o clause 2. of which T have given notice "But before 1 come to part - 
tilar alterations effected in Select Committee, let me repeat once more 
very simple point which a large number of Members of this House still. 
1 spite of all that- T and other speakers have said, seem to have a strange 
ifficulty in apprehending The Bill is designed for the protection of the 
tulers of foreign States. A foreign State is one thing, and an Indian 
itnt.e is another. As T told the House twice in mv speceh on the 21 
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[Sir Evelyn Howell.] 

September last-, “The Bill lia-s nothing whatever to do with the Indian 
States and in no way affects the publication of any statement regarding 
their Eulers”. 1 now say it a third time, and I ask you, Sir, and I ask 
the House to believe me and, it it 's *>till there, forthwith to expel this 
particular bogey from their minds. 

We now come to the particular alterations effected by the Select 
Committee. The first point which Honourable Members will notice is that 
whereas, like the English common law, the Bill in its original form was 
universal and attempted to secure some measure of protection for all 
foreign llulers alike, it has now become particular and is restricted in 
its scope to certain Killers, to wit, the Eulers of States outside but 
adjoining India. Tins change introduces into the* Bill the element of 
definition ol foreign Mates lor which sonic critics piessed The applica¬ 
tion of the Bill to the Indian States was really ab initio impossible, but 
the addition ol these woids makes it doublv so But, Sir, riot only does 
this alteration emphasise the exclusion of Indian States, which exclusion 
was always inherent m the proposals ot (lovernment, but, as 1 lutve 
already stated, it also excludes a very large number, in fact, the vast 
majority, of foreign States from the scope of the Bill. In its present 
shape the Bill has no application to publications about the Euler of any 
•orcign State unless that foreign State is one ol those contiguous to 
India, that is to sa\, one ot those which touch India’s land frontiers 
The States, which do so touch, are Persia, Afghanistan, China, Nepal. 
Tibet, Siam and perhaps also Bhutan. Personally, 1 think this limitation 
mistake, for reasons which J should have no difficulty in explaining, 
though vhetln l it would be wise to d > so here and now is another matter. 
But the alteration found favour with the Members of the Select Committee, 
and the matter not being vital, I do not, on behalf of Government, think 
it necessary to press the point Lot the scope of tlie P>ill bo confined 
to those, few contiguous States This, then, is the first conscious devia¬ 
tion from the English common law model, to which I alluded above. 
In the eyes of my Muslim friends, the alteration has one advantage, as 
they regard if If removes from the scope of the Bill such countries 
and their Eulers as the Hcjaz. Iraq and Palestine, none of these being 
contiguous to India to which they and their co-relienonists are nccu^tomi'd 
to go on pilgrimage. 

The alterations in the Bill effected by the Select Committee introduce 
the element of particularity m another respect also In its original form 
the Bill, in clause 2, its operative* clause, ran as follows 

“Wlioexer make--. publishes or circulate*- any '■l a I fluent Tillin'» 01 iepo»« with 

intent in promote, or winch 1 1 liielv to promote ot wheicof »ho makm'r. nubl'-diim? 
or cin Tilntintr i- hkciv In promote, unfriendly relation-- between TTiM; i|estv’p (lovern- 
inrnf and the f»ovei nment of any foreign Plate -hall Ik* nmiidtnulc v ifh imprison 
inent. wheb may extend to two veer.-., <>i with fine oj w.fh Loth *’ 


In its present form the Mime clause of the Bill runs: 

“Whoever commits anv offence punishable under Chaplet XXT of the 1ndi.ui l > » iaj 

T*pnnlt.y for dofnnrn- nCT j rrt » R ! ,,< ’ r " f ,? m.tfide Imt adioininc India 

4* or against a member of the family or acnmst n Miniver or 

rciXT snrh Uulw. will. inl.nl to pmodin the maintenance of 

friiiidlv relations lielween TTis Majesty’s fJovornmont and the 
Onvi rnment, of such State, or whereby the maintenance of such relations is likely to 
be prejudiced, shall bo punishable with imprisonment which may extend to t.wo 
year- or with fine, or with lmfh 
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It will be seen that now, to come within the scope of this clause, not 
n!\ must tlie publication be defuniatoiw within tho meaning of that word 
as defined in the Chapter of the Indian Penal Code quoted, but it must 
be defamatory of a particular person or persons belonging to a particular 
small group of persons, to wit, the Ruler himself, the members of his 
family and his Ministers—in other words the Iluler himself and those 
persons about him whose good name and reputation he may be supposed 
to regard as precious and therefore disposed to protect, or, to put it in 
.•Mother wav. attacks on whom lie might be expected to resent T will 
deal with the second, and as T think unconscious, deviation from the 
English common law model when my amendment to clause 2 comes 
under discussion. It was in nspcct of thix deviation that Sir Lancelot 
(Iraham and rmsclf recorded fair minute of dissent. Apart from that, the 
effect of clause 2, as it now stands, is to put the foreign Euler, in jespect 
■ ; .nl eliin iIn* Indian Prexs to v\hicli lie ma\ take exception, precisely, 
-,i\r m oiu »expect in the same position as anv private British subject. 
Tho sole difference is that whereas private persons aggrieved by defamation 
have to bring their complaint before the Courts themselves, on behalf of 
the foreign Ruler, who cannot do that, proceedings mnv be initiated by 
the Governor General in Council. 

If we now come to clause 3, we see that the Committee have restricted 
lb* <•(»L r u siiK'r ul oftenecx under the Act to tin* < 'ourtx oi Preside nc\ or 
First Claxs Magistrates, and the initiation of proceedings to the Governor 
General in Council In practice I think that both restriction*, were quite 
unnecessary, since there was no chance whatever of proceedings being 
initiated in am lower court or b\ anv other person However they 
conform to the customary rules of procedure, and on behalf of Government, 

I irn quite prepared to accept them. 

Clause I needs no comment. 

Clause 5 is designed to relieve the Courts of the task of ascertaining 
who is and who is not a foreign personage, defamation of whom constitutes 
an offence The Courts have no means of obtaining information on this 
pent and the clause calls for no fmflier comment except in one respect 
l ha\c explained above that the formula adopted is intended to confine 
the scope of the Bill to persons, attacks on whom tin* foreign Ruler might 
lx expected tn rexent 1 admit that the words “members of his family’" 
are capable of wide interpretation, but I would ask the House to have 
confidence in the Governor General, who is nsualh selected for his high 
ifiieo because he is a statesman of conspicuous sngnoitv, and secondly 
to remember that the Governor General in Council is a responsible autho¬ 
rity. Certain amendments have however been proposed in respect of 
this wording which we. probably with some slight alterations, will be 
prepared to consider so perhaps T need not go into them further at the 
moment. 

Reverting now to the Preamble of the Bill, I draw \our attention. Sir, 
and that of the House to the alteration in the formula used. The original* 
Bill mentioned “statements likely to promote unfriendlv relations between 
Ifis Majesty's C.o\eminent and the Government* of foreign States’*, 
whereas the present Bill calls them “statements libelv to prep'diop the 
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maintenance of friendly relations between His Majesty *s (imenmient and 
the Governments of certain foreign States’*. This matter of phraseology 
is one primarily lor lawyer^ to determine, and personal!\ 1 prefer tin* 

original form. But I am satisfied with the wording of the Bill, and f 
would only ask the House to see that under the guise of an amendment 
a wording is not adopted here which will render the whole provisions of 
the Bill nugatory by mating it impossible for am prosecution ever !o 
succeed. We have a real danger to contend with and we cannol he 
content with make-believe protection against it 

I do not think, Sir, that there is am other alteration to w liich the 
attention of the House need now he drawn But before 1 resume my 
seat, I should like to recapitulate the points which 1 desire to bring before 
the House. The main points are these. The Bill has nothing whatever 
to do with the Indian States. Its scope is confined to defamatory articles, 
within the meaning of the word defamation as defined in the Indian 
Penal Code, against the Rulers of a certain small number of States 
whose territories adjoin the land Iron tiers of India and to certain persons 
In close connection with those Rulers either as Members oi their family 
or as principal Ministers of tlieir Government, it places tin* Hillers of 
those States on precisely the same footing with regard to defamatory 
articles as pri\ate British subjects except that since those* Rulers are 
unable to appear in Court themselves, it enables tin* Governor General 
to take action on their behalf. 


In respect of penalties and procedure, the oftenec with oik* small 
exception, falls within the well established canons of the* lndiun lVnai 
Code and the Criminal Procedure Code. The small exception is this, 
that whereas in the penal section in Chapter XXI of the Code, imprison¬ 
ment may only be simple imprisonment, in the Bill imprisonment of 
cither kind is provided for With tile exceptions above nolrd and 
those deviations In which 1 hnxe alluded and to which I shall revert 
the Bill is in general conformity with the principles of the English common 
law, and statutes resembling it arc in force in nearly all the civilised 
countries of the world I gave a list of those countries in m\ ourliet 
speech, and I need not repeat it now', tn conclusion T would only remind 
the House that they have so far dealt with this matter in a very states¬ 
manlike spirit. They have realised tin* practical difficulty. and as practical 
men have set out to deni with it I earnestly adjure them to adhere to 
that attitude and to give to Government the support Tieeessarv to enable 
them to place upon the Statute-book a measure which will not restrict 
more than is absolutely' necessary the liberties of the subject while pro¬ 
viding a necessnrv measure of protection for those foreign Rulers wit?i 
whom it is of vital importance to India that friendK relations should 
ho maintained Lot me assure the House that by so doing fliov are really 
safeguarding Indian interests against a very real and a vr-rv definite danger 


Sir, 1 move. 

Df. %lau<M£ Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions- Muham¬ 
madan Utiral): Sir. T be- to move that the Bill as reported by tbe Peleet 
Committee be circulated for the purpose of el.e.tm- opinions thereon bv 
the 1st Aueust, 1932. Sir. T do not uant at this sta-e to -ive a brief 
summary of the speeches delivered at the Simla Passion last year, but l 
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should like to remind the House of out: or two important points made out 
by my distinguished friends Sir Abdur Rahim and Sir Hari Singh Gour. 
Sir Abdur 'Rahim said in his speech: 

L<K)k at the* bnglish Jaw whirl) he wanted to icprodu ce 1 *hall refer again to 
Stephen’s ‘Digest’ : 

‘Nothing an offence ngauiht this Article wlucli is ,i fair rritioism on a matter of 
public interest an defined m Article 392’ ” 

Mark the words “fair eritieism on a unit ter of public interest" Then 
lie goes on to say . 

“T will now giw» the gist oi \rtule 392 It is rat Inn lung 

The publication of a libel is not a misdemeanour if the defamaton matter con¬ 
sists of comments upon tin* persons who submit themselves or upon things submitted 
b\ their .nithors or owners to public criticism provided that such comments are fair. 

\ fair lommen: is a. comment which is either true or which if false expresses the 
re.il opinion ot authoi but such opinion Inning been formed with a reasonable 

degiee of oaie and on lea^on.ible giounds ’ 

If a comment i- tine it is exempted. Doe» this Bill seek to exempt that v ” 

Tlh-.se \\cr« tin- remarks made by the Leader of the Independent Party, 
.md I will now ijuote one passage from the speech of Sir Hari Singh 
■Gnur the Leader nl the Nationalist Party Ho said,: 

A fair criticism of the ruler and the ruled, a *f.ur criticism ot the oppression 

iiid t\ranny <»f j eople. herein luv> the birthright ot eveiv man and every cit• 7.en; 

and if a newspaper is to lie mulcted foi such criticism---whether it be of a neighbour 
mg Indian State m of a foreigner Iievond the seas t*. immaterial -I submit the liberties 
of the pie>s in India would l>e seriously encroached upon and the Press would be 
plated m a position ot great |eopuid\ if \ou were to make them the Mctim of the 
fam ies and whims of foreign potentates, and it is this that the Bill proposes to 
*do.“ 

These an Ilu- criticisms made by ’lit 1 Leader* of the two parties I 
should now like to examine whether in the Bill before us these things 

lm\ e been removed Before 1 go into the detailed discussion, I should like 

t<> draw tile attention of the Hou*e to the promise made by the Leader of the 
House (the Honourable Sir George Rainy). He said * 

“What 1 should be prepared to .s.i\ on behalf of (ioxornmept- is this, that if the 
Bill is referred to u Select Committee we should be quite prepared to circulate it 
ti\ c\ccuti\e oid**». and the Committee would meet when the opinions had been re- 
»«*ned, and in the ordinarv course then report would be submitted to the Home 
next session 

S'o a solemn promise was given that the Bill would be circulated and 
on the receipt of this promise Air M a wood Ahmad who originally moved 
for circulation said: 

’Alter the assurance gixcn b\ t lie Honourable tin* Lea del of the House that the 
Select Committee will sit in Delhi and lh.it by execulixe ordei tins Bill will bo 
circulated, T do not want to )»io>s mv motion and 1 beg leave of the House to 
withdraw the motion ” * 

Sir, I should like to know whether the Bill w’ap circulated- (Several 
Honourable Members' "Yes”) and whether it was circulated only among 
the Local Governments or circulated among the public. And if it was 
circulated among the public, I should like to know whether the opinions 
received from the public wore laid before the Committee, because I have 
got a number of opinions with me here, and I should like to know if all 
these opinions were considered by the Committee. 
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Sir Evelyn Howell: Sir, the Bill was circulated to Local Governments 
and High Courts and by the High Courts it was passed on to numerous 
Bar Associations. All the documents and nil the opinions received were 
placed before the Committee and considered by them. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Wheue\er we use the word “circulation”,— and 
I use that word m my motion.—we always mean that, it will be circulated 
among the public and not restricted to circulation among the High Courts 
and Government olliciak. because thev are part of the Government; 
machincrv with which we are not concerned. Government always get 
the opinions of the official**, but what we are conci mod with now is whether 
the opinion of the public was obtained on this particular question. 

An Honourable Member: Are not the Bar Associations public bodies? 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: TIh»\ do not represent t li« • real public who will 
he affected by this Bill. 

Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan (Meerut Division Muhammadan 
Kural): Are we not the representatives of the public here? 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: M\ ILmourabh friend sa\s lie is a representative 
of the public He is probably unaware of the feelings in Ins own eon 
stituencx, and I will read a passage from a resolution passed by an Asso¬ 
ciation in his constituency at Muzaffarnagar. It say<* 

This mcriing of the Muhammad.in tin* diMiitt of Mu/afl e i ig.t 
its great condemnation of tlie I'oroign delations Bill winch i» going to be iiio,.‘I l»\ 
the Government.” 

An Honourable Member: How is it an interference with religion? 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Tlnn is .mother lb-solution pa^ed b\ an Asso¬ 
ciation at Sitapur which says: 

“This meeting of the Muhammadan?* of Sit.ipur <onsideis- that the foreign Relation* 
Bill is really an interference in their icligion and icionb i»w strong pint cut” 

T received similar protests from various Assoo.itions and one is from 
Ambala town and others from various other places. Tn each of these it is 
stated that a copy was sent to the Foreign Secretary. I should like to 
know’ whether the Foreign Office had received copies of these resolutions, 
and if so. whether they were placed before the Committee 

Sir Evelyn Howell: We received copies of numerous resolutions which 
v were, as mv Honourable friend has endeavoured to inform tin 
* OON * House, in the nature of protest,* against tin* Bill on the ground 
that it interfered in religious matters. I submit that that criticism is 
entirely unjust. The Bill in no form ever had amthing to say about 
religious matters at all. 

Khan Bahadur H. M. Wilayatullah (Central Provinces: Muhammadan): 
Is religious controversy excluded undt r the Bill? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: I said so in in\ earlier speech in this Hou^c. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: The first thing that I would like to emphasis*, 
is that when the promise w r as given to us on the floor of the House that 
the Bill would be circulated, wc clearly understood that it would be cir¬ 
culated among the public and the opinions received from the public would. 
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bo considered by the Select Committee. That promise was not carried 
out. 

Sir Lancelot Graham (Secretary, Legislative Department): It was 
earned out to the letter. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: I said it was not circulated among the public . . 

Mr. N. N. Anklesaria ("Bombay Northern Division: Non-Muhammadan 
Kural) Does the Honourable Member mean that it ought to have been 
sent, to every one of the 350 millions of Indians? 

Sir Lancelot Graham: It was circulated precisely in the sam> way in 
which Dills ordered by this House to be circulated are emulated. Pre¬ 
cisely the same procedure was followed, except that it was sent out by 
the executive department concerned, instead of by the Legislative 
Assembly Department 

Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan: May' I know from tiie Honourable 
Member why }u» did not raise this objection when the Bill was referred to 
Select Commit* or *' 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: I opposed it then, l oppose it now and I will 
opf*ose it m futim Win never a Bill has U> he circulated, I understand 
that it is publish*d m the Government Gazette: the opinions of the public 
should hr invited and the opinions received should be laid before the Com¬ 
mittee and should hr eousiderrd b\ them . . 

Sir Lancelot Graham: That is rxaetU what was done here 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Kahimtoola) * T think the 
Honourable Member should proceed \ithhs observations. Explanation 
has been riven that the procedure followed m the matter of circulation 
was identical with what is done on the vote of the Assembly. If the 
Honourable Member wishes to challenge th<it explanation, he is entitled 
to do so, hut if he does not ehallenge that statement, lie should proceed 
on the bn^K that the circulation did take plaee m tHo usual manner. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Sir, 1 understand tln»t all the opinions received 
from the public were laid before the Select Committee and were considered 
by them There i s no indication in the report that this was carried out, 
but- still I take their word that all these opinions were considered by the 
in embers of the Committee .... 

Sir Lancelot Graham: MY cannot give a promise that all the members 
of the Committee rend all the opinions. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: That is a different matter: but if it was circulated 
among them, niv object is fulfilled; blit if it is onl\ shown in a bundle to 
them. T do not flunk the terms of the circulation Wi re carried out. 

Sir Evelyn Howell: Thov had ample opportunity to study the whole 
matter. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Then that is all right. . . . 

Mr. President: Order, order: the Honourable Member should proceed. 
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Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: T come now to the subject matter of the Bill 
itself. Ini the first place the word 4 ‘adjoining”, as it is defined here, is 
not vor> dear to mo. I should like to know whether in this sense France 
is adjoining England. Will it be called adjoining or will it not be called 
adjoining, as there is a sun between the two countries? Thai point is not 
very clear to me. If that is the case, if the intervention of the sea 
between the two countries will not preclude them from adjoining. 

Sir Evelyn Howell: 1 s.nd clearly adjoining the land frontiers of India. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Then this will practically exclude all those 
countries which are separated by sea. The second thing is that India 
itself is not defined I should like io know for instance whether Aden 
forms part of India. 

Sir Lancelot Graham: India is delmed m the General Clauses Act. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Does Aden form part of India? 

An Honourable Member: It iomis part .... 

Sir Lancelot Graham: The Honourable Member knows perfectly well 
that Aden forms part of India under the General Clauses Act 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: So 1 understand that- all the countries adjoining 
Aden will come under the clauses of tins Bill. 

Sir Evelyn Howell: The Honourable Member can draw hv own con¬ 
clusions. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Another thing which is not ver\ dear to me is 
this, whether a. place like Pondicherry or Goa, which is really adjoining 
the land frontier of India, will ho included here 

Sir Evelyn Howell: No. Sir, it will not 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: He says that it is not adjoining the land frontier 
of India; Oik is really an interpretation .... 

Sir Evelyn Howell: T should like it to be understood that I am not 
a legal expert, I am advised that Pondicherry for the purposes of this 
Bill is excluded as also other possessions of foreign powers which arc com- 
monh described as being in India. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: This is the explanation which is given by the 
Foreign Se-oretarv, that the countries like Pondicherry, Goa, etc . are 
exclud'd from the border of India; but we know that, the statement of the 
Foreign Secretary is not enough. This thing ought to form part of the 
Bill Therefore this particular thing, that, is, whether foreign possessions 
n India ore foreign powers adjoining the land frontier of India or not . . . 

(Mr. N. N. Anklesaria interrupted.) 

Mr. President: Let. the Honourable Member go on with his observations 
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Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Leaving that question aside, I shall take up one 
•or two particular cases. Suppose a foreign Ttuler adjoining India acted 
against the interests of the Muslim religion, demolished shrines or really 
did an act which was against the canons of Islamic law, and supposing 
there is criticism of that action, will it or will \i not come under this Bill? 
The Foreign Secretary may sav it will not, but his mere statement will 
nol he enough, it must hr definitely stated that this thing will not come 
under this particular clause This is really a point on which Muslims are 
particularly interested There mav he* action taken In the King of 
Persia or even bv am other king against the Islamic law or against 
Islamic shrines; and if then* i- criticism of his action, then will it come 
under this Fill or not 0 1 understand that, according to the Bill now 

before us, a person who makes a criticism of that kind can he prosecuted 
under clause 2 of this Hill mid sent to rigorous imprisonment for two years; 
and unless there is a clause definitely excluding am criticism on matters 
of religion on the act ion taken by the King or his Mimsteis or any other 
person against the Islamic canons, from this Bill. I am afraid the mere 
statement of tin* Foreign Secretary will not satisf\ the Mussalmans, as 
we all know very well th.it statements <>t Members during the debate on 
a Bill are not sutlieient guarantee tor not giving effect u> sections of the 

Mill. 

The Foreign Secretary said m Ins first speech at Simla, and repeated 
it today, that Ins fundamental object is to bring the* Indian to the level 
of civilised countries 1 do not see much force in this, because, after all. 
it is a yen unimportant point , there are many things in which we are 
behind the British law. and in this particular ease if we tcnuiin behind 
the English law. I do not think am serious harm is going to he done, 
as we all hnm\ that this particular law has been very rarely applied, 
and I helieyt* that the last ease which occurred y\ as about 200 years ago. 
Therefore it is not necessary tor us to copy a layy which is practically 
obsolete in England itself The real object which is at the hack of the 
mind o i the Foreign Secretary is really to provide some kind of consola¬ 
tion to the present lhilei of Afghanistan 

Sir Evelyn Howell: ] would he obliged if the "Honourable Member will 
not mentnn foreign countries by name 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Thank \ou, I shall not mention am particular 
country. Sir Now, in reply to one question we were told that there have 
bet n only six eases under the Ordinances which yvere really the predecessor 
of this particular Bill Two of these articles were written hv the 
Zemindar, and 1 had a talk y\ith the editor of the Zemindar, and 1 can 
stand surety. Sir, that he yvill not yvrite any article on this particular topic. 
So. if this is the onh tiling which could saye us the odium of this parti¬ 
cular Bill, then 1 stand here and give security for this particular . . . 

Sir Evelyn Howell: May I interrupt the Honourable Member for a 
moment? 1 submit, Sjr, if ni\ assurances are not going to he accepted 
hv this House, there is no reason why the assurances given by the 
Honourable Member should he accepted by this House (Laughter.) 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Sir, tins is really a matter in which the decision 
of the High Court has been giyen. They iia\e said that the speeches deli¬ 
vered m this House could not really alter the meaning of the law, but the 
assurances I am giving. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: There may be a change of editor tomorrow. 
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Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: The assurances I :.m giving are assurances from 
one individual to another individual. My f* lend just- said that there might 
be a change of editors, and if such a thing happens, and if really an article 
is written on this topic, then action can certainly be taken against him; 
but- 1 assure him that there is no desire c>n the part of any one in India to 
interfere with the internal affairs of ,m\ State The choice of a Killer and 
the settlement of internal attains arc matters for the people of the States 
concerned and they should decide for themselves, and we are not concerned 
with those things, and l may assure my Honourable friend that the people 
in India take absolutely no interest whatsoever in the internal affairs of any 
of these adjoining States 

No doubt, tlu- Bill li.i* been very much modified and a good deal ot its 
poisonous elh-et has been u*mo\ed, but the fact remains that a Pill of this 
kind is mica! ed loi ai 1 hstage It unnecessarily creates excitement 
among the people without Miihcient justification, it- is quite unnecessary 
to bring in a Bill of ihL haul at this juncture when people are sleeping 
and are not taking .my interest in these matters. By trying to enact a law 
of this kuul \ u will cic.de a »Ve ,| ng m the public mind that, the Government 
lmvo got some sinister moti\rs behind it and tlu v want to gag the mouths 
of tlh* people and the Press hi forehand If feelings «if tins kind exist in 
the country, 1 can quite understand vour taking action to meet the situation, 
but when then* i s n<> excitement, when ihero is no enu rgonev of any kind 
if you take action of the kind you now propose, then you create an impres¬ 
sion in the public mind that you have an ulterior motive behind you. T 
do riot know what the foreign policy of the adjoining districts is likely to 
be tomorrow', and this "Bill is onl\ to prevent something which Government, 
have in their mind. Tint as T said it is quite wrong, it is quite undesirable, 
it is quite unjustifiable to create such an impression in the public mind, 
particularly at this time when we have got. so many other things to look 
to. Therefore. T would ask the Government Ponchos, and particularly the 
Foreign Secretary, who really has got the* interests not only of the adjoining 
territories but also of India at heart, to consider vvhnt impression his action 
would produce in the public mind if this Irmslntion is enacted at ih.s tina* 

I would therefore request him cnee more that he should circulate the Bill 
to ('licit public opinion and this measure should not be pushed 
througli in this session. a<. it will create unnccessarv apprehension 
in the public mind. Oik* definite complaint was brought to mv notice last- 
night, and it was perhaps also the subject matter ot a resolution passed 
in one of the big conferences in Lahore, and it is this, that this measure 
F passed into law r will seriously affect the religious liberty of the Mussalmans 
of India and especially of the Shia Community. They snv if anv action 
is taken by anv Minister, Ruler or am member of the familv of tlit* Ruler 
against any of the tenets of Tslam and there is bmin firjr and genuine 
criticism against such action there will be trouble Therefore. Sir, on the 
ground that this measure is quite unjustifiable, uncalled for and unneces¬ 
sary, I once move appeal to inv Honourable friend to accept the circulation 
of the Bill for eliciting public opinion. 

Sir Abdur Rahim (Calcutta and Suburbs* Muhammadan TTrbn.ii) * 
Mr. President, T support this amendment, and T submit that there are verv 
strong reasons why consideration of this Bill should not he proceeded with 
now Sir, wo have noticed a tendency on the part of the Government to 
bring before the House vorv important measures at the fag end of the 
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session, with the result that with the official block at their command and a 
few non official Membcis who generally support them, the}, aie able to carry 
through any meusuie, however opposed to public opinion in the country. 
Sir, tins Bill creates a new offence unknown to the Penal Code, and creation 
of a new offence is a serious matter indeed. A new offence ought not to be 
created unions Ihe matter has been full\ canvassed bv public opinion. Sir, 
it lui» been s.nd Hint the I’ II had been circulated f<> certain bodies, High 
Courts and liar .Associations and others, and the opinions received from 
these bodies were placed before the Select Committee. I do not dispute 
lh.l1 but then is tliis cardinal lact to be borne m mind th.u this 
*e it, ha- cmci<j«*d Ironi th<- Select Coinmittci , is a different Bill altogether. 
It is not the same Hill The scope of flic* former Hill was that d an\ person 
h\ his vwunL'W speech ilo(*s am thing hkely to prejudic. loreit/n lcl dzons. 
then he wouM l»e liable to certain penalties That is someth.lig on the 
lines of what i- ealhd sedition m tin's eountrv,—something which prejudices 
mah ns be'W'cn 11 if (lovermneiit 01 the eountrv and some foreign (fovern- 
men 1 rmthii he it noted m tie- original Hill the wording was “foreign 
Govei niiauit ’ and not ‘'( h«v« rnnieiit oi States adjoinin'* India” There is 
t Ik 11 Oman abb* the Law Member.—I am glad to find him in Jr« seat 
todav.- and la* will confirm me that an offence of defamation ig altogether 
different fn>m v hat was intended to be covered by the original Bill. 
Defamation is a personal wrong against certain individuals, be they Rulers 
<>” Ministers ,►» priy.iti indiMcluaL Now In this Bill a man will be 
pumshed if a defamatory charge is made, if a defamation is published by 
linn against a Itulei* «>r a Minister or a member of the family of a Ruler, 
and if n is likely to prejudice our relations yvith that Slat'* Ts not that 
;• wholly different measure from the original Bill that yyas < reuluted for 
public opinion at least to some sections of the public or to some associa¬ 
tions*’ But this a different measure altogether. They had not before 
them any public body such as tlu High Court had before it a Bill limited 
m scope lo defamation We contended, and strongly contended, at that 
time that }ou must, limit the scope of your Bill to the cases of defamation 
as m flu F.ngt sh layv - the antiquated, obsolete English law. We said that 
it I hey wanted to hu\o :i Hill at all ol this character they must lunit it t P 
imm's of dv f unatiou as is tin' case m the English law i io\ eminent *a\v that 
1 was n<>( possible foi them or that n yy as not advisahh to < avr\ through 
< he original measure Therefore, they ha\e dropped it. They have initiated 
• lu yy ninsi!'.- ■ t a dhleicnt ch.ivacier haying accepted the suggestion of the 
S( leet Commute’ Then what Pillows* Ts it not the tulo, is it not the 
procedure f iht House that v'dien a Select Committee alters a Bill in 
such a wm\ a- to make it a different Bill altogether, then it- must be re¬ 
circulated tor public opinion*’ If that is so. then 1 say that there is a very 
good eas,. in.yy : \»r lv-creulnt*ii of this Bill, because it is a Bill with a 
different scope with a different objective, and it creates a different offence. 
The creation of a new offence .k T have said, is a serious matter. This 
Bill proposes yylial the yyisdom of Lord Macaulay and others who framed 
the Bena 1 Code deliberately ('netted to enact—I inice it they deliberately 
omitted it because this oVl antamatod law of defamation against foreign 
Brinees was in existence in those days, and they refrained from enacting 
any such layv here Win *’ Did not foreign States, or rather foreign 
States contiguous to India exist at that time? The Bon.d Code is com¬ 
prehensive, it is so wide, and it is so well drafted, that it has received 
encomiums from almost all parte of the v\T>rld. the juristic part of 
the world, and I sav therefore that the framers of the Indian Tenal Code 
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deliberately refrained from enacting am sueli law .as is now proposed to 
be put on the Statute-book. That- being so, J say it is u serious concern 
of tlie public* that. *m offence like this should he created now, without the 
public being given full opportunity to consider the position and express 
its opinion thereon. 

Now. wh.it is the scope ot this Hill7 This is another letter on the 
hherty ol the Press, ('an there la* any doubt about it7 It, conies to this, 
the Press ol this country is not, to discuss foreign relations, a most vital 
matter tor the country Discussing foreign relations* is a most important 
duty of the Press li is a duty which is hilly recognised by the civilised 
Go\ eminent* throughout the world. The provisions of the Pill are so w ide 
that, the Political Department can obtain a omietion on almost any tiling, 
because under the system of Government which now prevails here the Politi¬ 
cal Department is a reserved subject. They will claim, and claim rightly 
too. that- they are the only people who know anything about the foreign 
relations of India with other countries. If they say, if they give evidence,-— 
as it is proposed to do- that foreign relations will be prejudiced, who is to 
sav no to that? The lesult will be that they will be the sole judge of 
whether a writing in the Press is defamatory, or rather if defamatory 
whether it, is likely to prejudice foreign relations And look at the scope 
of it-.—likely to prejudice foreign relations’ You could not use language 
wider than that You may call it n law, but it lacks the very element ary 
requisite of law.—that is, definiteness The court must find it very diffi¬ 
cult to give effect to language of that kind. The result must naturally 
he that if the Secretary of the Vorcign Department gives evidence before 
the Court, that, in their opinion—becaust it is a matter of opinion—the 
foreign relations are likely to be prejudiced, there is an end of the matter 
I say the Court will find it impossible to go behind that opinion T am 
absolutely sure, my Honourable friend Sir Evelvn TTowcll knows fully well 
that, that will be the result of a proceeding in Court at the instance of the 
Foreign Department. T take it that evidence will be given according to 
the ordinary procedure and the requirements of the Evidence Act. Once 
that evidence is given, whether the defamation charged K likely to pre¬ 
judice foreign relations—that will depend entirely upon the evidence of the 
Foreign Department. The Court will lx* helpless will be entirely at the 
mercy of the official witness 

Look at another provision of the Bill \n\ member of the family of a 
Euler—has any attempt been made to define that 0 So far a# T remember, 
the General Clauses Act does not attempt to define unv such thing. J dr 
not know of any Act which defines the member of a family, especially ot 
a "Ruler, an Oriental Ruler T think Sir Evelvn Howell will find it very 
difficult to define' the members of th<- families of certain rulers adjoining 
India. (Laughter.) A pitfall of this character should not be allowed tr 
creep into any statute passed by this Assembly. Mv Honourable friend 
Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad has pointed out other difficulties too. My Honour¬ 
able friend Sir Evelvn Howell has assured the House that. Arabia, Trac 
and all those places would be excluded, but there is another legal difficulty 
which arises in this connection. If Aden is part of Tndia, then Arabir 
is contiguous to Tndia. 

Sir Evelyn Howell: Not, the whole of Arabia, Sir. 
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Sir Abdur Rahim: Part of independent Arabia would be included. 

Sir Evelyn Howell: Tin* Heja/ would noi I .submit 

Sir Abdur Rahim: It. may be possible to try some such distinction, 
and I know mv Honourable triend Sir Evelyn Howell is acute enough to 
draw such distinctions, but it will be very difficult ior a court ot law to 
define what is or what is not included within the definition given in the 
Hill. There is the ease also ot pi.ire* like Bondicheiry, (Son ('h.mdcr 
nugorc It will, therefore, not only he very diilieult to say with respect 
to anything winch is wntten m tin* Press or uttered trom the platform 
and whieli may he considered by any of the representatives of foreign 
powers or their Ministers .is defamatory - -wbother or not foreign relations 
are endangered or prejudiced thereby, and that there are the other ques¬ 
tions which will raise further difficulties. I do not want to deal with 
ail those fpn-simm at present My main point is that this Bill as it has 
emerged from tin Select Committei creates a new offence. I do not 
sa.v that the Select Committee was not well ad\ised in narrowing down 
the Hill to eases ot dct.im.it ion is in tin old English law Tliet mav he 
so. It is in f.iet what w» demanded but (roverument having dropped 
their original idea and lia\mg accepted the ueu of the Select Committee 
of this Hou-e (o bring in a Hill with a much narrow ei scope and ot a 
different chnr.uder altogether, it now t>< comes necessary to re-cireulate 
the Hill foi public opinion according to the ordinal \ procedure of Select 
(’ommittee^ Tin ('ommitte* itself ought to have reported that the Bill 
is so altered is to reipuie re-circulation I do not know if any stronger 
ease could he made out hn re-circulation It may he said that the first 
Hid was of a widei '-cope hut my jaunt is that although the present-Bill 
n of a narrow*r scope. it creates a different offence It is a different 
measure and theicfore it ought to l.c re-cireulated There is one other 
]>( int I do not Know if Dr Ziauddm intended to raise it. but from the 
way he dealt with this <jta stum it- suggested itself to the House that this 
Bill particularly affected the Mussulmans, hut that is not so On the 
other hand it might very will be argued that sonic of the adjoining States 
hiing Mussulman Stab-., it affects the non-Muslim inhabitants of the 
country more* than the Mussulmans At any rate that is not the point. The 
whole point now is whether the Bill ought not to be re-circulated as it 
creates a different offence to tin one in the original Bill The Honourable 
Member in charge of the Bill has alluded to the fact (lint in other countries 
some provision or other of this nature exists. It is perfectly true, but wo 
have got to see whether there is renllv n good ease for re-enacting them 
hero The conditions of India are very different from the conditions in 
Brazil and places like that Wo know m European countries, whether 
the law is there or not. eriti*. ism of foreign policy is a matter of every 
dav occurrence and is a most vital part of a nation's interest and are we 
going to stifle such criticisms in this country? As a matter of fact in 
England, as the Honourable the Law Member will admit, the law in this 
respect has been obsolete It is more than 100 years, T believe, since 
there was a prosecution I pointed this out in my last speech. I did 
listen very carefully to what Sir Evelyn Howell had to say on this point 
on the previous occasion, and 1 must say that neither T nor most Mem¬ 
bers on this side of the House were convinced of the necessity for such a 
measure An\wa\ oxen if there he a necessitx. T think we must consult 
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public opinion on the Bill as it has been reported on by the Select Com¬ 
mittee, and that is the question now before the .House. 1 do hope that 
Government will consider this point seriously, and I uni sure that Members 
on this side of the House will consider it necessary and vital that a measure 
of this importance should receive m its present, form that judgment of 
public opinion which its importance deserves. 


Diwan Bahadur Harbilas Sarda ( \jmer M<rwara (icneml)' I rise just 
to say a word m support ot the amendment proposed bv Dr Ziauddin. 
The question bqfnre us is mailing more than that the Bill should be 
re-eirenlated instead ol being talien into consideration on the ground that 
the Select Committee appointed to consider it lias mat'Tulh altered it 
Jl there has been a material alter.ition m the Bill, and this. 1 tlimk, has 
been hilly proved bv my Honourable friend Sir \hdur Hahim. it is not- 
only proper but incumbent that the Bill should be on diluted to elicit 
public opinion From an offence ol the nature of sedition to an offence 
of the nature of defamation and libel, one lias to travel \er\ fur in fact 
from one place to another TJic\ are two different and two distinct kinds 
of offences. One is entmiv personal The other is with regard to the 
State. The object of the Bill evidently is that nothing should he done 
TO prejudice relation*, between the Government oj India and another 
State. Tint being so it w •> tind that Hie off.-nei wlii'*h vvm* made punish¬ 
able by tin original Bill lias been ebanged. il is yen nir ( ssir\ that the 
matter should go again before publie opinion md Govenuneut shou'd know 
what public opinion iri tlu m.itter is it n I tliink Hu* -coj e of the 

Bdl. bv including Mnnslcrs and members of the family of lhilers of adjoin¬ 
ing States, lias been made wr\ widi It n yew difficulf to define or 
determine for the purposes ol tbr* Bill v\lm the numbers of Ihe family 
of *i particular Holer are. \s bowser. 1 do not w.mt to go int-o tlie 
merits of the tiling. I support the amemlmeiii <*o 11>*• go.end that as 
there luis been a material change in the Biff it should h<* vc-circuhiiod 
for eliciting public opunmi 


Mr. B. Sitaramaraju (Gmtjam • mm \ i/..■_* q».itam Vn \!ub n*on ■ l.m 
BurrdV Sir, the Bill has been u ry mueli modified bv the S« led (’one 
mittec hut notwithstanding 1h.it 1 iet. tin Bill H neUlu r fhh. nor flesh 
nor good red herring If n»v «>h|e»Mi'*n had beta ouK ‘ 1 '■mguagi 
and the terms in which the provisions art' drafted. I e< moved 

amendments and taken mv chance As it is the Bill ha. . teriaiiv 


altered. as pointed out b\ the leader of our group, and ’ Mt ‘ ™ r se lias 
been made out for s. ndmg it out for eliciting publie op ar f,s ^ \ V1 both 
when he introduced this Bill as well as on tin presei s !j 1 ^ ,n ^; he 
Foreign Secretary stated that this P»ill we Intended t< ru ■ ^pecinlB - 
into luie with fhc English law on flu* suhjeef and furl 1. ""J ^ N ‘/ 

this Bill purports to embody the prinelplt - and practice 1 *! ™d f, rK adjoin\ 
law Both the proposition^ arc incorrect and can he dispute )0 ;l °werjp 
as it stands is neither justified bv doctrines of international ^ is 

t ir accordance with the pnctice of civilized nations. Tile objr* v E 0, cr- 
lGng the Bill appears to he based on ,« political necessity rather on 

a 1* g.d necessity. S»r the Foreign Secretary f s statement Hint. “It is a 
recognized pnnciplc of intemationnl law that the States, in their relations 
■'‘ill, other States, are responsible for at- committed by persons within 
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their jurisdiction" is incorrect in theory ;md at variance with international 
usages and practice The modern theory, and practice of international law 
>j i tin* subject lias been recently summarized as follows b\ an able writer: 

“An infhvi<hi.il Hilly \iol.in* inliaii.itmn.il law .iwi thcieby occasion inju.'v ic 
foreign Stales or its nationals, I»ut his act', need not neres'aiiiy l>e attributed to liie State 
within vvlurh he i- lound iioi <11^.1141* the 1 iv>poiiMbil*i v ot tho Slate The Stale is 
never 1 eseoiiM bh* for the .o' of an individual .«>. -in 1 It i.innot be re^aided as 
an absolute ^uuiaiCoi of tin nu.; **i loadin' of all pei -01.." v.itfun iti- Ix>un<i~ before 
its resjion.siliilify <an be engaged, it is necessary to show that it has violated an infer- 
nation.il du.v it;« n'4111/nl •. v lot* tie. 11.a \ a.' i j.o 1 1 ■ \ t law ot nations .11 1 deal* and 

definite form *’ 


These duties me stiiiiintiriscd ;e billows* 

di The 11 m 1 1 s • c 1 11; d iim\ do ii.mn < ithei to a foie^n ilM*!t 01 to nr ulnn In 

rile iiiimer i,w .1 i I.11111 is i ••11-1 it a. ed / • . <■ diim b\ tin hetmn S’.ile 111 

il*» own behalf I ,0 in bull* ..li.ni* ,<ii ■ , n > d t • l« «1 jt tin In <d that 

St.10* «»i its II, 

(2’ Jbol siioii to diRlom.'tn agents I ..duie vmdd enlail reparation 

(5 ) Injiuious .u ts fiiiin iiuliv ulii.il.s witbn its juiinl ' turn, *udi .0 i.nds on their 

territories 

(4) Libel on So\i>ii mils <a violation «*f iheu ambassadors’ privileges punishable 

m, h- I'm 1 einunal I... o' i!e ,.1 ,■* I o 1 whn*i ye-ieially e'empl.m (aim'hinen* s ale 

meted out 


ll will thus hf m cm flint the rt'spunsihi'il ics of the States ill respect of 
ictty it U's. ot individual mv lint a- wide n** they arc now nought to be made 
out 'They are rest rid od (1) l*’* consideration*. that n State is not respon- 

.ible ha thr ;it-l i\ >t u m ~ o> individuals as ’-u«*h hut only for it', failure to 
fulfil oert.un mtern.itmn.il dutu * iinpoMrl upon it by tin 1 i\v of nations. 
Tb These duties d'» not include the prevention of am and every act of 
mdp iduuls dial a foreign St.h- m.i\ consule* mpim!* in its interest's 
is 1 hf el lhorate explanation of the Foreign Secretary would have it blit 
only the prevention and bringing to justice ot actim 1 nets of injury done 
t- a foreign power 1>\ individuals \>\ the com mission of injurious acts 
ivi'd'iii/id .in mt* rn.u ioumI inpines b\ international law. These* acts 

O'l 

(1) \o'jressinn i.n the temton of a f*>n ign Stan* 
rji lnnii*' to proj*i*tt\ ..nd 1 It* o| it-. n.itu.n.Js 
(.*»» lubd on t. hi ad 

With regard to the »}u« 4 «»n «»l state 1 egul. 1 t mils and domestic* laws as 
art smd to be obtaining m even modem State. 1 would like to take the case 
of dread Britain first In <lreat Britain there is no specific law on the 
s tl'iecf. except the Foreign EnKtments Act, to enforce international 
obligations But the Foreign Enlistments \<*t applies principally to the 
1 ase of war and acts of aggression and is primarily directed against mer- 
cenarv soldiers. In peace. the liberty of the Brest; and opinion is restricted 
onlv bv t hi* English law - f libels This gives protection not only to British 
subjects against one another but to h*\nls of States and ambassador This 
i« all the law in England on this subject. To sav that tins Bill is 
intended to bring the law into line with the English law is palpably 
inuecurate and absurd This r nothing but nn encroachment of the 
executive in this country Eor instance, even with the wording of clause 
*J amended, as now, it can have only one effect, the suppression of all 
expressions of opinion on the foreign polio* of the British Empire in India, 
*ao far as regards those States in particular to which this Bill is sought 
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to be now applied, excepting those expressions of opinion as ma) be per¬ 
mitted by the Government of India. There is no proper judicial control. 
Moreover, once a complaint is lodged, justifiably or unjustifiably, there is 
absolutely no criterion left to the Judge whether a person is guilty or not. 
The question whether a particular statement is likely to promote unfriendly 
relations between His Majesty s (!o\eminent and the Government of a 
foreign State is a question of tact. It must necessarily vary according to 
the circumstances of tilt' ease A statement which may promote unfriendly 
relations with one State m <\ not do so with another Whether it will do 
so in a particular cast* '\ ill depend upon an infinite \ariety of circumstances 
including the domestic political situation of a foreign State of which the 
Judge can take no eognuance at all This difficulty was pointed out in one 
of the opinions gathered on tin* Bill I mm the Judges o| our High Courts 
The measure will thus ha\e flu* effect of subordinating the domestic go\- 
ernment of one country to the necessities of the domestic situation in. 
another Such a law, so far tmm being in conformity with international 
law, is absolutely at Mirianee with the fundamental principle of a full 
national sovereignty . (Hear. In ar ) 

The Foreign Secretary ha* further stated. Sir, that it is intended to 
bring this law into contormit\ with the practice and procedure obtaining 
in Kngland on ibis subject In ibis connection 1 would like to read a 
few cases from which it will be seen that whatever may have been the 
law in England in ages gone h\. *o far as the present period is concerned. 
England has no such law as i* mow intended to he introduced here Here 
is an important ease • 

‘ ’I he (rfint'in na'x which w,«- «•»»■ • >! .. n i.h im> «»f tin ciownm instilitx 

between (beat Hi 11.11 r. ami Heiin.mx toward* 1 In liegmtiiitg ot tin* present *enturv. 
was the subject ol nan It pointed attention on lb** put ot tlu* Bnti*b Pies* In 1904 
a B/itisli pa pci suggested that the Bmish na\ \ should I ,<11 u|ian the Herman fleet 
before it had giown loo strong .uni de*Uo\ it just ,<s it hu<l de*t roved the D.im*h 
fleet m L 307 Sii Fiank hascelles, the British Ambassador, had a talk on this subject 
with Pi one von I >ulow. the Imperial ( ’ham 1‘llnr. .uul rejM »**t «•<! to the Foreign Office 
on December 2ft. 1904 * 

the fonsffanl attack* in the Kueh-h Pies* wliith had rmt with no official 
dhuppicnal. and < lie new scheme fot tin* ie< igamznt ion ot the Vi\\ had given mm* 
to the leliel, whnh had become \pi\ jnevnlenl in Hetmanx that England had the 
intention of attacking her 

Fount Met ternn h’s statement had given gieat *at i*la< t ion !•» tin* Kmperoi. who 
had become susnh ion* in eon»ei|uein e ot In* attention having I een iliawn to a lecent 
article in 1 he 1 run/ tnirf Man/ and a siigge->tn n m Vanity l-'nir that England 

should treat the (Jeiman fleet m 1904 as she treaied the Danish Heel in 180 ft (sic.) 

T said that tin* two j>aper* he mentioned were without any piaciical irnpm taue<» and 
I thought it a pitv that the Etnperoi should ln\e paid an\ altetdion t-f► them Vbout 
same time the Bnti*h Ambassador 111 Berlin had a long dis< tission with Herr von 
Holstein ol the Herman Foieign Office about the tone of tlie British Pret*. and he 
wrote to 7 /ord Lansdowne on December 7 ) 0 . 1904 This Mih|c<t again came up fot 
discussion between the two Hov eminent.* almut n\ mouths I iter While cj 1 \ i 1 » an 
account of a conversation be bad bad with the Impenal Chain clloj. Si 1 Blank Lascefle* 
wrote to Lord hansdowne on June 12, 1905 ■ 

‘fie (von Bulow) regretted that this state of things should o\j*t and that the 
English Press should loiitinue the hostililx against Hoimanv 1 was awaie of the 
sensitiveness of the Emperor to English opinion, and liardlx a dav passed without 
His Majesty’s sending him fBnlow j a sheaf of Engli*li paper* to read ’ 

Lo**d Lansdowne also wrote to Sir Frank La*it*llc.s on tb<* subject He stated • 

‘Bo far ns T was able to follow the arirmnent of the**, pci soiiage*. the strained v»* 
lations which were believed to exist between fireat Britain and Hermany were due. in* 
the firsl place, to tbe attitude of the English Press, -md in the second 
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With regard to the attitude of the Press, His Excellency (Count Metlernich, the 
German Ambassador in London) who knew this country so well, must i thought he 
well aware thut His Maljestv’s Government was m no way answerable for the language 
of our newspapers.’ 

At tlie time of the Bn-aiuari Crisis of 1908. the British Press generally took U]> 
a \ pry strung ant i-Austi i;m attitude This led to \eiv slrong diplornatir representa¬ 
tions “ii the part, of the Austro-Hungarian Government to the British Government. 
On November 5. 1908. we find Sn W K Gostheii writing to Su Edward Grey.—‘Hia 
\faje.st\ Goveiliment i egret as inudi as any one that the uewspappi Pies- should at 
tune-. he utilized as tlie \ehicle for international ret i iminat ions. But even ir they 
had the power to mteifeie whuh it is oi tnurse will known they ha\e not . . ” 

Jleiv if is specifically admitted Sir, that (hex have no power to control 
the Press There is also anothet case. It is the case on which the 
.Mart]!,. s S <»f Salisbury < \|insvd the opinion that the Press is not under 
er illtml 

‘In Manh 1900, e\tieme|\ piovoeati\e articles were published in Th* Tun** re¬ 
garding Geimanx Su F Lascelle , the British An.bnss.idoi m Berlin "enl the 
following telegram to the Maupies*- of Salisbm\ on this -aihied ori Match 16 ’ 

I’m ilii-* telegram, coin plaining about the conduct of the British Press, Lord 
S.ilishurx sent the following reply : 

I iippnae ol \om uiijii.igt to the Kmpeioi win -6 it oe*e—,n\ \oii i an repeat 
ft 11 ill mi The 'in id* n: Ml M red to an most uiiloi I iinate 5 -ill tlie \,.g.me* of tile 
nev -pa|»•-1 - are entiielv l.e\ >nd mm lonttol 

f rheii Sir vnil will find a mmibci of other nrsliiKes where e\un British 
Miui-tcj^ and St itesmen h.iXo repc.itcdlx -fated that, whatever may be the 
Knji-h law mi tin Mill,ret \ejis ago. at the present moment, or oven at, 
th*- 1 ■ 11 m <»} HH>0. tin rt x\a- no sin b law in existence which could control 
1 la Pi ess In tbi'- cniinci tiun. I would like fo draw the attention of the 

Tloti-a t«. oin pait'cnku opinion e\pre-sid h\ one of the nicest brilliant 

t s •» l' M ot t III j ,\ nice I -t Madr I" M • ( I 1 11« t T ' Till" i" W I at lie "MX s 

I 111 Bill give- P"\\e :<t> « 1 1 1 \ III till Gn » i i i• relit ot Il-I'a lull *\e" a ]n ( ,il Gov¬ 

ernment tu pn»*»e< ule toi .nothing likel\ to piom>>n antiicedU lelaiions between Hi" 
Moe-t\ - Gnxeinment tb.it is Hi" M.i|e-t\ - Gu\eitinient in England and the Goxern- 
Miei.' lit .i . i \ Stale in i|e .-aid .ilni ». n,\ ii „i-ll.i'i «n aw.nd jium-hniont 

2 In pi ,e t n *■ In •* Ii laid- i tin- pt.-s*-m uhsIi'hihi, ami 1 l*t ted-'i il m.-*itul 101 . 

a ]' l.i tin* Vn. v. In will de« i>le “ti pin-u 'I'mn .aid < i"i\ m o »i - wdl follow a,.- 

,( I it I“lll-e It I- .1 liuei-1 T would 11, it el *111-1 li ah\ lie lll.ll' e\iOpt Oil 

oin f'jd'i'oi! *li a ;i ' le part i. iila* • a eira-t . t > o- 1>» /’ll 1 e -aibtec to the lomml 

o| pul-1 - opinion 

1 Mid Oi.m tin* report of the Select Committie that no distinction has 

h. i t> made hctweiii tlie « xpressmiis of opinion m religious matters and 

;ndit. d matter" Pm that .is ii tna*. I would like to read ibis passage 
-ii *bi \crx langii. ge win. h tin- F.iiropc.ni i- viliau Ium Used 

\. \ leerux will i l.i l« *o ... Uu t'.ae -ion- ot o; aiio> howe.et -in Mg, 

that i neighbouring State *- not gn\oi“»d in .M<“id.inee with the pr>m iph-" of the 
Kura ii oi i li.it ope pieteidi to tie •■'op. i- a l»ei*ei Muha leia.ol.m thui .eioiho’ 

1 would confine the Bill. Id o seel inn 125 T P C to A-until State" 

’’! a < imr-i' i" d.iiu tu a u'lt.i n • ' Vnt However, ]uri"ibet on 'liould 

In _!\*n onlx to Ke*---ion Court** Mr. Cuillotti si ite> 

“I would give jurisdient n only to Session" Courts sitting with piroi 

r l'li*tt- ix a point which was not accepted by the Select Committte and T 
find that there is an amendment standing in tlie name -d Mr Ma-wood 
Ahmad to that effect Mr Gall. 11 i further says- 

‘T would imt h:i\e a separate At t I would add a -ration to Indue* Pena' 

Code after *rrt i“ii 125. wh.-h would Ii tm-m el\ n l-ig*. a! .-*-i oll.u*\ to p ■: -*■« J foil ’* 

C 
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1 m re is also another opinion, as has been pointed out by Sir Abdur Rahim, 
•‘hieli would have this treated in the same way as defamation is treated. 
Further on Mr. GalJetti says : 

“The object ion to the Bill in iLs pivhenl form is obvious to any man of liberal 
mind. Every one has his preferences and hn, prejudices. Queen Victoria resented 
attacks on her 1 ellow potentates and had the will but not the power to proven to any 
one who attacked them The parallel with England would only hold if the Hmeroign 
in England eveicised that power as the Viceroy would have whether under the 
present or the iutiirc const itutiou 'The power is e\eicised by the Government ill 

England and the (government in England is under control. Napoleon 111 demanded 
the punishment of Englishmen who libelled him, but public opinion pi evented the 
Government gnmg his satisfaction A Government that mteicopted ALizzmibs letters 
ras promptly brought to hell in paihament and in pre*s Mr (liadstone was never 
in dangei ot picket ul ion for calling 1 ho Government of Naples the negation of God 
or tor lampaigns against Turkish atrocities Even in the war no one was m danger 
of prosecution for attacking Signoi Giolitti 01 President Wilson 01 King Constantino 
though these attacks fell under the mischief of the present Bill Libels on President 
Krugoi wore allowed although tlies led to Use Boor war King Leopold oi Belgium 
was ireely libeled for alleged atioeitie-? m the Congo Frw State Attacks on the 
Soviet and Fjiscim Governments and on the jxjrsoiial diameter of Stalin, and Mu-sulini 
are made daily in England Frame allows a virulent and \ulgai Anti Fascist paper 
full of scurrilous attacks on Mussolini, lo be ]»riutod m Paris Public opinm-i m 

England and Fiance will not jiermit the Government to prosecute The objection to 
giving power in the Viceroy to prosecute b th.it public opinion ben' is not strong 

enough to flunk the Vi.cm\ A further objection is th.it it is upiicm e vy tc» defend 

non-Asiatic Go\emmenls “ 

Sir these arc* the* opinions expressed by n European Civilian serving in the 
"Presidency uf M.idv.is I would also Idee to gi\e the words ot another 
European Cmlian. who is the District Magistrate of Knrnool With refer¬ 
ence* to the lcin.irh-t in.ide h\ the Honourable the Mn\«-v .d fins motion, 
he states as follows 

“Tf the Foreign ,»nd Political Department wants legi-l.it ion it should im» cam lifhigc 

it The Honomaide Mo\el*V spe-ei h was so elaboialeK t amouilaged a to ni» almost 

irrelevant *n part? “ 

Sir, from m* own province several opinions have he(*n rcc(*ivcd which are 
against “tbk Bill T would also quote the opinion of fht Chief Presidency 
Magistrate of "Madras This is what ho sjivs* 

“T find it somewhat difficult to support the measure that bn- been piopn.-od In a 
counlrv like India hnwnr :i popul.ilion ot 72 iri'llion Muhammadans >n t lo e neighlxmr 
hood of Muhammadan States the pi event ion of all rdticion of 1h<* .els of the 
neighbouring rulers—in matters affecting their #*o religionists is liable* h,. cons* 

derahlv le-^nfed The Bill mii-e* no distinction of the critic i-m of these riders 
in matters of religion as distinguished from temporal affairs Tt p l «> wide that 
it includes both: and both the erilicism and the consequential re-en'menf is likeh In 
be much greater m flie-e matters than in purely temporal affac-s 1 nm net aware of 
any law* anywhere in the world whieh in flu* slightest degree prevents the members 
of a particular sect from criticising the conduct of heads of states in reference to 
their conduct in matters of religion. This is very different from preventing hhels 
against rulers of Foreign States, because an attack on the character of a ruler mnv 
now he necessary for criticising his rondurt with reference to his religion Know¬ 
ing how zealondv Muhammadans m anv part of the w*orld watch the interests of their 
co-religionists abroad, and that Tndia. has perhaps the large t Muhammadan ponnln- 
tion, I think the Bill is particularly unsuitable to the conditions in this country “ 

Sir, the ophrons that T have road out so far are entirely against this Bill, 
but T am sure it will be said that the Assembly has already^ accepted the 
principle of the Bill. Sir, we have never accepted the principle of the 
Bill. We have been fighting from the beginning, and we even went Into 
the lobby against it. However that he as the very wording of clause 2, 
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«sven !is si mended, shows, it is a Bill which cannot be accepted. The Bill 
as it has emerged from the Select Committee is altogether different from 
the previous one, and it is absolutely necessary that w r o must have the 
opinion of the country on if before we proceed w'ilh it. It was stated by 
fi w r ter of great reputation that the foreign 1{elutions Bill was justified 
neither by doetriues of international law nor by the practice of civilised 
nations. Its springs, hr said, are m lad not legal bu: political, and it is 
1 r m tendered imperative by circumstances peculiar to India British 

r ’ M * foreign policy, so far as it concerns India, has of necessity to 
recognise the fact that there is a potential threat to the unity of the 
Empire in the nationalist aspirations of India. Its efforts therefore to a 
earn.! extent at any rate an* directed to counterbalancing those asp-ra¬ 
tion**.. nr at b fist tow aids Mviig that no foreign influence compile des the. 
iifernal situation It *■* therelore .t measure directed against ’he whole 
count r\ find against all classic >o much so that it cannot afford to have 
ovi-dnin of opinion .about the foreign udntions of the* eountr' It is not 
In *•«!. it e that it s a Muslim affair Tt is an Indian affair, .and as 
•such T lodge my omphalic protest and support the motion for circulation 

Mr. C S. Ranga Iyer (Bohilkund and Kumaon T)ivisions Xnn-Muhnm- 

m. adan Tlural) Sir. I am sorr\ that the discussion, of course inevitably, 
has hern w’d»*!ied m its scop.* inslc,irl of being cor'ua d | ii’-'i' to tilt* 
amendment oi mv Honourahlo friend T>r Zinuddin Ahmad. At the present 
stage T dohherafol\ propose to abstain from offerin'* au\ v m.ol;- rn flic 
Poreign Tlelatinns Bill or its consideration, and would like to concentrate 
m* «»v.n argument on the question of circulation Afv opinion on this ques¬ 
tion is oxaetlx the same as mv opinion was* during the last Simla Session 
wlif'n a friend of mine and a respected Member of my partx brought for- 

n. ii'd tip* motion that tin lVc^*, Bill he re-rireulated for opinion. I opposed 
the re-circulation on principle In that particular case. I was a Member 
of the Select Committee, and as a Member of the Select Committee, I felt 
obliged even though the Bill was shaped be\ond recognition by the Select 
Committee to support uhrre tin* Sel»*ci Coumutt' o ^ 111 >• • »il« < 1 tip "‘Till and 
to get it changed on the floor of tin* Mouse where the minority in the 
Select Commithe rliffer(*d from that Bill That is exactly the position 
that I propose to adopt in regard to this measure, though I am in a better 
position in thi-cas - because I have not been a Member of the Select Com¬ 
mittee Sir, the argument that the Honourable the Lender of the Inde¬ 
pendent Partx addressed to tins House w r as chiefly this He said that 
when a Hill emerged from the Select Committee changed beyond recogni¬ 
tion, then the B*11 should he ro-eiroulated for opinion because it is* a new 
Bill 1 beg to differ from him If a Bill emerges from the Select Com¬ 
mittee in an aggravated form w.th objectionable features increased, it 
heroines necessary to circulate the Bill for public opinion. But if a Bill 
emerges from the Select Committee in an improved form—and I believe 
tin* Honour,tide the Leader of the Independent Partx has not stated that 
the Bill lias emerged in an aggravated form with increased objectionable 
features . . 

Sir Abdur Rahim: T said it was a different Bill, a different measure. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: He said d was not the same Bill As I said in 
Simla in regard to the Press Bill, even though one of my friends belong¬ 
ing to my party contended at the time that the Bill was very different 

o 2 
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from what it was when it went to the Select ('ommittco, T lielcl at the time 
that it w as a Hill which had come m an ini]>rn\ed form even though some 
of its principles had boon vitally shaken and some of the clauses had been 
wliolK changed I said as it had come m an improved form, it was for us 
to dismiss it on the floor of the House and reject it if wo did not think it 
acceptable to us. or amend it. in whatever form it should he amended I 
am at i i\m lit not uttering one word on the merits of the Bill because I 
think titer* mil he ample opportunity during the progress of the Bill, if 
Dr Vav nli'm Alim el’s amendment- does not prove aeeeptable to tins 
House, to txpiess m\ opinion on that matter At present, as amply 
illustrated In quotations made by the Whip of the Independent Partx, 
there has been a good deal of opinion against- the Bill which was circulated 
and this is more or le^s the same Bill T do not for a moment think tlv 
object of tlu* Bill is different I do not beliexe that the* principle ot the 
Hdl has been altered, the purport' of the Bill continues to he the same, 
onl\ it has been linpnned, but perhaps that is a matter which will have 
to be discussed at a later .stage Tt lias been improved perhaps m et*rtain 
aspects, and on that matter I should like to hear Members of m\ part> 
who line s(-i\ed on the Select (Yimniittee, and T believe they have \et to 
speak on th.it but uutd the\ have spoken I would leave the qinstion oj.i n 
M\ parts Ini" not made this a part \ question M\ part\ has h*lt the floors 
open. So tai as the question of iv-eirculation is eoricenied. in the light of 
certain observations made bv Mr Tlaju, who quoted abundantly the opinion 
expressed in the eountrv when it was first circulated lor ojunioii. 1 eon* 
elude that re-circulation is ord\ a superfluits to v\lut-l i I am unwilling to 
commit m\ part\ At the same time, I max siv that when the Bill comes 
up for discussion on the floor of the House, Members of ni\ part\ will he 
fo e to discuss the matter ( xactk as the\ choose 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division Mulmirmiadan Rural) 
The object ion winch was taken to this Dill at tin* Simla Session w.is mo*«tl\ 
one object ion. that it affected religious performances of Muduns, and '1 
debarred t In Mn-limn from m dong fair criticism of the act ■oil'- of those 
liideis w the Muslim-. on ac count of their religion*, pmtormain e, lei\(* 

1 * > !*• * 'I’ll* w 11 •• • >!a* , et ■■ »u strom/h taken 1»\ m\ Iloiiour.ibli Ir • ed 
S,r Ahdur h’.diiru. that lie did not bke flic I» 1 11 to he sent to the Select 
Comindfee and wlnn tin House vofed m favour of the Bill heme referred 
to tin Select t’ommittfe on the nwur'inci* given !>\ tie Header of the 
Houst- th d hefon it went h> the Select- Cmimuttei it would lu circulated, 
for pubic* opinion In *\ecutive order when this wa- * i-- and tlu* Rill 

.*4 *- in f! 1. - til- Sr ’, ( 1 • ’(.1 e.iit t. ( th.- I h >1KMI1 ahl( tin h. . > it ! o' till 

i nd* pendi m I'.u ! \ no* "j.j\ Imiist !j refused h»srt\. m, 1! i« ■ (-inmil ti . luff 
sfnjiped <■ vi*r\ M**inln , i of his partv Ironi si^’vng on tin t’oimmffee. Tin 
i-s’dt .\.i- t h*it e\ei * oj 11 dropped ov J 

Sir Abdur Rahim: That was not *n. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: One b\ one «*vor\ one a hose name v. ac 

proposed foi the Select IVunuidfee w if hflr**w hi- name 

Khan Bahadur H M. Wilayatullah: R.‘/*aus(» T was opposed to thi 

principle of the Bill 
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Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: On on the House having voted for refer¬ 
ring the Bill to Select Committee. thcv refused to serve on the Committee 
and thus deprived the Select Committee greatly of the benefit which the 
Committee could have derived from t.he wise counsels which ;ire tendered 
<o-d:i\ 

Sir Abdur Rahim: Wind about the Honourable Member himself t} 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: After saying that one is not willing to 
• i \i■ -n ill. S.-h-i ■ (’»»i iimitt • •• it - not fair for on. lo come and criticise 
the particular action*, taken h\ tlie Select Committee One objection had 
been taken find |iul>he opinion had not been consulted and if opinions had 
lie* n received the;, bad not been properl \ considered b\ the Select Corn- 
mdtii Tbit T beu to differ fi-iiN tin-* There were two kind** of opinions 
lvrened mie :is opinion "bah w i* real -ipinion and tlios, jieople pointed 
oul the di fVi" i ill ies in ill* I» 1 11 and m.ide cert tin suggestion?- a- to how to 
mi|»ro\i tin I * ill Then were other kind*, of opinions whicli were not 

opinion- d .ill Tlios, op u'en-* were that the Bill affected the religious 
tieednpi ,<nd then i »r« th* Bill should not be enacted With all liumilitv, 

I beg to d’ff* r fr«»i»i th i*r opinion** md also differ from those Honourable 
Mi min r*» who i .i?I tlhv ojanion T think this could not he the opinion 
U • i’i-r the*.. pf-M'l* d'd ii'»f ^tud' the Bill at all and tinv, kind of opinion, 
which net her suggest-* rini rem* d> nor points out an\ diffienltx could he 
hard)' i died n; of,:n>>»n And due we id it was mven to all those opinions 
" 1 i i'*1 1 t'* 11 under the tir-t eategor\ 

\ow St the chief jioint which was made bv m\ Honourable and 
!« crnefl :• , nd the Beider of the Indi pendent Parte and certain other 
Muslim Men,hi r** and a Is. i supp. »rted b\ some Government s, espeeinllv the 
T T P Government was that an unnecewin legislation winch might 
ere ite a kind < >1 iuit.it i«»n 1>\ affecting ir-rtain rights of ATuslims. should not 
hi' undertaken That heme the ca-e due regard paid to this question 
It was fint-'dcrcd that the prmcm d countries- ii. which Muslims were eon- 
, ei-ncd . .cciunit of the r ri ligiou- pertnrt . lives were Arabia Mesopotamia 
and Pah-tin.' And t was decided bv the Select Committee that those 
pi w s slmuld be excluded from the -coja of the Bdl because no criticism 
of .i lair kind should be .dh.wed to conie v\?thm the scope of the Bill where 
;he\ a»'i n all\ and \itall\ eni^oind S-> the S 4 1 (’omnetiee -ho-e to 
limit the scope of the Bdl. dthnujli it wm** not n all\ warranted But it 
was thought that the G »vemmeiii 's object could be gained if the scope was 
narrowed down . nd with tins n .rrowing down the objection which was 
taken b\ the Mih’ims was ah-ohitoU taken awa\ It has been narrowed 
d«v\ n to tin St afes wbadi border «.n Tndia or are contiguous to the shores 
of India and no rel-giou- objection can be taken now to the present Bill 
as it' lui- conn* out This Bill i fleets Hindus. Christians. Sikhs. etc . as 
much as it affects Mivsalmans md due consideration was given to the 
fact that no inti rferewe with rehgmns p(*rforiunnees should he permitted 
in this Bill 

Another objection is that the Bill, ns it has come out of the Select 
('ninmittcc. is tot dl\ different I rum the onginal Bill 1 quiti agree m that 
Tlie first Bdl said th.it am state’ lent which tended to ere.itindr-i^dlv 
leljitiorv was punishable Tt was found b\ the Select Committee that the 
sc.»pe of the Bill was \er\ wide .md the\ said that a statement which was 
in the nature of defamation of a Prince would be punishable — defamation 
as defined in tlie Indian Penal Code The Prince or Biller defamed cannot* 
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appear in the courts of British India and in order to give him protection 
it win laid down that tin* Governor General in (Vuincil should he authorised 
to lodge a complaint before the court and prove that it was a libellous 
statement. In addition to that, they have also to prove* a second fact, that 
it also creates unfriendly relations. So in order to have a conviction, 
these two things wll ha\e to lu* pm\ed by the Governor General in 
Council. 

So the scope has been narrowed down and it has emerged from the 
Committee in a much hotter form The Committee considered whether the 
court should he the judge as regards the livelihood of unfriendly relations 
being created 01 whether it should lu* leit ti* the <io\enu»i Gemini in 
Council, and til* majority of the Coniniittee came to the conclusion that 
the court should he the judge and this should form part of the Bill. So 
v.ith l hcM two ihnr r - ii Is ,i-iy difficult lor the Gu\» mor General in Council 
to launch a prosecution unless they are absolutely sure that they can 
secure 4 a conviction Thc\ will prohahK in iii.ua cases <h<-'i- ( - tk*i lo 
prosecute owing to the difficult\ of proving that there* will he unfriendly 
relations because it will have to be proved m court h\ some officer of 
Government who will have to disclose the correspondence 4 and evidence in 
their posse.^on. Sir. 1 think the Bill goe*s far he\ond the 1 units that 
would he required for giving real protection to "Rulers of neighbouring 
States 

One point which struck me during the debate* and which was pointed 
out by inv Honourable friend. Dr Ziauddin Ahmad, escaped tlu* notice 
and attention of tlie Sele ct- (Yunmittcc, and L feel sorry that lie did not 
s’t on that t'ninmittie . 1 hi h.ul luen then md il hr laid planted 11 out. 

the Committee would line* been wiwer Tt was about Aden Of course if 
India includes Aden l«»r tlu* purpose** d this BiH then it toiiclu s ecit.im 
States; but the intention of the Select Committee was never to include 
•hrm m tin* scope n! the Bill But I feel doiibl lid w lu tlici tlu word ‘India” 
will include Aden, because it is British India which includes Aden, and the 
word used is not British India, hut only India, and therefore 1 thought that 
when nn Honourable friend was talking about- Pondicherry and Goa and 
other settlements of foreign powers in India, whether the\ are bordering on 
India or not, T thought that the word used w as not British India, and that 
anything which stands outside Tndia will he considered to be outside 
India, as India stands oil the map. and not India which may be called 
British India, which a totally different thing Grograph eal India 

includes Pondicherry and Chandernagore and Goi. and other places also. 
But if im friends think that the scope, of the Bill a- it stands today, 
includes thoi** states, which w r as not the, intention of the Select Committee, 
of course an easy amendment can be made in the shape* of an explanation 
added to clause 2, by which we can sn\ that for the purposes of this Bill, 
Aden will not be considered a^ part of India. Then no prosecution will be 
launched in respect- of defamation as far as those territories which arc 
bordering the small colon\ of Aden iu Arabia are concerned I would not 
like that, for this little thing this Bill should be re-circulated again for 
obtaining the kind of opinions* that have been read out by the Honourable 
gentleman. 1 do not think am* ease has been made out for re-circulation. 

Another point which has been touched hv my Honourable friend Sir 
Abdur Rahim is this, that the framers of the Indian Penal Code have 
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deliberately abstained from putting down this offence in the Indian Penal 
Code. I beg to differ from this, they did not deliberated abstain from 
putting this down. Political circumstances in 1861 were not the same as 
the political circumstances are today. India did not stand in the same 
need in 1861 as she stands today . . . 

An Honourable Member: Are we in a worse position? 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: The political circumstances have chang¬ 
ed. The Amir of Afghanistan was not then considered an independent 
ruler in those day*; but be - an independent ruler to-dns The portion of 
other contiguous states i a absolutely changed The circumstances are 
changing, and for this purpose, every day as the necessity arises, the law 
ha a to be changed. The law can never be the same, and it will have to 
be changed as the circumstances change, and we find today that certain 
conditions and certain statements appear in the Press, which make it 
obligatory that protection should be given to our neighbours ?<o that f he 
mlat-ons between India and those States may remain solid, and may not 
be jeopardised b\ the man who writes in the Press dimply for his own 
sake T think that the Bill should be considered now and there is no 
necessity l.ir ie-c rculat mu 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Twenty-Five Minutes to 
Three of the (Mock 


The Assembly iv-assciublrd after Lunch ji I’went \-Fi\ e Minutes to 
Three of the Clock, Mr President in the Chair. 


Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Sahib Bahadur (South Madras: Muhammadan)* 
Mr 1‘re- 1 lent, 1 Mipp'>rt tie aiiienMmmt m<»\ed by mv 'Honourable friend, 
Dr Ziauddm Ahmad So far as the legal aspect of the Bill is concerned, 
it has been full\ d« . 1 1 * w tli l>\ tile Honourable the Leader oi my Pm*t\ 
and al-o !•' m\ Honourable triend Mr Sitaramarapi As a l.mnau. I will 
try to conMiice the House of the nec» ssit\ of circulating tin’s Bill for 
eliciting public opinion The contention of the Government is that it 
lias been circulated, but circulation l>\ means of an extriiti\e order is 
no circulation at all according to our view It will be circulated to Local 
Governments, to High Courts and to Bar Associations, but there are 
so many important associat -on- him bv the public and the\ are of all- 
Tndia reputation and tli - Bill has not been circulated to them. So far 
as I know, Sir, the All-India Muslim League has not been consulted 
on this important question nor has the Muslim Conference been con¬ 
sulted The All-India Khilaf-it Committee, the .Tnrniatul-Uleimi-i-Hmd, 
Delhi. Jnmintul-TTlemu of Cawnpore. have been totally ignored, the 
'niunmn-i-IslMTn of T.ahore hn^ not been consulted; in fact not even 
a single public association has been consulted; nor have the Go\eminent 
consulted any Hindu, Sikh, Christian or Parsi Association on this important 
matter So, S : r, the Mover of this amendment was cautious enough 
in using the word “circulating" this Bill and not “re-circulating* 1 as 
has been put down h\ im Honourable friend, Mr Maswnod Ahmad. 
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We do not recognise this circulation by virtue of an executive order. 
The whip of our party, as lias been pointed out, is not in favour of 
Hint hind of circulation of a Bill oi this important character My friend 
Mr Yamin Klian, who is absent now, laid strong stress <>n the point 
that we did not signify our willingness to serve on the Sell et Commitbe 
when our names wen* proposed and in that connection lie went to 
the length of saying that tile leader of our party prevailed upon us Hot 
to serve on tin- Select Committee, which is n,»f at all ,, fact We have 
got our own independent Mew. we can ns t * our discretion as to on wlmt 
'ommittee- we Mi* »i!»« -ri\r and with o hat < on untie*’- w t -luuud not 
he associated. The House is fully alive to the fact that all members of 
our parly weir opposi d lo the \ er\ j)rmei})!e ft Pm Bill ,nw| I 'n h , l*'iv 
we were not willing to serve on the Select Commuter This point has 
hren made much ol l»\ m\ I lotimii ahlr Ira ud Mi ^ Hum Kl.u. who 

•.aid tli it m . i *» w i * h,.\» m it *m r v*“l on l i i Seh ct ( hhiiii Kr 

then* is n<> pist die.it ion to entieisr tin* < io\ emmriii now In his enthu¬ 
siasm to support tin-. I till In has l u 11,»»* *t I e\< e I lie i.pn -mi * ’ siiin 
Muslim Associ.it ions who ban* sent a cop\ ol {la llrsohiiion passed hv 
them to tlu Muslim Memheis bore 'Phi Hons * 1 max h* aw n. ol ’lie 

fact and pat t icularl \ my liiend the Foi* ejn S*ci.-i ( u\ tiiu Shi-e- .1- 
whole have r.u-ed a Inn .ind e? \ ig.ensi ; In- lidl l. , icl»io,» wlreh 

happens t<> he thru centre held limiiv a inciting an<| tliev li.ix, passed 
liesoltil ions eopii s ot which t * < \«• hern l**rwar<hrj |<> (1. < unci. md 

also to thr Press Such being the ase U is «jmtf inc ^ ii\ ‘.hit this 

Bill should In circulated for t In itini’ piihlu opinn.n W i«l.i»* 1 » th« 
Bill as ,i whole Sir their iv Some tTlolw Ml- 11 11 pi iss.i <i 1 u, ill* lumds 
o| some u| m\ "*»u Mu-hm fr **nds tli.u t| lK m, -uo w ■lloei Muslims 
and Muslims .dour and s f > som, uon-Musmiis uia\ l,« < p 1 1 wmsek o*. aloof 
from ties ( \ h //.m -uimMi \h tnbrr ‘Win sa\s .. ' ) J I now thin 

are son a* M< mb* u whu Mink Lkf Ihu 

Mr. S C. Mifcra:V- then* .m som. Munli. e who think l-k*• that 
1 know 

Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: Ihu- m Hfe ain.l.le 
friend to -.import mm Bit* tin qin -tion is tin- Su Th* lih. vt . n} lln- 

Press has ahead\ been curtail* d. and this Bill 's sunk cabml md in 

curtail Us lilnrtv t«* the highest possible d* go t Thin n n*. "fiisi ni 
justification iri sm ing Dial nou'inim nl \* dl u'nd ihcnisih* <>1 reasonable 
opportune n*s and that thev will not sanction pr< .seen' ■ ,n un • nraiitedh 
md imre.i-onablv What max sr« n» n*: son ibb* n, i||> • 1 . a < nmciil max 

be quite unreasonable to 11s After all. we know Se h**" ilio (invernnr 
General in Council nets in matters Ml e this I do not im ,m am disrespect 
to the Members of the T\\tciif.\e Council th C.minor General m 
Council hnxr to reh on the opinion of the "Foreign Sccretarv on one 
solitary individual, so fnr as matters like these .a*** concerned The 
Governor General in Conned don’t generallx ••«' “\n" to what In* says 

So Sir. then* is great danger in undertaking legislation of this character 
So far as m\ oonstituenex is concerned T '■•insulted numv gentlemen 
of eminence in mv province md tliev arc aH against this Tf tiiv friend 
Mr Yamin and Members o* bis wax of thinking arc of opinion that 
the modifications that have been made now have to n great extent met 
the objections of the comrnunitv, then tlic\ are entirely mistaken T would 
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therefore st rough urge Ihat this Mill should bo simulated for eliciting 
public opinion in its true sense, which is ver) vur\ important in matters 
of tins hind. 

As foi tin J)eput\ Reader of the Nationalist Marty, 1 ain glad that 
).c liiiNf \<*ui only in his persoii.il opinion I was atraid that lie would 
<*v"it go id the rMcni of committing bi^, own parlx against this motion, 
hui he has not done so He has found it impossible tor Jinn to agree 
with m\ lloiiouiahh friend and Header Sir Abdur Rahim in one important 
fuel Sn Abdur Rahim lias pioved to t)i(* liiit that h\ legislation of this 
kind <• new oileiici w ill Ik* cieated which will not he til hi i in the interests 
>j tiie (lo\ crniijeiif i. t i lit guxerned Sir. I liold. ili.it all Indian com¬ 
munities will hi affected h\ legislation of tills natim So. 1 hope that 
my Honourable Iriend Mr Ranga I\cr who. thougli a Northern Indian 
now is a Madr.tssj (.tp llnnmunbh Mr min i “R that a fault 0 *) 

No. Sa <)n t h«* »it hei hand. 1 feel proud <»t linn 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer: I mu unwilling to interrupt my Honourable 
1 1 '"‘id. I i u 1 what 1 stat'd war. ibis I \\a-s s.iymg that m\ Rait\ had 

1< It it as an opt mi question \nd there ale Meinbei* in my i‘arl\ who 

in both for and .gainst As foi the meiits of tin question that is a 
itiL’ii is>.iie 1 did not go into jt. 

Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: So. 1 express m\ |oy over 
that expression tli.it without committing bis paitx ni lax our (4 or against 
tie motion, lit' g»\" his person.d \ iew and 1 now ret pic*, t him to change 
li " | m 1 s< »| i{i! x lew aUn heeausi il ha*- turn ]>lo\"d b\ so t minellt a 
•: '\'t. iIm Rr.idci .! oin l*art\ that Puliation <>t ibis kind ^ quite 
un» ,.Ih d f<»t nid uniiret sv, ,i \ e*qn nallx »*■ it dealt** ,i new offence which 
mit t<> prove detrimental not onl\ to the interests of the Cio\ eminent 
i)ilt also to those ot all othei (■iiiiiiiniiiitrs alike 

Mr. N. N. Anklesaria: The IRu nil able tt)i Mu\tl o} t‘ .lliendliunt 
h..iii'jlit I'orw u<| a siiinlai motion x 1 hen t lit Mill w.i^ before tb. House 

in 1 hi iavt .Sind , Session and tli« uioineK winch la mgid in support 

ot ! hit motion wer* «s fhms\ and :k tint» nahl a** lln-e which he has 
ui’ia d lo-da\ 

Sir the law ot L\ngl.md punishes detaniatnry si atcnients against 
It*ieigiiei’s out*»id« the dominions ( ,i 1 he Kmil i.nb when ^iieh det.iniaior\ 
stat«a 11 e m ts endanger or tend to end.mger peaceful relations between the 
< io\ "iiiineiit <'! His AkajestN and the ten njii eminlix concerned That is 
what- s called the law of seditious libel ai Kntdand and the two essential 
mgiedieiits ul tliat offenct ar t that the M dement imiM be defamatory 
and that the defainatorx statement should tend to bring about mP’riendly 
ulalious As the Mill which w.k brought forw.ud at 11 list Simla Session 
stood if lacked the ingredient of the statement being defamatory . and 
m> far* as 1 could understand, the principal desire of tin* eminent speakers 
who spoke on the other side was that the law sought to he propounded 
m the Mill should be made conformable to the English law 1>\ idding 
that ingredient of defamatory statement in the law As it is in accordance 
w ith the wishes of the Opposition that the Select Committee has added 
that ingredient and has niade the law conformable to the English law. 
one would have thought that the Opposition would have agreed to pass 
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[Mr. N. N. Anklesaria.] 

the Bill as recommended by the Select Committee. But as some of my 
HonourabJe friends on the other side said the other day, the business 
of the Opposition is to oppose, and they have been following that maxim 
to-day. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Not. to oppose everything. 

Mr. N. N. Anklesaria: The Honourable the* Mover of the amendment in 
support of his mot'on for re-circulation relied on the arguments advanced 
by the Honourable the Leader of the Independent Party at Simla. The 
main ground which Sir Abdur Bahim urged at Simla was that the English 
law, as found in Stephen’s Digest, provided for fair criticism and the 
Bill as then brought forward did not make am such provision Whatever 
justification there might have been for the complaint ms regards the Bill 
brought forward m the last Simla Session, that complaint has absolutely 
no justification as regards tin* Bill which is he I ore the House to-day 
The law* of defamation having been embodied in the present. 1M1. all the 
ten exceptions mentioned in section 190 are open to an accused person 
(An Honourable Member “How?”) \n Honourable Member asks how. 
Section 199 does provide, he will admit, ten exceptions to the defini tion 
of the offence of defamation as defined there and clause g of the Bill, 
by embodying the law of defamation m the present Bill, also embodies 
all those ten exceptions, and in order to show how far they guard the 
rights and privileges of newspaper writers and other writers l propose to 
read a paragraph or two from Ibitanlal on (''rimes At page 118. r > the 
book says * * 


“Even writei lias a right to comment on tlm-o :u*tv of public men whuh <*oucein 
him np a subject of the realm, if he does not mate hi.s loiiuncrifai v a < loalc for 
malice* and «laridei A vuiter m n publu paper h.i*> the same right as any oth»*t 
person, and n is his pimlege. if indeed il is not his dutv, comment on the 

acts of public men which conccni no! himself orlv hut wlmli omeun the public and 
the discussion ot which for the public good And whole a person niahos tie 
public conduct of a public man the subject of comment and it is for the public* good, 
I.e is not liable to an action if the comments are made hnne-tlv and In* nonest'v 
believe*, the facts to he as he states them, and there is uo wilful mt- 1 ep' < *eut.it ion < f 
fact or any mis'-t.itement which he must have known to he a misst.it ement it he li.*d 
exercised ordinary care.” 

Then again: 

**A newspaper h.i a public duty to ventilate abuses and if an official tails m his 
duty, u newspape*. is absolutely within it*, rights in publishing f.wts deiogatorv fn 
such official and making fair comment on them, but it must get hold of prowihlo 
facts The editor, however, should be most, watchful not to publish defamatory 
attacks upon individuals unless he first lake., reasonable pains to ascertain that theio 
are strong and cogent- grounds for believing the information which is sent co him 
to be true- -that proof is readily available and that in the particular circumstances bis 
duty to the public requires him to make the facts known.” 

Sir, similar comments are found on the other exceptions in the Penal Code. 
Then it was urged by the Honourable the Mover that the Bill was not 
circulated among the people most concerned. I quite agree that the Bill 
was not sent round to the 350 millions of the population of India, but it 
was sent- to people most competent to give their opinions on it and the 
verv fact* that my Honourable friend the Mover has cited before the House 
protests from several associations shows that there is absolutely no justifi¬ 
cation for his complaints on this score 
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Then my Honourable friend said that the Bill is likely to affect the 
religious susceptibilities of the Mussulman section of the Indian population. 
This was the very ground which was urged in Simla and the Select Com¬ 
mittee has taken care to see that no such ground exists in the present 
Bill by eliminating all countries from the purview of this Bill in which 
Mussulman shrines are Minuted and comments as regards which country 
may affect the religious susceptibilities of Muhammadans. 

Sir, inv Honourable friend on the other side said that the Bill b so 
mtv much altered that it should he re*circulated. As the Honourable 
tie* Leader of the Nationalist Irt\ pointed out, wlmt reason can there be 
for circulation of a measure which has been altered in the sense of 
improvement in the direction of popular wishes. Sir, so far as I am 
concerned, 1 sec no sense absolutely in such a demand. I can quite 
understand it if the Bill had hc*-n nruu more reactionary and oppressive 
hid In iKjiilt at tlw Bill as ii ha- emerged from the Select Committee, T 
s-*e no ground for complaint on tins particular head also more especially 
re the Select ( ’ommitte*- themsehrs sue in their "report that the Bill has 
not been altered as to require I'o-pubhcation and that the Bill be passed 
.e- now .mu*ii(h d On that S* 1* ct Committee was the Leader of the 
Nation.dist I\irt\. who spoke at very great length against the Bill in this 

3 IL»»i-.• «i the Sunli Sessir.n My Honourable friend Dr. 

Ziaiiddm relied on arguments of Ins learned leader, Sir Abdur 
B ihim, hi siippor* if his proposition that the Bill should la* circulated. 

T haw read tin* arguments put torward h\ Sir Abdur Rahim at the Simla 
Session, .uid I find that a^ regards the mo^t important argument advanced 
h\ him n.miclv the argument based on the English law. Sir Abdur 
RmImm’s remarks an* a tissue of unmitigated inaccuracy Those remarks 
av«* found on page *ir»0 i>« the debates 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (Sind Non-Muhammadan Rural) He is not 
in his seat to ar^we* you 

Mr. N. N. Anklesaria: I am sorrv ho is not lien He ought to he here. 
Tin lieutenants *n- h«*te Ih* ? i\s 

* Will a y Iloiuiiir.il'h* b lend the Law Menihrr point out any Kngu h law w‘’«»i 

has a pioMsion in that elitM What is this Kngh-.li 1 iw It i.s an olo .ih-oleto 

thing The Iasi j niMTiition w.i- m 1803 ami to far as l can find, them havr hnon erlv 
four e.isrs, <uu* m 1764 on»* lit 1773 of anothoi l foigot thi* o.vu’t date and tho 
last <.no was m 1803 '’ 

As I said, this statement is a tissue of unmitigated inaccuracy. The law 

is no 4 obsolete m England 'The last prosecution as shown by Antonelle's 

ease was as recently as BH»5 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju : Tlie Honourable gentleman has not told us what 
is the English law ? 

Mr. N. N. Anklesaria: 1 have already stated what the law of England 
is The English law is that a defamatory statement about a person out¬ 
side the* King’s dominions L not punishable by the law' of England unless 
and until that defamatory statement also tends to prejudice peaceful 
relations ot His Majesty’s (lovernment with the foreign country concerned. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju : What is the inaccuracy you are talking about V 
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Mr. N. N. Anklesaria: The innecurnev is that the law is obsolete and 
the last prosecution was not in 1803 but. in 1905. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad.* (live some details. 

Mr S. 0. Mifcra: The examples quoted are a quarter of a century old 
at least. 

Mr. N. N. Anklesaria* Then. Sir the Honourable the Leader of the 
Independent !\irt\ when sp.-nkim; about tlu- statement of law made on 
the floor of this TTouse b\ the Honourable the then Law Member Sir 
C P liam.isw aim A\\ar. said th.it tilt 1 law • >1 seditions lihel was not a- 
propounded h\ the Honourable the Law Member even tln»ii«di 11 1 « ITonoiir- 
ahle the Law Member had .uinallv . ited tin* \er\ word- ot Pushup’s 
“Criminal Law ” and said that the \mencan law was e\aetl\ siniilar to 
the Knsjlish law. and it ma\ 1-c noted the present legislation seeks. a- 
explained m the Statement of Objects md lim-niis and the Peport ol the 
S( h‘cf Committee to emhod\ tie principles ef the Kindi-h law 1 submit, 
therefore Sir that in citing the authorilx of the Leader of the Independ¬ 
ent Parf\ in\ Honourable friend TV Ztauddin \huiad ha- not much 

advanced his case fop cireiilatinii With tin s» word- 1 submit that this 
motion should he rejected 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh (Mu/aftaipm rum i hampaian \nn-M liiiam- 
madam Sir a- a member «»J tlu St lect ( • •luiuittee I -hould like t*» sax 
just a lew words on this motion I am in t t" conic-- that w In n the Hill 
was tirst intmdiieed me* this House it had mans ol.jet tioiiable hatuivs; 
and th(»s C 1 lotiourahli \Jeinbci- who thought it fit to oppose the Bill .it 
that stage wen* m m\ opinion |>iih(tl\ pMifiid in «l«>iim so Hut tlit' 
House b\ a Hi.»|ori1\ at* pit d the | >t Itli •} ■!< oi flu Hill uni u hind it to 
a Select l 'ommit 1 1 e Tlu St It t i <’em m it 1 1 i as will lit -i • n has impro\ed 
till' Hill lo ,i \er\ iJfat »\t»nt, and 1 loie tli.it m\ 1 loiioiir.ihli trend 

l)r Ziauddin Alim.id aLo has .nlmit1*i| m tlu m.iiim . >t Iik ^pi » ch that 

the most objectionable features nl tlu* lldl haw been reino\»d l>\ the 

S‘dwt Committee, or at least vcvx great1\ modified Sir. tin Hill when 
it was nngmallx introduced was ver\ wide and eoinpn heii-iNe It t mbr.ic- 
ed within .t- scope all loi-fiim countin'- hut tin St h ct i'<*mmiitc* ha- 
restricted .1 to onl\ those connlrics wlm )i we»e niit-ah India hut adjoin¬ 
ing India (Mi !) Sthnamuin in “A*»u tall that an unpi o\enuait ,J h 
It wa- doin* on the ’/round th.it -tateim nt- wliuh mix la- published m 
this ••onntrx would not he hkelx to ha\e air -crams elteet on those 
eountri(*s which are v« i x tar from India Pnr m-t .nee a statement which 
Tin**ht apjiear m tin- Indian Priss atta. king the He.nl of the Brazilian 
(lo\eminent oi am other (h*\emuient \u’\ f.a from Indii. is not like.lv 
*, lead t o ..n\ -.mu- coinplu A ion- or to end.nun i oi pivpuliei.i 1 1 \ affect 
Hie n Iations h.*tween India .md that far off I»»r** 11/11 femtorv 

An Honourable Member: What about tin- State of Arabia 0 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: It was m that \n\v ol the matter that this 
Bib was restricted in its scope Xow if this modification, which was made, 
b' the Select Committee, is open to an\ objection, it is quite up to 
Honourable Members to discuss it on the floor of this House: and if a. 
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suitable amendment is tabled on that particular point, Honourable Mem¬ 
bers nui\ either accept or reject that iiineiidineut on the merits as they 
like 'Plus in itself is nut a "round lor re-circulating tin* Hill 

f riien another iinprovcinciit effected b\ the Select Committee is that the 
rcspruisihdit v ol adjudicating whether a writing is ol siieli a nature as to 
piv|udiee the tricndJv relation- hetween this Government and tin foreign. 
State me erned is cast l»v the JvT rt < onmiittee on the tourt The pro¬ 
vision ol the Hill .is ongiiiallv intiodtieul w as that the (ion ninr General 
or the (lo\ eminent was the soli pidgi m deeding whether ,i particular 
writing was likclv *n he prejudicial tr» till maintenance ol tncndlv relations, 
hut the Select Committee h.is made an improvement and thrown the 
rjspoiisihditv ot deciding that particular question upon the court eoti- 

i Ci tied. 1 find, Su. m lu.s minute uj dissent m\ Honourable friend Sir 
fv"l\n Howell uid in \ Honourable tneiid Sir Lancelot Gr ih.tm have 
p aired out this difference and disagreed with the impro\ement Witli re¬ 
gard to the motion ior re-i m illation. 1 lia\e to point out that the Members 
ol tin* Select Committee nn.iminouMv held that the Hill had not been SO 
Altered a**- t»» require re-puhlii ation. not to -p'*ak of rc-eircidation There 
Win* b<»th Hindu and Muhammadan Members on the Select Committee, 
but not a single member h.-e recommended n-circulation With regard 
1 n the provision- of tin Hill I mav -tnte that there is a distinct improve¬ 
ment with ivganl to i lausi *J which d’ter all i- tin main and operative 
poitioii *>! the Hill 'The Hill a- «it i- iu.dK mtiodund emhr wed witlun its 

ef pe .ill writings which wi re bkrlv to pr«»moti unlrundlv ri letions hctvv eon 
Hl- M.i|c-t\ - Government and the Governin'nt ot anv foreign State 
Hut the Hill as it lias cmergi d out ot the S»*K*i t Coimmttei i- restru*ted 

ii it- setipi and >- Imnted onlv to offence- of di tarnation with intent 
t- |»re|iidiee tlie liiamicn inn of Iriendlv Vi latioiu between His Maje-t v \s 
<V»\ernment and tin (iovernment «»t Mich State, or whriehv the mam* 
t * * 1 1 a 11 • ol -Hell M 1 it I* *11- I- bl\iT to Or pi • gild lei <| ' I am n.it speaklllg 
admit tie merits <»t the Hbl It the Si U- t Committee have made mi — 
t i!m - let u- all di-eu— the Hill on tin Himr i»t the Hou-i . and it I have 
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Sibil ( '<>i111111 11 « < ..mi I ibnd r‘e> u, *i\ i*J i»*|, r«» all Meraher- of 

tb- lloii-i Tb niotmn mi >t -< w. ul *t ‘on e • dikitoiv motion I alii 
,.«'i giving *t tfi- -tag. ue 'ipn"»i« on pro\ i-i.*n- o: the Hill 1 shall 

l e tr«i to expo-- 111 \ opinion e ip ee— . .\u wav or the ottu r on the 

met i- • a t he imiitdiiie'.t fi»a*. m.^ * i rue'll'. Hut -o tar as the quos- 
! »» n ol i hi ir t .n ii 1 itinii n‘ thi H*H ^»r.»« i i i »* I 1 un unwdlmg to agree 

to ,t 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan C-imiiitel \ou-Oftieiah Su- the 
Hill is a ' er\ n-ef u| one, and 1 flunk f h.r m w»me quarter- its real object 
ha- noi I ecu properh understood It i- based on a verv common sense 
and dailv -life practice. a- e\e»\ orn of ns wipin'- to he \i‘rv friendh with 
hi- neighbours So, d is the dutv of th»- Government of Tndia to be verv 
b-.endlv with their neighbours Tu-t -is it is the boimden duty of thi 
Government i»> mauifam p» ice. law uid order within Tndia. so if is the 
honnden -lul\ of the Government of Tndia to have verv friendly relation! 
with the adjoining Hitlers who are also verv friendly with us The objoe 
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[•Majoi Nuwith Alimad Nawaz Bbun.J 
oi the Bill is not to inter!ere with the religion oi auy community because 
the policy ol non-interference in religious matters by the British Govern¬ 
ment is too well known, nor it is the object oi the Bill to deprive the 
Bress oi its liberty because il the Tress is abusing its liberty, we have tor 
that purpose other laws and other regulations. 1 myself complained about 
some oi the articles published in the newspapers in Northern India last 
year wtien 1 was in London. At that time we were surprised that the 
Government were not taking proper action against those articles which 
were malicious and were written simply as propaganda work by one party 
living in a foreign but adjoining State, and bribing the newspapers in 
British India and using those articles as party politics against our very 
friendlv Kuleis. We were teehng that it was tin duty ol the Government 
that when the other Bulers were so friendly with us, we ought to have 
regard ior their respect, especially when we knew very well that those 
articles and accusations were not in the interests oi aii\ religion either in 
the other countries or m India. That propaganda was going on simply by 
the force ol money. Is il not tlu duty *>1 llit Legislature and of the 
Government to keep very lriendly relations with our neighboin mg States? 
11 it is our bouuden duly to keep peace and m have every legard ior 
various comm uni lies and tor the lreodoin and liberty oi individuals m 
India, is it nut also our duty to pay our lull attention to the Jrandly rela¬ 
tions with tile neighbouring btate» who -ire very linially with u. 5 and 
who give us all possible help and in whose countries tin re is no piopaguudu 
against as? The object )t the Bill is only tins, s»» Jar as 1 can understand 
it.. It the Bill had been properly imdeic-toud, I do not think there would 
have been the least objection m any cjmuter «»i tile House (*\//. .S. C. MUra: 
“And yet there is objection to it lrc m eveiy quarlei oi the House" ) The 
Muslim institutions or Anjunnms winch have objected to the Bill have 
misimdeistood the aim and object oi it They thought, aceoiding to their 
different religious opinions, that perhaps m son a Jar oil pki«-«-s, beyond 
Aden and otiier places, the Bill was going to be atieefed and would have 
some niteriereiiee with liieir religion. But the Jloiiourabie Sir Lvelyn 
Howell has explained the Bill so cloudy that thoie is no scop** ior the 
interference with dilterent leligious ideas oi the Slims and the, Sunnis or 
oi any other religion, it is purely for the put pose of keeping under our 
thumbs that malicious propaganda winch is sometimes stalled by those 
parties who wish to create sunn* trouble in llu* neighbouring Stales and 
who arc sheltered and harboured here with the aid of money Articles arc 
written simply to cieato ill feelings between the two neitrhbuiiring countries. 
Sir, the misefneJ'-makeis in India arc trying their ia*M to bribe tiic verna¬ 
cular Press mostly to create sucli troubles (Mr It. Dax "Wlmt are Ihow; 
newspapers? Will you kindly mention their naims’q Some p< oplo who 
are living in the North-West Frontier Province would very much like to 
e'eale trouble there If once trouble is created there, those who live in 
the Frontier can understand vvliat calamities and troubles they will lend 
to if there are no friendly relations with the neighbouring State. I must 
take this opportunity. Sir, of thanking the other side of the Frontier for 
their very just, neutral and friendly attitude; otherwise even if they had 
the slightest idea of creating the slightest, trouble, it would have* cost us, 
as T said the other day in my speech in this House, thousands and thous¬ 
ands of lives and millions and millions of pounds. It is most important 
on th.i part of the Government of India to keep very friendly relations with 
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the neighbouring Stni.es for the good of India itself and also for the good of 
her people. Man\ of us do not realise the situation and the position in 
which the Government of India are placed. If ior a moment we place our¬ 
selves in the position of the Foreign Oifiee and of the Government of India, 
we will soon realise ihat our first duty is to have a full regard for the 
safety of India by maintaining the friendly relations with the neighbouring 
States. 

The second duty would be to have a full regard for the internal safety 
and lor the internal management ot the country. Sir, it is vei\ easy for 
a man to manage his lions* according t > his position or power, but it is 
not so very easy lor him t<> manage the affaiis with his neighbours People, 
as a rule, have more regard tor tliur neighbour* than for those w'ho live 
actually with them Tin* aim and object ot the 13ill is only this and nothing 
else Ik aim is not to interfere with the religion of any community or 
with the hicd'riu and liberie ot the Pres*, nr to stop and muzzle those 
people who are very fond o! writing articles and discussing foreign and 
jxilitieal affairs. 1 think that if we .dl look into the real aim and object 
of the Bill. there will ho no objection tr it in its original form as it was 
mo\ed bv the Honourable Sir Rvelvn How* 11 

tor the ♦echmeaf side of the question whether it should be according 
to the F.nghsh common law or whether that law is obsolete or dead, all 
tlie^r thing.. are irrelevant in m\ opinion t-o the aim and object of the 
Hill T will leave it to the Honourable lawyers to struggle and fight and 
show their ability on those point*. So fir ns the real object of the Bill is 
concerned I as one coming f rom the N W. "F P should like to have 
a plain talk and go straight to the point. Sir. the Bill very us. fill and 
necessary and all fhosr Honourable Members who generally wish that th n 
ielation* of the Government of India should he friendly with their neigh¬ 
bour* both in and out of India *hould give their support to the B:h 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: I ieel mrumate that i have to >peak on this 
nil! at ties early stage 1 was one of the Member* of the Select Committee 
and thereion* tie re i* a justification lor me to place the tacts and the 
law before this House in order that they may come to a fair judgment on 
the Bill as well as on this dilatory proposition To begin with T may say 
n one word that thi* Bill aims at pmtertirr to the toreign rulers and 
Hie scop*- of *u»*h ruler* ha** now boon ie*tncted to winch 1 will refer 
shortly The Bill give*; protection to foreign rulers against any scurrilous 
statements that are made against them in India Such statements will 
he .an offence under this Bill if the inteniion is to create unfriendly relations 
between the British Govnr.ncut and tie* rah i i*f the foreign State That 
being the object. I submit when this question «ante before the Select Com¬ 
mittee. several objections were raised and some of those objections were 
nctuallv such that the Select Committee accepted them. But still there 
are some other objections which the House has yet to decide upon. I 
mav snv at this stage that I am one of the dissenting Members of the 
Select Committee so far as certain ohjeetions are concerned. 

Now’ it will bo clear to the House that the original Bill which was pre¬ 
sented to the House and which wont to the Select Committee provided in 
clause 2 that if anv one ,4 makes, publishes or circulates any statement, 
rumour or report with intent to promote, etc. ”, then it would he an offence. 
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This was a very wide scope and it was considered by the Members of the 
Select Committee that it should be curtailed, as otherwise it was too wide 
to include any sort of flimsy statement or report or even unfounded 
rumour for winch a man could be put to trouble Therefore this was 
conceded by the Select Committee, especially in virtue ot certain remarks 
that wore expressed by the (iu\eminent of the United l*ro\ inces at page 
20 of tlie report of opinions which say ■ 

“Tlieje i< a f>i'i )e , *«il tooling among 1V1 u.s] im.s that the definifion ot the oftema \ t 
in clause 2 of ihe 1>ill is ton wide m Jls '.rope Fcwr.s h«i\e hcen c\picked . b,il a* 
this clause stands at piosenl it nughl l»c held to l>e an nfletne under this Hi” !■■ 
cntici.se matters affecting Islam such as the administration of the place* in the Hepi/ 
m whe'li Indian .Muslims ha\e a vital inteiest. The Local (Government consider*, tli.it 
it is impolitic to cau*>e genuine appielietisiou to any large section m India h\ passing 
a moiisuie intended to a\oid the susceptdulitic* ot iieiuhlioin * who . 1 * .i iiih m* 
\ery far from hecg ecjualh '■crapulous in legarcl lo attad s on the Hutch (i »\enunen* 

Sir, in \ iew of tltis opinion and several other opinions whieh were eon 
sidered by the Select (’oinmittoe, it was decided that so far as the first 
portion of clause 2 was concerned, it should he changed Then it wis 
changed in this manner The Hill which has issued out of the SaUci 
Committee read" thus 

“Whoevei comimt>s an\ oftence punishable undei ( , li.ipl« , i \M ot ilu Icdi.n IN m ! 
Code against a Itulei ot a State outside lull adjoining India 

Now, there were two objections, one was such as l just lead out to t\u 
House Ulu otbei Was that tins Hill would apply lo au\ foreign State 
and it was not advisable that it should bt passed in a way which woiial 
affect Indians’ espivsMiig ihui opinion with regard to eyeiy loingn State 
riiereiolc tin l»ill W.l" (lll't.tiled and file Words now tlsr I ,il*c ,i Lull I 

of a State outride but adjoining India”. Now this liill would ecu.only 

apply a 1 11 . 1 11 \ i< tin )"t * Stall**, which are \«i\ adjoining not such , ,j in. 
State" as are far away. Therefore. I do not flunk there is aii\ a*..! on 
that score, especially i" the Honourable the Foreign Secretary has also 
said that the hilenlion i." no other I do not tlmiK there is ;ni\ otlar y e 
of the Treason Benches on this point With regard to Hies,- ton aid- 

words fli" Select (’onmntlec searched lot some j»r«•< <.dent and totind out 

words w Inch were already n«-ed in a Statute* under wlueh people ai< I <-:ng 
piunshc d Therefor* instead of these wade* evpressions they change l lln*"* 
word" into such statements as conn under the definition <>t dclMnntioii ,< 
proyid'-d -n tin Indian Penal Code. Tins Chapter X\l us< d in elanse 2 

iclates to defamation The House knows what defamation U hut in ovili i 
to remove certain impressions of the House that the objections raised ha'* 
not been met b\ the Select Committee it becomes necessary For tie to -ay 
something y\ith regard to fins offence and the definition of defamation 
together with the safeguatds under it Section 100 oj the Twliaii Pen.*d 
Unde defines defamation as under: 

‘ Whoiwer 1*v void" ml her spoken «u intruded u. he read i,i l, N -igns a. h\ 
representations. mrkes m publishes anv imputation loraermug an\ pci'ou mi,•ndn •* 
to harm. nr knowing <»i having reason to Pelieve th.it *iii|i imputation will haoi* ih. 
reputation of snrh pewn, is said. e\rept in tin* cases Iicicm.iflci eycepird, fo t di-f,m*» 
f h e <•> 

Now’, Sir, tliis in a definition yvhioh is applied hero in Tndi.« Anv man who 
makes an imputation of this charnel or will come under section 490 T P C. 
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and be punished. There may be a certain fear in the minds of the Honour¬ 
able Members that any fair criticism or fair comment which is made in 
good faith will also be covered by this and a man will be punished for it 
as well, but 1 want to remove that misunderstanding because section 409 
I. P. C. is subject to certain exceptions. 

XV. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Kahiintoola): I hope the 
Honourable Member is not going to repeat what Mr. Anklesaria has already 
stated to the House. The exceptions to section 499 were read out. and 
commented upon bv Mr Anklesaria. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: I am not going to repeat them. I am only 
referring to them to remind the House that there are safeguards provided. 
What T particularly want to draw attention to, without reading these ex¬ 
ceptions, is to refer to three exceptions only showing that these three are 
pertinent to tins question They are exceptions Nos. 1 , 8 and 9. So my 
humble submission is that there are safeguards which have been provided 
and therefore there is no fear that any fair comment or am comment which 
is harmless will make ambodv punishable. 

Then. Sir. proceeding further I find that there are certain objections 
which from my point, of \iew ha\e not. boon accepted bv the Select Com¬ 
mittee With regard to those T submit that the first comes under this 
clause 2. and it say^ that an imputation against the Ruler of a State or 
against a member of Ins family oi against n Minister of such "Ruler shall 
he punishable F object to tins on the ground that ‘family’ and ‘minister* 
ur'< Mol ineludi d iii the original Hill The origin d "Bill refeired only to 
the Ruler, and we do not find that there any precedent even in the 
Knglish law and Knghrii countries who?, am other person but the "Ruler 
of a St in* k v i piotreti -1 On tin- jMimt m\ \ie\\ .s rhaf it not necessary 

or piopei t<> i Mend am pi*iaeriion with roc ml in :m\ libel respecting any 

memln r the family of the foreign Tinier 7*’ the intention is to bring the 

Indian law on i ks mi!u, mt mnf»rmil\ with 1 la Krglkh law. there is 

no such provision in tin- Tnglkh law making libel on the membt rs of 
tlie faintly of foreign So\ereign- amenable under such special laws The 
expression ''member of hk famiU ” is ver\ wide and (Mastic, and may in- 
elude even ,i remote kinsman of the Ruler The dictionary meaning of the 
word “family *' is a body of servants or survifors of a house or the retinue 
or following of a person of estate or authority. Rven the narrower mean¬ 
ing includes those descended really and putatively from a common pro* 
genitor The modern meaning too would include a group comprising im¬ 
mediate kindred These are my submissions with regard to this point. 
The word “family” is vor\ wide, and that is one of the objections wdiich 
this House has to consider 

Then. Sir. further on we find that the words are “with intent to pre¬ 
judice the niaintcnnnci of friendly relations between His Majesty's Gov¬ 
ernment and the Government of such State”. I take objection to the 
words “friendly relations’* My humble submission is that the object of 
the Bill s not that there should he protection against, unfriendly relations, 
hut that there should ho protection against the creation of enmity and 
hostility between two Rulers. Therefore so far as these words are con¬ 
cerned, namely, to create unfriendly' relations, they will he distorted and 
misinterpreted. On this point my view is that from the political point 
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of view, Ok idea underlying the Bill m to prevent the dissemination of 
defamatory statements against foreign Rulers, made with intent to create 
enmity or hostility between the two Governments, and not only with an 
intent U cause unkind or unfavourable relations between them, or such 
as max merely tend to displease the Ruler. The word “friendly” means 
kind or favourable. The use of such an expression will go a great way to 
put too much restraint on the freedom of speceli and the privilege of the 
Press 1 submit, therefore, that the words “with intent to create enmity” 
may be men* appropriate and this is what T am asking the House to con¬ 
sider. 

Then, Sii, so far as the other portions of the Hill are concerned, they 
will i.lso be considered at the time when amendments are moved, but I will 
make one remark so far as the courts are concerned. There was a difference 
of opinion in the Select Committee ns to which courts should tr\ these; 
coses. Some of the Members were of the view' that it mu<*t lie the Session* 
Court to fry such an offender and that also should Ik considered b\ the 
House l*oi this is a graver defamation than defamation against a particular 
man who can he tried in India bv a Find Class Magistrate <>r a Presidency 
Magistrate. Bui in these cases when there will be mam legal points to 
decide, T submit that the trial must' be in a Sessions Court 

Now, Sn with legard to tins amendment for re-circulation ot the Bill, 

I submit that it is true that the opinions that wore promised In the Gov¬ 
ernment bnvt been obtained. Government made onl^ a promise that the 
opinions would be sought through Government agonex and opinions have 
been got ! V»m their ofiieeis But to be fair to the other side also. 1 would 
say that I have got thos'* opinions in m\ hand and I find fti.tt excepting 
one or two opinions of the Bar Associations tin* opinions are of Gove rnment 
officials I submit it will not he coireet to sn\ that many Bar Associations 
have* given their opinion On *he contran I find that at pngt 4 there 
is an - u nuon sent In the Chief Commissioner of Ajmer-Merwara of a 
Government pleader and not of the Bar Association T also find elsewhere 
an opin’op of another Government pleader—Malik Khuda Buk.-h Public 
Prosecutor in IVrajal At the end T find on page 2f> a letter from the 
Seeretarx Bar Awieiatiori. Madras, and there iKn aiiotln » run d bs 
the High Court from a Government advocitv So far as thi*. quodion is 

concerned. m\ view is this: it is true that opinions haxo been sought, hut 
the opinions have not been sonchf from the public Th« Govermne.nf 
opinions are there and the opinioris of certain bar associations are also 
there: that is all Therefore if ts for the House, after 7 have placed nil 
these Cows before if to decide whether it is necessary that this Bdl should 
be re-circulafed 

Mr. K. P. Thampan (West Coast and Nfilciris Von-Muhammadan 
Rural)* T move that the question be now put 

Shaikh Sadiq Hasan (East Central Puniab Muhammadan) Sir. T feel 
it my dutv to sav a few w'ords about this Bill Hnfortunntelv the British 
Government are becoming more irresponsible every dav: and we find that 
their onlv aim and object is to make such Inws and Ordinances as are 
distasteful to the people. As a matter of fact they are getting very desirous 
of curtailing the liberties of the people, and for this reason they always 
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want to put forward such Bills as are absurd and very harmful to the 
oountry. The Bill which we have got before us doe* not protect the 
potentates only; it triew to protect their families as well . . 

Mr. S. 0. Mltra: F timily does not include w ives according to Mr. Lai 
Chand’s interpretation. l)o you include wives? 

Shaikh Sadiq Hasan: M\ fr.end Mr. Mitra asks, do I include their 
wives? Tt. is n'»t only a question of tlie r wves, if they happen to he Hindus 
who believe in a joint fatoiK system, it mav protect their collaterals to the 
tenth degree; and in the case of Muhammadans, if they have got more 
than one wife, it protects their brothers-in-law and perhaps the sons and 
daughters of those, brothers-in-law jc- well Tt is only possible to bring 
Much an absurd Bill before the House because the best elements of the 
eountrv are non-co-operating with the Government and the\ have not come 
into the Assembly 

An Honourable Member: Are we not b n in a representative capacity? 

Shaikh Sadiq Hasan: Yes. the gentlemen who have signed the report 
on this Bill no doubt have come in their representative capacity; but if 
thov h:u1 been 'ightmg against- tho-e radicals*, T am very miiv that most of 
them would iv»t iia\r b«*cn ul>l< to come h»*re 

An Honourable Member: Question 

Shaikh Sadiq Hasan: \nd if the\ had come the\ would have such a 
restraining influence over them that they would not have dared to place 
^u<’h s»M\ things before u> (Interruption ) 

\ow I want to take another point Tt is ^aid here ‘with mtent to 
prejudice the maintenance of friendly relation*. between His Majesty’s 
fln\eminent.“ etc \<>w, Governments gtiurulK ha\e ivt jot a \ery high 
morality Government*-* always judge according to their friendship with the 
State* If the Brit ^h Government happens to be ver\ friendK with a 
foreign State, they will consider nn\ act as prejudicial to that Killer; but 
if on the other hand tlie\ were unfriendK. thev were m the ease of 
Amanullah Khan they would allow’ full latitude to people to criticise 
him 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: Tin* Thll sav* “prejudice the niainte- 
n.met• ot friend 1\ relation'-” 1* a man e ■mfnendh . there is no question of 
prejudicing those relations if k only those who are friendly’ who are 
sought t-o be protected. 

Shaikh Sadiq Hasan: I have only one more word to say and it is this#: 
that foreign relations in the past even in England hav** caused great 
troubles Take the case of Queen Mary ■ there was a civil war over there 
because she hud a soft corner in her heart- for the King of Spain In the 
same way later on in the days of King James, a great man of whom the 
English are proud. Sir Walter 'Raleigh, was executed because the King of 
Spain wanted it to be done. Even in the time of Charles the First, civil 
war in England was due, I think, to some extent because he favoured the 
Spanish very much. What I have to say is this: this Bill is not so 

n 3 
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innocuous, and is not ho hannless as it appears; hut it may have serious 
consequences in time to come. It may appear at the present moment of no 
consequence, and we may pass it very lightly in this House, but we cannot 
sav how it will result in the futuro; and I consider that in the interests of 
the country and in the* interests of future generations of Tndia, the Bill 
should he re-circulated. 

Dr. R. D. Dalai (Nominated Nou-Otficial) Sir. I move that the queis* 
tion be now put. 

President: I accept closure' the question 's that »b« question be 
now put. 

The motion was adopted. 

Sir Evelyn Howell: Sir, as my friend, Mr Kanga Iyer, with his usual 
acuteness reminded the House, the actual issue under discussion is a 
narrow one Should tins Hill he circulated for further opinion or should it 
not? On that point he gave, a (dear expression of his own opinion. Mv 
friend, Mr. ^ am in Khan and other speakers have touched on the same point 
and have shown that so far ns technical and constitutional reasons go, there 
i& no ground whatever for eliciting further opinions We have obtained 
large numb*Ts of (•pinion-'. some favourable and some unfavourable; 
extracts fiom them have been read to the House, and they show that the 
question h.i- been considered 1>\ nnM people who an in a position to offer 
an opinion oj any value; and those opinions had to he consulted and have 
been consulted by tin Select ( oniiuittic Many spe.du rs. however, have 
by no 11 km iis confined tlnniHclves to this narrow issue, hut wandered off 
into other aspect** and topics and qu«M:on*. connected with t'i. Hill, and 
into those fields 1 am at raid it will he neec-.-.irv for me though I hope not 
at very great length, to t< h,||ow tlem The tir-l point is . . 

Mr. President (Tin Honourable Su* lin.ihmi Ihdumtoola) The Chair 
would like to inform the Tfonouiable Member that the discussion has pro* 
cceded on his motion a*- well as on the amendment for circulation, and 
therefore all the speeches made were perfect 1\ relevant and m order The 
Honourable Member can deal with the whole subject now 

Sir Evelyn Howell: Thank vm, Sir 1 never meant to imply for a 
moment that they w ere not relevant 

Mr. President: The ('hair thought that the !1 •nom\d>|.- Member was 
speaking unde? a misapprehension 

Sir Evelyn Howell: I have dealt with the question of necessity for 
collecting further opinions There is another and a practical side of the 
question. Js the Hill of a nature which we can afford to have deferred? 
A number of Honourable Members have said—my friend, Dr. Ziauddin 
amongst them—that there is no situation now\ therefore why not leave 
things quiet and in effect why should we put the lock upon the stable door 
until the steed has been stolen? f submit, as I have said before, that the 
danger is real and practical, and w'e do not wish to have the mischief done- 
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before we can take .my steps to prevent it. 1 think that perhaps to 
eiiiph&Hise tins point 1 had better tc!| tlu House what happened last year. 
Early in March of last year a certain mwspapcr in Lahore,’-it is no secret 
lh.il if Wd- tla /.it i, niiiur-- stalled a series «>t most tn.il, cions and detain i- 
tor\ attack'' on tla 1J 11 !• -i <,! an adjoining and rouutj;,, and followed 

them up by publishing a violent and jnffaminutory appeal from a dynastic 
rival of that Kulcr, who had shortly before been driven from tlu* throne 
of his country h\ the force of public opinion amongst his Mib)e<*ts. r i hese 
publications produced a threat deal of excitement both m ihis country and 
outside it flay f.aild n->t ;n any w.i\ bt dealt wen imd< i in • iiduiarv 
law, and consequently early in April of last year tile Foreign delations 
Ordinance was is-aied Still the stream of vituperation continued. and 
action const qnently hurl 1 <. be taken under the Ordinance Durum the oix 
month* for which that Oidmanei- yya^ m force, from April to October of 
last year. six proM-cutmils in all wen. sanctioned under it Three ol these 
wen* brought a. 11 u"l tin /amoeM/ 111 rc«pcri of six article,, published on 
various dates between tla* IHtli April and the 2nd June Two different 
editors y%crc prosecuted and all tluot raws resulted in conviction Each 
of tlu- iditois y\ • *, M'litiiuid to mu 1 years i igorous unpiis' anuent 111 
addition to the** pio^ecm i< -ii" against the Zmmmhn lliife otlier ncv\s- 
papers, a'l publ js|,»*d i»i Lah<>ie. the .l/<//cno> # .m, tin Hi suit and the Pro/ilr, 
wi*rt alsn p}i»«-eciiti'd In in* case, th.it against the Krstti'i the editor apolo¬ 
gised and the c.ise was dropped In mothei e..se, brought aguiusi tlu nevb- 
| aper. tin- /'< e/J# in rrspy-l < ►: a defamatory allude about tlu* Pels.an Gov- 
eruineiit. conviction was billowed by n sentence of imprisonment until the 
rising ot the ( ourt and a fine ot Ks ‘JUU In the third ease, the editor 
of the Aujhinusitm yya^ Miitenetd t<► one year's rigorous imprisonment. It 
will be remembered. Sir. that last year in September 1 stated on behalf of 
Government that if the publication of further articles of this nature compel¬ 
led Government to take further action, there would he no hesitation in 
promulgating a second Ordinance I have reason to believe that a good 
many Member* of this House thought that perfectly reasonable, and that 
had that action been necessary, it would have been supported by a strong 
nection of public opinion Those organs of the Press, however, whose 
conduct had compelled the issue of the Ordinance, have, since its lapse, I 
admit, been quiescent, and attempts have therefore been made to argue 
that, because this is *o. the need for the Bill has been removed. What 
are called in England “white glove assizes” frequently occur. But no one 
has so far suggested that murder and other crime* should cease to be 
punishable on that account So here, no one can doubt that one of the 
main reasons why that campaign came to an end was the action taken by 
Government under the Ordinance and its expressed determination to do 
the same again should necessity arise Nor can it be doubted that when 
the same inducements are once more forthcoming, if there is no statutory 
bar, the same consequences yvill once more ensue, and it is the absolute 
duty of Government and of this House to guard against that danger 

l have dealt with the points in so far as they have penetrated my 
intellect which were pushed at us by m\ friend l)r. Ziauddin Ahmad I now 
come to the arguments advanced b\ Sn Abdur Rahim. He said that this 
Bill created a new offence I submit, Sir. that that is not so This 
Bill does nothing hut make a slight alteration in procedure, 

whereby a person hitherto debarred from access to our (’ourN, if he is ag¬ 
grieved by a defamatory article, can have the remedy which the law 
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provides for all and sundry. Then, Sir, the same spe aker urged us to note 
the differences between the Bill as it would he. if it came into effect in the 

4 r w t° nu sported by the Select Gommittoe and the English com¬ 
mon law. J admit. Sir, that then* were two points on which our 
Bill deviated from the English common law model, but I submit that the 
English common law is not a fetish to be slavishly worshipped, or copied 
and adopted in even respect. The English common law is a practical 
thing. It is the outcome of practical necessity, and we here have to do 
the same If there is a flight difference between the English common 
law. and our law. T do nut flunk that it matteis much The omit is, 
is the spirit of it in accordance with that* 1 Is it fair? That is what we have 
to look to. A third point which Sir Abdur Rahim madt was that Aden is 
included in British India, and therefore if the Bill came into force, certain 
potentates whose domains might be supposed to adjoin tin* hinterland of 
Aden would come within the scope of this measure I used the luncheon 
interval. Sir. to consult the map, and 1 -**c that, as 1 said in this House 
it is correct that the so-called Protectorate of Aden and the Hejaz do no¬ 
where touch, and therefore, the Hepi/ as J said remains excluded from the 
scope of tin* Bill A Potentate known as the Imam of Sana has hit# 
territories adjoining the Aden hinterland and he would no doubt, I suppose, 
if what Sir Abdur Rahim said ; s correct, he one of those who might desire 
a complaint to hr made and a prosecution to be launched on his behalf. 
But the danger very remote 

An Honourable Member: What about Iraq*' 

Sir Evelyn Howell: haq is excluded from the sc«.pe of the Bill 

entirely The other people adjoining Aden are certain obsciuv chiefs in 
u country called ih** TTridramuut about which no one knows \cry much 
or cares more than h< knows But if any TIonourabh Member thinks 

it necessary lo fable an amendment t< the effect tint foi the purposes 

of this Bill India 'hon'd la understood as t of including \drn, 1 think 

that we e«»uld undertake to accept if 

I now come to what im friend Mr Sitaramaia|ii said Mr quoled 
at considerable length from certain papers relating to attacks m the 

English Picks against the Herman Emperor m the \enr 1904, and in the 
course of Ins remarks lie quoted a despatch from Lord Salisbuiy who was 
then Secretarv of State for Foreign Affairs in England which r:ui--“The 
instances are most imlortunute". I think, Sir, that the same, might havo 
been said of the instances which Mr. Itnju quoted in this House Because 
as he said, some obscure writer in an English paper in the \»*ai 1904 made 
a perfectly prepoM erous suggestion that the British fleet should attack 
the German licet before it grew too poweiful this offended the German 
Emperor and no action was taken against, the writer in England, and 
from that moment relations between the two countries grow steadily 
w T orse. with the result that 10 years Intel Hit Great War followed. T 
submit. Sir. that if that writer had been muzzled from talking about 
a subject of which lie. obviously understood nothing the Great War might 
perhaps have been deferred. 

TImn. Sir. Air Raju also quoted from various opinions which were 
before the Select Ooimriittee One of these was from a gentleman, whom 
he described with a great deal of eulogy, which he no doubt deserves as 
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a very bnlliunt Umlem. ami lit* proceeded to read extracts ironi that gentle¬ 
man's opinions. Hut- la* always stopped at even point where the 
gentleman expressed anv opinion contrary to the view JVlr. itaju was 
advancing. Had he f|f)iic on a little further in one of hus readings he 
would haw read a* follows -Lib* L on President. Kruger were allowed, 
although ihey led t«> the Boer \\ in” Sir, which is the greater evil—to 
hii\r* an iiimirt -sur\ wai n\ to inn /./.It*, an ill-informed journalist for 
writing on a subject which do» «* hot couocm him?—1 ask the House 

Anothet «>]nnion eil-d by nr Tn< ttd was tlmt of the Chief Presidency 
Magistrate in Madras I submit Sir, that if the opinion bum which 
I have just hern <piotin r and tlmi ot the t'liiet Presidency Magistrate of 
Madras are both read as a whole, it must be apparent that they were both 
m favour of some measure foi dealing with the evil of which I have 
spoken so often although !ik< thi>- Fiouse they thought tint the Bill 
then before the House was too wide, and I submit that the alterations 
which ha\r hern introduced bv the Cominittee go a very long way 
towards meeting f h»* nbjeetious which both those gentlemen recorded in 
the expression ot then opinions 

l now roiia t my Honourable irieutl, Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb 
Bahadur, who complained that no heed had been paid to the opinions 
expressed by various Slua associations in the United Provinces 1 submit, 
Sir, that again is co\ered by the alterations made m Committee. If I 
am not mistaken the representations made by those associations of Shia 
Muslim** weie on account of acts alleged to have been committed in the 
Hejaz. The Hejaz ha** beeu removed from the scope of the Bill and 
whetlur tlie Bill passe** «>r not. it makes no differences* to am body who 
wishes to write about things that hupp* n m tin Hejaz. 

xt cann my Thmoiirahli tin mi Mr L.dehand Navuirai 1 must 
eontess tint 1 toiiml my"eh' in sonic difficult \ m knowing which way he 
was speaking He gi\e a \»t\ elaborate defence »>i what had 
hern done >n tin Committee. :.nd then said that In was i perfectly 
unprcjudiei <1 man. »nd ijmu* ready to maki up his mind all ovei again 
.md in tin oppo**'te direction at a moment's notice (Laughter) However, 
om of tin* aniendim'iH** tanled bv him m pursuit of tins amiable inten¬ 
tion is to substitute tin’ words "to create emulty ” insi* ad of “to pre- 
jiuhce tin maintt inmee ot friendly relations" m the appiopnute sections 
of the Bill I submit that diplomacy like other professions s entitled 
to its own Jangling* We lme our convent ions m this House nere. We 
talk about s<i and s,. ^ "my Honourable Inend" although perhaps he 

umv he personally almost unknown to us We refer to other gentlemen 
as "the FTouourahle and gallant So and So" just as thev do in the 
House of Commons, although we have no reason to suppose that any 
particular gentleman, because he lias served in the Army, is more or 
less gallant than am other member So in the world «-t diplomacy, 
relations between tin* Powers arc alwavs friendlv, until unfortunately 
sometimes they break down and then relations cease. As long as they 
are relations, they are friendly relations, and when you have certain 
classes of Powers to deal with. \vlu>. I must confess, are perhaps not BO 
fiv advanced a^ some oth» r countries, von have to look out what you are 
doing, because you have to take car* 1 not to offend them They may 
take ofTonee reasonably or unreasonably, but T submit that the mischief 
which they are in a position to cause by taking offence is so great and 
the evil of just being able to put a check on the unrestrained enthusiasm 
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of a newspaper or two here and then* so small, that il really is necessary 
to disregard the lease* evil for tin* salu* of preventing the greater. 

Filially tlieie come this question about families and Ministers and 
wliat not, and llu* insmualions that tin* (Jovcrnor (icncr.tl in Conned 
may at soiru* hiture date sanction prosecution hi cause somebody had 
said something offensive about remote descend ml*- o’- distant eollati lals 
of some foreign liuler Well, Su the (loveii'.ii (ienei.il in Conned is 

aware, just as well as iheie^i <>i us, that foieign I tillers aie \er\ human 
beings after all and do not \er\ much can* what is said ahont their third 
or fourth cousins or pmbahiy do not s« i .mv vn\ gie.u stoic h\ imputa¬ 
tions against the n piit.it ion ot their minor olhcials The point is that 

those attacks which the lo.cigu Ilulcr i^ likely to icscnl ma\ have < on- 
Bequences,—imu even 1 ui\consequences ,is dangcimis and as d* pioraide 
as war. Hut wlicther they have tlios< very serious conscqin ikvs «»i not 
they uni) have minor unpleasant, consequences The suit <>| thing I 
have in mind is this that some illogical foreign liuler might be attacked 
in tin* Indian Press lit might cause n presentations to la made and 

he might be told that the <i»\t)iior (icnctal m Council had no naans ot 
dealing witli this sort of thing and notlmig could be done “\erv well.’ 
he would sav to himself, “I will set about that 1 will just sr that 

any Indians who may come to my country in fntuie do not li.iye too 

comfortable a time while tin \ .in In*ic " I submit that that is a 
possibility It cannot be entirely discounted Put il the Coy eminent 
of India are in a position to sav “We have done all we can. \\i are 
slaves to law in this country; v\e cannot go outside it, but Mich law as 
we have we have put in motion “ the objections yylneli any foreign Ruler 
might- have to any article that appeared in the* Press would be t«. a great 
extent met 

Sir, 1 have I think dealt, so bn as l can yvilh all tin leally iclevaiit 
criticisms that have been advanced and 1 hope that the amendment of 
my Honourable friend Dr Ziauddin Ahmad for oheulation will be refected 
(Applause j 

Hr. President: Tin* question is: 

*‘That the Bill, uk reported In the .Selef i Committor. J*e rmuhttrd fot the jniipotus 
of eliciting opinion thereon hy the lut August. 1932 " 

The motion was negatived 
Mr. President: The question is: 

“That the Bill U> provide against the puhlnanon ot '•ititem* i.K likel.v to promote 
unfriendly relations between His MajenlyV < toy•■rmnent and the (lovernment h of 
foreign states, a« leported hy the Selei I Comiriit'lei* he taken into consideration 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President: The question Is that cl.msi 2 of the Hill stand part 
of the Bill. 

Sir Evelyn Howell: I beg to move the amendment which Si. Olds in 
my name* relating to clause 2. the operative clause ot the Hill 

The House has before it the Hill, as reported by the Select Committee, 
and Honourable Members will have noticed. 
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Mr. President: The* Honourable Member should read his amendment. 

Sir Evelyn Howell: Very well. Sir The amendment is as follows: 

“That foi clause 2 the following be .substituted 

2 Where an nfteme tailing under Ohnptej XXI of the Indian Penal Code is 
<oumiiited against a Uulei <«i a Stale outside but adjoining 
Power ot Governor India, or against any member of the family oi against any 
General in Couwil to Minister of such Jiulei, and. in the opinion of the Governor 
prosecute in cases ol General m Gouncil. Ih<* mainteriame of fneiidls relations 
defamation which fire- hetwivm Hjs Mniest\'*. Go\einmont and the Government of 
juilico the tnaintejuiiu o ^u^ li State ma> thereby bo piejudned. the Cioxeruoi General 
of friendly relation-, in ( ouncil ni.iv make or authorise any fieison u> make, a 
with certain foreign ■nmp.tm: ,n writing m mu h offence, and, notwithstanding 
States. aii\thing «on*, lined in Mat urn 198 of the Code ot Criminal 

Pioicduro, 1898. any Court competent in othei impels to 
t.il\#* (ogni/mit* o! «.iii h offence, in.i\ take i ogm/.iiue theieof on mu li (omplaini' 

Sir, this amendment was fun shadowed by the minute of dissent which 
Sir Lancelot (Inihsmi and myself submitted In that minute oi dissent 
it was pointed ran Unit whether any giten slatement was likely or was 
not. likely to picjudiee the maintenance of friendly reltitions between the 
( ro\eminent of India and any of the iiciirhhotirs of India was a very highly 
specialised and teehnieal matter The (government of India could indeed 
send myself or some oflieer of my department fo give evidence in court 
on the subject, huf tluit would gi\ e the defence an opportuniu to make 
turfhei statements and msmuatioris which would hzue a far worse effect 
on foreign relations than the original article which r.r /////Mit/ii m w’as 
forming the subject ot the prosecution Moreover it the expert witness 
who came hefon the court stated that .m\ particular article had tended 
to prejudice those relations the court would practically he bound to 
accept his statement It therefore the burden is to fall on the expert, on 

whom if should fall. why should it not he there ah imho ? Another 

possibility before the* court would he to attempt to summon some lepresent- 
ntiivo of that foreign State in tliis eoimtn. That again would lead to 

exceedingly unhappy consequences The representatives of foreign 

countries are. though not by right yet in practice, as far as possible 
exempted from attendance in the courts, and if any such representative 
were summoned, he w’ould no doubt he most reluctant to come and would 
very likely on arrival in court say that he—according to the technical 
position at the moment—being a consular representative, had no knowledge 
of these diplomatic matters So the court would not get very much 
further Then again if if soughi for further evidence, it might require 
documents to he produced, and documents in such a ease would almost 
inevitably he of such a nature as could not be produced in court or sub¬ 
jected to public scrutiny. The point then of this amendment is to 
relieve the prosecution of the double burden which the Bill as reported by 
the Select Committee seeks to lu\ upon it and here again, although T 
said just now that we do not want to copy too slavishly the English 
common law, 1 do submit that this is n point in which \vr need not 
go beyond the provisions of that common law In England all tluit 1ms 
to be done, is for the prosecution lo prme a libel against the head of a 
foreign State, and certain other persons—-hut for the moment 1 confine 
rmself to a libel against the he.id of a foreign State If it ha^ done 
that, it has discharged all that it is required to do. Here in this countrv 
why should it not only be required to do that which 
is the burden that has been just laid upon the court by requiring defama¬ 
tion within the meaning of Chapter XXI of the Indian Penal Code to be 
proved, but also to go into further fields where the court can have no 
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means of forming an opinion except by expert evidence, which is the 
same authority that has in the beginning decided whether or not a pro¬ 
secution should ho launched? 

The House may reasonably object and say. “If this contention” (in 
support of which 1 am now arguing) “is so reasonable and so easy, why 
did you not urge, it before the Select, (Ynmuittee *' ” To that L reply 
that we did our best, but the (’ommittee decided against us. I might,, 
Sir, in this connection, quote the famous saying of the Irish juryman 
who, when asked why the jury had taken so long over such a simple 
ease, said, “I never met in my life eleven such obstinate men” Sir, 
T move the amendment that stands in my name 

Mr. President : T hn\e received notice of an amendment to this 
amendment by Mr Maswood Ahmad T see- he is not present here 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: There are two clauses, one, as it is in 
the Bill and another as proposed m the lorm ol an amendment.. Both 
are very nearly the same, except in one principle, and that is a very 
vital principle. We had discussed at great length in the Select Com¬ 
mittee whether it should be left to the Court to judge that unfriendly 
relations have been created or are going to be created by certain articles 
which appear in the Tress, or whether the sole judge should be the 
Governor General in Council. That was the leal difference of principle. 
It was suggested that although the article may amount to libel on the 
Prince it should be a libel of ibis nature as to create unfriendly relations. 
If that is left to the Court, then necessarily some kind ot e\ idence has 
to be produced before the Court and the Court, cannot make up its mind 
unless it is proved to the satisfaction of the. Court that the tendency of 
that article was to promote unfriendly relations, which mean* in other 
words that a certain amount of resentment might li.«\e been shown by the 
Prince concerned. When this question came up. the majority thought 
that jf any private person was defamed he could go to the Court and 
get a conviction merely on account of proving that a pattioular statement 
is libellous, but in the case of the Prince who cannot appear himself 
personally before the Court, tile Governor General in Council take upon 
themselves the responsibility of launching a prosecution, and they could 
not get a conviction unless they prove, more than wli.it a pm ate individual 
would have to prove—that the statement is libellous and nt the same 
time is a libel of such a nature as to create unfne.ndh relations between 
the Indian Government and the Prince concerned When this point 
came up, it was really the intention of the majority of the Select Com¬ 
mittee that, protection to a Prince should not- be more than what is 
enjoyed by an ordinary person in the country, and because he cannot 
Appear himself personally, therefore this responsibility may be left to the 
Governor General in Council to protect fhe interests of the person who, 
on account of his position and status, cannot come to an Indian Court. 
I confess very frankly that this point came up so suddenly that we 
could not give very serious thought ns to what* it, would amount- to. and 
it was not known ot that time that there was this last ingredient As 
it happens, one thing that the present section refers to is. “witli intent 
to prejudice the maintenance of friendly relations”, which means, the 
Court has to judge whether it is going to create unfriendly relations or not. 
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Now what my Honourable friend, Sir Evelyn Howell, proposes is that 
in the opinion oi the Governor General m Council if it i» so, then that 
will deteiimne the, point. Now In take* the responsibility upon himself 
to be the sole judge as to whether unfriendly relations are being created 
or not. The real objection to the proposed section as it stands in the 
Select Committee's .Report, as has been pointed out, is that, although 
the intention ot the Legislature may be to keep up friendly relations, 
the bare fact that it lias to be pro\ed 111 an open Court that some 
kind of unfriendly relations are going to be promoted, tin* very nature of 
the evidence which will be tendered before the Court, if there were not 
such bad untnendly relations already created, will tend to create un¬ 
necessarily the unfriend 1 ; relations which it has been the intention to 
avoid. A prosecution may be launched for the purpose that the friendly 
relations may continue, but when the Foreign Secretary or his subordinate 
comes before the Court and says that there is a tendency to create un¬ 
friendly 1 el,it ions, and with an unlimited number of questions put by the 
counsel in the cross-examination that might lead to such a result that 
the Foreign Secretary might b»* obliged to ask for the protection of the 
Court m disallowing those questions, bur the Court might force him to 
answer all those questions which might be put by counsel in order to 
prove tin justification ui the charge 01 otherwise. That kind of question 
which may mine brton* the Court, tli.it b\ itself may create a tendency 
to ill-feeling which may he resented by tin Prints concerned mure than 
it there had been no prosecution at all. Well that is the tendency 
which it was thought tit to avoid, and the two Honourable gentlemen 
who ha\e put m their minutes oi dissent have urged that point. But 
unfort unateh we could not see eye to eye with thorn at. that time. But 
now, Sir, I must frankly admit that, alter all, knowing one’s own mistake, 
there is 110 mistake 111 Inning that corrected later on, and 1 think I must 
say now that a good deal of case has now been made out for their view. 
I agree that if it goes to the Court, it will be more harmful and more 
injurious than it there had been no prosecution at all There might be 
cases ot a very delicate nature, and the disclosure oi tile facts concerning 
them before an open Court, and with moreu\er the Press finding a good 
opportunity in that to inagmly these tilings 111 their publications, might 
create still gieutei hostility between the two countries and tor this 
purpose and after all, there can be no other evidence except oral evidence 
und the wntleii representation oi the Prince concerned, and the oral 
evidence of the Foreign Secretary tending to show that that writing has 
created or tended to create untnendly relations,—beyond that they can, 
produce no other evidence, because the nature of the documents may be 
so confidential that they could not bt* produced before the Court. So 
l think when the Court has to decide or to rely mostly upon the evidence 
of the Foreign Secretary, it i b much better to leave the matter to the 
judgment of the Governor General in Council than on mere oral testimony 
which might lead to the prejudicing of relations which we intend to keep 
very friendly So 1 think this ameudmeiit is one to which I must after 
due thought accord niv support, and I support it. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Sir, my Honourable friend, S11 Evelyn Howell, 
the Foreign Secretary, is establishing his position as a good research worker 
in this House. He has given one piece of research work in history. 
He maintained on the floor of this House that if in 1904 Lord Salisbury, 
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the then Foreign Minister, had taken timely action against a certain 
paper, then the (ireat War would ha\o keen axoidcd 

Sir Evelyn Howell! I said. Sir. not that It would lia\r heen, hut that 
it might have heen, avoided. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Sir, 1 happened to he present in Germany at that 
time, and I followed the w holt thing ver\ clearly, and the causes of the 
war were quite dilfereni from what the Fmeign Secretary i s assuming 
them to he Now he is making another lesearch into Indian jurisprudence. 
We have ilwavs considered that, he lore any person is punished all the 
evidence 1 must he studied and examined openh in ■ court with a right 
of appeal to the High ( oiirt \Ftor deliberating a good deal oxer ths 
question during the last four days, w. now find hen that m tins Bill 
also he is taking awa\ this power, and it is declared I hit the mere state¬ 
ment of the (lO'Nornor General m Council through the agency enneernod 
would practically he consult red to he sufficient proof fm the prosecution 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: \o. no label must he there 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: I»m what ahom tin proof of the liheT’ 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: Libel must l»e prosed 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Ii mens that the <io\cinor General m Councils 
word is the final word to mdicnti 1 hot this thing has cieahd unfriendly 
relations*’ Tell me winch Magistrate will go against it 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: No no--it must he under tin- Indian 
Penal Code. Chapter XXI 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Then the statement of on< ot the persona 
appointed h- the Gu\ernor General jv to hi considered suffice nt tor the 
purposes ol law and all the procedure lhat is now laid down in the 
Criminal Procedure Code is to he set aside 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: No. no. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: In practice, d not in words 

Mr. President: Will the Honourable Member please go on 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad:. According to till- recommendations of the 
Foreign Secretary Sir, the point now before us was iought out in the 
Select Committer, and it was carried by the unanimous opinion of non¬ 
official Members that this clause should not find a place in the Bill; but 
the two official Members still press thi> question, and 1 am at a loss to 
understand why my friend. Mr. Yamin Khan, who expressed one opinion 
on the Committee, has now’ (hanged his mind on further consideration. 
(Mr. S. ('. Mitra “That is not surprising at all “) When I moved this 
motion for circulation I had in my irrnd this amendment of the Foreign 
Secretary and I knew that on account of the fag end of the session and 
the thinness of the Opposition, am motion of the Government would be 
accepted by the majority. especially when we had sonic non-official Mem¬ 
bers amongst ns who considered themselves to he more representative Df 
the Government than representatives of thru own constituencies. 
(Laughter) Sir, it was pointed out that the opinions which were worth 
having were carefully considered. There are two kinds of opinions. There 
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is a legal opinion for which wc want a legal phraseology in order to find 
out that the words do nfot connote more than what we intend them to 
imply. The second category of opinion is the* opinion of the people who 
are affected by the law. This opinion is also equally important. The 
Select Committee, to my mind, did not pay sufficient attention to the 
opinions expressed by various Associations and by the representatives of 
the people who will be affected by this particular law. 

Kv. Presided (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola): The Hoqgur- 
abty Member is again discussing his own amendment. The question of 
opinions is no longer relevant to the present issue. The present issue is 
whether the clause, as submitted by the Select Committee, should be 
amended as proposed by the Honourable Member Sir Evelyn Howell or 
not. The question of opinions is no longer relevant 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: My argument against the present motion is that 
the opinions expressed by various Associations are opposed to this particular 
clause and ’hat is the point which 1 am bringing in proof of my opposi¬ 
tion. 

Mr. President: Dors the Honourable Membei oppose both the clause 
and the amendment / 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: i oppose this particular clans* as it stands. 

Mr. President: We ar** discussing clause 2 with the amendment pro¬ 
posed 1 »\ Su K\# !\n Ho\\(‘!l Is the lionourabl* Member opposing both 0 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: I am oppo-ng botli In the fust place, my 
reason P» opposing it is ts 1 pointed «>ut last time that m this clause 
the word ‘1 mnly -t 11 thei\ I d<» not want t<» repeat the arguments 

again hut tfuii i- n<» doubt that tli« \* urd “lannlv ' is a \<n wide word, 
and in i » ,, t ■ n . ountrir* it ma\ ivall\ ri.\er h dt the people M\ second 
objection i- tit it tin wool ‘MinMn i- i'mi • n . y\ wah word Any 
prrs.i, v\ I ,. in ' 1 m * .i «.l\rd o iii\ on the w ■ if" K mav i «> call* d ,i Minister. 
Tin i oniii , >sfiii ■ »! i hes* fw.» w-ads vet*\ v id** and it l- ^ i\ desirable 
that ’la" b (> i:|<! }., nair.iw d down Tin othei po*nf of ni\ oppos.tion 

is * , di •mil 1 " Imh i \s hi- h» i n p>'nV>l • ut ilu idy Indi. includes 

\d'*n I- w<»' \nd 1 w a - Miliri snrp'i-«*d b\ ; lu iruiment .n my Iriend 
M» hiiini Khan when la s lll( | that 1 lu i »»iin> <t at ion of India is smaller 
and th* i , (iiiii-m,i'ioii n| Jhitish India is hirg» r I thought that if you qualify 
the word \«*u alw.its diminish the sjdirre ni that particular thing India 
is eertainh a nmeli wider term than British India and unless th‘»s parti- 
culur elniisr is modified m a manner «o as to exclude Aden. I am afraid 
that it will he interpreted to mean Aden and the adjoining territories. 

Sir, I repeal very briefly what T said before, that there is really no 
occasion for bringing in a clause like this The Honourable Sir Evelyn 
Howell himself pointed out in his speech that since the lapse of the 
Ordinances no ease has arisen And if no ease has oceurred in the. country 
after the lapse of the Ordinances and if nobody is taking am interest in 
it, may I ask if it is wise to remind the people and to tell them that a 
thing of this kind they could do and night to do? It is not wise really 
to legislate on a measure which realh has got no definite application. No 
doubt, it is necessary to keep friendly relations with our neighbouring 
countries, hut is if wise if, in order to please the neighbouring countries 
wo displease our own people*/ Therefore, with these remarks 1 oppose this 
• particular clause as it is amended and the original clause as it stands in 
the Bill. 
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Mr. V. K. Ankles aria: Sir, I support this amendment with the lull 
conviction that if the motion is panned, all possible objections that can be 
urged against the original Bill will be met. The Honourable the last 
speaker seems to consider that the Indian Penal Code and the Criminal 
Procedure Code are one and the same thing. The amendment proposed 
by the Honourable the Mover is an amendment ol the Criminal Procedure 
Code. It therefore does not and cannot create any new offence. Therefore 
all the ground that could have been for the objection that the proposed Bill 
created a now offence disappears absolutely. (Interruption by Mr. K 
Ahmed.) The Criminal Procedure Code does not and cannot create any 
offence. My Honourable friend is a Barrister and he ought to know it. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: If you had practised yourself, you too would have 
know'll it. What is section 110? 

Mr. N. N. Anklesaria: Sir, tin* attempts >f the legul experts of the 
Government of Indiu to frame a measure to deal with libellous uttaeks on 
foreign potentates have been, to say tin* least of it, \er\ unfortunate The 
matter lias been on their nunds for the last more than three years, and 
during all that Ion" period we have been finding them groping in the 
vast realms of English. Continental and American jurisprudence. The 
result of all that groping has been what my friend Sir ITari Smgh (Jour 
characterised as “a mouse after the mountain lias laboured ” Sir, tin re 
are plenty of laws in pun mutt na m the different countries of the world 
and nothing <*ould ha\e been easier than to have copied, say. tor instance, 
the law ol Prance on the subject, which simply proud es that attacks on 
foreign potentates are defamation punishable with a certain period of 
imprisonment and with a fine of a certain amount We ha\e already got 
the law' of defamation in our Statute-book and no person in his sensei 
could then have been able to say that a Hill winch was reproducing section 
499 of the Indian Penal Code should b** circulated tor opinion No person 
in his senses would then hn\e been able to urge that section 199 of the 
Indian Penal Code could possibly affect the susceptibilities of my Muslim 
friends, but unfortunately our own Statute-book was tin* vers last thing 
W'hich suggested itself to the minds of the legal expert*, of the Govern¬ 
ment of India The discovery was made only a few da\s ago. on the 
day when the amendment Vo standing in the name of the Honourable 
Member. Kir Evelyn Howell was gi\en notice ol 

Sir, 1 do not propose to go into the verbal amendments proposed in 
the language of clause 2 as regards certain words and phrases, liut if this 
amendment is acceded to by tlu House, then I say there is absolutely no 
scope for any of the amendment * .is regards those words and pin uses As 
I said, no new offence would be created, only the law of defamation would 
have been amended on its procedural ^irte At present on account of 
section 198 of the Criminal Procedure (’ode no one except tlu* aggrieved 
party can prosecute for defamation. The simplest thing therefore would 
be to remove that bar from the way of the foreign potentates, who, under 
the existing law, if they choose to resort to our law courts as complainants, 
are perfectly entitled to pursue tin* reined\ given to them under our law 
in the snrn.* manner and to the same extent a** the meanest subject of 
His Majesty' in India. This amendment simply seeks to avoid that liar, 
and T fail to understand how any reasonable man could possibly object to 
it. I therefore support this amendment on these grounds 

The Assemblv then adjourned till Eleven of the (’lock on Friday, the . 
1st April, 1932. 
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The Assembly met in tin* Assembly Gluunber ot the Council House at 
“Eleven of the Clock, Mr President in the Chair 


MEMBERS SWORN 

The Honour d.if Mr Hurry iii'.dium H i u r C S I r 1 F (Home 
Member); and 

Mr. SutuMidu \*«th Ruv i IE. M L .\ ( (!• »vt rnmerit <>f India* 

Nominated Official 


QT T ESTIONS ANT) ANSWERS 
Classification of Political Prisoners. 

1099. *Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer: Will Government be pleased to sLite • 

(a) whether nny correspondence ha*, passed between the Government 

of India and anv of the Provincial Governments on the 
question of classification of cx-M. L. As. convicted for their 
civil disobedience activities or imprisoned under Ordinances 
and, if so, whether a decision has been reached that they 
should he treated as * A“ ('la^s primmer**, if not, vhv not; 

(b) whether the Government of lndui have instructed Provincial 

Governments to give “A*’ class treatment to all lnd’es impri¬ 
soned either under Ordinances or in connection with the civil 
disobedience movement; if not, why not; and 

(c) whether the issuing of such instructions is under contemplation; 

if so, when will the instructions take effect? 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig: (a) There has. been no correspondence 
cn the general question between the Government of India and Loeal Govern¬ 
ments. Tlie Government of India ascertained the facts in a particular case 
from one Local Government 

The classification of convicted persons depends partly on the nature of , 
the offence and partly on the mode of liv’ng as determined by social status, 
education and habit of life. Generally, the classification is the function of 
the Courts, subject to confirmation and review by the Local Government' 
concerned. This being so, it would be inappropriate for the Government of 

( 2777 ) a 
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India to issue general instructions of the nature contemplated by th< 
Honourable Member. 1 have no doubt, however, that the fact that the 
person has been a member of the Indian Legislature or of u Legislative 
Council is taken into consideration with other facts In the Courts and by 
Local Governments. 

(b) and (c). No such instructions ha\c issued or arc under contemplation, 
since they would be contrary to the principle*? which, as I have explained, 
govern the classification of convicted persons. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: In \iew of the spinal circumstances of the case 
when several ladies are takimr part m tin political movement, will Govern¬ 
ment be pleased to reconsider then attitude in regard to t lie el a ssifi cation 
of lady prisoners? 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig: I thml* Sn. that the general principles 
already bud down .dli i » aivtnl com idi) .itiojj some \ •■•i* s :u:o by the Govern¬ 
ment <•} in-1,, m **^u(*.ti!««ii wuh tin Vbp.hir* tin- A^emblv are 
j ufVicicnt t< • I'M***: the <• wt 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer: \\ ih i miiih nt b»* ,d .. -oL■ r the desir- 

al)ihl\ (/ < l.is-,il\m^ p v!»11c*.1 1 pr.Moni i? »s uoIiucmI piMiiinN instead of 
mixing limn, up with uidmary prisoners* 

The Honourable Mr. H G. Haig: That, Sn, n an old question which we 
have* In en into m.m\ times .md it n.iv U *n explained repeatedly that >t is 
not possible to csta‘»li*sh a «*liKMt‘n\*it ion foi political prisoners 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: Arc Government await* of iht disadvantage both 
to the political prisoner- and to tin* ord narv piKoneiv in their ircttmg mixed 
up together’* 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig: r Ih.»t, I am aloud, is an inevitable 
aeeompanimcnt of the sjtuat on. 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer: Will Government take enrlv steps to remove this 
disadvantage both to the political prisoners and to the lady prisoners, and 
appoint a committee to go into the question and make recommendations 
tliercon ? 

The Honourable Mr H. G. Haig: \o Sn 1 cm -{'raid Government are 
not prepared to do that 

Mr. R. Das: L till FTonom h|« \b*mh< r aw an* that in the pit v oils civil 
di c obodienco movement all cn Members of the Assemblv were put in class 
“A”, hut this year some of the rr-M L. A s haw been put in class'JL 
particailarlv Mr. Tlwarka Prasad Misra. nn r.r-M. L. A. from the Centra! 

Provinces? 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig: 7 think it- ■« the ease that normally 
Members or ar-Membors of the Legislative Assembly would under the exist¬ 
ing principles be put in class “A.” 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: Will Government be pleased to state whether the 
particular reference which the Honourable gentleman was pleased to make 
about correspondence having taken place between the Government of Tndia 
and one Provincial Government relates to eir-M. L. A. Mr. Dwarka Prasad 
Misra? ! 
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The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig: 1 believe that is so. 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer: Will Go\errm»cnt be pleased to state whether 
Mr. Dwarka 1 Vasari Misra ib at present in class “A” or in class “B”? 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig: I understand he iv in the ‘‘TV* class. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: Will Government be pleased to advise the Central 
Provinces Go\ernment to treat li m a*** an “A” cla^s prisoner in view of the 
fact that lie wis n A Timber ot the Legislative Assembly ? 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig: Tin Central Province* Government 

eon^idered tli.it m aeeoiil.me« wnh the prmcipb - laid down, ho should not 
hi t \\ at ed .i- .n A ela-^ p? -muT 

Mr C. S. Ranga Iyer: 1 « llm. ».»i hi. \l, j i aw,.,i .hat last year 

la w.i- If. ati .i :■ a!. \ i.a- |.IM'lnr‘' 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig: \ 

Mr. C. S Ranga Iyer* \\ . 1 i <. \.!rm. u b< ] h to mmerc into the 
mat t"? .mil - - . n i.e ..iei - Jrom 1 hr ( • n r d J*io\ r.e. * < i.>\ c rnmem 0 

The Honourable Mr. H. G Haig: We lnm- already bien in correspond- 
( net w th tin Cent ml Pn-Mtea - (h^i innir'iit and 1 set no object in pursuing 
the matter iurthcr 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: H axe Goxtruimnt considered the evil effects of segre¬ 
gating different classes of prisoners from each other and dividing them into 
different elasse>? 

The Honourable Mr H. G. Haig: Is it the Honourable Member’s sugges¬ 
tion th.it all prisoners «hould ho grouped together and treated alike? 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: 1 want to know whether there are no evil effects oi 
hoexegat int: prisoners from each other 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig: The »m s, nt policy is one for which this 
House lull'd hear equal re*pi msihiht \ with Go\ eminent. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: \V*li *,he TTotnuraHo Member he pleaded to state 
if those elassific*.lions are at present being made by the Government of 
india or the Pnomeial Gov< rnments or the Magistrates? 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig: T explained in answer to the original 

question that the classification is made by the Courts, subject to confirma¬ 
tion and review by the Local Governments. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Are the Magistrates instructed by the Govern¬ 
ment to award any particular classes? 

The Honourable Mr. H. G, Haig: The function of the Local Government 
is to confirm and review orders made by the Courts. 

a 2 
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Hr. Lalchand Navalrai: \h point is, do tin* Local Governments give any 
instructions to them previous to their awarding the classes*.’ 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig: The general instructions are contained 
in orders issued I>\ tile Government of Ind 21 and 1 do not suppose the Local 
Governments find an\ necessity to supplement those instructions. 

•4 

1 

Hr. Lalchand Navalrai : W ill the Honourable Member please place those 
instructions of the Government of India on the table? 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig: I th nk they must ha\e been placed on 
the table long ago. There whs 21 communique of about February, 1930. 

Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna Reddi: Will Government take action if the Courts 
deviate from those rules’’ 

The Honourable Mr H. G. Haig: I lui\e .tlrendx explained. Sr, that the 
Local Government.-. do exercise a reurw over the action taken by the Courts. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: l)u Gun eminent realise that if \I 1. A.s are given 
“A” Has*, tin protection which ilu* • *1 lit-i prisoners an likely to receive 
from M L A - will 1»« reduced in this House*’ 

The Honourable Mr. H G. Haig: rii.it 1 - a matter ot opinion 

Mr. B. Das: L die Honourable Member aware that lads prisoner!- from 
Delhi have heel) plaeid in mixed jails in the Punjab und that their health is 
suffering because they are not allowed to move about in those jails? 

The Honourable Mr. H G. Haig: 1 cannot follow the question very 
clearly but it doe*, not svm to me to arise out ol tin* original question vve 
are d scussing 

Mr. C. C Biswas: Is tin* Homan.ihle ilu* Hume Member satisfied with 
the reception he ha-- got dns morning on the assumption of his office? 
(Laughter.) 

Substitution ok Aru Force Units fok Ground Troops on the Frontier. 

JlOO. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Will Government kindly state when 
the ITowdl Report on the possibility oi substitution of Air Force units 
for ground troops on the Frontier was signed; and whv lias it not yet 
been published? When do Government propose to publish it; and wlnit 
action, if any, lias been taken on it? 

Mr. G. M. Young: T he report w'as signed a war ago. As regards the 
other points tin Honourable Member's attention *s invited to the reply 
which 1 ga\e on the 30th March to Mr Moure's starred question No. 1071. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: May 1 know what action has boo,™ taken on the 
report of the Howell Committee? That was not answered. 

Mr. G. M. Young: The report of the Howell Committee has not been 
published. It is not therefore possible to give in full the action taken on 
the report. In my answer to Mr. Moore’s question, I did give a certain 
amount of information relating to the action taken. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Is it the contention of Government that they are 
unwilling to give any information as to what action has been taken by Gov¬ 
ernment or is contemplated to be taken on this report? 
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Hr. G. M. Young: Obviously not; I did place a certain amount of in¬ 
formation on Ibis point before the House the day before yesterday. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Wfmt is the nature oi the action which they have 
taken on that report? , 

Mr. G. M. Young: I would reh*r my Honourable fr ond to the reply I 
gave on that day 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Will ttic Honourable M» mber knnlly repeat that 
answer if he has uot a cop; in Iront oi him? 

Mr. G. M. Young: I will lot- the Honourable Member have a copy. 
The Honourable Member himself put a number of supplementary ques¬ 
tions. sn I assumed that he had heard my answer. 

N O N - IN T REFERENCE WITH “ Bl’Y INDIAN *’ PROPAGANDA. 

1101. *Rao Bahadur B. L. Patil: ( t 7) Are Government aware that the 
Home Member in tin* Madras Legislative Council said that he would 
address a District Magistrate ,md Police Superintendent and ask them not 
to interfere with the ‘Iiu\ Indian“ work 0 

(b) If >o are Government prepared to issue special instructions of a 
similar kind to all the Provincial Governments? 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig: (aj I ha\e seen a Press report of a 
statfinent 1>\ tIn Home Member. Madras to the effect that instruc¬ 
tions ha\e beiii issued to Ihstnct oflicers not to plane obstructions in the 
wav of the h intimate actiMties of the League 

\b) No Tin* maittr f.dN within the pio\inct_ ut rh» Local Governments, 
who are I ill 1 \ aw.ue <*1 tin posu on and ale competent to tab* such action 
Ns imi\ be desirable 

Grievances of Railw ay Staff of the Howrah Goods Shed. 

1102. *Mr. Bhuput Sing: With reference to the reply to starred question 
No 400, dated the 17th February, 1932 (regarding grievances of Railway 
staff of flu 1 Howrah Goods Shod), will Government bp pleaded to state what 
action, it am. has been taken 1>\ the A iront. Past Indian Railway; if not, 
why not 0 

Mr. P. B. Rau: With \nur permission. Sir, ! propose to answer ques¬ 
tions Nos 1 lo*2 1103 1104 and 1105 together I have called for informa¬ 
tion from f he Agent. Past Indian Railw.o .md will lay a reply on the 
table in due course 

Staff of the Howrah Goods Shed compelled to oo on Leave on 

h\lf Pay. 

j 1103. *Mr. Bhuput Sing: fa) Are Government aware that each man of 
the Howrah Got ids Shed (Outward) was compelled to go on leave for 15 
days on half pay by rotation during the \enr 1931? 

(b ) If not. do Government- propose to enquire as to who is the officer 
who forced the staff to go on leave on half pay and whether the officer 
concerned compelled the men to go on leave out of his own initiative or 
due to orders from the Agent; if not. why not? 


tFor answer to this question, see answer to question No. 1102. 
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Railway Passes granted to Staff of the Howrah Goods Shed 

COMPELLED TO GO ON LEAVE ON HALF 1 j AY. 

fllU4. *Mr. Bhuput Sing: (a) Will GoM-rnmcnt be pleased to state the 
number of second class passes issued to the staff of the Howrah Goods 
Shed (Outward! who weio compelled to ^o on 15 days’ leave on half pay? 

( b) Will Government, Lx* pleased to state the money value of the passes 
issued and the economy effected by compulsory deduction of half of 15 
days’ pay of those men who travelled on second class passes during their 
compulsory leave? 

■i I 

Allowances of the Staff of the How rah Goods Shed. 

|1105. ^Mr. Bhuput Sing: (a) With reference to the reply given to 
starred question No 405, dated the 17th February 1052. are Government 
aware that the Sunday allowance enjoyed by the staff of the Howrah Goods 
Shed (Outward) has been stopped? 

( b ) Is it a fact that Sunday allowance wag sanctioned for those men 
in lieu of Presidency allowance granted to other staff? 

( c) If so, will Government be pleased to state whether the Presidency 
allowance lias also been withdrawn from persons enjoying it IJ If not, why 
not? 

Alleged Haci\l Discrimination in Punishments in the Howrah 

Goods Shed 

1106.*Mr. Bhuput Sing: (a, W.fh reference to the reply to starred ques¬ 
tion No. Iu7. dated tlir 17th February, 195*2, is it u fact that one Mr. It. 
Blanche! a Weigh ( l*ak in tin Ihmr.di G.mmU Mi* d Outwatd was fined 
Ils. 5 foi la mg caught whih taking 

(b) Is it a hict that uuc Mr 8 K Bi^w.s 'a- •mncdi.ttc.'y dismissed 
for the same vIIcucl ;n tin* muiic office" 

(c) if the icnlics to parts p/j and (5) he in the afhrmatiN. . arc Govern¬ 
ment aware that tin* m»m of rat ml discrimination m fhc Huwiah Goods 
Shed (Outward* is causing much discontent, if not. do ilu \ propose to 
inquire; if not, why not" 

Mr. P. R. Rau: f have calh*d for information tmm tli.* Agent Raat 
Indian Railway, and will lay a reply on the table in due course 

Posts with Special Pay in the Government of India held hy 

NonMYsltms 

1]07. *Mr. Uppi Saheb Bahadur: (a) Will Government please state 
the number of posts in each cat eg* in, i.c.. Superintendents, Assistants, 
Stenographi is and clciks carrying special pa\ in each Department of the 
Government oi India, and their nttnched offices, unnies and nationality 
of the incumbent- holding each of them and the nature of duties for which 
special puv h.i.s been banctioned ’ 

(b) Is it a fact that almost all the putts carrying special pay are held 
exelusiveh l>\ non-Muslims in each Department of the Government of 
India and attached offices? 


tFor answer to this question, ntp answer to question No. 1102. 
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(c) Is it also a fact that non-Muslims are in an absolute majority in 
each Department of the Government of India? 

(d) Will Government kindly give the names of Muslims in each category 
senior to those non-Muslims dmwing special pay and the justification for 
meting out this (lifTerential treatment to Muslims? 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig: ((/} For a statement of the number 
of posts in each eategor\ and the post- taming special pa\ jn each 
Department of tlu Governin' nt <>1 Indin and ll.eir AtGulied Officts, the 
Honourable Member referred to fh" Finance Depaitirioni Notifica ions 
No. D.-780fi-Fx-1 '.‘tl of the 10th November, 19!M [ am unable to under¬ 

take. the collection of the other information which the Honourable Membei 
asks for 

(b) T have not complete information on the point, but 1 will obta'n it 
and furnish il to the Honourable Member. 

(r) Yes 

(d) It vmJI In s# “n tr> >it i the not dicat ions to which 1 have referred m 
reply to part (a) of the question that generally «spoak'ng sper-ml pay is 
attached to the following categories of posts. 

la) Personal assistants to Honourable Member- anil stenographers 
attached to Secretaries, Joint Secretaries, and officers of 
corresponding status m some offices 

(b) Assistants and eb rks m charge of sections n certain oilie.es 

(c) Fusilier- 

No question of ditYi rentiul treatment wises. ht lection for -uch posts is 
made on Mie basis ot titne-? and not en communal considerat ons The 
collection of flic • nfnmiut on a-K’d »u»* would tlu ref ore scr\** no useful 
purpose. 

Alleged Discontent amonost Mi slim Khtlovekn tn the (?< »v krnmkn 
of India m:cki:twuat and Attached Offices 

1108 *Mr. Uppi Saheb Bahadur: Au in*virnmem awan that cons der¬ 
ail le disct.nt 'tinjient pivvad- :iiu ng the Mu-bm members ut tbe Govern¬ 
ment of India SecM'i-iani'l and .ittuhcd office- »»n <u count .if 

(i) their \er\ meagre k pn -enlatmn >n tin Seiiitari.it .md attached 

offices; 

(ii) their utter exclusion from the appointments carrying special 

pay • and 

(iii) the rejection In the Finance Department of the recommenda¬ 

tion of Departments or attach'd office* for the grant of special 
pay to their deserving Muslim members? 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig: I am aware that Muslim representa¬ 
tion in the offices referred to is regarded as inadequate, blit as lias been 
pointed out «»n mam occasions their renresentution during tlu past 5 
years lias shown a sfeadv merea-e l tnu-t repudiate the suggestion that 
any discrimination >s made against Muslim- in regard in -elect mi or posts 
carrying special pa\ 

Grant of Advance Increments ok Special Pay to Mi sums jn the 
Government of India Offices. 

1109. *Mr. Uppi Saheb Bahadur: ft/) Are Government prepared to 
reconsider the cases ot deserving Muslims in each Department and attached 
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Office of the Government of India who are senior to those non-Muslims 
holding; posts carrying special pay and are otherwise very well reported 
on and compensate them cither by the grant of advance increments or by 
the grant of special pay? 

(b) Is it a fact that precedents of the grant of such compensation to 
non-Muslims exist in the Government of India? 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig: (<n Special pay is granted for the 
reasons sel out in Fundamental Rule 11(2.")) Government eannot accept 
the suggestion that if .i member of tli' staff is selected to till a post 
carrying special pay, those senior to him whether Muslim or non-Muslim 
should be compensated In the grant of advance increments. Its accept¬ 
ance would be entirely contrary to the principle which underlies appoint 
inont to selection posts throughout the ‘Services. 

(b) The reply is m th< negative. 

Age of B\bf Khishi Mohamed. lath Chief (Joons Clerk, North 
Western Rau.w o, kokcko to Hetirk 

1110. *Mr. Uppi Saheb Bahadur: (a) Is it a fact that Babu Khushi 
Mohamed, late Clnet Goods Clerk, North-Western Bail way, was forced to 
retire four years before his time lor retirement owing to the wrong entry 
in his service book? 

(6) is it a tact that lor the rcctiticaUuii Ur age entry in his service 
book Babu Khushi Mohamed produced proof <>f birth certificate duly 
attested by .■ Magistrate. ,i school cerntic.ite and a No a certificute of the 
Civil burgeon of the. rank of Lieut -Colonel? 

(c) Is it a fact that tour similar Hindu clerks’ cases were decided 
favourably, n;... Btthu laiu ('hand ('Ink Agent’s Othcc, Lahore, Babu 
Wazir Clrmd, Clerk, C. C M Oilice, Lahore. Babu Budh Raj. J*. W. I. 
and Babu Rudlia Kishin, Station Master? Is it a fact that age entrie3 
in these eases were corrected as a result of which the men m question 
could continue in scivicc f) If so, why was the application of Syed Khushi 
M oharn ed rejected ? 

(d) Is it a iact that various appeals and telegrams sent by Syed Khushi. 
Mohamed failed to bring any satisfactory reply from the Agent and Rail¬ 
way Board? Will Government be pleased to say whether Railway em¬ 
ployees of the class of Syed Khusln Mohamed have any right of appeal 
against- the decision of the Agent*' If not, what authority can they appeal 
to? 


Mr. P. R. Rau: I have railed tor information from the Agent, North 
Western Railway, and will Jay a reply on the table m due course. 


SHORT NOTICE QUESTION AND ANSWER. 

RECOMMEND \ I l*».\s OK HTF Rl-Vl III-\(TIMHN’I (oMMlJIKK KKG XltDINO DAIRYING 
AND Antmm Husiswimv DkPAH'I V1ENTS 

Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Will Government please state what action, 
they contemplate taking on the recommendations of the Retrenchment 
Committee regarding fho Dairy Department- of the Imperial Agriculture 
Department ? 
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(b ) Are Government aware that there is a strong public feeling against 
the proposed closing down of the Imperial Dairy Institute at Bangalore? 
Has this Institute proved very useful for providing training to Indian 
apprentices and for helping in developing the dairy and cattle industry of 
the country? 

(r) In iht event of the Bangalore Institute being closed down, do 
Government contemplate starting a new one anywhere else? 

(d) Will Government please state if this hind of training can given 
at the dmrv, farms in charge of the Military Department and whether the 
Military dairy farms an* open to the public at present? 

(r) Jn what way>» are the activities of the Dairy Department to be 
curtailed 

(/) An* Government aware that the public appreciate the useful work 
done by tins Department and that- its discontinuance will cause consi¬ 
derable discontent ° 

Sir Frank Noyce: and (rj I would refer the Honourable Member 

to page o7 of the Simminr* of the Results of Retrenchment Operations 
in Civil l\\p« liditure ind in Military estimates which was circulated to 
Honourable Members with tlie Budget papers. A« stated in that summary, 
Government h»\e decided tlial the Imperial Institute of Animal Husbandry 
and Darning at Bungalow and its allied stations at Karnal and Wellington 
should bo retained, but tlial their activities should bo somewhat restricted 
until financial conditions improve. All experiments in orrss breeding with 
European call It* at Bangalore will be abandoned and attention will be 
concentrated on breeding hi"}) yielding strains of indigenous entile only. 
Similarly work at Kamnl will be confined to cattle and that on buffaloes, 
sheep and goats will be discontinued. The training of students in dairying 
at Bangalor- and its allied stations will continue to bo given on the same 
lines as at present The Creamery at Anand has been closed from 
March 1st. 

(M and (f) Go\ eminent are aware that the valuable work done by the 
Imperial Institute of Animal Husbandry and Dairying in promoting the 
deveiopmem of the dairying and cattle industry in this country has been 
widoh appreciated Any apprehension^ in legard to iu discontinuance 
should be ''it at rest by the statement I bay * ju-t made 
ic) T>o»*n not arise 

(d) ] presume that wbai the Honourable Member wishes to know is 
whether the Militnn Dairy Farms are open to the public as schools of 
dairying The only men trained on ihe*e Farms are the apprentices of 
the Military Farms Department. 


MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Unsviiskactouv Rrcm oi thk Lrvdkr or titk Hot sk in regard to the 
Expediting of tiii: Reforms with M\h\tma Gwditi in J\il. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola): The Chair 
has received two notices of motions for adjournment. One is from the 
Honourable Member, Sirdar Harbans Singh. He proposes to ask for leave 
to make a motion for the adjournment of the Assembly for the purpose 
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[Mr. President.] 

of discussing un urgent matter of definite public importance, namely, the 
unsatisfactory reply of the Honourable the Leader of the House regarding 
the expediting of the reforms with Mahatma Gandhi in jail. The second 
notice is from the Honourable Member, Mr. 1). Sitaramaraju. He pro¬ 
poses to ask for lea\e to make a motion foi iln* adjournment of the House 
to discuss the unsatisfactory and disquieting ieplv ot the Ilonourahle the 
Leader of the House to the short notice question yesterday regarding the 
attitude of Government towards constitutional reforms tor ilns country 
awaiting decision. 

Before I decide as regards the admissibility of these adjournment 
motions, \ should like to ask whether any objection is taken 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Leader ot tin* House) Sir, I should 
like to confine myself at tins stage to the first ot the two motions which 
you have read to the Housi My submission is that the matter which 
it is sought to raise on the motion for the adjournment is not a definite 
matter of urgent public importance within the meaning ol the Standing 
Order. It will he within the recollection of the House tliai in the short 
notice question which 1 answered yesterday, there was no reference to 
this question of the release of Mahatma Gandhi, though there was a re¬ 
ference to the question ol n forms. That question of the release of 
Mahatma Gandhi arose onl* on a supplementary question asked by my 
Honourable friend, Mr Ilanga Iyer Now, Sir, when the supplementary 
question was put 1 did at oik* point mm that it did not seem to me that 
it arose either out of the original question or out ot am of the answers 
I had given, hut 1 did not. Sir. as I might him done, ask ywi to rule 
the question out of order on the ground that it did not arse, nor did I 
ask lor notice The reason wli\ 1 did not adopt ethn of ilu-e eomscs 
was that the nutter win one on which the |>ohc\ of the Go\eminent is 
"well-known and on which -t.dements had hei n made in this House 
recently, and I theiefore iialiiated tli**t tin position of Go\einnieni was 
unchnngid. What is som-dil in this unit-on for adjournment 10 -day is to 
suy that my reply w as unsatisfactory be * m-c T di<l rim indicate any change 
in the Government policy nt the way of accepting the suggestion under 
lying the question Now, my submission on that point, is this, Unit apart 
from the question which was put it would not* have been open to the 
Honourable Member to have raised any question of a, motion for adjourn¬ 
ment of the House on account of the failure of Government to release 
Mahatma Gandhi or to take notion in that direction—for that is the sub¬ 
stantive matter that he has raised,—it would not him* bet n open to him 
admittedly to raise it hut for the quest ion implvmg a suggestion and the 
answer given to it Now, Sir, had I given an answer asking for notice 
or had I risked you to rule that the question did not .-irise, and you had 
ruled accordingly then I think it would have been vry difficult to bring 
forward this mol ion for tin* adjournment, and tin* men* fact- that, instead 
of adopting either course T indicated that the policy of Government, had 
already been stated and remained unchanged, «s n >t -.ulTiricnf to make it 
become a definite matter of urgent public importance within the meaning 
of the Standing Order. Thr re is nothing new, there is no inw elenu nt in 
the situation. All that has happened is, that my Honourable friend put 
a question containing a suggestion and my answer is judged unsatisfactory 
because that suggestion was not- at once acceded to For these reasons. 
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Sir, I would submit that the motion does not raise a definite matter of 
urgent public, importance within the meaning of the Standing Order. That, ‘ 
Sir, 1 think, completes the submission I wish to make to the Chair. 

Mr. President: lias the Honourable Member, Sirdar Harbans Singh, 
anything to urge in reply to the objection raised** 

Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar fEn.-t Punjab: Sikh): Ve», Sir. The 
Honourable the Leader of the Jlou-a* said that there is no new element in 
the situation which makes the matter a definite matter of urgent public 
importance Wo have all along been told that His Majesty’s Government, 
before deciding on the reforms, would enlist the co-operation of all parties 
in India and then decide the whole question of reforms. Yesterday’s 
answer of the Honourable the Leader of the House shows that in Decem¬ 
ber last w lien the lejnvsmv*. j#«die\ was already started, the Government 
had aiiunimeed that i 1»» y wen* going to expedite the reforms with Congress 
leaders m jail. So I submit, that we had that answer from the Govern¬ 
ment \estcrdfi\, and this is tin* liiM oppurtunit\ when we could raise the 

question «>n the floor of the Hou-e TIn< n all I have to sax. 

Mr. 0. S. Kang a Iyer (Bohdkund and Kumaon Divibious: Non-Muham¬ 
madan Dural) Sir, the Honouribh tne Leader of the House stated that 
the adjournment motion does not arse In cause it has nothing to do with 
the original short uotu e question put b\ m\ friend Mr L.ilchund Xavalrai. 
Sir. tile adjournment motion ot m\ friend Sirdar Harbans Singh relates 
to the liiisatislaetnrx replx of the Honourable the Leader of the House 
in which h» i used the expression “expedit ng of the reforms’*, which should 
ho taken ill the light oj the f»r.ginal short untie* question The Benthail 

circular, .md part iculai l\ flu altitude adopted h\ Government m the hght 

ol that circular t!a * \jiedit Tig oi the reforms becomes ab^nluteL objee- 
fionaide bccaiist of the inqir.sfipim lit of Mahatma Gandhi and the deter¬ 
mination of the Government to continue that imprisonment The whole 
*|iiestvin <a nt unis and tej>r» cvim.ne in the hght of the Benthail 

circular eitrndiaeN a n»*w Mtuttion w h eh tin*. House k t tit it L • 1 to consi¬ 
der, and tin* H iiiotir.ibh* the Home Memht »• and ih** Honoarah e the 
Leader »* ih* lfmi^e will and I hope. Sir \ou x\ II also give due c onsidora- 
tion to this t n'l iliat wi aie n*»t emicerned with anxtlnug moie or less 
than the answer given on the floor of the House bx the Honourable the 
Leader of tin* House The answer is un^atistaetorx because he pn poses 
to expedite the reforms in the light of the Benthail circular and with 
Mahatma Gandhi m jail That Introduces a new feature altogether. and 
I cannot understand how the Honourable the Leader of the Hons-' . . . 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I think the Honourable Member is 
unintontionalh putt ng into m\ mouth words which T did not use. I did 
not sax wo wished to expedite the rebams in the light of the Benthail 
circular 

Mr. C. S Ranga Iyer: K.r, -t i> open to thi- House to take rtv entire 
short notice question and flu rejdx of the Honourable the Leader of the 
House in the light <>t t ho Benthail circular. The expediting of the reforms 
in the light of the Benthail circular with Mahatma Gandhi in prison assumes 
a new aspect which this House is perfect I x entitled to discuss, and the 
question has no relation whatever to the short notice question, but the 
short notice question and the reply have got to be taken together and 
also the supplementary questions put on the floor of the House, which are 
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the property of the House and which were perfectly in order. The 
Honourable tho Loader of tho House did not raise a point of order that 
they were notin order; all these things have got to be taken together, and 
taking them together. I think, Sir, a definite matter of urgent public 
importance arises, namely. the expediting of tin* reforms as suggested in the 
Bent-hall circular y\ itli Mahatma (Jandln in prison 

Hr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Holiimtoola). The question 
winch the (’hair has io decide is whether the first adjournment motion 
which arises out of the reply given to a supplementary question is in order 
or not. The Chair does not propose at tins stage to deal with the other 
motion As regards the question whether the matter is of urgent public 
importance or not, the (Mnur holds that it is a matter of urgent public 
importance. If 2a Honourable Members regard the answer given to the 
supplementary question ns unsntislactory, they should be entitled to dis¬ 
cuss it It is for the House itself to deeide whether they wish to discuss 
an adjournment motion «*n tin reply given to one supplementary nueMion 
or they prefer to dismiss the reply given to the whole question. The 
Honourable the Leader of the House was right m saying that he could 
have raised the issue when that supplementary question wis put. If he 
had done so the* Chair would have deeided the point, but lie did not 
raise it; on the contrary he accepted the supplementary question as being 
in order and replied to it That point cannot therefore arise on the present 
occasion Tin* Chair nitiM therefore hold that the adjournment motion 
is in order, lea\mg it to Honourable Members to decide which one they 
will take up for discussion to-day. As objection has been raised, the Chair 
requests those Honourable Members who are in fayunr of leave being 
granted to rise in their places As not less than 25 Members ba\e risen 
I declare that leave is granted and that the motion will he taken up for 
discussion at 4 p.m. to-day. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi (\< •minuted Non Official) May I suggest that the 
second adjournment motion should be taken up for discussion? Tt would 
be better 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim ltahimtooia') The Chair 
left it to Honourable Members to deeid«* It th**v had not risen on the 
lirst adjournment motion, ihe second would have been put to iheHIouse. 
The fact that more than 25 Members rose in their sent- leads *he Chair 
to conclude that Honourable Members prefer to discuss flic adjournment 
motion arising out of the arisyyer given to a single supph mentary question 

STATEMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE. 

Presses \sked to furnish Security. 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig (Home Member): I lav on the table 
the information promised in reply to starred question No. 54 asked by Mr. 
Lalchand Navalroi on the 25th January. HW2 

I place a statement on tin table. 

The Honourable Member ywl] ob. erve lli.il l he mfui .nation relate,- theperiod up 
to tho 20th January, 1932. 

I would remark with reference to part (tl\ of tlif- (jin-stion that spun in* i»* demanded 
from the keeper** and not the proprietor* of presses 



Statement showing the action taken hy local Governments and administrations against Presses under the Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Act mi 

up to 20th .January, 1932 . 



jj Qm # f The Indian Daily News Heinendra Naiuyan Ditto 

press (15th January, 1932).i Bagchi. ■ 
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Success of Candidates in Accounts Service Examinations. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Membei-): I lay on the 

table the information promised in reply to starred question No. 784 asked 
by Bhngat f'handi Mai Oola on the 14tli March, 1982 


{a) No. The result of Ihe ordinaly branch was 11 per rent of passes. 

(b) The markedly lower percentage of passes than usual this year is ducj to the 
comparatively large numlior ol failures in two very important subjects, viz , the Public 
Work* Account Code, Fundamental Rules and Civil Service Regulations papers and to 
the allotment of giace marks on a srale more lestrirted than in the past. 


Leave for Si bordinatks of the Bengal and North Western Kailway. 

Mr. P. R. Rau (Financial CommismoncT. Railway si 1 lay on the table 
the information promised in rep Is to unstarred question No 124 asked by 
Mr. N. Ji Gunjal on the 4th March, 1982 


The Agent. Bengal and North Western Railway, reports that the relieving st-aff 
maintained is adequate for requirements, and that the suggestion in I b) is without 
foundation 


Allegations regarding Political Prisoners in the North-West 

Frontier Proaince. 

Sir Evelyn Howell (Foreign Secretary »* I lay on the table the answer 
to the supplementary question asked b\ Dr Ziauddin Ahmad in connec¬ 
tion with starred question No. 62 asked by him on the 26th January. 1982, 
regarding “Political Prisoners’ Grievances” as published in the Kastrm 
Timrx of the 18th December 1981 


From enquinri. made it has lieeii found that the following allegation's made in the 
letter in question are substantially incorrect — 

1 Clogging of prisoner *—The allegation is incorrect that any' classe* of prisoners 
have been Hogged on sliglc pietext Flogging has only been resorted to when all 
other means of lestornig discipline have failed and has been inflicted strictly in 
accordance with the provisions of the Jail Manual which are the same in the North-West* 
Frontier Province as m the Punjab 

2 f'*e of ton fitter *—Fetteis are imposed on prisoners in accordance wnth rules 
prescribed for the jmrpose. N<> discrimination is made against any class of pnsone 

3. Diet of pn^o/a r* and W# of vegetable* produced tn the jails- Allegations al>out 
the prisoners diet are liienrmt The standard of diet in the jails is high and quite 
adequate The sale of jail \egetahles is absolutely prohibited and frequent insfiec- 
tion- and Hirpi)*e visits show that the food is sufficient in quantity' and wholesome, 
and that an abundance of \eget.tides grown in the jail gardens is kept for the exclusive 
use of the prisoners. 

4 Estimate of food rhaigrs per h*ad per prisoner .—The estimate of food charges 
per head is incorrect The average dieting cost per head in this province is 0-2-3 
per day while in the Punjab Jails it is 0-1-9 per day 

5. ('om plaint* of prisoner* against the Chief M* dical Officer and their grievances 
about allotment of grinding labour to them .—It is alleged that, hv the instructions of 
the (’hief Medical Officer certain prisoners are required to grind 15 or If seers for a 
period of four months This is untrue. No prisoner is kept m the grinding cell 
for more than three months at a time provided he does his allotted task as laid down 
in the Jail Manual. The maximum task that i* allowed in the North-West Frontier 
Provinces is 10 seers per diem. 

B 
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Taxation in Dehra Dun Cantonment. 

Mr. G. M. Young (Army Secretary): I lay on the table the information 
promised in reply to starred question No. ‘W>1 asked by Sirdar Sohan Singh 
on the loth February, 1982 


The total estimated revenue lot the whole . uiiioiiineut for 1931 32 Rs. 47,430 
But, out of this, onh Rs 4.300 .ire derived from the area occupied hv the civil 
population A very much larger .sum l.s spent from Cantonment hmrls on that area 
The total expendituie on education during the year amounted to about Its. 1,900 
inclusive of a special grant of Rs 1,159 to the District Hoard for the provision of .i 
school room with furniture, for cantonment 1 >o,\s No separate schools are maintained 
by the cantonment uutlumlv hid two District Hoaid "< hooK. and the (lull ha Revs' 
School are aided by it 


THE FOREIGN RELATIONS BILL -mm/./. 


Mr. President: Further ditk'ti^sion of Sir Evtdyn Howell \ nmondmont to 
Clause 2 J 


Mr. C. C Biswas (Calcutta Non-Muhammadan f'rban) I consider 
that the amendment which ha^ been phi pod before the Hou^e by Sir Evelyn 
Howell is a decided improvement upon the clause as it emerged from the 
Select Committee Fears were ex preyed bv lnon than one Honourable 
Member \osterda\ that a now offenee was being created by the present 
Bill If however the House would aeeept- the amendment there will be 
no question of am new offence tit all. The offenee will be the offence of 
defamation, an offence knowm to Indian law ever since Lord Maeaulav 
applied lus wisdom in drafting the Indian Penal (’ode Fnder the existing 
law it. is as much an offence to publish a. statement defamatory of a foreign 
"Ruler or am of Ids relations or m niters as it is to defame an ordinary 
individual within British India, but for practical purposes tile difference is 
this. A foreign Tinier or Ins minister, or a member of lus familv, would 
not cro^s the frontier and lodge a complaint in British India. Therefore 
defamation of such a person practically carries with it a charter of 
immunity from punishment What the Bill seeks to do, especially the 
amendment, if* to take aw’ay that difficulty in the. ease of a foreign Ruler 
who mav be defamed. Ordinarily in a criminal case a complaint may be 
filed by any one, but in so far as the offence of defamation is concerned, 
section 198 of the Criminal Procedure Code has laid down that the person 
aggrieved is the person who alone can lodge a complaint That being so, 


f“That for clause 2 the following he substituted : 

‘2. Where, an offence falling under Chnptcr XXI of the Indian Penal Code is 
committed against a Ruler of a Si;ito outside but adjoining 
India, or against nriv member of the family or against any 
Minister of such Rider and, in the opinion of the Governor 
General in Coiiwi], the maintenance of friendlv relations 
between His Majesty’s Government and the Government of 
such State mav thereby lie prejudiced, the Goierrmr General 
m Council mav make, or authorise, any person to make, a com¬ 
plaint ir writing of such offence, and, notwithstanding any 
thing contained in -section 198 of the Code of Criminal Pro¬ 
cedure, 1898, anv Court competent in other respects, to take 
cognizance of such '»ff"nce may take cognizance thereof on 


Power of Governor 
General in Council to 
prosecute in ca^es of 
defamation which pre¬ 
judice the maintenance 
of friendlv relations 
w J th certain foreign 
States. 


such complaint’.” 
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■any foreign Ruler, as the law now stands, if he feels aggrieved by any 
statement published against him, has got to appear before the Court him¬ 
self and lodge the complaint. Now, Sir, the proposed amendment seeks 
merely to make an exception to the rule in section 19tt in f .i\our of the 
foreign Ruler. If you turn to section 198 of the Code of Criminal Proce¬ 
dure, you will see that a new provi?*o was added to that section in 1923. 
That proviso enacted an exception in favour of certain classes of persons, 
such as minors, lunatics*, idiots, women, persons suffering from any 
infirmity or sickness. In the case of such persons, it was provided that 
the complaint might be filed on their behalf by somebody else with the 
lea\e. of the Court What is now sought to b<* achieved b\ the presen f 
amendment, is that, instead of a complaint being filed with the leave of 
the Court on behalf of a foreign Ruler, a complaint will have to be 
authorised hv the Governor General in Council. I fancy that the object 
nf this Hill might have been attained by a simple .amendment of that 
proviso to section 198. That is all. We are not creating a new offence 
at all The offence is the offence of defamation The amendment that 
adds further before the Governor General in Council decides to authorise 
a complaint, lie must be satisfied that the publication in question is likely 
to disturb friendK relations between Hi* Majesty's Government and the 
Government of the Stale concerned This qm Mion of friendh relations 
has got to he considered onl\ tor the purpose of de. idmg whether the 
complaint should he lodged or not In the Select romrnittee the clause 
,i- di.dtid u.'d. flu- i i« i t m ''•.-•'lei; t|i> ft, «oit That 
might, lead to -mno difficult \ As a matter o: tact, if um look at the 
opinions whirh ha\e I»«*«*n rete'ud r n Mu- H 11 \oii will find it has been 
pointed out !, i] pooplr that il tli s question .is to whether or not 

any publication \\*»uM lia\e the » fTect of pn'pulioing fnendl\ relations 
>>otween Ho Mn)est\'s ( h>\ eminent end a for. ign State, k left to be 
decided in u eon»*t of law, it rreght give ri-.* to vanons complications and 
difficulties Therefore very wisely, this amendment seek** to take away 
that question from the purview of the court- and to eliminate it from 
the composition »»t tin* offence altogetln r The Governor General will 
merely decide f >n these grounds whether or not a complaint should be 
filed An objection w.n suggested m some parts of the House yesterday 
that this might involve the Go\ernor General—acting no doubt at the 
instance of the Foreign Secretary, —acting in a wav not quite impartial; 
in other words, the Go\ernor General might he showing favouritism in 
the case of some foreign Rulers, and not- in the ease of others I do not 
believe that that will he so Hut assuming that that is so, what is the 
position 0 Supposing that the Governor General does not authorise a 
complaint where a complaint ought to ha\e been filed, my Honourable 
friends who are criticising the Rill cannot object if no action is taken 
because their contention in that no action should be taken against any¬ 
body On the other hand, if a complaint is filed, it only means that the 
matter is brought before the Court, and when it Is brought before the 
Court, the only question which the Court will be called upon to determine 
is whether or not the publication in question constitutes defamation. 
That i* about all. and not the other question as to whether or not any 
foreign relations are going to be. endangered. So, T submit that the 
clause as amended in the way suggest oil will meet all roasonabe objec¬ 
tions that can he taken Why should it he an offence to defame a 
person in Briri&h India, but not to defame a person outside British India? 
Why should yon put anv obstacles in the way of a person who ma\ be 
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outside* British India, merely because he is outside British India, and is 
not likdy to come owr to British India for the purpose of seeking his 
remedy? So, 1 maintain, Sir, all the apprehensions to which expression 
was given in the House are utterly groundless 

Then, Si]. if you look at another clause of this Bill—clause 1 — \ oii will 
sec tht*re is an important safeguard. Clause A contemplates eases where 
nn order of forfeiture ina\ be made. If in any such case an order is made 
for forfeiture of the document in question, then any party aggrieved by 
that order has the right to go up to the High Court- That right ia 
secured to him by virtue of the provisions of sections 99A to 99G of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure being extended to these cases Therefore, 
the position is this. If it is purely n prosecution for defamation and 
nothing more than that, the Court will decide that question as in ordinary 
cases. If, over and above that, there is an order of forfeiture, the High 
Court will have the right to go into that question, and if necessary, to 
set aside that order Where, then, is the difficulty, whore is the danger, 

I do not nee No grave question of international law 7 are realh involved, 
unless you say that whether or not the Governor General should authorise 
a complaint to he lodged on behalf of u foreign State is a question of 
international law After all. such as it is. it in not so very serious or so 
very dangerous that we need shy at- that 

Some questions were raised as to the scope of thin clause—that not 
merely a foreign Biller, but members of his family or his ministers have 
also been included I do not see what objection there can he to the 
inclusion of these persons After all, every person is entitled to he pro¬ 
tected against any attacks upon his reputation, and therefore, when we 
are including these perNons, it only means that we do so because they are 
persons who are not likel\ of their own accord to take action by coming 
over to British India There need not he any fear that the w'ord 
“famih” will be construed in such a sense as to include anybody and 
everybody. Even if it does, there need be no objection, I submit As 
my lawyer friends know tin* word “family” lias been interpreted in 
various judicial decisions It has conic to he regarded ns a term of art, 
and therefore there need not he any doubt whatsoever as to the precis* 
implications of that w 7 ord. 

So. on these grounds I think flu* House will lu* w«*11 advised in accept¬ 
ing this amendment in preference to the form in which the clause has 
emerged from the Select Committee. 

Sir Abdur Rahim (Calcutta and Suburb** Muhammadan Urban): Mr. 
President I must congratulate my Honourable friend the Foreign 
Secretary on having found support oof only 7 in what is called the United 
India Party but also in a section of the Nationalist Party. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt (Burdvvan Division : Non-Muhammadan liural): 
He has resigned from the Party. 

l 

Sir Abdur Rahim: T did not know 7 that. In that a fact? Any wav, Sir, 
mv Honourable friend has found support from Mr. Biawns, w r ho I thought 
was a member of the Nationalist Party It is difficult for me, although I 
have also practised as a lawyer for a very long time, to understand the 
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necessity for- this amendment at all. The main object of the amendment 
is that the Governor General should have the power to authorise any 
person to make a complaint under action 198 of the Criminal Procedure 
Code. The reason given in justification of this proposal is that the foreign 
Ruler or his representative in India, say his Consul, would not or might 
not care to go to Court and make a complaint that he has been defamed 
by certain persons who are citizens of British India. I can understand the 
case of the foreign liuler, but 1 do not know why any one representing 
him in India could not conic* before a British Indian Court and make a 
complaint that lie lias* been defamed or his liuler has been defamed I see 
no reason whatever. We have for the purpose of this Act opened the 
Courts of British India to such a complaint, and if as a matter of fact any 
foreign Ruler or his representative feels any grievance with respect to any 
writing in the Press or any utterance in public on the part of any British 
Indian citizen, why should there be any difficulty on his part to make a 
complaint? Once a complaint is made, by whomsoever it may be, the 
whole question is opened up whether the writing or utterance is likely to 
prejudice foreign relations or not. Then, where is the difficulty on the 
part of the representative of any Ruler or a member of his family to 
make a complaint here? If 1 followed the Honourable Member in charge 
of the Bill correctly, I think lie said that a Consul may not know what 
the exact position is If the Consul does not know, surely. it is too much 
on the part of the Foreign Secretary to expect us to accept the position 
that the Government of India are more solicitous for protecting the 
reputation of the foreign Ruler or his representative tliati the foreign 
Ruler or lirepresentative himself This is a proposition for which I do 
not set- am warrant whatever Any person on behalf of the foreign 
[Inlet hi- ('diismI di am otlu: ivprexenla‘i\e--might go to Court and say, 
“Here is a statement which is defamatory which 1 complain of \ and prove 
that his character or reputation is mpm-d In that ca-**e the Court would 
proceed •■•cooling t.» law It is .i \cr\ queci thing that while A’s 
character k supposed to he injured and he is supposed to he detained, he 
should not cane into Court, but somebody els.- the representative of 
another Go\ eminent should conic nto Court and <a\ that in* has been 
defamed, that his character has been injured and that Ins reputation has 
been brought low' Su* I find no warrant tor t whatever It may be 
“himied that the Go\ eminent of India proseciit -n ; a person for defamation 
»» tins vnrt would put the whole matter m a securer position -o far as the 
Courts are crniei rued But suiely the S vretarx or whoever may appear 
mi behalf ot the Go\enior General m Cornu d cannot he ill the same j>osi- 
tion as the person who has been defamed or ins representative to enlighten 
the (murt on the question whether us a matter of fact the article m the 
Press m question or a particular speech has a tendency to lower the 
person who complains about it in the estimation of the public. Surely it 
is that person and that person alone who can best speak on the point. I 
submit therefore that there *s no warrant for the pmpoxit’on which is 
embodied in this amendment 

Sir 1 do not find my friend. Mr Yamin Khan, in his seat He admitted 
yesterday that lie had committed an error m not agreeing with the propo¬ 
sition of the Government m tins rospect—the proposition that is now 
•embodied in this amendment Sir, we on this side of the Hou&e wish that 
Mr. Yamin Khan and his Tinted India Party committed a few more 
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mistakes like that . It was a very grave mistake indeed (Dr. Ziauddm 
Ahmad : “It is a disunited party now. ') on the part of Mr. Yamm Khan 
and lbs parly to commit I ienli/e that lie further complained that T 
did not choose to so to the Select Committee, but it my friend had been 
here in his seat, I would have assured him that my presence on the Select 
Committee would perhaps hu\c helped him to commit more mistakes 
and not hwc mistakes oi this id'.u'.ictei (Laughter) Si»*. the whole 
aim udipciil .is it is. i Diumils ver. I propositions ,,nd I fiiul that them 
‘Tt k.u.iIh r of otlu r aim iidimnis m which objection is tjiken to a certain 
phitiseoloiiy in claiisi* - '-I 11 • loll For iiisinu.v >n\ memb» i of tin* 
famdv of ,i Filler allcgm*. 1 that la is detained would }> t > nrometed b\ this 
Hdl \ow Si» sujipo , m.m Idu jundihai Scion- h'pp-ntd to hr ,i 
membei ot tie- f.mnlv the 1»u 1* * * f'l i»i* * time heme and his , oiiduet is 
criticised .md ' * *» \ \ • r« l\ t I * * * Indi.m hi s- 

Sir Evelyn Howell (Foreign Secret arvP Ma\ I mteiruj»t the Honourable 
Member for a nioim nt’ 1 Hncchm Sakao was never the Filler of a foreign 
State within the meaning of this Hill 

Sir Abdur Rahim: I never said he was I said supposing he was a 

membei n* the l.mnh "t tin Hi.!* i .md sip posin' Ins <*ondu< t about 

which vi ..11 know was ci»t'< l/ed and w*r' mmhK (nticized and his 
character w. t s attacked lie r lie (iiurnor (Jennal m Council would he 
entitled imdtr 11 1 «* piev's.on- ties IbM to lodge a compknnt ot defaina- 
tion 1 .on putt'iijj toio aid a sioip.isu a»p - easy it nu\ be s/ijo* other 

person It nan b»- Abd-p i! bm n • >* p m \ be -ops- Smid' «■ « flier 

It make- iii> difh n nci Hut ‘-opposing m< mhi r o} the faiuilv makes a 
complain’ that Ip- is detained by being criticized in tli.it wu\, then the 
Governor General m Conned would In entitled under this Hill to lodge a 
complaint though tli* < nt'rism mav lie to the effect tliat he is acting 
against the In A interests of the Stat» «'on«*cinc<l and though the Filler 
of that State m.i\ be an extremelv enlightened and cmli/ed ruler Then 
supposing such a publication is dof*miator\- that is Ihc allegations made 
against .i uiemlier of tin* bunilv of i Filler like that—tlien m that case 
su>’elv ties Hill would intdlc the Governor General in Conned or the 
Political T)epartment to mak» a complaint 

Sir Evelyn Howell: No 

Sir Abdur Rahim: M. tuciid tin Foingn Sc<retaiy. -halo - his head, 
but I should like to hear tin* Law Member on that point, d I am not 
correct 1 should like tin* Honourable ihc Law Member to sa\ that .such 
criticism or *uch reflection on such a member ot the family of a lluler against 
whom i}"*n l*- nothing to hi sa»d would not come w'thin Ihc scope of this 
Hill. It most undoubtedly will, as any lawyer would tell the Foreign Secre¬ 
tary I** t hot a position which can he supported tor one moment? It would 
be a most sellout position from ;ui\ poml of mow Of course wc do not 
know tin- fact*- as regards the operations of the diplomatic or flic Foreign 
Department Tiny tune their own policy. That is another matter. Rut- 
from tin public point ot view, it would be disastrous if the Press is going to 
be stopped from making criticisms of that character; and I say that there 
must i>e some object in including thy members of the family of a Ruler. 
If the Honourable the Foreign Secretary agrees to delete that clause, as 
I understand. 
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Sir Evelyn Howell: We are prepared to accept an amendment about 
it — the amendment of Mr. Maswood Ahmad which runs as follows: 

“That. in clause 2 of the Bill an proposed to be* amended by Sir Evelyn Howell 
for the woids ‘any member of the family 01 against any’ the words 'the consort or 
aori or the principal’ be substituted 

Sir Abdur Rahim: Art* tin (lo\enirn< nt «rr*ju^ to accept that amend* 
me nt * 

Sir Evelyn Howell: Ye* 

Sir Abdur Rahim: Then Sir tlu .nmndnunt wishes to pluei* on the 
btaluto tin* \ t r\ wonk of tin oiiguuJ cl.uise. mini* Is. that tli« offence 
would rcsidt in prejudicing tin* m.'iut. n.nirt of friendly rehnium If this 

« mendujent wen passed I take it thu 1 lit s< words would remain. although 
tln*n .u« *11111 ndniciit'* to rich ti* .t o to modify tin language That 

- aia tin r difficulty *n the \\a\ of tin* acceptance r»f this amendment by 
j o ^ tiii- 11♦ »u** I*m judi»*mg im liiiiiiih n.men of lnendU rela- 
t 1 < in- i- iiinb >ni it * di\ \ir\ ion-» language. and I am sore that 
tin < oiirt will laid \ii\ gnat disunity n obtaining dcfiniU f Mil cnee on a 
jv nt of that i*11:*r.i• *t«*1 

Now. S>>- th**-. ,i r« -<-m. * if T la* point- aL'.mnt the ,u*< eptam e of this 

ana ndiiicnt out 1 imbcr-tand that what tin Government wi-li to secure 
to tni- ana mtiix nt i- that the eomplamt mas ht made h\ tin* Governor 
Gnur.ii m t him. d and that to -uJlb i tht mpHi'emt nt< of tin* law. 
Sn. I do not than am (a-** ha- in m m.ide out lor this amendment. 
Then i- no n mid wiiate\ii why th. i.mpl.uni -hould not he made in 
tlu ordinary wa' iaid down m tie ].»y\ Mr Hi-w a- cited the new 
pros iso to -* et <iii FPS ot tlu < niinii ij I'l.Ktiliiir (ode l>s sshieli lunatics, 
allots ,ind Illinois an .nilhori-i ( l to in. 1., eomplamts through ntlu r per- 
s ous I do nut ku»»\v y\he|b,.» s n K\t*J\n Tlowell is \ery happy user this 
argument ot Mr Hi-was hut 7 am sure lie does not think, seriously speak¬ 
ing. that th. re is am analogy between the t\so eases Apart from that, 
tht n i- a y»*rs -enous object mu from tlu point of view of the administra¬ 
tion of m-tin It i- \er\ ditfieult to understand whs we should allow 
<i third per-on in a ra-c of detainafion to ■ oiih lorward and sma . ‘*So and 
m* ha- been defamed hi- character ha- la on injured and lie ha.- been 
brought down in the estimation ot the public ' I ran (juite understand 
thr Political 1). partmciit jmng evident a- reg.ird- the cjuestion whether 
fnendlv rclat'on- bet" i »-n India and any Foreign State are likely to be 
P ejudieed or not Tlu \ has.* knowledge, ot the-* matter- and undoubtedly 
they aiv m a position t., giy( eyidenc** on such a point. Hut whether a 
particular iudmdual ha- been defamed or not. -urelv it is for that indivi¬ 
dual tri complain, and I do not -re am r< .ison why* any Department of 
Government -liould' butt m yvben the person concerned or his representa¬ 
tive does not complain 1 submit fherefoie that this is a had amendment 
and ought not to he accepted. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh (Muzaftarpm- cum Champaran: Non-Muham¬ 
madan)' Sir. 1 have \er\ little to say after the able exposition of the 
subject- by im Honourable friend. Sir Abdur "Rahim Hut I should like to 
add just one or two words Tn the Bill, as it was originally introduced, the 
mere publication of a statement which yvas likely to promote unfriendly 
relations between His Majesty's Government and the Government of a 
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foreign State was deemed to be an offence; but the Select Committee 
improved upon it and made two elements as vitally necessary in constituting 
the offence under clause 2. The two elements were, firstly, the offence of 
defamation, which must be proved by the prosecution to the satisfaction 
of the Court. The second element was that this defamation must be 
with intent to prejudice the maintenance of friendly relations between His 
Majesty s Government and the Government, of the foreign State, or 
whereby the maintenance of such relations is likely to be prejudiced 
These w r ere the two elements which were incorporated in clause 2 by the 
Select Committee. Now, the question is—which is the authority to judge 
on these two points? The question whether a particular offence falls 
under defamation or not. clearly the Court has to decide There wuh a 
difference of opinion in the Select Committee with regard to the latter 
point The majority of the Select Committee held that the second 
element, which is to constitute the offence, namely. the intention to 
prejudice the maintenance of friendly relations, is also a question which 
should be decided by the Court. Bui my Honourable friend. Sir Evelyn 
Howell and my Honourable friend. Sir Lancelot Graham on behalf of 
Government, objected io the latter ingredient in the offence being sub¬ 
jected to the decision of the Court They therefore suggested that it 
should he the Governor General in Council who should decide whether 
the offence of defamation was likely to prejudice the maintenance of 
friendly relations, and so in the amendment which my Honourable friend 
the Foreign Secretary has moved, it w stated that this offence must be 
in the opinion of the Governor General prejudicial to flu maintenance 
of lriendlv relations That is all T would submit that the best judge 
on tin latter point should be tIn- Court We h.iv.* got enough e\perione« 
of th< Executive Government not to leave such mthority in their hands 
in regard to a decision mi such points The other day with regard to 
the Beiig d Criminal Law Amendment Bill we saw that the c\eoutiv» 
authority were \er\ reluctant to place tlu-.r ‘‘imL on the table They 
vorv often go on one-sided evidence, .and in a ease like that the Select 
Committee carin' in the conclusion that tL<• best tiling to do und-T tin 
circumstances w.is t<> leave the decision of the s t < ( ,nd clement that is. 
the intention to prejudice tin* maintenance of friendlv rel ition- to the 
Court to decide M\ Honourable friend Mr Yamm Khan win* was als.■ 
a Member of the Select Committer w i' also of that opinion hut the 
revised edition of lev opinion now u hcfoiv tin IToin- and he save, he 
made a mistake in the Select Committee 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agra I)m-eon Muh mimadan Burall: 
T frankh admit it 

Mr. K. Ahmed (Ibij-halu Division Mnle»min,.d m Burnl): To err is 
human. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: T would ther* fore -ulnnit that no ca^e has 
been made' out for the .substitution of Hu ueen•Imcnt which is now }>ro- 
posed to he made b\ my Honourable friend the Fort'ign Secretary. and 
T beg to offer tuy opposition to that amendment 

Sir Lancelot Graham (Secretary, Legislative Department)- Sir, in the 
first plac?'\ T should like to tender my thanks to my friend. Mr. Yamin 
Khan. Not only did he s< e the error of his ways hut he 1ms publicly 
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•confessed the error of his ways, which seems to me to be a very noble 
action. But, m the first instance, 1 should like to fix the blame on 
myself and Sir Evelyn Howell because we did not press our case with 
sufficient clearness and force in the Select Committee. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: You did so 

Sir Lancelot Graham: I am vers much obliged to my friend, but I 
think it is possible that this idea was put forward rather suddenly and they 
did not see the hill implication of it and the difficulties of the actual 
clause which they adopted at the time sitting in that Committee. There¬ 
fore, T would personally express my gratitude and my admiration to my 
Honourable friend, Mr. Yumin Khan, for the conduct in this respect. I 
am also very much obliged for the valuable support of Mr. Biswas. My 
HonourabU friend. Mr. Anklcsaria, in giving us his support, at the same 
time did not refrain from giving what I might call a backhander. He 
said, we have blundered, groped and govelled, and by a supreme element 
of fortune had armed at the right conclusion. But 1 am not disposed 
•to argil*- with him or <jiiarrel with hun as to how we have arrived at the 
iright conclusion, and l am not prepared to si\ that our first Bill was 
altogether bad But wb.it 1 would sa\ is this we have found that we 
are more lilo l> to g» t this Hill through and possibly, I might say now— 
1 am sorry Mr Mudahar is not present—that we have exercised a little 
ot flint s\mputhetir imagination which we wen instructed to exercise the 
other <la\ At am rate we thought we could get that amendment through 
and we aiv now pressing that 

1 now (<»nh t*» in\ Honourable and learned friend. Sir Abdur Rahim, 
and I must that I find him a \er\ baffling Inend. Yesterday 

he attacked n- \cr\ si veivh because we were making an addition to 
the peii.,1 1 tw of the cumin 1 felt inclined to interrupt bun but I did 
not like interrupting. ,*nd ask him th* n to look nt«» «mr amendment for a 
stint ion hi e.iiisf ..ur .mimdnicnf pet takes out that new provision and 
if w*' earn our imemtment. the Bill wd! uni;.' no addition to the penal 
law o} fht .••■unl>\ Thi prosecution . . 

Sir Abdur Rahim: Then uh\ tins B.U at ad* 

Sir Lancelot Graham: 1 do to a think 1 am going to that point-. 

If we « irr. the amendment to cluM' '1 which particularly lies under the 
Penal Code, ’be «litY« r«*nee would la that a |n r^m aggrieved will not be 
obliged to i ome in person for making bis complaint But the prosecu¬ 
tion will ht under the Penal (’ode ,»nd wdl be a plain prosecution for 
dofamdion. and if will re!\ upon ik to make nut a case under sections 
d00 and non \s f s.od. that to im mind ought really to cause the 
Honourable Member to agree w dli me and m bis heart of hearts I think 
In dees so. ofln ru ise we should not have had this verv rambling and 
confused spe. cb M’om lem tn-d.iv As fir as 1 can make out he asked why 
tin* law should hi eh.in ;ed at all Be -.msc if the Sovereign of a neighbour¬ 
ing Slate is aggrieved h\ some reflection on bis character oi conduct con¬ 
tained m the Press of India lie lias oiil\ got to send his representative to file 
a complaint Ts that actually what the Honourable Member said? If so, 
I do certainly differ from him because the provisions of (section 198 
definitely lav it down that a complaint must be made by the person aggriev¬ 
ed. Does im Honourable friend suggest that a Court would accept as the 
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person aggrieved the Minister or some friend of the RulerV I maintain 
that that would be a complete negation of the provisions of section 198, 
and if there was any doubt on the matter. 1 think it would be cleared 
up by the proviso which says: 

'‘Provided that. \. tlu* |h'Imui wi aggnovnl i*. .1 woman wlio. u< exuding to 

customs and mammi.s ot (In* icuutiy ought nol to Iu* t-ompi*lk»(l to appeal in public, 
or where such person is under the age of eighteen years or is an idiot or ^unatic, 
or from snkness or lnlmnity unable to make a iomplaint,** etc 

Where* i person of on*' ol those classes is tlu* person aggrieved, then 
and tilt n onlv 'some other person may with the leave ot the Court, make a. 
complaint on his or tier behalf' I cannot agree tor a moment, and I 
do not think the Ifoiiouiable Mem her would himself agree* oil reading 
that section again, that a Sovereign from abroad could send a Minister 
•md sa\ the Minister eould act as the pel son aggrieved Hut that is 
what we are going to do 1>\ our Hill 

Sir Abdur Rahim: Send a representative 

Sir Lancelot Graham: No l iidei the law ,i ei>mjil,unt must he made 
b\ the person .iggnexed and that- must be tile person whose diameter is 
taken awa\ It is m g.md m\ Jiuud saxjng tor •nstaiic**. that then* is a 
representative ol Alglunist.m. ,i r< pmsrntatiw «»t Nepal heii who is 
entitled to make a complaint un behalf «>i tin* Hull i That la ing so, I 
think un Jlonomable hand must lealh admit that he entueh ajr* es with 
this amendment The onK Hung lie might would be, "Well 1 think 
the foul! .night t< la k*U in he s.itislied as » > w hetliei this puiticular libel 
affects <»r is Jikt 1\ to ailed the lneiidk ulalion-. ami that is tin attitude 
which m\ Honomahle and pr.ul.cal iiiend. Mi fuyi Pt.isad Singh, took 
up. He said, that is the one point winch rcallv should be the test ol this 
very difficult. ismic as m wlutlwi ilie paitieulai .utic'« was hkek to ha\e 
the paiticuhn effect **n foreign idataais l ha\« no doubt th.it he said 
so oxen after re.uling our minute of dissent. Hut I maintain tli.it that is 
a very d'Hicult issue to be cntiustcd to a fouit, and. indeed not tlu- pioper 
question to be entrusted to a fourt. When the (io\eimm iq ba\e taken 
upon thcm.sei\i»s the bind* n of proving their ease under libel, tiler** is no 
need wliato\ei to impose upon them the additional buideu ol Hying to 
satisfy the foui i on this question <>i the eiieet on foreign relations Kvory 
bodv must admit that m\ Honourable tre nd, SirKvehn Howell. or whoever 
sits ill his place is the person who is loallj more capable than any Court 
of adopting the correct position on that issue and knowing wln-ihej Jriendlv 
relations are lik* l\ to he prejudiced. Not unl\ that, but then «s ibe funda¬ 
mental difficult\ "i evidence being produced m tin* ( onrl likely to have 
that, effect upon the decision ol the fouit Tin* \er\ production ot evidence 
and arguing of the case is. as we stated in our minute of dissent, mor©- 
likely to add fuel to the file and further to prejudice frieiidlv relations 
than if y-u leav*- ij to tin cert iff cate of Government 

Sir Abdur Rahim: Max 1 ask whether it is intended l>\ this amend¬ 
ment to preclude evidence on the subject of friendly relations? Is that 
the object 4) 

Sir Lancelot Graham: 1 am surprised that the Honourable Member 
should ask that question. I do not think there can be any possibility of 
doubt after reading the amendment. 
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Sir Abdur Rahim: Surely that is the object?. 

Sir Lancelot Graham: I submit it is not. But I do not know the 

opinion of my Honourable friend. What happens is this. In effect the 

Governor General in Council cornes to Court and he says. “T am satisfied 
that tin* part'cular aiticle, is going to have a particular effect and 1 believe 
that article to la* libellous 1 lay a complaint of libel before the Court”. 

Sir Abdur Rahim: It i s !oi the Court to decide upon that complaint. 

Sir Lancelot Graham: The Court is to decide whether the particular 

pMi'sun in respect of v. hom lomniaiur k unde hiis been libelled 

Sir Abdur Rahim: A->d " lic t!»• * jh. ndl\ relation- are likeJv to be 

pi< judii*t 'i 

Sir Lancelot Graham: V l do i . -t thud m\ lluicurabi. friend 
.dd ha\r l.Mt in d l<< .1 .My ik-cu ^]unli made by im Honourable 
it *«• 11 . i Mi <»,i \ * Pi.kau u.*! It w in ah plain n>»t only m our minute 

«‘f dis^ti.l but w. haw s. .gin t<- liiakt it }•)«!ii■ m tin amendment which 
\\i pul in -uni I !;.»|>. d I bad >ikitrch‘d making «i piu'ti . Tiie real 
point pi i 11 « i- .i" 1 > w'i\ "li« old <i«.\etni*a nt hr allowed to eoine in a-? coi'n- 
{ lam.ml " I’ln .iMnwr - i*» > •■asr Ibi bavign uiatuais oi Government are 
liable to 1 m picjiidii« d Al; 1 loin-ir ahlt •■in] said. k\ Hk Majesty, 

y " i) . 111 < 1 *m» i.iim ... >. nd lik • t pKNL'Hatlx • \\ * know tlnit difficulties 

would .u im in such ( .im 1 ^ and is a n.atti i ut ;,ut as piactical men we 
i iiiiiii i -it lh and allow st .mourn - to ..npiat in tie- paper- \\l»*n not oiilv 
tin char.icti i o! Hi- A1 aji -t \ -o *nd so jv Ik iii tl affected, but our own. 
pojitica 1 sale!\ . nd oil. i.litm ~ p« b« me \« \ giawh affected, and that 
is win wc claim 1 «> inbivenc and it is hecaust. \\ c know where the shoe 
j inches and \w know tie- daiip i tio.ukflus that we a:e claiming tin* right 
to put a eei i ifie.ite into ( oiu’t . nd t< > iak* tin place oi the monarch who 
lias l>« e 11 did.mu <1 and to discharge hofow iln Court the burden o*' proving 
that tb.it ji.irtniil.il nu*n..ri b lias Ik t u d* .aim d On these grounds, Sir, 
l support the amendment 

Khan Bahadur H. M. Wilayatullah iCmtr.d Provinces Muhammadan;: 

1 use to oppose i he .mu ndnu nt which has In { u moved by the Honourable 
the 1* -reign Seen tarv -uni ilif* what l hn\e heard just now' iroin my 
Honourahle inend Sir Lancelot Graham 1 particular!v oppose it. The 
object ot the amendment is to disprus,. with tin* necessity of proving that 
the amim d h\ publishing a o’ff.iin article held to he defamatory. intended 
to prejudice tin e\.-teiicc nt hiendly n la lions ht tween t lie British Govern¬ 
ment and 1 he fnroiLii State concerned Wht n i prosecution is instituted 
h\ the Government of India it will carr\ with it the presumption that the 
accused had Midi an intention. 

Jt will often he difficult to decidi beforehand how far tritiusm of a 
particular measure will lie Heated as fair and reasonable, and at wh&jb 
stage tbe author ol such an article will be considered to have overstepped 
the proper limits making the artu le defamatory and punishable under 
clause *2 The amendment if embodied in the Act will place a great 
handicap on the accused inasmuch as, the presumption of the guilty inten¬ 
tion on his part will always weigh heavily against him and he will be 
unable to rebut it to the satisfaction of the Court, and prove that, in fact,. 
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he had no such intention. Just, now my Honourable friend Sir Lancelot 
Graham has said that all evidence on that point would be shut out. That 
will be very unjust, and 1 do not think it will be a fair trial at all if the 
Government of India are to be the sole judge as to whether there has been 
anything which js likely to prejudice tlu* existence of friendly relations. 
In the circumstances it is very desirable that, the point should be examined 
also b\ tlie Court tor otherwise there will bt nothing in the case except 
that there was an article, that it was defamatory and that it \vn s published 
by a certain person. In order to decide whether a man lias been really 
guiltj or not, it is always necessary to ascertain exactly what his intention 
was when he committed the act. Ain presumption of guilty intention on 
his part will he practically to prejudge the case against him, and it will 
place him in an exceeding!} unfavourable position from the very com¬ 
mencement, of the trial. 

The offence constituted by clause 2 of the Bill is new in our legal system. 
Such offences have been and will be few .md far between It would there¬ 
fore he undesirable to frame the law in such a manner as to give an im¬ 
pression that the object of the Government u not so much to punish the 
‘Offenders as to stifle the public \oice Indians, whether Hindus or Muslims, 
have connections with their brethren in the adjacent countries, and they 
feel for their co-religionists or for their countrymen it the} are subjected 
to harsh, unjust or disemnmator\ treatment in foreign States. It is for 
this reason that the Bill ha*- been eonsuh-ved 1>\ a large serin in ot tin- 
people .is a piee«* ot imuelroiin legislation and it is \ cry necessary that 
the Go\ eminent should proceed with gieai caution it thr\ leally ha\e any 
regard for the feelings ot the people ot tins minim The Honourable the 
Foreign Sorretan ha- guru an as*uir.<n< ** m hi- -p«*ei h that religious con¬ 
troversies will not cimie undei ♦he pur\ u*w *.t tin- Bill Thai is all right 
Hut I would like to point out that then i- no elau-r in the Bill it-elf to 
this effect Beligiou- and political i|iie-tinii- "lien <»\eilap each other amt 
they become inteimi\.*d when cont 1 ■ u ei-a*- Mueli d< pends on the 

point of \iew from wlneh a pa**t wii’ar .|iie-ti<m ■- lot.lmd a 1 \ man with 
a genuine gn, \ me, m i\ *jo >• ih, Pi*— t,. • nlist publa- -\mpath} and 
support and lie in," * ' ep in *n. ,, ]ii ibl it di-i*io-nr. >t tlu enduct oi polic\ 
of the loreign Hub r m tegard lo a m.ittei ot laihlu mien -t .md importance. 
The author of thr aiticle i> i\ d<. all :h - with h*«w.-oe\ei an liinoei nt inten¬ 
tion. y *1 moliNe- rit nn-cliiet w 11 1 m attributed t«i him ! at hi- Inal there 
m the legal presumption ag.un-t Inii lie will 1*,* giv.iiK hmdicapped 

Sir Lancelot Graham: Th»n* is n* legai pr»-nmpti ,n under tlie section. 

Khan Bahadur H. M. Wilayatullah: It w i- pi-t *'.ow said by mv 
Honouraljle ftieiid Sir Lancelot Graham that tIn point whether the accused 
intended m fact t“ prejudice the existence <<t friendk relation- or not, 
between the British Government mid the fon*ign State will not be a ques¬ 
tion for the Court to decide There will he the presumption against him. 

Sir Lancelot Graham: \o. Ihcre is n.. presumption against, him. because 
he is not being tried for that He i- being tried only for libel, and libel 
-as laid down in the Penal Code 
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Khan Bahadur H. M. Wil&yatullah : As I pointed out in my speech 

at Siriilfi in September last, if the liiiler of a foreign State proclaims him¬ 
self as the Caliph of the Muslims an Indian Muslim may subject this action 
oj the lluler to severe eiitieism. H< may even point out defects in his 
chiiiaeter which 111 liis opinion unfit him for that high and exalted office. 

It will not he denied that ihe author of the article had' not the remotest 
intention of prejudicing the friendly relations between the British Govern¬ 
ment and that llnler. In my opinion, in such a case proof of mischievous 
intention on his part is absolutely necessary before lie can be held guilty 
of an offence which he never dreamt of. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: Does it not come within the purview 
of religious criticism if a man proclaims himself as Khalifa? 

Khan Bahadur H. M Wilayatullah : h is not excluded anywhere in 
the Hill There i< no elausi showing what eases will be exempted and 
iorm exceptions To piesume that he intended mischief involving inter¬ 
national trouble will be to contuse all the boundaries of crime. Surely 
you must draw .1 Inn- where mischief began; and to presume that because 
lie published an article, lie intended mischief of an international character 
is, I think going too tar and indeed such a presumption is not justified. 
There me seu-ml shrines at Meshed which are held m great reverence, and 
v,sited by thousands of people from this country. Suppose they are 
touched under a wave ot reform, or theiv iral.fs are confiscated or improper 
. xaetious are U vied horn the pilgrims Do tie* Government of India expect 
that th« Indian Muslim -hah remain i\niet and not agitate about it 4 ? And 
■i tliev do agitate, liu.uisc tiler* i s no elaus« in the Pill to the effect that 
anything will hum an 1 xeeption n will he said that his intention was simply 
t< bring tin relations uf tin* (io\eminent »f India vvitli the foreign State 
to a hie,iking point That is at least what T understand ftoru the wording 
»r the Bill It ha- hem drafted w ith great eare hut it does not satisfy me. 

] have done judicial woik lor manv years and. tor that reason I read it with 
great can I found certain things wanting Xn term has been defined 
in the Hill Tlic Hill is ,.n extraordinary pace <»f legislation, and conse¬ 
quent 1\ pe.»p|i an* \ei \ suspicious about its effects For this reason if, w r aa 
vehemently < ppo^ed at Simla Clause *J is the only operative elause in it, 
and it wav. Eighth modified hv the Select Foil unit toe. The proposed 
amendment will take av\a\ the onlv relieving feature of the Dill: and if 
passed, the legislation will he laid to he ver\ arbitrary and perhaps even 
0110 -sdt d because whenever a prosecution is instituted, it will be sure 
that there will he a conviction When there u an article and it. is held to 
I • defnmaton and it has been published the case will he sent to Court 
only to fix the idenfitv of the author Other matters such as a guilty and 
mischievous intention m the pari of the man need not he proved because 
they arc alreadv presumed against him from the very beginning 

Sir Lancelot Graham: It. is not so 

KhAii Bahadur H. M. Wilayatullah : It is a piece of unusual legislation 
and it is necessary that the burden of proof on the prosecution which is the 
onlv safeguard should not he removed from the Dill especially w r hen people 
are verv suspicious about it. 1 would therefore recommend that it should 
I»e w’orded in such a manner as to inspire confidence in the minds of the* 
public, and used only with the greatest caution. 
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The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter (Law Member): Sir, 1 find there 
is some misapprehension with regard to the scope of the Bill. What does 
Sir Evelyn Howell’s amendment meanV For the sake of brevity I will 
use the expression “foreign Ruler" to include all the categories in the 
amendment. All that the amendment means is this: as soon as a defama¬ 
tory article or a defamatory speech is published or made against a foreign 
Ruler, instead of compelling that foreign Kuler to come and lodge an in¬ 
formation, the Governor General m Council may lodge the information; 
with this proviso, that the Governor General in Council should be of the 
opinion that such defamation is likely to prejudice friendly relations. That 
is all that the amendment means Therefore it will be a simple case of 
defamation, and the three elements of defamation will have to be proved 
in Court The tlu^e elements as Honourable Members are aware, are 
first, imputation, second, publication of the imputation, and third, wrong¬ 
ful intention or wrongful knowledge These elements will have to be 
proved in order that \ou ran get a conviction lor defamation. You must 
prove that something dclamatorv ha> been imputed You must prove 
that that has been published and vem must also prove that that was d< lie 
with wrongful intention or wrong!ul knowledge. 

Khan Bahadur H. M. Wilayatullah: W.ll all those cm options ‘ipplv hero 
also? It the writer sa\s that tl-» matter k :mii and tli.it ;t u,.- done in 
the public interest would *ai« h a de»ei„*. lx adm.s'ihlo ’ 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: All the .pt»mi- • ome in tor 

instance an imputation m,n affect .la* 'haruettr ■»: a poison It *t be 
true or if it he bona fitlc criticism >r in tie* public mtciesi ihai the 
criticism was m.uh . .-11 these d’dciict ^ will he .»v.i*!u 1»!»- io the acmiscd In 
order to be defamation it muM h, m-fam.-dimi .v'tbn the nie.miug oi sec¬ 
tion 409 of tin* Indian Finn! C<>ih i king all tin ■■ cepti >\\^ of seel ion -I0S* 
All that the amendment k tl .^ ri * nut e«nnp ! .i foreign Unler lw 

come and lodge a complaint m Jlnti-b In.ban Comiv That is all, and is 
a safegu >rd there is a proviso that tie- <m\cr»»m imiierd in Council will 
not lodge a prosecution unless lie is uf ipmmn that such defamation is 
likely to prejudice the relations between the two countries 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Who j-, to he the judge” 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: The Governor General in Coun¬ 
cil. And that is the law in England also That is what- 1 want to point 
out It is implicit m the defamation of a foreign Ruler that friendly rela¬ 
tions will be disturbed. I wish to read one passage from Lord George 
Gordon’s case, who defamed the Queen of France and the French Ambas¬ 
sador. The learned Judge, addressing the accused said * 

"It was highly riece.^sarv that the governing power- of this country (that is. 
England) should take upon themselves the prosecution of ho daring an offender Other 
nations (who do not know how much the greatest of all blessings, Lilierty. and parti¬ 
cularly, the Liner tv of the Press may he perverted in the hands of wicked men), 
could hardly be induced to believe that su< h daring and atrocious publications as yours 
could ever go forth into the world without the connivance of that State at least in 
which they are published ” 

Therefore it conies to this: that whenever there is defamation of a 
foreign Ruler, the implicatoin is that the State in which that publication 
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.is made is conniving at that defamation. That is the implication and it 
is upon this principle that the la w has been stated in Russell in tfiese 
torn is: (I desire Honourable Members’ attention to the wording.) 

“Upon the ground that malicious and scurrilous 1 ejections upon foreign sovereigns 
or their representatives may tend to involve this country in disputes, animosities 
and warfare, it has fieen held that publications tending to degrade and defame such 
persons aie indictable.’* 

The whole point of the indictment is that the publication has a tendency 
to disturb peaceful relations Disturbance of peaceful relations is 
not an ingredient in the offence. The offence is the offence of 
defamation a*, defined m section 49$ of the Indian Penal Code. 
All that Sir Evelyn Howell’s amendment \s seeking to do is this: 
that instead of compelling a foreign Ruler to come and lodge his com¬ 
plaint. \<>u authorise the Governor General in Council to lodge the com¬ 
plaint provided the Governor General in Council is satisfied that that 
particular defamation has a tendenov to disturb peaceful relations. That 
is all: nothing oNe Therefore, Hu- alarm which has been expressed in 
tlii'- JIoum over ilns iiiiioiMioiis Dill i^. difficult for me to understand. Thera 
is ladliniu alamniJLr m it. not lung dangerous m it If, as m\ Honourable 
inend Dr /juuddm asked vcsterdax. some foreign Ruler on account of 
his pohr; touaids religious institutions, ho criticised m tbi> count m, then 
will tli'- person unking that entu mu hi liable under the Act’’ It all 
depends on wlc-tbc*' il ai>n»mUs t<. detain.'taai m no* If n be h<wn fulc 

criticism In tin* interest- ni the Muslim community as a whole, tlien cer- 
t j« n 1 1\ i fi.fi w ni'T or sp rc ik» r will come under tIn protection of the F.jrcp- 
huH* t<» si-ei mu it will not be defamation Rut it it is doiamation, 

then tin* G<.\. nior General m Council has still to consider its probable 
♦ 'fleet 11 i-, not e\ei\ ]>ett\ defamation on winch the Governor General 
in Council will take actual but it it be defamation of such a character 
that it k likdv to disturb triendk relations, it is only in such casea the 
Governor General lti Conned will autlmrke prosecution That k all the 
amendment sa\s Win there should be this alarm I cannot undo 1 wit. 
We are bringing the law into line with the English law fn the English 
law all that \ou need say is that there is defamation of a foreign Ruler, 
and it Is implicit in such defamation, that friendly relations would be dis¬ 
turbed , b As T have said it is not every defamation by an obscure publicist 
which will come under the mischief of this section because in every i nse 
the Governor General in Council w ill . . . 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi (Burma- Non-European) In England who 
decides this point 1 ’ 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: It is the Executive Government; 
and if im friend Air. Munshi w-ere to look up the form of indictment, he 
will find that there is only one averment in the indictment, that the publi¬ 
cation is defamatory of the foreign Ruler: that is all. Who decides that? 
Whether it is defamatory or not will of course he decided l>\ "lie Court; 
hut. whether to launch the prosecution or not is in the discretion of the 
Executive Government*. In England it is in the discretion of the Execu¬ 
tive Government when the Attorney General should lodge the information, 
and it will bo in the discretion of the Executive Government here when to 
launch a prosecution. Onoo the prosecution is launched, you will have to 
prove vour case up to the hilt. You will have to prove wrongful intention 
and knowledge; you will have to prove imputation and you tvill have to 
prove publication. 
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Khan Bahadur H. M. Wilayatullah: What can the defence be in such a 

case ? 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: The defence m such a .-use may 
well be it is bona Jule criticism: it may well he that it is true; justifica¬ 
tion may be a defence; the defence min well he that the criticism was 
made in the interests of the community. There may be hundred defences. 
All the defences which are now available to a person prosecuted for defama¬ 
tion will }>e available to the person who will he prosecuted under this 
Act. Therefore, I submit that we are doing nothing new and nothing 
dreadful; and the House need not he alarmed at this simpli 

Sir Abdur Rahim: Supposing the publication was made riot with in¬ 
tention to prejudice foreign relations, hut in good faith 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: If there he good faith it may not 

be defamation: Exception 8 of section 499, or Exception 9 will protect the 
writer .... 

Sir Abdur Rahim: That comes in ab an element of tin offence 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: Thib is an element in the offence 

of defamation. As 1 said, there are three elements in the offence there 
must be first of all imputation; there must be publication , there must be 
wrongful intention or wrongful knowledge that by surli imputation the 
reputation of the person defamed will suffer 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Then this should be 1* ft u th< Court to 
decide. 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: Of < nurse it will be left to the 
Court to decide. What does Sir Evelyn Howells amendment s,i\ ** It 
pays: 

" 2 . Where an offence falling under Chapter XXI of the Indian Penal Code id 
committed against a Killer of a State outside hut adjoining India 

Now. when is an offender liable 0 When you have proved ig;un<4 that 
person that lie has published a defamatory imputation against .« foreign 
Ruler with guilty knowledge or jjui 11\ intention that b\ surh imputation 
his reputation will suffer .... 

Sir Abdur Rahim. Then both the elements come m ? 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: Not both tin elements, but all 
the three elements come in; the element of imputation, the element of 
publication and the element, of wrongful intention or knowledge on the 
part of the person defaming All these three elements must lie proved to 
the satisfaction of the Court 

You may sav, if you authorise the Governor General in Council, who 
is not primarily the aggrieved person, to launeh a prosecution, then a 
prosecution mav he light-heartedly undertaken against any newspaper 
against whom the Government may have a grudge. T can well under¬ 
stand that, and therefore the safeguard has been provided that no prose¬ 
cution will be launched against anv person publishing a defamatory state- 
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anent against a foreign Ruler unless the Governor General in Council is 
satisfied that by that publication the friendly relation between India and 
the Foreign State is prejudiced. 

Sir Abdur Rahim; Then the whole case is open, 1 take it, in the Court? 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: This opinion ot the Governor 
General in Council only removes a bar. As soon as the Governor General 
m Council comes to the conclusion that a certain publication is pre¬ 
judicial to friendl) relations between India and a foreign State, then the 
oar which is there, that is to say, the bar to a person not aggrieved going 
to Court will be removed, and a prosecution will be launched by the Gov¬ 
ernor General in Council. Once the prosecution is launched. the\ will 
have to prove every element which constitutes the offence of the defama¬ 
tion . 

Sir Abdur Rahim: including the statement whether it is likely to fce 
prejudicial or not 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter Thai i** U‘>t .m * lenient m the 
offence of defamation That is the whole difference Sir. T do not under¬ 
stand \\h\ im friend Sir Abdur Rahim does not see this point In ihe 
offence of defamation that is not 

Sir Abdur Rahim: That only makes our position stronger 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: Stronger or weaker. I am explain¬ 
ing the position The opinion of the Governor General in Council merely 
removes the bar to a person not aggrieved going to a Court, and that is a 
safeguard \nd then omv the bar is removed, it w a plain sailing case of 

defamation; if there a good defence like hnn>i fuh criticism pistifica- 

tion, public interest. 

Khan Bahadur H. M. WilayatuUah: Will it be open to the defence to 
■>,i\ that la* did not intend t<< nrepidie* the relations between India and 
tlie fopML-n Ruler*’ 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: Thai w n«.t in i^ie it all The 

r»u 1 \ issues m the case will he those—is tins statement def«.mutoi . to X— 
tli«' liuler nf a foreign State*’ That is issue \o 1. is-ae \<> 2 did the 
.iccused person nuhlish that defainatorx statement, and Nsiie No -5 will 
he, did Ihe accused person publish that statement with intention to ]o\\o v 
X in the estimation of the public or did he have knowledge that <u r ‘h state¬ 
ment was likeK to lower X in the estimation of the public 0 These will 

he the three issues, and as regards the mutual relations, tlia: is quite 

outside the, scope of the Court. 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: Mr President, as T have understood the 
Honourable the Law Member, the Government of India onk wish to make 
if easier hv this Bill for a foreign Ruler to have a remedx for defamation, 
and instead of making it obligatory on a foreign Ruler to file a complaint 
in the ordinary course, the Government of India would act as the agency 
for a foreign Ruler to file complaints for defamation. Well, if that is so, 
may I inquire of the Honourable the Law Member, so far as he is con¬ 
cerned. whether he has any objection to the amendment of clause 2 by 

c 
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the deletion of the words “and in the opinion of the Governor General 
in Council tlu* maintenance of friendly relations between His Majesty’s* 
Government, and the Government of such State may thereby be preju¬ 
diced”? 


The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: Not in the least. That is for 

the protection of the accused. 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: May 1 inquire of Sir Lancelot Graham 
whether he lias any objection to the deletion of these words? 

Sir Lancelot Graham: 1 think. Sir. that question should be addressed 
to the Honourable Member in charge of the Bill. 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: Before I ask the Foreign Secretary, may 1 
inquire whether S ! ir Lancelot Graham has any objection to the deletion of 
these words from clause 2? 

Sir Lancelot Graham: Personally. Sir. I shall have no objection. 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: Then ma\ I inquire of the Honourable the 
Foreign Secretary whether he has any objection to these words being deleted 
from clause 2? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: I must ho guided by the advice of legal experts. 

Sir Lancelot Graham: Personally, I have no objection, but it is a safe¬ 
guard for tlu protection of the accused 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: If the Opposition docs not want to have 
this saiegiiMid lm iht piotection of the accused, as the Law Member des¬ 
cribed it. would the Government, of India have any objection to the dele¬ 
tion of these words from clause 2? T have not been able to catch Sir 
Evelyn Howell’s reply. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra (Chittagong and Pajshahi divisions : Non-Muliam- 
madan Bural) * They are agreeable What, are the words you want to 
delete? 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: 

“And in Ihc opinion of tlio Governor General in Council flic maintenance of 
friendly relation* bclwecn Hi* Majesty’s- Government and the Government of such 
State may thereby be prejudiced.” 

Sir Evelyn Howell: Did my friend not catch what I said? I said that 
in the matter of the wording of the clause, T am necessarily guided by 
the opinion of the Honourable the Law Member. 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: That is merely for the protec¬ 
tion of the accused. We are assuming a power, that is to say, to launch 
a prosecution for somebody else. Now, it is in the interest of the subject 
that, there should be some safeguard, that we may not prosecute arbitra¬ 
rily; we must come to the opinion that a certain writing is prejudicial to 
friendly relation. 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola): No argu¬ 
ments ran he advanced. The Honourable Member can either answer the 
question that has been asked, or refuse to do so. The question which 
has been n^ked is whether Government are prepared to agree to the 
deletion of certain words, and the Honourable Member ean sa\ in reply 
whether he agrees or does not agree. 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: 1 have objection, Sir, because 
those words are in the interest of the accused person. 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: Tf we assume that Ihe Opposition Benches 
are of the «ame view which I hold that this part of the clause should be 
deleted, would the Government of India agree to delete. . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola) The Hon- 
ourabh Member 1 ^ keeping on asking the same question over and over 
again. The Honourable Member has got replies from three Members of 
the Treasury Benches Will the Honourable Member proceed with his 
observations on the assumption that the Gnvmmiont are not prepared to 
agree to the omission of those words 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: Mi President, in view of this last repl\, 
I must press the contention that the existence of this particular part of 
the clause is objectionable, and if the Opposition Benches are anxious that- 
this particular part should he deleted from the clause, why should the 
Govern n a nt <>j India be so anxious to protect the accused? 

Mr. President: 1 should l'b■ to »i*k the Honourable Member how long 
he is liloR to take. 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: Another 20 minutes. Sir. 

Mr. President: The House will now adjourn till 2-20 p.m. 

The As.rmbh then adjourned for Lunch Til] Twent\ Minutes Past 
Two of the Clock 


The A^sfiuhh re-assemhled after Lunch at Twent> Minutes Past Two 
of the Clock Me President in the Chair 


Mr. Jehangir X. Munshi: Mr President, in the course of the debate 
this morning, before we adjourned for Lunch, it was contended by the 
Honourable the Law Member and bv rnv Honourable friend Sir Lancelot 
Graham that the object of the Government of India, in attempting to 
enact, this Bill, is to afford facility to certain foreign Rulers to file a com¬ 
plaint for defamation, pure and simple, an offence punishable under 
Chapter XXi of the Indian Penal Code and to create an ngenev for filing 
and prosecuting such complaints on behalf of certain foreign Rulers in a 
Court in British India: and it w T as further strenuously contended that once 
the complaint is filed by an officer authorised by the Governor General 
in Council, if null be purely a question of whether an offence has or has 

k o 2 
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not been committed under Chapter XXI of the Indian Penal Code. My 
Honourable friend Sir Lancelot Graham says “Xes”. But in spite of that 
we have been faced with another amazing aspect of the Government's 
position when the Law Member said that the object of retaining those 
W’ords, the deletion of which T suggest, is to protect the accused, and that 
these words have been inserted in the interest of the accused. I do not 
know if the Honourable the Law Member will persevere in this contention 
after further reflection, but if that is the only object, then I think there 
should be no difficulty on the part of Government, to agree to the omission 
of that part of the clause I will proceed to show to the House' how the 
insertion of these words, or the deletion of those words, will road on the 
accused. If the object of the Government of India was only to enable a 
complaint to he tiled and prosecuted without the foreign "Ruler being pre¬ 
sent, that object could have been achieved by the addition of a further 
proviso to section 198 of the Criminal Procedure Code My Honourable 
friend Sir Lancelot Graham has had wide and varied experience in the 
Legislative Department; and if that was the only object of the Govern¬ 
ment of India, he would have drafted and placed before this 
House a Bill to enlarge this proviso to section 198 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code: hut lie has not done so because that was not 
the object But whatever the object of the (ioxcnmicni of India 
may he we have got to discuss this measure in the light of the 
effect it is likely to have on the interests of the accused for whom the 
Honourable the Law Member has expressed much solicitude (Laughter 
and Cheers.) 

It lias been made clear 1>\ Sir Lam clot Graham and a No by the 
Honourable the Law Member that the Court winch proceeds to deal with 
thic complaint shall presume that tie- maintenance of friendly relations 
bet wetn His Majesty s Government and llie Government of such State 
might thereby be prejudiced Gmt rnment are .i-hine the Court t<- make 
an irrebuttable presumption 

Sir Lancelot Graham: No 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: T repeat tliai bv GiN clause as it N worded 
in inv Honourable triend Sir Evelyn Unwell's amendment Ibe Court is 
bound to presume that that particular pibheation is likely to picmdicc the 
relations of 11 k Majesty's Gourmnent with the foreign Cimemmen! Sir 
Lancelot Graham shakes his head and says il is not so 1 \ii!l now refii* 
him to another amendment tabled by the Foreign Secret an ..mendment 
Xo 22 • It reads as follows : 

“That in cImum* 3, .I", renumborod. f«»i iln> mo<K ‘in up>t*< I >,| whiih any (hm 
son is punishable nmlci si-Hmn 2’ flu- \\owK ‘ulmh i- I.nii.ifoi \ nt ;i Rulpi of 
State outside but. adjoining India, or of any member of tho l.umly or of any Minister 
of such Ruler and tends to preuuliee tin* nminteminee nt hiptidb lelatious between 
H is Majesty’s Government and the Government to smb M.iie' be substituted." 

T do not know if Sir Lancelot, Graham still adhere^ to his contention that 
this factor will not be brought before the Court Now, Sir, if the Court 
has got to presume—it is an irrebuttable presumption that, the accused 
has already committed an act, the effect of which is to tend to prejudice 
the maintenance of friendly relations between His Majesty's Government 
and the Government of a Foreign State, then a very important question 
arises, what happens to the Exceptions to section *199 of the Indian Penal 
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Code? I will ask the House to bear in mind clearly that by this enact¬ 
ment the Court is definitely bound down to this irrebuttable presumption. 
Now, let us examine the exceptions and see how they affect the interests 
of the accused. I do not propose to take the House through all the ex¬ 
ceptions. T shall take only three exceptions and confine my observations 
to thorn. The first Exception to section 490 of tlx* Indian Penal Code 
reads as follows ■ 

“It is not (lcfanmtion to impute aii\tliiii£ wlnrti is irui* < «•»< mum; any person, if 
it be for the public fjood tb.it tin* imputation should be made or published. Whether 
or not it is for the public good is a question of fact.’' i 

1 i ' 

Now, I ask tin* House to imagine the* position of tlic unfortunate accused. 
If the accused pleads that it is for the public good, the Court has to 
decide as a question of fact whether that particular publication is or is 
not for the public good. How’ is the Court going to decide this question 
of fact when it is also bound to presume, a presumption which is irrebut¬ 
table, that the publication tends to create unfriendly reflations between 
the two Governments ? It would he v«*r* difficult for the counsel appearing 
for the accused to contend, that although tin* publication may strain the 
relations between the two Governments and lead to war between the two 
countries, ii is for the public good I do hope that my Honourable friend 
Sir Lancelot Graham will give further reflection to this aspect of the 
matter I now’ come to the third Exception . it reads as follows* 

“It is net dcftiPMt ion to «»\pj<*.NK in jot.(I t.ulh .m\ opinion uhattuei lospccting the 
conduct ot fin\ person tombing .m\ publu* question, nnd iespeot iiuj hi^ character, so 
tar as In* ebaratter .ippenit in tha f conduct, and no further" 

Now* as regards the question of "good faith”, it will be very difficult 
for the accused to contend successfully that the expression w*as dn good 
faith wdien the irrebuttable presumption is that he has expressed and 
published something with intent to create unfriendly relations between 
His Majesty's Government and the Foreign State concerned. 

Then we come to the last Exception —the 10th Exception. which reads 
as follows * 

“It is not defamation to convey a caution, in sood faith, to one person against 
another, provided ill it- such caution *be intended for the c<K>d of the person to whom 
it is conveyed, m of some person in whom that pers*on is interested, or for the 
public good ” 

Now* some of nn Honourable Muslim friends sitting on my right* have ex¬ 
pressed grave apprehensions that occasions may arise when Muslims in this 
country ma\ have to sound a note of warning to the Muslim population in 
this countr\ and also to the Muslim population in a neighbouring State that 
a particular action taken or contemplated h\ a foreign Ruler offends or would 
offend the tenets of Islam or the best interests of Islam. Such opinion 
of caution would be for the public good so far as Islam is concerned, but 
how can the accused successfully sock the protection of this exception, 
if the count is bound to hold as an irrebuttable presumption that although 
it is for the public good of Islam and of Mussalmnns. nevertheless it 
tends to create unfriendly relations between His Majesh ’s Government 
and the Government* of the foreign Ruler. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. President, this Bill does create a new* offence, and it is idle to 
pretend otherwise. If it is purely a question of making it simple for the 
foreign Ruler to file a complaint for defamation pure and simple, then 
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there is no necessity ior these words in clause 2. The simplest course 
would be to enlarge the proviso to section 198 oi the Criminal Procedure 
Code. But it will be contended that it cannot be done this session. 
Even if that is so, there is no difficulty in the way of the Government 
of India agreeing to delete these particular words Jrom clause 2; and 
1 have file authority of my Honourable friend, Sir Abdnr Italian, the 
Leader of the Independent Parly, to inform the Guwrnment of fndia 
that if they would agree to delete these part jcukir words from clause 2, 
which l have already read out fo the House, iheu flu* Independent Parly 
would have no objection (o clause 2 being passed alter such deletion. 
Now, Sir, if the Opposition m this House is concerned over tins Bill, 
because serious restrictions are sought to be imposed on I he liberty of 
the Press and on flu* liberty of tin* subject, and d the Oppugn inn would 
not only welcome hut desires that these words should be • matted from 
clause 2. then surely it is not for the (lo\eminent <>t India to persist in 
their present attitude (Hear hear.) 1 think. Sir. the Opposition in 
this House, which consists of a number ot lawyers drawn practically from 
every province, can he trusted to safeguard the interests ot tin* accused 
more than the Treasuiy Benches. Then Sir, ij it is not a iu v offence, 
why* is there a new punishment ° 

In the Bill as it has emerged from the Select Cuinnnlnr el mse 4 
provides as follows 

“The piovisions of 99 A to 99 <J ot the Code ol < ninmai Procedure, 

1898, and of .sections. 21-11 io 27 1) of the Indian PoM Otthe A<t, 1898, .shall apply in 

the ea*e of any hook, newspaper or other document containing maitei m respect- ot 
•which any person is punishable under section 2, in like manner .»■> they apply in the 
case of a book, newspaper oi document containing seditious rnnttoi withm the meaning 
of those sections.'* 

I submit, Sir, that the insertion of this clause create* an additional 
punishment- and imposes additional penalties for this offence; and there 
can be no doubt that fHis Bill creates a new offence and provides for a 

new punishment. Here is the acid test by which tin Government of 

India will be judged, namely. their attitude towards m\ suggestion which 
has the support of the Opposition Benches and more particularly of the 
Independent Party that these particular words should be deleted and the 
offence should bo kept purely and simply an offence of defamation under 
section 499 of the Indian Penal Code, with the punishment provided in 
Chapter XXI of the Indfcm Penal Code; and there should bo no other 
ingredient or punishment or penalties in this Bill (Applaud i 

Hr. Muhammad Azhar Ali (Lucknow^ and F\zabad Divisions: 
Muhammadan Rural): Sir. in this discussion not only religious matters 
are involved but political matters as well. It is to he remembered that 
Muslim interests, in so far as the declaration of the Khalifa or likewise 
is concerned, are bound to be involved in this discussion; and it has 
been shown that if any Ruler of a foreign State declares himself to be 
the Khalifa, or if any matter of a religious shrine arises in any of the 
foreign countries, then both on religious and political grounds the 
Mussalmans of India are bound to write something or to speak some¬ 
thing or to hold meetings. So I do not see where is the reason why 
Government do not insert any exception in the present Bill for those 
matters, just as exceptions and explanations are inserted in section 499 
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■of the Criminal Procedure Code. I see at any rate no force in the 
argument advanced by the Government that section 499—exceptions will 
be quite enough for those purposes; and I am bound to state that only 
political questions have necessitated the enactment which is at present 
before us. The affairs in the Hejaz and other Muslim countries have 
in fact been the cause of bringing in this J3iJl before the Legislature. 
Sir, we also find that the Government- of India arc very solicitous for 
saving the thin skin of foreign people, but they are quite oblivious of 
the fact that the thin skin of their own subjects is being affected. Sir, 
the money that will be spent out of the Indian exchequer on the prose¬ 
cution of Indian (hnusches for tin* sake of the relations with the foreigners, 
will not be in any way compensated by the foreign Killers. My sub¬ 
mission is where is the necessity m these days ot retrenchment tor the 
undertaking of such »*\pcn^i\<* obligations b\ our Government for the 
sake <>f foreigners *» Are not the Government aware that such litigation 
might invoke 1 lie expenditure of hundred'* and thousand** of rupees of 
Government nionev ** Go\eminent should not think that people will not 
defend IlioniM-lvt* or neuspupcis will not come torwurd to save their own 
honour if thev write something about foreign Killers I do not think 
that the question <>1 fr>eiidh rel.itions is ">o much involved in this Bill 
as is the question of suppression and gagging of the Press Sir, the 
change that we find in the present Bill before us and in the present 
clause is not only of words The change of words from “a member** to 
"'any member” has made the scope of the section rather wider. At the 
same time, the word “intent” was formerly in the clause but now r it 
has been r-unoxod and the word “prejudice” alone has been kept in, 
besides other minor changes, and the wav in which the whole clause 
has been put. shows that from Ihe very beginning the Bill was not very 
considerately drafted. Sir, the Government of India have been given wide 
powers under this Bill, and although one cannot say that they will be 
misused, there is at least u likelihood of their being misused. The 
Magistrates at present, when they receive nnv case from the District 
Magistrate or from the High Court, consider themselves in their heart 
of hearts to he bound to presume against the accused, and the presump¬ 
tion there is that that is the intention of the Government So. when 
this thing goes from the Governor General in Council, the Magistrates, 
though they may ho quite honest people, will pay more attention to such 
presumptions against the accused With these remarks. Sir. T oppose 
the motion. 

Sir Abdur Rahim: Mr President, if I mav be permitted by the 
House, T wish to move the following amendment: 

“That the words ‘and. in tho opinion of the Governor Genoiul in Council, the 
maintenance of friendly relations l>et\veen His Majesty’s Government and the Govern¬ 
ment of such State inav thereby bp prejudiced’ be omitted " 

•Mr. Munshi has given reasons in support of this amendment and if T may 
be permitted. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola): Order, 
order. The Honourable Member has already spoken. He now wishes 
to move an amendment. The Chair has no objection to his doing so if 
the House is agreeable. I take it that the House agrees to allow the 
Honourable Member to move his amendment. (Voices: “Yes.”) The 
Honourable Member may move it. 
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Sir Abdur Rahim: T move the amendment that I have already read 
out to the House. 

Sir Evelyn Howell: Sir, on behalf of Government 1 accept the amend¬ 
ment. 

Mr. President : It is on that assumption that 1 am proceeding. The 
House would not have been unanimous if Government had objected to 
the amendment. The amendment to the amendment is now before the 
House. 

(No Member got up to speak.) 

Mr. President: Tin* question is that the following words be omitted 
from the amendment moved by Sir Evelyn Howell: 

“and. in the opinion of the (lovenmi Genera] m Coum il. the maintenance of 
friendly relations between Hi-* Majesty's Government a ml the Gm eminent of such 
State may thereby be prejudiced.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President: Sir Evelyn How ell V amendment as amended, is now 
before the House 

Mr. M. Mas wood Ahmad (Eain.i and ('lioi a Nagpur cum Orissa: 
Muhammadan) Sir my amendment ma\ aKn be allotted 

Mr. President: It will come in due course. 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer ( L’olulkund and kumaon Divisions : 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) Sir it is Uhi late m tin da\ for me to rise 
to ,ism« uii lmsrlt witli tin* observations made b\ the Leader of the 
Independent I > art\ in regard to the objection that had been made b\ him 
to this ameuclment of the Govermnent MV an glad that the Go\eminent 
have agreed to delete those words which the Honourable the Leader of 
the Independent Party put before the* House L\ so doing I am glad 
that the Government have agreed to omit the passage which the Honour¬ 
able gentlemen on this side of the House thought to be not in the interests 
of the accused With these few words. I resume im seat 

Mr. President: The question is that for clause 2 the following bo 
substituted: 

‘2. Wheip mi offence foiling under (‘haptei XXI <>t Dip Indian Penal (.'ode is com- 

. ,, untied against a Rulei of a State outside but adjoining India. 

Power of Governor . •' . 

General in Council to or a K aiIlst arj . v membei of the family or against any Minister 
prosecute in < ase& oi of *ueh Ruler, the Goveinoi (Jeneial m Council may make, 

^udUce^he^naintenanoe f ’ r author,se anv l’ erM,n 1,1 mai ' e - a ^'xnpla^.t in writing .of 
of friendly relations s uch offence, and, notwithstanding anything contained m section 

with certain foreign 1<)S ,,t the (‘ode <»i Criminal Profedim* 1898 anv Court coni- 
States. 

j»ii<*nl i*i other respetts to lake «ogm/urup ol Mich offence may 
take cognizance thereof on such complaint.” 

Sir Abdur Rahim: May I rise to a point of order. There is an amend¬ 
ment standing in the name of Mr. Maswood Ahmad for omitting the words 
“or against a member of the family”. 

Mr. President: Those amendments will follow. The Chair intends to 
explain the procedure which it proposes to adopt after this amendment has 
been disposed of. 

The question is that the amendment which I have just read be adopted. 

The motion was adopted. 



THE FOREIGN RELATIONS BILL. 2817 

Hi. President: The next amendment stands in the name of Mr. 
Anklesaria. 

Hr. N. N. Anklesaria (Bombay Northern Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Rural): Sir, T do not want to move my amendment ! 

Mr. President (The Honourable Su- Ibrahim Uahimtoohii. That brings 
tlie question of the various amendments which appear on the Order Paper. 
When this clause was being debated, the Chair recognised that if the 
amendment was carried, it might prejudice the moving of certain amend¬ 
ments of which notice had been given to the original clause 

The Chair came to tin* conclusion that it would not be fair to disallow 
rdi tlicivr amendments on the ground that tlio original clause had been 
rejected h\ the ITou«<e. and another substituted for it. The Chair decided 
that all amendments which arc relevant to the wording of the amended 
clau^ 1 should be allowed to bo moved Following that decision, the Chair 
proposes to call upon all those Honourable Members who have given notice 
of amendments for alteration of words which are common to both clauses. 

Tin* first .imendmtnt tba* stands on the Order Paper i< that from Mr. 
Wasun,>d \bmad who propose^ that “In clatw 2 the words ‘or against a 
member of the family* be omitted " Does the Honourable 'Member wish 
to mo\ f it ? 

Mr M Maswood Ahmad: No. I do not want to move that amendment. 

Su 1 mg to move the following amendment 

“IIjii in < laus»* 2 of i lu* Hill ii" amended toi 1 h< wml- ,ir\ monibei oi the 
family oi .iiram«i ,ui\ , tin* a\«» iih»* lonsm <>i the * i »m tin* principal’ he substi¬ 
tuted ” 

In no Mpiiiiun the scope of clause 2 Inis not been *<> much narrowed down 
as w< a i.iild li.tvr i*\]ucted t to ba\e been Rather the M'Ope of the 
Bill has bn n widened b\ the Select (*«mmnttee. as the Bill stands especially 
r.tlei tin ..mendment mow'd b\ Honourable friend Sir Kvehn Jlow ell. 
When tie* Bill was introduced, there was absolutely no idea ot protecting the 
Mcmbejs u| the fain 1\ of a Ruler It cannot be denied that since the Simla 
Ses-.mn Mian the Bill was introduced h\ m\ Honourable friend Sir Evelyn 
Howe 1 j notinng new has developed Since then no prosecution has, been 
made, in - 1 }i1 1 u. T lias appeared in the Pres*; about anv State or an\ Ruler or 
am memiu r of the famih or am M nister. Amongst the opinions received, 
llier» is iiu mi i it ion of the members of the famik, because this quo^ti >n wa** 
not before us at that time Wlun this, was the situation, there was no 
jnstificat on for the Select Committee to add this word in this Bill My 
second point is this, the words make the scope of the Bill very wide. 
Cousin* up to eighth or ninth degree can be members of a family. My third 
poult is that it will ho verv difficult for am Secretary of Government to 
certify who is a member of the family of a Ruler or who is not and it is 
ver\ difficult for any office to keep a list of the memiu rs of the family of any 
Ruler 

+ ‘*Thnt. for clause 2 the following he substituted . 

‘2. Whoever commits any offence punishable unde- Chapter XXT of the Indian 
Penal Code against, a Ruler of a State outside or adjoining India or against- a mem¬ 
ber of the family or against a Minister of such Ruler, with intent to endanger the 
maintenance of friendly relations between His Majesty’s Government and the Govern¬ 
ment of such State or wherehv the maintenance of such relations i* likely to be en¬ 
dangered shall he punishable with imprisonment of nther description which’mav extend 
to two years or with fine or with both’ ’’ 
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Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: What about consorts? There may be more 
than one in an Eastern country. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: Mr President, consorts cannot be more than 
one. There are many objections to leaving jn the word Minister” 
without any qualifying words before it. In view of these facts, I move my 
amendment-. 1 appeal to the Honourable Member in charge of the Bill 
to consider these points and to accept my amendment I appeal to the 
representatives of the public that, if we cannot save ourselves the stigma 
of passing such a drastic measure, we should trv to decrease its hardship 
as much as we can. The amended clause would rend 

“Where nn offence falling under Chapter XXI ol the lndi.ui Pon.il t'<.h- i* • om- 
mitt-ed against a Euler id a Slate outride but adjoining jiidi.i, nr .igain-t the consort 
or the son or the pnnoip.il MiniMor of such Euler . .. 

Before finishing my speech I want to sa\ Hint w< arc very sorry that 
some irresponsible papers* in India should have written irresponsible articles 
against the Eulers of tho neighbouring States which we do nof appreciate 
but rather condemn. We have overv s\mpath\ with those States, and we 
do not want to create nnv trouble in those Slaton We want to live in 
friendly relations with Persia, Afghanistan and other noighbnur.ne States, 
and we will bo von glad to sec these countries prosperous. With these 
words, T move mv amendment 

Sir Evelyn Howell: On behalf of Government. T accept the amendment. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That in clause 2 of 1 lie bill «n* amended, for tin words ‘.mv memne* of the 
family or against any’, the words ‘the import or the -.on or the principal' be substi¬ 
tuted ” 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan : Sir. T bog to move : 

“That after clause 2 the following Explanation be added • 

‘Explanation :— 

For the purposes of this Act Aden is not. included in India 

As Honourable Members are aware when the Honourable the Foreign 
Secretary was moving his Bill for consideration in his speech, he mention¬ 
ed the States adjoining Tndia and he gave a list of those Stares but he 
did not mention nnv State which adjoins Aden This w^as practically 
ignored in the Committee and that w r as the only thing vi. ch was not 
taken into consideration. Therefore I move thi^ amendment 

Sir Evelyn Howell: On behalf of Government, T accept the amendment. 

Mr- President: The question is: 

“That after clause 2 the following Explanation he added • 

‘Explanation .— 

For the purposes of this Act. Aden is not included in India’.” 

The motion was adopted. 
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Hr. President: The question is that clause 2, as amended, stand part 
of the Bill. 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 2, as amended, was added to the Bill 

Mr. President: The question is that clause 8 stand part of the Bill. 

Sir Evelyn Howell: Sir, I beg to move : 

“'lh.it, clause 3 be omitted .1 nd 1 1,ium*-< 4 and 5 b<* renumbcied as cltu-os 3 and 
4, respectively ** 

Sir, there are two parts ot edause 8 m the Bill as reported b> the Select 
Committee The iird j>art of j{ la\s down that n<i court mfer-or to that 
of a Pri*ddene\ Magistrate or a Magistrate ot the First class shall proceed 
with the trial of am offence under clause 2, and the second part 
that no court shall proceed to the trial ot am such offence except 
on complaint made l>\ or under authorit\ from the Governor General in 
Council I submit that the* first part of this clause has become superfluous, 
because that is alrcad\ provided for m dealing with the offence of defama¬ 
tion, m winch if is alrcad\ provided in the Criminal Procedure Code that 
no court inferior to the status named shall trv the offence of defamation. 
That pari of the section therefore 's otiose and ma\ be removed 

With n gard to the second part, if you will turn to clause 2 as amended, 
>ou will see that the Governor General ma\ make or authorise am person 
to make, a complaint m writing of such offence notwithstanding anything 
provided in section 198 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, and that amply 
provides for the object which it was intended to secure in the form of 
the Bill as approved In the Select Committee The net result- is that the 
whole clause ma\ drop out as not required m the Bill 

Dr. Zi&uddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions: Muham¬ 
madan Bural): On a point of order: if we accept this# amendment, then all 
the amendments to clause 8 will fall ? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim liahimtoolo Of course; 
if the clause is omitted, how can tlu* amendments stand? You cannot 
amend an omitted clause*. Ii no Honourable member wishes to address 
the House on this amendment, 1 shall put the question. The question is: 

“That clause 3 ne omitted and clauses 4 and 5 bo renumbered as clauses 3 and 
4 respectively. ” 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President: The question is that clause 4 stand part of the Bib as 
clause 3 

Sir Evelyn Howell: Sir, 1 rise to mo\o the amendment which stands 
in my name and which runs as follow s * 

“That in clause 3, as re numbered, for the words m reaped, of which any per¬ 
son is punishable under section 2 the words 'which is defamatory of a Ruler of a 
State outBide but adjoining India, or of any moml>er ot the family or of any Minister 
of such Ruler and tends to prejudice the maintenance of friendly relations between 
His Maj'esty’s Government and the Government of such State* be substituted.*’ 

Tho original intention as regards this amendment . . . 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim llahimtoola): Will it not 
be better if the Honourable Member moves this amendment on the same 
mes as amended clause 2? I will allow him, if lie so desires some time 
to frame ail amendment in view of the amended clause 2. 

Sir Lancelot Graham: 1 do not really see nm trouble in it, Sir. If 
these words tomk to prejudice tlie maintenance of friendly relations 
between Hi* Majesty V (lovernment and the (So\ eminent of such State” 
remain, it is cert.nnlv in the interests of the publishers of those papers 
that they should remain r riu*se are protn'odings which will eventually 
come helore the High Oourt and have nothing to do with prosecution for 
defamation under 409: tliev are proceedings under the Criminal Procedure 
Code which begin with ‘-ection 00A 


Mr. President: If the Honourable Member washes to adhere to the 
wording ho will explain win he wdslios to do so 


Sir Lancelot Graham: The position is shghth complicated, but really 
we might t<» move tliK amendment in the interests of publishers of uapers; 
wo do not wish to have those papers confiscated merely because they 
contain a libel 


Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Bahirntoola): The 
Honourable Member can mow the amendment and cxpl*"" 1 *'»Ho in 

clause 2 tlie words “an\ member of the hiiuilx " ‘ ,, ,lJlj tbn, a n 

modified. the\ Humid stand in their original 1t} ,njst *r" J WV(t 

Honourable Member can move the amendment ;ill( i , J,s clause Th 
and the Honourable Member Sir Lancelot lira hm n * llti that positiQ** 

chance, iurther siip]ileiiient that cxpl.inatioi ’ w hen he £ n 


Sir Evelyn Howell: I move the amendin'ni Jn ^ 
stands and when the further amendments which *-■ i't wi.,0], a 

others have proposed m the* matter come to Woor ^ Abroad and 

behalf of the Go\eminent to accept them * ' ’ XV( ‘ propose on 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: Sir. the t*onsequ< 
also have fr» he made, that the words "am thmii£ ^^drnenf here* will 
against any’' be omitted, and the w’ords “the eon»v. the family or 
cipal” he substituted With your permission. Sir Son or the pri n . 
ment to the amendment *° u ‘ thia amend- 

Mr. President: I allow the Honourable Member 
amendments arc now' l>efore the House. * So Bufj, the 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: Mr. President, the objec 
will not be served if an attempt in made to retain these p*' 16 Opp 08iti 
the principle underlying them in any part of the Bill. V ar Word.e, I take 
it bv common consent in the House, deleted from clauseall reference to 
foreign relations: and T do object to these words btfffig retained in any 
part of the Bill, because they would cause serious prejudice to the 
accused; and our object will not be fully served if this clause 8 as 
framed by the Foreign Secretary is retained in the Bill. Apart; from that I 
hope Government will be consistent in their attitude with regard to the 
subsequent clauses as tliev have consented to amend clause 2 in the 
manner desired by the Opposition Benches. Furthermore, Sir, I oppose 
this clause entirely, because the position of Government is that they are 
only making the offence of defamation punishable as such, by making it 
simpler for a foreign Buler or his consort or his principal Minister to file 
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a complaint through the Government of India under the procedure laid 
down in clause 2 of this Bill. Why then provide for further penalties? 
The accused in a case where the complaint is launched on behalf of a 
foreign "Ruler should have the same rights and should he subjected to the 
same punishment or penalties as he would on a complaint of defamation 
filed by an ordinary individual; and if Government insist on introducing 
these further penalties in the Bill they would be attempting to put a 
foreign Ruler or his consort or his Minister m a higher position m a case 
of defamation than an ordinary British subject- in this country . ( Applause.) 

Sir Lancelot Graham: May I understand the Honourable Member to 
make an amendment n Would be please read out the words of his amend¬ 
ment? 


Mr. Jahangir K Munshi: 1 uppost- the whole elausr Sir 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: Sir in v»ew ot tin tact that clause 2 
has been substantially amended, the last words in the proposed amend¬ 
ment, “tends to prejudice the maintenance of friendlv relation* between 
His Majesty. V (i<»\eminent and the Government of such State should 
he omitted 


Sir Lancelot Graham: On la hall of Oo\« rni»a nt. 1 am authorised to 
su\ that we accept the amendment If Honourable Mt rubers want to 
take out those words w. ha\e no ohject.on. But we do not agree *o the 
whole clause going out If Honourable Members want to move 11 * it the 
words “and tends to pn indici* the maintenance of frieiidU relations between 
His Malostx V Government and the Government* o{ sirdi State should 
he omitted we do not object If the House >s happier h\ that amend¬ 
ment he nj made we have no .ihject’on Sir 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: I move that amendment Sir 


Mr. President (Tin Honourable Sir Ibrahim liuhimt /ola) Ii appears 
1o the ('hair that a suh-tanti.il change has taken place m the Ibil, and 
instead of t»ung to amend elau-es on the tloor ot the House ihe best 
plan would he that the (’hair should postpone the consideration of this 
Bill t-'l tomorrow In the nu .mtnne those Honourable Member* who are 
taking an iei»vo inlrivd .n the re-drafting of these clause- should meet 
Members of Government »nd l.nnj befoie the Tlou-e considered elmses 
tomorrow In the nieantinn. I e.m -all upon the Honourable S.r George 
17 m m\ to move Ijn motion foi (lie eon-Miration o P the Sugar Protection 
7'iiJi I tletdc tli.it will s a v ■ th tune of the House T take it that the 
House moves t.. tin- ihihvIipv (Fermil Honourable Member?, from all 
ihlrtofjhr Un„ s, “Ves V, Yerv well then the further considera¬ 

tion of thi° Bill i*? postponed till tomorrow 


THE &TG \TI IXHrSTPY (PROTECTION! BHX 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Mcmb<r for Commerce and Bail- 
Sir T move Bint Ihe B ll to provide for the fostering and deve- 
lopmenl of the sugar industry in British Tndia as reported hv the Select 
Committee, ho taken into consideration T have been waiting from daj 
to dav and wonderin'? when the opportunity would pome for me to move 
this motion, but until about five minutes n»o it did not occur to me as 
-possible thni this Bill would be laken up this afternoon. 
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[Sir George Rainy. J 

1 propose to bpeah briefly on this' motion, bir, because 
notices oi a number of amendments have been given by Honour¬ 
able Members. Tlicv are all on ancillary points and do 

not affect the general principle of the 13ill, and, when they are moved, I 
shall lia\e an opportunity ol speaking on them at length. At this stage, 
in moving for the consideration of the Bill as reported by the Select 
Committee, it will, 1 think, suffice if I endeavour to explain to the Houae 
the changes in the Rill as introduced which have actually been made by 
the Select Committee In the first place, certain amendments have been 
made in the Preamble and in clause 3 As the House will remember, 
the Tariff Board originally proposed that a protective duty of Its. 7-4-0 
a cwt. should be imposed for 7 years and that thereafter 

for a further period of 8 years, making In year* m all, the duty should 
be one rupee less, that is to say, Rs. 0-4-0 a cwt. The Government of 
India did not see their way to accept the recommendation of the Tariff 
Board as it stood, because ol the practical difficulty they felt m deter¬ 
mining, six years in advance, the rate of duty which would be appropriate 
and sufficient to give protection from the year 1038 onwanU. They there¬ 
fore limited the proposals in the Bill to the imposition of the duty of 
Rs. 7-4-0 a cwt for the hist seven years, but pnoided for a .statutory in¬ 
quiry before the expiry of that period, in ordet that at tin- ptnpcr time 
the rate of duty should he ascertained The general teelim* m the Select 
Committee was, T think, that something more than that was necessary. 
The Committee was not completely unanimous, but then* were a consi¬ 
derable number of Members who felt that it \wu desirable to give the* 
industry an assurance of protection for a longej period than se^eii years, 
and after a considerable amount of discussion, the plan embodied in the 
Bill, as now reported by the Select Committee wa-. adopted What we 
have done is tin* We have included m the Pieamble ot th< Bill a de¬ 
claration that the sugar industry would be protected up to the 31st day 
of March. 1946 The words are. “AVheren* it. is expedient'*.-—here I omit 
certain words— “to provide for the fostering and development the sugar 
industry for a period endin'? with the 31 si dnv of March 1946 }>\ deter¬ 
mining the extent of the protection to ho conferred up to the 31st day of 
March, 1938 and by making provision for the determination of the extent 
of the protection to be conferred for the remainder of the period’*. The 
amendment in clause 3 amounts to this, that instead of merely providing 
that an inquire should be hold, a completely open inquiry as to whether 
protection is still necessnn or not, the Bill now provides that the objeet 
of the inquire shall be to ascertain if the protection to ibo sugar industry 
during the period from 31st March, 1938 to the 31 -4 dnv of March, 1946, 
should be continued to tin* «*\tcnt conferred bv this Act or to greater or 
lesser extent; that is to snv. in the inquiry of 1937 the Tariff Board will 
not have to consider whither protection K needed or not, nut it merely 
will have to decide what is tie* arnouni of the protect»ou required. That 
is the first important change made b\ the Se| ( . ( q Committee in the Bill. 

The second change to which T should litc to refer is the new clause 4 
It was felt by r the Members of the Select Committee that, in order to 
provide against the risk of sugar being imported into India at prices which 
would impair the protection intended to be given, the Governor General 
in Council should have powers to impose additional duties. The reason 
why a clause of this kind did not find a place in the Bill as introduced 
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was mainly this. L have always felt that this power of imposing by 
executive action addition:!I duties is a power which it is difficult to exercise 
wiseh, and which, ou the whole, as a Member of Government 1 would 
rather he without. Therefore, 1 have never cared to put forward a demand 
before the rh»us«# that the executive Government should he invested with 
those powers Rut if the feeling in the House generally is that it is 
desirable that the Government should ha\e these powers—and that was 
elearh the holing m the Select Committee—then the Government are 
read} to accede to the general wish, hut they prefer that the power should 
he content d upon them by the House rather than that they should come 
to the Hous< and themselves ask for it In the report of Ihe Select 
Committee tlare is a sentence which says • 

“We con-idei that whenever the Co\eini>r Oeneial in Coun'il exercises the power 
conterml hv tin- clause*. lie should, as soon as possible thereafter, give the Legislature 
an oppoilimit\ to considei his acium.” 

That i- i ntnvh in accordance with the Government view of what is right 
and proper and on the single occasion on which we have exercised such a 
power, that i< the y>rocedure which we* have followed, and I have not the 
leant doubt i hat that will he the practice which will invariably be 
follow * fl. 

Anotlc'i -.mall change made is this, lu the interests oi the growers of 
sugar-cane powi-r should he given io require sugar factories—that 
is what tla Tariff Board thought—to post notices specifying such matters 
in conticc’ioii with the rates being paid at the factories for sugar-cane as 
ma\ la* (umalered neeessan For that reason, the Select Committee have 
inserted a r ! aiw giving the Local Governments power to make rules to 
give effect :«> this recommendation Government have alwavs felt some 
little doubt to the effectiveness of this measure, but- they also felt that 
this was n-a a matter in which thev should oppose their own view to the 
view ol the member** of the Select Committee because they recognise 
how important it that, if the industry is to be protected, such steps as 
an* pradi* ’hie should he taken to ensure that the cultivator receives a 
fair pru*** l<»r hi- sugar-cam* 

These are the only changes m the Bill to which I think I need refer. 
Bui t’nt r» another paragraph of the report oi the Select Committee on 

which I nu'.ht *»a\ something The Committee considered at some length 
the quest.- n oi the provision of funds h>r research. The Tariff Board’s 
reconimeii'i.*!.on w is tiiaf a sum of Rs. 10 lakhs a year should be placed 
at the d:-p i-,d of the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research, and the 
Select t’onumtiee considered whether statutory provision ought to be made 
for making Mich a grnni In view* however of the many difficulties in¬ 
volved m making a statuton provision of this nature, thev preferred to 
recommend that ihe Government should guarantee the grant to the Coun¬ 
cil annunllv of sufficient funds, to the extent recommended by the Tariff 
Board, to enable the Council to carry out all schemes of research which 
have been or may be finally approved I understand that the present 
position i*- this. The Imperial Council of Agricultural Kesearch are in a 
position fpi'in funds alrejulv at their disposal, to finance the schemes to 
which thev ire already committed. The figure of Rs. 10 lakhs a year is 
not one whk h can be immediately attained, but only by a series of stages, 
and it i« not. until some time after the schemes have begun to be initiated 
that the maximum figure is reached. But although the Council of Agri¬ 
cultural Research have sufficient fund* at their disposal to carry on up 
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till the 31st March, 1933, I gather they would have to curtail their opera* 
•tions to some extent if further funds w ere not placed at their disposal 
•then. What I should like to say on behalf of the Government is this. 
They attacli ven great importance in connection with sugar to adequate 
facilities for research as a means of developing the industry. They entirely 
agree with the view expressed by the Select Committee that without such 
measures tie* whole purpose oi llio protection scheme is likely to be delayed, 
if not defeated, and they autieipate that it will be possible next \ear and 
in future \ear& to make pro\ision which will enable the Oouneil to cam 
out the approved schemes. That is cortainh their intention Naiuralh 
of course, an absolutely binding pledge cannot be given because nobody 
knows what the lin.mci.ii situation is going to be, blit sugar research is one 
of the things on which Government would be ven reluctant to curtail ex¬ 
penditure. because^ they agree with the Select Committee that, if we are 
to protect the industry at all, it is a cry important that the research side 
should be fully developed I thought it right to t xplain the atlitud* of the 
Governint'nt on this important matter 

That, Sir, I think concludes all that I need sa\ m iiiomul' tin- motion, 
and for that reason 1 will bring my remarks to an end 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division Non Muhammadan) 1 rise to '•upper* 
lI k* motion moved by im Honourable friend the Deader of tin House 
Sir. tor mam. main y e.m he will he remembered a^ a great | iotagonisl 
of protection As TVe^idi nt of the Indian T«inff Boaid, la inaugurated 
report wherein protection was gi\en to steel, and he is ending his career 
by | 1 1 >t 11 1joii to Migar l do n-*1 lamw whetlar the viin ,ssor ot 

my Honourable friend--we understand Sir Joseph Bhore i^ going to be 
Ins success»r- will be allowed lo <ntroduc» . number n* protective 
schemes for Indi.ni industias as v c*. the g»>«»d 1 1 ., k u t m\ Honourable 
friend Sir Hi urge Emm. Th.it Inis \ct to he m hut them 1..*v.• been 
ominous clouds 

Ihe (’oiMili.Um t otnimtUM*. where I kimw tm a tact that tin* Indian 
industries and Indian commerce were not represented, have come to a 
decision . . . 

Mr. N. M. Joshi (Nominated \’<»n-( Hficah Win was not the lepiv- 
sent.itive there*.' 

Mr. B. Das: My Honournlde lVund Mr doMn knows win tin rrpiv- 
s(‘iitati\e oi the Federation of Indian t’hambers of < otnincrco and Industry 
wn« not there. . . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sb Ibrahim ltrilnminola) f uif.-i. order. 
’The (’hair overlooked the fact lhal there k an amendment !»>r postpone¬ 
ment. which must take precedence. 

Mr. E. F. Sykes {Bombay : European;. Sir, J move that the considera¬ 
tion of the Dill be postponed to the September Session. 

As there is no need for preliminaries in a matter of this kind. I shall 
proceed straight with the reasons why I want this Bill to be postponed 
to the September Session. One is the very familiar argument that Gov¬ 
ernment are bringing forward important legislation at the fag end of the 
session before a tired and depleted House. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: 1 should like to point out. that T 
introduced this Bill at the beginning of the session. 
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Hr. E. Y. Sykes: Sir, I will not argue with the Honourable the Leader 
of the House. T will alter my expression and sav “continuing legislation’ . 

This legislation, as indicated by the Honourable the Leader of the House, 
was initiated somewhat early in tin- session The report of the Tariff 
Hoard, oil which this Hill is based, was published about the time of the 
Budget last \ear Session after session passed and no Jiill was brought 
forward On the 80th January the Government Resolution was issued and 
on the 8rd February the I>iJ1 was introduced and on the lib February 
notice was given that on the (1th the Hill would be lehnvd to a Select 
( omnuttee. A good many Members attend Ibis House at considerable 
nronvemence to t hemsrlvo.s and ha\e to make their aitangi merits to 
attend to ilcir own affairs as best tiny can Some oi us had uhcadv tixed 
ill* our business lor that day w lueli we were unable lo post pom and were 
not able to be presenl I thmb. Sir, you will -ee that the opportunities for 
discussion ot this Hdl previous to this occasion wen very -mall III Hie 
• •msc nf a Hill which dealt w itli steel or galvanised wire or other factory 
product, this objection may not. have much f* rue because we would be 
den bug with Industrie- that ale moderately well organised and winch have 
the* ivguhr oigans «*i expo -sum ’Fh-s Hill, as you aie aware, deals 
with the -u ,r :ir indu-m .»t winch I m.i\ '•ay tin greater part consists of 
*:nie growei*• and «/»/r makers A- everybody knows, there is no organisa¬ 
tion wh«it<\er covering 11 it- win h of these two groups Among cane 

grower there an* ma* oi two loial associations but of nur makers 1 have 
ne\* r heard of any association although the nur ndiHtry deals with about 
8 million tons \uw, Sir. can vou imagine that i; v\>'l lie pns-ihle ior 
amb d' to enlh'ct the \ icws i►f tin* gm makers between tlie 80th January 
and * 1 1 ■ Oth February ■’ Indeed. Sir. I ma\ ash whether it would bo 
po--ilile to lullcii it between the 80th January and tin 80th ot March. 

I nr. -ell' have made -oim small effort m ties dinetmn. \ have endea- 
Msued to ascertirn their opinion. T mav say, with extraordinarily small 

... ,"id 1 advance this tor the consideration of the House as the 

nrncipaj iiumhi vh\ the Bill should he postponed to ihe Simla Session. 
’Billing the session Members of this House who i, durallv have rppmtuni- 
ties for familiarising themselves with the Bill and the views of tin* industry 
nv not in a position to move about to ascertain the opinion in the country". 
T*»tween now and the September Session tiny will have the<e npportuni- 
ties. and I am ipute sun* that everv one will endeavour t«* ascertain how 
tin* Bill is viewed in the country and bring th-v-e onin mi- h.wh to the 
House, if the Honourable Ihe Loader of the House will allow it to be once 
more brought heh re ibis Assembly 

These are considerations extraneous to the suhstamv of the B !l. but 
if tlie House will hear with me for e short time. I \vd] go inti* the 
details i»f the Bill and the House will find that there are matters in the 
Bill itself which call for verv much greater consideration than thev hav 3 
hail -o far The tirsj occasion T came to ibis House was the occasion 
"•hen the I'mt Protection Bill was introduced, that is in June 10:>4. f 
have since seen all the protection Bills that have been brought forward, 
and T have studied them with special diligence The earlier reports of 
the Tariff Board w«*re of great interest to us The suhvet win new to us 
and we took a great dial of trouble to midm-tand the nhn« of the Tariff 
Board and the poliev of the Government which was founded on it. There 
is one feature in Ibis Bill which distingifshes it from all the ether Bills 
that have been brought forward to protect industry in this cornu iv. Tn 
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all the other Hills tlu* fair selling price has been ascertained by referenc'* 
to actual conditions and the amount of protection has been determined 
accordingly and in susbeqneiit Hills,—1 refer particularly to the steel 
industry,—when it has boon found that improvements in management or 
changes in price of materials have made it possible to manufacture 
the article at lessci cost, the protection granted has been correspondingly' 
reduced. Iti fait 1 have heard one frivolous person remark that when 
we lu\e fin lulled with the steel industry, \u> should haw* trained it to live 
on a straw a day That merely shows that the Tariff Hoard in those days 
were wry anxious that no expense should be caused to tin consumer m 
excess ot what was necessary to give the required protection in tin 
industry. Su, you will have noticed in this Hill and in the report on 
which till'- Hill iv founded tine the lair selling pi ice nt retim'd sugar '*• 
determined not by the costs * Inch an* demoiistr.ihly being incurred l>\ 
the indiMry. at the present time hut on a purely hyj.othetie.il basis ^ < o i 
wall have noticed that m tin* chapter dealing wnh the fair selling price, 
thi i report first ol all proceeds to ascertain the lair sell.ng pnee oj cane 
and the\ do so by an elaborate detail of costs Those Memheis ol tins 
House who are familial with agricultural costs will 1 think agree with me 
that tins method *s full ol jutlalls Only the din r da\ 1 was leading 
the Ifepor’ of tin Central (olion Committee, and found that flu* latlei 
ha\e hee-n way anxious f<, ascertain the cost oj production of different 
cotton*, m different area*, hut m then repoit the\ stated that they did not 
consider it possible to ascertain the cost of prodia t mn of motion separately 
troiu the other costs of thus* crops wlm-li would nsiialh h< > u(1 1 \a 1« «{ in 
the same rotation with them 

\i vert holes** the T.intt Hoard pnw* eded with the •sfimatinii ol the 
details nt cost and arn\cil at the iigun "I H .mn^ per mauml *- the tail* 
selling pure ol sugai cane and Iruin this they loimafly deli i 1 Mined tin 
Jail* selling price of maimiaetur« d sugar Hut 11»i- nnpum w a . madi I 
think m tin* w ar 1025) and in those two years tin most pmdigioiis changes 
naw* come over not only industiw hut agriculture, in h«et the chaiiLi 
in agri(*iih lire have been more cal.icKsimc As a consequence what w a* 
eons-c|eu*d to he a disastrous price toi ijur. namely , Hs. f> per lnaund, would 
now he eonstdered a very excellent one, and gur has been quoted during 
the last tw.» months in Delhi at l»s .‘>-1-0 a lnaund In the piv’t mis veal 
f think the once was rather lower, and no om* concerned with the industry 
has the feast hope that m the immediate future we are likely to see any 
higher price This price ol Its :t/4 in Delhi for gur has tins interest 
that, calculating in tin* manner adopted hv the 'ranft Hoaid and which i 
have no quarrel with, it corresponds exact I\ to a price* of 5 ameis for cane 
delivered at the* factory ; find I have ascertained by inquiry from the Oov- 
ernmeni made two months ago in this House*. Ihat. at the present time 
Dulling cane is delivered at factoiies at prices varving from A to (1 annas or, 
if we like I o fake a mean. \»e will sa\ o annas. Xou. Sn one would 
expect that, being m possession of these factors, when flu* (low nimeuf* 
knew that since the Tariff Hoard reported such a greul change can;, ove? 
the situation, the (iovornmenf would consider tlud it was nec *ssarv fur 
them to revise* their figures and, in calculating the fair selling priee of 
refined sugar, to adopt prices for delivery at the factorv move or less 
corresponding to those* which are obtaining and have obtained for eonsi- 
d'-rnble periods Hut tine* figure that is given bore in the Schedule—Hs. 7-4-0 
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per ewt.—is the same figure that on thi* hypothetical basis of 8 annas 
per muund tor fuctory delivery of cane was arrived at by the Tariff Board. 
Now what the Tariff Board say is that you get 9 per cent, of sugar oil 
cane. Those who have taken the trouble to study the subject will then 
see that, according to the Tariff Board's calculations, a reduction of price 
of ff annus in cane will correspond to a reduction in price ut refiued sugar 
of its. 2-J-O; that is, assuming the manufacturing costs remain wliat they 

wa re estimated to he by the Tariff Board, which is u question for separate 

examination, and Its 2-1-0 per inamul is as near as possible to Tls. 2-12-0 

per ewt , so that this protection of lls. 7-4-0 per ewt is in excess by 

Its 2-12-0, and a Tariff Board of the days when the Honourable the 
Leader of the House presided over it would 1 am quite sure have said 
that the protection that was nceossnr> for refined sugar at the present 
tune was no more than its. 4-8-0 

Now. fins i- a matfei oi \ei\ eonsideiahle importance It is very 
well-known that the high duty on sugar has raised the price so mucTj that 
in combination with the great reduction in tile resources of the people 
of the country it has reduced the consumption ot sugar h\ a vcy laige 
percentage I am not in possession of the lute-4 figures; no doubt the 
honourable the Commerce Member would be able to supply them if neces¬ 
sary, but I hope my friends will at least admit that the consumption of 
sugar has fallen by something like 50 per cent, in the last two \ears Now, 
Sir, the consumption of sugar is a very important factor m the health of 
the nation, and an\thing that tends to reduce it is to he looked at with 
very great jealousy If the pioteetion that is necessary for the refined 
sugar indlisti> is only Its 1-8-0, then money is being put into the pockets 
of one section of the population and taken out of the pockets of M other 
section of the population to file detriment oi their health. I would mg- 
gesf therefore to 11 it Hou*>e that the amount of protection necessary tor the 
sugar-producing industry has been gnatlv over-estinnited and n quires 
revision 

(At tin’s -tag*- Mr. IVtsidtiit vacated the Chair, which was taken by 

Sir Abdur ltahnn ) 

Nor can it be said tliat any bairn whatever would coiiu to the in¬ 
dustry Irom the postponement of this Bill, because m the Budget of 

19ffl-ff2 provision was made ha a duty nl 7-4-0 per ewt , and the 
surcharge of 25 per cent, in the Supplementary Finance Bill of November 
19ffl applied also to sugar, so that at the present time the industry is 
getting a bigger protection than if will get when this Bill becomes operative 
by the removal of the surcharge There are other matters for iMuratun 
in tin* Tariff Board’s "Report which will also call for attention If you 
look at the calculations of the protection required at the end ot the 
period of production, you will see that* they only provide for an increase 
in recovery of sugar from 9 per cent, to 1). I per cent. And vet they are 
estimating fur an efficiency equal to that af present obtainable in Java, 
which is 85 per cent. So that this low percentage of recovery presupposes 
a low' percentage of sugar in the cone. Yet the Tariff Board in another 
portion of the hook quotes the Coimbatore cane No 2Iff at a very high 
■figure l may sa\ that this particular cam* is one of the most v\ idelv 
spread of all modem canes in the country, and I have no doubt that, with 
the assistance of the research work that is carried on at Coimbatore, Shali- 
jehanpore and Karrmi and other places, the sugar content of all the canes 
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will correspond to that and enable the calculation lor the fair selling price 
at the end of the period of protection to be based on an extinction ol ever 
11 per coni. This, ol course, is no place to deul with details of these 
figures. What 1 wish to indicate at, the present moment is that »t ;s not 
in one respect only that the estimates ot the Tariff Hoard require to he 
revised but m several. 


Now, Sir, there is .mother reason why liie postponement oi tlu^ Hill 
is desuable. 'Hie Tariff Hoard m-quently make*, it perfectly clear that 
1 he tjur maker is the principal object of their solicitude. Nevertheless I 
have failed to lind anywhere, either in the Tariff Hoards recommendations 
or in tlie J >dl , am provision wnatever tor him except m so I'.n as the 
high duties now proposed will keep out low grade sugar with which gur 
can he nmi,ited or prepared. The argument that is commonly used that 
this Hill is of great benefit to the gur maker is the Tariff Board’s own argu¬ 
ment The\ sji\ that it is necessar\ to find a fresh nutlet lor cam, end 


that this outlet will be found in the refined sugar factories. Now, Sir, 
as you will have noticed in reading the Tariff Hoard's report, the sugar 
industry is a very great!) expanding one The House will have seen that I 
have \er\ carefully left all mv figures outside the House because this is 
not an occasion for giving figures in detail. Hut by the kindn of the 

Department of Education, Health and Lands, I have been able to set* the 
comp.native figures of several \eaix showing the development <f the 
improved canes in the Hinted Provinces from which I found that the 
cultivation ol improved sugar-cane m some years has gone up by 100,000 
acres, in others b\ 200,000 acres, and once, l belie 1 *di .i * lillion 

The Honourable the Finance Member in his Pudge’ • ^tnn.»to hi intimates 


of the possible expansion of the* sugar manufac ti # vr maund the » isti- 
mated that the new factories would he capable 1 dcteimiiicd tin »s 

per annum But. Sir, what is (iO.lXM) fi * 1 nupm v *\ made I 
amount that can he produced h\ tlit* re^ l( m,, *d prodigious changes 
Hoard says that the unproved cane will o T,,,( * l, h uie, m f.iet the change.* 
more per acre than the linin' ^ a ‘*" ns ' (pieiice uli.it ua^ 

from the last report showed ^ainolv, Its a per mnund, would 

11 uenee lliis 1*0 000 tons re* ^ ^ gur has been quoted during 

provided by the conversion •— -• ^ ^ N ln,lim ^ In the previou* \r,-u 

aeies It L quite evident^ ^ s j; i; £ S? ^ ( oncerned will :1a- inde^trv 

peting with this which if ^ ' U; i,tv Ida I; to sc*- anv 

Bill will affect the price . B ^ ~ ^ ^ , > l (,r 9 llr h-‘ ls this interest 

5 %. 7 £ \?^?aritt Board and which J 

Now, Sir, there- are.r- ^ 3 -”^ - r Ltuv ol T> aims for cane 

obtainable under the - £ ," 5 ^ ^^‘uquirv from the Hov- 

tive and there will 1 g-g 5^ .0^* ^to.{ the present Tories, 
and the situation wIp ^ ~ ' 2 ^ r .V Sllnil **u niiat we had 

in the cement indug ^2 ^ B -•> a^ v n Hoard’s Ueport. 

7 8 3 2. % 

(At this' ' 31 * > •> ttied the Chair.) 

I do not sav f ^ ** vwas responsible for ibis state of 

affairs because if na^u been allowed to tlieir way they 

could foresee what would a.~ **$* consequence. But the consequence now 
is that the cement industry is controlled by a combine which, in effect, 
has throttled the industry. Instead of having enormous quantities of 
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cement available at low prices, we have a small quantity of cement avail¬ 
able at high prices. I will merely give one figure. The price of cement 
in India is exactly double of what it is in England. That. Sir, is the 
result of protecting a highly organised industry 

Now, Sir, my time is up T hope I have ^aid enough to the House to 
convince it of the necessity oi giving the Government time to reconsider 
this Gill, especially in the matter of the amount of the protection given 
to the sugar manufacturing industry, so that in September they may 
bring in a Bill which is more in accordance with the facts a* they are 
known to everybody. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer (Hohilkund and Kumaon Divisions- Non-Muham¬ 
madan Rural) May I ask the Honourable gentleman, if the House does 
not meet in September, what happens then ? 

Mr. President: Order order Amendment moved* 

“Th.ii (tie < nn«Mh’i;itioi] <>f * In* Hill In* postjiMpf'd to th« N'ptenil'ei Kr-'-ien ” 


MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT 

T t vsm isi< ac *» r»i:\ iu.i*i v of Tin: Leader of the House in regard to the 
i.xpKDmvG or tiii. Reform** with Mahatma G.wdiii in Jail. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ihraliuu Rahimtoola) ■ It is now 
p M tune to tnke up the motion for adjournment. Before I call 
upon the* Hnumir.ihlc Member, Sirdar Harbans Singh, to move 
his motion the Chair wishes to point out that the House has definitely 
decided to restrict it to only one issm*. namely, to censure Government 
for the unsatisfactory lvplv of the Honourable the Leader of the House 
in expediting reforms with Mahatma Gandhi in jail That being so the 
Chair wishes to inform Honourable Member*; that in addressing the House 
thov will hn\e to restrict them»-elv» s to this one iwie onh 

Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar (East Punjab* Sikh) Sir. I move that 
the House do now adjourn Yesterday. Mr President, we got a reply 
fr^rn the TTonour.ible the Lender of the House in answer to a question 
that efforts are hem" made to expedite the progress of the reforms. That 
roplv indicated that the Government are try ing to foree the reforms on 
India with the leaders of the Congress in pul W# believed all along 
from the statement of the Minsters of the Crown as well as Members 
of the Government of lud'a, that all sections of Indian opinion w*ould be 
dulv consulted before the next constitution is put into force. But. since the 
second Round Tiblc Conference has ended and the present, policy of 
repression in India ha-* eontinned. we now* hear that reforms will be 
expedite*! with all speed We have heard on the authority of that great 
statesman of the Empire whose antlioritv on imperial affairs is unchalleng- 
<d. General Smuts, that as far as India is concerned, Mahatma Gandhi is 
counted with, and that the Mahatma is the onh person—General Smuts snvs 
from his own experience—who can deliver the goods and that Government- 
will be well advised to do nothing of a decisive nature without- first settling 
about the question of reforms with him. ns the representative of that 
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great organisation, the 1 Congress. The decision of forcing the issue with 
the leaders of the Congress in jail appears to be that India should have the 
minimum of reforms which Britain would like to grant. 

(At this stage. Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon was seen reading a newspaper 

in the Chamber ) 

Mr President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Bahimtoola) * Order, order. 
Honourable Members cannot he allowed b> read newspapers in the 
Chamber. 

Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon (Smd Muhammadan I Jural) It is only in 

earned ion with yesterday’s questions. 

Mr. President: Ncwsp.quis should not he read on .my account. 

. Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar: Then when the Congress comes outside 
the jail and the ivlomis do not work well, there will he another long 
period for the Government to continue their supremacy without handing 
over responsibility to Indians The view* on this side of the House and 
the view in the country has always been that no reforms can over be 
workable or acceptable to the country without all tin* parties being agree- 
ablo to them and the Congress as the main and the mist important factor 
in the political situation of the count r\, as the political organisation with 
the widest following, should he consulted before reforms are inaugurated. 
We desire to impress on the Government that the decision they have 
taken to bring the reforms into action with the leaders of the Congress 
in the jails is most ill-advised and most unfortunate and most unwelcome 
to the country at tins time In such circumstances, neither the reforms 
will be acceptable to the majority of our countrymen nor when put into 
force an ill they work We have seen a statement published in the Advance 
of Calcutta, from the same place from which m\ Honourable friend Sir 
Abdulla Subrawardy comes, tin* statement issued by Mr Benthall. My 
Honourable friend Sir Abdulla Subrawardy must be acquainted with that 
c'Tcular But I do not desire to depart from the main issue before the 
House and would not like to be taken hack from that. Wc have seen 
from the statements m the Press and from different sources that at the 
Bound Table Conference, certain parties decided along with the Government 
that the reforms must be expedited w.th all speed. As a result of those 
negotiations behind the doors of the Conference, it appears to us that this 
decision lias been taken as a result of a conspiracy or intrigue, so that 
India should not have responsibility lip to that degree 1 which public* opinion 
in India and the leaders of political thought demand With the Congress 
leaders in jail, the British Government thought that the\ could give any 
sort of constitution they’ liked, and according to Mr. Benthall, all the 
minorities entered into a pact which the European Association after consult¬ 
ing legal advisers of the Crown and the India Office and the Foreign Office 
have thought fit to advocate. With these few r remarks, I propose to leave 
the further discussion of the motion in the hands of my friends. Since 
the luncheon interval, 1 have been actually having a temperature. I 
therefore crave the indulgence of the House to conclude my remarks by 
saving that I commend my motion for the acceptance of the House. 
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Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division: Non-Muhammadan): Sir, at the time 
when Mahatma Gandhi was arrested, most of us held that there was a 
certain conspiracy going on in England awl in India My Honourable 
friend Mr. Neogy, the other day, read out a passage from the speech of 
Mi. Winston Churchill, which showed that Mahatma Gandhi would not 
he allowed to n main free in India, but would be arrested as soon as he 
landed and that deep conspiracy was revealed when somehow Mr. 
Hcnthall’s statement to the Associated (’hambers of Commerce was pub¬ 
lished 


Mr. K. C. Neogy (Dacca Division Non-Muhammadan ltural)- Does 
my Honourable friend intend to say that I made that statement in exactly 
those words, or is th.il his inference from the statement 9 

Mr. B. Das: That E my inh ivnce and the inference of the country. 
Now. what does Mr fjcnthall’s statement 

Mr. President (The lfonourahh Sir Ibrahim Hahimtoohi) ■ The Chair 
has informed Honourable Members that the question ot Mr BenthalEs 
(•j-reular on which Mr Lalclnmd \avalrais (paction was based could 
have been discussed today ; but the House deliberately decided to restrict 
dsflf to the one issue, namely, that Government are expediting constitu¬ 
tional n forms and keeping Mahatma Gandhi in jail: and tin* Honourable 
Member will have to restrict himself to that one issue onh 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Was it not inadvertently decided 0 

Mr. B. Das: I only refer to that statement in so far as it affects 
Mahatma Gandhi I shall allude to the statement of Mr. Benthall where 
he refers to Mahatma Gandhi and how the conspiracy was hatched to 
arrest Mahatma Gandhi, and how representative Europeans were a party 
along with the Government and the die-hards in England to the arrest of 
Mahatma Gandhi The particular passage I was going to refer to is that 
Mahatma Gandhi r.mie hack empty-handed to India That was the 
report, the accredited report, of the representative of the European 
('numbers That means that he knew .1 plot was hatched in London. 
The Secoiaix of Sij.tr was j party to it; the die-hards, like Mr. Churchill 
• md ot lid s, were parties to it: and my European friends here and their 
1 cpresenin<i\rs at London were parties to it Why was Mahatma Gandhi 
arrested 0 1 have heard it said outside this House and also in the Press 
that if Mahatma Gandlu had been allowed his freedom, the Government 
could not have maintained peace and order Before Mahatma Gandhi was 
arrested, there was th* 1 arrest of Pandit Jaw aliarlal Nehru: there w T as 
.dsi» the arrest of the Frontier Gandhi, Khali Abdul Ghaffar Khan. Had 
Maliatmn Gandhi been allowed to proceed to Delhi to meet His Excellency 
l»» M Viceroy, the heavens would not have fallen nor would the earth have 
sunk inlo oblivion. But there was that conspiracy behind. They did 
not allow Mahatma Gandhi to meet His Excellency the Viceroy and to 
have a heart, to heart talk with him. It has been suggested in the Press 
and outside, that Mahatma Gandhi might have carried on his negotiations 
as he did carry them on with His Excellency Lord Irwin, for two months, 
and that in the meantime the whole country would have been in flames. 
But with Jawaliarlal Xehru arrested and the movement of the no-tax 
campaign completely under control of the United Provinces Government 
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and willi Khan Abdul Ghaffar Kli.in arrested and the movement in the 
Frontier Province completely under control, those who plead that the 
Mahatma’s freedom would have brought more trouble in the country 
simply bring out that plea onl\ to defend themselves. Everybody knows 
that the eomitrv wants the expediting ol these reforms; hut with Mahatma 
Gandlii in jail unhod\ can sax that tlu* reforms eould he expedited ; and 
although Hit* ChurchilU <md the British Press ga\e us that impression, 
the particular passage in this statement of \Ir. Bcuthall which xvas pub- 
bshed m the Press shows that theie was , t <-onspir.ic\ in England not to 
al!o v the reionus to be expedited; and there is a particular passage—1 
am not quoting am thing lest it might be misconstrued'—where Mr 
Thnthall saxs that there* might be a land slide m the Government in 
England; in five gear’s time a Labour (lo\ minif'iit might romc into 
power and so whatexer there max he. let Mahatma Gandhi In* arrested 
and even tiling that the die-hards m England and the European interests 
in India want about safeguarding and commercial discrimination and all 
that, let it be legislated so that tlu* reforms could be postponed and the 
die-hards can have it all their own wax. When Mahatma Gandhi w T cnl 
< n the Bound ’fable Conference as the sole d« legate of tin Congress J 
k , u>w the British Press and the Pnss which is controlled hx m\ Honour¬ 
able friend the leader <»( the Eumpaan Group, m\ friend Mr Arthur 
Moore, hailed it as a God-send. .md m that statement it appears that the 
Congress delegation xvas described as “the most improbable people” and 
Air Benthall and his partx could not undeistand how these most nuprn- 
baldv people went to confer .it the hound Table Conieivnce to settle 
India's future. Another thing. M\ Honourable friend Mr. Moore will 
speak a few minutes hence, and F would like him to reph on behalf of 
his great ciimuirut; x\ho Fixe in India, though only for business reasons, 
about the particular r* fcrcnce to Mahatma Gandhi, when it talks of the 
“constructive vaemtv of Gandhi s mind" We know Mahatma Gandhi 
is a great saint; he is a prophet: he is a superman who is respected 
throughout the world. That the commercial representative, of the Euro¬ 
pean comm unitv should characterise his mind is “the constructive vrvuity 
of Gandhi’s mind”, what does that reveal 0 It rex cals the fact that there 
xvas a deep-laid eonspirurv. not onl) in India hut also in England, and that 
everything was a mere show got up to entrap Mahatma Gandhi. Mahatma 
Gandhi-x\ as trapped theiv and he xvas not allowed to contribute construc¬ 
tively for the re forms in India, to bring peaci between England and Tndin. 
and when he landed in India, what happened? Tic sent a telegram to 
the Vicerox. the Trcasurx Benches advised Tlis Exrellenex the Governor 
General not, to allow Mahatma Gandhi to see TTis Excellency; and thev 
arrested him and gave him enforced rest at Yewuvndn jail; and wnth 
what purpose 9 With the purpose that has boon revealed in the Indian 
Press bv the publication of this document in the Advance, and actually 
revealed r\ T the British die-hards. As one belonging to the commercial 
community. I find a serious charge is laid flint, “Mahatma Gandhi and 
the Federation of Indian Chambers were all combined and allied but they 
gr.f nothin 0, out of the Bound Table Conference*’ Commercial representa¬ 
tives hn\ r o their respect for Mahatma Gandhi, but that thex T were offen¬ 
sively and defensively allied against the British commercial community, 
against the British Government and against the Government of India is a 
serious charge. I sov it is a lie. It fc a falsehood that has been men- 
tit ned in that particular document, if it is supposed to he true and came 
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from Mr. Benthall. My Honourable friend the Leader of the House 
will reply. T appeal to hurt whether he wants peace and good will between 
England and Judin, whether lie wants expediting the reforms that will 
bring peace between England and India, that will bring peaceful times 
to many of bis olliccrs who are spending harrowing days out in the dis¬ 
tricts; and whether he wants tlial British trade should again revive in 
India Everything can be revived if it is done through friendship; but 
these Ordm.mees wliieli have been loreetl on the lit els of Mr. Gandhi’s 
arrest will not bring peace to India. Only Mahatma Gandhi's release and 
.Mahatma Gandhi’s participation in fin* constitution and the expediting 
nl that con-tit ill inn will bring everlasting puicc la tween England and 
India. 

Mr, Arthur Moore (Bengal European) • Sir, 1 very much loubt if 
numv M* i.iImts of the Opposition, when they arrived m this House this 
morn tie had the slightest idea that they would find themselves during 
the afternoon crrjr.med m trving to censure Government for their earnest- 
lies*, in li isf« nine on tin* reforms, and 1 cannot help flunking that the 
dale the 1st of Ann] irnsl have* something to do with tin* fait that we 
find ounekes m this position But. Sir, I understood from the Mover 
of this motion and also from my frond Mr B. I)as that the reason why 
it. is soiiL-ht to oensuiv Government on this head w in some wav due to 
this aUeg* 4 .i » ueuhir of Air Benihull. and because it discloses some deep 
conspire* . w 11 <*h i- .dt* rn itclv represented as a conspiracy to hasten the 
reforms and in hasten to torpedo the reforms, — T mn not quite sure which. 
{An lhmoinahJr Mi mlnr ‘‘Both Blit Sir as i»•«.'. >*d- M” Beiifhah 
Mini-- II *.nh m ur pemms i.ii, I ,nu m ,i position t<> he ahl* to tell the 
House tlial ah hough this **ireular. as it has been described, has appeared 
m the Press it was pmatelv s.-nt out h\ «h* l'ovalisf Assuciution to its 
member 

Mr. B Sitaramaraju (i ianjani ram Vi/auapatam Non-AIuhainuMdan 
HuraB (’..li that circular he discussed now. Sir° 

Mr. President (The Honourahle S r Ibrahim Kalnmtoolai * I w »s iust 
going to interrupt the Honourable Member The Honourable Member 
cannot <jn into the question of Mr BonthaU’c circular in the manner he 
is doing 

Mr. Arthur Moore: 1 h.ive no desire to go into it any further than to 
deal with the arguments that mv friend AB* B Has put forward. May 
T do that. Sir? 

Mr. President: Yes. hut it depends upon how the Honourable Member 
dor's jj (Laughter ) 

Mr. Arthur Moore: I confess. S.r, that the whole opt ration seems to 
rue exceedingly diilieult and that I have like Agag to walk very delicately. 
However, Sir. I will get down to Mr Das*s allegation that the Govern¬ 
ment are to be censured because Air Benthall’s circular proves tbit there 
was a deep laid conspiracy hatched in London, and to which T understood 
him to say the Members of this Group were also privy, to go back on the 
whole of the Conference scheme. Now it is quite clear that Air. Benthall 
does sav in effect that then* was something of an attempt in that 
direction. 
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Mr. B. Sitaramaraju : l)id not the Honourable Member when he began 
his speech call it “alleged circular”, and now he calls it Mr. Benthall's 
circular. 


Mr. Arthur Moore: I don't understand llie Honourable Member'*; point, 
.Sir 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju: In till* earlier portion of your speech you des¬ 
cribed it as tlie alleged circular of Mr. Bcnthall, and now xou admit it is 
Mr. Benth;ill's circular 

Mr. Arthur Moore: I Was endeavouring to explain lm pond, nut the 
Honourable the Ihv&idi nt did not consider Unit 1 was in o»dcr Max I sax 
bn e fix, Sir, that I am authorised to slate that Mr. Bent hail sax-, that 
the views attr.buted to him are accurate in substance and in no ^ense 
secret, being his personal impressions of the events of last November before 
the Government finally decided on its present clear-cut policy Now, the 
real point it seems to me has been entirely overlooked by Honourable 
Members opposite If they xxere to studx the document ill quest inn. they 
would sec . . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim liahiintnola} The docu¬ 
ment is not before the House on the present motion I should like to 
make it quite clear again that the motion before the House is to censure 
Government lor expediting reforms m the absence of Mahatma Gandhi 
whom they have put in jail That is the onlx issue 

Mr. C. S Ranga Iyer (Ihdiilkunrl and Kumaon Divisions Non-Muham¬ 
madan ThirulV Ou a point of order. Sir. T should like to know whether 
in this discussion, especially because of the d’ffieultios that have been 
raised, the following observation of Mr Benthall’s circular is relevant to 
the debate namelv expediting the reforms in the :ihsonee of M'dirdmn 
Gandhi 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Kulimilnulu) That is what 
the Chair has repeatedly pointed out There is no point o! mdei involved 
in it at all. The reason x\Ii\ this eeiisiue motion is brought forward i>» 
this The (lovernmeiit of India have put Mahatma Gandhi in piil and 
are burning x\ith the a forms That is the onlx ls-ue. The Chair allowed 
the House to choose between Sirdar Ilarhatis Singh's ud|Oiirnment motion 
and tli.it ot Mr Sitar.imai.ipi , II thex had a'-e< pled 1 !•« I-Hter, tliex 
could have gone into the whole jtpKstam ot Mr Benthall’s crcular, hut the 
House deliberately decided otherwise, and tliex have now to restrict them¬ 
selves to what the\ fhciiiselvcft chose 

Sardar Sant Singh (West Jrunjab Sikh). i\lnv I know. Sir. m support 
of our argument that the reforms are he ng expedited in tin* absence of 
Mahatma Gandhi who is put Jin .]nil, il we cannot quote certain passages 
from Mr. Benthall’s circular?/ 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim liuhmitoola). These are 
all statements which the Honourable Mt tuber can bring forward. Mr. 
Benthuir,* circular can be bipught m only very incidentally, because that 
k not the subject before the f House. The subject, before the House is the 
action of the Government or r India. 
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Mr. Arthut Moore: May 1 say, Sir, lliat on the present motion before 
the House, in my view Mr. Das has succeeded in doing a very grave 
injustice to Mr. Benthall What I wish to ask is whether it is in order 
■-hat he should h«■ aide to do that, whereas it is not open to these Benches 
to attempt to put that right 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Ibdumtoola)' The Honour¬ 
able Member may put am construction lie likes upon the speech which 
.Mr B. Das made, but the Chair has been very attentive and it lias pulled 
up Honourable M< mb»*rs wlien it thought that the' were exceeding the 
limits which the House has placed upon itself Honourable Members 
very often overlook the fact that each Member of the House is entitled to 
rise to a point of order if he feels that am Member is exceeding the 
limit" placed on the disease on Tin* Chair inii-t again s.iy that Mr. 
BenfliuH’s circular cannot come on the scene at all The real accused, 
if I mm use that expression are the fio\ernment of India 

Mr. B. Das: I think mv Honourable tnend Mr Moore ought to have 
done the rope walking I did 

Mr. President: l)oc- tin HonuiiMbk Member (Mr Arthur Moore) wish 
to proceed*’ 

Mr. Arthur Moore: \o. Sir 

Mr. B. Sitaram&raju : Sir, I am not a Congressman I never was a 
Congressman If T have even an agreement with all the views held by the 
Congress, F assure you. Mr President. F would have that much honesty 
to keep n\vn\ from this House (An Honourable Member • "What is the 
dishonestv ?’’) 1 would have had that, much honesty to stay awav from 

this House, because 1 would have had to non-co-operate and 1 would have 
been in pel 

Mr President: Please go <n 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju : 1 do really think. Sir. if the future ui India is to be 
satisfactorily sohed and the constitution is to he worked, then all parties 
in the country should he given a fair opportunity to participate in the dis- 
clmrge of the duties set hemre m Then nnh any satisfactory constitution 
can be brought into he ng In view of the statement made some time 
ego h\ the I luifi iiir.ddc tin- leader of tin Iloilo* w In li we moved a com¬ 
prehensive Kesohitioii .n tins House on the necessity for the co-operation 
of all part ie>. la s.ud that h was pie]>osti»rous that tin* (iovermnont did not 
do their best to hr.ng all parties together to work for the progress of cons¬ 
titutional icform Now matters have been disclosed which arouse a grave 
suspicion whether (iove*nmeni have really done their host to bring it about. 
Cor that reason I am in svmpathv with this motion. If ior no other. 
After hearing the answer gi\en hv the Leader of the House to the supple¬ 
menting (jiiestions put hv my Honourable friends hero. I am forcibly 
reminded of tin* Having of a great Englishman of letters that the preacher 
of yesterday is the subject of to-dav’s sermon 

Seth Hap Abdoola Haroon: I want to oppose the motion of m\ Honour¬ 
able friend Sirdar Hnrbnns Singh Brar. I do not know wliafc lie means. 
Dp till now’, vvlint 1 understood was that, so long as Mahatma GFandhi 
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is m jail, further reforms should not he expedited. Sir. if that is so, I 
do not know when Mahatma Gandhi wishes to come out from jail. . . . 

Mr. B. Das: What my Honourable friend said was that, without the 
release of Mahatma Gandhi full reforms cannot he brought about. 

Set Hajji Abdoola Haroon: Please Jet me finish The meaning is this, 
that until Mahal ma Gandhi comes out from jail . . . (At this si age there 
were several interruptions LG me he allowed to speak according tom; 
own views I do not know when 'Mahatma Gandhi wishes to come out 
from jail. (Laughter) Last \ear alter the so--ailed Gandhi-Irwm pact 
was achieved. Mahatma Gainllu went to England. and after hi" return In 
sent a telegram to Hi" FaccIIcip'n and wanted to discuss sonic other 
matters than the U T C My impress on i" that Mahatma Gandhi did 
not agree with Hi" F\cehVnc\ and lit sent a notice that unless JTis Ejx- 
(•cdlency heard lorn on the subject of the no-ren* campaign and nthei 
things, he would start t i\ 11 disobedience; lh.it was an ultimatum he scut. 
My opinion is that at that moment the Government took the only action 
that could hi taken l>\ am Go\ernmen1 m its position Besides I do 
not. know what is tin* polu \ of my friends on tins suh of tla House, 
whether they want reinms «*r not II tomnnnw tile Government come 
forward and sax. “Her. 1 you are”, they \\ !1 say. “We do not want to go 
on”. I think at th it time also Menders timn this side oi the House 
will jump upon the Government and say “Von an wrong” 

I draw the attention of tin House to the tact that then are many 
other sects and i omimmit u*s w ho wain iminrdmti lx and at once responsible 
Government lor India, and if y*.n pa"s this motion, you will be doing great 
injustice to tin. many other communities who want icfoims for then 
country. I do not want to go into Mr UenthalBs letter, but if somebody 
objects, tlu jmssage ubjet ted to max In taken out if tin Gha r considers 
that it j" object.onahli and must bo taken out of the pioceedings of this 
House. T liaxc Men a statement from tin* Hindu Sahlia or somebody else 
which some Honourable Mi mix rs oi tins House linve signed 1 am told 
thaW there is a eonsjaracx between the so-calk d nationalists and the Prime 
Minister I do not kno.v how far that is e >rr< ct Mr Pi. Das spoke 
about the PederntioM of Indian ( l haml>eis .md Mahatma Gandhi I am 
associated with some of the mercantile bodies m Karachi. To-day T 
declare on the floor of this House with p;nu ( that in PMO when this civil 
disobedience started, the word of M-diatma Gandhi was immediately 
approved b\ the different imreantile bod a s They were always rightlv or 

wrongl.v supporting xvhntexer "Mahatma Gandhi s.nd (Mi fi . Das ■ “Not 
always.”) It xvas my e\j)' , ri'*nce: your experience might he different My 
Honourable friend Mr. Sitar.imaraju said that opportunity Giould be given 
to all till 1 perlh*- to s'd 171 tl«e It. T G and prepare a constitution for 
India I thhik nohodx will oppose that nrojM>"al m thL TIou-t . hut T do 
not know' wdiother the party, who 11;»x<• started s.mielhing niinous to the* 
country, will desire to come on I and sit xvdli others ami deckle the thing 
With those few wnids. I oppose tla* mot'on 

Mr. B. V. Jadha\ (15oTiibf\ (kill rnl Division Non-Muhammadan 
KuralV Although I rise to support this •■djnurmnont motion, in my heart 
of hearts T rather feel sympathy for the occupants of the Treasury Dench. 
They really an- not guilty Everybody knows that they are merely the 
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agents of the Great Moghul who reigns at Whitehall. But all Moghuls were 
not tyrannical. There was Akbar the Great among them and in the same 
way there were, very good Secretaries of State like Mr. Montagu, Mr. Eenn 
nul Lord Morley and some othcis. But tlir*v have been frequent changes 

ni the occupants of 1 he Whitehall thione and sometimes wc have a* very 

sympathetic Secretary of State and .it oilier lines an unsympathetic or 
apathetic to the interests of Ind a \\ <- are very grateful to the great 

Emperor Akbar, foi he treat*J Hindus and Moslems equally and the 

Government. ha\e shown their appreciation by naming one of the roads 
alter him and the\ have shown their good ^ense by 1 >eatmg the House 
ot the Bn sident on that road in order to awaken him to his duty to give 
•equitable treatment to the different communities and parties in this House. 

Tt is well known that Aldan was a very impartial and very fair-minded 
s- >\ ereign 

Wo c annul consul r m t)n (S House t he* Secretary ot State; but we have 
his agents here, the occupants ot tile Treasury Bench, who will have to 
near ad the se\eie tilings that will he said irom this side of the House, 
^.la llnuouutble “Who is Akbar on the Treasury Bench?’*) 

Akbai ought to hr m Whitehall It is a pity lie is not then.* at present 
My friend Mr. Kaju has just now told tlie- House that he was never a 
mcmbei of the O ngiess, and holding .similar views 1 lia\\* to say the same 
thing Tin non-1 !iiiluiiuis i>1 Boinbav did not accept the lead ot the 
Congress tiiid that >>t Mahatm i Gandhi When he '-tatted the non-co- 
operation agitation in lblil wi not onl\ renianud outride tie- movement 
hut With the assist.nice ot tlu* Maharajas ot Kolliapir and Gwalior, we 
oigammed .» g*vat dene•nstrnl on m Booua to welcome ills Hnyul Highness 
I .he I'rinee oi Wales, and thus Mmwed that the Mahratte o! tlu* Brosidoncy 
wele quite loyal and wele liol at all attested by tlu* non-co-operation 
doctrine preached in those days Tins was done at that tune because of 
the 1 1 list w e had in the mtiiit atiis >t Government Distrust had not taken 
its place then But dm mg the Iasi ten years events have been taking 
place one aiie* another w Inch have been g ailuallv undermining the faith 
in the good intentions oi Government, and T am sorry to say that one 
prooi alter another is heme Imnished to help iii.it midt’mining piocess. 
Win» Congress boycotted the Simon (\»mm'ssion, the mm-Bralunins of 
j loiiibay and M. alias dal not join n the i> yeott, and when the Bound 
Table ConU-renee was annomieeil and Maltatnia Gandhi and the Congress 
poup'e pleached n>iii-eo-opeiatiou v\ith it, we did not follow that advice, 
but accepted the mutation and went there because we felt, that the inten- 
1 1 > iis of the GoNenmnnt wen- »ei\ bur and that India was to get some 
real advance .n freedom The first Bound Tahh* Conference came to very 
lair conclusions and we were under the impress-on that everything would 
he all right m tlu M-cond Bound Table Conference But things were 
changing There was levolutiou in England The occupant at Whitehall 
vwis dispku-ed hv another gentleman and the \vh> le outlook m England 
had completely changed Tlu* Government of India as the agents of the 
occupant of the throne at Whitehall had also to change their views. While 
sweet words were bone cv hanged at the Bound Table and assurances 
were repented fiom Government, members <>f good will and service to India, 
the Conservative, politicians, who had obtained a dominating voice in the 
Cabinet, weve batching a plot to annihilate the Congress. Some astute 
men had a vague idea that something bail was to happen But T must 
confess that T was not gifted with that power. When I heard the speech 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[1st April 1982. 


[Mr. B. V. Jadhav.] 

of Mr. Churchill in tin* House of Commons. I though! that the bitterness 
m the speech was due to his disappointment. He wanted to smash the 
whole hound Table Conference and was working in that direction. But 
the Conference was not onlv not smashed hut llw* Ihiim* Minister b\ his 
announcement had produced an effect, that the iM'u'ts of the Conference 
were suecesslu! Mr Chun lull I thought was miivIv disappointed in his 
tactics and thuiofore lie had hem using I lie hit lei words to exhibit the 
innermost motives of his muid Bui Inture occurrences ha\e now shown 
to me that then* was a de**p laid plot to supples- the Congie-s movement, 
and although the Prune Mmistei and others wen lit armg verv patiently 
ami tailing verv glihlv about p.islict to India, ilien weie communications 
with tlie.r agents ui Belhi t" tale \<‘i'» steps t*»r «h< Mippression of the 
Congress iuovemenl On mv wa\ to Hmnb.iv 1 pmne-ed m\ fru*nds in 
England that I would take t< • tin work o| cdiiculm.. iu\ ptupie almiit tin 
good mentions ,.i Butain and lo piepait them ‘m the ucct plain e oi the 
refomis that would com** But as soon a-, I saw that the (1 ■ >vei'iunent 
were heut upon siipni es-aue th. ( m^K^v. mnxetnent tud v\em catehng 
hold of ,iii\ i M‘iist> t». 111 st 1 1\ tin »• ’etioim, 1 11 \ «\<s h»sjai» sl<»\\l\ (<> open, 

and i r > w this llentliall U-t 111 the* has la en latelv pnidi-hed in tin papers 
completes tin disillus nmiu id o| m\ mind \11 tin impoitant leadeis of 
tile Congress, meludme Mahatm • Gandhi .ue now in j.ni and Go* em¬ 
inent ale a* the same Mine lin>i\iii<: up with the woik ot the various 
Connmtlec.s l p to this tune the Bianchis,. < 'oium ttee has mad< some 
good progress 1 must admit, and '■ e .peel sonietImu will eoiue out ol it 
lit ii.mehise i- a \ei\ iiiid'h siihn • t whe’lie? I * 1 per i ♦ in <*t tin* popula¬ 
tion gets the light to v o*u . oi oidv .‘l n<*i i t lit eii}e\s n -i - at present floes 
not mallei \ei\ inueli [ \1 1 M nlin tnn. ) mn/r hlmn “|)oe*« it lloi mailer 

verv mueh” f It has its important e n il.is. ot tin voters themselves 

or the candidates who haw »u sol.cn tlu vut, <»’ a ve«\ •mic-li larger num¬ 
ber fir a c 'in|»ai at i v elv smaiiei nuinhei Tin p. mcipal (lung .s that o! 
tlu* future eoiistitution I Jiave grave douhts wlnthei the eoiishtut on 
tb it is going to he evolved will Ik aeei ptahli to tin* nation and will sat «dy 
the amhiliniis oi the hanha s The Government ol India luav ev •!Vtf* a 
constitution and may get an Act nassed l.v l’.nhaiin nt But it will he 
verv diHicult t<» get the n loinm w mixed v oi < m } *ke ■ no'-. t*. water 
but you cannot make it drink So it the avd* is o* th peon 1 , an* imi 
satisfied with the lehmns it they believe that thev art not. gelling tile 
substance ol freedom hut onlv a semhlam*. and n shadow no ou,« wdl he 
satisfied and it w II he verv difficult to work tin eoiistitution 

Sir. the dvaichieal i rm of (lovemmcni was nerrpted in 1920 by some 
of the leaders oj the people. although Congo*~ wa, • . 11 . —t it h. cause 
it was a genuine attempt at demoeiali/at ion and people hid then tailh in 
the good .ntenlions of Government But a - I lno» ui i said, times have 
changed; trust has been undermined, and il will he \eiv difiieuli to find 
worths people lo work the new lvfninis 'This is not at all tin* time for 
the introduction mid successfu 1 woiking of a in w efinsjil ntion when there 
is now an Ordinane* rap when nohod 1 - is fi■<* 1 11 s«,* "ont'dent, when Maliatma 
Gandhi and oilur popular leach is are confined in jad. when some leaders 
now working on the various Committees ire rather nervous, and do not 
know where thev stand and when the European and other Groups are 
striving their best to whittle down the ref*» v ins as much as possible 
Mr. Arthur Moore: May I say Sir that that is <juite incorrect? 
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Mr. B. V. Jadhav: Well, that is my view,—and 1 am liable to err. 
Therefore, Sir, 1 think I ought to condemn this action of the Government 
in hurrying on with the reforms under these; circumstances when there is 
nobody prepared to accept and work thorn 

The Honourable Sir George Uamy deader n) ihc House;. Kir, l have 
delayed rising ior some tunc ui the hope that I might hear from some 
oJ the Opposilion speakers *onic eonsalcicd expression of the reasons winch 
in their opinion jnstiiv ill motion, hut from the speeches made so tar i 
have got \<*r # ' lit lie material indeed There seemed to he a constant 

tendency lm spcaM i * t<* gel uv\u\ to compnral *\el\ minor points and t** 

di\oil attention trom ila main jsmu which as \ou. Mr l*icsid«*nt, liave 
repeatedlx r» minded the House is the onh issue hetore us Sn the 

motion prop ses to ceiiMiii the Government o} India lor expediting the 
progi ess . »f the r«h>m»s wth Ap <«.mdhi in jad I find that c\en ;d this 
stage of {!•'■ del.ao it b e.iin^ m cessan !oi me h> state whal 1 under 
sland to }>.* iu 'he muuU of Hoiioiuahlt Mrmlicis opposite rather than to 
refei d'ieit!\ i«. am thing tla \ haw urlualh ^..id ! undci stand. howe\er, 

the le'line ! \pressed l»\ Sirdar li.irhans Singh, munch, that it is useless 
to pound u’th tit. const tltMolia! d mm|ss|(iiu it ill* (’opgriss ale left oilt , 
that tl'ev l.inn - < usiderald. a t imi «»t Indian opinion tli witliout 

their pait cipahon tla eonst it ut ion.il *1 -eus-ions can lead to nothing This 
is a pon i ..* \ lew w ha h ’la (I hi itiini'iii o| Ituli.i tullv appreciate, and 

1 lie \ h \ dawn l.\ t h» i; ... 1 «,n- >h the pa how 1 11 11 \ the\ d'd appreciate 

11». 1111 j»o t. ti". 1 I M'tiiiiu: 1 H could he done that all parti, s of India 

-li"u)d ion in Dvijj. to is .« h . siltl. nieiir AA hat else did the Gandhi- 
Iiwm Vat I mean hul that .u>d oiu *>t ila Memhem of the (eAenmicnt 
ot Inti, o-poi .hie I’.a tla* Delhi Pud. 1 am entitled to claim that we 
took gnat i -I - in o'.lei t - hi-.ng the Congm-s in AVhat followed*' It 

\\a> m.ah. m tin If-. '• dut >nn ..1 tht G< \ernimnt of India, which was 

published I i-i -I.muni \ tint the Gowmnwn* ot India almost from the 
imt found e'e.n .1 t'andw n earning on on th * line- agreed upon Tn their 
deteiminui n to u-si-t t< wauls a pcaci fid soUit'oii of constitutional pro¬ 
blem^ th (in\.‘Uii'H*i’t ot 1'.ha showed <]( Ii1)<‘rate forbearance towards 

Congress iet i\ it a s and nin.iued f* m tlenouncing the Dellv Pact although 
justification lor -urh a course was afforded on many occasions. They 
persisted *n their en«h a\»*m>. and when difficulties aro.-e about Mv 
Gandhi *s a* tendance it ila* I Join id Tahir Conierence. ihe\ -pared no efforts 
In reach a modify rir, >.di ()t thai also I can speak f'din personal know¬ 
ledge Tln-ii < a me th** ( «*nft nee and the anxious months during which 
the situala.n m the I’mied Produces and in the North-West. Protier Pro- 
vinee was stcadih deh » airatmu Irom da\ to da\ and at last tlio moment 
came wle*n Ila* G \e»niiient of India felt that they could not. if they 
were io d'seharce flier »e-pon-ihi’itirs at all refrain from taking the 
action which the sh uuf on d« manded Sir T have never boon a party 

to a do- isa.ii which m on* -ccm* f r.^nvtted so much, hut T have also never 

been a parfv to a di ... thnut which T was so certain that we W’ere 

taking the only possihk cour-e which our dutv to India demanded (Hear, 
hear) And when it is now suggested—on tin* strength of a document 
which l understand doe-, represent what has beep said by ATr. Benthall— 
that the Government of India wore forced into their action by anything 
that passed outside India or by am* alleged plot or conspiracy that to 
me seems purely grotesque, remembering as T do all our efforts during 
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these anxious mouths, and remembering the reluctance we in the Govern¬ 
ment of India. felt—and the reiuctanee constantly felt and expressed by 
His Majesty s (lovermnent—to taking any actum which could endanger 
a peaeeiui settlement. Hut the situation became so grave that, it looked 
as% ij a week's further delay might have precipitated an appalling catas¬ 
trophe, in which ultimately all parts of the country might be involved. 
That is what 1 lui\e to say on that point, Sir, and 1 desire to make it clear* 
on behalf of the (hnernmmi of India that ue repudiate altogether any 
allegation that our action m attempting lo put flown t lit * pernicious 
actiMlies ol the Congress nio\einent \\;u mlluenced in any way by any¬ 
thing that passed in London 

Now. Sr. since the (inwrimnni -d India wile compelled to take action 
aga.tisi tlu' Congress, wh.it wus to he tlieir tuture line of policy? 

I do not know whetlur it ,s serioti^L suggested on the other 
l,M * side that since the <h>\ermnent of India leli const],lined to 
take the action which they did taki . they o.igln then tn Iia\e abandoned 
any attempt to push on with the reforms and to have made their policy 
n policy ot repression It that is their \a*\\, it <1 >es not vrcin 1 «» me to be 
short d by a great main people outside 1 lus House It n no. slian <1 in tin 
Members ot the Coiisiiltnti\t Committee who h.ne emphasis'd the defin¬ 
ability that His Majesty’s Gn\ eminent should decide with the least possible 
dehiy certain que^t-om. in rder that progress may he expedited, and it is 
not, shared bv the membeis •»! thr- Muslim t onlerence at Lahore, and it 
is not shared b\ anyone with whom 1 ha\e talked I think Members 
generally and the country generally understand what the dual policy of 
the < Internment of India is It was i h arly stall'd in the LYsolutiojj of 
the Govmuni'nt of India to wlneli I ha\* aln ad\ lefeiied 

’’Whilo tfii'y will lake cvoiy nit-.Kim* ih.c j- i,<« t>-s,u \ hn 1 1 m* Hippi t .y. i<n ,,} i l.iw 
le.MS movement and toi tin* proic* I mu nt puLln .m.l pm iti* liln*il\ th«\ wilt .iKu 
spare rm effort 1 o nnng to i r»mpl*‘l;oi» the polaw <*1 11 k M.i i*:\V (he einment " 

And if J may quote one more sintence lioni the speech de’JMixd l>v ILs 
Excellency the Governor General at the opening of this scssi- n, lie baid: 

* (ha diflu ulties mu-l .ind -llail In mu lemiated and j. • v (L,., nan id .< i «• .letei 
TniTied to allow a<» suhxor-ive nr n*» olul imi.irv .elixifies to po*. t ui u- *,■•< .ulM<»\uig 
this gie.il purpose jm ninth iti.iax of u- ln\«* loosed loi lor,-.* o ,i 

These me the two aspects ot the policy It k oin nusiia -s a is our 
duty, to put down ,i inovemini wlneli mist leailt >i ah iniinaLd m 

tlie dcslriiet'on of all oiderh «.o\ **rniii**nt Un tin «,Imj ii.mo' it is 

equally and oven more our duty to show that w*e and II is Majesty’s 
Government mean business and that we ne iij.moiis in pet ,,u with the 
reforms. Suveh what lias taken place during Ihe 1. d fi w months in 

criTinection with these v,irons CommdL"^ does show ( \,y. 1 inten¬ 

tion of doing our best to expedite matters 

>7ow t . Sir. before T ‘-’if down there is onK one other milter fo wdiieb 
I wash to refer verv briefly T presume it is suggested that fbe proper 
course for Government to take now k to release Air Gandhi and tla* 
other Congress leaders forthwith in an -'flbrf fo living about rnnciTution 
and pence But what has happened in the last three months fo encourage 
the view” that the action would, in fact, lead to a peaceful settlement? 
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On the ether hand, we can reasonably say that it would lead to nothing 
except the immediate revival of all those activities which brought India 
very nearly to the brink of a catastrophe. And if Honourable Members 
opposite think that this is the right course to follow, 1 think it is incumbent 
upon them to show in what respects circumstances have changed since 
Government were reluctantly compelled to take the course of actiun which 
they did take at the end of last December and towards the beginning 
of January. 1 can only give my own opinion, Sir, and it is this, that 
I can find no reason at present for believing that the weapon of civil 
disobedience, that most pernicious and appalling weapon, would be 
abandoned, and in that case the only result would be that we should 
be landed back in a condition far worse than that m which we were 
last year and all the confidence in the policy of Government would be 
completely destroyed. 

One last word, Sir, before 1 sit down. This may be the la^t occasion 
on which 1 shall address this House on this very important and ditncult 
subject. 1 do not know whether J have spoken more \\amny man 1 
ougnt to do, but 1 can assure the House tnat the only warmth that is 
m my mind and heart is the warmth of a very sincere desire for the 
future ueiiare of India and a determination that, it L can, i will not be 
a party to un\ action which in my view would seriously injure her future. 
(Applause.) 

N 

Mr. G. S. Ranga, Iyer: Sir, the Honourable the Leader of the House 
concluded his observations with a very touching remark, namely, that 
this is Ins last speech on a controversial issue and that he had. nothing 
else but tile Wellure of India at heart. Sir, we on this side of the House 
are quite willing and equally sincere m our willingness to admit that he 
has the welfare oi India at heart. (Hear, Lear.) I would exonerate the 
Honourable the Leader ol tin* House from any initial responsibility for 
the imprisonment ot Mahatma Gandhi. Sir, i would even go a step 
lurther and say that had the spirit that animates the Honourable the 
Leader of the House animated Whitehall, Mahatma (fundhi would not 
have been in prison but would have been working with the Lothian 
mission, of which he was a member originally, wandering in the country, 
examining witnesses and miles and miles of people from long distances 
would have come to have his datsltan . Unfortunately, the Honourable 
the Leader of the House is a leader of a House winch is not a sovereign 
Parliament and a Member of an Executive Council which has peen 
described, and correctJy described, by tbe late Lord Curzon as “a sub¬ 
ordinate branch of the Imperial Administration *. Sir, I wish that White¬ 
hall and Sir Samuel Hoare had been animated by the same spirit that 
has animated throughout the Honourable the Leader of the House. We 
hold him responsible for one thing, and we are proud to hold him respon¬ 
sible for that, namely, for bringing about the Gandhi-Irwin Pact. What 
the Honourable the Leader of the House brought about last year or 
brought about before last year, has now been broken by the circular of 
Mr. Benthall which has raised this discussion of our objection to til© 
expedition of the reforms. This has happened as a result of the General 
Election. That is the whole issue. 

Mr, Arthur Moore: May I ask, Sir, whether the Honourable Member 
is in order in raising this point if no answer is permitted? 


* 
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Mx. President (The Honourable Sn lbraLiim JLUihimtoola): The Honour¬ 
able Member (Mr. liangu 1} vr) will abstain lroiu thawing ins extracts 
from Mr. iientuall's cucuiur. The Honourable Member has seen that 
the Honourable IMa*. Jauiiav and the llonouruble the Header ot the House 
have dealt with the issue that is beioie the House at considerable length 
without bringing m tin* circular ot Air. Bent hull. 


Mr. 0. S* Kanga, Iyer:l am not bringing it in either 1 was suggesting 
that the root oi tins expedition ol the leiomis is m the lientiialt circular, 
though we do not want the authority <>t the Bent hull circular because 
there is some higher authority than that, namely, the Statesman of 
Calcutta. 'Ilieie is some higher aulhont> stilJ, ti.unrh, Winston l hiirclnll; 
there are still higher authorities, namely, thi- Tor) Press and Sir Samuel 
floare. I was saving that there are higher .nithoi»tics than Mr. Henthatl 
lnmseli because the internal evidence in an. important circular by a less 
important personality does not tumble me .it all 1 am concerned with 
the expedition oi the retorms and the expedition ol the letoims arose 
from the General .Election. The whole spmt has changed alter Sir 
Samuel Hoaiv replaced Air. Wedgwood Bonn ... 

Mr. Arthur Moore. Alay L ask, hir, again whether the Honourable 
Alember is entitled to elaborate the same point as my lrieml Mr. Has 
when it is not permissible to point out that Mr. Bent hull js bringing a 
charge against- certain Conservative* members of the Government alter the. 
election ot having attempted to do something which he tried to prevent, 
them from doing. 

Mr. President: (Tim Huiiouiable Sir Ibrahim Jtahuutoola;. if the 
Honourable Member does not mention anything about AJr tienthaH’s 
circular he is entitled to say that there has been a change in the Govern¬ 
ment oi Britain to winch several other references have also been made, 

and that the reason why Mahatma Gandhi was .n jad and the rtfoims 

were being expedited was the Parliamentary election and the change of 
Government in Eritain. 1 do not see how that can be out of order. 

Mr. Arthur Moore: May 1 point out th.it Members *n« referring to 
the circular, without apparently reading it, and they should not draw 
any conclusions if they would read it, they would find that the circular 

points out* that this movement d/d not succeed There was an attempt 

to produce this change of policy in the Government after the elections, 
hilt no such change eventually came about, as they reverted to their 
former policy 1 of the Labour Government 


Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim lhilnmtoola): The Honour¬ 
able Member can deal with the British policy and the policy of the 
Government of India. 


Mr. 0. S. Range Iyer: I was ju*-t saying what the Honourable gentle¬ 
men said. I was not going to tnl<e my stand on a circular to which refer¬ 
ence has been made and in this case, it was meant obviously, as he 
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himself pointed out, for the first of April. (Laughter.) 1 was replying 
to the observations which tho Honourable the Leader of the House, a 
more important personality than any other personality in this country, 
made in this debate. The Honourable the Leader of the House said 
tlijit he v\ as anxious, his Government were anxious to get on with the 
reforms, i do not for a moment question the anxiety of the Government 
to get on with the reforms, but we are anxious that we should get on 
with not mne reforms, but reforms that have to be worked. Can any 
reforms in this countrv work unless }ou lm\e the bulk of public opinion 
with you'* If the Gu\ eminent do not want to cany the public opinion with 
them, the\ can afford to follow the present policy of repression cum reforms. 
The Honourable the Leader ot the House asked, what do the Opposition 
want? Should we hn\e indulged in naked and unashamed repression? No- 
biul\ wanted them, to indulge in und luted repression, but everybody 
wanted them to follow the pohe) of unmitigated reforms. Once you dilute 
the wine of ief-,mis with tie* water of repression, once you dilute reforms 
in such a manner as the\ are diluted by the Ordinances, tho country w r ill 
not see the reforms but oiil\ the Ordmanees. I would invite the Honour¬ 
able the Leader of the Hoii^** to take up am Indian morning newspaper 
and also the streamer headlines in that newspayur even under the Ordi¬ 
nances, and what will lu find? He will find that the country is not 
interested in reforms hut repression. You cannot under the blight and 
blast of repression build up reforms Reforms cannot grow in an atmo¬ 
sphere like that. That is why we sn\ do not expedite reforms until von 
create the atmosphere necessary for the refoim.s That atmosphere is 
now' lacking, and why is it lacking? It is lacking because, as Sir John 
Ma\nard, a great Englishman who has known this country, lias observed, 
Mahatma Gandhi, on his return to this country asked for an interview 
and that intemew was unwisely not granted I snv that the Honour- 
aide the Leader of the House was not responsible for the refusal of that 
inteiwiew, which was di'*tat“d from Whitehall Tf there had been Mr, 
Heim as the Secret ar\ of State for India. lh*> interview would have been 
granted The spirit m Whitehall changed This is not the pi sice for me 
to disclose ... 


The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I must mtenenc now I must 
challenge the statement of m\ Honourable friend that anv action taken 
at tlut time w*as dictated from Whitehall 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: Th»* Leader ot the House is perfectly entitled 
to challenge my statement, hut he cannot challenge the impression tlmt 
I gathered when I was in London Tie cannot challenge the impression 
that T formed after m\ long conversations with Mr. Benn and other 
Cabinet Ministers which was contained m a statement that T made on 
landing in India, that 'Mahatma Oandlii would be imprisoned but that he 
would be released to enable 'him to be present at tlio Second Round Table 
Conference, a statement which was contradicted bv the Sunday Times, 
of London, hut a statement which subsequently turned out to be true. 
(Hear, hear.) I am therefore suggesting that the socialist mentality 
which was in Whitehall is not tho Conservative mentality which is in 
Whitehall today. T wish Government had not declined the intemew to 
Mahatma Gandhi, holding the opinion that Government themselves hold 
about birn. What did the Private Secretary to His Excellency the Viee«)y. 

1 2 
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himself state in Ills letter to Mahatma Gandhi ? There is internal evidence 
in that letter that the Viceroy appreciated the attitude that Mahatma 
Gandhi took up in London, and what did Mahatma Gandhi himself say 
in his reply to the Viceroy? I should not like to take up the time of 
the House by reading that portion of the letter. There is plenty of 
> evidence in that letter that Mahatma Gandhi was willing to co-operate 
with the Government and enquire alike into the Frontier and the United 
Provinces situation, and if be found that the Congress was wrong, he 
said in bis letter to the Viceroy, €t T will give the rigbf. lead to the 
CongressHere is a lender of a people, a great man who was once 
admitted to the Viceregal Palace in loin cloth, who was entertained in 
London and respected at the St. James’s Falnce and on his return to 
India when ho asked for an interview', he is told off . ... 


An Honourable Member: tinder a threat. 


Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: Mv Honourable 1 friend savs, “under n threat”. 
This is exactly what Mahatma Gandhi wrote, and if there is a single 
threat in this letter, I will apologise to the Honourable Member Mahatma 
Gandhi wrote: 

“If it is not yet too late. I would a^k His Excellency to reconsider hi* decision 
and seo me as a friend without imposing anv conditions whatsoever as to the scope 
or suhioct of discussion and T. on mv part, can promise that T would study uith an 
open mind all the facts that he niierht put before me T would nn^e'itatimdv and 
willinelv tro to the respective provinces and with the aid of t.he authorities «tndv hoth 
sides of the question and if T came to the conclusion «uich study that the 

people were wrong and that the Working Committee including mvself were nusled 
as to the correct position and that the Government, were riirht T should have no 
hesitation whatsoever in making that open confession and guiding the Congress accord 

infdy” 


Such is the undertaking from Mahal mu Gandhi to the Yicerov of India. 
Instead of seizing that opportunity, instead of trying to create an atmos¬ 
phere of wood will. dictated hv Whitehall, bv the new' defiant spirit that 
is in Whitehall, whMi is not different from the spirit of Mr. Churchill 
himself, hero is Mahatma Gandhi, a loader of a people, worshipped hv 
the people, a leader w'ith a following the like of w'hich the world has not 
yet seen, here is a leader who is told off and then looked up in prison. T 
want the Honourable the Lender of the House to recommend to the Gov¬ 
ernment of India to revise their attitude, send for Mahatma Gandhi and 
create the statw* quo miir internment and carry on important conversa¬ 
tions. However, it must he borne in mind most elenrlv thnt in an at¬ 
mosphere like this, hv expediting the reforms, you may he able to have 
another election next venr, hut that election will he boycotted *""ch 
more strenuously than the lasf ele^ion was boycotted. It is not the hurry 
or the haste or the v a<dc of reforms that we w\ant. It is the settlement 
of the Indian nuestion that we demand. It has been recomised that 
Mnhntma Gandhi is the Bight Wing leader of the Congress, not the Left 
Wing leader and therefore T w r ould once a"nin tell the Government, not to 
follow the policy of rnllvine the moderates, harrying the extremists and 
rushing the reforms (Applause.) 

Mr. 8. 0. Mitrs (Chittagong and Bajshahi Divisions: Non-Muham¬ 
madan Rural): Sir, I am opposed to this motion for adjournment because 
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my angle of vision is quite different from that of many others. The time 
has not come for Mahatma Gandhi to be sent for for any settlement. I 
agree with my friend Haji Abdoola Haroon that any Government would 
have done the same thing that this Government has been doing. I ask 
my friends on this side, do they seriously expect that a powerful Gov¬ 
ernment will concede any substantial powers with this little sacrifice and 
suffering that the nation has undergone \et n 1 sa\ vou are wrong. I 
say the time will come later on to move a motion like this, and it will 
then be acclaimed bv the Government Benches; hut the time has not 
come yet The nation must show and prove its mettle. Instead of 
moving these motions, I think we should wait and wait till the real time 
(Mimes, when the nation will prove that they have not been crumpled up 
under the repression. 

An Honourable Member; India is not one nation at all 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra Mv Honourable friend max shout that India is not 
one nation, and mv friend Haji Abdoola Haroon was saving that his com¬ 
munity was anxious to help the Government to anv extent. I sav there 
are many amongst the Hindus as well who are anxious to help Govern¬ 
ment; he need not think that loxaltv is a monopoly for his eommunitv ; 
I know of the minorities pact and the selfish motives actuating them and 
their anxietv to fish in troubled waters; T can assure Government that 
there are people even amongst the Hindus who will he glad to co-operate 
with Government. But that is not mv point There will of course bo 
such men in any nation in the world. 

An Honourable Member: Question. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra: As regards Mahatma Gandhi himself, the esteemed 
Leader of the House said that Government reached the limit and ihev had 
to take steps. What was the limit? He particularly mentioned two 
provinces, the Frontier Province and the United Provinces In the 
Frontier Province Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan was arrested. Whv? Because 
he refused to go to a dinner or tea partv or to attend a durbar. And the 
situation in a nutshell, as regards the United Provinces, was tin’s: nego¬ 
tiations were going on; Mahatma Gandhi was coming from Filmland hut 
Government took the pretext that all the rents about which negotiations 
were going on between the Congress Partv and the Government for the 
year must be paid before the end of the month If the rents were paid, 
then there remained nothing for these people to negotiate about Men 
like Pandit .Tawnhnrlnl Nehru tried their best*. «'hon the Provincial Con- 
ferenee was forbidden in Agra, he agreed lnmself to postpone it and an¬ 
nounced that he was anxious to go and meet Mahatma Gandhi *md take 
his advice. The General Secretary of the All-Tndbi Con "rows Committee. 
Mr. Jawahar Lai. was arrested and mv Honourable friend the Leader of 
the House tells us that these are the occasions when the limit was reached 
and the Government could not wait for n fexv hours, wVm M-m-Hma 
Gandhi on bended knees wanted to see His F^'plVwv the Vb*nro\ onlv to 
discuss—he did not make it a point that the Ordinances must he suspend¬ 
ed; he merely wanted to discuss them,—hut that was also denied 

I now come back to the point. I for one do not reallv believe that w’e 
will gain anything unless the fight goes on to a finish. And here I differ 
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very much from iny old friend of the Congress, Mr. Kuuga Iyer. He 
thinks tlial Mahatma Gandhi, if he was five, would be roaming with 
Lord Lothian to settle these terms. The difference is that, what Mahatma 
Gaqdhi wants is the freedom of the country, which in other words is full 
Dominion Status, and not tinkering with tin's reform or that reform, for 
which my moderate friends in the Bound Table Conference are so anxious. 
That is the fundamental difference between the Congress and the so-called 
co-operators ami model ales and liberals I think, on second considera¬ 
tion. un fiiend, Mr. Hanga Iyer, who knows the Congress as much as 
anybody else knows it will see th.«t until Government yield and come to a 
reasonable frame nt mind, this fight will go on. As a matter of fact when 
the Irwiii-Gandlu pact came about, the Labour Government in England 
felt tliat India had proved her mettle, that India had become a nation 
and the time had come for a real concession, for real Dominion Status. 

Now, as ha*- been said, ailtr this- new election a reactionary House of 
Commons think they can merely tinker with the little reforms. Some of 
our friends at-c very anxious to have provincial autonomy. Do they know' 
what is provincial anion >im without responsibility in the centre? I 
have consulted with some Minister, both Hindus and Muslims, ot my pro¬ 
vince, who say that in the piovnicial exchequer there is no money. They 
were anxious to do something for their people. Free primary education is 
an essential thing ior the countrv, which question had been raised 
decades before by you. Sir, and persistently pressed by the late 
Mr. Gokhale all his hie But even this elementary thing we have not 
been able to get out of the Government all those years. What is this 
provincial uutonomv ? It mav he that sonic* of our friends are very 
anxious to sit in the place of th«* European bureaucrats as Ministers and 
draw Bs 5 OOO a month, hut ho a does it affect the interest of tho people 
at large? Tint what will happen without responsibilitv in the centre? 
Without real control in the central finance, what is provincial autonomy? 
I know in my province of Bengal we get 10 or 11 erores, while our people 
pay 40 erores The balance goes to the Central Exchequer, and Minister 
after Minister vva- m >st anxious to do some good for the people. They 
are lovalists and < o-operators. hut thev sav, those who have real experi¬ 
ence admit, that there is nothing in this provincial autonorm with empty 
exchequers Possihlv it mav help some of those friends here to git big 
positions, hut for the nation it means nothing The other dav I w r as 
speaking about the question of unemployment We were fighting, my 
friend. Mr B Das will he fighting with the capitalists, hut there is no. 
national dividend to be divided: we will all bo fighting and as long as this 
fighting goes on it is certain Unit the Britishers will rule over this country'. 
Why should they yield? When the real time comes, and when we will 
all unite in nur self-sacrifice and suffering, then we will prove our worth 
that we are a real nation, and then the time will come for Mahatma 
Gandhi to come and settle Sir, I am against such motions. 

Several Honourable Members: The question may now be put. 

Mr. President: .1 accept the closure. Th. question is that the question 
be now r put.. ... 
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The Assembly divided: 


AYES—48. 


Aoott, Mr A. R V 

Ahmad Nawaz Khan, Major Na\vab. 

Ahmed, Mr. K 

Allah Baksh Khan Tiwana, Khan 
Bahadur Malik. 

Anklesana, Mr N. N. 

Azizuddin Ahmad Bilgrami. Q*/i 
Bajpai, Mr. G. S. 

Bapai, Mr R S. 

Banerji,, Mr Rajnarayan 
Bhore, The Honourable Sir Jof-eph 
f’low, Mr A. (1 
Dalai, Dr. R. I). 

Fazal Haq Pinicha, Shaikh 
Fn\. Mr II B 

French, Mr J. C i 

Ghtiznavi, Mr. A H 
Gidney, Lieut -Colonel Sir Henry 
Graham, Sir Lancelot. 

(«wynnc, Mr C. W. 

Haig, The Honourable Mr H G 
11owell. Sir Evelyn 
Ismail All Khan, Kuuvutt Ha ve , 
Jawahar Singh. Sardar Bahadur 
Naidar. 

Iifil Chand, Ilony Captain Kao Baba 
dur Chaudhri 


Maywood Ahmad, Mr. M 
Megaw, Major General J. W. D. 

M oo re, Mr. A rth ur. 

Morgan, Mr. G. 

Mukherjoe, Kai Bahadur S. C 
Nixon, Mr J. (’ 

Noyce, Sir Frank 
Filial, Mr N. K 

Rufiuddin Aha ad, ixhin Bahadur 

Maulvi. 

Kaghuhir Singh, Kunu.u 
Kamy, Tim Jlonomablo Sir George. 
Rama Kao. Disvan Bahadur U* 

Rau, Mi. I* K 

Roy, Mi. S. N. 

Ryan, Mr. T. 

'■Ghi, Mr Ram Pr.e-h.id Varavan 
Schuster, '1 In* Honourable Sir George 
Scott Mr .1 Kamsas 

Sher Muhammad Khan Gnkh.i . Cap- 
lain 

Snhra\\ard\. Sir Aodulla. 

Tin Tut. Mi 

Wajihuibbn Kb .hi Baiiadur Haji. 

Y 'Mi n Khan. Ml Muhammad 
Young, Mr G M 


XOEfi-34. 


Abdul Matin Chaudhury, Mr 
Azhar All, Mr Muhammad. 
Bhnput Sing, Mr. 

Biswas. Mr C. C 
Da*. Mr B 
DeSouza, Dr F. X 
Dutt, Mr A mar Nath 
Gunjal, Mr N. R. 

Harbans Singh Brar, Sirdar 
Han Raj Swarup, Lala. 

J8ra, Chaudhn 
Jog, Mr. S G 
Joshi, Mr N T . M 
Laic hand Nuvalrai, Mr 
Liladhar Chnudhury, Seth. 
Misra, Mr B N. 

Mitra, Mr R. C. 

The motion was adopted 


Muazzam Sahib Bahadur, Mr 
Muhammad 

Mujumdar Sard.u G X 
Munshi, Mr. Jehangir K 
Xeo'V. Mr K C 
Pandit, Rao Bahadm S K 
Patll. Rio Bahadm B L 
Kanga Iyer, Mr C S 
Rastogi. Mr Badri Lai 
Reddi, Mr T N. Ramaknsnzia. 

Sant Singh. Sardar 

Sarda, Divt.m Bahadur H.iibilas 

Sen, Mr S C. 

Nm r h, Kumar Gupte'-hwar Prasad 
Singh, Mr. Gaya Prasad 
Sitaramaraju, Mr B 
Sukhraj Rai. Rai Bahadur. 
Thampan, Mr. K V. 


Mr. President: Sirdar TTnrbuns Singh to replv nov\ 

(Sirdar "Harbans Singh walked out without rephing ) 

I think he does not want to reply 

The question whieh T have now to put is that the House do now 
adjourn. 

The motion was negatived. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Saturday 
the 2nd April, 1988. ^ 




APPENDIX.* 


*•* 


X tuuslaUun oj lh L 6 ^ilclU dvltvcmd in AiaiaLht on the liJth March, 0X3^, 
in (hi LcytnMLioo .Bai/mob/, utj i\ir A U Uunjal, M. L. A. 

Mr, R. Gunjal ^Buinbux Central Divihiun. Aon Alubaiiiniudun 

llUictly i liM lu UppOMl LiiL lsUllltlLld in lumped oj liuj huiuc Iscpaf L- 

nicui Duiin^ tin. last two xeui'o, 1 luid that the aumim.-RiaUGn oi the 
Uoiik* lA'jMiUmut oi tiie Cu\i liiaieiiL oi inula it> not lull salis- 

mulunlx. litu ii</Uu JJcj)LLi LiiicUL ib lLbpoiioiOiu loi Ur pK.|R,r atlinmis- 
titil je»i j of law dim order, but jicuntU Inc puupit oi 1 r,\c i/ume to 

know lii« uiibdlibldcloiA adiijiioblialiOiJ oi the iiuiuc Department in 
respect oi pit ai rxiii;, mw «aut oidei in India Government ai* ruling 
iudia, n>l 1 >\ oidiiiai v aWo, but Lj, OiebnaiiccN the application oi willed) 
has been baa. ller-pi itauu* men and women ba \c been sent tu jail, uselul 
associal joii-» have been dtilureu unlawful, and procti&SiUUb and things oi 
tiiat land ii.iti been dispii-id J>u, i wain Uie Dome Department, against 
ail these abuse.- oi tiie law 

His ih\ei lioiie; 1 ,-"i I:\iin, I he (V* v n • m\ oi imha inning noticed ah 
t»u - anti >- ' 1 1 i,u> n\ m- .wn uhieti'-, arm lamn r ^,*ugvd tiie depth of 
puhhe keimg tn iiiu'a. e.all'-u Mahatma tiandiu iur eunsuitation and 
entereji with inn into a pad, now known a> “Gandhi-lrw in Pact”. This 
pact ol Hi- Excellency Lord Iiwin as well as iu^ good qualities of heart 
at re mueh a|*pieeialed by the general public in \iew oi the conciliatory' 
pol jc\\ ol the Government, Alaliatma (hindhi agreed to go to London and 
.epivsehl ihe (’onaies^ \nw at the Bound Table Conference there. But 
no sooner lie ciiue bach m India the Home Department issued orders to 
arrest linn and put him under lock and key. The mischief caused In the 
Home Department does not end there Tiny issued orders for the arrest 
»>! o\erei m.d renowned leader^ hke Bandit Jawaharlal Nehru, Subhash 
Chandra host. Vallabhbhai I’atel, \ ithalhhai Patel, Bhopatkar, Karandikar, 
Gobble, Masurkar Malmraj and several others Sir, all these go to show 
that there is somewhere something wiong witli th»- administration of the 
Horn** Uepailmeni We on tin.-* side. Sir, feel that it is a zooloomi 
milium* tration and that all demands for the "Homo .Department should be 
ent <io* T u as tin* Department luu failed entirely to preserve the necessary 
peace and order in the land according to the country ’s desire 

Tin superior European officials arc not permanent residents of India, 
hut w», Indians are the permanent residents here This fact must not 
bo foriottfii The Europeans, who eat the <alt of India, are now per- 
seeufing Indians 'Dus attitude of the Government is a sign of their down¬ 
fall It should be remembered that no Government who ruled Delhi 
enjoyed the throne for a long time, while persecuting their Mibjocts. Look 
at the ancient histor\ of the Delhi Empire? Government should pav heed 
to the events of historx P> hag wan Sliri Krishna has said in the Gita: 

“Adhi jatf. hudhi ani may jatr rajija" - “The man loses his reason first, then his 
Kingdom ,f 

The Kauravas, who were at one time ruling Delhi lost their kingdom 
because they perpetrated several crimes, inflicted zulurn on the subjects, 
and persecuted and prosecuted, sages and saints and convicted men of 

*Vid? page 2321 of these Debate# 
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light ana leading. There is another example oi Havana. During the 
reign of Havana, several atrocities took place with the result that there 
appeared on earth the incarnation oi Hama to destroy Havana. 

At present, Ordinance Htfj is going on, and Oovernmem. au- persecuting 
several sages and saints,—men like Musurkar Aiuluimj and Panchgonkar 
Moharuj. who -s called Kanuias -and the voimgei gnici.iMou lor notiimg 
What does this indicate. It appears that the talents and icasons o| the 
officials oi the Homo Department of the Government of India have m m i t 
cd them and it the Home Department earn on administration wu limit 
tact, skill and talents. Government \ill li.ao to sutler consequences and 
will repent for al! sueh acts. 

The bureaucrat \ should remember that in ease we gel the power- in 
our hands we wui no: lad to retain t< ag..!nst tinhad ,n I * ot ih*- < «<»\ 
ernnient The Unlish promises of peac.e and protection. inert ' and 
safety, have imw hroiu u do,\ n , an.i t 4 •diouM In lemniilM reil !hti lie 
tuno is not iar oft, when such repressions will lead to revolution Willi 
these words, 1 support the motion t' roiuse the entuc Demand'* in respect 
<>i the Hook Depaii meiit on iccounl of it,- ulti r l.ulun t . pM“»r\e law 
and order in tie <•- ■ ■ntrv 1 , their in -hardline < i ilu present u uium 
situation 


♦“Thai ii sum not exceeding Rs. 5,48,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
fJouncil to defray the charges which will come m course of payment during the year 
ending the 31st March, 1933. in respect of ‘Home Department,’ ” 
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The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at 
Eleven of the Clock. Mr President m the Chair 


STATEMENT OF BUSINESS 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Leader of the House) Perhaps it 
may he for the t onvenienco of the House if F make a brief statement about 
the state of Cio\eminent biiMuesw and the probable date on which the 
session eau be terminated flov* rmnent have examined the state of 
business raivf ull\, and fliex feel that unless something e.in lie done to 
lighten the programme, it looks as if the greater part of the next week 
will be occupied m the discussion ol the various Bills and resolutions. In 
Mew of that fact. the\ have cninp to the conclusion that it is desirable to 
post pom further consideration of the Bdl for the prof return of the sugar 
mdustrv until the September session 'Flint a Bill on which there are 
a number <»f amendments, the discussion of which might take up several 
hours ii| the t.nie of the House Then fore. T should like to sa\ that we 
sha ( l l»i v.. ; id\ i i i. - i pi hr nmnoii huh has been .ilread\ moved by my 
Honourable friend Mr S\k«‘s that the mrther consideration of the Bill be 
postponed until tin September s'^1011 Ordinanlv tlnue would bo very 
sfroin; ol»|ection* to following this cours t - m the case of an\ Bill designed 
for the protection «»{ an mdiisfn because the industry woidd in ordinary 
eireumst;up*e^ be deprived of tin protection which it was proposed to give 
it. But m tIn^ case the dut\ which will be in force for the next twelve 
months is ‘Jo per cent higher owing to the surcharge than the duty pro¬ 
posed to he fixed b\ the Bill, and therefore the sugar mdustrv will not in 
am wa\ be prejudiced b\ th*» postponement of the Bill If that done, 
(Mi\i>mmeiif Imnr tint it mi 11 he to^ihl** tn finish the programme of work 
l>' Wednesrlax. the bth I slmuld like to take this opportunit\ to mention 
tliat on Tucsdax the oth of April, a statement will ho made on behalf of 
tile Education, Health and Lands Department a* to the result of the work 
of the recent mission to South Africa, and ns T understand there is a gen¬ 
eral feeling that the Finite would like to have an onpoitunitx ot discus¬ 
sing this statement. Covenunont propose to put down a purelv formal 
motion tliat- the statement made max be taken into consideration so that 
Members mn\ have an opportunity of expressing their views after they 
have heard the statement Finally, Honourable Members are aware that 
then* is on the paper a motion In in\ Honourable friend. Sir Frank Noyce, 
that the Bill further to amend the Indian Merchant Shipping Act for 
certain purposes he referred to a Select Committee. The Hou&e is also 
aware that, yesterday two further Bills have been introduced, also arising, 
as this Bill arose, out of the recommendations of the Haj Committee. It 
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would obviously be* convenient if these two Bills could lie referred to the 
same Select. Committee that will consider the first Bill, and therefore if 
the House think that that is a reasonable course—and I shall be glad to 
discus* with Party Leaders during the course of the day to ascertain their 
views on the point.—in that case motions would be put down to refer these 
two Bills also to the same Select Committee. T hope that what I have 
said will satisfy the House that it is the desire of the Government to meet 
the convenience of Members and to do what lies in their power to expedite 
the haziness so thaf the session mav not- he undulv prolonged 


STATEMENTS LAIT) ON THE TABLE 

Subsidy run fob the Mui Motor Sermck betwkkv Su.um \xn 

Mr. T. Ryan (Director General, Boats and Telegraphs): I lay on the 
table the information promised in reply to starred question No 748 asked 
hv Mr f) K Lnhiri Chandlnirv on flu* 11th Mmvli 1932 


(a) Yes 
{(») Y<* 

It) The .trr.nii*ements made L\ the Superintendent weie of a temporary nature m 
ordei in avoid break-down in the transpoit of mails, and (1<»\ eminent .ue 1 1 *» 
tied that -on h acrion in special cirrumstame- i* justifiable 

(*/) St i it tly hpeakim; the authority of the PuslinaMei-Clenei .il was noce^ai \. though 
it wa& not obtained f»\ the Supermtendciit . l*ut for the iv.ison explained m the iepl> 
to pait fr' above f.overnment do not consider that thi*- . .t*»e necessitates anv nction 
asr.iUh that nffirer 


T’W OF DUKTRI)^ \M> 10 PER CEN1 CU'I IN TIIEIR PaV 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig (Horne Member) : I lay on the table 
the information promised in reply to parts (a) and (d) of starred question 
No 376 tisked hv Air D K Lahiri Chnudhury on the 16th February, 1932 


With reference to the reply given to starred question No 376 on the 16tli Feb¬ 
ruary 1932, I have to anv th.n there are 404 Reiord Sorters and Puftries employed in 
the fJovernment of India Secretariat and it 5 * attached and subordinate offices Of 
these 27 are in receipt of pav of over TN 40 a month 


Old Record Sorters, Jemadars and Peons retained tn the Government 

of Tndta Secretariat. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member): I lay on the 
table the information promised in reply to starred question No. 743 asked 
by Mr. Muhammad Anwar-uk Azim on the 9th March, 1932. 


(a) Yes* there are eight in all. 

( b) There is no compulsory age or service limit, for retirement in their ease Fit¬ 
ness for tie work of their grade is the sole criterion for their retention 
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Appointment of Muhammadans in the Bailway Audit Services. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I lay on the table the informa¬ 
tion promised in reply to unstarred questions Nos. 219 and 220 asked by 
Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin on the 23rd March. 1932 


219 {f/) Tin* number of mftn holding permanent (including proxi.sional) appoint- 


incut'* m cadi grade »f ihe Ihiihvux Audi 1 Sim v m n 1 * ii- Inline.- 

(i) Assistant Audit Officers . . 17 

(it) Senior Auditors ... .... 5s 

( Hi ) Junior Auditors ........ 40 

(tv) Clerks • 


Details fit the distribution ot posts as between permanent and tempo¬ 
rary and grades I and II are not immediately available Total 
number of clerks in seivire nri 31s1 December 1931, \va~ 393 


(*>• 

(»)’above . . ........ Nil 

(if) above .......... 3 

(in) above .......... 2 

(tv) above .......... 43 


220. Ire) The pinpniliou f*t i«*i ruitmen! of minority lornmunitie** is being strictly 
adhered to l>oth for piohaimuaix uuditois and tor clerk** Sunilarlx on reduction of 
posts the prescribed latio ha** been obserxed in discharging staff 

(b) No. Iterate \xhen posts me being reduced and **taff retiemhed no super- 
numerarx appointments i;m possibly be made 


Appointment of Sikhs in the Audit Office, Indi\n Stores Department. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I lay on the table the information 

promised jn reply to starred que^ion No 723 asked bv Sardar Sant Singh 
on the 9th March 1932 


(n) None 

(6) Appoint mein * to post* of Accountant** uie made • hieflx b\ pioinoiion from 
clerks who h.ixe (qualified bx pa-sing the Subordinate Ait mint' Servo e Examination, 
and occasionally by direct recruitment. In the office of the Auditor General, none 
of the Sikh clerk* is* qualified for such promotion In the Audit Offire, Indian Stores 
Department, there is one junior Sikh clerk who has noxx passed th** Sulimdinate 
Accounts Service examination and his claim foi promotion will be considered in his 
turn. 


(c) The total stiength is 102 The elements of Hindus Miilianim.id.ins and Sikhs 
and the province they belong to are gixen l>elow : < 


— 

Hindus. : 

| 

| Muhamadans. 

! i 

Sikhs. 

Total. 

Bengal 

. 

. 

48 

: 


48 

Punjab 

. 


15 

o 

0 

23 

Delhi . 


• 

2 

is ; 

• • 

15 

Madras . 

• 

• 

9 

; 


9 

United Provinces . 

• 

i 

2 i 


2 




74 

17 ! 

1 

6 

| 37 
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Disposal op Appeals by the Inspecting Officer, Military Lands and 
Cantonments, Northern Command. 

Mr. G. M. Young (Army Secretary): I lay on the table the information 
promised in reply to parts ( b) to (/) of starred question No. 859 asked by 
-Khan Bahadur llaji Wajihuddin on tin* 181 h March, 1982 


(A) The General Officer ('(unrounding in ('hief, Northern t’ommand, himself passes 
orders on appeals 

(c) Yes 

( d ) The answer to the first part of the question is in the negative and the answer 
to the second part, in the affirmative 

(0 No 

(/) Does not aii-e 


Schools foe Children of Bail way Employees at Gorakhpur. 

Mr. P R. Rau (Financial Commissioner, Railways). 1 lay on the table 
the informal ion promised in rcpl\ fn unstanvd question No n, r > *>skcd by 
Mr \ B Ounjal on the dth March, 1982 


(oj Ye- 

{ ( j ) {i) to o\i At Girf.ikhpui the Bengal .aid Noith We-tcin U.ulw.iv administra¬ 
tion have piovided tvn mIiomK fo» the ihddien <>{ then Tndi *n emplowex. one is a 
Bov ' school leaching nj> In the 6»tli Anglo Yet Jiueulai Cl.iis and llu* uthei ,i Girls’ 
Kindei g.irteu school Tbe-e t\\«• -i hooL vveio movided for the benefit of staff living 
near the Locomotive Worl shop* which me at some distance from rhe • ilv in which 
lluineinn- -ihola-in in-f'tilium- me .u.n-.ihle for (hildien oI nine' ’’uilwav -Lift T'lu. 
mimher ol ohddivu nt Tndi.m emplovees utlenduig thc-c 1 \ • * -ho 1- 

(v) Ye- 

(vi) The Bengal and N oi th \Ye-h*ni Railwuv contribute II- 100 pci im nsein to tin* 
Boys’ -chool and finis’ -rhool. and Bs 22d pci men-ern to the ll.til i.<v s« hnol .il 
Gorakhpur* tor I he children of European and \n«jlo Indian <mplo.ee- The I’.nlwav 
also 1 ‘onf ri bates Tf- 200 per men-ern to sr hoo|- pi the aitv v hn |i .i • • .db-nded l»v 
children of Indian en ployoo* 

(vn) Yc- 

(/) Tt >. understood ill,it Bailv.iv s< liools h.»\i been provided vh«i« in I,,’- of 
edue.dion.il F.u ibtio- ha- made tin- noce-.-arv 

I fZ) Does not nri-e 


Head Draftsman, Loco. Headquarters Office, North Western Railway. 

Mr. P. R. Rau: T lav on the table the information promised in reply 
to unstarred question No. 286 asked bv Lain Bamosluvar Prasad Bagla on 
the 23rd March, 1932. 


(a) The reply is in the negative 

[b) It is a fact that he was previously a trncei and then a photographer in the 

Publicity Branch of the Headquarters office. Tt is, however, not a fact that lie has 
never worked on the boards Tie does so now when urgency demands and checks 
the major portion of work done by the staff employed under him. _ 

(r) Does not arise. 




THE SUGAB INDUSTBY (PBOTECTION) BILL— contd. 

Mr. President: Further consideration of the motion that the Bill to 
provide for the fostering and development of the *ugar industry in British 
India, as reported hv the Select Committee, be taken into consideration, 
and the amendment of Mr. Sykes that the consideration of the Bill be 
postponed to the September Session. 

Mr. B. Das (Oris*a Division: Non-Muhammadan) Although the 
Leader of tin* House m his statement about the work before the House 
has said that would he quite willing to postpone the debate on the Sugar 
Industry (Protection) Bill, wo on this side of the House are in no 

mood to posipone the passing of this Bill till the next session. I 

do not know if m\ Honourable friend, Mr. Sykes, was of that 
opinion Had hi- desire been to postpone the debate till the next 
session, lie would not have discussed the whole aspect of the Sugar 
.InduMn (CroteetiMii • Bill and gotu uito it in **uch great detail, 
as h»- did \«-t»ad»\ I 1 } going in drt.nl into the interests of the agricul¬ 

turists -jnd other interests he showed that he had m hi* mind that his 
motion would not be accepted b\ tins Hou-e One po«nt to which I want 
to draw tin attention of the Lender of the House regarding the motion of 
m\ hand \h S\ • *. that the ru vt mgnr season will commence some¬ 
where in September next and those who want- to avail themselves of the 

sm r fii er«»p d 1'1‘id miM viriL•» tin u in - •!mit o . nd plant m 1082 by 

September next The Bill is not controversial at nil. and although there 
ar<‘ certain amendment-, placed before the Hou*e to enlarge the scope of 
the Bdl. to g'\. more protection to the agricultural interest*, and also to 
safeguard tin* fmanoml interests nf the Government of India, there is 
nothing contiovi » , mh! m the Bill winch will necessitate the postponement 
of the consideration nt this Bill till the next session Of course, 1 under¬ 
stand the situation, the Government are pressed f<>r time and the House 
is MTiMou- t'» ad/nirn But the Mi«Mr interest in tie- enuntrv w:I! be put to 
a disadvantage \nother tiling about this amendment i- this. The motion 
i* that- tin- Bill -hould lx* postponed to the September session. Suppose 
the Govnmient holds a session in June Will this not be brought up 
then? There w a provision that if the report of a Select Committee is not 
taken into consideration within six month*, it gets lost. What will happen 
then? So much uboiu I lie amendment of my friend, Mr. Sykes. I do not 
know whether I shall be in order in making observations on the main 
motion at this stage 

Mr. President: You can do so at tin* stage. 

Mr. B. Das: Thank \nu. Sir I was observing vostorday that I whole¬ 
heartedly «upporl the motion before the House, that the Bill to protect 
the sugar industry should l»e taken into consideration, and it will he un¬ 
graceful on the part of this House to postpone it to another session be¬ 
cause we will not hear the sweet melodious voice of my Honourable friend 
Sir George Baim then Tins is the last protection Bill which he has 
introduced into the House and he had advocated it so well in the excel¬ 
lent speech that he made vesterdav It will be graceful to see him com¬ 
plete his work before he leaves the shores of India and when he does so, 
he will remember that he has supplied more sweets to the people of 
India hv giving protection to sugar Mv Honourable friend the Leader of 

( 2snr> i 
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the House pointed out that the Select Committee has amended clause 3 
of the Bill so that not only shall protection be given to the sugar industry 
up to the 31st day of March, 1938, but it also proposes that an inquiry 
should be instituted to extend the scheme of protection up to the 31st day 
of March 1940 l was one of those who differed in the Select Committee 
and was against that amendment It means that the present House has 
no confidence in the Legislature that will come up in 1938. 1 consider 

the protection scheme is such that in seven years my sugar factory that 
will he installed m India will no! only derive large benefit hut will recover 
even tLie total capital invested on the plant. I do not exactly agree with 
my friend Mr Sykes' anahsis of the amount of protection given to the 
sugar industry stating that it is excess protection T think the amount 
is jiln ady ln tic in rMtv than is nccessan While tln^ advantage is 
given to the sugar industry, why is it that this Legislature should tie the 
hands of those who will be Members of this House in 1938 and that- will 
be a different House It will lie a completely popular House Why should 
we be suspicious of the popular House in 1938 and tie their hands? That 
is the amendment introduced in the Select Committee, and T w r ,mt the 
clause to stand as it was in the original Bill 

The Tanll Board ju jLs ioeommendation& has t \\n lntoiest* m mind, 
not only to see India Nell-supporting regarding its ,-ugai requirements, 
but Jt alb<> wanted tiiai the interests <>i the agriculturists should be borne 
in mind. I led soiry tbai< my Honourable colleagues in the Select Com¬ 
mittee did not look into that aspect ol the question Been use ot that, 
Mr. Mura and 1 were forced to append separate minutes ot dissent draw¬ 
ing the attention oi the House to I he fact lli.il- the provisions of the Bill 
do not completed\ safeguard the interests of the agi leulturjsts, and with 
Him end in view there a**e certain amendments winch i hop* 1 the House 
will consul* i and tlie House will approve We had ample opportunity to 
discuss that aspect >>t the question with Sir T. Vijayaraghavacharva, the 
Vice-President of the imperial Council ol Agricultural Pit-search, and the 
recommendation of the Tariff Board was that Its ten lakhs per annum 
would be provided to that Council so that the\ could carry out researches 
on sugarcane produced in different provinces Honourable friend the 

Leader ot the House pleaded financial difficulties yesterday and Govern¬ 
ment was not m a mood in the Select Committee to concede Rs. 10 lakhs 
per annum from the date this Bill is euacted into an Act, hut in the 
minute of dissent my friend Mr. Mit-ra and T have suggested that there 
should be a <-oss duty on sugar on the output basis There ore cotton cess 
duties, lac cos*; and ten cess. Why should there not he a cess on sugar 
factories cn the production basis? Let this 10 lakhs he realised from the 
sugar manufacturers and let it hr spent for the benefit of the agriculturist 
flasv I am glad that my Honourable friend Sir Fazl-i-TTusain is here 
At present- the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research spends all its 
money in Madras and m Bombay' The Bombay Government is very 
rich Tt has got its cane farm at Manjeri over which it spends huge sums 
of money (1?i Honourable Member: “The Madras Government is not 
rich".) The Madras Government derive the highest revenue among the 
Provincial Governments It is the only solvent Government. Most of 
the money is spent on the experimental farm at Coimbatore and in the 
Bombay Presidency. T do not think that the Tariff Board intended that 
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all the money should be spent on the provinces of Bombay and Madras. 
Bengal, Orissa and other provinces should also be looked after. Every¬ 
body kncws that the U. P. has got large cane growing areas, so have 
Madras ana Bomba). T suggest that this ten lakhs of rupees should be 
realised by cess duty from the sugar manufacturers and it should be spent 
on provinces on a population basis by starting cane farms, and these cane 
farms should he started in every division of the province, so that the 
poorest agriculturist should have access to these experimental cane farms. 
Every hod} knows, the climate of Bengal and of Orissa is quite different 
from the climate «>i Ibhui or that of the United Provinces The rainfall, 
the humidity, tin soil etc , differ and -ngur-cane dm - not. mow in that 
richness and abundance as in the dry climate of Ihe United Provinces 
So to-da\ the policy of the Impenu.1 Council of Agricultural Research has 
be' i n to place the rich provinces in this respeef all along in a faxourable 
position, i.r.. Bombay the United Provinces and Madras enjoy most 
favoured treatment whereas in equity the funds should be primarily spent 
on areas where there are no sugar-cane farms at present, mid mv sugges¬ 
tion is that 'u overv throe or four districts there should be a Government 
• •xpenment,»I i.imi Trated oiu of r 1 In lakhs o| rune* » ’hit will be 
allotted for flu development of sugar-cane farms Of course the Tariff 
Board recommended and the* Agricultural Council approved of it. that 
pun oi i hi*- monr \ should he spent on a sugar research institute. That 
dors not help the poor man and that does not help the agriculturist at 
all. That helps the sugar manufacturers of the country, and for that 
\\h\ should th< rv Ti of he another cess besides this 10 lakhs of rupees which 
they will contribute for the benefit, of the agriculturist? 

Then there k the othe? interest which has been brought up before 
tlv ITou-m* aK\a\-> that am piotect’vp scheme that D introduced for the 
benefit of industries, should conduce to the interests of India ,\s a whole 
also In tic Select Commit fee that aspect of tin question was discussed, 
but. somehow Members eon'-I not come to an agreement although the 
particular amendment that 1 have sont m for licensing each sugar eom- 
pnm in the interests of India was .*\«*ti drafted with tin help <»f the 
Cbweninnnl draftsman Mr Mitchell T do hope that the House will 
accept m\ amendment when it will be moved hi order that the greatest 
rivals in the sugar inducti\ of India at present, who are the Javanese and 
the Dutch people, who a» present product' sugar at a cost ol less than 
Rs .1 a cwf uul 1 »r ng it down to the Indian coasts, and th^n we buv 
<ngar at ID 1*2 a cut mm nT reap an undue advantage, and if this 
protective lanff gne* against ihe Dutch pioducers. then tluw will probably 
dismantle their sue <r factories m Java and install them in the U. V. and 
other sulmi- produenej /'»i"s and thus defeat the purpose of this protective 
measure Therefore m that amendment which I wish to move later on 
T have suggested that the Government should introduce a system of licenses 
whereby they will control licensees as to their enunfrv of origin and as to 
whether they have Indian interests primarily at heart 

Sir, one thing th.it is now appaiont is the diminish!) in returns of the 
Go\eminent 1 * customs receipts owing 1o these protective measures. At 
piese.ni sugar is hrmgiug mtu the coffers of my Honourable friend the 
Finance Member Hs. 11 croro*. As time will go on, India will produce 
all this sugar and the customs revenue will go down by 11 crores. Then 
how does this Government or its successor hope to carry on? So a system 
of taxation ought to be devised with the assistance of the profits which’ 
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this or any other industr) receiving protection derives and the Government 
must get a share of that. In the past the Government have had recourse 
io leyyng an excise duty and there is an actual rumour in the country 
that Government are thinking sellouts uf levving an exese dut\ <>n tin* 
cotton mill products Sir, ior 20 \eats or inert' v\e resisted the underlying 
j t>lic\ uj (i--\eminent keying an excise duty on cotton yarn and cotton 
pieccgtxuU, which had l»ot i n imposed at the instance of Lancashne, and 
"o did m>i 1 Li■ ,m\ invidious taxation, a son ol pol* tux oi jliiilua on every¬ 
body «>n everv eonsiiini'i li t \cisr untie*, .He to be again imposed In 
the (io\eminent, I he host method is -I know tile (iovemment are not 
getting suliicicnt income-lax out ot tht 1 investors’ class, who are deriving 
large pintits and the (Jo\eminem .md the ii»dii"tiv must slum' the profits 
to a certain extent .... 

Seth Haji AbdooJa Haroon (Sind • Muhammadan Rural) Your pro- 
po&iii would i >11 J\ npplv :«• the ( :i"i of lhe sui».n mduMrx and not In any 
utliei loud of industry ? 

Mr B. Das: To imi* inductr\ that gets Governiueiit protection. 
Theivloiv I have tabled mi amendment winch 7 hope 1 Iotaiiirahle Member*. 
Ilia. vi . »' *1 1 d'ti'i 1w ' t\or\ «iiL T ai lacb»i\ ninsf piepare bnkmeo 

sheet" a pioiit and l< -- account, and must submit it to the Government, 
and d a particular mdiMrv makes a profit of more than (» per cent . tlie 
mupIu" pi’nl’i will !)c -dimed 1»\ the <Jo\eminent and the in\estors, and 
1 asK ilh L''v t mini m 1o shale 1 hr "Urphi" p v >fit" p, i hr rxtrnt that thrv 
have given * 1 • < i-r.fieri mu to thai part icilar imbed r\ Thereby the investors 
will pa\ and not tlir foiNimo because at present J< is the hard lot of 
thr ^Mtisiiint i tlie poorer classes rspeciallv. that thrv alwa\s pav more and 
the riclu r cl^si's rseapr "e<>< free and if Government and the House 
accept m\ "in. •it-dion it is the in\estoi’"’ clash that wall pav Now my 
friend. Seth Hap Abdoola Haroon anteirupied lue Suiek hr knows 
there are sugar laetorms in India that are driving 20 to 00 per cent, 
profits, and from reference in the address of His Excellenc/v the, Viceroy 
to this Assembly one- can gather that already 18 factories are going to be 
installed. Ma friends of the capitalist class are shy of investing their 
money unit s s thrv derive fat dividends Tin* consumer is alreadv paying 
high prices on sugar WIia should the consumer pay more. as will happen 
if the Government decide to put an excise duty on sugar on the production 
basis 0 So let it come out of the surplus profits Thereby Government 
should get an adequate share of the profits. 

Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon: Onh from the sugar or also from nri7 
other industry receiving protection? 

Mr. B. Das: T have in mind every protective industry Sir, these are 
some of the observations T have to make at this stage and T support the 
motion of mv Honourable friend, the Lender of the House 

Mr. President /’The Honourable Sir Ibrahim "Rahimtooln) * Order order. 
Ordinarily the procedure adopted by the Chair is that when a dilatory 
amendment is proposed as in this case, the original motion and the amend¬ 
ment. are both allowed to he discussed together, so that it would he open 
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to every Honourable Member to give reasons why he opposes the amend¬ 
ment anrl wishes the House to pass the original motion. On the present 
occasion the Leader of the House has explained his position, that he is 
willing to accept the dilatory motion in order to expedite the business 
before Ihe lloust The House* is entitled to decide, apart lrom the ques¬ 
tion of expediting tie- work behce the Assembly, whether they wish to 
discuss tln> in iuil in all U - aspects il then L a "encral feeling in the 
House that the suggestion of the Leader of the House* should bo accepted 
thi‘ii Imi b»—i ni iim' n.mii!.: he i'. deal in the fiist instance with the 
aniendnirn' «ml\ I Mnmbl hke lo know tdml tin « encra 1 feeling in the 
House is in Mini n-sport (Sonic IhmnuuthU MinibciH v Xn postpone¬ 
ment “\o post pi jinini'ii! Sum, (-Hut 11 u t}n i / o hli \J'i‘htt'. Post¬ 
pone" “ (Vk( pr.ne ”) 

! At tln^ s 11 *ief \Ji Mlhu>'Mfxac l■ -se to his feet ) 

Mr. President: 1 )<> ;->u wish to s»\ anything on this asptet of the 

((le-stioo Mr Moore*’ 

?«Tr. Arthur Moore fBeng.d European) I was desiring Sit. to sa\ 
that vi w old hk» to -oo w>m suggest 'o n idopted flint \u should mime- 
/1 ■ a 1 1 ■ 1' «1« fide tl»« or»«*ndmen( before tie House 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sn- Thvihi*n P.dnmtnol'ii Vs fhe view 
(C I'* ||.in.. >..t .■!• n I slioidd hke to ascertain exactly what the 

1. • ■hug ' \ v !i 11 1 «■ 11 hi. h?.*Imi Hcmheiv \Mv are in favour of postponing 

ih« d 1 .I'M .a the I’t't till Sgit mI*it pleasi nw m their seats (Some 

ALinlwr- • «>-. • Th«»-e again*-, tin- view will now rise in their seats. 
(S' iim M» inhfis* i >.si . W the division L about equal T will allow both 
tin* origin.i 1 motion and the ■unendnient to he disenssed together 

Kunwar Raghubir Singh (Agra Division Non-Muhammadan liural): 
Sn ! w -h i" .. an rat ulatt i In C»i#\rmment m geiiei d and the Honourable 

the L« ■ i< 1 1 t "* tie (1 *’Un» in particular for bringing ihu Bill before the 

Hoin 1 ui 1 lu in'« iv-k of the sugai industn ui the counti\ Sir. tin-* 
dn\( mi',. 1 • ,'eli el JL ;*v \\»* know ere Mow to Mo eed Wlien I hero was 
a queMioii oi putting •« «1iPn on the impMi el wiled tiles did not agree 
to a Lai ■ Inn w t ilefi a*ed the < hi\crnnieni iht \ wen loived to levy 
Hud dut\ S. Sn \oii have \ ourself said tli s amendment has been 
des. ribed e a (plaint* motion and I wish to oppose il because our country 
is ev-Miti-dU an agricultural countr\ and the interests of the agriculturists 
should alwa\s be kept in Mew When l oppose the amendment and 
support the original motion, it is on two grounds lu the first place, 1 
suppnrl ihe original motion in the interests of the cultivator himself. 
LonperL. when protection wm proposed, the burden of that protection 
used to fall on the poor people but now the ease k otherwise In this 
connection I would quote the example of steely paper, eemenr and 

(hiithhn The protection on these articles fell on the poor people, but 

this protection which lias now been proposed will not fall on the poor people 
because 1 law genoralh use our and not white sugar. So, Sir. as I said 
the benefit of the protection will be for the cultivator and will nor fall on 
Ihe poor people Secondly, my province, the United Provinces of Agra 
and Ondli is a large sugar-producing province. Half the urea of the whole 

India which i^ under sugar cultivation is in ihe United Provinces. So, 
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'Sir, it* no protection is given ns is proposed in the* present. .Bill, the fac¬ 
tories will be closed down and only gur will be produced. In that case, 
the price of gur will fall very low and it will hit the cultivator. Cultiva¬ 
tors are poor people and oven b\ the fall in the price of gur they cannot 
be benefited because now there is a tendency to increase the cultivation 
of sugar-cane, as tliev think that there is some benefit in that. So. Sir, 
in the interests of the consumer also the protective duty will be beneficial. 
Sir. I said in ihe beginning thai the Government are slc»\\. the\ act like 
an elephant The elephant does not move unless it is goaded So. Sir, 
we have been seeing since Iasi year that, the Government, d<> not move 
unless they are pressed in do so I have read Persian literature, and they 
apeak highly of tin* blhu and hurdbari (patience 1 ) of tin- elephant.. But in 
this east 1 the slow moving is affecting the eultiv.it ok in the land and so 
I wanted lo congratulate the Government for bringing this measure before 
the House The sooner it k passed, the hettei it will he tor the consu¬ 
mers and tin' cultivators of sugar On iliesc two grounds, I sunp >rt th.* 
Bill and oppose the amendment of the Honourable Mr S\ke^ 

Mr. G. Morgan (Bengal European) Sir, 1 must s,a\ ili.it I tail io sec 
why there should be am postponement of tins measure It ii is on the 
question ot tune, thai is another matter, but from the point oj vow of 
expediency 1 think the measure should be proceeded with I do not think 
finv point h is been hr night forward b\ ?n\ Honourable friend Mr S'vke* 
by vhieh t lie post poiiemeni ot this lmaMUi would do am good m t all 
If it is th*- question of reducing tlie rate of dul\, 1 do not think that is 
a point which is in fa\our of the eane grower b< cause if t In dut\ is re¬ 
duced. 1 take it. that the factories and the buvers of ean<* wouht naturallv 
in the ordinary eiicimistaiiees offej a lower price h*r the eane Nov , Sir. 

1 do not intend to give up flu* Tiill The Tariff Hoard’s repon has defi¬ 
nitely stated certain points with regard to the bin den on ihe consumer and 
in their report on page tVJ the\ say that 

“More slicin’ flam y/r 1 *. consumed m Ike luwu moir* ///// tli.ui *-U£iu' i-. . un/uimed 
ia the villaco- The poor Ag» a ull m isl <<«n wm*s \ei\ little sugar ,iml 1 la* pmpoition 
of consumption of mi car to <fin is Lir greaiei in thr ot the \\**ll lo <i<> lli.iu of t'n* 

poorer classes ” 

ATy Honourable friend who spoke last put the ease forward ihal the louden 
will not fall on the consumer, and there is no doubi that th* gain will 
accrue to agriculture. With regard to what m\ Honottmb]r 'rioml Air. 
B T3fis said about the cess on factories, he seems lo torg* i iliat tlie 
lactones onh produce about 100.000 tons and they are expected to pro¬ 
duce something like 200,000 tons before the end of 1082-08 The gur and 
other sugar makers, which does not include refined sugar, art' expected 
to produce something like A million ions Now P’ \ou wen* only to put 
r. cess on factories, you would be only penalising one side of the manufac¬ 
ture. whereas flu benefit of the protection is "i\en to all inniiufaet.urers, 
thereby benefiting the eane grower Wit It regard to research the Select 
Committee went into that very thoroughh and after a great deal of dis. 
mission and evidence taken, we came to the conclusion that it would be 
very much bettor not to put. a statutory amount in the Bill, because we 
were perfectly convinced that that money was not required at the rate of 
leu lakhs here from the date of this Bill, but wo were quit© prepared to 
guarantee that the necessary funds would be forthcoming when they were 
required but that schemes should be put up so that the Legislature might 
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have an opportunity of criticising ilie actual work proposed by the Agri¬ 
cultural Research Council. I think myself after what I have heard In 
the Select Committee that it is a ver> much better plan than a long 
statutory obligation on the exchequer to find ten lakhs a year and credit¬ 
ing that to the Agricultural Research which might lead that bureau to 
spend monc\ in a \\a\ which was not at that linn* si'duallv necessary 
or advisable With regard to licenses, we all agre< with what mv Honour¬ 
able friend Mr T)as said hilt when it eaiue to the actual question <*f 
licenses we saw great difficulties in making those heensos effective. I do 
not reall\ know how it can lie done Tf “A” was granted a license and 
he transferred his Glares on blank transfer. 1 do not know how that is 
going to hr* traced, and I do not know whether there is am* l.iw ,n India 
at the present moment which insists that < vc rv "hare ‘-hall made over 
to the aenial person mm having that share, and 1 think mv Honourable 
friend. Mi R Das miglii investigate that a little further Although one 
has a I eel mg that soniethmg nj that kind K necessary and therefore this 
particular point was pm in the Rill it is verv doubtful from a practical 
urn'nt of new whether the aeiua] sv-lem of licenses would m* et the point 
which w< all want to nm t Sir 1 have ven little more to sav, except 
hi repeat that much as one would like n- s r c the tune ot these debates 
nnnmiis(d There is no doubt that there lias be»*n a great deal of time 
during this session when we could have got through a Rill of this descrip- 
li.ai verv easib nut having quorums having hnlid.iv-. and **m thing or 
another curtailed the time hut T cannot see anv leason wh\, when we are 
sitting here as a Legislature a Rill of this description whi-di is in my 
opinion an urgent one owing to the position nt the manufacturers, should 
he postponed nil the Sept ember Session. People who have been expecting 
tins Rill to lx passed earh tliis session lm\c n*iturah\ laid their plans 
.leeordmgh knowing that the revenue duty is ,n th. same rate as is 
.suggested »n tlie Rill, hu* the ta venue dut\ 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Memhev t,, r f.immer-. md Rail 
wavs) 2‘» per cent more 

Mr. G. Morgan: With the sureluirgi. but the revenue dut\ unfurl umtelv 
is for 12 months and therefore people who are going to invest money . . 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Ma\ 1 utLr\»n« a., ,,n,. moment? 
Wha t is tor 12 months is ihe 2o per cent si.rchargt , but ‘he revenue duty, 
which is equal to the protect’ve duty . l ai fo v ee without hunt of time. 

Mr. G. Morgan: r misunderstood, but at the same time ii r*an he 
changed for a veer 

Mr. S. C. Mitra < Chittagong and Kajshahi "Divisions Von-Muhammadan 
Rural): 'Phis can also be changed 

Mr. G. Morgan: Rut. with difiieultv This Bill provides for protection 
for u period of seven years, and bolds out a piotoctivv dutv fru* a further 
period, hut. it can be of a’greater nr less amount after due enquiry; that 
is to sa.v ‘t. can he reduced almost to nil, or it can lx* raised as eircuip- 
stances make it necessary. So that, I will onlv repeat that there is no 
case made out. except purely and simply the question of time, which can 
be got over, and if Honourable Members will devote themselves to short 
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speeches and definite points, there is no reason wli\ this Bill should not 
be finished to-day if Honourable Memheis pm their minds together. 
There is ver\ little to discus** reallv Some of She amendments should not 
take up M-n much time, and thev are realK i>nl\ slight \aviations of th» 
Bill which does not affect the pnncip'e of the Bill 1 suggest Honourable 
Membeis -hmill dcAu’e themselves whoh heartedlx to getting this Bill 
pn^ed to rla\ 


Mr. N. M. Joshi fVoimii.ded XonOrtifiuh I .uu glad that the dis¬ 
cussion is proceeding jest mm I <pute ivahse ;hai the Bill does tioi pio- 
posr to increase flit dutv on Mig.U’ which aheulv exist* But 1 feel that 
the problem of tlu d< wlopm* m of ?n«i«i^ti\ in India i- a v.rv urgent 
one The piessun on land m tin u.imin m most ot tin province is 
too he.iw \\ ( set lar.t mimher of peoph who do uoi t snllieient 

work and * -pe '.dl\ pm a^nenltm'isiduring nemv nuaphs . j' the \ear do 
not get work !t ,s tlurefuiv lieu svin that we should in at flc problem 
of de\elopnii nt o! industries ver» urgent <>U" 1 m iln-rcton* el id 

tli at tins I»* 11 not . >i 1 1 \ lias bet n nfr »du a'd but is heiie r piulied ,»n 1 n 

the case «d sii"." tlu B'll will not onl\ develop tlu mdmtn hm also will 
pro\ ,de '* ork for airneultiue The Bill, it prop, rl\ framed and amended 
will not <*nlv protect sugar but also sugar-tame agrieuli ur« Till iv ire 
one or two pomf- n tin report of the Tariff Board with v inch I do not 
agree, a lihoudi l am m f.mwrof development of iwhistm^ T would like 
the development of industries put at t lie cost of people who can bear the 
burden of that dov» lopmeiit I should like that the people who cannot 
bear the lumh n '>1 the tariffs slumM not h. ask-d p. hi i. tint burden 
The method of development of industries should he such tli.it the burden 
upon the poor pi •>] de will not be hoaw and it will fall upon those shoulders 
wliicdi art cnp.ihh oi bearing that burden The Tariff Board suggest* 
that in the case nl sugar protection width the' propose. the burden will 
not bdl upon tin |.-.or piople The' suggest that ili.- burden m,t\ b" 
borne b\ the tab and bv the middle class people, bec.mst the\ suggest 

ihat the t»our people eat more quf than sugar and in the ease ,,t the rich 

and the middle class people the\ cat more sugar and less <fur But, Sir 
the Tariff Bo.n*d has forgotten out* fact, and it is this, that m our country 
the mimic r ut nch ]n*»i»le and the number ol middle class pen,,!, can be 
counted b\ a few hundreds and thc\ are nofas large as in othci countries. 
Tlie Tariff Boa id also suggests that as sugar i* consumed proportionately 
(more bv the in ban population and h ss b\ (lie inral population tic- burden 

wil 1 fall upon the urban and therefor" the inkldh 1 classes and tb. neb 

people Hire ..gam T h*el tine the Tariff Board has not iahen note of .he 
fad that in om countn the proportion of the urban population is very 
small indeed a compared with the rural population *' therefore feel 
that although ■< is true that the rich and the middle class people propor¬ 
tionate! \ consume more sugar than /jui and the poor people consume more 
fjur than sugar, still on the whole tlie burden of the sugar protection duty 
will fall more upon the pour people than upon the rich and middle class 
people I therefore feel that the method of developing this industry pro¬ 
posed is not the right method. 

Secondly. Mr. President, the Tariff Bon'd has disposed m' on, sug¬ 
gestion unfavourably, and that is that the Government should take shares 
in these sugar factories. T nixself feel that if an industn i* to be deve¬ 
loped b\ proper methods, the State must have control over the protected 
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industries. Unless the Stale has control over the protected industries, 
the incidence of the burden will not he made to fall upon those shoulders 
which can bear that* burden; and in order that the State should have 
control over the industry, it is a much bettej plan that Government should 
agree to subscribe to the capital (if the sugar factories if they will not 
agree to establish sugar fuel ones themselves If t liey- subscribe to the 
capita! of tlie sugar factories, it is only then that they will be able to 
control the sugar factories much belter. I therefore feel that if the 
sugar industi\ is to be developed in a proper manner, it is much la tter that 
tlie Governnn nt by some method should get conlrol over the sugar industry. 
It is to keep control over the imports and exports of the industry generally, 
that industries have been developed very rapidly in 'Russia. There is no 
other method by which industries can he rapidly developed unless Gov¬ 
ernment themselVes underlain the work of developing these industries. 
"Now ihc Russian method is so successful that other countries have begun 
to adopt their five-\im ..ml ien-\eir plans lJut these plans can be 
made if Government have got control our tlwsc industries In the case 
of tariffs ihc incidence oi Gic luxation <n tin* burden falls indefinitely 
\V«* do m>i lii'.n txicilv how u falls and we cannot make it fall upon 
those sJaudders where we would like ff. to fall That is the disadvantage 
it trying ;•> devikip nehi* tries by means nl protective duties as lias been 
sngg»s**d |,\ the T.i.ff I’oiP’d^ n p<a‘ is legarcU suga: 1 woidd have 

cert a -nl |»i*» * f» ■ i M *‘ ■( 1 . *■ uhsj.lv t » tin* M.gur indiMrv instead of \iriffs ll 

•s true tli.it m the ca^e i sui. -idv you hoe to hnd ln(»ne\ ? . » give the 
sid.s.dit s I lei . \ r i| a. :iu cist m a i .i i lit, fin* burden mlk apon the 
p< oplt ai the lo.iii 1 ; S »111 i 1 .11 i. ij it k proposed that the industries 
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if peoph> i!’ t nay im *’» »r ’*.• j• *ci >< n -ne.a and it th<\ km>v that 

tiny ate pa\mg for tl m -ul.’ 1 * alien st in the nidiMtv will 

he deV'hipi'd pi til. m> ii ll* 1 "* v Im h o, unit* want it In he developed. 

That ean h« I>< s' dom h sub a.lies but ••nfortunal el Y tb,> Hill before 

im is ]iropO'-ui ' tanlh . and ’la‘eh re it k nuieh better that while dealing 
with the Tariff IhV- we sIwmiM urn post conditions by which the people 
will bt able to h:i\». eontrul and the project ion given to tin* mdustrv will 
not he wasted 1 would theiefuiv liki ih.it while we give p oiection to 
the industry we should take care of the other interest involved in the 

industry and iu the com dry and ill that protection should be properly 

protected. Tins P>iU nroposex that thi ptofoefion should he given first 
for 7 years and then extended for another period Now* during this 
period ii is quite possible that the prices of sugar may go up tremend¬ 
ously, and in that case the consumer will have to make a great sacrifice. 
Tt is quite true that to-day the prices of sugar are very low but nobody 
knows vvliat will happen within the next lo years. The prices may go 
up. and in those circumstances people will have to suffer great hardships 
and they will bo making sacrifices which may be unnecessary. Therefore 
in the case of any protection Bill like this, especially if the protection 
'extends over a long period. Government must take power to control the 
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prices. Unless Government take that power, the* consumer is likely to 
suffer unnecessarily. It is true that it’ we want to give protection, some* 
body ha* to pay for that protection, but why should we pay for that 
protection if the protection becomes unnecessary ? 1 therefore fee! that 

in this Bill (lowrinneiil should lum* taken power to control the prices. 
Even in England recently yyheii they proposed duties in order to stop 
abnormal importations into the country, the English Government has 
taken power to control the prices in that Bill. This Bill for the protection 
of sugar is equally a Bill yyliich impo'ses \en heavy duties on sugar. It 
is therefore right that the Government of India should keep control over 
the prices. I do not suggest that that control will be necessary to be 
exercised immediately, because to-day the prices of sugar are low. Bu# 
within 15 years a period might come when it will be necessary for 
Government to control the prices I tlurelmv Feel that a* the English 
Act provides for the rout ml of Goy eminent oyer the price*, our Act ako 
should provide for the control of Government over the prices 

Similarly, if y\e an* going protection to .in industry for 15 years as 
yve are promising to d<« in the cast* ot sug.u yyt* should insist that our 
protection will not be wasted WV must therefore lay down a condition 
that the industiy "il! not waste the resource-* y\Inch it wilI get during the 
year of protection. \\ «■ mould tlieudoie insist that the industry should 
not gi\e dividend^ beyond a certain limit during tin- period ot protection, 
and if tin- industry makes profits beyond a certain limit these profits 
should be utilised tor de\(doping the strength .mil the position ot the 
industry. We must i.do* some power b\ winch tin* can be done. and I 
am sure that when we go into the detail- oi the Bill I shall be able to 
slioyy that this can be done Simd.uh when we an- protecting an 

industry yy< an doing it in ordei that Indian- should get the benefit of 
emplovmeiii We mu-i therefore Ja\ down a condition tlial if the industry 
is to be protected bv the sacrifices ot the penpk in thi- country then 
that industry must nro\nl(* employ ment tor Indian- Then* arc several 
conditions which \ would therefore lay down in ordi r that the* industry 
should get protection and the mdiisfry should hr developed in the 
interests of the country But as I have an amendment on the paper. [ 
do not w T isli to go into th«* details of tins amendment 1 yvill nn!\ sa\ 
this, that we are all anxious that the industry should be developed in our 
country, and T am perhaps as anxious, it not more, for the development 
of industries in this country m the in iciest of labour, hui I am equally 
anxious that the but den of the protection should fall upon shoulders that 
are able to bear that burden T th»*r«*fore hope that when the Bill is 
considered, proper conditions will be laid down 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy! Sir. 1 wish w> make a very brief 
12 Noon, statement b\ way of a personal explanation. Wlic" I announced 
this morning that the Government yvould be prepared to 
accept the amendment, rny statement was dictated solely by a desire 
to meet the convenience and wishes of the House, and to expedite the 
disposal of business. It appears from what has occurred since then that 
I did not succeed fully in meeting the wishes of the House, and also 
that the plan I proposed does not seem to ho very successful in the way 
of expediting the disposal of business. That being so, the Government 
on the whole think it will be better to revert to their original course and 
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all I would ask js that when Honourable Members come to the amend¬ 
ments they will make their speeches as brief as is reasonably possible 

Sir Abdur Rahim (Calcutta and Suburbs: Muhammadan Urban): 
Mr. President, 1 am ver\ glad to hear limt the Honourable the Leader 
of the House has agreed that this Fill should go through now. and 1 
beg to accord m\ suppoii to linn in tin appeal he has made to the 
House that in 'he discussion ol Du* amendment'- there should be as 
111 t It* tune \\ asted as jxissihlt We art all anxious. on this side of the 
House a*. an\ **at« tli.it the I'ill should be passed into law. because this 
House as well as the Indian public generall\ is committed to the policy 
of proteetiou \\ • Ii.ixi* t<i protect our industries if thex ate to glow’ 
at all. K\eii Ah -loshi. I was glad to hear, is entireh foi protection 
because he realists I hat unless these nascent industries arc* protected, 
the niton-t*- <*t lahoui will .iI'-t* suffer at the same tune Therefore all 
that I widi i" sax is this that we should see to it that the passage ot the 
Fill through the House is expedited anrt that there he no unnecessary talk. 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer \ Hohilkund and Kuniaon Dixisions Non- 
Aluhanimadan l«m.di Sn. I use i<» associate imself with the obserxations 
uf tin Leadei <>i the Independent Part x Our mt(*rest is certain 1 } to 
pass this Fill n> eat lx • - possible so that the sugut mdust>\\ may be 
protected, ami sn pioteetuig die sugar industry max he one ol the helpful 
facto?** in fixing ihe g»owmg problem of uneniplox uieut m tin country 
and gmrie increased oppoi t unitn> l«u lahom 

Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon: Sir, 1 d<» not want to take up much of 
Ihe tune ot the H<»usr, as has been suggested by the Honourable the Leader 
ot tin* House* and • iher Ihmoiirahli Members, but I want to sa^ a 
lew words In tin observations of Mr. I)as and Air .loshi before the 
Houst then was ><>na suggestion tli.u tlier* should la 1 some control 

on tla pioiii- -.n siiu.it and -a mi, hut I want to tell m\ Honourable 
friends that up nil m.xx tie ie was n<> protection and till now w*'} little 
sugar was piodtieed ui India oiilx about K»0,000 tons last year, and mil} 
]H factories ( in> working at present, ami till tin end of 19110 the sugar 
companies wei.- sutJerniL xerx In avilx. Fortunate!} or unfortunately the 
(lnvcnitru nt “w mg i«* ihmr i.xvn requirements put on more duties from 
19M0. and on lecoimt ot thd thex an making a little monex at present, 
sax 20 ur :H» pei emu Hut 1 want to draw" the attention of my Honour¬ 
able friends to the tact that, since 19fl0 tin* Indian sugar manufacturer was 
able to s t 1] his sugar at 1U 11-12 if the Calcutta market was Rs. 11: 
h> the\ got a little advantage out of the freight. But if you find this 
year’s quotation, it is this, when imported sugar is selling at Rs. 11 
at Caleutta. the Indian manufacturers are selling at Rs 10 a maund in 
the interior, sax in the United Trounce* and Bihar: and T xvant to 
make it clear that m the next year, as im friend Air. Das said, about 
16 or 18 new factories have been ordered to be erected’ and I am glad 
to inform the House that Mill these factories have been, to my informs* 
tion. ordered by Indians Xot n single factor} has been ordered by 
foreigners or Kuropeans according to nn information. I Bay let them be 
allowed to start manufacturing, and then all these ideas of control and 
license and taking Ihe profits can be seen to afterwards Let us see 
how they are spending in the next one or two years and then you have 
the right to do whatever you like; but at present, if you postpone the 
Bill, it will do great harm to the industry and to the country. With these- 
few words T am opposing the postponement of the Bill 
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Lala Hari Raj Swarup (United Provinces: Landholders): Sir, 1 am giacl 
that the Leader oi the House has said that lie will proceed with the Bill 
just now and not postpone it till the Simla Session. From the speech 
of my Honourable friend, Mr. Sykes, yesterday I gathered that his idea 
was not only to postpone the Bill, hut to shelve it for all time to cotne. 
f lhe chief argument he advanced for postponing it was that sufficient 
time was not given to the consumers and to tin* growers ol cane to discuss 
the various provisions of the Bill and the recommendations of the report 
I may inform the House flint the report was out as earl\ as last year and 
that it has been before the country for over a year; the draft Bill was 
also presented before this House in the beginning of this session and the 
Select Committee's Report and the final Bill has been before thL House, 
for more than a month, and so under these circumstances there is no 
force in the aigmneiit tor postponing this Bill 

As for the main provisions oi the Bill 1 think it is entirely in the 
interests of the agriculturists that we should pass this Bill in this 
session. As was churned by Mr Morgan, if the sugar industry is not 
protected and an outlet »s not found for surplus gur it. is quite certain 
that the price of gin. which is alrcad\ low will go down in less than 
a rupee per nuiund. and it will mean min for about 20 million persons 
who directly depend on the cultivation of ■ nn Tb.> l*,o ,rd also 

say tli.it in the whole country about .*» million icros «>J‘ bind is und.-r cane, 
and on account of the introduction of imported varieties of cam 4 , the 
output is expected !<• bi c Kcemled by o() per cent ; and it no outlet 
is found for this fift' per cent the result will he that there will be a 
depression m the rnaibet for gin, and m order In ensure the safety 
of the cultivator, it »s ne , <^v.*u , \ that wi- should pas^ iIik iV.ii i* , ion Bill 
just now So 1 oppose ibe moiion of Mr S\k**s for postponement 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Sir I d<> not ilnnk it k necessary 
fer me to repl\ to the debate 

Mr. President: Tin qu« Mion is that the eomnlcnition of the Bill be 
p<istpnj h* d fiP fbe September session 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. President: The question is. 

“That the Pill !»« jnexidr ffit flu* fo-*t<*i nn; ?ei 1 a. \« 1 oimii<>>m <»i i b»* mi mi mi! ,-!r' 
in British Tmha .is ieporte.1 bv flu* Sole* t fWinMilrM be t.ilen mi*. .•,ii^<I» •,,ii.. 

The motion was adopted 

The question is that clause 2 stand port of the Bill. 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 2 was added to the Bill. 

Mr. H. M. Joshi: Sir, I move : 

“That after tlmi.se 2 'the following now clauses ho inserted .uni llie inn lining 
c lauses be re-numtiered accordingly : 

‘3 Undertakings engaged in the I me of m;_. dull . whi.iit in the ft \t 1 

merit of India, if already working nof Inter than 30ll» A aril, and if to he established 
in future, before commencing work, n declaration whereby they pledge themselves to 
keep prices of the article during the period when such protective duties are in force 
at such figures as the Government of India may approve. 
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A, >iotwithstiindiiig the pausing of this Act the protective duties shall not apply 
unless the condition laid down in section 3 and the following conditions are found 
by the Government of India to have been fulfilled : 

Undertakings engaged in the manufacture of sugar shall submit to the Government 
of India not later than the 30th of April in the case of those already working and 
before commencing work in the case of those that may be established in the future, 
a declaration whereby they pledge therusehes foi the fiiintit ml \e.n dining which the 
protective duties aie hi fone * 

(a) not to pay any fee oi equivalent siirri to the I>iri><tni* m m.m.tgi* i eid hi 
the said financial year. 

not t«* pay to rdi.ireholdc* - .md tiii.n p.ntMip.iil ,1, iiiiiiled liability a 
gieatM sum b\ wav ot .inniial divnltuid than vh.it I It would gu at 6 
per tent on the actual capital mvc-ted in the underiaking b\ the persons 
• oncer lied, 

(< | Uj einplov .my turtliei Miipiu-> in <orisolidatirig the position «»; the under 
I .i k i n Hi tin m.iuuei ... li. i m> (mhi' , |i'm < iiI ot I mb i 

hi) not to eiuplov anv one who ).- not .m Indian e\«ept with the pet in'--.ori ot 
Hie flovermnent ot India, and 

h) to piodme .i certificate that the 1 :«Imiui <oiuhtmri* in tin* undeitaking aie 
vati**bittor\ from a committee of thtee person«■ appointed h\ the Govern 
men! ot India for that purpose 

!j if an undertaking munutacturing sugar tails to petlorni it* dunes nnuei .e«- 
turns 3 and 4 within a lived fx*nod the Governor General m (oumil mav impose on 
those res|Kinsible to peitoirn Hum* duties the jx-Maltv ot a dailv fine ik t t\i ceding ore 
thornrand rupees’ ” 

Sir, tin object of tin** .iinendin* nt .c* I explained in in\ previous 
speech, is to lav down cert.tin conditions by which the consumer rued not 
necess.mlv suffer and the industry may also develop in a proper in.inner. 
The first patt ot the .miendment. thcrefoie, propose*- that the Government 
ef India GauiM have power to control the price*- I have stated m m^ 
previous speech that m the Knglish Ait provision has been made giving 
power to Government to control prices under certain circumstance-* The 
second part <d m\ amendment provides that while the whole countrv will 
be milking sacrifices bv paving perhaps a hundred per cent more price 
than tlu* price- winch the consumer will pay. it is but proper that the 
Directors .md management ot sugar factories should also make sacrifices 
Moreover, it the Directors arc mad« t<> undergo some sacrifice**, that 
w-ll he a natural protection to the consumer, because in that ease the 
Directors will not insist upon the proteetion being unnecessarilv continued 
If there is a danger of protection being continued, that danger will also 
exist in tile case ot the Directors Thev will not get their fees during 
the period of protection, so that the Directors would like that the protec¬ 
tion should cease as earls as possible 

Then, Sir, 1 propose that although the shareholder* need not be asked 
to make all the sacrifice** during the period of the protection, still they 
should not be allowed to use the money which the country will place in 
the hands of the companies for their own benefit I hold. Sir. that the 
surplus money that will remain with the companies should he utilised for 
strengthening the position of the industry by methods which the Govern¬ 
ment of India may prescribe. 

Then, Rir, another clause proposes that the sugar factories which will 
receive protection by the sacrifices of the country should not employ non- 
Indians without- the permission of the Government of Tndia I am not sug¬ 
gesting for a moment that no non-Indians should he employed at all, but 
what I say is that if non-Indians have to be employed at all in sugar 

B 
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factories, they should 1 >t> employed with the permission of tin* Government 
of India. 

Then, Sir, the iast clause proposes that il tin* industry is to lx* pro¬ 
tected, tlitai all ini(*rosts involved in that industry should be, properly 
protci tod i theiviore propose that during the period of the protection, 
tin company which is engaged m file manufacture of sugai should he 
««bked to prod tire a eertiiieate to prme that tlieir labour eondilions are 
fair and just Mr. President, while going through tlie Report, of the 
tantl Hoard, I obsei\ed a Jew tilings which are very clear The first 
Hung wlneJi is ipiiie ohyjou.s is that the wages in India in places which 
produce sugar are tin lowest r rhe Indian sugar is produced with the 
lowest wages. That is one fact which has conic out very clearly iroin the 
Report of the 'land Hoard 

Then l sc*- a palaerupii in the Yanl'i Ho.ml > Report to the etlcet that 
the general labour conditions an tan 1 should like to know Iron) the 
Honourable th»• Header o! the House what inquiry the T.inll lioaid made 
about the Jahoiu eondituiis ni the -ugar fnetor.es before expressing that 
yicw; d they had made ,m\ uiqu.ry, i should like to 1 now the details. 

It is not quite right ioi the Tanfl lioaid to gi\e a general survey of the 

luboiii Conditions unless they go into the details and place lx lore Us full 

details as to tin hmu- oi woik adopted. the wages paid, the conditions 
oj labom .ad such nth**'* things I v.nidd tlnieinu* -ugg.-t to the Govern¬ 
ment of India tli.it tin \ sh'Ui'b issij.- m-.tni'*tmils to the Tariff Hoard when 
they undertake the inquiry suggested t< make detailed niquuie.s about 
labour conditions in the industry. 

Then, Sn. 1 would sa\ only one word lx tore 1 finish I am not an 

expert draftsman 1 lime placed my yiews heJoie the House I quite 

realise that when .» m.m who is not an expert diaUsmavt dvaAts a \on" 

amendment like the «*n< which \ h.t\e pr<*p*>-ed th.er max t»• * a tew 

mistakes I t lies i tore suggest that the llonouialih ’lie !id* > of t hi House 
and the lleiisi ;i> ,i w holt should consider n.\ mieiulmcnt oil its merits 
instead ot going into the teelmx .dit ies and the -mill po.nis i >nt:m*ed in my 
amendment If the principle ot my amendment is approyed then cer¬ 
tainly it is open to the Government expert draftsman to put my 
ment in a proper tonn I hope. So-, the House yvill accept my urcndment. 

Mr. S C. Mitra: I appreciate tile high ideal that In* actuated niv 
Honourable friend Air Joslii to put forward this arnedment, hut I do 
not know lioyy y\** can aeeept it The difficulty ls.feit there would be 
so many iaetories manufacturing sugar, and if or* of the factories failed 
to comply with one of these requirements n' would mean that the whole 
of tins protection would he yyitlidrawn « should not he enforced. There 

,*• also a provision thvi vv. should employ no one who is not an Indian, 

f tliinlf ji J'v.co^'Ta to sav that even in Soviet Russia they employ exports 
mm America in order to train their men There are so mnnv impossi¬ 
bilities in tin's amendment that T think it will not be practicable to 
accept it. but T appreciate the high ideal that has actuated the Mover of 
the amendment. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (Hinted IVovin* es Southern l)ividons* Muhani- 
madan Rural)' T appreciate only one principle underlying this long amend¬ 
ment and that principle is that the surplus profit, that, is, the profit over ana 
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above the blink rale of interest, should not go entirely into llio pockets 
of the shareholders and into the pockets of the managing directors, but it 
ought to he divided proportionately la*t ween capitalists and those persons 
who helped to produce the profit, and with this principle 1 am in 
empathy Hut 1 cannot endorse the whole nl the .intendment as it is 
drafted. So. I beg to oppose this amendment in spite o] im sympathy 
with one of the prmemle that underlies t In* Kill 

Mr. G. Morgan: .Sir. I regret, lumco r high the principle «>i this amend¬ 
ment is, that I nmd opp»»s,. jt J rom a piaetieal point of view. Mv 
Honourable iriejab. All Mitia and l)r Xiiuddm Aimed hau* slated the 
nnpiMCl icalulity oi applying tliese amendments to husmt-s concerns. The 
fn-d. difficult \ would be that m\ Honourable friend Mr Joshi wishes to 
»- m **ss all undert.dv.iu ' engaged m tin ln.miitat ture of sugar It he goes 
oer all the uudeTfakniL’s uhi'di inarm!aeture sugar m India, I do not 
know what amount tlie Finance Member would have to put down for 
administration I think that would defeat the whole object that Mr Joshi 
! .is ii> mnd Aivi when we come to the -i.h-elause of tins amendment, 
whieli s<r, > not 1o ))a\ anybody an>th ! im it practically means this It 
wll <h teat tlie w 1 m ae object which h< is aiivuiis t«> mmiuv Capital will 
not come into emua Mis of tin- desernt mi. i Mi \ \J .huh. “I oiler <> 
per ecu'. » Pre iMir\ lulls ucie oltcr.ng 7 1 per cert . and v Ii\ should I take 
tie list of the sugar market “ \\ lien l can go to the Fiii.ukc Member's 
oHiee, »ir his treasure^, oi wbate\er «on nia\ r ill it. and v.an get any¬ 
thing j'lom :>; | it cent to 7J per ( ent during the \oav. tlicie is no risk 
what«\er « \cept the risk of India floating ana., >o why I should invest 
>n sugar concerns ** M\ 1 loinunaid" Ira-nd 1 t .m airaid ha* not lauight out 
■o .i praetica] Ma\ what this .maudim nt iv,dl\ means and i would appeal 
% o linn to withdraw U Indore ’uvthev remm ar-- made on this subject. 

Mr. K. P. Thampan (West (’oast and Xilgiris Non-Muhammadan 
Kurd) Sir. I wish to associate nivsch with eury word th.at Mr Joshi 
has said in til's eoiineetiou aid Mipport 11 is aiaewdm* nt \-* \ he.trulv 
In the first place the sugar mdiMr\ is onl\ a Mihcidian industry The 
prinnirx industry is tlie cultivation ot sugar-cane If tlie -ugur-enne is 
not cult’\ated, what will those factories do“ TIica will have to pull dow r n 
their plants and wa»d up So, to kta p these lactones going you must 
have a steady and unfading supply of Mi'_*n-e.uo foi which a,,u i nisi 
ensure a fair price to sugar-cane cidthators I take it that Mr Joshi 
wlien lie talked about regulating tin* prices, also intended that the prices 
of raw materials should he ivgul Mod and •* ‘Utrode.l h\ ,he * I*ai nuncni of 
India Mr Morgan pmtr-Jed that if the dividend is 1 ii> nl to] t. > (» po>- cent 
no one would invest his capital \v th s indiMrs With regard to capital be¬ 
coming shv how can we tax the consumer to * nahle these capitalists to find, 
safe investments and get a high percentage of interest 0 The consumer is 
not interested af all as lo who flu* industrialist is and whether la* gets a fair 
return or not The other points in the amendment art' very reasonable. 
You w r ill therefore be justified in faxing the consumer with a cent, per eent. 
duty only if the wider interest.-, of tV country are safeguarded. I have 
therefore no hesitation in supporting the amendment which Mr. .Toshi 
has ably moved 

Seth Ha]i Abdoola Haroon: T associate nnself with what has fallen from 
my friends. Dr. Zinuddin Ahmad and Mr Morgan. M\ Honourable friend 
Mr. Thampan wants to fix the price of sugar-cane. T do not think that at 
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this moment Government can do anything because there are several pro¬ 
vinces, and if urn go through the Report of the Tariff Hoard vou will find 
fhaf Bihar is producing nine at about A annas, whereas Bomhav does so 
at J2 annas, and the llnited I'rovnicos at six annas. And what rate can 
the Government oi India fix' When sugar factories are established, I 
think it will be advisable tor tin- Provincial Governments to do it, instead 
ol the Government of India l do not want to say much on this amend¬ 
ment. though I can sa\ something 1 oppose the amendment 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I think tin speeches to which we 
have listened will have convinced the Honourably the Mnv er t li.it-there is at 
anv rate a eonsiderahle hod\ ol opinion in the House that k not inclined 
to accept Ins amendment 

Mr. K. P. Thampan: 1 m<, us» tin- is ,i . .ipitalist House 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: 1 am afraid the Government must, 
associate tlicmiselves with that body of opinion We .ill oi iis recogumi 
that nn Honour,able friend h.is national interests ver\ nun h at heart, arid 
no appreciate the importance he attaches to dome what is possible for 
the various interests winch m.iv h< adversely afterted m a scheme of 

protection But on this oc< asion he has asked the Hons* m a single* 

amendment to adopt so nianv dificrcnt principles sonic ot which are 
highly controversial, ;iiitl to apply a -cne- of remedies some ot which arc 
surrounded with verv meat prietual ditlicult u-s m carrying them out, 

that 1 am airaid it is finite impossible lor the Government to accept hi* 

amendment, and I must oppose u 

Mr President: Tim tpu-stmn i- 

“"-l hit aitet {, htiu-e Li the iollouing nev i l.m-r*. .iimmU'iI .mu (In- »*'m riiniiiL 
dau^es W o -numbered accordingly : 

*3 Undoi takings engaged in the iim- <a -ug.u "Ii.iII miLium f Io* te.wut 

merit of India, it .dieudv woiking not l«doi than 30ih \p»d and it to n* c-f dth-hed 
in future. befoio roinincm ini; work, n decl.ir.itw-a wlico'liv thev pledge fln-niselvcs it 
keep prices of the .utick- durum the period when such prc-cdivc dnie-s .m- m lorn 
at such figuie- as the Government of Tndia may approve 

4. Notwithounding the pacing of this \<. the pi*<»f •»< uw dune-. -n..H no* <«pfd’ 
unless the condition laid down ui Motion 3 .aid the following «ondmoM- an* found 
by the Government of India .o have been fulfilled : 

Undertakings engaged in tlie manufacture of siigai shall suhmil to I he Government 
of Tndia not later than the 30th of April in the ca-e of those aheadv winking and 
before eoinmenr ing woik in the case /if those that may !>*• established in the future, 
a declaration whereby the\ pledge themselves for the financial veai dining whi.-h the 
protective duties are in force 

(o) not to p,iany fee or ivjnivaleni >i mu to the Uneilui oi management for 
the said financial year. 

(/,) IJ( ,1 i ( , pay to shareholder' and «»thei participauU with limited liability a 

„,eaU-r sum 1»\ wav of annual dividend than wfmt thev would go! at 6 
nei cent on the actual capital mve-trd in flu- undo!taking L\ the poisons 
concerned, 

(,) i f , .-mnlov anv further ^lirplu- in . o.i^niidat in 4 the position ot file under 
i ( ,h„ig tn fh.- multi 1 '-! anpi-O'ed b\ (he Gove-nmeni of Tndia 

(,l) not to enu.lov anv one wh,, is mV an Indian except with the peiwdon of 
the Government of Tndia : and 

f,. tn produce a certificate thar the labour conditirais in tin- undertaking are 
satisfactory from a committee of three persons appointed hv the Govern 
rnent of Tndia for that purpose 
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5. If an undertaking manufacturing sugar fails to perform its duties under sec¬ 
tions 3 and 4 within a fixed period the Governor General in Council may impose on 
those responsible to perform these duties the penalty of a daily fine not exceeding one 
•thousand rupees’." 

The motion was negatived. 

Chinas mikI I were .wldi'd to tin* Bill 

Mr. B. Das: 1 mi»v 

"That altui <* 1 .ium* 4 the teillowiiig u**v il.iu>< In. iii-ci tc*(l and In* tepiamuig clauses 
he le mmihered nicordingly 

‘5 (1) In •»! dci t<* senile iliat Higai f.ntoiu* in lintish India, -shall he dev cloned 
.md coiitioih'd in tic host 'iitcrc-si ,a India, the Goveinoi Gener.d in < ninril may, 
hv Not ifie.it ion in the Gazette ot India, make mles— 

I't) ie<|innng lli.e m* per-on -lull ovmi ,i •'U^.u f.i-toiv without a lit cine in that 
behalf, 

ih) pics.-ubirig tin* «|ii.i 1 if k at ions ot per-son-s to whom -such lieein es may be granted, 
if) prescribing the duration and londitioin* «U -urli Indices, 
if/) detei mining »lie aiilhout v b\ whom ‘iiili licence- sliaJJ be gi.inteu. md 
|f' goia e.illv lo ..«11 \ out the purpo-.es ,,| this set Moil 

i2i In making .mli tides die Govern*a General ill Council may piovide that a (on- 
tiavintion theicof hall be puni .liable wi»b fine* which iim\ extend to fj v <* thousand 
super*- mi each occasion’." 

1 1 1 ;i\ i .dieadv rclein d to tin* &u|>ji ft-m.itler <>t this clause ill my 
spec idi this morning. .mil m\ 1 Ionnur.iblc lncnd Mi Morgan also referred 
to ii 1 .iL'iec p.iitK with in\ ineud Mi Morgan, that then* an* diffi¬ 
culties 'riu* Government ot India will have to .idniiniMc r I his clause 
il it Iu*i*caiies law 1 have httle hand m legulating the action of the 
Government "1 India 1 .mi not going in xi\ how they will administer 
it Thev adiiiiuisti i so many Onlmances and so m niv en.ictinents, and 
1 do hope that thev will so iiahic then mles an<i regulations as not to 
oth ml ihen eonscienct or the conscience of their trie nd- I do not want 
to ellsciws tin subject-Iliat 1 e 1 Ilf the* (datlse* th.lt h;|s heel* very often 
discussed on tin* floor ol tin* TIoiise*, hut 1 do not w mi persons outside 
the British Kmpire. win* in* making large sums of money hv selling 
sugar to Inch.i to come and install stig ir factories m India and thereby 
take advantage* ol the protection scheme I know what happened At lion 
we* gave prediction lo iln* m itch mdnstrv \ Svvtehsh match combine 
canu* and took advantage Then \\e know that the -lapanese* have 
purchased some* colton nidls in Boinbav and they are taking advantage 
of fhe cotton mill piotection Then is t strong rumnm that the shoe 
making firm of lhita are* living lo msfall factories in India, so that the.* 
shoe-makers and cobblers mav he put out of their profession and vocation. 
If is time that as a nation au' should try and regulate the special con- 
eessions lo an mduslrv , owing to the heavy profeeiion to the industry, 
then* is even likelihood e>f Javanese sugar factories being dismantled in 
Java and installed here T understand and appreciate the difficulties, 
but it is time that flu* Gov eminent of India should make a start, and 
T think this is the right occasion to make the start 

Mr. K. P. Thampan: Sir T rise to oppose this amendment. By 
introducing this amendment my friend Mr Das is unconsciously giving 
a weapon into the hand*, of the Government whom T will not trust with it. 
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In Madia ilit* sugar industry is in the hands of a European compunv. 

I know tlie conditions prevailing in m\ part, of the .Presidency and if 
this amendment is adopted, the- Madras (iovernment is sure not to allow 
hereafter am Indian firm In start a sugar factory to compote with it. 
We reimmhiT. though it was long ago, wli.d happened to the Swadeshi 
Steam Navigation (’oinjuim in Soulh India The Madras < iovernment 
did their level best at the instance of the Europeans to throttle it. with 
the result that the eompam collapsed after a short existence Though 
industries are a transferred suhp»et» \cuse iu\ pla.u speaking.—the 
Ministers are much worse th..n tin European Event i\r (Councilors in 

this respect If Mi Das’ intention is that hereafler no foreigner sliould be 
allowed to start sugar Indoles. and wishes to pir\ciit foreign capital 
from being used, he should pnoidt spec ifiea!I\ for it m tin* amendment 
Tliaf would hi a latter and more dneet win oj tP.ihug with lie suhji el 
1 have great objection to this clans< being passed 

Lala Hari Raj Swarup: 1 »i.i\»• goat plea^m* m suppia t mg ihe amend- 
lnein moved h\ Mr Das The dangn that Mr Das .«ppiclieiaU a 

verv real on** Then is a leal dangt l that lureignei- «*spreiail\ trom 

Java, would try to capture this new mdustr\ in this count n. Tin* 

Rom ha \ (»o\ i*i unieiil the other da\ appointed a ( nmmilt"* t<> gi. mlo 

the sugar industry, espeoialh uitli ieh renoe to the I)« c*i*.: i . (Duals. ,md 
the following tenmrks ot that < 'onmutn • ■ n< pertinent in He- i onneet ion 
The Committee sa\s* 

“In flu* meantime. .nut tin- uaiiciu; li.i> iiuin tin* Sug.u 'l <*< tmulogist linn 

self, a.s well ns from nlhei souice*. represents! i\e- uf tin- Java Mig.u < oii’liine- ai 
scouring the (ountrv e\,limning the pns-ilubt les in oniei he re,elv .it the cnticnl 
moment to aumji down, secuu* the most Mutable sugar tactoy site- and posmbW 

corner the entile imliistrv Them financial icsoime- apiie.tr to he unlnnited Tlseu 
experience m tlie- production of sugar cane and in the nianufaciuic 01 win** • >p.11 ..id 

their hold on the white sugai market place them in a position to make a almost mi 

possible fm the Indian to compete with them foi some \e.irs to come 

Some members of the Committee admit that tin mdustrv is m danger 
of being monopolised b\ foreigners and think that ,f tin* industrv is t<» 
be saved for Indian interests immediate action b\ tin Central Cm\em¬ 
inent is imperative. Sir, the Bengal National ( 'li.unhrr of Cumnierci 
issued a circular the other day in which tlirw mentioned that Air Thomas 
Ratty, the famous sugar manufacturer. i« planning to build a hup# 
factory near Calcutta in order to take advantage of flu* high f.uif'i wall 
We discussed this ijuestion in detail in the Select Commitlei also but 
w'e found certain difficulties on account of which we could not incorporate 
this clause in the Bill because the whole principle of commercial discri¬ 
mination is under discussion by the Round Table Conference and some 
of the members think that, it would he better to await the decisions of 
that bodv. Rut T differ from that view and I agree with mv Honourable 
friend Mr. Das, that w T e should safeguard the Indian industries and the 
interests of Indians as against the inhabitants of' other countries, and 
especial]v wo have to safeguard ourselves against .T,*i\n Sir witli these 
words T support this amendment. 

Mr. S C. Mitra: Sir though there ma\ ho some substance in mv 
Honourable friend, Mr. Thampan’s apprehensions, vet I think T should 
support the amendment- of mv friend, Mr Das Sir. agriculture is a 
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provincial transferred subject and mostly in the hands of Indian Ministers 
and we need not be so apprehensive that everything will he sacrificed 
in the interests of foreigners. But the Select Committee itself did not 
lose sight of the iact altogether and .11 paragraph 4 of their report they say: 

* fit \ievv of icais winch have been cxpics-tid that intc*u\sloiiiM.lo tin* linlish 
Emjuiu iiiigb>< take advantage ot the tarift wall to establish sugar lactone., m India 
to the disadvantage ot Indian mteict*, wt* recommend that tho (Joceiriot (tenoral 111 
Council should watch any developments in this- duet turn with a view to coii'idoiing 
whr'ther any at turn .should be taken lo pic unit, torninl ot the induct t \ 01 ot am 

considerable pait of ji tiom falling into foreign hand* 

» 

So (he Select Committee also provided against eontingeiien n 0 } winch 
mention has been made bv mv irimd Mr Han Ii«tj Swarup and since 
the present Act covers a period ot 7 veins, it *uira* micI> provision a* tint 
proposed bv M v I).*'- k aeei p!> a rl, that will also provide tor sonu* of the 
points raet’d 01 e.irln t aim raiment'- bv inv Honour,ibh 
friend. Mr .loshi bec.ms< m granting tin license the Govern¬ 
ment might stipulate that tic inter* sK <>t tin labourers should also he 
secured: and tin Honourable the Leader of tin- House has said that as 
regards Mi dosln’s amendment, had it not been a big omnibus amendment t 
he would perhaps Mind of ae< eptmg some of his suggestions 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Sr uhv does the Honourable 

Member aserd»«* that statement to nu 1 I am finite unconscious of having 
Baid rim thing like it 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: So d tins amendment be accepted, then there should 
be some provision to secure tin* interests oi hihniu a* well as general 
Indian interests to a certain extent 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Sir 1 should lik*• t ( , express im 
great indebtedness to Member* of this House for the brevitv with which 
thev have given their views, and I shall eertuiniv strive to mntat-* them 
T think Sir the* fhais** will easilv r* ah/e that Government do not find 
it possible to accept this amendment As mv Honourable friend, Mr. 
Mitra, has soul, the inattei was considered bv the Soled Committee and 
the view* expressed bv the majority is what Mr Mitra read munch 

In \it*w of fear* which h«i\c* been tv.\pif**ed that intore*t* ou‘*'de the lh‘«ti.-b 
Empiie might take advantage of tlu* tanfF w.*ll lo c\*tabli.*h m^ar lactone* m India 
to the disadvantage of Indian inteie^t*. we recommend that the (Jovenior (ioueial 111 
Council should watch any deveonment* in tin.* duett ion with .1 a icw to considering; 
whether any action should Ik* taken to pi event control of the industry 01 of am 
considerable part of it from fntlinir into foreurn hand*.” 

That, Sir. the Government of India are quite prepared to do (Hear, hear): 
but I do not think it is desirable at Mils staire that Government should be 
given the extensive pov\ et* which the amendment proposes to give them 
as regards the licensing of sng.ir factories, shice the power sought to be 
given, espoeinllv by clause (c) prescribing the duration and conditions of 
the license, is a verv extrusive power indeed Apart from that, the 
big question that mv Honourable friend wishes* to raise n order to 
prevent the control of the industry f’*om passing into the hand* of people 
OutBide the British Empire is a very big question which requires separate 
treatment, I think, if it is ever to be effectively handled. My Honourable 
friend referred to the match industry, hut T should lik° to point out that 
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that is rut her a special ease. Thai, was a ease in which a firm—a very 
remarkable firm— had acquired control over the match industry not in 
one country or oven Ivvo or throe countries, but, in countries all over tho 
world, and 1 am not aw .no ot an\ l lung similar t«> that in the sugar 
industry And since the conditions in India are such as not to permit of 
tho establishment m India, except possihlv m a very tew areas, ot factories 
of a magnitude and scale comparable to the factories which exist m davit, 
it dot's nol seem to me hkel\ that ,m\ development in the direction 
apprehended could piucrrd otliciwise lli,«n I’.urlv slow lx. that is to say, 
we should li.ixt warning and I do no( think that theie ^ aiiv danger 
that the development which is appn bonded mipbt take place si rapidly 
that there would he vw» \ mu* left to interior! V’oi A ties.* le.isms Sir, 

T (‘annul .tee* pt ihe amendment* 

Mr. B. Das: Sir, in view of the controversial nature of the question, T 
beg for leave of the House to withdraw im motion 

Tilt* ameiidmenl was I»\ leave of the \sM*mbh withdrawn 

(Manse .*» was added to the Hill 

Mr. President: The question is that clause (» stand part o! the Bill 

Mr. E. F. Sykes (Bnmhav European) Sir T shall take exactly two 
minutes over thw amendment Yesterday ■ - 

Mr. President: Ph *ase move vnur amendment tir-t 

Mr. E. F. Sykes: Sir, 1 beg to move 

Thai fm rial, a* h tilt* tnilnunii* hr suh*»1 it nit it 

‘6 Wlmexei in liuxilir Mig.n vain* Iiimi a i*io\vei ot ain.il i ant* pa\-» him a 
fane whit It i** It-**-' thin* cijit .iiiii.s pf*i m.itiml <.| H? 2/7th pminfU 
a\ oil iturmis shall hr punt habit* l*\ line \\ hu h max rMemi to two lho.i**»ml 
rupees Im each oftenee' 

Yesterday, Sir, we saw that tin* Tariff Board had adopted fair selling 
prices, one for cane and one for sugar. They made ample provision that 
the manufacturer should get his fair selling price, hut thov made no provi¬ 
sion for the grower of cane to get his fair selling price This amendment 
I have moved is to fill up fhe gap m the logical *equonee *»f the hill Sir, 
T move 

Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar (East Punjab. Sikh) Sir, 1 oppose tho 

ameiidmenl not withstanding the fad that 1 represent ugncull m ,il iipeiv.sts 
and not the manufacturers of sugar though T feel that llio ameiidiucn 1 lias 
some force in principle Tt is, liow r ever, very difficult to put it into practice. 
MMie Sugsir ('omrmtffc <>t 1020 suggested •onir tw<» <»»• litre* wax*- <<! .’. .hug 
with it. One of them was that it should have Mime relation to the price 
of white sugar, and it is quite a sound principle that the price of sugar¬ 
cane should he fixed in relation to the price of white sugar If we fix the 
price of sugar-cane as Mr Syko* wants it, at annas eight per matind, and 
if tomorrow the price of white sugar falls, what lias the manufacturer to 
do? At this time when we arc giving protection as an incentive to the 
sugar industry and to increase cultivation on up-to-date method* of sugar- 
cane, T do not think it- would he advisable to fix the price at such a figure 
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arbitrarily. If wo do this, the result would be that the people who are 
now thinking of starting now factories will be prevented from doing so# 
thinking that it may not ho a paving proposition if we fix it too high# 
because Java sugar .at this time has not got enough market due to protec¬ 
tion being granted in all countries fto, unless there is a large number of 
factories established, the. demand for sugar-cane will not be great and 
the price will naturally fall In (Jorakhpur we find even at present, where 
there an* mam factories, that the price lias actual 1\ gone up The Tariff 
Hoard also lound at many places the figure had gone up as higli as 14 urm&S 
;i maund duo to local competition and therefore it would not be right for 
in (o deprive 1 lif* cultivator of the benefit of competition between the 
manufacturers and thus having a higher figure than even 8 annas a maund. 
H is more hv h vn :1 |<K*al matter and the Local Cnw eminent s are competent 
In deal w th it 'Hu*' can mate inquiries into it according to the local 
areas, when* tlu* siiw.n -cam* grown and where tile faetora»s are established 
sf> that the cultivators should have a fair price lor the produce according 
to the demands .md tie* -upplv in that particular area 1 do not want to 
take up the time ot the I louse and would content mwlt 1»\ saving that it 
is not proper to arlefr.inh fix the figure .it H annas hut to h*a\c it to the 
Local (lownimenfs to do what (lev think tit m the interests of the 
cultivator 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Sir I h.ive \< ?\ great svmpathv with Mr. Sykes 
m Ins desire to fix the priei level l»ut I can never miagini that the price 
level can ever he fixed lo penal code It is reallv one of those things 
which could he arranged h\ an ei'onoinii* measure If we begin to apply 
the penal code to fix the priee level or it \\e begin to apply the penal code 
t*' rend,de the ( xeli.nr'e anil (UireiMW pohev. then 1 mi afraid we will not 
know whore we are What Mr Svkes k aiming at is a thing which w e all 
desire to have, hut it should la* achieved hv an economic measure and not 
by penal action which lie proposes 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Sir 1 quite agree with what has 
I * i i 1 1 * 11 from .ill tlu lloiiourabh Members who have sp.iken as to the import¬ 
ance ifl doupr Ji.it k pr.icf a* •»»!«• to -ri*uH i f'i? pine lor fin* 'iigar-eune 
grower, hut 1 also agree with the last two speakers* that this House ought 
not to accept mix Honour hie mend’s .imendncnt firstlv, been use it is 
impossible to fix a price which will fit the conditions of all the provinces 
in India, and. secondl\. because the actual enforcement of whatever might 
ho considered a fan* price is es*entinlli a local matter If anything is to 
he done. I hold verv strough it Would have to he done* hv local legislation 
and hv the Local (lowmments. and I fear it is quite impracticable to 
•chieve that end hv anv legislation adopted here 

Mr. President: The question is: 

^Ill'll *«>r i i.iu^r o l*i*» Nulou nig )»* si<ii> t n a:«.] 

‘6 Wliooxci m l.u\ ii.^ aig.nciiM* fin” .. .p*n\\i>i ,,j Mig.o < ,.co p,n* Hm a 
|M*ico will, h : lt*ss 111.'11 oedi .id.... per m.nimt "of 82 2 7 i’li jhuinds 
,0nii’ilnptii. sli.ill puiisli.il.lr I., feu* wliicli 111.1 \ t*\u*nil to - wo ilioiifiand 
rupees for txidi oftoiuv’ ” 

The motion was negatived 

Mr. President: Tho question is that chaise o stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was adopted. 



2876 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


|2m> Apku. Iff #2 


Clause 6 was added : tre Bd! 

The Schedule was added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

Mr. President: Tin* question is 

“That the Preamble stand p.ci n| the Ibll “ 

Mr. B Das: 1 do not move my amendment 

The Title and Preamble were added to the Bill 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Sir. 1 move that the Bill, as amend¬ 
ed, be passed. I desire only to thank Honourable Members once again 
for the t dmlrabJe brevity of their speeches. 

Mr. B. Das: Sir, T feci very happy that this Bill is» being passed and 
that this is the last crowning glory to my Honourable friend Sir (iGorge 
llainy. Sir, as I obserwd yesterday, lie was the lirst to he instrumental 
over the protects e measure for steel and, as tilings are happening at 
present, probably the Sugai Pmtivtioii Act will be the last protective 
measure that will bo passed on the floor of this House It may he that, 
his successors may not find opportunities to give protection owing to the 
variation in the Legislature and owing to the tnnpe**:mu nt of the now 
Legislature Sir. as probably tins is the bed pi»‘(v ot legislation that mj 
Honourable friend will bring to a completion m this House, I wish to take 
this opportunity ol -nying that I leel M‘V\ gratetu! for the sympathetic atti¬ 
tude that he has always adopted in considering \er\ difficult points that 
we have very often raised during the discussion on protective measures, 
especially in the case of those issues that ruis- complicated and complex 
problems both within and without, the British Empire He has invariably, 
m his usual humorous and learned way tued to meet our points and tried 
to explain the difficulties of the Govermru nt If rumour be true Sir, my 
Honourable 4 friend Sir George Ilainv will represent India at the Ottawa 
Conference when 4 some of tin vcr\ problem-* that we have discussed under 
the various protective enactments that are the fruit of the hard labours of 
the Honourable the Leader of the House wall he brought up And J hope 
that my Honourable triend, even when lie is separated from us by 10,000 
miles, will hear in mind the effort that we made always to bring before 
him the view point of the public and the view point of the masse* and T 
hope he will then also keep the interests of India at heart 

Sir Abdur Rahim: Sir, in supporting the motion that the Bill be passed, 
I wish just to sav a few words not on fhr> subject of the Bill so much but 
as regards the Honourable the Commerce Member, who is the Leader of 
the House. Sir, I wish sincerely to express our very high appreciation of 
the manner in which he has discharged his duties, very onerous duties, in 
this Assembly As the Leader of the Hous«e during the years that T have 

*'Tn the prea tilde to the bill fo, ihc wools and with the 

Tor a period ending with’ and ending with the words 'for the remainder of the 
period’ the following ho substituted 

‘hv temporarily increasing the import dtifi * 1 levuMe on mih.ii** 
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been associated with this Assembly, I have not noticed a single occasion 
on which he has not sought to meet our viewpoint and our convenience, 
j The way he has met us and the pleasant relation which he 

has maintained with all sections of the House lias left a very 
pleasant impression upon uh all. I am sure 1 when he leaves Tndia, he will 
carry with him the cordial good wishes of all who have been associated 
with him in this House T have seen luin piloting a number of Bills* in 
this Assembly, and a^ 1 am one of the confirmed protectionists, and as 
protection i * 1ht» policy which has been deliberately adopted by the country, 
our special thanks are due to the Honourable Sir tie or go Kainy for the 
excellent manner m which he has piloted not only this measure (Applause) 
but als'» niliei similar iimm-hiis t i» luo- shown greet abditv and skdl not 
only a<* a. Leader of the House, but as iX responsible Member in charge of 
the Commerce Department, and we all hope that m his retirement he will 
find other means of ••ceupwng hi*, \uhiahIo lime and utilising the very 
v.duabh i'\|n m ik* which h. i i.* t - gamed in the Interests of Tndia 
(Applause » 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer: \L 11 < »i*« uijm I ,]f friend Mr B Das. the Chief 
Whip ol i>i\ I’.utv. \vh»n Npe.ikiuu <<n rh< mer.t- of thi-* question. rightly 
eoneluded 1»\ p.tvmg a rich tribute In the Honourable the Leader ot the 
House who I: ■ la 4 *ii \> i v Laid m tin lobby in ns and riot wry crucd on the 
tlnni of 1 1 •» ! Imi^" i I .a In .-i ' ^.i i' till Leader ot the House. it has 

been oiii iit* i »^sar\ Hiif \ i<* ni'M-uii >\\ -nL with him. and during the last- 
fur u'iiis I ran ^a\ w 11» lit ;m\ !r:u of contradiction, that I attacked 
him Muiiriiint s vail .i rapin and -ometiint^ with a bludgeon I do not 
mgret those attacks, and I la continues to lie the Leader of the House, 

I promise tn coi*t im ia th« s.jua attack- which will be delivered in the 
same spirt, hut when la haws us. u,. feel that the parliamentary spirit 
that hr has intioducrd n 1 1ns TIou>r and the opportunity for what he 
was pleased to descrilu as “genial parliamentary ferocities’*, for which 
he too h; - been responsible 1»\ thr consistent opposition that he ]>nt 
against is run s.»metuiu- when tin (iouTimu-iit were in the wrong— 
wr feel that the p ir’iam.-ntai \ spirit m which he lias taught up how T to 
oppose raidi othei will stay behind S r. there were occasions when we 
rr.se to the heights nj paiTamentary fervour and he ripened us and his own 
side Ironi lading into tin depths i*f unparliamentary*. — what shall I say, — 
disfavour I do not want to pr.dsr the Honourable the Leader of the 
House op this occasion for T cm not concerned with his past. any more 
than in p"!it»es one can ewr he concerned with the past. So far as his 
fulme is concerned rveti though wr lure not yet agreed with hnn on past 
occasions. the present is an indication that we will he very much in agree¬ 
ment with each other for on the question of protection when I gently 
suggested this morning tn him that we would rather pass fir's measure 
hofoir we rise for lunch instead of postponing >t to Simla, the Honourable 
the L aider of the House shook his head, thought about it and agreed with 
us. (Laughter } That sh that when suggestions that are acceptable 
to both s.des are made, both sides agree to meet each other. He helped 
this eountrv in introducing protection for sugar and therehv concluded the 
first Chapter in the Book of Br* deed ion Sir. von are aware that in the 
last confnrv the policy- of Government was to commit this country to 
free trade because Ihe British Government was committed to free trade. 
Curiously enough, if is n linppx coincidence that the British people are 
fast committing themselves t,> tariffs, following in this particular instance 
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the example set. by the Government of India and the Honourable the 
Commerce Member. Sir, I congratulate him in conquering the hearts 
of his own people with the help of the opposition to the cause of tariff. 
(Hear, hear.) I think it will not be ton much for me to say—nil genuine 
praise is short—Lt will not be too much tor me to sav that- from the 
Treasury benches the Leader •>! Hie House has sometimes, as to-day. led 
us captive ((’beers ) 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: Sir l .mi glad t<> get tins opportunity 
of speaking and I welcome this occasion nt mving protection to this industry 
which wo, /aimndai's in India, \aluc ;• i»rcat deal 'Phis Ihll. I am sure, 
will inijim\c tin 1 rm.iiKi.il condition ot a great number of people wiio are 
engaged m aj.neultuiv Sue ir i* an industry winch has been thrown into 
the bin kground lor a lone tun • m tbe pasi ,md this. protection which 
is given \)^ tins iiuMsinv w »I 1 help m tehuildmg that industry winch we 
had m out heart a «jreal ilea' Phi- Hill would ser\« as a real 1 )ik>ji, to 
• he people ol India, and mi this occasion 1 must eongratuhue tin* Honour¬ 
able the Leader <d the House m brine lie this measure so successfully 
lo ;i com liision His genial spirit and Ins masterful mind is ^.*|t evident*, 
according to an Indian proverb 

“./ai/oe wt*h Inn /•» s nr jut it r/nimh /.< hohttji" 

\nw . Sir when the |>ru «*»■ 1 ia c. 11 u tri.m tin Opposition I ’ 1 uches. lliere 
could nei Im iimn evident pn>o« .»] tin masteitul manner m which I10 
guided 1 lie destinies in tin- House of course praise )mm those people 
who .ilw.i\s co-operated with him w-uld not he .»)’ such value as praise 
from those people who sit in Opposition h» him I think it wd! he .1 great 
loss to the Hons, and to tin country and t« • tin (io\eminent winch lie 
so taithiulK s, r\ed when wi will find that his at will not he occupied 
h\ him It is a cleat conquest winch he made m this House since he 
llils been the Leader of the Hum. that practically on all the important 
questions in which Government tell \ e» \ la eid\ (i • viimnetn got their 
wa\ and a man can he judged always h. th- • ■■diiev. incut s which lie has 
made and the net result can he judged L the ivsiilis .»| t)»«* actions and 
the aelney eluent s w liich the Honourable S.i 1 c'orta h'- m.id< m the- House. 
With these words | conclude 

Mr. G. Morgan: In -uppoHnig the Herd tending ui ilns Hill a great. 

de 1 1 . 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer: <>l sug.n io sugar the sp.*eehc- 

Mr. G. Morgan: The speeches winch I Im \» listened to and which 
June been made Irom the oilier sidi* ot the House Jm\e certainly been 
sweet* and justifiably so On behalf of the Kurojx an Group, l would like 
to say lhat y\ e lane all appuiciutcd tins Lea<h*islnp of this House by my 
friend the Honourable Sir George lbum. There is only one thing I am 
sorry for, as a follow-Scolchinnii,— a “brother Scot'* as we say. T am 
sorry if lie is going hack to a town called \ 11 ld Reekie which translated 
is Edinburgh. If lie is going hack there, be will have almost a daily 
i egret— I know* that town myself—that the sun has disappeared, from the 
sky. f am quite certain there will la* many days when lie walks along 
Prince’s Street that he will sav. “T should like to he hack in New Delhi, 
even in April”. 
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Sir, 1 associate iu\self with all the remarks which have fallen from the 
jitevioiiH speakers. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Sir, I .nn not sure that the position 
does not demand that I should ask one ol 1113 colleagues to introduce 
a Ihll which might he called the Sir George liuinv (Prevention of Speeches) 
Pr*'lection IJdl < 1 iiiught 1 a 1, that, it seems to me, is perhaps the most 
urgent need ot I In moment Hut. Sir, quite mtiousIv. 1 am more* grateful 
than I can mi; to m\ 1 loiiourahlc Ji lends ri all part*-. i»f the House f’oi 
v hal thi\ h.i\e said Nomii* now s ljeit<*i than m a wli how hilie deserved 
some o| thesi tilings ..ie {1 -s tine it has iieeu mi aim and intention 
s'u< e I In (.line l.e.ider to tr\, whenever it was possible*, to divine what 
wa> tin gtiitial wish end \ lew ot the House and see hov\ tar 1 could go 
1i meet 11 I was tii'iiL* n iln*- moinmg, hut I made a had shot and 1 had 
to turn one’ >>n in\ ii.uvs and tiv it the othei wav \\ hat I do feel 
diepls is th.s that iln \li mlicis *>t ibis House ha\e made d ver\ plain. 
I' ua that tlai <!«• not demand ’rum the Members ot the Government 
}erleei pi *i }• >» in.uici out aie qiet** eonti nt when* the will and spirit and 
mt. nt'un is piesrni t<. accept great deal les^ than pcrleet peitormanco 
.•s si 1 \ a t winch ilui will accept .md tor which thev .ire grateful. I can¬ 
not |missi1)!\ siv limit Sn Imt I do assiue the "House that I very deeph 
leel tin hoi>.ii|* i(i. \ $ im \ < i h .ne tin md ( a»n more grate fill than T can 

SJI \ 

Mr. President: Th, .,ue t <.n - t]>.it the Pill In pass.-d 

Hit motion wa*. :ido|» J n*d 

'Hie \ssi-mhli thin .aI|o,lined Im Lunch til 1 I'wentv Minute Past 
'1 1 ‘ 1 h* < I' 


H.i i.di'i . a .-1 mid d .dier Lunch ..t Tw*ntv Minutes Past Two 

oi t Hr GL'cl* President m the Chair 


TfH’ FGPKIGN TiKI. \Ti< >\*S MILL - mnl.l 

Mr. President: FurHiev cuns*deintiuii of the "Mil! to provide against 
the publication of statements likelv to promote unfriendh relations between 
His Majestv’s Government and the Governments of certain foreign States. 
The Hi*-use was adjourned vosterdnv to enable Honourable Members to 
meet together and settle upon an a creed amendment*. Will tbe Honour¬ 
ed,. Member tin* Fun-Lm Secretin \ e\pl-m what has happened 0 

Sir Evelyn Howell (Foreign SecivtavO Sir. T am afraid T cannot pro- 
mist* an agreed amendment but T shal 1 do mv best to explain the position 
Yestt*rda\ ‘sir with nun* permission. T moved an amendment which stood 
in m\ name as No 2*2 on the printed paper, and T did so as a purely 
consequential amendment Th ■ clause now re-numbered as 3 formed 
part of the original Mill and if emerged from the Select Committee 
suhsIsTitiallv unaltered 1 did not therefore think it necessary to go into 
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the merits oi‘ the clause at ail, and 1 did nut do so; but 1 moved, the purely 
Lonseijuenual amendment that jh place of certain words certain other 
words should he substituted. If l have vour permission, Sir, now 1 W'ould 
like to move a levised amendment in pi.ice of that which stands as No. 22; 
»he revised amendment runs ns follows 

I’li.it to! 1 1 him 1 3 .is ro- mim 1 kmh«i i mo iol.^w mo In* ailisiu.nod . 

ill*' plow* ions <»i m* ioii- 99 A lo 9911 (.1 1 lii* ( ikIo id Cl iniin.d i’lmciiiiiv, 
,md of sections 2 ?ii i«> 271 ) nl li. Ii./n.in I* t »-* (Mine \. i, lCbii. slmll 

m 1 ho o.i v <>l «iM\ lionU. in w ni u. h«*i d'*v muon: i mu .lining 

fnalli"' whuii i*. doliiin.ilnix o| .1 1. 1 • 1:t • nl .1 Si.do mil ido hid ,ni|nining 
Iml'.i or ot ljic (onsiii l 01 Nd,i nr p,-m 1p.1l MiiiiMoi • >! mkJi l{ni(‘r, and 
tend-. In piopidivi* iho maimoiumoo nl lueji.iU ’ol.iiinn- I'ot^ion His 
M.ijosi\’s (.ioMMimiein and tho (m\ 01 iumoiii 01 -in!* si m m 1U0 . „niu*i- 

.1- tlie\ appl.v 111 tin* caso n| .1 Ixm' nov |i.«| < ; n 1 «n. i m id < . 1,.aini..^ 

‘•oditious matlei within tin* moainuj nl ti.n-i *“•** it.ii*>’ 

Ili.it. S 11 is the rev.sed amendment winch L now debt re to move. It 

ib pel haps neee^arv tor me. in view < d what passed veslerdav, when this 

elair-i* as a whole was attacked b\ m\ hiend, Mr. Munshi, to s.iv a word 
or two about tlu* cl ui*m* as a whine, end then 1 shall give some explanation 
with regard to those words wlneli liguiv again m this icvisod amendment, 
hut wore deleted In agreenu nt from clause *2 of the Mil The piovisions 
• if tin* section's of the (’ode ■ >1 Criminal Procedure which have been 
quoted, and o! ill* liahan Post (>It 1 . .• Act ate to tla effect Unit the 

Governor General m Cumuli <>r a Local Government can impound or 

c’difiscati seditious matter <>1 pieveiii its transmission thimigh the post, 
'fhe person wh-> lei K himself -iggi eved h\ an\ -»i 1 c*1 1 onler has the right 
to appeal against it and the appeal corner before the High ('out t Firstly, 
with 11 gam to tin noeessitv Jui such a piovismn, J submit that ibis provt- 
sion is reallv more imp- rtant than the pioVsiuii lor prosecution on a charge 
of del at ual on It seems to me absurd and 1 llng 1 c.il to authorise the 
Governor (L ncral m Council to launch a prosecution against an individual 
edit'] 1 , a man who mav perhaps h<* verv haimless person, .,nd not at 
the same tune authorise hnri to take steps for 1 hi prevention of the very 
jeal and verv ser.oiis tmschiel wlneh the actions ot -hat ]ierson may have 
caused The really essential tiling is to prevent the diwinination of the 
libellous mailt r and that is what this clause enables him to do 

Vow .is regards those words “an<| tends topiejudee the maintenance 
of hicudlv lelafioiis la tween Ills Ylajo-dv‘s Government and the. Government 
rt such State” v\c pctsonally on the side of Government are not wedded to 
those words; and if the Opposition prefer to have lliem out, we are agreed to 
’of. them go - hut 1 submit that d is reallv in the interests of the person con¬ 
cerned I hat they should stand. The reason whv it is in his interest is very 
simple If the Governor General in Council is informed of certain matter 
defamatory of a foreign "Ruler having been disseminated, shall v e say, in a 
news]»iiper article lie can authorise the prosecution of the responsible 
editor; and if those words '.ire deleted, he can pass an order for the im¬ 
pounding or confiscation of the libellous matter. But should the Editor, 
supposing if to he his action by which if* was disseminated as w r cll as 
originally published, choose L. maintain thrd flic matter, though perhaps 
defamatory, did not prejudice friendly relations, he would have a second 
vhi\" f, e of getting his documents released again. That is tho substance 
cf the matter in a nut-shell. 

Sir, I move. 
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Mr. President : The Honourable Member wishes to move, instead of the 
Kunemhnent appearing on tin* order paper, the* following amendment: 

“That for HuuhC* 3 <is rc-nuinhtMt <! tl>»* nhowiag In* substituted : 

’ J is 1 pi o\ isiiiiii <»t set (ions 91) \ i < > 1. jt» ot lilt Code o t ( ririimul Jh u< edioe, lbQb 

anti oJ *e< lions 2/J> In 2/j) «»t .la* Jar.i.iii Post Ullitu Ad, l£>9o, siuui apply 

ui J it* *t si .to;, ooo. ia . apt i oi oiiiei doeuineui loiitummg .iidlicr 

wlii'li i- del.mi.i •» v o . j. „ , ■ i i ( .i i mu a«1 i.i.joiiu u; iml a. or 

°i ' oil"" ‘ "i s, ' 1 > 1 * *■ i>i m mi ,i o, i.< >j iiidei. ami I oil.Is 'u 

Uol e tin* ii on ..an , ■; iiumhiL n >,imo - I>« 1 v\* < ri iu- Maj-Stty - 

I io\tM niiienl ami tilt tjov< 1 unit ill ol su« Ji S alt* jn like inaiiiiei as they 
appL in I iio rase ol .i i.woJ., ih woi. jih «ii fji,< uinoiil > out ,i,mij.r seditious 

m v, - <i.. ■ .1.. i . „j o ... .. 

I fake it that th* 11 os i w ugre'- t<» .ffluw the i i» aiiurahli Mi mb, *r v , move 
flic .mu m Inn nt (No oh|eeii'»n "..i- t.ilc* n ) r i In* uiii« , n. hnrnt is now 

heloiv tin* Homs,. 


Mr. Jehangn K Munsiii (Jinni.u Non huropcuu; Mj I’tesident, 
olanht* 2 which w.ts pus.-cd wMeid.iy by < oiisent lias reduced the offence 
U) a simplf oit< in t ii. f!• Lunation inch , tiijnu I ui tlu* Indian Penal 
Code. till* oill\ tilth ‘fllf*. oclllg l... 1 1 lit tulclgll lluler ol il.s eollsort Ol* 

priiicip.il MiiiiMri, .iistc.nl .it Ic ing htreed l> hit and pio.^ceute a complaint 

person. di\ wi 1 ic allow ed t<» d<» si through the Governor General in 
Council, mtlioris ng .m otiic, i to iilc and pro^e'-utc Mich eomplaml. Now, 
when Government .c-eeptt d \esterd.i\ in MUiri’di'in t>> driete tho-e purt-i- 

euhir word* hon. ci.ms.* 2, < «o\ *■] miicin n effect .igivd to /•affine the 

offeiici to u.i* o; ile'.un.dioii puic .md ii:i,1- j . wffli ill uuredleiits of 
det.miat on and with th. pan shn.i nt . »\ided l»' tl.e i.\M-n_ r St..tute. 

Now we find that mi tic mix nnc Act (hoi ii'.nient st'JI dc"'>e to jinviduce 

m clause i lieu .mitdieiit w.tl ’uitlur piiaiiliev Tlv in w ,ingredient 

which < loverinnein wi li t.. retain >n t 1 s Act >- tin oMt u< c a having 

published sonielh’ni; which would tend to stran the relations between 

His M ajest\'s ii. •vennneni nd a forc/n Slav, .uni fiirthe 1 * nioie they 
wish to inflict a turther penult \ on an\ hod' who may he in jiosm’^.ou of 
a particular newspaper, hook or document in winch Mich matter is con- 
famed 

T contend. Sir. that if the object of the (iovernment of India is only 
to facilitate the filing and prosecution of a complaint for defamation by 
a foreign Killer, then the ohieet lias been served b\ clause 2 being passed 
in the form we have parsed if We ohieet ed \es(erdav to nnv ijucstion 
of foreign relations That was abandoned 'e-Ierda\ hv Government * and 
mux attempt n »w ’cade h* ehuis.. :* will defeat the vers mirpo-e of 

the compromise arrived at \esierda\ (Hear, hoar.) T can understand 
the argumeiif of the G •vernment of Tndia that a foreign Hiller should be 
placed in an equally strong position as a "British subject is if he ; s defamed 
in "British Tndia \ British -uhieef can Hde nr prosecute n complaint, and 
now the foreign Kulor is allow*ed to do so through the Government of 
Tndia The accused, in a complaint filed hv a British subject, is liable to 
he dealt with under section 100 of the Tndian "Penal Code, and the 
punishment is prescribed in Chanter XXT of the Tndian Penal Code, and 
there is u » further penalty or punishment of nnv land Now*, the Govern¬ 
ment of Tndia want to go n step further and w T ish to place foreign Killer 
ir» a better and more privileged position than a British Indian comp!a ; nant 



2 882 


LEGISLATE F ASSEMBLY. 


■\ * 


[2nd Abjul 193*2. 


[Mr Jehangir K. Munslii. | 

would bo in a British Indian Court. To that principle I take strong 
exception. (Hoar, hear.) If against .im British Indian subject un offence 
is committed under Chapter XXI, lie has the usual remedy which !s res¬ 
tricted to Chapter XXI of the Indian Penal Code. The matter, however 
grossly defamatory it may he, whether -t js published m a newspaper 
book or doeument, eannot he forfeited or seized, and to this extent the 
Government ol India wish to extend a further and additional privilege 
to a foreign Wider who has hern defamed I Sir, ohjeet to this clause 
as if has hern worded \s a matter ot laet tin* clause m the Poll as it 
has emerged from the Sided Committee ak-» must now neccssariK go m 
view of tile amended (danse 2 passed h\ the eoiiseut of all sections ol the 
House yesterday I therelmo oppose t h. - amendment, and nun*' that 
clause !» Ik omitted altogether u # »t only clause *i as amended and moved 
by my friend the Con gn Seen • n*- i>iit ak«. clause 1 as it lias emerged 
from the Select Committee, because the ohjeet of tin < :o\ernni> nt ol India, 
as 1 understood it \esferd:i\. has la on serxed h\ a loreign Wider being 
given sufficient facilit\ to file and jmsi'i m<c a • ompl.unt ol defamation 
through the (’1<>\eminent of I,id t I object to the introduction of any 
further ingredients on the impo-dum ot am additional penalties into this 
Act or to the conferring of am si.ecial pri\il» ,,r cs on a foreign hnler which 
any British Indian sulvject doe- n.»l • ( \pplause ) 


Mr. President (The TTonouraMi Ibrahim Ihdnmtoolaj The Honour¬ 
able Member cannot move an amendment to this amendment The 
Honourable Member k opp>long this amendment The question that 
clause o as re-numbered stand part of the Bill will arise later At present 
the amendment moved b\ tin* Fortun Scereturx is before the House, and 
the Chair takes if that the Honourable Member is opposing it 


Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: Vis Sir I .mi opposing the whoh clause 


Sir Lancelot Graham (St<nt.ir\ R. 'HaCn* Department) I confess. 
Sir, I am giv.itl\ disappointed \ th nc H*iiiout.iDh• ‘rand Mr Munshi 
FTc persist-, m attributing tuoM '-.itamc purpose*. to Go\< rumeul We took 
groat pains to explain \est»*rd:i\ in the dibet*- on dame 2 that tin* words 
which he proposed to omit were realh tliere m the interest of the accused 
FTowevor. he refused to he satisfied and the words went out Now. Sir. 
io savs that i*, the reason win those word, must he talon out of the 
•o-numherocl clause 


Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: \*> ie> 

Sir Lancelot Graham: 1 have tried to follow 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: 1 do not know how im Honourable friend has 
nderstood me What 1 said was that the whole of clause should go, and 
ot that those particular words alone should go and that the rest of the 
lause should remain. 

Sir Lancelot Graham: That makes my task easier He sa\s that vou 
re now putting the foreign Ruler in a privileged position because you 
'•e allowing him to file a complaint b\ an agent Now. Sir. Inf me tell 
im that is not the* purpose of this Bill at all If is the Government of 




FOREIGN DELATIONS BILL. 


288a 


Judin, having regard to their obligations and the need of maintaining peace 
with the neighbouring States, which requires this power to be exercised 
by itseli as a principal—and not as an agent of a foreign power at all. 
ft is the Government of India, in exercise of their obligations of maintain¬ 
ing peace, which requires this power of prosecuting libels on neighbouring 
potentates. That is the purpose of clause 2. It. is merely as a corollary 
of that, jmwer that we require power to iorfeit under sections of the Criminal 
Procedure Code and to stop in transit under sections of the Post Office Act. 
As itu Iriend Sir Evelyn Howell pointed out, it is not enough to catch 
hold of and put into prison the man who emitted the poison. What you 
have got to do, so f,u* as you possibly can is to run after the poison and 

collect d .ig.uu before it runs through the veins 01 the country. That is 

the purpose ot the AH. and that is the effect of the provision which 

will < nabk von to deal with books, newspapers, and so forth Those are 

the article-, hooks, uewspajMis and other puhlicut ioi.s whir li contain the 
poison re.nl\ r or dis-i-mination throughout India, and like ly t«» poison the 
relations oi friendliness between India and neighbouring nations It is 
that [tow it which v\ • reqii.re as , t t ornplernent to our power to prosecute. 
If tho'.r wool- wcm -.truck i*ut—the* words “and tends to prejudice the 
maintenance «»f triendh relations between Hi- M.i]i'st\ Govern¬ 
ment and Mu Government «>t such States ’ the task of the 
Gov crime lit would he made c asHr Wi have thought it fair to 
rttiun tin- huiib n upon run shoulders Y\hen we make this 
ordi r h »i loCeituie »-i for stopping m transit. and particularly 

the ordi i o| ( orf«ituic ( th»r» is tin possibility of an appeal to the High 

Court, and then the question, whether the article has that tendency or not. 
will coiiie iif. foi cimsidi ration hefon thf* High Court OI vanish. Sir, 
tli# puhhsher 

Sir Abdur Rahim (('alcutt.i and Suburbs Muhammadan TVnanj* Will 
.t he aftir the trial for defamation or before it n 

Sir Lancelot G-raham: That is quite independent ot tin ottmer You 
mas take tin -edition procedure under the Code of Criminal Procedure; it 
i.s e\a<tl\ tin saim portion a- tin sedition procedure You ma\ prose¬ 
cute a man for sidd'uii if mu think it worth whiU There is no obliga¬ 
tion to pros» cute for the offence and the [rower .s there under the 

Criminal Procedure Code to forfeit documents which art -edit i ms, and 
then is an appeal against that "Rut it is quit* independent I trust 
I have* made m\self quite clear. 

Sir Abdur Rahim: Then* will he no trial hr tort tin forfeiture is ordered. 

Sir Lancelot Graham: There need not he a trial hut there may bo a 
trial Yoii ma\ want- to act with promptitude, you may want to forfeit 
this document before von prosecute. Prosecutions take 1 time, in the 
meantime the poison runs out into the country We arc* not act.ng as the. 
agent- of foreign power-., and we reomre these powers as *-uppl« mentarv to 
the p »wrrs taken under clause 2. Therefore, Sir, I must press strongly for 
the acceptance of this amendment 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division Muhammadan Rural): In 
this countrv it is verv well known that libellous matter in several eases 
has brought* about bloodshed. Tt has been our expedience in the Inst 
few years that whenever a libel has appeared in the Press or in a book. 

c 
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it has roused them to such anger that certain people committed murder. 
We had recent trials and recent cases. It is no secret. People in India 
are very sentimental, and when the libel oxeeods the limit, people are 
enraged so much so that they do not care for their lives. The same 
feeling may be generated in the mind of a loyal subject of a foreign 
Sovereign, and it might tend to bloodshed by the subjects of those 
States who are residing in India. Before this evil spreads, before a 
libellous matter against a foreign Ruler has been published in tin* form 
of a book, or newspaper or sheet or in any other form, if it is forfeited, 
that will stop the worse calamity befalling. If a man feels aggrieved 
and says that it not really a libellous matter and there was no 

justification lor the Government forfeiting it, he can go to the court, 
and press that it should not have been done I think this clause is 
essential for the purpose ol keeping the peace and it u only a precau¬ 
tionary measure and fhi^ only gives power to stop the worst kind of 
evil befalling b) its publication I hope that this clause will find support 
and that im Honourable friend Mr Munshi will not insist upon 
opposing it. 

Sir Abdur Rahim: Mr President, 1 regret that t e.uitioi support 
clause 3 whuli i.s now sought to l>e amended because of .^oinc consequential 
changes wh'eh became nee< --an owing to flu* amncdincnt of clause 2. 
On principle I do not Hunk that we can realh ]ustif\ this clause. As 
has been ponded out by Mr. Mundii, the offence is now one of defamation 
pure and simple the onl\ diffcicmv being Hint in an o'dinsu\ case of 
detamati 'n the per.-en that i- detained has to appear before the eourt. 
and lodge :* complaint In<d< ad <»f find, having regard b' the circumstances 

oi a ease of this nature Government have undertaken to make the 
complaint b\ our of it-, own officer- But that is only a question of 
procedure, and it makes no difference a- k» the substance *»f the Bill: that 
is to s n\, the offence which is sought to be dealt with k one of defama¬ 
tion, although one consequence of such defamation may bo to affect the 
I’elations of this Government, with a Government outside India The 
difficulty 1 am feeling is that before it has been proved that the matter 
contained in a newspaper article, or an) speech or publication is of 
libellous character or is defamatory, you want authority b> forfeit those 
publications Tt may be when the ease k fried tie* ae/e.i»d may bo 
in o position to prove that as n matter of fact the^e is nothii defamatory 
in the publication But before he has had any chance of d< !ng so, why 
should it be possible—that is what T understand from Sir Lancelot Graham 
—for the Government by clause 3 to stop circulation of any newspaper 
or publication which the Government disapproves of. Thai is a principle 
which it is difficult for any one to accept. Of course, if if were provided 
that after conviction has been obtained, after the writing in question has 
been found to be defamatory as alleged, then all copies of the upwspapeni 
or other publications containing that matter should be stopped from 
circulating,—one could easily understand that, and one could have no 
objection on principle to such a provision being inserted in this Bill. But 
if it be intended as is apparently the scope of this clause, that even 
before there has been any trial, before there has been any finding by 
anv court as to the character of the publication, the Government should 
have the power and authority to ask the postal and other authorities or 
agencies not to circulate the matter, then in that ease it does seism 
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difficult to justify. ] know there is the case o£ seditious matter, but 
surely the case of seditious matters stands on a different footing. If 
sedition is spread in the country, then other people are affected, but that 
cannot bo said with reference to a matter of a purely defamatory character, 
that is to sa\, mat ter which defamatoiy of certain individuals, be they 
foreign potentates or their Ministers or sons or consorts. Seditious matter, 
d' circulated, nia; create .1 lot of mi-cluet, hut 1 do not think the analogy 
applies to a easf* of this nature. On these grounds I am afraid I am 
not in a position to support this chow and I agree v\ ith m\ Honourable 
lriend Mr Munslii that we ou<;lii to oppose it 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad (Ikun.i .md Chot.t Nagpur t mu (jiibsu: 
Muhammadan). i support the amendment moved b\ Sir ll\*Jvn liovvtll. 
Tin' amendment reduce the ha*m to .1 \erj great extent. '1 here nrv Iwo 
pans in the amendment. On* is eoxus* quentiul M\ amendment having 
b( en ace‘pled h) i lu Hons,- y tlie fiipail of this atnendment 

is essential now. The second part gives a kind of iuitln_r protection. 
The wolds are, “and tends to pi-judice the muiutciiunc* oi Ineiidlv 
relations Utwe*u lhs M i]i ’ (mv • miuciil md the <iu\ * rnmert ol »uch 

S'al'*’‘ li iiie.iih i ha i flu (Miitmts ot the hook or new'•paper should 
not onfy be detaiu.mav, hut the; >hould tend U> pujudicc the fnendh 
rel.itioii' also I'm tlier, wh n .<jj\ bouk nuWApupii (omani^ am article 
which in,iv cie.ite untri. udh i• 1 vt*• *i• r. it, should not he allowed in be 
circulated Tin* < hi • ; run m!\ In chit I id n\ not allowing He- hook to 
be cucukmd iuitlar *1 ilu- .imc-i.iI* <i i laiis\ is p.—M-d n w • i 1 be ijuite 
possible b>r 11-n • roinenl not t<» p o-M-eute the p.-r^ai r ih. ( n>\ eminent 
may tLeaii M.k b* In. u it the ho \ .md u *v • pape* v.liith e-ail. n s such 
article ll this amend* d claiixe I* d leled, then there will ht' no uitcr- 
iiiiMve for i he G. -v • i nmeni but i<> |»r. ,-•« cut e the p. is.»n who hu • written 
tln> book ll tins a n i< aid'd d *•! * l- p..-sed, n will la hitler than 

dek t mg ibis < !a iim* 

Mr. C. C. Biswas iiboeuita \*>n-Muh.uijUjadmi Cibam Wjtii ah 
ic.spret to in\ * stc* mt d In mis Mr Mumbi and the leu ier of the 
Independent P.ulv, »s>r Ahdur Rahim. 1 do not see an; pant in the 
objection's which ha\» hern takv i- t • this rlm-t t-^peeudK m \aw ot the 
amendment which has been tabled by Mr. ]i\el\n I lb. w • • 11 Tin iv is a 
two-fold i bjeet to be seemed One is to strike at the author of the 
defamation The otln r is to strike a: the document which contains the 
defurnalorv matter. The fiist w secure*I h\ clause *J, winch was accepted 
hy tlio House \esterdav, and under which it will he open to tile Governor 
General in Council to authorise the prosecution of a man who nu\ be 
defaming a foreign Ruler or his consort or one of his piiucipal Ministois. 
The other is secured In the, present clause which authorises the confisca¬ 
tion of the defanmtorv article, and f.»r tin’s purpose provides that certain 
sections of the Criminal Procedure Code and of the Indian Post Office 
Act shall apply, as if the matter referred to in those sections included 
matter for which a prosecution might lie under clause 2 of this Hi-]. 
What is tho purpose of the Hill? Tt is to secure the maintenance of 
friendly relations, rather the prevention of the* rupture of friend Iv relations, 
between His Majesty's Government and the Government of a foreign 
Huler. If that bo so, then it will not, do morelv to proceed auainst the 
person who defames. You must also take adequate stens to stop the 
dissemination of the defamatory matter. Rir Abdur "Rahim says that 
lie can understand seizure or forfeiture of a document containing seditious 

o 2 
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‘libel, but not of a mere defamatory article. But, (Sir, when the defama¬ 
tion is of a friendly lluler across the border and its effect may be to 
create unfriendly relations, T submit it stands on the same footing as 
seditious libel. The object of preventing circulation of seditious libel is 
to secure' peace in the country. The object of preventing the circulation 
of libel ot a foreign Killer is no less importanl,— to secure peaceful 
relations between this (iovernment and the other country. So L do not 
think you can differentiate the one from the other, and say libel of a 
foreign Killer is not such a serious mischief as libel directed against the 
Government of the country Yesterday, tin* Assembly agieed to delete 
certain words from clans* 1 2 I will not sa\ whether those who supported 
the deletion were well adGsed in asking foi it In any eas**. whether 
those words an tlieie or not, we can take it that Go\eminent will not 
take action under clause 2. and direct prosecution for defamation, unless 
they are satisfied that there is a real dangei of friendly relations being 
disturbed as a consequence If Governnu lit propose to lain* action 
under the clause now under discussion ir , undci the ('ode ot Criminal 
Procedure oi the Post Office Act, we can take it » ijuallv that tiny will 
do so, only when they are satisfied Unit the result of not takmc action 
would be to create unfriendly relations hctwciu the two States From 
that point of a a w, for the sake oi symmetry Government might well 
ha\e 'eft out the word'- winch <he\ now seek to put m m tills amend¬ 
ment and have accepted clausi 2 in the form m which it stands in the 
Select Committoi’s report But. Sir, tin* fact that they are suggesting 
this amendment shows, if anything that they art vt iy anxious that no 
reasonable grievance could he made whatsoever G<»\**innn*nt, by the 
amendment they niv proposing, art willingh off*ring to subject their 
action to senttim by tlu highest Court in the land It you look at section 
Off (d) of the Criminal Procedure Code, you will find that when an order 
of forfeiture is made under section Off (a), a par<\ who is dissatisfied with 
the order has the right to apply to the High Court, and when such an 
application is made, tlu* whole question is hetor. the High Court because tin* 
High Court will have* to be satisfied that the matter m respect of which the 
order has been made m matter of flu* nature reft rred to m this amendment 
In oilier words, the High Court will consider not nierelv whether the pub¬ 
lication is defamatory' of the foreign Killer, hut also whether it tends to 
prejudice flu* maintenance of friendlv relations between His Majesty's 
Go\ eminent and the Government of such State. What further safeguard 
can you possibly or reasonably expect ? Government might well have 
said tlinl the question of friendlv relations was a matter for tlu* executive 
government hut no: ihe\ themselves suggest that am part\ aggrieved 
niav take the matter to tile nigh Court and there challenge their action, 
not merely as to whether there lias been defamation, hut also wdiother 
it is likely to produce a certain effect such as is mentioned here That 
being so. T do not see how we can take am exception at all to the 
amendment You cannot oppose tin's clause, much less flic clause in 
tlu* form in winch it is proposed to amend it. unless you accept this 
position that von \viff allow all sorts of mailer defamatory of foreign 
Rulers to fl\ about in tlic* countr\ without check, although that might 
invol\e tlu* country in most serious consequences *[ say, again. Govern¬ 
ment have goiu- a great wav in meeting the* wishes of the critics of the 
Bill, and unless we. arc to give the go-by to tlu* Code of Criminal Pro¬ 
cedure and to the Post Office Act, T do not see how on a reasonable and 
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unbiassed view of the matter any one can make any legitimate grievance 
of the attitude of the Government in this matter. 

Mr. S. 0. Sen (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce: Indian Com- 

j merce): Sir, I do not understand the position. Yesterday 

,M ‘ I understood that the principle of the amendment of that 
section was conceded or accepted subject to the deletion of certain words, 
namely, the words regarding the effect of a defamatory article in prejudic¬ 
ing the friendly relations between the Government and a foreign power. 
That was the only objection yesterday, and in fact Mr. Muushi today also 
raised that objection, but when you pointed out, Sir, that that amounts to 
an amendment of the amendment, lie, changed his position and stated that 
his object ion was to the whole section. Lf those words are taken out, pro- 
habh Mr. Munshi will accept the amendment. But what are these words, 
what is I he effect of these words 0 Thev simply mean that the Govern¬ 
ment can confiscate provided such defamatory articles containing the 
defamation also amount to civntinx a prejudice of the frienrlh relations 
between the two powers That k .ill But if you take out these words, 
what will be the effect? The effect will be that for mere defamation Gn\- 
trmnoni can confiscate 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: 1 rise to make ,i personal explanation 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member (Mr. Sen) does not yield. The 
Honourable Member < an make the personal explanation after Mr. Sen 
has finished 

Mr. S. C. Sen: Tlnieloiv, 1 do not understand the position which 
Mr. Munshi has taken up If he k acting for the accused or idr the 
benefit ol the accused, is it to Ins interest, that the only safeguard which 
the accused gets m keeping these words should be taken a wav? The 
matter can be taken to the High t’ourt It these words are taken away, 
what will the High Court ha\c to decide? They will only decide whether 
the article or hook contains a defamatory statement, merely defamatory; 
but if these words are kept m, then the High Court will ha\e to find not 
only whether the words are defamatory, but whether the words luve the 
effect of prejudicing the friendly relations between the Government and 
the foreign power T put it to Sir. Munshi to consider which is the best 
thing for the interests of flu* accused With these words. Sir, 1 support 
the amendment. 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: Sir, 1 list* to make a personal explanation. 
The Honourable Member who has just sat down, has T think, completely 
misunderstood what I said. T said that T objected to the whole of the 
clause because 1 object, to the principle of forfeiture and seizure. There 
is no question of iny accepting any part of the clause after leaving out 
these particular words. I object to the whole of tin clause l^nause I 
object to the principle of forfeiture and object to any additional penalty 
by way of forfeiture and seizure. But if that punishment has to he 
imposed, then the whole of ihe clause must stand including those parti¬ 
cular words. 

Mr. H. N. Anklesaria (Bombay Northern Division: Non-Muhammadan 
Bural): Sir, one would have thought that the principle of prevention bring 
better than punishment was universally accepted and that this House was 
the last place in which that principle would be called into question and 
that the Leader of the Independent Party would be the Inst person to 
question that principle. (Sir Abdur Rahim : "I have never questioned it/*) 
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Sir, the present measure is not merely a matter of amending the Criminal 
Procedure Code. It involves tlie discharge of a very important inter¬ 
national obligation which has become very pressing on this country on 
account of tile recent events that ha\e happened. So far as 1 was able 
to understand ui\ Honourable friend, Mr. Muiishi, in spite ol liis personal 
explanation today, L understood him to say yesterday that he wanted 
merely' the deletion of those* words which r% Ter to the prejudicing of 
friendly lelations. He ho\u w i gets up today and -ay- th.it lie did not 
want only the deletion of those words, hni he wants t he deletion of the 
whole clause. Now the efiect o! flu* deletion ot tin wlmh ciaiise will be 
that the measure will he rend< ri d almost mi.,atoiy and it would be useless 
for the puipose tor wlueh it lias hrtn und»*rf;.hi 11 n iim U tin prevention 
of any proeei dines or ol any <u U <4 mdividii«<h u, thi- {(.mitr\ wlncdi 
would endanger out iiiendh ivl.iti* ns with 11 o• neichbourmg powers Sir, 
it has been objected that contiM-ation withmP trial woald lu a punishment 
unheard ol m any eountry of tin wur'd 1 do admit that tin forfeiture 
proNided fur 1»\ this lb'll woidd hi wituout r*..i! in tic 1 t *•» - r artaiue. but 
as my Vloiinurabh friend, Mr Th-w.i- t 1* .rly juanlid out, then are 
safeguards and vcr\ important -nf< gurr«b against that power of the 
executive la incr in anv way abused in se(ii.»n (to (h) (r'i and (il) of the 
Criminal Procedure (’ode Tn fart any p#rs«>n who nggrieiid at the 
orders of tin* o\eeii.i\e m tic- pr* si nt rf't'n • non could apph for redress 
to the H'gh Court and th(> High ('otn-t , atj grant. h.m a sp.-ci d Bench 
in order *o decuh the whoh question \n\< f m ; a\ 1 i it letter safe¬ 
guards could am mdmdu.it i»o l»l v \n. < t 1 a In,! ' ih. >. >01 that tlit* 
opposition to tin- present auiindmenf has no ground- to st md upon and T 
therefore support the motion 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (Cmud 1'n.unu- s.uiumn lh\.-ions Muham¬ 
madan ltunili: Sir. L rise to nppo-< the <l..u-i ! v .- ralh. » surprised 

at the argumcni advanced by m\ li.end. Mr C < ’ lb-ins 1 ^oppose he 

has never practised before a. Magistrate as hi h - prieti-rd before 

the High Court, but I would ask fhos* peopb wlc* Ii.iVi got experience of 
Magistrate s to consider this fact Hint the Go\i »nur Cun i;d in Council 
has declare! in the ease supposed tint n certain dm min nf is of a. libellous 
character and immediate ly nftoi th< G.,vi rune nt Ii.im taken nation to 

confiscate the whole thine \\ e know v hat the Magistrates are The 

Magistrates considering that the Government of Tndia have ah*< ady taken 
action by confiscation, will find it exceedingly hard, and w ifi n«*ed very 
great courage—and thev cannot* b«* said to po?sc-s eouva v equivalent to 
that posseted hv th.o TTigh Court Judges,—to give a decree in favour of 
the accused. Tliev will assume and take it for granted that the accused 
is guiltv, or the Gca eminent of Tndia would not have taken action and 
confiscated the whole thing. 

The second point which T would like to draw attention to—and I am 
afraid mv friend, Mr. Biswas, did not pav sufficient attention to it—is 
that according to the principles of jurisprudence, every person should be 
considered to be innocent unless his guilt is proved. Now, here without 
giving any opportunity for proof whether the statement is of a libellous 
character or not, action is taken at once and it. is really left for the accused 
to prove before the High Court that the articles which be has written were 
not of a libellous character. Therefore, such action which is provided in 



THE PORBION RELATIONS BILL. 


this particular clause is against the principle of law, and I do not think 
it is justifiable to take any action unless the case is proved by law that 
the article is of a libellous character. 

Mr. O. O. Biswas: That is the principle of section 99 A. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: It is just what I am objecting to, that libel 
should not be confused with sedition. Libel is one thing and sedition is 
another thing. I am sorry that my Honourable friend, who has been 
practising as a lawyer, confuses the two issues between libel and sedition, 
and that is mull y just the principle on which I am opposing this Bill; 
we started with libel and ended with sedition The Government pro¬ 
duced the whole Bill on the ground that thov are only providing for libel¬ 
lous statement, hut in fact they have gone much further. They are 
extending it to sedition and taking action accordingly. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan- What about libels on the Prophet? 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: M\ Honourable friend i?> asking what about 
lihels on the Prophet ,y I am very **nrr\ that he is comparing the foreign 
Biller with the Prophet I have iv- replv. On the ground that this sec¬ 
tion confuses the issue and wide ns its scope, I oppose it. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt (Burdwan Division: Non-Muhammadan Kural): 
Sir, I do not agree with rn\ Honourable friend Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad when 
ho savs that Mr Biswas, having practised in the High Courts and having 
no experience of mofussil courts, has confused himself about sections of 
the law- which are acceptable and those sections which are not accept¬ 
able. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: He doe.', not appreciate tiu mentality of the 
Magistrates who will try these eases; that is rny point. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: When you legislate, it is not our business to 
look to the materials by which the law* we enact here will be administered 
in the country. In fact it that principle were introduced m our legisla¬ 
tion, T think wv would have various types of legislation for various pro¬ 
vinces and Magistrates I do not know whether mv Honourable friend, 
who held the office of a Magistrate, ever needed special legislation for 
himRoIf, and T hope he was not one of the class to which ho refers as 
giving wrong judgment. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: T never tiied any ease T was a briefless Magis¬ 
trate. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: L was told that the Honourable Doctor prac¬ 
tised in the University and not the profession of law. Whatever it may 
be, T think in mv opinion this amendment seems to be a very reasonable 
one in view of the fact that you have accepted the principle of the Bill 
and you want to have legislation like* this. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: We have not accepted the princplc of the Bill. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: Not leaving thrown cut the Bill at the con¬ 
sideration stage, I cannot understand the position of mv Honourable 
friend. If vour position is that you will have some legislation of this 
type in order to Ree that friendly relations betw’een neighbouring States is 
not disturbed, I think it is to our interest that the law on this point 
should be as clear as anything. Sir, as for the acceptance of the prin¬ 
ciples of the Bill, I am alwavs against legislation which restricts human 
liberty and freedom of speech, but considering the higher interest of soeiety v 
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considering the present position of India, confronted as we are oil our 
borders by savage tribes and barbarous races, where a single spark may 
ignite the inflammable material and cause immense mischief to> this 
country, it is to our interest that these neighbours of ours on every side 
of India should not have reason lo think that Government or the people 
governed by the Government are unfriendlv towards them, and if that 
principle is accepted—of course I am not here sating that 1 do accept 
the principle'—1 think the best thing for us is to have an amendment like 
this. 

An Honourable Member: 1 move that ihe quest>on be now put. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That the question lie now put ** 

The* motion was adopted 

Mr. President: The question is. 

“That for clause 3 us re mi mho re it Ihe following l*e mi liM it tiled 

‘The provisions of section'. 99.\ to 99ft ot llie Code M Cninm.tl Pio«.*dur#, ‘89P, 
and of sections 27B to 27D of the Indian PohI Office Act. 1898, shall 
appb in the rase of any l>ook. newspaper nr other document containing 
matter which is defamatory of a Ruler of a State outside hut adjoining 
India or of ihe consort or son or principal Minister of stir'll Ruler and 
tends to prejudice the maintenance of fiiendly relations between Hi§ 
Majesty’s Government and the Government of such State in Iik*» manner 
as they apply in the case of a book, newspaper or document containing 
seditious matter within the meaning of tho^p sections’ ’’ 

The Assembly divided * 
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.Azhar Ali, Mr. Muhammad. 

Ghinoy, Mr. Rahimtoola M. 

Thrahim Ali Khan, I.t -N await 
Muhammad. 

Jadhav. Mr. R V 
Joshi, Mr N. M 
Lilidhar Ch.iudhurv Si»th 
Misia, Mr. B N 
Mitra, Mr. S C 

The motion was adopted. 


Muazzam Sahib Bahadur, Mr. 
Muhammad. 

Munahi, Mr. Jehangir K. 

Murtuza Saheb Bahadur, MaulW 

Rawid. 

Patil, Rao Bahadur B. L. 
Sitaraniar^ju, Mr. B 
Kuhi award v, St Abdu’lnh 
Uppi Saheb Bahadur, Mr. 

Ziauddin Ahmad, Dr 


Sir Abdur Bahim: Sir, 1 beg to move Unit in clause ^ as re-numbered 
and aim nded h\ this IIoiim* tin* following proviso be added: 

‘‘Provided that for the purposes of this section the said provision shall be construed 
as if for the words ‘hood Clovcimnent \vheie\er ihey occur, the words ‘Governor 
General in Council* were substituted" 

The reason why I mow this amendment that tlie pow r er to prosecute 
is vested in tin- (iovcrnoi General in Council, while under sections 99A 
to 99(1 of the Criminal Procedure Code the power to forfeit any seditious 
matter or am matter nt that character vvlrch is circulated is vested in 
the Local (iovi imnent I submit that, having regard to the scope of this 
Bill, the prop* r aiithoiitv to order confiscation of am defamatory matter 
which comes within the mischief of the Act nhould be the Governor 
Genera! in (’ounnl 1 understand that Government have no objection. 

Sir Evelyn Howell: We have no objection. Sir 

The motion wsis adopted 

Mr. President: The question is * 

4 ‘That clause 3 . .c i*• numbered and amended -tain! part *.f the Bill.*' 

The motion was adopted 

Clause R, as lc-nuinhered and amended was added to the Bill 


Mr. President: Tin question is 

‘That- danse 4, ,,s i*- nundn -1 »>d. stand p.nt of th,* Bill *’ 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: Sir. J move: 

“That, in clause 4 as rinumbered for tho words \a member of the family or is »* 
the words ‘the consort or son or principal' be substituted, and for the words ‘member 
or tho words ‘consult, son or principal* be substituted ” 

This is a consequential amendment and there is therefore no need to 
make a formal speech Rir, I move 

The motion was adopted. 

Sir Evelyn Howell: Sir. 1 move : 

'That in clause 4 as renumbered .after the word ‘offence* the words 'upon a com¬ 
plaint* be inserted.’* 

The amendment is pnreh consequential. Clause 2 of the Bill as amended 
no longer specifies or defines any offence, and it is the section under 
which complaints have to he made. T therefore move this amendment. 
•The motion was adopted. 



2892 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. [2ND APRIL 1982. 

I 

Sir Evelyn Howell : Sir, the next amendment that I rise to move is: 

“That in clause 4 as re-numbered, for the word and figure ‘Section 4’, the word and 
figure ‘Section 3* be substituted.” 

This too is a purely consequential amendment and a mere matter of re¬ 
numbering. 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President: The question is tli.u claiM* I as re-numbered and amend¬ 
ed, stand part of the Bill. 

Tht' motion w.i-. adopted. 

Clause 4. as re-numbered and amended. \\:s added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and Preamble were added to the Bill. 

Sir Evelyn Howell: Sir it my own feeling ait ,m\ nule\ to yours 
and thus* ot the House at laige i may assume that yoiu oniy wish 
is that 1 Ha-uid not. iht.uu \mi out moment, innoi i than is necessary. 

I can nnh s.i\ that 1 am exceedingly grateful to ui.im Honourable 
Members on .'ll side- of the Hens* for the .support that they have 
given t<» *t l*i*l winch is inn sturdy distant ml m mhiu iispects to every¬ 
body. 1 tli.mh tlit m botli lor then* \utrs ,uul for 1 lu-tr abstinence, for 
their sd< nee and f* r their -pcechi s Sir 1 mow th.il 11 m Bill as amended, 
be passed. 

Sir Abdur Rahim: M.i President 1 cannot allow tin Bill to go 
through the third r* :tiling without m.ihini i-oitam oh-er\,.t«<»m- The Bill 
seeks 1<» c 1 * liui'lnni 1 . \ tor punish ng lortmn 1 it m lions <,t det.nnatory 
stateim-nM •-.jn^i to*. »lu Wide* 1 * and we ha\» Itn n dt 1 itn i 1 1 ing o\er 
this Bill n- logi-duim - r.voonsiiib joy ,m\ l»'gisl.,< Kin m ibis country. 
One oi tht !lonourah’i MmhIjms of 11 o Nat onub-t 1\«H\ jiet now, in 
support it i” th- ana nde l c'.him' iij.ad *s 1 m Maui nrgnnn nt fb.d India 
i& surrounded bv barbarous nations I should liki ni\ Honourable friend 
the Foreign SWti tan lo not* that and to t. II is wh-ilnr that is not 
defamatory of our neighbours \nd \ ♦ *t it ,s m«nt;dil\ bh* this which 
is enlisted in Mippr.if of tin's Bill 

Our anxiety tla auxnof tin Indcp* nd**ni 1 '.ii I\, ibrneghoiil has 
been to so that ill* 1 «!>• 11 \ of tlie Pres- i" rot mitnn cm tailed. 

We have protested ai-.onst tb* pro\isi\»ns of the Bill a-, tt was originally 
introduced and which wen of a fa»* mow- swi-epirnj character than tho 
present, provisions f{ was due to our protests that, the 1M| was consider¬ 
ably modified and has been reduced to a (ase of defamation, pure and 
simple, with one exception and that a v»*r\ important exception. the clause 
regarding forfeiture. In no ease of defamation w >ttld any defamatory 
•article or .speech be old* red to be forfeit* d, mil* ss the offence has been 
proved and unless if has been found by a conn- of iustice that the publi¬ 
cation in question is in fact defamatory. Then-Tore to that- extent the 
Bill does exceed the limits of defamation I| is a great pity that, in 
a matter of this importance communal questions or communal mentality 
should have come into prominence l pointed oui at the very beginning 
of the debate on this Bill that there was no question of anv one com¬ 
munity being more particularly interested or more particularly concerned 
than any other Indian community; and the least reflection will show 
that that is so in fact. Tt is wholly n measure against the liberty of 
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the Press to comment on foreign affairs, and I for one am strongly of 
opinion that the Press should have the fullest liberty to comment on 
foreign affairs. That is the law of all civilised countries and that is the 
law which we on this side of the House, we at any rate of the Independent 
Party, want <0 see firmly established litre Hut we admit, that if a 

Buier is defamed or Ins principal Minister or his Ambassador, then in 
that case it i* only fair that like an oidmar\ citizen of the country that 
Buier ‘diould haw the means oi seeking rermdv in our courts. To that 
extent we agreed, hut when we lound that* the Mil! as a matter of fact 
exceeded thos* limits, we felt hound to enter our profcsl Our protest 
has been mefh rtixe as we knew all along that it would he That un¬ 
fortunate ly the portion now; l > 11 1 we have considered ii our duty 

nevertheless a, inter our protest against it 1 am pert telly willing to 

acknowledge the willingness shewn by my friend the. Honourable the 
Foreign Secretary to reconsider the provisions of the original Bill and his 
readiness to make any collections winch he considered reasonable. I hav 6 
no complaint to make against- him: but we hold that, so far at least a& 
one important provision oj the l 5 i n i- 11 ine» ,,, »u d, Ik- has nut b» ui properly 
advised and that is the ir ,k -t . I on* ibpiti-.u We know it is not possible 
tor lis t<, do ,.Tl\th Dir in>»n ll, tins milter except liu: lodt'e our proton. 


Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer: bir, except, on the quc&uoti of opposing the 
ejreuii.tioi: oi tins Bui. wlikh wa- niovd by niy (list ingiushi d lriend 
irum A 1 (I>r Ziaiuldm Ahmad] and associating mvsilt though rather 

kite m ll'e d.i\ with one or n o ol>s. o,in<«ih nt ti»* i.eader of the indepen¬ 
dent I'irty 1 ln\i not had nnndi ut a say on this measure, and now 
tiiat tlis He j, 1 1; i \ i d 111 g \tiv t -st liUc tie* M at ul i -hook, it is- Jlist as 
well that I 'lorn tin- - dr uf»tli if iim sound a noli o! w a 1 nmg to the 
tio\enim. nt This is Kill which, whin it Income*, an Act, must 
be adtmmsletid wall gic a emtw.n toi n mvolxis tin lb. r«\ of the Press. 
S.r, \\ i • li..v i ti ad m tin StaWmcnt ut Ohji.u aid lh th.»t the 

Government hax. be. n living t<> adlu re a- ciosciv »- ] ..--lhle to the 
common lan ot Jaigland. luit Fnghiial h •- res]*i iiisiha gov i nmn nt India 
is vet to have r- i -pon-ih!c g<»\» ninn-nf \\ e have ..lways l».*«•»' unwilling 
on tins s,d. of th* ILn.-e to put .■ oru<»i , ia..n , y p -w»is m the Lands of 
the evcuiiw and m tin pm m nt i.i-e I iail tm-* jm* cc i»i h gislation 
rather extraordinary in the sin-, ili.it >i is nop in the ordinary law of 
the land, and i\tn . ru-jiand. s. h-e*‘xt rnnig unmln this particular 

Jaw lias always been administered wuli ciitiun Sir, the Honourable the. 
Foreign Sicivtary is im doubt ivv.m . 1 of -om« oi* the mo-t sensational 
writings against Quei n Victoria’s g»* *nds< u indulged in by the late Mr. 
Stead, the Editor of file A \if omit j»\ rn tr, and the Editors of many other 
Beviews. Mr Stead himself as the Kditor of the f?< ririr of Ucriirv* 
indulged in a series of sensational writings easting tremendous reflections 
on Queen Victoria's grandson IA years before the war broke out. between 
Great Britain and Gennanx No act-on was taken, and todax I am not 
willing to place tiiat literature before the House lest I should take the 
time of this House. There was a good deal of sensation in Germany, 
and T believe the r.r-Kaiser, the then Emperor of Germany. stated that 
such writings would bring about a- war, blit no action was taken against 
any English newspaper, review or magazine. Why 0 Because there is 
responsible government in England. Sir. somebody said that, “A subject 
nation has no politics ”, and we certainly have no foreign politics. That 
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being the case, I would ask the Government, now* that this Rill is going 
to be passed into law, to administer the law with great care and only 
in cases of proved necessity. Sir, we are however anxious, especially 
when times are bad and communal feelings are running high, that India 
must not become the base of operations for any kind of activity against 
any neighbouring nation or Slate vhieh ma\ happen to profess a religion 
entirely different to ours 

Sir, my friend Mr. Amur Nath Dutt appears to have trodden on the 
corns of the Honourajdt the Leader of the Independent Party when he 
used an expression “barbarous nations” lie did not individualise a single 
nation. Between India and tlu* Frontier there is China- a congeries of 
nations—where there Js the barbarism of war. \ nation winch wages war 
is necessarily barbarous, when nations indulge in a war they become 
barbarious. As they are for the time being waging a wai. tin \ become 
barbarous Again, Sir, when the Honourable the Leader ut the Indepen¬ 
dent Party, rather liumorou.dy 1 should think, suggested that that state¬ 
ment came very nearly within the law nl defamation. I cuiild only say 
that my friend Mr Amar Nath Dutt did not conn* even under this Bill 
which threatens to become law. because he did not name the name of 
the Ruler of a neighbouring State, hi did not name -the XmL-i^mlnr of 
that State; lie did not name the consort m the mui of that Ruler (An 
Honourable Memhn “He mimed them all”) My Honourable friend 
Sir Abdur Rahim says he named them all By so naming In went, out 
of the region of defamation because he was generalising and not parti¬ 
cularising. Sir, I do not think 1 should take more tune of this House, 
and so with these observations T resume my seat 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju (Ganj.im cum X lzagjpntain Non-Muhammadan 
Rural): Sir, the Honourable the Leader ot the Nationalist Group with the 
instinct of a journalist- has rightl) understood the character of this matter 
when he said that it is directed against the principles on which a public 
Press ought to stand. 1 am not quite sure whether he lias not been 
deliberately too late in the day, for had he delivered that speech a little 
earlier, peihaps the Bill would have taken a different course .... 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer: Not at all. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju: However that ina t \ be, I would like to point out 
that this Bill is not the Bill which was originally referred 1o the Select 
Committee It- has taken a different form in the Select Committee, and 
when it has finally emerged into this House it has taken a somersault, 
and the Bill now before us is not what even the collective wisdom of the 
Select Committee has been pleased to frame. There is no doubt that 
this Bill is altered beyond recognition, and it- is considered in certain 
quarters of even this House that the Bill has been improved. Whether 
the alterations made in this Bill are for better or for worse it is for the 
country to judge, for T am afraid we have failed to judge them properly 
on the floor of this House. I am reminded again on this debate of the 
words which were uttered a few days ago by the Honourable the Finance 
Member in the course of his Budget speech referring to the Bombay 
merchants about the passion for self-inflicted wounds. I said on that 
occasion that it is a malady which has been prevalent on the Government’ 
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Benches. Today, J! find, Sir, that it is confined not merely to the Govern¬ 
ment Benches, but this mnlucly of sustaining a passion for self-inflicted' 
wounds has become just as common on this side of the House as it. has 
become . n the other side. (.1// Hnnoumblr Member’ “It is an epidemic. ) 
Sir, I 1mm* broil making im position very clear from the very beginning 
so far a*- this Bill is concerned. I have always been saving that this 

Bill is .i Mark Hill and however much you mu\ wash it, you can never 

make, it while Bill, because it i v not as tin* I-oieign Secretary repeatedly 
told u^, (be fimru born English law on the subject It is neither the com¬ 
mon h.v, l*hiei:uid m the Statute law oi Aineiica. it js but a miserable 

half-easiwhich is being imposed on this country On an earlier occasion 
I ga\r .i hue! siimm.m of the mthoiity ol a great writer on the theory and 
practice .»! mt» matinnal l.i\\ on tin* subject, .md it is not rm intention to 
rciter.iti v\haf I s nd then \ ir is ii desirable that I should repeat what 
I said on tbi.it ore.ismn h we an to liave this law let u< Imve it, but 
lot that n it be m (lie name of what »t is not and what it ran never be. 
This is a m« ..sum pi in • * mi \ intruded to strengthen the hands! of the execu¬ 
tor to t't j iiiist ,in\ *i «-« iltii influence complicating the internal situa¬ 
tion and a- "iirli a politic.ii measure directed against the Press of the 
wholi ioimlr. without distinctive It is not directed against any parti- 
eulai i'iii)iimiint \ , it directed against the Press of all communities# in 

this roiifUi\ \nd d i-ur m-mmiii is not prejudiced, if our judgment is not 

clouded we (mu wr\ well *%.-r thi t fins measure is intended to affect 
part bud ,,-i .n .ill thu-c (ommunit i« s who unfortunately think that they 

would not lie affected by tin- measure Such being the measure, I wish 
to rrr oi 1 iii\ euiplndie pmtist 1*’ thru* is to be oulv one vob against this 
tnotn.n ; Ii n \of ( -di dl be mine 

On ,.ii • ui I in on asion 1 g iw some uMaurcs to dispio\e the pro¬ 
position tli.it iu spite ot the repeated assertions of the Foreign Secretary, 
that wluif* \e» might ha\e b< en the luimiioii law oi England years ago, that 
law, bowing to the tone of public opinion, had to remain a dead letter in. 
England '1*1 it loi**ien Secretary atnmpnd to explain away those cases 
with good humour lb -.icr fired leasnu for tood humoin and uncon- 
seioiii-U hi- hi en throughout emphasising my point tliat there is no Press 
control m tins regard If I did not cite several instances on that occasion, 
i(. is because 1 <nd not want to crowd im speech with many details. So 
tar as I’n.d.md w *s com erned. tlauv aie inimmerable instances between 
IHW to HUu m p.ivtieulir when tic- British Press not only exceeded the 
hounds <: intem.mon.il obhg.itions, but even deliberately set at nought 
the Engl.sii law of libel, and tlu*\ were protected by the public opinion 
of the e< unfr\ that the Gowrnnnnt had either to evade the issues or 
state thru th**\ had no control over their Press when indignant protests 
had been lodged l»\ toreigu States When T cited the Herman and other 
instani es, the l umen Seeretar\ sred that the Pre^s winter was an obscure 
one and deplored ti nt the State did not take apv action which would have 
prevenb d the Ore it AYai had tlnw done so. Ht ignored the Secretary of 
State’s stalenant that newspapers are not under control, w'hieh is the 
material point m issue However, if the Foreign Secretary would like, 
T can -ive in\ number of instances, ancient and modern, to prove that 
whafevr might be iTu* eoimnon law* on the subject, it is obsolete, made 
so b\ the force of public opinion, that no Government in England would 
dare to proseeuf« a newspaper in this matter Not only newspapers, but 
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responsible British statesmen constantly spoke bitterly against the States. 

I could quote numbers of instances where immoderate abuse and intem¬ 
perate denunciations of tlie Soviet regime were made. Speaking in Watford, 
the Secretary of Stale for India, Lord Birkenhead, speaking of Moscow 
and the So\iet Government. declared that they were “a band of murderers 
and robbers”, aud this was published in the Morning Pont of the 22nd June 
1925—it is not so old or obscure as the Foreign Secretary said, bub recent 
quotation-* from British Press In Bolton, Air. Churchill called the 
Soviet (to\ eminent, “The dark conspirators «>t the Moscow Kremlin”. 
This was ]»nblished m llu Daily Telegraph of the 22nd June, 1926 The 
Conservative Part\ at Scarborough on tlie 17th October, 1926, calk'd the 
Soviet. Government. “A group of international blood-sucker-” Tliis was 
published In the Morning Pos f m its issue of the 18th OcIoImm 1926. All 
this when Bussia wa- not an unfriendlv power Where is this Press 
control*. 1 TTjv M.tje-lxL Government ’s views on Pre^s control are stated 
as follows: 

•*Hi- »- < <« in t*iiiin«*i!i ,i nun ii (l ,v <m. ; It «t im i »■, prr**» 

should ;i t i lino-* !»♦» mili-i*d .1- 1 1 \i*lu« !• *•! mU*' »■ •: ion.,] n>i i 11 < >,it>.' P.ut if 

thov had the pewrr to lr.torfoM v.huh ii 1- <>f rtmr-o \\«*U 1 in.wn In’ On* ,<or 

—thov would not 4 ..<! < dj«* j u,. n i«> it i.nit tin* }>u I « l, » . and so forth 

Allot 111 I MlMiK nh|ri-ll»n t-> tin l-’l! - lb'- Tin *< Is JIM I'ffel of 

recipiocel inutiiituf •*—un *| t >. >?n tlms, St.lies | ( »> \ lu**»e heiiefii this 
ennetnieni is m.i'h li dot - nui 1. 11 ml < lint • \< n \ > T b . n A-iiiu* power’s 
conception o' U Tlie Piv-«Mi 1 w umbr \>tu*l. <h. PimnLii Penal 

Code runs n- follows 

“WhcKwo ii .my *..i\ ! i m.*; * ■». 1 1 ■ ■ «* i' . ! > » r ilinUt 

inatio ropiO't»ul.e \< .* ! •».« ■. • u .*• I'"i .. o i. oi .< i« "ii. d » < . onootional 

impnsomiioi L»i a piii'ni of i h» * » i> n •» * l . - in «v\.. m.ii . :i •. * ■ i i . ]-i> «<>i,dit|OM tli.U, 

flic Foivl.ti Si.ilo iiiKi'f] 11 ■ 11 •( m .i! “» if.iiii h. -u< h iium-i- i« 

Wilt re is rb.it »’i (ifa*t#c i! m itnieui g''ni L. .i- .n nse » <t under tliis 

Bill m> Yv e ]>rM.lljs t 1 l]wl>» 'h. I »311 » «».'). pi.if»k t • •(’!?. !-• \ foreign 
State freedom from unwelcome attentions of our Pr**-- \\ itb« *nt affording 
equality *<\ treatment *n tins dioiti-ai i»i tied (ouniM 

There is anot)n*r diii’.en’tx In ilie mm *■} Ind'.m e , id.,mrui*. 

States w'ho are theie either as permanent settlers or resident* for trade 
purposes, if aud when injured b\ the* action of Uni. State, tins Ihll would 
prevent flu Pres-. in this countrv from taking up tlieu* cansr ?j<j attack¬ 
ing the conduct, of tliat State. 

Further, the only operative el.ui-e is clause 2 It. <n ui mto the Select 
Committee in one form and came out. in another hin On i|j<. door of 
the House, it tunit'd a clean somersault, and we hn\»* a new clause, the 
result being that judicial control is brought, to the narrowest limits, if at 
all an\, w'orth calling ns such In this connection 1 would like to make 
onlv one observation. A power «s either friendlv ns or unfriend]' If 
unfriendly, there can be no question of endangering the relations If the 
relations are friendK whal possible objection can there he to disclose in 
a court evidence of matters relating to n State which is friendlv 0 Surely, 
it cannot he contended that, friendly relations cannot he brought to light. 

Lastly, another strong objection is that public opinion is powerless to 
influence the Government in this country, and therefore these drastic 
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^powers are likely to stifle all freedom of the Press in these matters. That 
alone is sufficient ground for rejecting the Bill. 

I would only conclude with the remark that the Bill as it has emerged 
now is an entirely different Bill altogether, and would it be proper on 
the part of the Government to push ou with this measure without afford¬ 
ing an opportunity to the country to have its say in the matter? How¬ 
ever, the mood of the Go\ eminent appears to be to precipitate this legisla¬ 
tion with a few alterations regardless of the opinion of the Public. I for 
one would Mronglv enter inv <-mph‘ilie protect against 11a* passing of this 
Bill. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: 1 expris* m\ great regret that, m spite of our 
repeated protest- 1 , thi^ me.c-niv will soon become tin Jaw (.1 the land. 

T thought that tin- Foreign S' rr« lar\ would p>’oh.ild\ take a hint from the 
Leader >1 the House when h* ^aid ih the morning or rather threw bomb¬ 
shell that he wanted to discuss the question of the Sugar Industry Pro¬ 
tection Bill at i he Sim!,* S'-.sir,n 1 thouehl all the time that it was 
probahlv •» slip of tin lonyue and that lie reallv m»*aid the Foreign Relations 
Rill, which !-. m<>v, (..ef mL'hi- ih«n ilie Sugar Iudiist!\ Bill 

We have been d r .n lie .dilution • / tie- Fun.ign Secretary to the 
genuine grievance:- winch \\i* have Sir he ha- not g.veii on the floor of 
this Ilo'i-e - in \ otlur re ism wh\ he inli* niue« d tin- Ihil except the one 
that in urd-T that India ma\ he o.K,j M d ..mom. the civ.hsed countries 
of the world it i-% omH mI th t .{ -hom'd hue t t'.mm<-n law of the 
typ< we 1 ms<- ui Fngl.ind Thai i- tin «»idv .tigiinant which T have heard 
'"mm ilie Fo»eign Seen* »r\ i -un;w n <a hi- motion to introduce this 
^ liill Thin in ui' «'ther m.vi' i- in which ve are less 

cnihstd lh..n lai.-'-rd 1 w add r**tln*r remain h-*- civilised 
rmhei Mian vot' 4 I«*r tin j»n -mt Bill. Mv "i’iCikI altogether forgot that 
conditions m Indi i uv ddiVv.-nt ti\an tins.* m England. Our Magistrates 
arc not of the s.mn ealdav a- the Magi-diafts in England In England 
they are very indepmdt nt and ari above all influence-,. In India there are 
Magistrates who eaunot go even against the wishes of the Superintendent 
of Police, not to -.pi ak of the Govorin lent of India There are -nine who 
Efhow independence of charm ter, hut the fact \> not forgotten at the time 
they have to cross the eHii'Ienev 1: r. The Magistiate-, will find it very 
difficult to go ag iin-d the v i*-hi *» >f <1 k Go\ernment of Tndia. (Sir 
Lancelot Cmlnthi • 4 X<»”) M\ friend fitting on the Government Benches 
in this Chamber <ays “Xo", hut if he gore into the countrv and makes 
inquiries he will agree with me T shall leave this topic hero as it is net- 
relevant T can almo-d sa\. a< im distinguished friend has just said, that 
with this law von cannot make black white and white black I admit that 
a mistake is a mistake, and though we have removed a good deal of the 
poisonous effect of the first draft of this Bill, still the poison is there, 
however much sugar-coated it mnv he In this Bill lihol is confused with 
sedition Tn the case of lihol, T consented so far that if anv person 
publishes any statement which is of a libellous character agnmst the "Rulers 
of adjoining States, iction mnv be taken against him or in other words 
the Rulers of adjoining States mnv he put on the same footing as the 
residents in British India This particular demand T was nuite willing to 
Agree to. hut- the Bill goes much further than what it claims* Had the 
scope been restricted to libel, T would have said very little about it. but 



2898 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[ 2 sd April 1982 


[Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad.] 

the scope of the Bill is very much wider and goes much further than 
the objects which the Government had in mind. We know very little 
about foreign policy and we discuss it very seldom. In future there will 
always be a great danger of coming under the clutches of this particular 
law. When we discuss foreign policy, it is impossible to leave out person¬ 
alities, and when personalities come in, we shall always be in danger of 
being convicted under this law. Sir, L pointed out at the outset, when I 
proposed that the Bill might be circulated, that the criticism against a 
liuler, who may have taken any action or may have done anything which 
may be against the tenets of Islam or against the canons of our religion, 
may be interpreted as sedition instead oi libel and prosecution may follow. 
There we have still to see how tins law will be applied in pruetice. I 
strongly protest against the transfer ol libel into sedition Considering 
the enormous troubles we ate now lacing, is it wise to add one more 
measure like this for public excitementIt may be that this law may 
please one or two ol the adjoining Killers, but is it wise to displease a 
large number of our own subjects in order to please them 0 I would 
have verv much liked that this Bill had uevri hem brought before us. 
but- it is now* becoming law and before 1 '-it down, [ want to raise mv 
voice of protest against this particular measure of rhr Government 

Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur (Smith Madia- Muham¬ 
madan) 1 cannot «ongiutulatc mv Honourable frit nd tin Foreign Kccre- 
t.arv on hi- success with regard to this Bill which is -non to become law 
In this connection Sir I have to -:o a few words There i- a Ft t’-ian 
couplet whirl) runs thus • 

Man tiz bnm>>hunjiz ha halafn ; 

Ke ba man hc'chc lahltia n*hnti haul. 

T feel the absence ut mv Honourable friend Sir James ( rerar very much, 
but there arc other Persian scholars who may be able to follow it. Sir, it 
is* intended more for our own Moslem friends than for the Government and 
it means this. I have no complaint- against foreigners who have introduced 
this Foreign Kelations Bill; but so tar as our own people are concerned, 

I have to lodge a complaint .ilt.hiM tho-e who hive made common cause 
with the Government as regards this Bill, which is surely calculated to 
curtail our libertv to a great extent and particular^ in matters concerning 
our religion. This Bill, when passed into law will play much mischief. 

It was brought to the notice of the Government that, so far as Persia 
and other Moslem dominions are concerned, their Fillers ninv go against 
the tenets of Islam, and according to this Bill we won’t be justified in 
criticising them because they happen to be liuler- We will criticise 
their action fit am co.-t Fwn it c.r hive got a law ol this kind we will 
criticise them when ihe\ go against the law of the Shariat This Gov¬ 
ernment should take note of This Act is more than the Sard a Act. Tt 
is onlv a question of degret There vva- a time when Ryerl Jalaluddin, a 
MoHhul. who became a Biitish subject, was running a paper called 
Habvhuutan. m the Persian language TTe was criticizing the rulers of 
Persia, the later king* of the familv of KTincliar, who were enjoying them¬ 
selves in Paris and London without caring for their subjects Then the 
British Government did not come forward to proceed against Rarvyid 
Jalaluddin of Persia, who was in f’aleuita Again, there was the time 
when king Amannllah declared himself independent and was the friend 
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of the Britishers and some articles were being written against him, even 
then this kind of legislation was not considered necessary. 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan (Nominated Nuu-Oflicial): Ho was 
not on irn udl a \ terms with the British Government. 

Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: it is ior the Government to 
say that and not for Xuwuh Ahmad Nawaz Khan. 

Mr. President: Order, <>rd« r. Please go on. 

Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur; Now, all oi a sudden our Gov¬ 
ernment began to sympathize with the present Ituler, so much so that 
tlie > cie t ni ili iiui wi ; to iiave ie n i laliuti ul tins, iuiul! I lmij assure 
tlie I liiiiM* tliai even a Mii/it M u^aliium heii , not even any other 

Indian eoininumty, js against- tbo present ruler uf Afghanistan; on the other 
hand we .ippieunte him lur having brought the mU war to a close umi ior 
having e-liibhOii d a -ellled k'ligiom m Ai'jiianihtau (ikar, hear), and 
vet we <lo ii*»i dei m it neiv.-^.ir, to ha\e h gustation oi this, kind, which, us 
has bet :i n.lmilhd bv the mu. dueer o. tins Bill, nu Ihaiouiable Inend 
the I’nnv'ti Seereturv, ^ dist.i-Meful Now, I udv my Honourable Jncnd 
and the (r >\ el mnnii a-, to ub.il wa** the noee-^il ■. ior jutrudm nig Midi a 
distasteful measure, especially at a time when the who’e of India is in a 
stale of c*( nfusion and chaos. This goes to prove that the Government 
do no| i .ire fur the npm.mi oi Mi.^.ilnj.ins. Sir W( mt aitirle^ in the 
Press win o* n our Mulic-ibha friends say that the present Government is 
pro Mushm, and 11 11 is the oute me of pro-Musi misrn ! (Laughter.) 

A« I I«.• .dii.idv - let, “-hr, how can l level a serious charge aeauat Sno 
(ioverum m! nken sane of our own brethren have made common cause 
with Hum' (L*oe;ht,r) Here are some trends who want to -turd in 
my vv\i\ when I ^u\ » mnething about this; that goes to prove wlmt kind 
of tempi" umi id the have and what their altitude is 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan: it is all h r (he good of India and 
for tin good of M iKsiliniins 

Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Salieb Bahadur: u-. 1 know tin' mentality of 
\ on nil. When 11 tore was thal adjournment motion ever the desecration 
of a mosque hero, lieu* aie Mussulman gentlemen who went with the 
Government against tie religious sentiments of the Mussulmans, and It 
is these gentlemen who now' come forward to espouse the cause of the 
Government. (Hear, hear ) I am told it was nil done on the authority of 
Mussulman Magistrates and Mussulman poliee Sir, it has ulwn's he^n 
our contention that whoever ho may be, be he a Mussulman, a Christian 
or a Hindu, the moment he becomes n Government servant, an agent of 
the Government, he does not care’ for his religion. Ho is untrue to his 
religion, and untrue to his country. (TTenr. hear.) 

Mr. President: Will the Honourable Member restrict himself to the 
Rill. 

Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: Mr. President, \ou know, 
when ono is interrupted unnecessarily, one cannot but deviate from the 
point. 80, Sir, this distasteful and unwarranted piece of legislation is 
going to bo passed, to our grief, and every Member of the Independent 
Party and many Members of the Nationalist Party have been against thia 

D 
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[Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Sahel) Bahadur.] 
measure,—even Mr. llanga Iyer in his last speech. (An Honourable Mem¬ 
ber: “He is not here now.”) Never mind, he will have the occasion . . . 

Mr. President: 1 would ask Honourable Members not to interrupt the 
speaker. Time is gcttiug on, and these interruptions have the effect oi 
prolonging speeches. 

Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: So, Sir, tins is an uncalled 
for and unwarranted measuie, but the* Government have availed them¬ 
selves of this opportunity when tlie House is very thin—ot course they 
are carrying the day with them, so I cannot congratulate them, but at the 
same time I am glad that at least, some settlement was brought about, 
between tr.c headers of Parties and the Government Members, which how T - 
ever is n poor and sorry consolation to us. With these few words, I 
tesume m\ scat 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: Sir, i support the motion of passing 
this Bill into Jaw. (Hear, hear.] While 1 support the motion, l cannot 
help making a lew observations on certain remarks which have iallen irom 
some gentlemen who have spoken beiore me on this motion. ( Some 
Honourable Members : “Who are they?") Sir, I cannot accept for a 
moment that tins Bill has got anything to do whatsoever with any parti¬ 
cular religion or any particular community whatsoever. (Hear, hi ar.) 
It has been very clearly stated by my Honourable ineud, the Leader of 
the Independent Party, who made quite clear to us ins lccling that this 
Bill as it- stands has nothing to do with the. Mussulmans or Hindus in 
particular. It applies to everybody equally; and therefore this question 
which is dragged in,—that the Mussulmans are averse to this Bill and 
that Mussulmans do not like that this Bill should be proceeded uiih— 
has the effect of unnecessarily dragging the Mussulman question into 
controversy over a measure which lias got nothing to vlo with them parti¬ 
cularly—it has the effect of unnecessarily dragging m the Mussulman 
question when it was least wanted, when it was least opportune that this 
kind of controversy should be brought in or dragged on to the floor of 
the House. Whatever may have been the objections to the Bill *is it 
came before the House 1 m the original shape, certain!.,, Sir, when it 
emerged from the Select Committee, it was devoid of any communal or 
religious objections whatsoever and it came cut in the shape that ne com¬ 
munity or no class of a community can say that it touches them and i ot 
touches the others. It touches Mussulmans, Sikhs, Hindus, Christians, 
Parsis all equally, and w r e took the greatest care in the Select Committee 
to that end ; and I must congratulate here the spirit of give and takj 
which was shown by my Honourable friend, the Foreign Secretary, and 
my Honourable friend, the Secretary of the Legislative Department, in 
this respect. They threw out open arms. Sir, to meet us on ibis question 
and to take away all those objections which had been brought forward in 
the September Session at Simla. When all these objections have Veen 
removed and have been made clear, I think it is very unwise that the 
same question he dragged on even in the third reading, when w r e know 
that it has got nothing whatsoever to do with the Bill. Mv Honourable 
friend Sayyid Murtuza Saheb may have got some grievance against Mine- 
body, whomsoever he may have wanted, or whomsoever he may have 
thought as his nearer and dearer friends from whom he has got this grie¬ 
vance, and not against foreigners, and f want to tell him. through you, 
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Sir, that he has no cause for grievance on the score or in the way he wanted 
to insinuate. 

Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: No insinuation whatsoever, 
hut facts. 

Mr. Muhammad Sfamin Khan: i am giud that tins JLhli cmeiges out of 
this House, ami it is gouu in two respect*, it is essential lor Ibe progress 
and uuiuntviucnL 01 ine country Inal tlieie should be intcmal peace, 
and at tm same tune Jt is essential tlial our ucjgJiboui'b should be Lonieufc- 
ed and tiiciu siiould Ik* no loieign aggression, and W»al our couulrv should 
not he involved in any unliiendly relation* with our nei-jhboiiis. 'I hut 
is the esscnti.il question lor the piogiess oi the country. 'liie main object 
of the Bill is that it is mutely a preventive measuie which stops jacpJo 
from disseminating malicious propaganda which might involve t lie couLtry 
m blood-liLii, money and gie.it hOiiow . tine clause has ju*L now been 
adopted by the House by a huge majority. 1 do not see how any man, 
who iias got the goud ol the country at heart, can object to this. I do 
not see how any man who lias got poetical sagacity can e\cr think of oppo¬ 
sing that measure The second portion, namely, as :ur as 1 bel is con¬ 
cerned, 1 could not understand llic speeches on the* third reading could 
refer to that, namely, that any decree could be passed against the accused 
by any .Magistral! and so on 1 theieiore give uiv lu'i support to the 
motion that the Hill he passed into law. 

(At tins stage some Honourable Members ruse to speak ) 

Mr. President: Do Honourabl * Members sull want to tontmue the 
discussion on the third reading? 

An Honourable Member: I move that tlu* question be now put.. 

Mr. President: I accept the closure. The question is that the ques¬ 
tion be now* put 

The motion was adopted. 

Sir Evelyn Howell: Sir, I am sure that you do not ucsim me to detain 
you fur any length oi time, and i will endeavour to be as brief as I ran. 
f should like to begin by acknowledging the valuable suggestions which 
we nave had from my esteemed friend, Sir Abdur Rahim, from Mr. Rang* 
Iyer and from many other Members from many quarters ot the House. 
Those suggestions have been to a great extent adopted and incorporated 
in the Bill. I think that we on this side of the House may also pat 
ourselves on the back and say that we too have been good joys about 
that. Also, I should like to acknowledge the very admirable spirit which 
has been shown throughout this long debate on all sides of the House. 
The matter under debate might easily have degenerated into a dangerous 
and futile controversy. On the whole, I think the 1 'bate* have been on a 
high plane, and I should like to congratulate the House on the st desman¬ 
like spirit in which it has handled this question. My Honourable friend 
Mr. Rangn Iyer gave the Government a solemn warning that this measure 
which they have now put into their armoury, or are in process of so 
doing, should not be used lightly. I think, on behalf of Government 1 can 
give him a full assurance on that point. Governments are not always 
foolish. 

An Honourable Member: Sometimes. 
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Sir Evelyn Howell: Yes, sometimes, they are foolish. But it is quite 
clear that do prosecution could be launched under this Act without the 
consequences of the act being very lully and very thoroughly weighed 
beforehand. I will not attempt to follow my Honourable friend Mr. Itaju 
thiough liis chromatic scheme ol white, black and red Bills. 1 do not 
know what the colour of this Bill is, but 1 will say, houc\er, that in lime 
it may prove its value hen after, by preventing the presentation to this 
country of the ml bill of War, which is a much more e:*.|>«'nsi\e bill. r l ime 
alone can show whether the Bill is good or bad, tdoqu.ih* or not, but 1 
can say that we all hope that it will not have to be used very olten and J 
am sure I say tlm as a p(i«onal opinion-that I really believe it is quite 
possible for any writer to sit down and criticise nnv fotvien Government 
he likes on any point, and no court can ever possibly touch him under Bis 
Act, if he handles his pen like a gentleman 

Sir, 1 ino\e that the Bill, as unloaded, he pas ed 

Hr. President: The question is that the B>11, as amended b> passed 
Tins \ C’\wjrd 

A YES— 48 . 
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The motion was adopted. 

The Assembly then adjourned til! 
4th April, 1932.* 
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The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at 
Uloven of the Clock, Mr. Pre^idi lit m tlit* Chair. 


MKAMiKI; n\VO llS. 

Sir Charles Watson, K C.I.E , CSX, M.L A (Political Secretary). 


h>l JISTIONS Wi) WsWHTlS 
Holidays for run I / i.rr and ' Ttn:r Festival. 

Ill] Mr. S. C. Mitra p:i !■« Iiiilt’ m llai Hah.idur P uirlit T. N. 
Rhaiviv 0 I ■' \r»* C . nt >)<• that linger tin* Negofithh' I’^tru- 

mi'iiK Vet n '■•mi. n.-f- tun d ivs b.»]ul:i\t are g’ven each for 

Hoh :m.| I)<nnJ> f»‘-t’\:i!s. wli'l.* in others onh one day is riven 0 

(h) Vv (io\ rrniueii 4 :d-o av .re that !1<>1i and D rival i are the most im- 
p.vtMid Hindu fosliuiV 0 

(r) 1} the ivph to ;h<* above i** in aftirin *tivr d-» Govern¬ 

ment- propose t > iwie instruct ions t-i all the lVmine^ that two dn\s 
holiday be given eaeh for lloli and Drirali festivals 4 ? 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig: (,/) and (h). Ye*,. 

(r) The Government of Tndi j do not prop.m* to t do ae] ion ns suggested, 
as holidn\« are declared hv Local Government* 'll th< ir discretion under 
the power vested in them under section 25 of the Negotiable Instruments 
Act, 18S1. 

Payment of Disability Pensions for Military Service. 

1112 *Mr. S. G Jo? (on behalf of Snrd tir Sant SinMi): (ib Has the 
attention of Oovemment been drawn to the Poval Warrant of the 6th 
December 1010. and espcc'nllv to Art Vies 1 and 0 thereof* 1 

(b) Tf so. will Government refer to the answer given on the 12th Feb- 
runrv, 1002. to starred onestion No. 2?4. and to the answers given on the 
0th March, 10*12. to unstarred nuesfinns Nod 141 and 142 and state whe¬ 
ther the same nrinoinle* as are embodied in the above articles have not 
been followed hv the Medical Hoard held on Indian ranks in deciding 
the point of nttributnbilitv of disabilitv to war service 0 Tf not. whv not? 
Is it a fnof that no provision is made in the Army Peculations governing 
the conditions brought about by the Great War? 

( 2903 ) 
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(e) Are Government aware of any ease in which a disability was not 
held to have been attributable to war service or ordinary military service 
but might have been aggravated b\ the same? If so, did Government 
meet the claims of snob persons whose disability was aggravated bv war 
service and was not due to the serious negligence or misconduct of the 
discharged man ? 

(<7) How du Go\omnieiit explain the omission ot any question in the 
Army Form Y-1948 on the point of aggravation? Do Government pro¬ 
pose to take am ste]>s to re-examine the cases whoso disability was aggra¬ 
vated b> the sen ice during the Great War? 

(c) Are Government aware oi anv ease in which a man might not have 
been discharged as Medically until t• »r Jurtlnr scruiv hut Ins disablement 
became appnii 11! .i! 1 « i hi- dUchargi and was evidently attnbutabh to 
war seniee and nut due i.» ms si nous negligt nee a.id miseoiiduet “ If 
so. have Governin' ir .tw.irdid Mich personwith disability p< unions? 

(/) H r do < ru\elumciit aeeount mr tin- umiv-iun ot «m\ provision 
on this point <*i a ficr-di^eli. ir-je disablement in the Amo la LMiiatiom " 

[if) Art* G .wrnment ])rep.iied tu consider the-e ciims now m) 

(//) K n a tact that iln*it iia\i been eases, where men who were not 
discii.itgi d r. mi tin Ainiv .i- modu.«11 \ unfit lor iurtln i serviei but who 
were sufi ring Irom n i ij»:mnit iu appirciitlv dm to win si met . and not dut 
to their m rimis negligence <*i lmM- >ndue;, and w ho wen discharged under 
some oilier ordinal; mditai; heading" li s«< liavi (m\ri nnieiit enter¬ 
tained elamu ot Midi men tor disability pension*' 

(i) W'*l GovumiMiu please explain the absence of provision on this 
matter ol impairment in Ihmion Regulations lor the Armv m Indui? 

(j) I )■» ( loxermiKMil pi i j pose to take am action to have those men 
medically examined and provided for* 

Mr. G. M. Young: pn Ye- 

[b) to (/) The points raised bv the Hmiournhlt Mnnlicrwill be investi¬ 
gated and a replv laid on the table in due course 

Payment of Disability Pensions for Military Service 

11 Id -Mr. S G. Jog (on behalf ->t Sardar Sant Singh): Will Govern* 
ment kmdlv -Rite wlietlier persons discharged as mod eallv unfit for further 
service have been deprived of ihoir claim to disability pens oils on the 
l round of their dis.ib lit x being not attributable to war sen ice ** If so, 
wh\° l< it a fact in those cjkcs the unfitness was due to risks to which 
the discharged pi isuin were not exposed in their normal out-door and -n- 
dnor civil life and tlifit tlieir contracts with Government, as contained 
in paragraph 10.V5 of Army ■Regulations. India, Volume T (19J5 edition), 
provided that they will be given injury pensions for illness contracted on 
field or foreign service? 

Mr. G. M. Young: If the Honourable Member means that persons who 
have incurred disabilities on field or foreign service have been refused 
pensions on the ground that the disability was not due to such service, 
Government are not aware of any such eases. T would suggest, however, 
that the Honourable Member should communicate to me the specific case 
or cases that he has in mind. I should then he glad to give him informa¬ 
tion ns to the position under tbe rules 
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Mr. S. G. Jog: An; Government aware that there is a ieeling of dis¬ 
satisfaction amongst the discharged people as regards the interpretation of 
the words “attributable to war service” 9 

Mr. G. M. Young: [ have received and replied to questions on that point, 
from which it may be inferred that then* is a feeling at any rate of uncer¬ 
tainty on the subject. 

Mr. S G. Jog: Ma\ l know under what elau^e all tlu^c rases are 
decided *> Was there a contract between these people who went to the 
war .rnd the Government :i« TV£r«rd« 7 >roviMon for Lrivinir them ptriMou. etc* V 

Mr. G. M. Young: I ;ii.i i .1 if I I . nuM n>»t .iii-wei (hut rj is-t on offhand. 

I shrmM want notice 

Lieut. Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: Will the Honourubi* Membti inform 
thif House whether a marked difference is made betwmi the treatment 
regarding pensions gi\en ,» result of nnlm.in s,*rvic< and those due to 
active service? 

Mr. G. M Young: Will th» Honourabl*' Member specify a little* more 
clearly what sorts ot pensions lie me.**n«—disahilitv [»♦ nsjon*: fami?\ pen¬ 
sions or ordinarv pensions' 1 

Lieut-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: For instance a man who contracts 
diftetise whilst stationed m P»*dmwiir which, say, is the has. ,.t held opera¬ 
tions, ms opposed to a man who contracts disease whilst on actual active 

service 

Mr. G. M. Young: I am axraid I should hav< to hav. not let of that 
question T have not the regulations by me 

Mr. S. G. Jog: Is it not a fact that Government niak. a distinction 
between three clashes of sendee held senior, foreign service iud ordinary 
military service? 

Mr. G. M. Young: Vs Hir a distinction exists botwe.n these three 
forms of service. 

Mr. S. G. Jog: Is rt. not the convention that if a man act mill\ in war 
service eon tracts a disease, it. can be attributable to war conditions at 
the place where he was serving? 

Mr. G. M. Young: That is a very complicated question to which I 
eouM not possibly reply in answer to a supplementary question. 

Mr. 8. G. Jog: May T know what was the constitution <>f the Medical 
Board which made inquiries into those applications for pensions 0 

Mr. G. M. Young: T do not know what particular applications the 
Honourable Member is referring to. There were hundreds of them. 

Mr. 8. G. Jog: The constitution of the Board that decides these ques¬ 
tions m to what was said to be attributable to war conditions 0 

A 2 
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Mr. G. M. Young: There is a separate Medical Board on every single 

disability pension case. 

Mr. S. G. Jog: Is it not a nice question as to what is the medical and 
legal opinion on these cases—whether in law it can be said to be attribut¬ 
able to these causes? Were the medical people competent enough to 
discuss and decide these questions? 

Mr. G. M. Young: Yes, Sir, a Medical Board consisting of professional 
medical officers is the most competent body to decide the question whether 
a particular disability was or was not attributable to active service. 


Payment of Family Pensions in respect of casualties in tit* 

Great War. 

1114 Mr. S. G. Jog (on behalf of Sardur Sant Riugh). (o) Is it a fact 
that family pensions to a parent, in respect of death casualties of the 
Great War were promised b» Gov« rnment irrespective of the conditions 
a bethel* . parent \v,n or not dependent on the deceased and whether 
he or she w rich oi otherwise ** 

(b) If so, are Government aware that practice has come into voeue 
to investigate. (1) the extent of the parent’s dependency on the deceased, 
(2) liis or lit r ineoirn from all permanent sources, (3) the inability or other¬ 
wise of other living sons to support the parent; and such investigation has 
affected great!v the meajro revurees of the parent m proving },| S or het 
claim to Iannis pension, .aid causing unusual dahiv in the complet jou of the 
investigation ( r g letter No Pen /152, dated the 3rd March, 1932, of 
the OfTieo* <.lomanding 2'(Uh Bajputana IPflcB, Ahmodabad) ? 

(<•) Are (io\( run lent prepared to ie\ine the procedure with regard to 
first claims oj p<*nMon- aod wv that unusual delay is not caused 

cither in tin mw oi tic* chums or in finally disposing of the 

same by the }>» iiGon-s,*?., tlouiug mlboritv* 1 

Mr. G. M. Young: 1 have called for the facts ol the case referred to 
in pari (h\ of the Honourable Membor’s question A reply to the wholo 
question will bo given m due course. 

Paymen. of Family Pensions in respect of Casual iies in the 

Great War. 

1115. "Mr. S. G. Jog (on behalf of Rardnr Rant Ringh): (a) Arc Gov- 
.•mment an. ire ?h it family pens.ons bad been refused to be sanctioned 
simple because the father, the nominated heir, happened to be in receipt 
of a service pension earned bv himself? 

(b) If so, will Government please lay on the table a copy of the defini¬ 
tion that they have given to the terms “family pension'’ and “service 
pension”? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) Yes, Sir, a family pension cannot be drawn in 

addition to any other Government pension. 

(b) There is no definition laid down beyond what is contained in the 
words themselves. A family pension * means a pension granted to a 
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deceased soldier’s family. A service pension means a pension which a 
soldier has earned by service, and draws during his life-time. 

Decline in the Export Trade op Hides and Skins. 

11 If). *Khan Bahadur H. M. Wilayatullah (on behalf of Dr. Ziauddin 
Ahmnd) * (a) lias the attention of Government heen drawn to the figures 
given below about the import of hides into Germany during the last 
five years? 

(b) Is it not a fact that India has not been able to compete with other 
countries and that the export trade of hides and skin is falling rapidly? 
What steps, if anv, do Government propose to take to re-establish the 
vxport of hide at its old level? 


Import op ITtors into Germanv. 
A.—Calf and Cow Hides. 


- 

— 




1927. 

1928. 

1929. 

1830. 

Prom 

Sarr District 


a 


Tons. 

1113 

Tons. 

767 

Tons. 

773 

Tons. 

530 

Belgium-Luxomburg 



a 


1 678 

1966 

1782 

1712 

Denmark . 



• 


4387 

4147 

3370 

3494 

Finland 





2960 

2349 

2037 

2762 

France 





867 r> 

8930 

10630 

9682 

Groat. Britain 





1163 

999 

1042 

1206 

Italy . 





9110 

7918 

5691 

4941 

Lithuania . 





1422 

1397 

886 

866 

Holland . . 





4762 

3697 

2836 

2704 

N orway 





2137 

1684 

1196 

1654 

Austria 





806 

417 

725 

2492 

Poland 





2016 

2781 

1408 

4367 

Danzig 





637 

824 

476 

296 

Sweden 





6160 

3880 

3328 * 

4692 

Switzerland 





3413 

2270 | 

1841 j 

1923 

Czeeho-Slovakia . 





1283 

1639 

2440 

4916 

Abessinia . 





764 

1164 i 

469 

683 

British East Africa 





467 

669 

444 1 

.. 

British South Africa 





3821 

3816 

3208 

2633 

British Wort Africa 





332 

465 

348 , 

,. 

British India 





9897 

10717 

6834 ! 

5373 

Chinn. . . 





3267 

3419 

2520 1 

1431 

Dutch India 





1048 

883 

666 ; 

704 

Argentina . 





62386 

36387 

30483 

37114 

Brazil 

• 




- 14644 

11014 1 

10366 ! 

11660 

Columbia . . 

a 




* 769 

636 ! 

1058 

996 

Cuba . 

a 




969 

1612 ! 

1797 , 

2229 

Guatemala . 


a 



400 

460 ! 

406 j 

429 

Paraguay • 


a 


% 

932 

1092 1 

653 ; 

741 

Peru . • 


• 

• 

a 

661 

640 » 

361 i 

• • 

Uruguay . 


a 

• 

a 

6882 

6614 | 

1 4780 | 

6937 

Venezuela . 


• 

a 


637 

463 

670 

671 

U* S. A. • • 


• 

a 

a 

6024 

4474 

1620 

214S 

Australia . 


a 

a 

a 

3634 

1272 

1348 

73S 

New Zealand • 


• 

$ 

a 

a a 

248 

619 

930 
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B. —Other Hides and Skins, excepted Lamb—and Sheep Skins and Raw Skins 

for Foss. 


— 

1927. | 

1 

1928. 

1929. 

1930. 

From 





| ! 

Tons. ! 

! 

Tons. 

TonB. 

Tons. 

Belgium-Luxemburg 





427 1 

276 

268 

009 

Bulgaria 





27 : 

247 

194 

232 

Denmark . 





749 1 

643 



France 





3389 i 

2190 

3165 

3884 

Groat Britain 





4689 ! 

4028 

3647 

3802 

Italy . 





241 1 

231 

213 

336 

Yougoslaviu 




• 

314 i 

420 

287 

180 

Holland 





1973 1 

1330 

1224 

1839 

Austria 




. 

290 1 

217 

138 

393 

Poland 




_ 

1 234 i 

219 

171 

256 

Danzig 





! 104 ! 

110 

54 

1 8 

Russia (USSR) 




_ 

! 323 1 

108 

98 

I 394 

Spain 





461 i 

527 

296 

568 

Czecho-Slovakia . 





385 ! 

483 

614 

! 733 

Egypt 





17H t 

212 

61 


British South Aft ica 





330 j 

426 

404 

J * 256 

Algeria 





i 366 

212 

j 


British East Africa 





I 

175 

450 

436 

British India 





1 *107 > 

1577 

1117 

1237 

China. 





, 279 ! 

318 

167 

181 

Dutch India 





1 117 

90 

77 

202 

Argentine . 





. 1052 

410 


1835 

U. S. A. . 





798 i 

1 ■ 

241 

182 

I 

213 


Import of Hides into Germany. 

. January — September, 1931. 

From 

British India— J00 kg. 

Calf and cow hides . . . ... 32 630 

Other hides excepted Lamb —and Sheep Skins and Raw 

for Futb ••...•••9 742 

Tile Honourable Sir Cteorge Rainy: (a) Government have not boon else¬ 
where the statistics ihven by the Honourable Member. 

( b ) Grnernnipiit arc* unable to accept without considerable qualification 
the statement that India is unable to compote with other countries in the 
export- of hides and skins to Germauy. So long as the world trade depress 
sion persists they do not consider that any action they might take could 
restore the export of hides to the position which it occupied before the 
period of depression began. 


TIN STARRED QUESTIONS ANJ) ANSWERS. 

Taxes and Duties imposed fer the Government op India and 
Budget Surpluses and Deficits. 

307. Mr. Badri Lai Rastogi: (a) Will Government be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing year by year the amount and rate of 
import and export duties as well as the fresh taxes that were imposed 
by the [Government of India since the life of the Legislative Assembly, 
Le. t since the year 1921 up to date? 
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(&' Will Government kindly state year by year the amounts of deficits 
or surpluses that came out at the time of each year’s Budget up to 
1931-32? 

(c) Is it a. fact that during the last ten or eleven year*, the Govern¬ 
ment of India have imposed new taxes to the extent of Tis. 70 crores on the 
people of India? 

( d ) If the answer to part (c j be the negative, what is the actual 
figure ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: i,i) J would refer the Honourable 

Member to Mu Fimuu’o Member - speech and the Fmancul Secretary's 
Explanatory Memorandum m connection with the Budget l<*r each year 
Mn^e 19*21-22 

(ft) I \\.>ulrl r»dcr tin Honourable Memlx r !■> tli»• table on page 3 of 
the E\plnnat*>r\ Memnrandurn h\ tlie rjnaueril S'-eretarv on the Budget 
fin 1932-33. 

( r) and (•/; The Hononr.ihle Member ju-> apparently be^'d his cal- 
•ulation .>ii tin* ostiniiit^v made at the t ine when changes in taxation were 
proposed f»' v\hat extra revenue i -h -'Ling*'- would \ udd In the actual 
results then estimated receipts v.«»ro m mam. c.ns not realised and it is 
oxtrcnnlv diiheult now t«> determine e x«u*th wh.tt i-, say, m the current 
v< ar. the \itld oi increase in l i\t - made Hi \»*ars ago. The important 
noint is to consider .dual result- The total amount u! tax revenue in 
l < *22-2.1 ua.- t»l-11 cimin wbih* th»* re\isod estimate for the current year 
is 68’98 crores. 


Persons returned to the Legislative Assembly by the Patna 
< r\r Shaiiabad Non-Muhammadan Constituency. 

308. Mr. Badri Lai Rastogi: (,n Will Go\ eminent kindly -tate the 
name-* of the d fferant Members ot tin* Legislative Assembly who were 
elected from the Patna cum Shaiiabad Constituency (Non-Muhammadan) 
along with the names of the parties they belonged to? 

(ft) Will Government kindly state the period for which the different 
Member-* from that constituency served in the Assembly? 

Sir Lancelot Graham: A statement giving the information asked for is 
placed on the table. 


1st A ssembbj. 

Mr. Sachohidananda Sinhn, 25th December 1920 to 

13th Juno 1921.No Party. 

Babu Ambica Prasad Sinhu, 6th August 1921 to 

dissolution . .... . Democratic Party. 


2nd Assembly. 

Mr. Ambica Prasad Sinlia, 17th November 1923 to 

dissolution.Swaraj Party. 

3rd Assembly. 

Mr. Ambica Prasad Sinha, 18th December 1926 to 

4th June 1927 (Death) .... Swaraj Party. 

Mr. Kajivaranjan Prasad Sinha, 2nd July 1927 to 

dissolution.No Party. 



SHORT NOTICE QUESTION AND ANSWER. 

Participation of India in the Imperial Economic Conference at Ottawa. 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer : Sir with reierence to the recent announcement by 
the Secretary of State for India that, the Government of India would take 
part in the imperial Economic Conference at Ottawa next July, will Gov¬ 
ernment be pleased to main :i statement explaining what action they pro¬ 
pose to tube in the matter'' 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy* The O«o\eminent of India have 

agreed to send a delegation to the- Tnip« rail Economic Conference W’hich 
will meet- at Ottawa in July nr\i They lia\< been informed that the prin¬ 
cipal item on the agenda ni tin Coni even ei will In* the discussion of a 
policy of trade agreements between different countries of the Empire and 
they havi 1 been invited m particular to consider tin question whether, 
having regmd to the new t.uiff pobr\ ot JIw Mapst\ s (nAmiiii.-nt in the 
United Kingdom, Gieat Unt.mi and India should eiitei inio a tariff agree¬ 
ment embodying a reciprocal prehminul regim*. s<> designed :w to benefit 
the trade ol both countries Tin Government o» India have accepted this 
invitation and Hi* Excellency the Yic«to\ has with tin* approval of the 

Secretary of State for India, appointed the iii'i.»\\ me ... t » ?» pie 

sent- India at- the Conference: 

Leader—Sir At id Chattcr|ee 

Member.'-—Air I! K. Slianmukh.iin Chetty, 

Sir I'adamji (imwala 
S(dh Hap Abdoi.la Ifaroon 
Sahibzada Ahdus Snmad Khan, and 
Sir George Rainy. 

It the conclusion of a trade agreement is recommended as a result of 
the Conference, any changes m 11 m term \G •. i- j * . , . i v. *11 bo 

duly placed before the Legislature lor it* appro\ai. The Government of 
India have no wish to put an\ such changes into effect unless the Legis¬ 
lature is satisfied that they, are in the interests of India. 

Mr. K C. Neogy: Wind nsfrnr tarns arc 11n Government of India 
giving to this delegation V 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: That, Sir, is a question I am not 
in a position to answer. 1 shall be tbo person to receive instructions and 
not to give them. 

Mr, K. 0, Neogy: But the Honourable Membei is for the time being 
representing the Government of India. He has not yet assumed his new 
office as a member of the delegation? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: The instructions have not yet 
been drafted. 

Mr. X. G. Neogy: Is the Secretary of State going to give the necessary 
instructions or the Government of India will give instructions without any 
reference to the Secretary of State? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: The Government of India will give 
the instructions^ 
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Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Without any reference to the Secretary of State, 
may 1 take it ? k 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Unquestionably the instructions 
will be given by the Government of India. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy: I want to know whether there will be any reference 
to the Secretary ol State before the Government of India give their ins¬ 
truction^ ? 1 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: The Honourable Member, Sir, is, 1 
think, aetjuamted with tin pra-edme followed in eonneotion with the 
Tariff I ><>,•! I l.ej/*!i‘ Tin re k ,dw,i\v cominunicatiou between the Gov- 
» riiin. ir «. In.ii.. and the Si i» ;-ii St de, but tli* final decision rests 

ent lvb w ’ 1 h tie* Goxernii’ent of ludv. I take it that thU i- a parallel 

e.t'-e , 

Mr C. C. Biswas: \Ia\ I a-d: if the constitution ot the delegation has 
been ditirm.n.-d on t\< niHii-rd.aiding tint the lmmlxrt? who compose 
the d<-h/aloii w dl mppoit Impend 1‘reference? f 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: No, Sir; I do not know’ wh-xt the 
’.aw- nr rhe individual l.a-ir her-. are 

Mr. K. C. Neogy: \Y >1 he cnii'diiNion*; ot this Conference, so far as 
the\ aiiei t India, be placed beh-re tins Legislature or the Legislature to be 
created adtr the new refoim^ .ire introduced ,} 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: So far a* tariff change*; are con¬ 
et rued. I l\.\e ->.1(1 so dhtmeth in mv answer. The reason why 1 cannot 
expand it bei me I ilo n«»t I'luwi what o»her queMion*! may come up 
at the (’omerenci 

Mr. K. C. Neogy: Will tin*, dt legation be authorised to commit India 

to n detin ti- r, .aiouiie p<.he\ ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: r do not know what definite econo- 
mie polic\ exacth tin tn< nd refers to. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Tmnirial Prefer* ncc, for example. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: That involves tarff changes. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Tariff chances are. merely consequential; wliat I want 
to know' is whether this delegation will be authorised to comm.t India to 
tho policy itself? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I do not know what use the policy 
would he if >ou cannot make the consequential changes in the tariff. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Supposing these matters are thrown out, even then 
the Government could with its own extraordinary power pass thore 
measures ?, 
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The Honourable Sir George Rainy : What I have said is that the 

Government of India have no wish to put any such changes into effect 
unless the Legislature is satisfied that they are in the interests of India. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: I understand that the customs duty between 
the different countries of the .British Elliptic will form the subject of 
discussion m this Conference; :s this correct or not? i should like to 
know whether the principle of custom** dut\ between the different coun¬ 
tries of tin British Empire w ; ll or will not be considered by this Con¬ 
ference'* 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: 1 do nut know whether the Honour¬ 
able Member w as jn\ vent w In n I gave the answer originally. Perhaps 1 
may read again one sentence irmu the mim\ • r 

“They have been uitoiinid tli.'i<* ih»* prim ipal m a on iho ..gtujda •»!* tin* < onter- 
cnce will be the discussion ot u policy ot it.ide .*h:j cement* Ivuupn diltcicnl count 1 ioj» of 
the Empire and they l».»\c been united m p.iimuiai t*» consider the question whcthei, 
having regard to the new i infi poln \ of Hi- (2o\einiiunt in tin- United 

Kingdom. Great Britain and India should enlei into a tariff agreement embodying a 
reciprocal preferential regime deigned as u> heiu-fit tin* tiade of botli count!ies. M 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad 1 am sum ! u;s » bit late, and so I did not 
hear tlu answer when it w;is 1u*d given 1 want to know whether this 
Conference w ill also consider the question «d tile protection duty as 
distinct from tic tar if dut\, licnu^c Bieio an- certain commodities on 
which we want to have a dut\ ior tin* s ike of protection, irr-speetivo of 
the yield of revenue. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: It is quite clear, Sr, that the 

interest of India must come first and th.it adequate protection to Indian 
mterosK must hi an i *ntul pan of au\ agreenu*n‘ 


STATEMENT LAID ON THE '1 ABLE. 

Medical Ewmixvtjon oi* B\dy ]\v.s.slxoli{s )mj:\t}K!\«i at Cat cun a for 

Paxooox. 

Sir Frank Noyce (Scerdan, Department of Educat : on, Health and 
Lands): Sir, I lav on the table the information promised in reply to ques¬ 
tion No 1010 asked bv Mr Job an crip K. Mnmlii on Die 29th March, 
1932. 


(а) No. Such passengers are not exempt from medical inspection 

(б) Yes. 

(c) and (d) Do not ;irise 


THE INDIAN AIL EOBCE BILL. 

Mr. G. M. Young (Army Secretary): Sir, I move that the Bill to 
provide for the administration and discipline of the Indian Air Force, 
as reported by the Select Committee, be taken into consideration. With 
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one possible exception, Sir, to which I shall allude later, this Bill consists 
of detailed administrative provisions which have been taken, as I explained 
on previous occasions to this House, liom existing Acts, the British Air 
Force Act, winch JUelf is an adaptation oi the British Army Act, and the 
Indian Army Act There, is nothing m these provisions which is new, 
thoro is nothing winch k untried. All ilmt wv Pad to do in framing this 
Bill was to si-l.-ct i'ioiii one or utlnT * 1 t-li<■ two V*.t^ tin* particular provi¬ 
sions which would he im»M u-i lnl to :m lnci. -n Air 1’oiv . .md having done 
so to scruiiniM* those pi-'*\ i*-i.>n*> lo via tin r an\ alteration in them 

was required '1 he Select (’oinniittei h,i\, heen through the whole of the 
Bill, chiu-e by I'l.iU*"’, I might aluio-t oi\, won I by wool, . * i oi 1 should 
like to take tin-, opp'.rl imit\ ol thanking lh--m lor the t ine and the care 
which t!i«*\ In Mowed upon thH 1.i*-k The le-tdl ol their deliberations is 
before the JJ• u^- m the Imhi ol .« \er\ sliort and unanimous Iteport-, 
wdi’eh rec >tmuc nds **i \en m i• i*_■!• i Mii.iil .mjendtw-nN n a liili *>i 130 
ilauses. The h r\ mmut.-ne-*- ol t lit ill.-oikon 1 - rec«anm* nd* j d sufficient 
to show not onk h »w can iull\ th* t'ommittoe hc'ie c in ' d < ut their work, 
out aKo how hMi,. :ilteMti"ii w i*. lequired m .ad. r to aaapt tlte existing 
disciplinary \i-t~ >.n winch we \. i »■. v orkinc to tin purposes of a*-> Indian 
Air Force I tlm.l. tbit th< ilmi^i ir i\ eoundentlv take Ihu Bill in the 
form in wii.eh u in-s i i .. •» an (he S< r<immitti • • nd j-- it into 

law 


I should, howtvii lit* io -a\ "oiin thing .maut the in* ei.ur-** in the 
whole* of tln> Jii'l wlmli i-, in w t la iI"* 1 o v.a^ n^e.it.,1 ,n order to provide 
.. statutory gua* mP «• liii, th icnk uni tile of the 1 new Foice should be 
IncFan TIik p »\i-, n w.» n-a ebsoiut'K nersMix. A similar provision, 
for inst niee • I' •• - p.i. \i-i in tin li"uan A i j 11 ' V t. but in \». <-t the iact 

that, there is no *1 iss rumpo it ion in t Hi - Fuice. it wijs felt that -s-me kind of 
provision w.is i.fjiinid is a guide 1*> tin* enrolling ..thee*’ end that the pro¬ 
visions should he pui m the statute- i’^i-b Tile clause a* nriginaPv drafted 
mcrcU repeat, d i In Malul n definition «»i an Indian. but some Members 
thought that tin- w.adine v,a> not deiimte . muigii, pari lcukudy in view 
ol the 1 f u-t lh.it I hi st.itlltoiy de|i 11 It a ii i o| ,u Illdl.Ul ki<-hides pel sons who 
may he* ol unnrvd llurnpt.m descent Ordinarily <>1 eour.se there would be 
no legal or moral justification for ewuiduic sindi persons from dig bi.ity to the 
India.n Air horce. lad u . Ii..ppcii«. .hat they alone mnnig statutory 7 Indians 
are tdigilde for em’dmeiu in the lloyal Air Face, and it was felt that in 
instituting an entin ly new and d stinethe Indian Air Force, there was som »3 
justification for exciudiug from ehgihihtx pers*who could enrol themselves 
if thev wished in tin* lloy.d Air Force So we: had to draft a clause bear¬ 
ing that, in mind One exception m <\ lc id to another; and eventually we 
evolved a clause which is a little more complicated in form than what we 
originally had before us but which T think is perfectly easy to understand 
and will he logical in its effect. The persons who an* eligible under the 
amended clause are subjects of His Majesty or of a Prince or Chief in 
India, who are either of unniixed Indian descent, or if they are of mixed 
Indian and non-lntban descent, are domiciled in India, or if they 7 are of 
unmixed non-Indian Asiatic descent are domiciled in India and their fathers 
and grandfathers were domiciled in India. This will ensure that only a 
genuine Indian citizen will be eligible for enrolment in th© Force, and I 
think it is as much as one can impose upon the enrolment officer as a 
guide. If we went into further details, it would become impossible for an 
enrolment officer to carry out- his statutory 7 instructions. 
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[Mr. G. M. Young.] 

I think that is all that I have to saj. As I have said before, this is 
a long Bill, but it is not new and it is not untried; and I do not think 
that the House need have am hesitation m accepting it. Sir, 1 move. 
(Applause.) 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim llahimtoola): Motion 
iuoumI • 

“Thnt the Kill to provide ioi the udinmiMi.iturn ami dw ipliuc <»i tin* Indian 
Ail* l?orce, u> reported by the Soldi Coimnnto* Lv taken jnto von^ideratum ” 

Tu 11 life imd.wi ihtie is .ui «mx udiutMit 1 11>111 three Honourable Members 
proposing it. postpone tin consider;!lion o; this Bill to the nest Simlft 
session. Bihuv calling up mi Mr. Mitra U. move his amendment, the 
Chair should like iu inform Honourable Members that it proposes to 
restrict the debate tu the quest.ou ot posipoueuuut <mh. If the House 
desires to postpone tin consideration oj ibis measure. i( would be beet if 
the House di-cussi ^ and \‘*f« - uin»n thi*. mu* is<ue onlv instead of having 
a joint discussion both on the limn mop‘»i. n«i *«n tin* anx ixhncnt It 
the amendment is c.i.ricd. the min* <>i the iIo’j". will be sa\od. and there 
will bo no di-fu-sn-n ,,j. Bn IHJ till it mines up mr consideration in the 
Simla mssi- h. i huwe\i> tlx ibaxM d»M»e to proved with the consi¬ 
deration of tin* Bill, that niotn. n \sill com,, up for consideration after the 
amendment, has hem debated I would therefore ask Honourable Mem¬ 
bers when ibr amendment *s moved, to vest rid tlninsel\e<; to the subject 
matter <»t the ainenrinn-nt onb Mr Mitra 

Mr. S. G. Mitra (Clutt monj. ami L\i|shalu Dms'oim* Non-Muham¬ 
madan Ilurnl) Sn , 1 m<oc that tin* consideration of this Bill be post¬ 
poned tid the ne\i. Simla sess'oii I shall confine m\ speech onh to this 
motion and I h *pe ilmf ] Grdl u.*t *» ch*mc< to ^pcak on fhr* main BiD 
hirer on. 

Mr. President: Certainly, if the amendment v** defeated 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra : I mo\« thw .imendnn*nt from tlx* pumt of view ol 
the bieger const nut dual aspect b^fciiM I thmK the H*nm, has now 
ceased to be rcp»v^e’>r.,iti\(*. and n will not. onh h.* the <lul\ <>f this House 
to see that all linnortaut and contentious ihoiwms an* postponed to the 
next Smile session, but \ou Sir as the custodian of tin* privileges of this 
House, it mu are convinced b\ my argument that 1 li im House hag ceased 
to be* representative, should cverciso vour inherent right of adjourning the 
House ft/fir (In on tliis question. Even looking at the front Benches on 
the Go\ eminent side, the Government arc represented by only one Honour¬ 
able Member On this side, tlx* Lender d fh«* Opposition is absent, the 
Leader of the European Group is absonf and ns T shall later on show, a 
large number of elected Members are absent. This is due not only to 
their negligence, but it was announced by the Government that the House 
would siL tdl the 24th March, and when wo first came, we heard that 
because there was no Finance Bill to be discussed this year, the Assembly 
might cease to sit oven after the 18th March. Now, the session has been 
extended. We are now on the 4th April, and we do not know when the 
House will finally adjourn. There are nine Bills and two Resolutions yet 
to be discussed. We on this side as much as the public at large regret 



THE INDIAN AIR FORCE BILL. 


2915 


that many of the elected Members are often absent If all the elected 
Members of the House or the Members of the Opposition cared to attend, 
they could easily frustrate the Government in bringing forward many of 
their drastic and obnoxious measures because the two chief principal 
Parties, naimls, the Nationalist Party number 40 and the independent 
Party number do. and there are other dieted Members also, and wo could 
get a strength o! more than 7o Members, and Government have not carried 
any measure m tin?* Mouse b\ mun* than ."10 nr o. r » votes this session. So, 
tho discredit is due to the elicit d Members not being pre»i lit in the House. 
Now, I .mi not rignUii,* the .ib^u'Ci ul Abmb.Ms 1 .k. Mr pand an or 
Mr. Taiib Ahhdi Kh«m oj Th.iku) M.tiiemii.i N-itn Shall ]>eo. or 
Mr GopiLi b’aiiioij I,'*.., o» ’Inn Anne, wtm iu\. im ji .-■ii'-. jp tor tin.* 
‘entire session Hut i .sjiaJi lead <>i<i 'in- names of l.’» Memhi ^ w T ho did 
not attunl nioif than "lie u <L ii. this session They ale I>iw.m P.ihudur 
T. Jiaugacb iri.ir. Air A ]!<»<.n. M> Narasjmha Kao. Air Gov. ml a Reddy, 
Mr. .Jama! Muhan in al S. ii* \!i !>uirt.e* . Alt A.* .ii c 1 ; H K Pun. 

Air Sad u j ila-an. \I Km* Knsliua dba. All Uadi-uz-Zaman, Mr. AI. R. 
Pun and Mi Kvaw M\ ut horn ihinua \ll thcM* c**nt l *'imj \w*re more 
or less ab.s* it: i no i-ii t < •-« i <\ Midi i tia*" . !>^« » c* . K-it m\ pM,rit is that 
there wen i.lnu. lu:. win. waiitee t. alt< uu but the\ an absent Ik cause 
tho session ’s i>m u Ih-u-^ i \1* hd> <1 hi wnd an\ ab a < I tlie^e floored Mem 
b< rs f rhe\ n Si lb", ^ nc» *' v la . d* i •: He <)pp'-r on Sir Hugh 
(iocke, KVp Ih.b ali,** JA Miii.ni, u-i..i<r ^ir .T» ht usnr. Afr. 

Ijidchand \ iv.i r- , Mr \bMh AP* 11 » K ]. hu*. (’h;eidhuri M'* Th‘gla, 
Mi liM.dnibu* Sur’b M> \ ! ‘ - J b < iS’i • v ' • i r «n '! i l' 1 -’ Vitb 

Rlmr'. T a\a. Mi Shall Vrs ■/ '!• \bI i 1 »*»•• It-nr l‘.a 1 A 0 ’ > e •» S'it 

Slurb. Air Shafer Ibuwil , Air AHinMu, md several others whovvie present 
till leccntK 1 hn->\\ th:o * \\.>- tb * I'unef b mis soils,, of mv Leader R ; r 
Abdur Kalum tha* !<•»,( !i n. ,-u 1 u >i . ■ .iherws*- la- wmld haw* p*ne away 

a lone lime ego \Yh* n .dl th*s,. n, ntV»,ien ire absru 4 , do }mi really 

think tliat tins 11 oiK" r« d!v ■ o 1 Tt*s»•]’ta1 1 \i» of tie pi oplr o* I'Mia. and 

/•an it t"1 m up er» <»»iiton*i *ok m'' ,, -Pire and decide np»m ; r nov:' 1 Will it 
hofairt-i tbi e,*ent’ » bl I 1 • 1 a 4 hr • ■ I ■* M« ' * - ' : la-»u hi 

th s ijueMinn to tin* untie** of thr Lr* uler o e the TT-aisr. ami when ho could 

not s, r lus n.,\ Si ■!*< , nt it 1 have brought it to tb* notice of this wlio!e 

Assomhh ml fill* \mn p'lrt’eular *dt *nt : on It mnv bo rvruod that Gov- 
emment ar» M t in ■ - then tm* »p . I s's ,n fn! 1 r 1, L mi lo-P to 

tin* names of thr Member*. on the Government side you will find that 25 
per cent of 1 bo names ha\e been "lumped Within 24 hours tbev can 
replace a Member. as fwiou :•< a m m h ppcik to l»o enpn^ed ebowhero or 
is not phvMcallv wel 1 That a-lvantape p denied to tins side of the House. 
T know there a rule in tho enn-th ut ’on when a Member i«; absent for a 
verv lone perod, fo»> Of) da\*». the Oo\onimc.,t have a riuht to declare his 
seat, vacant, but *?o far an T know if w.*s milv applied in mv unfoidunate 

case when enmiruf <»Me«fod nio an-] rut me under restraint under 

Regulation ITT. and after 00 dnvs they declared my sent vacant as a ATem- 
her of the Period Couneil That wnc ib,» ordv ea^o so far T remember 
in w’hieh this rule has been enforced. There are mnnv others who will 

not cru'c to attend the for months and months and vet Government 

wdl not take am* action to secure the ; r presenee. Tf Government are 
allowed to extend the Pme of the Assenddv as fhev like, therp iq a great 
daneer. Tf the TTonournhle the Horne Member takes it into his bend to 
change the Ordinances into T aw, flier could easily carry the day with the 
present thin attendance on the non-official side. 
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Mr. K. C. Neogy ^Ditcea Division: Non-Muhammadan Rural): With 
tins subst'i\icnt Legislature, it can happen t\cu it the Assembly is in full 
strength. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra: llu n tins Mibser\ieiit Legislature defeated (Jovem- 
nicnt. t-nce oi twice m the d:\isiou when the House was more representa- 
ti\e. Lvcn it we look to tile l.uiopeaii (Irouji. I m c [he\ are represented 

oui ten. iiieu b\ three u ,,, n <in pn ceui <►! the I .uropcan (Vrotip are 

also all"* nl ,i\ ties lag end oi 5 lie session 

Mr. K. C. Neogy: Tl.i \ . a..^ \on v tii (i-*\einin-ait That, should 

not he a matter oi complaint with \on 

Mr. £. C. Mitra: The, .u • .j- . « Its t.-,J Vi.-mUm \\ lather mev \ote 
with (lOv.rntnenl not e- not th. pomi \!v eontent on is that the House 

i»< « :at m. »i\' o\\ i {>. th. thwrnee o! ,>o lu.ui} t k'ctcd Members, 

i liopi Sir \oo \,il! ,.l| -a o.» t i t,d\» a !ittl< more lain on this amend- 

nun: L'*.u-i i h*\, l*mm nolo- «: 1 sm I"' motion ,n eonneetion wdth 

ali th* iiein-* i -lii 1 ! iiieu ■ *i h eiii tfi« whole e.i^i «.n tins amendment. 

There •-> .. <* »if»iu-"- »tini lit. 11*. »n.«>tni: aMsiiiL out it the financial 

scp.tr a 1 i M oi lii.rjM 'i’ll* si tlaii iv the Public Snils Validation Bill. 
Then t 1m 1 * i- : • >< lit, .1 1 -t s 1 .rI ih-v.»l*• * 1 .*n m eoMiieetioii witli the Federa¬ 
tion o‘ Shan X ,** v o,d .m*,, 4 in’. . ir e 1 **i.d mm -ns 101 * Select Com¬ 
mute As ric.odv :hi Select ( oi 1 iini 1 ti 1 n-otnuiv there is this much to 

be sai.I tli.it t!'*ie ,< ih.ru. in tin thud it aling to throw out the Bills 

it the' an- i,« 1 snthci. n‘>'\ mip> , <-'..| ie :h. S. leei (’lUiiiintltv and if the 
House Iv not vat< !>■'1 I ".'*-- th« -• m - 00 ,• * t i,oii-< outmt u im. I sun 
the\ should u<*t he iiruiiali! up .u the !.il etut • 1 the session and because 
the 11 o\ 1 si • h iv al. ad\ l.i*n i\tend*il hrM.ud tin « \pectatnuis of Members, 
sever d ha\i I* it and otlui- wll l* ia e\i*n to-da\ Thm thc*re is thf 
Part*in rshiti I’d' which lies House |lasted .old wlncJi has been altorod in 
the f’uunril • >t State and (h.\ 1 1 an., m now eeitaui o{ earning the 

am' ndt»i, m ,n i his l louse 

Mr. 0. C Biswas (Cilcurta \*>n Muhamniad'ui I'rh.m) Tf was 
altered in accordance willi the 1 ec**mmendations oi this House 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: M\ ixnnl is that the Pill lias hem altered by the 
other House and it is coming bade The House passed it. in one shape 
and now it has been altered and ih< fh*us 0 k exported to ri vise ite 
opinion These are the general grounds on which T say that the House 
has ceased to h,* n present alive. Simph because T tn<»\c that- the Bills 
be postponed to the next Sirida session, it should not be inferred that I am 
in favour of the exodus. What I moan is that e\en if a session is hold 
in Simla, these eontent ions measures .shwild not be brought forward 
at the end of the session Then oxen as regards the uuestion of retrench¬ 
ment. the more days wo sit here, the more expensive it is, because of the 
convexance allowance to Members at Delhi, in that respect Delhi is more 
expensive than Simla. 

Mr. K . C. Neogy: That has alrcad\ been paid. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Mv Honourable friend has not followed my point. I 
am referring* to the conveyance allowance paid here unlike at Simla. If 
you extend the session here, each day costs more. 
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Mr. 0. 0. Biswas: As Members have gone away, the expense will be 
less. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Most of the arguments that I have advanced m con¬ 
nection with this motion are applicable to subsequent measures and I 
suggest that all couteiit'ous a-ud debatable 1 Bills and Resolutions should 
be postponed to Mm Simla -.esbion Sii } I move. 

Mr. Arthur Moore (Bengal* huropi.m) Although I »mi.u*»i oupport 
the Hmiour.ible Memhi r. 1 do leel that it I** xeix uniorl iin.ite that such 
ail impoitant Bill shuiilrt emia h* Pile ^uch i* \< r\ thin Hoiim T regret 
it breause this k mt* «>1 the gu’cale-i nuMMdis that Lux* evti been 
introduced into tlm A^« mhlx I tlimk tlujt we are planting to-day a 
grain <»t must ml «*■ rd tinm wh'eh I Impi tbeic will rapidlx spring up a 
great tree m which ^‘lin a ei \ mam Hoik wild wonderful bird'- ot the 
a<r will India \n«l l think Sp. th..t n, ih< po^^ibU \s i*\ dilhcill flays 
that .»r» ‘ still in (•nuii in it i. ud l i lh«ii. x iii w ri.ii'lit .it ’u'l. wi ma} 
find rliat tin t.ict th.it th. Hulls, i- n >w .u.tte„.'i. . me a ])inelv Indian 
Ail borer will piu\t ;i » i »*\ <h-es\.. i,icin' n j, s**i:^t v hieli will entirely 
eommrnd melt i< tins lb u-.e I'lu.•. uo. ] am not piep.md to agree 

on thr fsidri,..' siihn.'t»i .1 by ni\ hi!' mi m! i. !r « "d ]»••.? tlm a 
eonten: ions m< .sin 

Mr. S. C. Mitra: !- nt 

Mr. Arthur Moore: 1 mriv ,ih. et tin mpmi.mcx My ire nj referred 
for exnmpb in tie f.,i t that t ; m p.iM'cnl..r grmip ^ liductd to a very 
small mii'ilus 1 .m, su 1 ’. that Sn Hugh t oelo and tin <t!ur Members 
whr» most ihitortun 1 1 1 \ !ia\« had tn g,i u\» i\ ,.i. i.ni pup..ltd to throw 
the blain. tor that .mi .my un,- bin tiirms. Urs ,m<| the ia-t tiling that 
t hey w n 111 (1 wish is 11 1 .. t then al)s.-nc,> u >i • ] ( ( l H math a n ;i>nn h»r dolax- 
ing such an impmt.ml mrasuir l ircl the sune thing w-th regard to 
the Lender of the \ationalM Baity, Sn Tlaii Singh (iour, who was the 
Chairman of tin Select Committee and who uednuht* dly g ti \e liis blessing 
to the Bill and did not regard it as contentious measure My friend 
Sir Ahdur Rihim's p.irlx .dsn put mi >. xerx dist nguBlad representative 
of their part\. Sir Cowasp Jdiangii Tie h><» unfurtunuteh absent 

I am sure Sir Ahdur Rahim will agree with me that he w T ould be very 
sorry that hfriend's ahseneo should he made a reason for delaying this 
very important. Bill There arc* also m great many practical difficulties 
which would result, of wlncli we shall prohabl\ hear something from the 
Government Benches T shall confine nix self to remarking that the int-en 
t.ion is that th s Air Force should actuallx come into being this summer 
(Hoar. Iiear). that cadets have been trained at Cranwell. and that unless 
the Indian Legislature noxv provides for them, it wall not be possible 
for them to come on the establishment and bo paid Sir. T oppose the 
amendment 

Mr. G*va Prasad Sinph fMir/affarpur cum Chainparan Non-Muham¬ 
madan 1 * Sir. \ rise to onnose this motion: and I am summed that a 
man like rm TTonournble friend should have made this motion. Sir. my 
Honourable friend’s contention >s that this House has censed to be 
representative—a contention xvhich cannot hold water. This House is 
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as much representative as it was when the Swarajists and the Congress 
Members ielt it. If it is not representative, it is incapable of transacting 
any business, and should the rest of us disappear like other inends whose 
names he mentioned? In the list which he read out 1 imd the Honourable 
Member has included the name of Air. Aiunshi as being absent, but 1 
Iind that Mr. Aluushi is already tin re m his seal, lie has also mentioned 
the name of Mauhi Sliaiee ihtoodi. I have seen in\ Honourable friend 
this morning, although at this moment he is not in the House hiow 
tills Hill is a nou-coiiteni unis oik, and the tune we are dt voting l<» adducing 
arguments in support ot p^ipum mciu couui haw bten betu-i utilized 

in examining the pn>\ ivums »•! t!a measure, and sv.ng it through. Sir, 

the Air J’orce 1 > ill and tin* l >p ladc.ist mg J ill I aie two n r\ imporumt 
measures, and M tin same lime tin y uu iiou-i um • m .oils ui i liaracter, 
and 1 do hv.pt liicw ivo mi.eiias will he allowed to pass ihiouuu m this 
session It is not oar tanii lint Pie Lioiw i- thm .w, thy | imi^luneut 
for 1 Iiom \. au •}• •ii)’-« nt j** •'O'lgei i" bv \ ^ih d on who are 

present, Mid wiio :nc tiyn-g \< u*. m n puma huts m tin* best w.iy they 
can. llie oale ol 1 he 1 • mem oi Pm s.. S n »n i- nv d In lorehand, 

but Wall, ugiud i« th L ni.. I'.ii.v n ol llu m -'.ion it m \n\ il liicuit to 
fix a da\. llnii < b\io .My » peno-. upuu the bieaiut ; b* done, and 
Oil the Ah nil., i t hi m-« 1 \ id <i I in ' an m : i» . i * P tin a speeches— 

as my In. no V 1 a i’ i" .mm - u n b < p .i• m hinenls in 

expend •tur«* >.n tiu* i. * * i > me < "im..««- -i e- Ji ol ilm precious 

time ot t!»* 11«• i ■ .e e,,ii >‘v d •!!..» - » < \! • S. <' Mtini- “You 

will be ,i « Ji.e t i .ane! « W * • i • *: \. y ^ '■» n ,*,> .! Member 

happens to d tit* i* .1 .m m\ ih > - v ode ip nd. A: ' M tra. ’.wM. it is 
quit-e nntupil for him to ..H* bot<- ni 1-u l*i.• - >.i ... ..ne t.1 lb. je itmvs 

that is lo be found n> . - .bp el »..r i h ni'/lilt t 1 P t hone a d’derenccs 
of OJMUOli 111 ! la \ > J toie'.ihu I'.i m-a 1 V i !'1 a let elll’e M Hi*- W llicll 
I hold to bo a non-conn np(iu^ ire.-ur* to be p,»wd m Pm, so^ion. 
my Honourable friend is <7..*i,u n. hi He-c*-1:r -1 p Js 1 \p* r, ■■ S'r 1 hope 
some \\dl ho di.v'riniiiiii M.nhor* 'it ng m* 1 h. 1 i m 1 - under tin mw 
constitution flb-ar, h< ar) h.ii l» ciin-n- 1 ft ane olhcj AJ-mix is may 
happou to chfior bom him. >t nut prop, r h«r in\ U • om.d»i< friend to 
cast any refbefinu vm n c 

Mr. S. C. Mitra: On * poml of order, Sir 1 lane mi uul that 
in mv spooidi amwlu»v 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Sir, r heard an intmeotion to that effect. 
(Mr. S. C Mifrn • “Yon hoar many things Hit [ am gl id to stand 
corrected 

Mr. President: Order order. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Y«e\ with regard to tip* contention that this 
Hou^e has ceased to be representative. 1 will meall the foot that when 
the House was fully attended, my friend. Sir TTnri Singh Hour's Ibsolu- 
tion—which all will adrri't was of snob snpr^o import"rre-—was never¬ 
theless defeated by a substantial majority So if this House has ceased 
to be representative, my Honourable friends who bold that view should 
have left this Chamber, and not allowed expenditure of public money to 
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continue, and then turn round and say that this House is not representative. 
My Honourable friend has also said that the Honourable the Leader of 
the House should not allow contentious measures to be brought forward 
at the fag end of the session. If any new contentious measure be brought 
forward, it will be time for us to join hands, and oppose that measure; 
but this Bill was introduced so far back ns the 3rd February, 1982. It 
was referred to the Select Committee on the Gth February, and we arc 
now considering the report of that Commithc on the 4th April. Therefore 
it cannot be said that the (ioverninunt have sprung a surprise with this 
measure. 1 understand that the Indian Air Force is to be constituted 
during the summer; and it is necessary that the personnel should be 
selected, and arrangements made as soon as possible Tin* ordinary 
Simla session will -is usual hr held towards the end of August (A/r. A mar 
With Dull “Oli, v (»u !■>• *i * 1 11 in Know everything*”), and if tln.s Bill has 
to stand over, 1 think much lime will be wasted, and much useful work, 
which ought to be dnn<> with n ganl to the inauguration of the new Force, 
will have been left undom So* ] therefore oppose this motion. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju (Haupun cum Yizugapatarn * Non-Muhammadan 
liur.d) Sn, ! rise to support this mutton tor postponing consideration 
of this Hill The Honourable g« i>t lun.in who his now -pokui has not. 
told us that the heavens will hdi jf the con-ider.ittoil of this Bill i- post¬ 
poned to the Simla -essum When lm Tlonout d)ie friend the Leader 
of th<- Ivaropoan (inaip. sairl th.it this is an important luc.i-ni". I entirely 
agree with him that- n is so [Mr AtUnu IU.h ‘ I agri e that b is an 
import. mi. 1 mejisun ”). hnl tli it .-s • \ irtlv thi reason wliv I should 
consult I* that such an important measure coiis’-tuig of a ln.ndnd and odd 
sections slioul.l not he taken up : t tile t.lg elld ot tllf i<-n. because 
tin* point winch I un.b-r-iand w.i- made bv m\ II. .«• u.r Lie fri. nd Mr 
Mitra is, and with which 1 am in agreement, that a reasonable and 
faie debate on a motion like this could not be secured at the fag end 
of tlie term on account of th<* thinness ot the lions.- That is not the 
fault of tin»s»* Member- who are piestnt. a- mv lb>u<»tii*ahle mend Mr 
<hi\a. Prasad Singh ha- said, u is ritlici mu** misfortune th.o they are 
absent Tt is not- a charge therefore which can be marie ag mum the 
Government that these Memhi rs are ibscut 1 agi.e But mv Honour¬ 
able friend. Mr Mitra. showed the advantages which the Government have 
in having their Meinh rs nlwavs pres. nt .is thev c-oiild till their absent. 
Members’ places at anv time and the disadvantages from which vve on 
this sid<* suffer Not onlv ilns h*gwl dion but a number of other Bills 
are now crowded together at the fag end of the t. rni and mv point ip 
that a fair mid reasonable debate or. ties md other motions cannot be 
secured in these circtmisfanees now when so manv people are absent: 
and so T appeal to \ou Sir as the custodian of the House, that whatever 
may be the causes for the absence of Honourable Members from this 
House nevertheless the House is so thin that if would not be desirable 
that, we should proceed with this legislation ns reasonable debate cannot 
be bad. With these few remarks T support the motion 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Leader of the Housel: Sir T am 
afraid that Government- are quite unable to accept tbe amendment moved 
by my Honourable friend. Mr Mitra 

One of the points he made was that the House wrere given to tpader- 
stand that the session was going to terminate on the 24th March. I 

B 
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presume that he refers to the circular dated the 23rd December, 1981 
which was issued to all Members. All that is said on the point there is 
that the Honourable the President of the Legislative Assembly has been 
pleased to direct provisionally that there shall be meetings of the Legis¬ 
lative Assembly for the disposal of official business on the following days, 
the last of these days being the 24th March. A circular of that kind 
issues every session, and directions are asked for from the President up 
to a certain date, the earliest date by which it is thought possible that 
the business can be got through. But it is never more than provisional; 
it does not amount- to any son of pledge that it will not be necessary to 
sit longer. My experience is that in every session since I have been in this 
House, it- has invariably been necessary to go an sitting longer than the 
latest date for which direction'* were originally issued 

Then. Sir, my Honourable iriend says that Government should not 
bring on contentious legislation at thr fag end of the session. What was 
the course the Government have actually taken this session? At the 
beginning of the session we were told that we ought not to bring on the 
contentious Income-tax Bill m the first week of the session before Mem¬ 
bers had assembled and that it was unfair to the House to do so. Now 
we are lold that at the end <>f the session we should not bring contentious 
measures because Honourable Members ward 1o go away. That being 
so the middle of the session is not large enough to contain all the 
contentious measures If both ends of a candle are burnt away, very 
soon tin re will be v* ry little left, at the middle But is it a fact that 
these measures are contentious? At the beginning of the session, in 
order to meet the wishes of the House, we took the Income-tax Bill later 
than was originally proposed We then proceed'd with all the Bills 
which could really be considered contentious in the ordinary political 
sense, and the House spent a great deal of time on two of them, namely 
the Bill to supplement the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act, and the 
Foreign Relations Bill. What remains now is not, I maintain, conten¬ 
tious in that sense at all. Take the case of this particular Bill we have 
before us The* Report- of the. Select Committee- is dated 8ih March. 1 
presume it must have been in the bands of Honourable Members since the 
IOth March, that is, 2o days ago, with the result that notice has been 
given of three amendments to one clause although then 1 are 129 clauses 
in the Bill. What reason can Government have for thinking that the 
House regards that as contentious? Take the Broadcasting Bill Mint 
is another example I do not believe for a moment- that ii is a conten¬ 

tious Bill. Take the Bills that arise out of the Haj Committie's Report. 
Are they contentious measures? Are tliev contentious in the sense that, 
there is a strong body of opinion in the House which would refuse even 
to send them to a Select Committee T must protest against the view' 
advocated by mv Honourable friend. After all this House, if it wishes 
to discuss as fullv as it did and which it W'as quite entitled to do. one 
of the measures to which T have referred, then it becomes necessary to- 
sit somewhat longer in order t-o dispose of the remainder of the work, anil 
T do not think it is unreasonable on the part of the Government that 
they should ask the House to sit longer when the measures that remain 
to be discussed by the House are not measures which are contentious, or* 
in which it can be fairly said Government have put them down now in 
order to secure « majority which otherwise they could not have got. T 
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do not think there is any one of these Bills now on the programme in 
which it makes the smallest difference as to their being carried or not 
carried at what period of the session they are being taken. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Eahimtoola): Before I 
put the question. I am not sure whether I need take any serious notice 
of the appeal which has been made io the Chair. Honourable Members- 
are aware of what happened when the Swaraj Party walked out and the 
ruling which the Honourable Mr. Patel gave on the first da\, modifying 
it on the following day. I have got the proceedings here, but I do not 
wish to trouble the House with it There is, however, one point to 
which I should like to refer. The Honourable Member has contended 
that a. large number of elected Members have) either been absent through¬ 
out the session or are absent now. In all democratic countries the res¬ 
ponsibility for the discharge of obligations and duties of an elected 
member is the concern of the electorate. It is the duty if the constituency 
to call to account its representative who is remiss in the discharge of h|j> 
duties on the floor of the House. The Honourable Member has asked 
whether the Chair would allow any very controversial measure to be sprung 
upon the House at the last moment. The Chair is bound to protect the 
rights and the privileges of the House (Applause) and if Government ever 
attempted any such thing without adequate reason, the Chair would take 
care that the House is not forced to discuss it. but if Honourable Members 
expect that the Chair would have any sympathy with those Honourable 
Members who take so much trouble and incur considerable expenditure 
in getting elcef-ed to the House and then do not care to attend to their 
duties, it is expecting too much. On the present occasion, the Bill, as 
has been pointed out. haR been before the House for a considerable time. 
The Select Committee ha* reported upon it but it could not be brought 
up for discussion earlier because the Chair took care that the House 
should have an opportumt\ of fair debate on all questions which were 
submitted to it< decision Public business has to be done and elected 
Members arc provided with the opportunity of contributing towards it. 
It is fo* them to decide whether they will avail themselves of it or not. 
The Chair trusts that the effect of this discussion will be that Honourable 
Members will make it a point to be present here to discharge the obliga¬ 
tions which thev have taken upon themselves. 

Mr. S. 0. Mltra: After the remarks that fell from the Chair I beg 
leave to withdraw the amendment 

The motion was, h\ leave of the Assembly, withdrawn. 

Mr. President: The House will now proceed to discuss the motion for 
consideration 

Hony. Captain Rao Bahadur Chaudhrl Lai Ohand (Nominated Non- 
OfFioial) Rir T rise tn support the motion for consideration of this Bill. 
This is one of those Bills which will be welcomed from all parts of the 
House. It is in fact an earnest, of the sincere desire of Government to 
respect our ambitions and aspirations. I am particularly glad that it 
has fallen to the lot of a Punjab Civilian, whose connection with the 
Punjab, the sword-hand of India, can be traced to more than one genera¬ 
tion, to steer this Bill through this House. The Bill has not been altered in 

B 2 
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any particulars by the Select Committee, and I hope 1 shall not be 
guilty of any breach of rules or etiquette to this House when I disclose 
that throughout the discussions in the Select Committee the attitude of 

12 the Honourable Member, JVlr. Young, was that of an Indian. 

noon. jjjjj when passed into Jaw will give us a force which will 

be wholly Indian from top to bottom, and when we realise the import¬ 
ance of an air force in future warfare, it will be found to be the most 
important section of the Arm) of the country. The old days of invasion 
from land are gone; Hie old defences are useless and the future wars 
of the world will be fought in the air. So the. formation of an Indian 
air force, important as it is, is also an index of tin* trust that (lovera- 
ment has in our fighting material I need hardly ruler here to the perfect 
unanimity with which the report ol the Select Committee ha*, been pre¬ 
sented before the House, and I hope the House will deal wiih the Bill 
in the same spirit ol co-operation and trust. Although the Bill is original 
m its nature* yet, as Honourable Members will see, its provisions have 
been burrowed from the Indian Armv Act and the Royal Air Force Act 
So it cannot be said that we are enacting mi thuds which lm\e set to be 
tried Sir, at this stage we need not go into details; that wo can do 
when consideiing tin* Hill clause by clause 1 would only repeat that tin* 
Bill is a most welcome measure, end 1 am Min ibis ?s she view that 
will be taken in all pmt< of the House Sir 1 suppoit tin- motion 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Sir, I rise to accord my whole hearted support 
to this Bill. The Bill inaugurates the on ation of a n« w toree which 
hitherto lias been non-t xistent in India. I mean the Indian Air Force. 
The place of the Indian Air Force has long been t.iUeu up b\ the Koval 
Air Foret*. The Royal Air Force is an Hngli>Ii forc<‘. but a poll ion of the 
Royal Air Force has, I understand. be»*n utilised for senie*- m tins eounfiy 
No Indian has hitherto been admitted to the Royal Air Force midei 
statutory rules. This TTuii-e has been anxious b»r the ere.ition of a 
self-contained Indian unit in substitution for the Royal Air Force, and 
the Bill seeks to prescribe the discipline of the proposed Indian Air Force. 
The Bill is a non-contentions ineuburc. It will be seen llmt th'iv are 130 
clauses in the Bill, and amendments have been tabled onlv on one clause, 
that is. clause 0. T am triad to see that Government. in their Statement 
of Objects and Reasons have laid it down that the personnel of the Indian 
Air Force will bo primarih Indian, and clause 9 of the Bill defines the 
class of persons to whom this Bill is to npph Flange 9 i *i\s that tlie 
person to ho enrolled .... 

Mr. President:, Would it not he better if the Honourable Member re¬ 
served his remarks till amendments arf aetu.dh moved to clause 9? 
That is the one clause to which amendments have b« on proposed 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: I am not going to explain at length the 
purport of clause 9, but I was merely referring to it in order to show* 
that it has been so drafted as to confine enrolment in the Indian Air 
Force to persons mainly Indian or of Indian extraction and domicile. I 
will reserve my remarks on clause 9 till the time when the amendments 
actually come to be moved. It is a matter of great regret that in manv 
important departments of Government, Indians have hitherto been ex¬ 
cluded. Thev have been excluded from manv sections of the Army, from 
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the military Engineering Department, and many other national activities 
in tho country. From the Koyal Air Force, Indians have naturally been 
excluded because that is an English formation. Now this Bill inaugu¬ 
rates an era when wc shall have our Indian personnel and Indian officers 
in tho Air Force, and the Bill merely seeks to prescribe discipline and 
the punishments that ha\e to be given for breaches of discipline, and so 
on. I do not think it is necessary for me to explain the other provisions 
of the Bill, we went carefully into them in tie* Select Committee. With 
these few words i accord my whole-hearted support to this measure. 
(Cheers.) 

Mr. S. C. Mitra: Sir, 1 also generally support tins lidi. It .s u->t mv 
etintention that it is useless or urmeeesRary. What I said wa> that it js :t 
very important measure and I can show that by referring to some of these 
clause^ Claus* Ml dcuK with death sentence'- mid* r nine l eads; clause 

deals with mutiny and also prescribes death sentences on three counts. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav (Bombay Central Division Xon-Muh imnindan 
Jiuralj. Why have no amendments beiii tabled on thenC 

Mr. S. C Mitra: J do not sav that thev an unrt f-onabh , what I say 
is that it is a very important Bill which provides lor mails things and ill 
many eases evi n death sentences have been pn»vidtd .‘or. I do not say 
if. is unnecessary or that it need lie amended but K 1 - an important tiling. 
That is niv main point My Honourable friend S. rdar Sant Snip'll was 
in the Select Committee and he was very anxious to be present and move 

his amendment to clause 9, but because of str* , -i- ot duty he could not 

stay. But lie was most anxious to stay and deni with clause 9 That 
was one of the grounds why I brought in this motio.i for postponement ot 
the consideration of tins measure. Though tliev have j rovided, a.- luy 
friend Mr. (mya Prasad Singh said, that the air service should he confined 
to Indians, they have also provided that anybody who. even though he may 
not be an Indian, can manage to bring hi.v father along with h’in hum 
outside the border and declare that thev intend to >tav here will he enti¬ 
tled to be in this service. I think there is an amendment to this clause, 
and when that- comes up I will argue this point, bu* it does involve a 
great principle In the Civil Procedure ('ode there is definition of 
“Indian domicile*' and 1 should like to know why in this case that is 
departed from and why this facility is given to any man who can bring 

his father with him and ask him to declare that hi* real intention is to 

stay in India. My apprehension is that the practice now obtaining in the 
Army of recruiting less educated and less cultured units, on the martial 
raoeB theory, may be followed here. We fear that instead of the pro¬ 
vinces supplying their quota, or instead of following the other principle of 
allowing minorities to have their proper representation, recruitment may 
as hitherto, he confined to Gurkhas beyond the Indian border or the tribal 
Path an s from across the frontier. My Leader says they are not recruited 
now. But, 1 find that this martial race theory has been followed so far 
as the Bengalis and Madrasis are concerned. Thev were conRidered to 
be martial races when the English came but . . . . . 

ICr. Cl. M. Young: May I interrupt my Honourable friend for a 
moment^ My Honourable friend is talking" about martini races. I have 
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already pointed out in this House that there »s no class composition in 
the Indian Air Force, and that all Indians are eligible for it. As a mutter 
of fact, three Bengalis have already been recruited. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: 1 am \cry grateful to tlu» Honourable the Army Sec¬ 
retary that unlike the Army, in the Air Force there will be no theory of 
martial races practised and that they have discovered it is a wrong principle. 
That satisfied me a great deal. 1 am in general accord with the disci¬ 
plinary 7 measures suggested in this Bill and 1 suppoit it. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav: Sir, [ r.hc to support the proposal brought forward 
by the Honourable the Army Secretary. The formation of .in Indian 
Air Force is \cry necessary ; and we cannot afford to lose any further 
time ; and ibis Air Force cannot be formed unless then' is legislative 
sanction behind it and therefore it b urgently necessary that this measure 
should form part <>! the Statute-book. Modern warfare requires that a 
country which wants to defend itself should have til! its arms properly 
developed. The air arm has come into prominence since the lato war 
and it has been found as a result of warfare on the North West Frontier 
that this a r force is very usetul and is very effective. Therefore it is 
noccssarv that ibis force should he developed ;is early as possible, and 
I congratulate Government for taking this Mep, and also lor taking care 
that- it should be formed mainly ot Indians There may be doubts or 
contentions about the nationality of an individual; but 1 take it, Sir, that 
those who are born on the soil ought to he called Indians and they ought 
to have the first claim This question need not he taken into considera¬ 
tion at this time. 1 am in full accord with this measure and I desire 
that the Air Force should be developed as rapidly as poss ble. The Gov¬ 
ernment and the Army Department may find that they will he in a 
position to reduce other branches of the Army, m that way economising 
money for the purpose ol spending largely’ <*n the development of the Air 
Force T heartily support the measure., 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (Fnited l J ro\ mccs Southern Divisions Muham¬ 
madan Rural): Sir, I rise lo support this motion. Though this particular 
Bill contains 130 clauses printed on 34 pages, if we read them carefully, 
we find that these are not new 7 clauses. They arc already in force in 
other departments of the Army, and we have had no complaint in the 
workmg of these sections. They have been carefully examined by the 
members of the Select Committee and the only serious objection that w r as 
raised was to clause, 9, which we discussed day after day, and not less 
than ten different drafts were laid before the Committee and they were 
discussed at one stage or another and finally we came to some agreement; 
and as is the case with all compromises, it does not please everybody, but 
at the same time it did, not displease anybody; and all the members of 
the Commikt.ee gave their unanimous consent to the draft which is now 
ernhodiod in this particular Bill; and therefore I beg to support this 
motion as this Bill is not of a contentious nature; though it appears to be 
very bulky, there is no new* principle involved in this Bill. 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer (Bohilkund and Kumaon Divisions: Non- 
Muhammadan Rural): Sir, the Honourable gentleman from Aligarh, who 
is a mathematicaJ expert, has borne testimony to the arithmetical accuracy 
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of the numerous sections and sub-sections, 130 in all, of this Bill. After 
that there ought not to be any dispute on this side of tho House over 
tho Bill. I can understand the enthusiasm of tho Army Secretary to do 
someth ng tangible and useful on the eve of his departure from our 
midst, and therefore I congratulate him on having conquered thi« House 
without much difficulty. 

Mr. G. M. Young: Sir. 1 think I need oni\ sa\ that the. very favour¬ 
able reception given to ihL Bill w a sounr of great gratification to the 
Government and to mwli. 

Mr. President: Tin* question is. 

“That tho Pill to provide for tho adnuuiM.ration and diMiplin? of the Indian Air 
force, .is repor'od h\ tho Solo* t Committee. l*o t,u.eii into cor.deration *’ 

The motion was adopted. 

I'liuhis 2 to Bid were .idd-'d to tin* Bill. 

Tile S< la-duli was added to tin* Bill. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bdl. 

Tin* I ii le and Preamble w» r« added to tn» BJ1. 

Mr. G. M. Young: 1 beg ,» move that- the Bill, n.s un-»iided, be 
passed^ 

Ha motion was adopted., 


TUB INDIAN r l ABIDE . W1KELKSS BK< iADCAKTI\< i) AMENDMENT 

BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore (Member u>r Industrie* and Labour): 
Sir, 1 mot e : 

“That tho Kill to provido funds to enable Government to continue wireless broad¬ 
casting iu India, by imleasing tho import duties levi.ibie on wireless reception 
apparatus, be taken into consideration.” 

Sir, Honourable Members of this House are aware oi the somewhat 
melanchol) financial histon of broadcasting in this country. Broadcasting 
was started b\ jirivate enterprise in the vear 1927 and an unbroken 
succession of annual deficit budgets drove tho eompam into liquidation 
in 1930. Thereupon with the concurrence, T believe, of the Leaders of 
all Parties in this House, Government entered tho field, acquired the 
company’s assets for the very reasonable figure of 3 lakhs, and have 
over since continued io administer the enterprise. As J will show 
presently, although Government by their administration have reduced 
the gap between receipts and expenditure, they have not vet been able 
to quite balance the two sides of the account. When therefore the 
Retrenchment Sub-Committee camo to review the entire financial position, 
broadcasting with its deficit budget stood out in tho general atmosphere of 
retrenchment and economy with challenging clearness as an object calling 
for the priming knife. We on our part-, Sir. were not able to claim 
this as essential expenditure and wo therefore accepted provisionally the 
recommendations of tho Sub-l\Mnmittoe und gave notice to the* staff 
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concerned. This action of ours immediately calJed forth a very strong 
expression of public opinion, which was a very surprising testimony 
indeed to the popularity of broadcasting in this country. We received 
representations from many member*, of the public, from the manufacturers 
of wireless accessories in this country, from dealers both large and 
small, who complained that flourishing businesses would be shut, down 
and tliai we would be increasing the distress which the general depression 
has spread throughout the country. I lia\e reason to believe that many 
Members in this Hous r will endorse that view 7 . 1 ha\e in mind parti¬ 
cularly my Honourable friend Mi. (lava Prasad Singh, whose strong 
advocacy of broadcasting m this House we all remember We therefore, 
taking into account all the^e repiescalations, decided to continue broad¬ 
casting while we searched every possible avenue for finding means to 
balance the broadcasting budget and tin* results of that search 1 am 
now about to place before I lit' House*. 1 ought at tins point to correct 
a slight omission which has taken place in the Statement of Obpcts and 
Hensons. One sontonci in that Statement runs as follows 

“They (the* CS ovcrunicut of India) <on-nL*i howoxer. ihai lh«* so \ uv ‘should not 
be a cliarge upon the gvinM.il (axp.ivei, ami lliv; .icoichnglv propuM* that the 
import, duties on wireless rvrvpt ioii appai.Uu> ^lioulil It eiihan* ed as to rii-sinc that 
the customs receipts ?bs>onated with hmadilifting may Miffuo to io\rr the co-r ol th» 
service.” 

There was an omission alter the words “ousturns iru ipts” and tlie sentence 
should have read as follows “so as to ensure that the customs receipts, 
together with other revenue would hi suilieieiit to cover the cost of the 
service”. I think. Sir, it- will be common ground with everybody in this 
House that if broadcasting is to continue, it should not in <\istmg circum¬ 
stances, involve a charge <»n geneial icveinie^ Thei\ are two ways in 
which wt* can avoid doing so. firstly }>\ a reduction of expenditure and 
secondly by an increase* m receipts 1 will take the reduetiou of 
expenditure first 1 may say that we have as :i matter of fact ruthlessly 
applied the pruning shears During the present year, the expenditure 
has been reduced to 2 lakhs and 59 thousand, which is the very lowest on 
record, and for the coming year we have reduced even this to the figure 
of 2 lakhs and 88 thousand. We have now 7 cut down In the hone and 
yet we find a gap of over 60,000 rupees to cover, taking all sources 
of income into account. I would ask the nouse to remember that the 
reduction of expenditure cannot be carried too far without its reflecting 
adversely on receipts. If you decrease the attractiveness of broadcasting 
either by the poor technical quality of your transmission or by the poverty 
of your programmes, and these must inevitably result from too rigid art 
economy in expenditure, then you must be prepared for contraction in 
your clientele. Nevertheless the charge cannot be brought- against- us that 
w r e have boon extravagant, and T think T shall be able to prove this from 
the following figures. Whereas in the three years under private manage¬ 
ment, the expenditure was in round figures Bs. 2,97,000, Hs. 8,85.000 and 
He 3.17,000, we have reduced the expenditure in our time to Bs. 2,59.000 
this year, and we hope to reduce it to Hs. 2,88,000 in the coming year. 
The losses have been reduced from Hs. 1,67,000, Hs. 2.15,000. and 
Bs. 1,85.000 during the years of company management to Hs. 1,44.000, 
and finally we hope to Hs. 08,000. We still have this gap between 
receipts and expenditure. We are therefore now' driven to the only 
other expedient, namely, that of increasing our receipts. Unhappily. Rir r 
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tj^snence in the past lias shown that tho immediate prospect oi our 
being able to increase to any appreciable extent our receipts from license 
fees is very strictly limited. Evasion unfortunately takes place; in spite 
of the fact that we are doing all wo can to tighten up the administration 
of tho law, the users of wireless sets escape through the meshes of our 
net; the*} have done so. and I am afraid they will continue to do so, 
but 1 hope 1 sir loss successfully m the future than in the past, as we 
are taking very special measures which we hope will stop to some extent 
this leakage in our receipts 

The onl} practical hope, ut present, Sir, ot increasing our income so 
ab to enable us to balance the broadcasting budget lies, there!ore, in an 
increase of the taxation of the requisites of listening-in. at the source, 
that is, at the point of eiitn into the country, and this is what we are 
now propping to do We are proposing that the duty on wireless 
leception instruments and .ippir.itub md component parts other than 
valves and l<»ud speakers, etc., which now p«i} an unpoil tint \ of lia per 
cent. aJ valtnctr, mould !>«• incic.ised to .*>0 per cent., which the exist¬ 
ing duty on such things as eh civic w in less gramophones and musical 
instruments Our second proposal is that the duty on wreless valves 
design* d exehisiwh o iecej»tion should b« enhanci d ln»in go pel cent. 
orf Vdlormi to .VI per ill ail ruhnem. This is tin* charge at present 
imposed upon electiic hulhs. ..ml lmall\ we propose that the duty on 
loud speakers and amphtiens nol definite!} <n signed for puhhc speaking 
sets nr electric gi.miojjliom s should nUo In inm ased from -•*> per i*nt. 
to r»U per cent .Judging |rom tin conversations that 1 have had with 
many drains on this maltn. 1 feel confident that they will accept these 
increases in preference to closing down hioadcastmg 1 have spoken 
to a great mail} licenc es, .md they ha\t all agreed to some siuli form 
of self-taxation rather than laee the alternative of the closing down of 
broadcasting I want to make it dear that thes r increases will fall on 
the users of a luxury or at any rate an amenity which is confined to 
a comparatively few. It will not. affect tho users of the large number 
of sets which are manufactured in this eouniry rind which do not require 
valves. T am not able, Sir. to give to the H<»um an exact estimate 
of the } ield of these taxes for many reasons, but I think we may 
confidently hope that the yield of these new import duties will be more 
than sufficient to help balancing tin* broadcasting budget. Now if we do 
that, and if the hogc\ of continued deficits is out of the wav, the future 
of broadcasting should be ensured and this will 1 hope give to the public 
that confidence in its future continuance that is absolutely essential if 
we are largely to increase our circle of clients. 

Broadcasting, Sir, has a groat future I believe in this country: but 
we ^ will need to frame a comprehensive and progressive policy in regard 
to it when we an* in a position to do so financially. At* present financial 
considerations have made us do little more than mark time since we 
took over the venture, and I am afraid that for some years to come at 
least, financial conditions may impede the progress that we. all look forward 
to so confidently. But I am certain, as I have said, that there is a 
great future for broadcasting in this country: and if, by the means 
which X am now proposing, we are able to carry it over these critical 
yeafcs, T feel certain myself that broadcasting is destined not merely to 
us in a rich return but to prove an instrument, of the utmost 
educative value to the country. Sir, T move. (loud Applause.) 
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Mr. Sb. Das (Orissa Division: Non-Muhaimnadau) : Sir, I am glad to 
find that on account* of adversity and financial distress wisdom hag at 
last dawned on the Government. Two or three years ago when the 
Honourable Member's predecessor (Sir Dhupcndra Nath Mitra) brought 
forward a similar Bill, some, of us expressed a doubt about broadcasting. 
Sir, 1 live m the backwoods of Orissa where, the music of those divine 
temples is more sweet to me than broadcasting; \ do not enjoy the good 
fortune to live in Muzaffarpur like my friend, Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh 
(An Honourable Member: “There an* splendid liehis there also”), whom 
my Honourable friend. Sir Joseph Bhoie, complimented on his keen 
interest in broadcasting. To me broadcasting has been ;l puzzle; especially 
so when 1 come to modernised cities like Delhi and find people working 
hard on their wireless sets as others work on cms^-wonl puzzles and 
trying to get into communication with Bombay and Calcutta «mj never 
getting any message, 1 feel, thank God, 1 live in a part of the country 
which is not attracted by the spirit of broadcasting. Sir, I entirely agree 
with my Honourable friend. Sir Joseph Hhore. fh.it broadcasting is a 
luxury; and. if the Department is to euiitima, all iK »*xpeiises should 
come from the luxurious class. ;md not only should tin licensing fees 
be increised. but l entireU support, this increase «*t the dut.\ on broad¬ 
casting implements up to ‘>u pei cent Sir, tin Honourable the Finance 
Member I am glad to m e w jmw here Tlu otli* r da\ w» wen* talking 
of the evasion of taxation, and my Honourable iriend, the Finance Member, 
hoard just now from hi* eulleagiu that the luxurious clashes in India 
evade tlieir taxes and do not* pay e\en t}i»- licensing fees on their wireless 
sets. Sir, my Honourable friend, when lie thinks nj .icciisiug the poorer 
classes of evasion of tiix.ition. should theiefoiv renjember that it is the 
rich classes who evade more taxes. Sir. I do not mind broadcasting to 
continue, but 1 do hope that, whatever the expenses, jf the .*»U per ik*nt, 
duty is not sufficient, my Honourable friend will see that the 
licensing foes should bo doubled for those who want to have the special 
privilege in their evenings to eiijov what is happening in other places and 
other climes. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra (Chittagong and ltajshahi Division** Non-Muliam- 
uiadan .Rural): Sir, 1 congratulate the Honourable Sir Joseph Bhoro on 
Lringing forward this Bill We were very reluctant in the Retrenchment 
Committee to recommend the abolition of this service, and we are very 
glad that the Honourable Member has found ways whereby the poor in this 
country will not be taxed and at the same time this broadcasting service 
will be retained. Sir, I do not agree with my Honourable friend, Mr. B. 
Das, that broadcasting is a mere luxury, or that the ordinary man's enjoy¬ 
ment should consist merclv in securing food and clothing. There are other 
small comforts, and broudeasting has helped us a great deal in having an 
educative effect in many ways. We can now put ourselves in contact with 
the civilized world, and with different parts of India itself and thus reap 
much educative value, and it is not a mere waste and luxury. It is part 
of the conventional necessities of civilized life. Sir, I support the motion. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh (Mu/nffarpur cum Champaran: Non-Muham- 

l madan): Sir, the Indian Air Force Bill was a very important, but 

P,M * a non-contcntious measure, and this House enthusiastically passed 
it. This Broadcasting Bill is also a non-contentious measure, and I hope the 
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House will pass this Bill also with acclamation. I remember, Sir, I went to 
Calcutta last year, and I visited the broadcasting station, and the Radio 
Association. I also remember that a memorial which was signed by 
hundreds of influential persons was presented to my Honourable friend 
Sir Joseph Bhore protesting against the proposed closing down of broad¬ 
casting, and suggesting wavs and means tor making it self-supporting. 
1 visited two years ago the broadcasting station in Bombay, and since 
them I have* begun to take some little interest in broadcasting. There 
are. two or three points on which T should ju^t l!ko to say a few words. 

1 find that piracy associated with broadcasting is somewhat extensively 
practised, and stop* may be taken to exterminate thU evil. -»<> that people 
who do not hold licenses may not unfairly take advantage from broad¬ 
casting The '•ecoud point i- that ihe present license fee of 11s 10, if 

inadequate, may have to hi* increased a little bit. 

Mr. B. Das: Double it. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh; \<>r so much. The third point is overhead 
charges in the establishment arc much more than they should be. I think 
tlie overhead charges also might be reduced The history of broadcasting 
has been given in very eloquent terms by my Honourable friend 8ir 
Joseph Bhore. Tim Marconi Company was started in 1925. but for want 
of support from tie* public, and f• r want of financial assistance it had 
to be closed down. Tin n the Indian Broadcasting Company, Limited, 
was floated in Bombay in 1027, but for want, of financial support it was 
Languishing, until (i<>\eminent, to k it up, with the consent of the Members 
of this House. T understand that the total number of licenses has reached 
the figure, S,.‘19() and more If the license fee be increased a little bit, 
ihe receipts from this source together with the import duties which are 
sought 1 1 » be imposed upon the importation of wireless reception apparatus 
might be .sufficient, to put broadcasting on a self-supporting basis, without 
it being a burden upon the general revenues. Broadcasting ha< got a high 
-educative value. It may be utilised m schools and colleges, and as a 
means of communication for lectures and other purposes just as we have 
got lantern lecture shows Broadcasting may be UM*d for awakening the 
masses, and for putting some light and education into them. 1 quite agree 
that broadcasting should not he made a general charge on the public 
revenues, and the Bill we are discussing is a measure which proposes to 
keep alive broadcasting in India as a state institution without at the same 
time making it a burden on tin? general revenues. With these few words, 
I strongly support the motion of my Honourable friend Sir Joseph Bhore. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt (Burdwan Division: Non-Muhammadan Rural): 
Sir, I rise to pin in the chorus of appreciation showered on my Honour¬ 
able friend Sir Joseph Bhore, although I do not agree with my Honourable 
friend who has just- sat down that the fee of Its. 10 should be raised to 
Bs. 20. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh; ] did nut suggest that-. 

Mr. B. Das: I suggested it. 

Mr. Amar Hath Dutt: At anv rate his colleague from Bihar and Orissa 
said that it should be doubled, t do not agree with that suggestion. 1 am 
glad that some steps are being taken so that broadcasting may not die. 
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In fact at one time in the Standing Finance Committee, my Honourable 
friend over there who has just sat down seriously considered whether or 
not to discontinue this broadcasting in order to give some relief to the 
general revenues. After ail, this is a matter of very small amount and 
even if this raising of import duty was not given effect to, the Government 
would have been perfectly justified in making u little more grant that was 
necessary for broadcasting As ins Honourable friend said, broadcasting 
has great educative value, and 1 should like to see it more and more 
popularised by installing broadcasting apparatus in every village • • . . 

An Honourable Member: And in the Assouibly also. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: 1 don t mind. It should be installed in every 
village so that tin* small amenhy ol civilised life may be available to the 
poorest of the poor living in mud hovels ot \diages. In these days, there 
is hardly any enjoyment in vllagc*. The present economic distress has 
stopped iathniK and kathakafu* which combined education with pleasure 
in village life. I know how p<>*»r people work in the hot sun from morning 
till evemmr, and then go back and squat on the floors of their houses for 
the rest of the night without any enjoyment whatsoever. If only they 
had some little amusement like this. I think their life would be enlivened 
and cheered. In fact ] would ask the Government to give a little more 
grant to save this broadcasting. With thc^e words, I support the motion. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: Sir, I have nothing to b ay beyond 
expressing my gratitude to Honourable Members in this House for the 
reception wlucli they liu\t accorded to this very small measure. I may 
say that, so far a s I myself am concerned, my own anticipations with 
regard to the future development of broadcasting coincide to some extent 
with the ideas expressed by my Honourable friend Mr. Amar Nath Dutt. 
As regards the three points raised by my Honourable friend Mr. Gayfr 
Prasad Singh, 1 may assure him that they have been constantly under 
the consideration of the Government of India. There are very obvious 
objections to an increase in the license fees, but I will not trouble the 
House with my arguments in this case. I will confine myself to an 
assurance that all these points which have been made to-day will receive 
fhe most- careful attention of the Government of India. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That the Bdl t<i provide funds to enable Government, to continue wire'e»» broad¬ 
casting in India, by increasing the import duties leviable on wireles* reception 
apparatus, be taken into consideration.“ 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President: Clause 2. 

Mr. S. 0. Jog (Borer Representative): I take this opportunity uf 
joining in the chorus of congratulations to the Honourable Sir Joseph 
Bhore for having introduced this measure 1 . As a matter of fact this broad¬ 
casting was practically in the throes of death and but for this timely help 
rendt*red up to this time, this luxury would have been killed. 
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Mr. President: Will the Honourable Member move his amendment 
iirst. 

Mr. S. G. Jog: J move ibis very small amendment: 

“That m clause 2 (b) in the proposed item No. 43 of Schedule II to the Indian 
Tariff Act, 1894, the words ‘including all electric v,lives, amplifiers and loud speakers' 
be omitted ” 

! see no purpose in pulling t ho so words hue, especially when you say, 
“wireless reception instruments and apparatus and component parts thereof 
not specifically designed, auil so mi”. 1 sec n.^ propriety in putting these 
words, “including all electric valves, amplifiers and loud-speakers*’. Unless 
the Government, explain t<> me the propriety <>t ]>utting in these words, 

J for one, would like to press luy anieiidmcnt. if these words are deleted* 

1 do o«>t think it will afleet the purpose of ;li t * Government in any way at 
all One of tlic duties of the Legislature is to make the language as 
accurate* as possible, and any superiluiU is to be avoided. If I tell you 
that 1 give sou all ih»- he).ijiguigs ot nunc in this House, jt is not necessary 
U make any particular mciit.on uf some articles in the House like silver¬ 
ware, furniture, etc 

An Honourable Member: There is no harm in doing so. 

Mr. S G. Jog: That k ihe exact thuig Wo are legislators and not 
laymen On; language lias to he accurate and we have to avoid unneces¬ 
sary point- and siijm rfluaie- With these few w ji\L I suggest, that Govern¬ 
ment da add h:.\«> n > «MVicuh\ in accepting my amendment which does nof, 
affect Gnwnnin nt «»r tin* revenue*. :n the least. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: Sir. this amendment may, a s my 
Honomai)! ■ friend s lt \s. |> t . a \ 4 *r\ small amoudment, hut 1 am afraid it 
may h.?\t sniic considerable effect. W e arc advised tli.it the words to 
which fu objects, (hough tluy may he merely explanatory, are really 
ncccs-i \ in reiia \e p«issiide difficulties n interpretation. and I am afraid 
tin re fore that \\r i uiuint possibly accept it It objection is taken on the 
ground that oiht> than wireless apparatus will be roptd in I ought to 
explain that, then- really is no difficult\ m iho matter, because our experts 
advise us that the parts of a talkie apparatus lor instance, are normally 
specially designed f.n* tli.it purpose and that, they could not be classified 
as wireless apparatus under the terms ol the Hili. In actual fact there 
should be n<» difficulty in the case « f amplifiers and loud-speakers, but 
there mu' be difficulty m the case of valves intended for talkie 

apparatus, some of which are. equally suitable for broadcast receiving 
apparatus and gramophones. It- may be that under the terms of this 
clause as it stands we may include a somewhat wider list than is intended, 
but T would urge that- these are all luxuries and it will certainly give me 
no sleepless nights t<> see other luxuries roped in and made to pay a 50 
per cent dut\. Sir, T must oppose the amendment 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That in cIaumo 2 [b) in the proponed Uom No 43 r»f SohoduU- II to the Indian 
Tariff Act, 1894, the words ‘including all electric valve*. amplifier- and loud speaker*’ 
be omitted/* 

The motion was negatived. 



2932 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. [4TH APRIL 1982. 

Mr. S a. Jog: 8ir t I bog to move tho next amendment standing in 

n\\ name and which runs as follows: 

“That in clause 2 (b) in the proposed item No. 43 of Schedule 11 to the Indian 
Tauff -Act 131)4, th« words ‘and imported along with* be omittod.” 

Tlin object, of this measure seems to me that when the apparatus or the 
other parts arc designed for purposes other than wireless reception, they 
arc to be exempt from dut\ JSut this clause says “designed for purposes 
other than wireless reception or are not original parts of and imported 
along with instruments or apparatus so designed That means that if 
the) are imjKirted along with the main apparatus than they are duty free 
but it they are brought in separate parts or after some time, Government 
wants to lev) duty on them. 1 think 1 have understood it correctly. 
What 1 cannot understand is what the object of Government would be. 
If they seriousl) want to exempt these articles, if they arc designed for any 
purposes other than broadcasting, wlmt matters it to Government whether 
they art' brought with the apparatus or separately after some time? I 
fai] to understand the propriety of such invidious and wrong distinctions, 
i suggest, therefore that, im amendment should bo accepted and these 
words omitted. If the object of Government be to exempt those articles 
which are designed for purpose* other than broadcasting, then they should 
be exempt whether brought with the apparatus or at any time afterwards. 
With these w r ords 1 recommend that the amendment Bhould be accepted. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: Sir, perhaps 1 might take a little 
time and explain to the House exact]) the importance ot tho suggestion 
made b\ my Honourable triend. Then* mv certain articles that are not 
exclusive!) used for broadcast reception purposes, but. the) can be used 
both for such purposes and also tor other pur pone*, for instance, talkie 
apparatus. The object oi the latter part of the eiitr), that is to sa). 
the part to which my Honourable friend objects, is to render liable to the 
new duty in addition to tilings spociall) designed for broadcast reception, 
such of those articles to which I lm\e referred as are not quite useer* 
tainahlv meant for non-broadcast reception. It can be ascertained onl\ 
if it is specially designed for or is an original part of or imported along 
with a talkie and other equipment witli which it is intended to be used. 
If we were to omit- the words “and imported along with’*, some importers 
would undoubtedh represent things of this dual nature as being replace¬ 
ments intended to he used for talkie apparatus, and wv should have no* 
assurance that in fact the) were not designed as broadcast receiving 
replacements. I think therefore that we would be running an unnecessary 
risk by omitting these words. I do not think it can impose any very 
heavy or great hardship upon any class of importers and w*c would prefer 
therefore to retain the words to which ni\ Honourable friend is taking 
exception. 


Mr. President: The question is: 

“That in clause 2 (h) in the proposed item No. 43 of Schednlo IT to the Indian 
Tariff Act, 1894. the words ‘and imported along with’ bo omitted.” 


The motion was negatived. 
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Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That clause 2 stand part of the Bill." 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 2 was added to the Bill. 

Clause 3 was added to the Bill. 

Clause l was added to the Bill. 

The Title and Preamble were added to the Bill. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore: Sir, I move that the Bill be passed. 

The motion was adopted. 

The Assembly then adjourned lor Lunch till Halt Past Two of the 
Clock. 

The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Half Paet Two of the Clock, 
Mr. President in the Chair. 


THK PPBLIC SPITS VALIDATION BILL 

Sir Lancelot Graham (Secretary, Legislative Department): Sir, I move 
that the Bill to validate o« rtam suits relating to public* matters, as passed 
by the Council of State, be taken into consideration. As 1 have already 
observed, this Bill has been passed by the Council of State, so that the 
first motion in respect of tins Bill in this House is the motion that the 
Bill be taken into consideration The purposes of this Bill fire, I think, 
sufficiently set out in the Statement of Objects and Reasons Briefly, 
the position is that under sections 91 and 92 of the Code of Civil Pro¬ 
cedure, in respect, in the first instance, of suits relating to public nuisances, 
and in the second instance of suits relating to public charities, certain 
powers of initiation are vested in the Advocate General Pnder section 
93 the poweis conferred by section** 91 ,md 92 on tile Ad\uc«to (tenoral 
may, outside the Presidency towns, be with the previous sanction of the 
Local Government exercised also In the Collector or by such officer as 
the Local (»<»\ eminent may appoint in this behalf. I yvould draw’ the 
attention of this House (o the words “previous sanction of the Local Govern¬ 
ment”. It has been generally understood that these w T ords implied a 
general sanction; that is, that a general sanction could be given by the Gov¬ 
ernment, and no particular sanction was required in respect of each suit 
brought by the Collector or the officer appointed by the Local Govern¬ 
ment. That practice became universal: and it was a matter of consider¬ 
able surprise when it w as declared by their Lordships of the Privy Council 
that we had been wrong in our interpretation of the section. All the 
governments in British India and all the High Courts have, I understand, 
shared in that error; and I think it was not. a very unnatural error. Any¬ 
body reading that section would. T think, inevitably hesitate between the 
two* meanings, and T think he would smv that really the more reasonable 
meaning was that the sanction was intended to be a general one. That, 
however, has now been decidod against- us—the sanction has to be a 
particular one. The result is that a very embarrassing position has been 
caused to those litigants who were under the impression that they were* 
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proceeding in a perfectly lawful way, having obtained all the authority 
which was believed to be necessary from the Local Government. They 
now find that suits arc liable to be dismissed, and in fact that suits are 
being dismissed in pursuance of this decision of the Privy Council in the 
case of Prem Narayan v. 11am Chnran and others. 

Now, Sir, Government do not claim to be the originators of 
this motion. In tact tlu* original begetters of this Bill aro sitting 
on the Opposition Benches, and therefore I may say that this Bill is a 
non-controversial measure*, and 1 should say also a \er\ useful measure, 
agreed upon by both sides of the House For that reason aloiu* 1 think 
it is not necessary lor me to make a lengthy speech. The first proposal 
came from my Honourable friend, Mr. Biswas, in the. form of a Bill, 
and at about the xunc time my friend. Hr. Sen, was raying to mo daily, 
“When are uni going to produce this Bill?”. We were ourselves imme¬ 
diately convinced of the necessity for the Bill, hut it seemed proper that, 
we should consult Loc.d Governments and that they should consult the 
High Courts. Tin* result is complete unanimity and we ha\e accordingly 
brought Jorward this Bill 

A-v 1 s»uid in the beginning, and as ! now quote from the Statement oi 
Objects and Jteasoiis, “'flic Bill t* initialed to ivuio\e a hardship. It 
validates all suits now pending and also proudes foi the retrial of all 
claims which may hn\e been m the meant line dismissed whether in the 
Court* of first instance or in th t * Court nt appeal, on the ground ot the 
absence <n the requisite sanction”. Sir. I move 

Sir Abdullah Suhrawardy (Burdwan and Presidency Brnsjons. Mu- 
lmiuinad.m liural) * Sr. 1 nio\e th.it tla coiisider.uion oi ila* Bill bv* 
postponed to the ne\t Simla Session \|\ icason tor mo\mg the amend¬ 
ment i^ tint Bill is ot a Inglilx contiouiss.d n.ilmv. m spilt ot tin declara¬ 
tion vif the Honourable the Mover that it is not so. He is of that opinion 
simply for the tea son that, according to him, “the begetters of this Bill sit 
on the Opposition Benches' . Who are “the begetters' 1 do not know 
exactly, but our Honourable friend lias enlightened us b\ mentioning two 
names. There may he many more who might he tin* begetters oi this 
polyandrous Bill; hut this morning. Sir m the omir-r of your ruling you 
remark cal th.it tin* Chair would not allow an\ \ei\ iMnt ,, ow rsi,.l m< ivsurc 
to he sprung upon the House, and that the (’hair is jealous «d ih r dignity 
of the House. That has been the \iew ol President Patel also If 1 may 
be permitted 1 o lead out a passage from llie reports of the debate. Mr. 
President* Patel on a similar occasion said 

“The Chair lias? a duty to see that the machinery of tlu (5u\eminent of India 
Act, is not abused to the prejudice of the people of tin-, country and for that 
purpose the Chair possesses sufficient, powers in the shape of the adjournment of the 
House fit fir dir or in the shape of refusing to put any motion n« the llouise . ** 

Mr. President: Will the Honourable Member r. ad Mr Patel's ruling 
given on the following day? 

Sir Abdullah Suhrawardy: T have not got it; but I have got a copy of 
your own remarks. Sir, before me in which von say: 

“The Honourable Member ha* drawn attention to Uia fact that ho ha» asked 
whether the Chair would allow any very controversial measure to be sprung upon the 
House at the last moment. The Chair is bound to protect the dignity, the rights 
and privileges of the House." 
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1 shall show, Sir, that this is a Hill of a highly controversial nature. The 
very foci of the admission of my iriend, Sir Lancelot Graham, that this 
innocent looking Bill had its origin in the Opposition and that the two 
'‘begetters” of this Bill are Members of this House, and yet the Govern¬ 
ment chose to move it in the House which, in the happy phrase of Mr. 
Kanga Iyer, is a House where “the benumbing penumbra of second child¬ 
hood pervades” shows that this Bill was moved there simply with the object 
of depriving this House of making a motion to circulate the Bill for elici¬ 
ting public opinion thereon. If I were only to read out section 92, the 
House will realise, how controversial tins Bill is. My Honourable friend 
Sir Lancelot Graham did not read out sections 91 and 92; tie simply 
mentioned them. Section 91 deals with public nuisance, and I have nothing 
to do with that, but section 92 is not so innocent as it looks. I see a 
copy of the Civil Procedure Code before me, and I will just read to the 
House that- particular section and leave it to the Honourable Members 
t-o judge whether this measure is of a highly controversial nature or not. 
howe\er innocent looking it may appear to be Section 92 runs as follows: 

“In tin* case ot any alleged breach of any express or constructive trust created for 
public purposes of a charitable or religions nature, or where the direction of the 
Gourt is deemed necessary for the administration of any such trust, the Advocate 
General, or two or more jierson* having an interest in the trust and having obtained 
the coii'ffit in writing ot the Advocate General, may institute a suit, whether conten¬ 
tious or not, in the principal Civil Court of original jurisdiction or in any otner 
Gonil empowered in that bohalf by the Local Government within the looil limits ot 
whose juri-alution the whole or any part ot the subject-matter of lhe trust is situate 
to obtain a decree — 

(«) removing any trustee. 

{ft) appointing a new trustee. 

(<’) vesting any property in a trustee; 

(rf) directing accounts and inquiries; 

P) deeluring what, proportion ot lhe trust-properly in ot the mteiest theien. 
shall l>o allocated to any particular object of the* trust; 

$/i authorising the whole or any part of the trust property, to be let, sold, rnort 
gaged or e.\i hanged ; 

(f/j granting such furthei or other relief as tHe nature of lhe case may be, etc. 
etc *’ 

1 do not think l lived read out tin* remaining portion ot the section. I 
think I haw* already satisfied the House b\ reading out the section how 
controversial this Bill is Who is going to decide whether a trust is for a 
public purpose, whether it is of a charitable or religions nature, and other 
intricate questions when the decree involves Mich important matters as 
the remov 'd of the trust* e or the sale or mortgage of trust property? For 
that reason .i cheek has been provided in order to stop reckless and harassing 
litigation, in the shape of the consent of the Advocate General being 
required or of two or more persons having an interest in the trust property. 
Now, so far as the Presidency tow ns an> concerned where there is an Advo¬ 
cate General the consent of the Advocate General is sufficient. This Bill 
does not. affect the authority of the Advocate General, nor does the 
Privy Council judgment affect it. The authority which is affected by 
the Bill is that where the Collector is required to give sanction. My 
learned friend Sir Lancelot. Graham remarked that all High Courts share 
in that error, namely, in the error of thinking that- no special sanction is 
necessary in each ease bv the Collector Welif, the object of that provi¬ 
sion of the Bill is quite obvious to those who are familiar w ith the history 
of the legislation when section 92 was introduced in the Act of 1908. The 
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Legislature deliberately made a distinction between the* Advocate General 
and the Collector. So far as the Advocate General, who is an officer of the 
Crown, is concerned, no special authority in every ease was required; but 
where the Collector is concerned, special authority is required It. rrm.v 
he that for the Collectors who happen to he District officers heavily burden¬ 
ed with work, and more so in these days oi unrest and political disturb- 
anee. who are very fond of outdoor life, and are too busy with their 
tennis and other social amenities to thirl time to appl\ their mind to each 
particular case Go\eminent thought that a general sanction as proposed m 
this Dill was quite enough 

Now, what does the Jhll propose to do*' Tin Bill proposes to undo 
wliat tilt* l*my Council has done For years and years since 1SMMS, all the 
High Courts ol India ha\e shared in an error, to use the language of my 
triend Sir Lancelot Graham Now, the error has been pointed to them 
by the Privy Council, the highest Court of appeal in the Kmpirc Now, 
what does iht' Dill propose to Jo" To render that pidgmem lnfmetuous 
in tin* name oi public interest Heally, there is no such public interest 
involved m this measure It in tin* interest <>f a particular indwidual 1 
have taken the trouble of reading the debates in tin* Council oi Stale, and 
1 find there is nothing stated t \eeptmg ,i leterence to tin section, and 

the .Honourable the Law Member in the slant space o! hu minutes had 

the Dill passed there including a < ongr.itulatoi\ speech itom ihe Honour¬ 
able Mr Basil I find from tins debate, the real reason tor bringing for¬ 
ward this legislation bet ore this House It is. as 1 said a woli in sheep'ft 
■clothing or perhaps it is a sheep in wolt s clothing It is virliialh a non- 
official Bill which has been brought forward m the garb of an ofli.-ial Bill 
and i'atheied upon Sir Lanci lot Graham win. u-pudiates (lie putermts 
oi the child The Honourable Mr I»ij<>\ Kumar Ba-u s;»\s- 

"Nil. I rougi.itwhite the Honourable tin* haw Member f«» 1 having bioiigftt Jio 
Hill, hec.ui-c lliere are a large number o) suits wbnh an* pending jn various provinces, 
which viP be affected, as explained by the Honourable the Law Memlier, if this 
Hill is not passed into lav\ One ot lhe.se suits i- pending m my' piovince— 1 mean 
the Tnrnke^hwar Temple suit.—and only tln> morning 1 lead in the papers that in a 
pending appeal in 1 list t suit application has been made in tbe <'abulia High Court 
in ha\e the suit di -misled on thi.s vciv ground and ihe date 1 h.it. has been fixed 
tor the healing of that application is 18th A pul I nnl\ hope Su , that tins B*li 

will be passed during this j-ession, **n that suits of that nature might not be dis- 

mis>ed for no ft ult of the pal tips 1 liave still more t^» congratulate Government, 
because they have -o promptly taken up tin* suggestion wlmli T am pioud to say 
wax made 1<> them from a non official source bn a Hill of fhir. kind: 1 believe as a 
matter of t a draft non official bill wa- sent up to (invermnont by ihe 

lepre-cntat ivp of Galeutta m the legislative Asremblv Mr Chain Ch.imha Ihswas ” 

Manx Honourable Meinheis max not Know limcli .ihonf thL temple of 
Tiirnkeshwnr It is u veritnblc* Soinmdh in Bemud, .md it attracted the 
attention of many an invader and conqueror from the* North and it could 
not escape the eagle eye of ihe Congress The t.-inph* was about to be 
demolished. as Mr. Biswas is aware, when tin- Swaraj movement was at 
its height and the Sa ty a grab a commander-m e fnef led the siege to that 
temple After a time peace terms were proposed b\ the Swarajist Leader 
and there was every probability of a peaceful settlement. But for reason* 
better known to Mr Biswas and perhaps also to Mr S C. Mifra the peace, 
efforts failed T leave them to complete the history, the genesis of this 
litigation, if they care to do so. T leave it deliberately incomplete at this 
<t«ge Anv wax , my point is this I hope T have made it sufficiently 
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•iLtir that tlus Bill is ui a highly controversial diameter. By wu\ of con¬ 
trast, may 1 refer to a Bill with which you must be very familiar, namely, 
the Wakf Validating Act*.’ ii 1 am not mistaken, in i f .K>5 or thereabouts 
the Privy Council upset the Muslim law on the subject nt vvaqfs and in the 
ease of Abul Fata v. Mussoin.iy lfiiur Chuudhurv the Privy Council went out 
of their way to impose their nun views regarding what a public charitable 
trust should lie, in Muslim law. Tin* Muslim community suffered long as 
a result ot that judgment. There was a good deal of agitation, \«*t it was 
only in 191H, \cars alter the judgment had been passed. that Mr. Jinnah 
succeeded in having his Wakf Validating Act passed through the old impe¬ 
rial Legislative l\allied, and that also m the teeth of opposition, it was 
subsequentl\ found that that Bill had to a certain extent debated its own 
object because it was held that it bad lio retrospectse effect, and it was 
uiih in 1921) that a Wakf Validating Bill was introduced bv my Honour- 
aide inend Mr A 11 (ilm/nm and it took a \eai or two ve.ii's to bT j 
passed m this Asseinbh 

My Honourable triend the Law Member hmiselt e.uelullv went through 
the clauses w In n the Hill was before tlu Select Committee, balanced the 
pros and eon-, the advantages and disadvantages of giving retrospective 
effect. Now. why all this indecent hasteV We have been deprived, by the 
method of having this Bill passed by the Couneil of State, of having the 
public opinion "helled on it. and it to-day you rush through this Bill the 
public will not get the belief'll at all of expiessing It- views . >n this 
Measure Vlte»* .ill. v\ h.it are vnu going to do*’ As •« matter *»t fact, 

1 consider this Bill to be Inghlv M*preliensible because m the interests of 
certain individuals \<>n ate introducing this Bill Wherein lit*- the naid- 
ship'’ There is no h.irdslnp at all Kverv <lav the courts of law dismiss 
» uses on some legal point or other, and it suits arc liable to be dismissed 
d w'll give a sort of opportunity to flic litigants to setle the cases out of 
court The "Privy Council says and ugliily sav- that special sanction 
must l»e given m each case and you want bv this legislation to undo 
what the Pnvv Council wants to he dmi* The Collector mav have been 
busy with the no-rent campaign in the Cuffed Provinces; lit* has not had 
tune at all to g f o through the papers. «»r lie mav lu* verv biis\ with the ter¬ 
rorist movement in Bt ngal round about Tarakeshwar and -o on \nd he 
has onlv to give form «I sanction I s,.,. «n tin- House the vision o! au 
ex-Co]lector withal whose jurisdiction the Tarnkeshwar temple is situated, 
lie may have prohahlv given his sanction, and the sanction stands ten 
years ago or mam vcis ago- given lor political reasons it may he. in 
order to defeat the Swaiajisf machinations to loot tlu* temple and Till thei v 
coffers with the spoils io earrv on the gn.it campaign of Swaraj and 
freedom What reasons actuated bun we do not know Am wav. you 
now seek to keep that sanction alive T wish the Honourable, the Mover of 
this motion hail at least placed befoie m the Priw Council mdgnien( and 
given us the reason win the Priw Council judges made a distinction 
between the \dvoe.ffe (Jeneral and the Collector (Aw Honourable Mcin- 
brr “He ciicd a case.") He did not give the reasons Verv well. Sir. 
Th es-e are lm reasons for moving my motion 

Diwan Bahadur Harbila* Sarda (Aimer-Merwara • c.enemlV I rise to 
support the motion of mv Honourable friend Sir Lancelot Graham. The 
object of tin* Bill is simplv this Up to this time Government t»«ed to 
appoint the Collectors of districts to exercise the powers of the Advocate 

c 2 
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General by general ordi*r. and whenever an\ suit was tiled in which tlie* per¬ 
mission of the Advocate General was required, the Collector used lo give 
permission The Privy Council have now said that in e\ei\ case that the 
Advocate General's consent is necessary, ihc Govermncjiit should invest 
the Collector with the power ol the Advocate Genera! tn give such permis¬ 
sion We are not concerned in this Bill with the principles on which the 
Collector gi\es permission The «*nly question iv whether the Collector 
should be appointed to give permission in each -uif, or wind her lie can le 
given a general power n» do sn b\ ihe Go\crnnicnt \n principle ol law 
and no important Ismii k involved in this Toll Whether a Collector I st 
empowered m each e.w to give* hi- eonseni or whether lie is empowered 
generally to give his eonseni to these suits make- absoJute|\ no differ¬ 
ence so tar as the principles on which the Collector c\cicises his nidgnc-nt 
to give his consent l<»r the institution of a -nil arc cone* rued And that ! w 
the rcallv important point Owing io *• certain derision ol the I‘my 
Council, certain suits have been invalidated, not because there was am 
question of law involved, but because am law was broken That being 
so, it is inflicting unnecessary hardship on people if vou invalidati their 
suits and place them in a position to have undergone all that expense lor 
nothing and institute fresh suits I have careful! v considered the matter 
and l do not see that there is nn\ real objection or am matter of eon* 
trov^rsv with regard to the consideration of ihis ltd! I therefore support 
it. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division Non-Miihanimadam I i'sr (<> support 
the motion moved bv niv Honourable fru»nd Sir Abdullah Suhrawardv. i 
think that this i- a piece ol legislation which had the Government moved 
at an earlier stage of tlu* session, this House would have seen to it that 
it vvas circulated for public opinion So. tlu Government pa.s-ed it through 
the Council of State and then flaw himiglit if lure. This Hill I consider 
is a complete encroachment on the const if ution.il right of this Tloiist If 
im Honourable friend Sir Lancelot Gralnm wanted this Bill to U- t ,i-sed 
so hastdv. I understand that he drafted 11 or jg Ordinances and wh\ did 
he not draff an Ordinance to invalidate all the |ndgnients ol the .Judges 
in Bengal and vGiv should he follow this pi nerd mv" That would have 
been quite fair Whv should thc\ ask us to condone tlu* action of the 
Local Government of Bengal and mav he of other Local Govciiinimts, and’ 
also to condone the action of tlu- Advocate General of Bengal and those 
of other provinces, who are the legal advisers to Government‘‘ Why did 1 
they not point out to the Local Governments the mistakes that are taking 
place? Whenever we ask a short notice question about anvthing, the case 
is mi ih jvdice, and tins House should not interfere with the course of law. 
To-dav we are asked to give retrospective effect and invalidate the iudg- 
ments given b\ certain judges during the last six months. Whv should we 
do that? Mv Honourable friend Sir Lancelot Graham knows that we have 
no respect for the svstem of British administration 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav (Bombay Central DKision • Non-Muhammadan 
Thirnll: Have vou respect for tTio administration of temple grants bv the 
Shchnifs? 

Mr. B. Das: T am not concerned with the merits of the case: T am onlv 
concerned with the constitutional aspect that is involved in this Bill. 
There are eminent lawyers on both sides, and T hope that inv esteemed 
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and learned friend Sir Abdur Rahim will rise and expound the law that is 
involved in this Rill. We have still a little respect left for British justice. 1 
understand from m\ friowl Sir Abdulla Suhrawardy that the 
Bengal Government have, been committing errors for years and 
\ears and you now conic up before tli^ Legislature asking them to regularise 
the action of the Bengal <«o\eriuneiit and other Governments in connec¬ 
tion with pending case-- Von want logo back and annul Ihe judgments 
of flic last *i\ months That is an t neioaidunent on the lil»«-rt\ of the 
judiciary and on the hl>« rty of the lions* ,md tins 1 |oiise*,should not he a 
party to it Tt would ask respectfully my friend Sir Lancelot Graham to 
withdraw tins Bill and draw up an Ordinance, as he h.K drafted so many 
Ordinances On this ground f whole-hcurtcdlv support the motion of 
postponement of consideration nil the September Ses-ion In the mean¬ 
while if an Ordinance is passed \\r will take no rcsponsibihts Let them 
come up in September and the Ilou^e will he full then and tie* Bill can he 
•discussed in all its aspects 

Mr C C. Biswas (C.drutt.. \on-.\I uhanmiadan 1 ibani. 1 am uut at 
all surprised to find my Honourable friend Sir Abdulla Suhrawardy speak 
in the manner he did. It is quite a long time since my friend bade his 
filial good-lac to the High Court. If my friend iiad only taken the 
trouble to go through (lie Privv Council judgment and the provisions of 
fhC Bill, he would not have felt so -hocked at all I venture to submit 
that it i" not at all a conim\ersial mea»im , and I "hall satisfy tiie House 
that it not so It is a vor\ simple and harmless measure, nevertheless 
ut\ necessary What is the position which has been created by the 
decision of the Privy Council*' Sections 01 and 02 of the Code of Civil 
Procedure refer to two classe-, of suits. suits relating to public nuisances 
and sir is relating to public charitable trusts Such suits may be brought 
either b\ the Advocate General himself in the Presidency towns, acting 
on behalf of the public or by two or more persons with the consent of the 
Advocate General That is the provision The whole dea is that these 
suits being suits instituted in the public interest require very careful consi¬ 
deration before tho\ arc launched, and that is why the consent of tbe 
Advoc.re (hneral is requ red Section of the ("ode then goes on to 
pnnide ha 1 such suits outside the Prcsidencv towns, that is, suits in the 
mofl’usil 'The \d\ne ite Gineial is not function ng there, bin that is no 
M-a-nn Ni 1 1 \ p*"e.le *•< siding in 11 1 »• motTusil should be deprived of this 

n ninl' Station <).*’. leconhnglv nrov des ili.it outside the limits, of the 
■MLunal {unsdiriion <>F tin 1 High Courts, the Collector or some orber 
— pci lal officer whom the Government may appoint in this behalf may 
< \eicise the powers which ii'.u be exercised in Presidency towns by the 
Advocate Gene mI 'That station hutluT .iocs on to lay down that before 
the Collector »t the special officer who may be appointed in this behalf 
may exercise such powers !!••• Collect »r or Mich special officer must have 
the previous sanction of the Local Government. As m\ Honourable 
friend Bovin Baliadur ITarbilas Saida very clearly pointed out. this 
previous sanction of the Local Government is required not as to whether 
the suit should be brought, hut lm rely as to whether the Collector or 
other officer should oxen ise the powers of the Advocate General. That 
is all. That, previous sanction is not given upon a consideration of the 
facts of any particular case. The duty of examining the facts of any 
particular case is cast upon the Collector or the special officer. Govern¬ 
ment merely gives sanction to the Collector or the other officer to exer¬ 
cise the powers of the Advocate General. I shall place before you the 
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terms of a notification under tli s sec lion winch was published by the 
Government; of Bengal, and 1 belie\e that notifications in similar terms 
have been published in other pro\ iiccs also. This notification purports 
to authorise the I'olleeior and other officers to act under this section. It 
reads: 

“In o\ei'('be ot l lie power coni erred by section 93 «>t the (‘ode oi (Jiul Piocedure. 
1908, tlie Governor tu Council is pleased l.cichy to .sanction the exeicise ol the power-, 
eonterred by section- 9] and 92 of that Code upon the Advocate General b\ the 
Collectors and Deputy Commissioner.- in the President y Division, excluding the town 
ot' Caleutt'i, lb ml wan Division and the b-irut ol |)..i <eelim< within the luni’- ••! 
their respective districts” 

1 he view which had all .dong been hold was :li.it ,i notiiieation <n -*uch 
general terms was sufficient i<» convey the sanction required by section 
1*3. Bor the lirst tune last year ther LortKh'ps of the .Indicia! Committee, 
upon .m objetuon s.iiseit k>r the iirst .uiil m tin. Privy Council were, 
however, pleased m hold that this previous s.met on <»t the Loial Govern- 
menl must he obi..mod specifically in rcspei t ol eviry nid'v ulual -iii’ and 
a suit instnulid innhi 'he authority o’ a iioiiticution m -u«-h vein ral 
terms nni.-' const (pnml l\ I,til on that technical ground Thai is the 
position The oh|ect "i ilus Dill is not to undo lie Privy Coiincl, not to 
reverse the uidgnn nt ol tI k ii land-lup- so l.u .is tin tutum is concerned 
So iar as suits which may he instituted heriafhr are concerned, the mte 11 
pietation w hn h lias been adopted h\ the Priw Council will stand But 
it so lmppi ns that ii soimthin^ Js not doin in si\c pend ng suits, tile 
result will he that plaintiffs who Inve brought such suits through no 
lauh of then own. w 11 be put to considerable hardship \ud who are 
the plaintiffs in siu*li cases' \ot p« rson- who have anything to gam, but 
\erv much to lose indeed, ii they tail — pcison- who act Irom a sense nt 
public dill' All these suits are now threatened with dismissal, d the new 
| rocedure now held by the Privy Council .is necessary is applied Tin 
question is whether or not we here, acting as representatives of the 
public, w II stand bv thosi who from a sheer sense nt public duty have 
thus come forward to protect and rescue tlu public endowments'* 

Mr. B. Das: J)o not the lawyers charge lee-, for tlie-e cases*' 

Mr. 0. C. Biswas: The lawyers unfort mini el \ charge Ices tor these 
cases, and they have got to he paid by these people, who are, however, not 
deterred hv that consideration from coining forward as plaintiffs. If 
they lose, they have got to pay the costs. On the other hand, if you 
allow these suits to he dismissed on this technical ground, who are the 
people who thrive as a consequence? Those* who have been charged with 
maladministration and mismanagement ol these public funds, and in 
<-oinc cases also found girltv by the judgment of at least one competent. 
Pourt. 

Sir, I am not ashamed of declaring for the information of my Honour- 
aide friend that it was my privilege, after I read this judgment of the 
Prvy Pouneil, to invite the immediate attention of Government to the 
serious situation created by r that decision in respect of pending suits, and 
I went further I also gave notice.* of a private Bill. Unfortunately the 
time was so short that a private Bill would have had no chance of going 
through in this session Therefore. Sir. 1 suggested that an official Bill 
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might be introduced, and I acknowledge with gratitude that Government 
have come forward with such readiness in response to what 1 believe is a 
public demand. (Hear, hem*.) The reason wli> a Hill was moved in the 
Count'd ol Stale was lliat there was no tune to bring il forward here. It 
's xorx import.mt tli.it this Bill must h«■ passed in this session, and I will 
explain win In most ol these pending suits there have been receivers 
appointed.—»*( eeiuis who ha\e taken charge of these 1 msf proper: ies; 
the !eei !ver v h.i\e heeii making rolleetions, thc\ have large funds m their 
hands, and tho-<* who are defendant* in these r~i m*— the managers oi these 
eiidoM men!- -nat lira II \ do m»t like that tin management -houJd have 

la on taken nwa\ Horn them ami pi iced Jii other hands Now man;, ol 

tins, -till' 1 1 t \« lean jKiaimg m a^j.eal ounts, but tie pnath continue 
all the -aim I kn«»w mi" par 1 tular suit in which the ncuvei has about 

:> lakhs ol m’|m <•- m his li.md- Suppose We allow this Bill to st.md over 

Whit i- tie- e« iii .e«|iii nee ’ I in uicm-i has lead mil in mi .. -p ** eh made 
i\ mi li *m»mahle Wcmlx r m the « • her Ib*ll-i f loi i M'uch 1 gather that 
tin IS h \pi.i is the d.i\ jin* (i h% the Hindi l oiirt im tin i.i.mug ol an 

•ipj ||'* I!.. I iiineclinu \v It h a )»• tiding .ippejil III Mich .i c.i-c ill the 

t ;deult i ! 1,1 1 ( milt 'Hut appla ition is that l>; reason nt ‘Ills I*rix T \ 
( < oun> d ji ggiia'iit. teat -mt should he -truck out It this Iiill j* not 
pa-srd that .ijpdic.it.on i- -lire t»> -ucc« ed. because the judgment of the 
l*nv\ ( mini il unless it is re\rt*cd or modified b\ the Indian Legislature, 
is bnal'iig i -nil all courts, and the High t’ouit mu-t thermion give effect 
t!u r in ;md im the -mt I he result «»f -tali a dismissal will be 
tha; the i*-e( \ “i wi'l d.unl fliM h.irged I hen all these :» lakh- ol rupees 

which tli" leci-iver ha- got m Ills * ands wdi disappear into the pockets 

certain jieoph M\ Inend oxer theie saxs “Wait till September, allow 
the Hill <. Ik postponed till tin* September Sc—am. and the Bill provides 

th.u wi‘i.-n si\ months xmi can tala step- to ie\i\e tin sun * Suppose 

the suit is rexivcd withm six months aftei Septembei then this monex 
whuii m tin meantime will ha\e disappeared will never he found again; 
and not merelx that, during ilir mterxening months, more funds will have 
been (■• elected. ..lid mole tund- will haxc found their wax into pockets 
when tlie\ should liexer go It i- hce.ui-c Goxertunnit are so anxious 
to a\rrt si.cli a result, such a puhlu edamitx. I should mix. m respect oi 
public fns-.t- and charities that the\ h.ixe brought forward this Bill, and 
fhe\ des.M-\( all the thanks ol this IIou-< (Hear, hear ) 


Sir. nix triend need not he upprchetisixc I am neither a wolf nor i 
shec-p Noilimg ol the kind Outlie other hand, im friend has tried, 
xvith all the dexteritx which anyone xxho has boon detached for a long time 
from courts can command, to draw a very lurid picture of the controversial 
character of this Bill He has, for instance, read out action 92. Now 
what has that got to do with this Bill. Heaven alone knows We are 
concerned only with th< question whether pending suits should he allowed 
to be hit because the Privx Council have now held that the sanction 
required under section 9.‘» must ho given specially for each suit, and not in 
general terms. My friend, Mr. B. Das, raises a controversial issue. What 
is that big issue. I for the life of me have been unable to comprehend. I 
think ho sav* that this House was not given the opportunity to consider 
the Bill in the initial stage; in other words, that this House has been 
deprived of the opportunity of delaying its passage more and more! As 
the Bill was moved in the Council of State, a motion for circulation would 
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of course not be accepted here. If the Bill had come before this House 
iirst, iny friend would probably have had the chance to move such a 
dilatory motion. That cannot be done now. Sir, I really do not see why 
we should be anxious to adopt any such tactics here, that can only produce 
one impression on the public mind—the impression tlmt we arc interested 
in stilling suits which have it for their object the purification of these 
public trusts. 

Sir Abdur Rahim (Calcutta and Suburbs .Muhammadan Urban) : 
Mr. President, tins measure involves an extremely serious constitutional 
issue. My learned friend. Mr. Biswas, asked what that eou*titutional 
issaie was I will tell the House in very few words what that issue is. 
The Privy Council have decided a certain appeal on the question whether 
the sanctum granted m a suit under section 93 ot the Civil Procedure Code 
was valid or not It lias decided that according to the correct interpreta¬ 
tion ol the law, that suit had not the sanction that the law requited. 1 
do not think that it- is the position of the Government that the' decision of 
the Privy Council is wrong. L understand that that is not tin* position of 
the Government, and 1 shall proceed on that basis I shall proceed on 
the basiw, therefore, that the decision of the Privy Council on the question 
of law involved was correct If that interpretation of the law was correct, 
then all suits that have been filed hitherto on the wrong interpretation of 
the law have to be dismissed; and it k a matter ot even day occurrence 
in court that suit* that are tiled without having conformed to the require¬ 
ments of law ;n certain respects are liable to he dismissed, and many a 
suit is dismissed every day on that ground as the Honourable the Law 
Member and other lawyers in this House know' very well Now, then, 
what i* this Legislature asked to do 0 What are we asked to do? Not to 
say that the decision of the Privy Uouneil is wrong We cannot say that. 
We «ii'e asked t*> *a\ lliat that decision, that flint interpretation of the law 
must not be applied to 11a* suifs which have already been tiled contrary to 
that interpretation of the law Doe* it not really come to the same 
thing,--that you art* validating suits which according to the correct inter¬ 
pretation ot the law were not validly fPed that is to say, in filing it the 
provisions of the law had not been complied with K that the function 
of the Legislature*’ The function of the Legislature is to pass a law and 
to leave entirely to the courts the interpret at ion of find, law and the appli¬ 
cation of that law to particular cast's If this Legislature wen* to interfere 
because m the opinion of the Government or of rerfam Members of this# 
1 Foil"i* a eeWuiii interpret a! ion .if the law is wrong or shout] "of be enforced, 
when* is the matter to end 0 We should bo usurping the functions of the 
eomt-\ which I submit, with all respect to the House. tbi*-; House has not 
got the machinery and is not in a position to perform It. is a function 
which can bo performed properly only by the courts and by the courts alone. 
As a matter of fact in cases which are disposed of on what n?*o called 
technical interpretations of the law, hardship is caused to litigants. That 
haippens every day. But T have never heard that, that is anv ground for 
corning forward with a Bill wilh a legislative* measure, in order to relieve 
those litigants, because, owing to the wrong advice given by their lawyers, 
they lost their suits. If the decision of the Privy Council is right in this 
case—and I maintain it is right—and as they noinl out thiB decision of 
theirs follows an earlier deoisdon, then in that case what we are asked to 
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’do is to sa> that the litigants who succeeded in the lower or appellate 
'court* should be deprived of their success by a measure passed by this 
House The posit ion winch 1 lake it the Government will not dispute is 
this, that I hi ^ Legislative AssemhK has nothing whatever to do with the 
interpretation of the law If this Assembly finds that a certain law as 
authoritatively interpreted bv the courts is not in the interests* of the public 
then it can change the law. That is a perfectly legitimate function of the 
legi-liiurc hut to go further and give it retrospective effect in the manner 
proposed 1>\ this Hill is undoubtedly wrong and it is a very <*»rious mattei 
winch 1 submit the Government ought to take into consideration. 

Having regard to the procedure that has been adopted in this case, the 
Hill was not circulated .md cannot ho circulated now for eliciting public 

opinion In all im^'s which are instituted in the courts, there are two 

parties and surely it is not right on the part of Government because certain 
parties have lost in the courts or are likely to lose to come forward and 
support them here and get the "Bill pa^ed hi order to enable them to 
succeed Thw is ,, \er\ serious aspect of the position that has been 

created I do not know whether the Honourable the Law Member has* got 

any precedents f*»j- a Kill of this nature 'Hie Waqf Bill which has been 
cited bv an Honourable Member of ties House rcallv has no bearing on 
«hiv ( a-*- lia W.ml \ .delating Kill pmpoiK'd to validate certain acts of 
parties, certain acN which thev are allowed to do not suits That is a 
wr\ different matter altogr ther 'the W aijt Validating Act 1 think, 
enacts that waqfs that had been «*reated b\ parties before the passing of 
the Wnqf Aid relating to w.iqfs in favour of the waqfs’ descendants, that 
in those cases, tlie waqf should }><• held to he valid, hut the legislature was 
careful and nghth careful to mv that aii\ rights acquired by other parties 
in the proper!\ m the meantime would not he affected. Here, we should 
not la* advancing an\ such eases Here suits have been filed, some parties* 
have lort in.i 1 h* on .• 1 i < lineal uhit <*t mu thit i to purelv legal ob]Oc 
tion hut wliv should we interfere in their favour? If we do that. T should 
like to know where we are to end We should he turning this Legislative 
Xssemhly into another court, a court which is to sit in judgment even on 
the l*riv\ Council Sincl\ the Honourable the Law Member will not con¬ 
tend that and 1 on sure he will not eouiiteu.uu'e the position which leads 
to that effect 

I should like the Government to reconsider its position so far as this 
Bill is concerned and at lea^t postpone its consideration to the September 
Session That is the load thm can do There ni.iv be some cases which 
mav he adversely affected, some causes mav he lost, a position which can¬ 
not be helped We know the courts sometimes do take a wrong view of 
iau sometimes the Kn\\ i nriril it ... If ’Mills u u'ces^m , ihniwh m a 
somewhat disguised form, to amend its own pervious interpretation of law, 
but that is’ a matter which cannot he helned It is a matter of evervday 
occurrence The position which Government ought, to take up is that at 
least thev should not hurrv with this Bill hut consult the High Courts, 
consult, the Local Governments and consult public opinion before they 
proceed any further with this, measure As I have said there are always 
two parties to a litigation, the one party has lost and the other has won. 
We ought not to interfere because w r o think the partv which won ought 
not to have won. This is a serious matter which Government ought to 
consider and we ought, not to set a precedent of this nature, because once 
you do it, you really do not know’ what cases wil l not be brought up here. 
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Parties losing tlieir case in court* w ill bring it Bill of tins nature and that 
would be an intolerable position l hope again that the Government will 
reconsider ita position. 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter (Law Member): 1 have listened 
to my Honourable friend Sir Abdur lialiirn with great interest, and if I 
agree with him in any respect, it is on one point only, namely '.hat ties 
is a serious matter 1 will go further and say that this is a vci\ urgent 
matter and not merely serious. As regards the other points, 1 am sorry 
I find myself in disagreement with him. He has treated suits on public 
charities as if they are sluts between two pnvate individuals. My Honour¬ 
able friend Sir Abdur lbihini knows, probably hettei llian anybody else in 
tins House, that the I'rown ^ the protectin' ot public charities and suits 
between two pmate individuals are of an entirely different nature from 
suits relating to ,i p»il>lic chant\ 1 hnvl'mv when m\ Honourable iricud 

Maid . . 

S'i Abdiu 1 i.iLini Win iIiks nut tin advocate < m. nrrui oj some other 
Government official mstitute such a Milt*’ 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: M\ llonoiu.ible ir.end smd that 
Government b\ bringing in tins 1 ill 1 »\.is helping one of the parties fcc* 
succeed, tli.it it w.im helping tlu plamtifL Id succeed 1 do not admit that 
we are helping .m\bod\ t<> Micreed We are onl\ giving tlu plaintiffs a 
chance to sneered and if the plaintiffs do mu ceed then public charities are 
rescued trom fraudulent trustees Tin* is the efieet of plaintiff* succeeding 
in suits under section <)*2 No (uneminent should be ashamed of protect 
ing public chanties against tradulent trustees, but I disclaim the imputa¬ 
tion that we are helping any ot the parties to sneered in the sense* of 
helping any private, interest We are niereh helping the plaintiffs in 
restoring to them the chance of which thev have been deprived b\ the 
Privy Council judgment tor no fault of their own That is all that we are 
doing 


Sir. as regards the genesis of the Bill my friend Sir Abdulla Suhrawardv 
seemed to be somewhat nervous. In order that there may he no mis¬ 
apprehension 1 will tell this House exactly what the genesis of the Bill 
was. 

Sir Abdulla Suhrawardy: I did not sn so It was the Secretary of the 
Honourahh* tlu* Law Member. Sir Lancelot Graham, who said that, the 
hi getter* of the Mill sit on the Opposition Benches. 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: 1 w ill tell the House quite frankly 
the genesis of this Bill As soon as the Privy Council judgment wan 
published, 1 received a large number of telegrams, letters and representa¬ 
tion* from various parts of the country pointing out that bv reason of this 
judgment hundreds of suit* stood liable to he dismissed. What w r as 
to he done? When I was considering this matter a private Bill was sent 
h\ my friend Mr. Biswas and he wanted to introduce the Bill in this 
House. I considered that Bill also. I found that it required some revi¬ 
sion in the drafting and T also found that if a private Bill were introduced 
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there was no time for the Bill going through the Legislature this session. 
And therefore 1 thought* that in the interest of the general public, — not in 
the interest of this litigant or that litigant,—hut in the interest of the 
general public and, in the interest of public charities of which the Crown 
was the protector, a measure like* thin was necessary, to save pending suits 
I ruin MKinw-.i! vhieii \ui, mc\ liable 'Ih«Tc(«»re 1 introducer! a Government 
Bill. Bor the sake of convenience I introduced it in the Council of State 
instead nl bringing it up here in the first instance. That, Sir, is the genesis 
of the Bill There is no secrecy about it: a large number of representa¬ 
tions came to me and a Member, an elected Member, did M*nd in a Bill. 
But J took tl upon mwlf because I was convinced of the urgency of the 
matter 

Mr. B. Das: \\h» dun t \<>u pi^tpone u nil >»*pi, mU i 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: i t. »l x*.u v h, 1 hen all 

1 lie *»* • *- r*} | i ■ t !> In* 1 l Oil.' Ul-I b.JS 1 •( « II ';h> II h\ iu\ 

friend Mi Biswa- Ml l.uwcr Member^ «>! thL Hou>i Know that when¬ 
ever : -.III .'} |'| s ! fill - -I!'! .1 Ilted 't *- Il'inie*i|! ft l\ h Hotted lip b\ 

an ,* |») #! i‘M i im, i hi • » i,.\t. aid act iif iii. • I i'Iimu'M rai <ai bv fraudulent 

triMr* - i * lb ui • i ni. \ .iii in\e*>tiu it» i| and d t*u (mi. n is sur>s1ied 

t hat *i ;> mi < im i i ,is m.k I n•*• i i in ah out a i « ci - . u* * 1 ’• .! . s i 

lliatlt I* '■! ' • i -e \s winii a- till- red I\fi l- appointed )>• takes chaise 
ot a ! 1 th. • -• t- th cl it'll able }oim<iation lb* eei tail t lki cb »rge 

of tin a^.-tw bin he ci»l|i'(*is cum nt menne* Tin r'^n 1 ' is that the 
aliened Iraudi’leiit tnistie k out of it toi the time brig. Now if tliK 
mciMiie .*, nut pa^ed m this ^e«s^K hi what will happen tins; applica¬ 

tions will be hi mB in even pci.diim viut b\ the defendant that bv reason 
of tlu 1 ’mvv t'oimcil decision —111*■ v a»l! tal>»- im account of .. Bill being 
pending m the Leuislalnre th* sun is liable i«» In di i*' m <1 The 
courts will 1 iav« no option hut to dismiss lh»*sc miiK all the receivers 
will he ijisn ith'ln discharged and all the monies which are in the hands 
of the /ereiveis will 1 i.i \ t to he made ov« ? in tin* fraudulent trustees 
That will be the effect <>t postponin': the Bill and that is preeiselv the 
mischief v. Inch we want to prevent 

Sir Abdur Rahim: Whs do Voii call tlum fradulciit when nothing 
has been proved* 1 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: Sir Abdur Rahim lies been a 
Judge for maiiv \eats and lie will bear me out when T sa\ that no 
receiver is appointed unless a pnwa facie ease is made out . and in these 
cases of public charitv the prima fane case which has to be made out is 
flint the fnM«v has been Luultv of fruit! or breaches of trust That 
being so whenever vmi find in these eases a receiver appointed, there 
is a puma fane case of fraud or breaches <>f trust which lias been made 
out to the satisfaction of the court \nd. it is in order to prevent monies 
which are now in the hands of receivers fallmc into the hands of 
fraudulent trustees that it is urgently necessary that no time should he 
lost in passing this measure. 

So, rnv first point is this Sir Abdur Tbihim is under a misapprehen¬ 
sion when he thinks that suits under section 02 are like ordinar\ suits 
between two private individuals. These are suits of a different nature 
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in which the Crown lias a vital interest as the protector of public charities. 
Secondly, the urgency of tin* measure is to prevent monies belonging to 
public endowments and public chanties being frittered awu) by people 
against, whom serious allegations have bt en made; because, without 
serious allegations no suit is maintainable under section 92. 

Sir Abdur Kahim’s neM point that by enterta'iiing this measure 
Ihe Legislature i.s iiMupmg the hind ions of lie* court Sir, I submit 
it is doing nothing d the sort The Legislature is not called upon to 
pronounce upon Ihe merits of am suit It m concerned onl\ with a matter 
of ]>rocedure, a prmcdiiiv of which (io\eminent and all the courts m this 
country had Taken mu particular \ hjw h>r I tie last halt cetilurx «*r more 
That a lew ot the pro< edui e is n«*w dechued b\ flic l’n\\ (’oimcil to be 
wrong. Lor no tault of anybody lint for simpl\ billowing a procedure, 
which was honestly believed to hr the correct procedure and which all 
the courts m (his c<>untr\ ii.id pronounced to he the corn’d procedure, 
numerous [lending miik are thieileiwd with dismissal It tin* Legislature, 
m conditions like tills and without goiiig into the merits of any ease, 
gives relief to t Ins large bod\ of plaintiffs, that is n'>t usiirpnig the functions 
oi the comt Tin* unman lundioii ot tin court k to adpulicate upon 
the merits 

Sir Abdur Rahim: Not on .pnstmns ,,] pmeedim *’ 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: I s.nd the primary Junction 
of the court, is to adjudicate upon tin merits The preliminary function 
is to sec* that the correct procedure is followed If tlu lYi\ \ (\umcil 
judgment had not been made, all the eouits would h.a\« said that in 
tliese ciist-s tin cornet procedure had lieen lollowed We are now 
confronted with tlie IYiv\ Domicil pidgint'iit which has inicmiied Wliaf 
wc had considered to he the correct pincedmv now tuns on’ to he the 
wrong procedure hi tlu sc eircumsianecs it is 1 ^uhimt, tbr dut\ of 

the Legislature to come to ila* rescue of the aggrieved people, who for 

no fault ot their own and after ha vim: ^pi lit mourn and tune for the 
salve of protecting public charith s i.n\i hud 1 la niselx«*s threatened with 
dismissal of their suits That hung s<> il is p(ciiJiaiL tin function of 
the Legislature to step in and gi\e ivbef In these plaintiffs. Tliaf is not 
usurping the function of tin* courts \\ «• aie *j>'u-g relic] a trains] 1 lie 
consequence^ of the Privy fmmi il decision - nl\ <r -In pind'im east's. 

These aie all the point'* which hn'c hc'*n m ■«li 1 submit that this is 
not merely a serious matter,- -himdr* d * .if suits pcndim? all over the 
country,—but it is an urgent- matter If this mc-isiiff*. which we consider 
to be a beneficent -and necessary measure k hi |» t - ctfe'di\v at all, it 
ought to be passed b\ Ibis Lein's),-d mv aid todrn I possible 

Mr. 0. S. Rang a Iyer fTinhilkuud m.l Kiruaon Divisions: Non-Muham- 
mndnn Rural)* Sir, the Tronourabh* the Law Member and the Honourable 
the Lrader ol the Tndepi udent Pariy. who are certainly two old legal 

luminaries in this House, have presented to this House both sides of 

the shield asking the laymen to judge for themselves. Sir, the Law 
Member’s force of reasoning, T must admit, has dimmed Sir Abdur 
Rahim's lustre of eloquence. Coming to the argument of my friend, 
Mr. B. Das, T must certainly say that Mr. Das very rightly stood for 
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the supromaev <>1 this House over the Council of State, and my friend, 
the Honourable Sir Lancelot Graham, by bringing down this Bill from 
the Upper House to the Lower House has acknowledged that supremacy. 
As th.it I’ppei House* exists and the law permits that a measure could 
be brought down Irom tile Upper House to the Lower House to give 
tlie final stamp of appro\«d. 1 do not think am thing mieonstitutiuiial has 
been attempted or illegal perpetrated S«> jar as proeiastillation of Ibis 
particular Hill is concerned. ipnrkness ot decision lias .il\\a\s l>een eon- 
Kideied to !»*• a virtue ot the legislators, whether in this count) \ or in 
iim ot Ik i eounlrv . and lie* vciv tail that this niattei ha*, bei n discussed in 
file ('oime'l n| Sta1< and thi discussion in llit Council ot State was not 
conduct! d in nuurni-- ought to be siitiicient just die.it ion tor pioeeediug 
with tie* Hill now thai the m.itle** has Ih*< n b iori tie puhhe for a 
sid'e lent I v lop'j tune lor ihe Memheis o} the House* to jorm an opinion 
for tlenise|\e- I am not an advocate lor* ab-i ntei law vers mi this side 
of the H oin M« mher- of t te LigiMat iiiv, it ihiv are not Miilicieiitly 
interested in math is corning hi ton* tie* Legist,,tuii* and are therefore 
absent ale icspoiisihlr tor then alw< nee and those who ari pres, nt cannot 
abdicate llien dutv i n* **d not « mph.i-'>r ihi urgeoev o{ the matter 
so Ineullv .ue| dealt' put In tin Honoir.ibk* the Law Member All that 
I need s.iv that im purl \ !• • iv #*b, it <«n "pen <juesii*»n wlnl, lawyers 
on m\ side w I•*i an* potent an on tie* s.d, ol the Honoiirahli the Law 
Member 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (United Ihovmces Southern division Muham- 
inal*ui Tliival) Sir. T was rather surprised at the speech delivered by my 
Honourable Inend. Mr liaicja l\n I thought lie would alwwvs fight for 
Hie true interest* ot the A^embh and for justice. But recently he has 
pul on a in vv mantle uui Ik* opposes anything sensible reasonable, or any¬ 
thing which emanates from the party to which he does nof belong I 
roallv do not know 

Mr President: Will Hi.* TT uiour ihle Member speak to the motion? 

Dr, Ziauddin Ahmad: i <m pisi ••utmug to the motion One thing I 
h> not und* rstand \er\ rl**ulv is this; here was a private Bill of a certain 
individual and the Law Member took it upon himself to make it n Govern¬ 
ment IbM ; he dal not snp there: he went further and instead of present¬ 
ing the Mill be lore this lions he went first lo the Council of State and 
brought it down here from that place l think this reverse process really 
showed the weakness ot the i :im* been use had he really considered if a 
strong ease lie would have come to the Legislative Assembly first. I am 
rnyscll not a lavwer: hut the wav in which this Bill has been piloted, first 
as a private Bill, then madi info a Government. Bill and then taken 
straight to the Council of State where any Bill can be carried with certainty, 
shows the weakness o| th»* whole ease. There is one thiim which is certain; 
and that is that am Bill which is brought before the Council of State is 
as certain to be carried as two and two make four. Tn the case of the 
Assembly now’, on account of the change of attitude which the Leader 
of flic Opposition has adopted. T snv the Go*veminent are now* mathe¬ 
matical!\ sure to earn am Pull in the *W«eiubh . but till recently the Gov¬ 
ernment. were nof sure of this position Tt was clearly pointed out bv the 
Leader of the Independent Party that the Government ought not really 
to interfere in a matter lilci this Tf is roa11\ the function of the court: 
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and if we begin to legislate in this manner, it may be for the interests of 
individuals or of a. particular party, 1 think we do not- know where we 
wilj land ourselves. The "Honourable the Law Member came out as a cham¬ 
pion of endowments. 1 w ish lie would support, and present a Hill about 
endowments in general and take possession ol‘ all endowments in the 
count r\ 

The Honourable Sir Brcjendra Hitter: 1 wish 1 could 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Mr we ha\e examples oi other mutinies which 
have taken direct charge 1 of all the endowments, they are administered by 
the State departments. Jt lie is really a great champion of the endowments 
and I am sure that lie is. he will certainly bring forward a. Bill and if he 
does so F can understand his ]x>sition and 1 promise lull support. He will 
certainly be able to earn it. in the House' But to interleiv in the 
administration ot trusts simply under the excuse that lie has brought for¬ 
ward shows the weakness of the method lie has adopted and that his whole 
case is very weak 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav: Sir. 1 am ie.Uk surprised to see that there lias 
been so much opposition to this innocent Bill. It it* well known that 
trustees oi Hindu temples ha\e turned themselves into absolute owners 
and have been doing am thing they like with the tnist properly . and as the 
British Government ban* been rathei mditfoient to these things, these 
persons have been lelt to enjoy tlit' property as d it was their own. The 
Civil Procedure Code makes provision for calling these .s In bait# or trustees 
before tile court and asking them to show that they ha\e been adminis¬ 
tering iht trust properk But the procedure hud down has been a very 

difficult one and u very expensive one, and unless m very urgent eases, or 
unless the property js very big, nobody generally thinks of instituting a 
suit. But the* gravity oi the situation i* shown by the lael that, in spite 
•of these difficulties, so iiiiinx eases have been pending hetore the courts 
all over the eountn , and it is <jmte necessary in the interests of justice that 
these eases should continue to go on, and the wrongful persons or those 
who have committed bre.cdies of trust should he brought to book. If this 
Bill is not passed all these persons will he wrongfully benefited and there¬ 
fore great injustice will he done M\ friend. Dr Ziauddin Ahmad, asked 
why Government wore not taking these trusts under then own manage¬ 
ment Tie cited the instance of a foreign country which was managing its 
own trusts and perhaps ho had the Soviet- Government in Kussia in view. 

T w’ish to inform him that in the State of Mysore, a Mu/rai department 
has been established and is managing all these public trusts: and in the 
small State of Kolhapur the same tiling is going on. So the Hindu Princes 
are quite alive to the necessity of managing these ivhgioiK trusts, in order 
to carry out the intentions of the original donor^; and I ma\ also state 
here that the Government of Madras since the reforms have had a 
Bill passed there and thev are managing the endowments of the Hindu 
trusts also to the benefit of the general public; and the so-called trustees 
ire there brought under cheek, and that was done by the ministry of the 
Tustice Party. So I whole-heartedly support this Bill and oppose the 
motion of adjournment. 

Several Honourable Members: The question may now be put. 
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Mr. President: I accept the closure. The question is that the question 
be now put. 

The motion was adopted. 

Sir Lancelot Graham: hir, I haw ver\ lew remarks to offer at this 

stage. Firstly, 1 should like to thank those .... 

Mr. 6. C. Mitra: Oil ;i point ui‘ older, Sir. The motion before the 

House is th.it this matter be posfjioned till the next Simla Session. Is 

that earried? 

Mr. President (The Mououi.iblr Sir Ibr.dnm l:,ilnmt»>oJa) No, No; it is 
the .me ndmeni that i^ now boiri: d»*bat»*d The whole question has been 
dlowrd to h“ ileb.ited to sa\e tune The motion lor postponement will he 
put to the House nftei the rejdx ha- been gixon 

Sir Lancelot Graham: 1 understand Sn. tb.it i mu to reply both on 
the motion tor postponement and .... 

Mr. President: No. tin re is an amendment tor tin appointment of a 
Select <'ommittcn 


Sir Lancelot Graham: Tberetoie. Sir. I am to ivjd\ solel) on the ques¬ 
tion oi postponement \ er\ good, Sir That ha*, been so effectively dealt 
with that, J think, all that is nere^san tor me to do is to repudiate the 
charge wbieh wasom**\\!iat light-hcartedK lewlled against the Govem- 
iii*‘lit ol having introduced this measure in the Council ot Stab in order 
to prewm the bunging in of a motion m this House that the Hill be cir¬ 
culated 1 euiiless. Sir. 1 was surprised that m\ triend Sir Abdullah 
Nuhrnwa»d\ should ha\e thought me capable both nioralh and intelleCtu- 
alK of smdi machinations That blight. idea never suggested itself to me 
for a moment \Ye weiv suleh eoncevned witli helping both Houses to 
get throm.di their business m as reasonable a time a-* possible B^ the 
time \\(* had decided to bring m legislation on this point, our program m e 
here was s> packed that there was no room to insert the earlier stages of 
this Hill, and therefore it w.n* purely for the convenience of business in this 
House md the other that we introduced the Hill in the other House Had 
we been ■■cull) as wicked as im friend Sir Abdullah Suhrnward\ slights 
we might have moved in the other House the Bill to refer to Select Com¬ 
mittee, and if we had done that, then no amendment of anv sort could 
have been moved m this House, except for postponement. Therefore T 
think the House will agree that we have not in any wav trifled with the 
mgnit) and powers ot this House. Tt is fully recognised that in this bi 
c;amoral legislature legislation nun he initiated in either Chamber We 
do m practice introduce most of our legislation in this Chamber but I dr.uht 
it a single session of tins Legislature has passed since 1921 in which some 
Government measures have not been initiated in the CoiwcU of State 

There an* one or two points in my friend Sir Abdur Rahim *8 speech 
which have roalK been dealt with by the Honourable* the Law' Member 
My friend said there was. no precedent at all for this sort of thing and we 
wore simplv putting a premium on litigants. The justification' for this 
legislation i< that the mistake is not really that of the' iiticrnnts The error 
was a universal one. and in m v opinion n, reasonable one. nTn not sa>dng 
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tiial the division ot the Pri\y Council i* mennvet Personally, 1 tu.i con¬ 
vinced that it> was correct, hut. at the Mine turn 1 say that the urn r was a 
reasonable one, and it was an error on the part of Government. Conse¬ 
quently these litigants had to suffer, and that point lias also been dealt 
with already. These litigants are taking upon themselves a very un¬ 
pleasant duty in the iutetWs ol the puhlie Their suits are being dis¬ 
missed on account ol a rejxonahle mistake and the onl\ way to do any 
sort- of justice 1 , T submit is to bring in a Mill nf this loud and to put it 
through a? quickly as pos.xible, for. Sir. time lilt rally is of the* essence of 
this legislation People say, “Well pass this Hill six months later”, but 
T think that Honomahle Members who make that suggestion do not realise 
that litigants ha\e not got an unlimited purse .it their disposal Therefore, 
it- is absoluleh essential that no more money noi I mu should he wasted 
It i< a waste i time and theiehuv tins measure should be passed without 
any* undue dela\ Sa . I opjose ihi** motion 

Mr. President: f l i»e question is- 

“That the consideration of tin* l’lll It |n*-a pmifrl i. 1 i tlw* "*»\t !,< Sc mum 

The motion wax negatived 

Mr. President (The 7h*n..u. . Su 11 >t ! ■ : *. i lialnmtool.i) The next 

.unondnient on tie Ordri I'. < | •« * • - < r ■»eul it i«»n which cannot he moved 

» Tider Hide ‘JO 

The \c\i amendment which can h< iim\ed stands m tile name ot Mr 
Alasuoi d Ahlli.id to l’eU r the i>ltl to a .'■eh cl 1 oilillilitc« 

(Mr Maswood Ahmad was absent.) 

Khan Bahadur II.ip Wauhuddm h.ix gi\*-n iidire oj the s.uce amend¬ 
ment 

Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuatim (Cnejb ui the United Pru\inces. 
Muhammadan Url>m S.r. 1 lu-g to mo\e that the Bill to validate certain 
suits relating to public matters h* lefenvd to a Select Committee con¬ 
sisting ol Sir Lancelot Graham, Su Ahdur Kahim, Dr Ziauddm Ahmad, 
Sir Abdidlah Siihraward\. C.ipLun Ban Bah •to.r Chaudhry Lai Clmnd, 
Kao Bahadur P.mdjt, Mr S. Fa/J 11;*«| Piracha, Mr. B. Das, Mr. Amur 
Nath Dull, Mr K Mimed. Sudar llarhans Singh. Mi Muhammad Muaz- 
zam Sahib Bahadur, Mr Ghir/na\i .md the Moser, with instruct ions to re¬ 
port in the ne\t session, and that the number ol members whose presence 
shall he necessary to constitute a meeting of the Committee shall he five. 
My reason for loosing this amendment ix to have an opportunity for the 
public to go through the whole mattei Sir, 1 am a layman a plain man 
of business, and J cannot understand why ihere should he such great hurry 
for upsetting the judgment of the Privy Council, which is the highest court 
of appeal in the Empire. T am sure there is no public demand asking 
Government to adopt such a measure. The general public knows nothing 
about the matter, and therefore public attention should be drawn to it 
and- we ihe representatives of the public should he given an opportunity to 
form our opinion. T therefore hope that mv motion to refer the Bill to a 
Select, Committee will be adopted by this House. 

Mr. Muhammad Anwar-uI-Azim (Chittagong T>i\ision: Muhammadan 
Kural): Sir, there is an amendment in mv uam<* in almost, identical terms 
to the one moved l>\ mv friend Khan Bahadur Haji Wniihuddin, and if 
T take this opportunitv to sny a few words T would spare the House from 
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repeating the same motion again. 1 have listened with a great amount 
of interest to whatj has fallen irom my esteemed Inend the -Law Member 
and also from my esteemed inend the Honourable the .Leader of the 
Independent Party. One of the speakers said that on certain matters 
of importance both Sir Brojendra and bir Abdur Itahim have differed and 
it would not be right lor others to take a detached view one way or thg 
other. As one more or less connected with this line of business in which 
Sir Abdur lialnm is and my inend Sir Lrojendra was engaged 4 I think 
it will be pertinent on my part to say what l most humbly think about 
the merits oi this Pill. The constitutional issue raised by Sir Abdur Kahirn 
goes into the root oi the whole matter—whether this -Legislature can sit 
on judgment over the works oi the J udicial Committee oi the Privy Council. 

The Judicial Committee have pa&sed judgments regarding the merits 
of Section 93 ol the Civil Procedure Lode—and they say Uiat sanction 
oi Government m all cases must be obtained now. This Bill says thatsjmc* 
lions wall be taken from this time upward, but the} should like to give relief 
to those people, who ha\e lost their cases on account of the present 
ruling with retrospective effect from .November, 1931. This, Sir Abdur 
Itahim said, is improper—and here comes in the conflict. To my judgment 
.Mr. President, Sir Abdur Italian is, right and tdc action oi tne Uovern- 
^ meiit in thib matter is certainly wrong. 1 hope that this is 

P * M * the last occasion on which tile Government oi India on the 

legislative side, or ior that matter on any side, have been advised to 
introduce important measures of tins kind in the Council oi State. We 
know the importance ot having a bi-cameral legislature, but there are 
certain things which should not be done. Will my Honourable friend 
Sir Lancelot Graham advise the -Finance Member to introduce a Bill 
which may savour of bringing some money into the cotters of the State, 
in the Council of State'.* The Honourable the Law Member by way of 
meeting the argument of Sir Abdur Italian said, yes, it is correct that 
courts here in this country are pobbesbed of two functions, one whether 
a particular suit which comes before them ib ot proper jurisdiction, and 
second, to try the ease on its merits. By the introduction of this piece 
of legislation, the Government have tried to usurp the function# of the 
court, and the contention oi my Honourable inend Sir Abdur R ahim 
has not been properly met by the Government. Why is this inordinate 
hurry? 1 know of instances in winch a particular decision was the 
result of the mental aberration of a J udge of the High Court in this co un try. 
People know the kind and quality of casob which come before the judicial 
tribunals in this country. Cases under section 124 of the Penal Code 
require the sanction of the Local Government and for want of proper 
sanction they are dismissed. 1 am certain my Honourable friend knows 
very well, and I think some time ago it was represented to him by certain 
people in this country whether it is not a fact that there have been 
different kinds of decisions of the highest courts in this country with regard 
to section 497 of the Criminal Procedure Code. When important cases 
of that kind are brought to the notice of the Government, I have never 
known that they have taken any serious notice of them. It is far fro/n 
me to impute any motive to any side or any person, but it looks out¬ 
landish and rather hasty for Government to come in with this piece of 
legislation at this fag end of the session with such a hurry. I know 
personally we were interested in a case in 1905 that went up to the 
Privy Council. That was decided by the Privy Council in a correct form— 
and if the decision of the Privy Council had been given effect to in 1905 


D 
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or 1906. I assure 3 ^ 011 , Mr. President, that lots of property would have 
been saved and those of some very loyal citizens of the Empire. But 
those are old cases. If we had people of the ability of Mr. Biswas the^ 
would have been able to get through legislation to confirm the Privy 
Council’s decision. But that is an old story. My Honourable friend the 
Leader of the Independent Party asked, wlial will be the effect if this Bill is 
taken up in the Simla Session*/ The reply came from Mr. Biswas, “Oh, 
the whole world will come down, the receivers will be grabbing the whole 
money”. But my Honourable friend Mr. Biswas know r s very well that 
the receivers June to furnish very bcav} securities. It may be personal 
security sometimes, but the ice ei\er lias got to account lor every cownc 
that comes into his hands. Besides Mr President what- is the proof 
that these trustees are, all swindlers'* ft creates a Jot of uneasiness in 
the minds ol 11 s all tins side, because this Bill is to be passed immediately. 
There are more important tilings which the public thought that the Gov¬ 
ernment should take notice of, but they slept quietly over them and 
did not take an\ notice, but this is not likel\ to hurt nmbodx, and I 
am really surprised that Govtrnmeut should simply blurt out that they 
have hundreds of instances where these people xull be penalised But 
is this a fact? Tlie\ have not been able to bring out even one instance. 
Again, w r herc is the decision of the Privy Council*’ If it was possible 
for Members to kn««w where, the Privx Council hud gone against the 
existing Jaw, of course, Wc might ha\e been able to take a proper view. 
I am surprised that my H<mouiable irieJtid Mr. Jadhav should so lightly 
treat the suggestion ot J)r. Ziauddm Ahmad. Dr. Zumddm Almiad said, 
if Government were so solicitous with regard to the preservation of old 
properties, they should hu\e been able to hung in some measure b\ winch 
those properties could be proper! \ tub 1 mustered 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav: Max 1 inform the Honourable Member that it is 
a provincial subject and the Provincial Governments may take it- up? 

$ 

Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim : Wlmt was the reph of the Govern¬ 
ment? It was a very unconvincing reph. My view is this. If the 
Bill had been introduced here and allowed to roam over all parts of the 
country, then public opinion would liu\o been available, we would have 
seen what the public Press had to sa^, what the platform had to say, 
about it. But to merely swallow the whole thing on the speech of 
f Mr. Basu and the Honourable the Law Member, I feel it is rather diffi¬ 
cult to do so. Mr. Das and others have taken the constitutional aspect 
of the case, and they have my suppoit. The Government India are 
the victim of many things, and this is uu instance in view. The Wakf 
properties of the Mussulmans will come under the mischief of this Bill. 

I am also surprised to see that Government lend their support to 
measures, which are likely only to benefit a few individuals only. 

With these few words, I support the motion of my Honourable friend 
Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin. 

Mr. S. 0. Sen (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce: Indian Coin* 
merce): I oppose the motion for reference of the Bill to a Select Com¬ 
mittee. This is a dilatory motion in par with the two previous ones, 
and I submit that the Bill need not have been put forward if it could 
not be passed at once. The whole object of the Bill is to prevent further 
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mischief being done The only principle underlying the Bill is to make 
good a wrong which 1ms boon done by reason of a wrong interpretation,— 
or as my Honourable friend Sir Lancelot Graham said, although it is a 
mistaken interpretation, it is a reasonable mistake committed by the 
Local Governments and it is the duty of the Government to come before 
this House and the other House and to pass a law by which to remedy 
the wrong which has been unintentionally done to the litigants who at 
very great expense had taken upon themselves a public duty to do good 
to the public trusts. As flic Law 7 Member rightly pointed out, these suits 
arc not of a private nature hut of a representative character as it is 
called. Thu plaintiffs represent the public but to represent the public they 
have to go through certain formalities, one of the formalities being that 
they should obtain the sanction of the Collector of the districts and of the 
Ad\ocate General in the Presidium towns. Under section 93 of the Civil 
Procedure Code the Local Gov< rninents ha\«* to authorise the Collectors 
or other persons to give sanction. The Local Governments throughout 
India took the view'ibat they could 1>\ general order authorise the Collectors 
hv general order to gi\r sanction The Pnv\ Council, however, considered 
that a general order was not sutVieient and that special order in every case 
wa- noeossnrv The result is that all Min*- im\v pending arc liable to be 
dismissed for no fault of the parties. Who is the person who will be 
benefited if this legislation is not passed** Tin* poor fellow's who launched 
into litigation for the public benefit would lose tile costs already incurred 
because the Government officials made mistakes. There is no constitu¬ 
tional quest mu involved in the in.liters that the Legislature is riding 
roughshod over the courts or the pidiei in That is not the question 
before us Tlu question before us is nierelv whether the persons who 
would ultunaleh suffer hv lc.i^-n of thi' decision of the Privy Council 
upsetting a praeMiv extending over f>0 years should be given any remedy, 
am dela\ will defc it th« ob|cef With the^o observations. I oppose the 
motion for Select Committee 

Sir Abdur Rahim: T support the motion to refer the Bill to Select 
Committee. As T list mod to mv friend the Honourable the Law Member 
in suimorf of the motion to take the Bill into consideration, it seemed to 
me that he has been landing into his old habits of an advocate. He has 
raised points which would he all rbdif in a court of law 7 ns oomim r from 
an advocate <-f a certain parfv, hut f do submit to this House that arguments 
likrt that are no answer to the important constitutional issue that arises 
in connection with this measure The point ho wanted to make was 
that these suits were suits with reference to public trusts and therefore 
the decision in those suits must bo treated on a different basis from 
decisions on other suits. 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter* No. no. 

Sir Abdur Rahim: It comes to that at anv rate that those suits must 
he treated on a different basis. Mv friend suggested that public endow¬ 
ments ouglit to be protected Is he prepared then to contend that all 
the suits that are instituted under section 92 of the Civil Procedure Code 
are rcrnllv bona tide suits and deserve to succeed? Does he not know by 
experience that many of these suits are mala fide and deserve to fail? 

The Honourable Sir Bro)endra Mitter: All we are saying is this—give 

the courts n chance to sny so. 
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Sir Abdur Rahim: That brings me to his next point, that the decision 
of the Privy Council was in regard to a question of procedure and 
therefore this legislature is entitled to set the Privy Council right. Is 
that a good argument? Is that a good constitutional argument; because 
the decision has been on a question of procedure, therefore this Legislature 
should take up the function of n court of appeal and set aside the 
decision. Questions of procedure are sometimes very important. Pro¬ 
cedure is often the essence of a suit and surely it is the court which is 
best fitted to say whether the rigid procedure has boon followed. What 
about questions of limitation? How many suils are not dismissed because 
they are filed a few days too late Prtma facie we may say this is very 
hard. Could you bring in a law to give relief to those litigants who 
have been too late? Litigants are sometimes badly advised by lawyers. 
In that case, is it any justification for the legislature to say—here are 
these poor litigants who were not at fault They engaged lawyers, paid 
them handsome fees in order to derive advantage from their legal experi¬ 
ence and technical knowledge and they ha\o been misled. Therefore 
we must set matters right. Is that rcallv the argument of mv Honour¬ 
able friend the Law Member? 1 should have thought that the Government 
would consider this as a serious question and not hurrv the Bill like this. 
They will be establishing a bad preeodent Are Government prepared 
to bring in Bills of this character whenever nnv such cases happen? 
I should like the Government to declare that They would he putting 
themselves in a very false position indeed if the\ took up an attitude 
of that kind. 

It has been said that this >s a \cr\ urgent matter A reeener has 
been appointed in some suit Several lakhs of rupees aiv in his hands 
and may have to he refunded to the trustees if the decision against, the 
plaintiff stands. That is the position What have the public been doing 
all this time and whv wore not proper steps taken in time against trustees 
who are now alleged by two or three members of the public to be in the 
wrong? Are there not manv cases of mismanagement in which no action 
is taken? Are there not honest trustees as well 0 Arc not. there trustees 
who are harassed hv interested litigants who easily get a fiat from the 
'Advocate General or the Collector or the Local Government in order to 
institute suits of this character? Can that be denied? The whole 
position really resolves itself into this You are saving that in certain 
cases litigants should not he allowed to take advantage of the law as 
has been interpreted hv the Privy Council. Is that the right position 
for Government, to take up? T am not interested either in endowments 
or in persons seeking to set. right the administration of anv particular 
endowment. T am raising this question ns it involves constitutional 
issues of very grave importance 

The Honourable Sir Broiendra Mitter: Tf T ^ understood my Honour¬ 
able friend Sir Abdur "Rahim rightly, he is supporting this motion. 

Sir Abdur Rahim: Tea. 

The Honourable Sir Broiendra Mitter: Then he accents the principle 
of the Bill and he wants this Bill to be referred to a Select Committee 
to see to the drafting. 
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Sir Abdur Rahim: That is the least that could be done now. 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: Either he was Bpeaking on the 
motion for reference to Select Committee or he was speaking on somen* 
thing outside that motion. I take it that my Honourable friend, the 
Leader of the Independent Party, would not be guilty of any error of 
procedure, and he was talking in support of this motion for reference 
to a Select Committee. Sir, acceptance of a motion for reference to a 
Select Committee means this that you accept the principle of the Bill, 
but that there are drafting defects which may be remedied in Select 
Committee. (Sir Abdur Rahim : “Not merely that.’’) Sir, not a single 
word has been said in criticism of any of the clauses of the Bill by my 
learned friend. Therefore I take it he has no quarrel with the drafting 
of the Bill. The principle is accepted and the drafting is all right. Now 
I should like to know how he reconciles the two positions he has taken 
up. He has not criticized any of the clauses. He attacks the principle 
of the Bill, and yet he supports the motion for reference to a Select 
Committee! Sir, neither the Mover of this motion nor my friend, Mr. 
Anu ar-ul-Azim. who supported this motion touched upon a single clause 
of the Bill. So, I take it Hint all the Honourable Members who are 
supporting this motion accept the principle of the Bill. If they accept 
the principle of the Bill, and they find no fault with the drafting then, 
I have got no quarrel with them 


Kao Bahadur B. L. Patil (Bomba v Southern Division : Non-Muham¬ 
madan Rural): Sir, I rise to support the motion for referring the Bill 
to a Select Committee. Tin* Honourable the Law Member just said 
that the Leader of my Party did not refer to any of the clauses of the 
Bill. I maintain. Sir, that- in effect he did refer to the clauses of the 
Bill in this way. He said that when a suit is dismissed, important 
rights accrue to a certain party Now the question before ug is, are we 
going to disappoint him 0 Are we going to take away his rights accrued 
after the suit has been dismissed? That is the point that- was made. 
Now let us consider some of the clauses of the Bill. There is a clause 
in that Bill that suits mlreadv dismissed after some date in November 
until the passing of this Bill into law will be restored by reason of this 
Bill being passed into law. Tf that is so, what provision have you made 
for making amends to the person whose rights you are going to take 
away now? That, Sir, was the thing that was pointed out by my 
Honourable friend, Sir Abdur Rnhim. and that is the reason whv I support 
this motion; because if this Bill goes to Select Committee, thev will at 
least make certain provisions for the benefit of persons who will suffer 
by reason of this Bill being passed. Then, Sir, my Honourable friend, 
Sir Abdur Rahim, discussed even* implication arising out of this Bill and 
he also touched upon the principles involved in this Bill. It is true that 
we cannot go against the principle, hut T submit that we get still another 
opportunity to throw away the Bill altogether and it is for that reason 
that my friend still spoke on the principle. Now let me point out that 
there is absolutely no hurrv for passing this Bill into law. It is submitted 
bv the Honourable the T,nw Member that if at all this Bill is to be 
passed, it must be passed in this session only because he says that tiie 
public trusts are in danger, that the trustees are likely to fritter away 
public money. I say this is very rare; because as a practising lawyer 
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1 know a number of vexatious suits filed against trustees simply because 
there is a private grudge, simply because they themselves are not the 
trustees. 

Then, Sir, xyliat is the procedure before suits are filed? A copy of 
the plaint is sent either to the Advocate General or to the Collector of 
the district and he considers the plaint from top to bottom and from 
bottom to top. He will consult his subordinates and he will take their 
opinion. If the mutter in question is a serious one or if he. thinks that 
really the property is in danger and that there is any possibility of 
mono) being frittered away, certainly hu will personally undertake to 
prosecute the case. If we look into the pro\ isions of the section, wo 
will see that there is discretion given either to two persons among the 
public or to the Collector or to the Advocate General himself to prosecute 
the suit. Therefore 1 sa\ in all eases where there is an\ serious danger 
to public money, suits are undertaken by the Collector or 1>\ the Advocate 
General. My Honourable friend tbo Law Member or the Honourable 
Member in charge of the Bill ma\ be knowing how man\ suits are 
actually filed by the Advocate General or the Collectors; will they look 
into tlieir records? I submit (hex must he very few and can he counted 
on one’s fingers. 

Then, Sir, I ask, is it fair that we should facrifiei the principle 
involved, or that w*c must allow some prupii(\ lo he wash'd rnvav? 
The former course. 1 think is inad\isable because, as mv esteemed leader 
submitted, we would be sitting up a utx had precedent Ts il proper for 
this Legislature to loud its helping hand to all defaulters, to all people 
who arc negligent and who have with e\e s wide open n^deeled to take 
proper precautions, to obtain proper sanction 9 For these reasons T 
heartily suppoit the motion for reference to a Select Committee 

I * V 

Some Honourable Members: The question max now he put. 

Diwan Bahadur Harbilas Sarda: Sir. T wish lo sav a wonl with regard 
to the two points which have roeentlv been made. If <-aiM fhnt this 

Bill makes the Legislative Assembly sit as a iudgo to correct the mistakes 
of the Privv Council. As T understand the Bill, tins is not a proper repre¬ 
sentation of the ease The Privv Council have interpreted the law in one 
wav. The Local Governments have interpreted it in another wav This 
Bill does not sav that we shall correct the interpret at inn of the Privv Coun¬ 
cil. This Bill has been brought in onlv because the Government think that 
the Local Governments have wrongly interpreted the law, and in order 
that the wrong interpretation mnv he set aside and that anv losses caused 
to people because of the wrong interpretation put upon it hv the Local 
Governments mav be made good, it is because of that that the Government 
have undertaken this Bill. T think it whs also asked, will Government 
bring forward sueh validating Bills a "a in 0 T think if such circumstances 
arise again, then it will ho the bounden dufv of Government to bring for¬ 
ward such Bills. If anv people, liti^nnls or others ore put to losq heeauso 
of Loeal Governments’ mistakes, it is the duty of the Government of India 
to put the thing ri"ht and validate these things so as to save the people 
from unnecessary loss. I think, Sir, that as the whole thin" was due to 
the mistake of the Local Government, the Government of India have done 
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very well in bringing forward this if ill, and 1 think we must thank the 
Government oi India lor so speedily trying to put things right. (Rear, 
hear.) We have to liiank the Government instead oi condemning it. 

(Several Members moved that the question be now put.) 

Mr. President: The question is that the question be put. 

The motion was adopted. 

Sir Lancelot Graham : Sir, 1 do not w isli to take up the time of the 
House but J think my Honourable inend the Law Member has conclu¬ 
sively shown that my Honourable friend Sir Abdur liuhim, at auy rate, 
thought lie was merely supporting a dilatory motion and did not realise 
that lie w.m accepting the principle ui the Bill. 1 he House has already 
given its decision mi the earlier dilatory motion, and although this motion 
m form is not a dilatory motion, I h.ive no doubt .it all in my mind that 
it really was intended to he a dilatory motion and there are no arguments 
for me to meet now because all those arguments have been put forward 
before. Then lore, 1 oppose this motion. 

Mr. President: The question i>. 

‘ Thai tlit* Bill Uk vunii.ua U'iLdiii »uih ifluting to publi, matters be referred to a 
Select v. omuiUlvo con-uM in 0 ol Mi Lam ou. Uiauum, Mi Amnu tftamin, l>r. /aauclum 
.\miii.iu, Mr .vi» • i• iui Milnuvx.iMiv, t apium U Ji t iiuuaiiu l«.i liiauu, Kao Jbauudui 

it. i'ulJtli 1 , Ml. S. 1 a/l il.14 J luu'iiu, Ml. L». AJ,i ALr. Aruai A util UUU, 
Mr. i\ .Viuueii, Miuai il.uu.ui.s ngn, Mi. uuiu/./am Samb Bafiailur, Mi A. li. Cniuzn«iW 
ami tin* Mo\t»i, witn in.-am uon^ u> lepoit in tm* he^ion ana itiat, tii© liumoei 

ot MPinbci* wnoMj jun'iko tiiail in* im*< es»*ary to loimutme a meeting oi the t om- 
imtlee snail bo live. ’ 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. President: The question is. 

“That U10 Bill to validate certain suits relating to public matters as passed by 
the Council of JSlato bo taken iulo eoiiMueration.” 

1 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 2 was added to the Bill. 

Mr. President: Clause o. 

Mr. B. Das: Sir, 1 beg to move: 

‘‘That clause 3 be omitted." 

1 do not mind Government passing clause 2 which is legislating to give 
effect from the date this Bill is enacted into an Act by the sanction of this 
House. But clause 3 introduces a phase which no elected Mezd* 
ber of this House should subscribe to, because here, wo are 
going to invalidate the judgment of tlio Judges, and why should 
we do it? 1 do not know whether this has happened in the 
past. My lawyer friends say that it happened once or twice 
in a blue moon. This is not a case which happens very often. As my 
Honourable friend Mr. Sen said, if mistakes had been made, they must be 
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recomuii. uui wxio committed ihe mistakes V It the Local Government 
iLLiae luiataixcij, tnuii uiuine mo Unocal uovumiuunt, buck me .Local Gov¬ 
ernment, uibiiiibs me uovanoi, mu .Uibinei .axa^i&uute uua eveiybouy. 
iiiven me Auvocttto uuuaui w no uuwbou me Uuveimnent never pointed 
out tnebe niibi.uii.eb anu luuay we eonuune me iin&iukeb 01 tne noeal Lrov- 
ermnentb anu nxivoeuie uenciaib. J. uni not nt-re noiuing a bnel lor Uie 
■Lueul uovcinmunib. i inuieioie bUggebi 10 lue j-ionouiauie ALcniuer my 
niend Cnr .Lancelot Gruiium, n lie subscribes to tup principle ot clause 3 L 
lie snouid bring it out in tne norm 01 an uiumancc ami nut take tne sanc- 
Won ol tile elected AJLcmbeis ol tnib Assembly. 1 iiut vs e siioum here legis- 
late against juuginentb passed by lug h ouuit Juuges, unu Juuges of 
Privy council unuer any luini ol procedure lb imoieruoie. Aluy 1 usk the 
Honourable the .Law At ember w miner he is going to introduce 
that iiractice into e\ cry tiling and into every kind of mistake^ 
wnich me Government ol inuiu make. 1 no not mink my Honourable 
friend tne .Law member would uuviso hib colleagues m tne Itxceulivo 
Council to no that, n he had given proper adMce, tnesc Urumanceb would 
not have been enacted. II the ilunouiable the Law .Member is so muck 
alive to the situation in the country, he would have strongly dirrerea irom 
his colleagues about the Ordinances. The ilunuuruble the Law Member 
m his lirst speech observed mat the opinions ui tne ruga courts and ixocal 
Governments have been collected aim the Government ol India nold cer¬ 
tain views . . . , * 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: 1 never said that opinions had 
been collected. What 1 said was that the High Courts, ail the Courts 
and ail tne Governments had gone wrong according to the judgment ol 
the Privy Council. Hitherto the view taken not only by Local Govern¬ 
ments but by the High Courts, the subordinate courts and by ail the law¬ 
yers practising m this country was all one way and that view now turns 
out to be wTong. The view universally held is now held to be wrong. 

Hr. B. Has: I am glad to know that all the High Court Judges have 
gone wrong. 1 do not mind clause 2 oi the Bill. But in clause 3 you are 
going to ask that the judgments already delivered should be quashed. You 
are invalidating certain judgments. Who is going to pay the costs of those 
parties? They will all bring out their taxed costs. I uder the terms of 
their contract, high officials of Government won’t pay. if the Honour- 
able the Law Member and my Honourable friend Sir Lancelot Graham are 
so anxious about the parties who are involved in this ease, why do they not 
put in another clause to the effect that these judgments will be quashed 
and the money that has been spent by the different parties will come 
from the pockets of the Local Governments, of course, Local Government 
means tax-payers' pockets. 

Hr. X. O. Neogy (Dacca Division: Non-Muhammadan Rural): Out of 
the pocket of the Law Member and High Court Judges, perhaps. 

Hr. B. Das: Or as my Honourable friend Mr. Neogy suggests why 
should not the costs be met out of the salaries of High Court Judges or even 
of my Honourable friend the Law Member. I think, Sir, thiB is a piece of 
jobbery. It is an outrageous clause which is embodied in this clause 8. 
It is a piece of jobbery. 
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Mr. 0. O. Biswas: It is a legislative jobbery.. 

Mr. B. Das: Yes, it is a legislative jobbery of which my Honourable 
friend Mr. Biswas is the inspirer. It is an outrageous way of doing things 
which I think every elected Member should oppose and vote down. 

Mr. S. G. Jog: On this side ot the Iloueu, as a Member <»i the Nation¬ 
alist Parts, I have got great respect lor my Honourable fraud Mr. Das. 

I gencrullv take him as a very ^afe guide to ioliow m all other matters 

except law As .1 la\\\er I think in this partu ul.tr c,im 1 imj.i use my 
own discretion even at, tin 1 risk 01 throwing in y revered tn* ivi • uhnird i 
can certainly excuse my engendering friend of not understanding the urgency, 
the niri'^sil \, the ••juitv and fie* • ot tin* me i-iijv t U b f.een 

introduced 1 can certain!, excusr* hun, but f am not />?*• f».«t* • i in cveuse 
m\ Imwmt friends w ho tale ,* dili»*r».ut \ww m tie- wh-d*- nn-My 
iloiiourabk friend*', vicc’otmn *- to ornif < I:tn-. .1 t'm iaectiealh 

tad:m j tlii* "mil out m tb. fvs!, I *fn "U.f - that ba\* .. d..n d ore 

not to h- 'fi-ri 1 I th*n h.ii tin r* in* d . ' h >i d'-e’d th- people 
suffer hr tin m # d., . , r '.i mail* pi h-s-d f-v whuh tin*\ are not 

al a)' n *.ftoi'*'P»le A p.«.r f icui r m w hu.- b**en taken to; n**nU * ct'dury, 
utid fort in win ! * •: mi oi" an «t • !, t \% i •* -i. M * » , ■ r * e and 

tor tli ' sh,.**id tlu |.e,-p»* -;if v * r i **\ ni* r: ■••• i ba\* been 

ehsr r ed w-th t '* , n* -.ther thin*:- .: the\ hid n<»? c , d th - l’» ii p-i e> »ved 
it m , -'urh h mb* hu: 1 *, fo> b»*m_ r n. »eli u. b***. t _ I 

hppn'.i tfr • ndll.i t'.f M» 1 K ' 

Mr. C. C. Biswas: > » l udi im. pom: u. ti * -«■ >. •-t .. .u 

I I r w i t :* • n ■» 1 t 1 i* l ,* 1 1-.«* f 'i 1 • aw is i t * ■ i ■ I i t , : i ,* 1 ;j t i 1 t 

l»n\ v ( 11*,ue ] h*’id * h - t in n .-rd in t : r m - m. .. . m » : • ! . %:.\t > 

1 1111 n. i *. ■ *i. w.in pi .»pp 11- * * on ■ Me i'J i ■* r:- • ,’d • »r*l. 
.iltli.• iab .ill ,tb ». th si\ty m* .r*' ruL w is hi Id to apph what happened? 
‘it,' u* iT lit ii* * 1 1, t * i v* in vi ainl th»*\ ,.dde'l a f r ms op >n th i !i»b m Limits* 

t, hj t b\ w hi- n 1 he\ p’oud. d 

An Honourable Member, rh..* *• > ■■ d * ■ ,.i. 

m ml-" 

Mr. C. C Biswas: 1 • iou.p.* t. .i ^*i ■ *b . n , 

ot ft', til 1 ' .111 1 ’ e., 11 ! It •" t '' V ll.« '• .*1 1" *11 t. * V • > \ \ |,t; ;l|. 

mi np n ( tin ImU, ,'ik'l i «.o pv'mtnm *.Iim t 'i*it'. . i. • Ntpi • h. m., u 

done m n g.i»*d (■' tho Iin..'ii 1 - :. 111 xt* i A* i •>- i>. n>» . • r. in cl p m r, 
of section i, (bvil l J ix>»'e.'U!“ Cod. ih »t Wri^ »b*’o. ,n ,*onsc 

ipieiu't oi «t ilt\ ht^r f»* t h* ■ Pi‘i\ \ (dined t *, t} 11 * efi* i ' :*Mt tin "lxtv 
ye.nv’ tule would not unpi\ . but th-' ti ; years *-ult I r-u< »■ «S 1 of 

tile {.imitation Vet ft laMi'sd' pi*- >\ »ded .flat wfnre t . m ^ the 

chum t»f an\ was \\heil\ or partly d.sinissed or.\Hiii.iii bed after 

a particular date because of tin* vn o T .d*nh\ tin* i’r-x s » • • n *■ 1 the eom*ts 
sliall restore such suit*-* upon applw aon made v : tlvn t \«> t i»- Imv-jusc 
thosi* suits would not have been li'.hb* t » l>e di<mi-^ed m- »n tm mo x \ ot 
the law, which had prevailed for a lon./ time hut w.*u ni-w N nne\pi Heilly 
turned down by the Privv Council The whole idea was to s;n e suitors 
from the consequencea of an unexpected decision. Exnr tl\ the same thing 
is happening here. If you hove the Bill, you must have clauses ft and 4. 
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Hr. C. S. Banga Iyer: Sir, there is just one word I want to say. I 
wish my Honourable friend Dr. Ziauddm Ahmad w T ere present here to 
witness the very enjoyable spectacle of the Chief Whip of my Party, 
Mr. B. Das, a martyr to conviction, cheerfully becoming a pleasant pin¬ 
cushion to Members sitting behind him. On this motion as on other pre¬ 
vious motions we have left the matter an open question and are animated 
by no animus towards the Independents (Hear, hear) on the undependable 
Benches. (Laughter.) 

Sir Lancelot Graham: Sir, there is really very little that I wish to say 
on this point, but I think we are doing the fairest thing we can do. This 
clause will have the effect of restoring the status quo ante and allowing 
the suit to be decided on its merits. I can imagine nothing more just, 
I therefore oppose the amendmenl 

Mr. President: The question is that clause 3 be omitted. 

The motion was negatived., 

Clause 3 was added to the Bill. 

Mr. B. Das: Sir, I move that clause 4 be omitted. I listened very 
attentively to the very short speech that in\ Honourable iriend Sir 
Lancelot Graham made and he said that in equity and fairness clause 
3 should be maintained. I should like to ask him one or two simple 
questions. I want to know why a decree that has been passed after the 
30th day of November 1931 should be set aside. Why not the 30th 
November of 1930 or some other previous 3 ear? 

Sir Lancelot Graham: Because that is the date ot the Pnv t > Council 
judgment. 

Mr. B. Das: If nn Honourable tnend was so kind and so fair to the 
litigants, why did he not think oi refunding the money that the litigants 
spent in the previous cases and which they fought and won? Will the 
Local Governments or the Government oi India bear those costs? Sir, 
I have heard it mentioned b\ previous speakers that the public is spending 
money at great sacrifice and the trustees are spending money for these 
law suits. 1 am not interested in these mutts, or waki^ or religious trusts, 
whether belonging to Hindus or Muslims. I am not concerned with the 
fact whether the trustees mismanage the funds in the name of the public 
or whether the original owner who is some mahant mismanages them. 
But when the previous speakers mentioned that the public are spending 
their own money like water, I ask them, who told them to spend their own 
money? They are spending that money surely with the idea that when 
they get hold of the three lakhs, which my friend Mr. Biswas said is 
lying somewhere in the bank, they will take a share out of that So, Sir, 
it is not a fact that those who have advocated this Bill and those who 
spoke on behalf of the trustees have done all philanthropic work. The 
trustees have some ulterior motives as also the other side, the old pro¬ 
prietors, the mahants , had ulterior motives. But I accuse the Govern¬ 
ment of the serious charge that they are doing something which is outra¬ 
geous and which should not be done on the eve of great constitutional 
changes., 

Sir Lancelot Graham: Sir, all I can say is that if I am doing some¬ 
thing quite outrageous, I am quite content to have a large majority of the 
House with me., 
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Mr. President: The question is that clause 4 be omitted. 

The motion was negatived. 

Clause 4 was added to the Bill., 

Clause 1 was added {o the Bill. 

The Title and JTeanible were added to the Bill. 

Sir Lancelot Graham: bir, 1 move that the Bill, as passed by the 
Council of State, be passed. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt (Burdwan Division. Non-Muhammadan Bural):, 
Sir, during tbe past ten years i have never lound the Government bo 
.very reasonable and so very alert to protect the interests of the people 
entrusted to its care. 1 congratulate the Honourable tbe Law Member as 
also my Honourable tnend behind who has been the mspirer of a Bill like 
this. We in Bengal certainly want that these suits should not be thrown 
out on a \er\ technical ground. At the same time 1 should be wrong if I 
w r ere not to stale beiore this House what 1 leel about tins particular piece 
of legislation and also about the judgment oi the Privy Council. Sir, 
every lawyer h aware oi the doctrine oi factum valet , and it was up to 
the ITivy Council to act up to that doctrine and say that when things 
have been going on ior a scries ot )ears like this they must accept it and 
not base their judgment on such technical llaws. 1 think tbe Privy 
Council was wrong in not acting up-to the doctrine of factum valet or ia 
it that they thought that tins was a case m which the doctrine of factum 
valet did not apply. In either case 1 believe that it is not for us to 
legislate so as to upset the judgment of the highest court of the British 
Empire. With all m\ .-omputhies lor those who would suffer if this Bill 
were not passed—in fact no one will be more pleased if this Bill is passed 
ior the particular ease to which reierenee has been made here; but at the 
same tune I cannot deny that this is neither our province, and it is not 
our dutv legislators, it l may say so, to enact a measure like this. I 
ask myself: have we ever found that when really the public charities and 
interests of the pour people were at stake, Honourable Members coming 
in such baste and introducing measures like this? 1 have not. Perhaps 
they have turned over a new leaf and I hope they will continue in future 
to do so., 

In the Bill w'hioh camo into our hands, I find the Statement of Objects 
and Iteasons is dated tbe 8th March, 1932. The swiftness with which 
this Bill w'as introduced in the House of Elders just to shut it out of not 
very obliging Members here, w T ho might file an amendment motion for cir-< 
culation, was very cleverly done. I wish that all this zeal had been shown 
in a better and a higher cause. If I am saying anything about the prin¬ 
ciple oi the Bill, it is because I feel that this Bill is certainly not a happy 
specimen of either the intellect or the heart of my Honourable friend over 
there for whom I have the greatest admiration and respect. In fact my idea 
has been that some one must have persuaded him to such an extent that 
he could not resist the temptation. 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: The force of public opinion. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: As for public opinion, I have not as yet found 
any meeting held in any part of the country, or either anything in the 
newspapers or elsewhere. I really welcome the provisions of the Bill 
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which is very salutary, and 1 am glad that it is going to be passed. All 
this I say (Laughter); but at the same time the lawyer’s sense in me 
revolts when I lind that the highest law ollicer of the Crown, alter a 
brilliant career at the Calcutta High Court and at the bar, and being 
Law Member, has become the victim of enacting such a measure as this. 
We also heard that this was loliowing a. decision ol the Privy Council; 
if that were so, I think i( was up to him to tome at that time, and when 
he did not come at tlic time but comes now, people should not be criti¬ 
cised it thc t > hold that there must he something behind, something 
at the bottom ol d all Whatever that might be. I congratulate 
my Jlonouiahle friend on iln- .Hill and l w hnle-lieartcdk accept 
the provisions ot the Ihil tea* the w illan <»1 tin public, hut 

I protest against tin m.mii'T m v. hah tlm I'-lj ha- been rushed 

through, and it thoie he any occasion m iuture I w ‘11 demand of 
Government !<• do tluiic.- Ida tin- whin tin* impiMim .nori^t- ol ju\ 
count r\ and m\ eoimnomtn d. mariti t . • n i if thi-\ lid tu du .nvthin 1 ' at 
that time, 1 wll s.i\ t 1 . 1 tin \ .lit not smeeir 1 hop< t In *\ will umelli- 
hrr this O* c*' nr-i on ||nn»m:ihh iru-ncl 11 t* I-..mi <•' th» lluii'-e is 
gom^ :i\\ii\ . 1 I : ov h< warn'd h.-ve !•• • n Mu. t ho p:t.n I In had 
been he’s* and an- t lie* Met*'In ■ * fit* ' h »\« 11 'in til i *• „ > i • • v • < h . . d\ . 
lmt T hope thm* -u.'i.i'" II ‘o'l.iw m «!•■ n f.. >\ j» - and h- m .urih 

he iron alt »*t -n pie^mn/ tin M.hk»- ro-red- aid i i *. -nf. r. m- t the 

peoph 

Mr. C. C. Biswas: Ibo o ! In i • !. .. ». yn. M m ,r , :i 

In tic V,i i lav the a o ’h 1 ^ 1 'l-d 'hi.'ki | (( i '■■»11_■ Iit > rwiid 

Mr. Amar Nath D’lt.t: V. - u,«| - < 1 su 1 : m hapm that tin- j'd, h«s 

cot te no 

Sir Lancelot Graham: Si I !•»«, m. n i t . fn.o { ii. id- , u p 
poi i« 1 r- --1 1 )t • t !■»•-( \\ ' - .'I | i • • u i ' l • G ! ' . od . 1 .i I - in t. ,\ 

fif * |k [I'll I ill oh I t l » ,, .( 1 1 » . 1 i i ' 1 1 ’ I 1 • * 

Mr. President: Th< mir-tion i- 

T’h.i 11 <■ Uil| u, v. 11•!..c* < »*)t.iu si.I* *•(. • . : p*i 1 ■ ■' . |..1 — I 

tli ' 1 < uun* il ■ i ^ 0 .:r hr p.a m* i ” 

The motion w a^ adopted 

Thf A^emhlv duo n<linurn'» 1 tiP F.lev«n o 1 th< O . *1 - \ Ti«-MJrn, the 
6th April. 1932.' 
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Tuesday , 6th April, 19W. 


The* Assembly met m the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at 
Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President m the Chair. 


MEMBER SWORN: 

Mr. James Richard Blair (Government of India- Nominated Official). 


STATEMENT BE SOUTH AFRICA. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Leader of the House): Sir, the 
House will remember that on Saturday last I intimated that a statement 
would be made on behalf of Government to-dav regarding South Africa. 
In the ordinary course that statement would have been made bv the 
Honourable Member m charge of the Department Sir Fuzl-i-Husnin, but 
as he is unavoidably detained in another place, I would ask your special 
permission, Sir, for the statement to be made bv Mr Bnjpai on his 
behalf. 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai ((inurnment ot India- Nominated Official): In 
accordance wilh paiagrapli 7 of the Cape Town Agreement oi 1927, dele¬ 
gates ol the (m\eniment of the Union of South Africa and of the Govern¬ 
ment of India met at Cape Town from January 12th to February 4th, 1932 
to eonsidei the working of the Agreement, and to exchange views as to 
any modifications that experience might suggest The delegates had a 
full and frank discussion m the Conference* which was throughout marked 
b\ a spirit of eordialitx and mutual good-will. 

2, Tiotli Governments consider that the Cape Town Agreement has been 
a powerful influence m fostering friendly relations between them, and that 
they should continue to co-operate in the common object of harmonising 
their respective interests in regard to Indians resident in the Union. 

3. It was recognised that the possibilities of the Union's scheme of 
assisted emigration to India are now practically exhausted, owing to the 
economic and climatic conditions of India as well as to the fact that 80 
per cent, of the Indian population of the Union are now South African- 
born. As a consequence, the possibilities of I and-settlement outside 
India. «-.s already contemplated in paragraph 3 of the Agreement, have 
been further considered. The Government of India will co-operate with the 
Government of the Union in exploring the possibilities of a colonisation 
scheme for settling Indians, both from India and from South Africa, in 
other countries. In this investigation, which should take place during the 

( 2963 ) A 
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course of the present year, a representative of the Indian community in 
South Africa will, if they so desire, be associated As soon as the investi¬ 
gation has been completed, the two Governments will consider the results 
of the inquin. 

4. No other modification of the Agreement is for the present- considered 
necessary. 

5. Before passing on to the Transvaal Asiatic Tenure (Amendment) Bill, 
Honourable Members would, perhaps, like me to comment on the more 
important points in the settlement which I have just announced 

(1) Recognition by the two Goveminents ot the need of continued co¬ 
operation in the common object of harmonising their respective interests 
in regard to Indians resident in the Union justifies the hope that friendly 
relations between South Africa and India, which are of such vital import¬ 
ance to 4 lie Indian community in lilt* Union, will continue 

(2) If had become increasingly evident for sometime Indole the Uonfe.r- 
ence met at Gape Town that Indian opinion l>oth in South Africa and in 
India had become unfavourable to the scheme ot assisted emigration to 
India. This was due to no shortcoming on the part ot either Government 
but primarily to climatic and eeon unic causes, and the tact that 80 per 
cent, of the Indian population ot South Africa were horn in the Union. The 
recognition by the Union Government that the possibilities of this scheme 
are now practically exhausted should he received with considerable relief 
by Indian opinion on both sides of the ocean 

(31 The proposal that the possibilities of land-settleineni outside India 
should he examined merely carries out an integral part of the 1927 Agree¬ 
ment It m.tv be welcomed on two grounds 

(i) If it results m a satisfactory scheme of land settlement, it may 
provide an outlet, espeeiall\ to the younger generation of 
Indians in South Africa, in a country where they may have 
greater opportunities both for economic development and for 
political self-expression 

(ii) The association of a representative of the South African Indian 
Congress in the investigation will not onlv I a* a valuable saf rt - 
guard for the inquiry, but constitutes an experiment m col¬ 
laboration between the Union Government and the Indian 
r*( mmunitv in South Africa which, it is hoped, will he extend¬ 
ed to other fields 

(4) The Agreement stands unmodified except is regards the scheme 
of assisted emigration to India and the proposed exploration of the pos¬ 
sibilities of land settlement elsew r here. This means, to mention onlv fw'o 
points out of the last Agreement, that the Government of Die Union con¬ 
tinue to adhere to the poliev of uplifting the permanent section of their 
Indian population, and that the Government of Tndia will continue to main¬ 
tain in. South Africa an Agent whose presence lias admittedly proved moRt 
helpful alike to the Indian community* in South Africa and to the promotion 
of friendship between the two countries. 

6. T shall now' endeavour to deal with the Transvaal Asiatic Tenure 
( Amendment) Bill copies of which are also before Honourable Members. 
The Conference decided that it should be considered bv a sub-committee 
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•consisting of two representatives of each Delegation. After discussion m 
the sub-committee Dr. Muli.n. who was one of Union representatives, 
agreed to place in formal 1\ before members of the Select Committee, which 
had prepared the Hill, the suggestions of the delegates from India. The 
results oi this consultation mav be summarised as follows: 

(1) Clause 5 of the Bill which embodied the principle of segregation by 
providing for the earmarking of areas ler the occupation or ownership of 
hind bv Asiatic** has been deleted. Instead, the Cold Law is to be amend¬ 
ed to empower the Minister of the Interior, after <‘onsult.ilion with the 
Minister of Mines to withdraw' un\ land from tbe operation of sections 130 
and 131. m so far as the\ prohibit residence upon or occupation of any 
bind hv eoloiiied persons This power will be exercised. after inquiry into 
individual eases bv an impartial commission piesided over bv a judge, to 
validab* present illegal oeeup.itious and to permit exceptions to he made in 
future I mm the occupational restrictions of the Cold Law It is hoped that 
liberal use will hi* made of tins new provision of tin* law so as to prevent 
the substantial dislocation of Indian business which strict application of 
the existing res? net ions would involve, and <n provide Indians in future 
with reisiinahlc tacihtes to trade in the mining areas without segregation. 

(2i The Bill has aLo been amended so as to protect fixed property 
acquired bv Asiatic companies up to 1st March. 1930. which are not pro¬ 
tected bv section 2 of Act 37 of 1919 This will have the effect ot saving 
muni Indian properties winch, though not acquired m contravention of the 
letter of the Act ot 1919. were acquired eontrnrv to its spirit 

(3) Local bodies, whom clause lO <>t the Bill required to refuse certi¬ 
fication of fitness to an Asiatic to trade, on the ground that the applicant 
thus not lawtullv carry on business on the premises for which the licence 
is sought, shall have to Meat a certificate issued by a competent Govern¬ 
ment officer to the effect that am land has been withdrawn from the 
restrictive provisions ot sections 130 and 131 ot the Gold Law ,»s sufficient 
proof that a coloured person may lawfully trade on such land As it is 
proposed to maintain hereafter a register of all lands in proclaimed areas 
where Asiatic occupation is permitted, such a provision should prove a 
valuable safeguard to tin* Indian community 

7 As against these important concessions it has to he recognised that 
the recommendations of the Indian Delegation that areas like Springs and 
de-proclalined land, to which the restrictions <.>» clauses 130 and 131 do not 
at present applv. should not be made subject to them, and that lease for 
ten years or more should not be treated as fixed pmpertv have not been 
accepted On the balance, however the amendments which, subject to 
ratification bv the Union Parliament, have been made in tin* Bill repre¬ 
sent a substantial advance on the original Bill 

ft I must apologise to the House for the length of the statement. 

1 have endeavoured to make it as brief as is compatible with clarity. 
Government had hoped that it would be possible to make the announce¬ 
ment earlier, but this was found impossible as the results of the Confer¬ 
ence have to be published m both countries simultaneously, and the Union 
Parliament reassembles only today after the Easter recess. Government 
trust, however, that keeping in view the difficulties inherent in the pro¬ 
blem, and after consideration of the statement which has been made today, 
Honourable Members will feel satisfied with the results achieved. 
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Mr. B. Das: May I ask a supplementary question. 

Mr. President .* The whole subject will come up for consideration on 
a Resolution and then the House can deal with it. 

STATEMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE. 

Birth and Death Bates in A.tmeii--Mekwara. 

Sir Frank Noyce (Secretary : Department id Education, Health and 
Lands): 1 la\ on the table the information promised in ivph to unstarred 
question No. 21 2 as-Lcd bv Khan Bahadur Haji Wajiliuddin on the 23rd 
March, 1032. 

Final reply to unstarred question No. 212 by Khan Bahadur Hap- Wujihuddin, regarding 
births and deaths in Ajmer City, asked on the 23rd March , 1932. 

(Ad interim reply was given on the 23rd March, 1932.) 

(a) (1) The figures quoted by the Honourable Member, which apparently refer to 
Ajmer Municipality only, are not quite correct. The correct figures are : 

Birth rate Death rate 

per mile. per mile. 

1912- 13.19 • 08 32*70 

1913- 14 .19-6.5 33-9.5 

(2) The number of deaths reported exceeded the number ot births registered in 
1913-14 by 1.238. It is believed, however, that the registration of births in that year 
was very detective. 

(b) No. What Major humsdon said was — 

“So largo an excess ot deaths o\cr births is due paith to the bad sanitation of 
the city and partly to imperfect registration of bulbs ". 

(c) A complete druinage scheme involving very large oxpondituio lias I eon prepared 
and will be carried out gradually as tunds permit. (.'o\ernment intend to do all they can 
to improve public health conditions m the* Municipality as soon as possible 


Bad drainage of Ajmer City 

Sir Frank Noyce: 1 la\ on the tabk* the mi urination promised in reply 
to unstarred question No 213 asked 1>\ Khan Bahadur Hup Wajihuddin 
en the 23rd March, 1932. 

Final reply to unstarred question No. 213 by Kh%n Bahadur Hup Waphuddin, regarding 
bad drainage of Ajmer Citu , asked on the, 23rd Man h, 1932. 

(Ad interim reply was given on the 23rd March 1932.) 

(а) A copy of Lt.-Col. Dff. Mullen's report is laid on the tablo of the House. 

(б) The attention of tho Honourable Member is invited to the reply given to part 
(c) of his question nc§ 212. 

Report referred to in the reply to (a) of the statem cut laid on the Table in reply to unstarred 

question No. 213. 

Drainage ,. 

As regards drainage, an expert ought to bo engaged to draw up a comprehensive 
scheme for the whole city, and this sc heme could be worked out gradually as funds wer e 
available. At present, although a lot of money has been spent on it at different time* 
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•thejdrainage is ludicrously defective. Kaisar Glanj is a hotbed of Typhoid fover in conse¬ 
quence of stillage water stagnating for want of proper drainage. I believe something 
might be done towards removing sullago and waste water from the higher parts of the 
city by means of two inch pipes leading from cisterns placed at tho higher levels to a 
reservoir outside the city wall at a low level and from thence taken to tho Tram Depot. 
The pipes are inexpensive, and this plan would do away with a certain amount of cartage 
within the city, a boon to be appreciated. 


DFK. MULLEX, M.D., Surgeon , 

Lt.-Col., 
Civil Surgeon , Ajmer. 


ifp.n DEATH RATE IN A.TMER. 

Sir Frank Noyce: 1 la\ on the table the information promised in reply 
to nnstarred question No *218 asked b\ Khan Bahadur Huji Wajihuddin 
on tho 2.‘bvl March, BW2 


Final reply to unstaircd question Xo. 2 IS by Khan Bahadui Haji Wajihuddin, regarding 
infant mortality in the Aimer Municipal n r ea a*Aed on the 23rd March, t932. 

(Ad interim icply U'av given on the 23rd March , 932 ) 

( a ) [ I ) Yes. 

(-) No 

(b) The correct figure." of birth and deatli rates in 1930-31 were : 

Mirths . . . . . . . .21 i'7 per rndo. 

Deaths . .33■ 9 por nulo. 

(c) Efforts are being made to improve the existing conditions by means of health 
P r opagundu t mat omit > and child welfaio work and by improving the Sanitation of the 
t°wn. 


Motor Mail ( ontracts in Bombay, Madras and Bengal. 

Mr. T. Ryan (Director (ieneral of Posts and Telegraphs): I lay on 
th;* taliJ * tin information promised in reph to parts (a). (b) and ( c) of 
starred question No, 818 asked by Uao Bahadur B. Patil on the 16th 

March, 19.T2. 


List of contract* for the carriage of mail* promised in reply to part* (a). (b) and,(c) of tht 
starred question No. SIS a*led by Bao Bahadur B. L. Batil on the 16th March 9 1932. 


Names 

of 

Presidencies. 

Particulars 

of 

contracts. 

Names 

of 

contractors. i 

| 

Amounts 

of 

monthly 

subsidy 

paid. 

Remarks. 

Bombay 

(1) Bombay city 

Messrs. Bombay 

Rs. 

7,000 



mail motor ser¬ 
vice, 

(2) Poona city 
mail motor ser¬ 
vice. 

Cycle and motor 
Agency, Ltd., 
Bombay. 

Messrs. Panchgani 
Motor Service, 
Poona. 

1,075 

i 
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Names 

of 

Presidencies. 1 

Particulars 

of 

1 contracts. 

! 1 

, Names 1 

of ; 

Contractors. , 

I 

Amounts 

of 

monthly 

subsidy 

paid. 

Remarks. 

Madras . 1 

(1) Madras «-itv | 

Messrs. The Garage ; 

Rs. 1 

11,000 1 


i 

mail motor ser¬ 
vice 

(2) Bangalore citv 

Ltd., Madras 

1 Messrs. Mackenzie 

2,000* 

♦The contract haw 

Bengal 

mail motor ser- 
! vice. 

(1) Calcutta mail 

& Co., Bangu- 
loro. 

Messrs The 

! 

1 

1 

1 

!<>,:>( K) 

| boon given to 

Messrs. The Ban¬ 
galore motor Her- 
viee for a period 
j of 3 years with 

| effect from 1st 

I April, 1032 on a 

monthly subsidy 
of Hs. *1,445. 


mot or service 

(2) Dmiapur-lm- 
plial mail motor 
service. 

{.*!) Pandii-Onuhati- 
Shillong mail 

mot or siM*viet*. 

Garage (Cal¬ 
cutta) Ltd. 

The* Manipur State 
Durbar 

Messrs The Com¬ 
mercial Cum¬ 
ing Co\., Ltd, 
Sinliong 

3,000 

2.0S3-.V4 
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\M\Vo\l.\M 

Mr. T. Ryan: I 1m\ on tin.- table tin- julonn.ition jinaniseil m lvplx to 
starred questions Nos 15 and alt) asked l>\ Mr hlnquit Sour on the 29th 
February, 1932 


Starred quest inn A J o. J la. 

(«) No; the Podma-tei (1 mu-i.i 1 de< idod to ,u<ept the tender hut ,t* • ept.iuce was 
not- communicated to the party comemed 

(6) The Superintendent retrained troin making the contract pending the lesult of 
a reference’by him to the Postmaster-General. 

(r) No. ‘ 

\d) Yes, under the orders of the Postmaster-General 

(e) Does not arise in view of replies to (e) and (d) above, hut the action of a 
subordinate officer in suggesting reconsideration of orders issued to him liefore acting 
on them is not necessarily out of older. 

Starred rjueMion No. 510. 

(o) Yes, except that the orders alluded to were not communicated to the tenderer 
and were not exactly * final ’ orders. 

(6) Yes, unless the invitation to retender he covered by the term “ negotiations 

(c) The first order was reconsidered liefore the execution of any agreement, because 
the Postmaster-General became aware that another tenderer was prepared to make a 
revised offer and accordingly fresh tenders were called for to give both parties an equal 
opportunity in the matter. 

(d) It is a fact that the tenderer in question holds the contract for another mail line 
Erode to Dharapuram. Government have no information regarding the testimonials 
held by him. 

< (c) The agreement was made with the present contractor because it resulted in a 
decided advantage to Government. The action of the Superintendent was approved by 
the Postmaster-General. 
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The Kail way Hospital at Nagpur. 

Mr. J. R. Blair (Government of India: Nominated Official): I lay on the 
table the information promised in reply to parts (a) and (b) of starred ques¬ 
tion No. 71 asked b\ Sir Hari Singh Gour on the 27th January, 1932. 


Statement giving the information promised in reply to parts ( fl ) and ( b) of starred ques¬ 
tion Xo. 71 asked, by Sir Hari Singh Gour on the 27th January, 1032, regarding the 
railway hospital at Nagpur . 

(a) You. 

( b ) Thn Medical officer at present m charge of the Railway hospital at Nagpur is an 
Indian. 

THE ANCIENT MONT ME NTS PRESERVATION (AMENDMENT) 

BILL. 

Present\ i ion of the Report of tiie Select Committee. 

Sir Frank Noyce (Set retarv, Department ol Education, Health and 
Lands) Sir, 1 present tin* Deport of tin- Select Committee on the Bill to 
amend the Ancient Monument* 1'reservation Act, 1904. tor certain pur¬ 
pose* 


THE CODE OF CI\ IL EKOCEDEKE (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Sir Lancelot Graham (Secretar\. Legisl.tiiu Jh p.iitmeiitj. 1 beg to 
move that tin Dili lurtln-r to amend the Code <>t Civil Procedure, 1908, 
tt>r a (<rtaiii purpose. ,i* p.i*M-d b\ the Council ol State be taken into 
i.on.sideratlon Tho^e Member* ot the Hou*< who have n ad the Bill will 
realise i hat it iv ,i very .small matter oj piocedun w lin h is ht ing dealt 
with l»\ this h giG.d mu It i* an addition to the Code oi Civil Procedure 
i'»i tin- pmposi *4 enabling r uurt* m British India to take evidence ior 
foreign trihunaL in civd apd eoimiieieial matters As pointed out m the 
Statement of Objects and lic.iMtn*. there is no specific provision m the law of 
India prescribing the po net lure to be tollowed in Midi matters, and it is 
desirable that the outlines ot the procedure t*> be tollowed should be shown 
in tile Code of Cml Procedure m order to secure a general uniformity in 
the practice of the \armiis High Courts and for the guidance and informa¬ 
tion of foreign tribunals That. Sir. is the whole extent oi the Bill. I 
do not think that it is iu*eo**arv for me to *a\ anvthing more at this 
stage. Sir, I move. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra (Chittagong and Hajshaln Division* Non-Muhammadan 
Rural): 1 do not move m\ amendment.* 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer (Knhilkimd and Kumaon Divisions: Non-Muham¬ 
madan Rural). We do not oppose this motion. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That the Hill further to amend the (\»do of Civil Procedure, 1908. for a certain 
purpose, as passed by the Council of State, bo taken into consideration.* 

The motion was adopted. 

Clauses 2 and 3 were added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and Preamble were added to the Bill. 


* “That the consideration of the Bill be postponed to tho next Simla Session.’ 
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Sir Lancelot Graham: I move that the Bill, as passed by the Council 
of State, be passed. 

The motion was adopted. 

THE INDIAN’ PARTNERSHIP BILL. 

Sir Lancelot Graham (Secretary, Legislative Department): I move that 
the amendments made by the Council of State m the Bill to define and 
amend the law relating to partnership be taken into consideration. 

Honourable Members will remember that this Bill was passed through 
this House in the earlier stages of this session. At that time an amendment 
somewhat late in the day was moved by my learned friend Diwan Bahadur 
T. Rangacharjar, and m accepting the principle of that amendment, we 
stated that we should have to re-examine the draft to make sure that it 
fitted in with the rest of the Bill. On a re-examination of the draft, we 
decided that it was desirable to make a formal amendment m the amend¬ 
ment passed by this House That, Sir, is the explanation of the amend¬ 
ment to sub-clause (G) of clause 30 of the Bill. No alteration has been 
nude m the principle laid down In that amendment. Then, another 
matter on which it was hinted in tins Hou^e that an amendment was 
desirable was in connection with some relief to be granted m matters of 
registration of partnerships. My Honourable friend Mr. Sen suggested it 
but he had not got an amendment tabulated to our satisfaction We said 
that we would examine* that proposal and if we approved of it. we would 
insert an amendment to tin* effect in the Council of State. That is how 
the* amendment came into the' Bill The third amendment is a purely 
drafting amendment to clause 11. The words. “Subject to the provisions 
of this Aet have boon added in order to make sure lhat then* is no clash 
between the different clauses of the Bill. Sir, there having been no amend¬ 
ments of substance made by the Council of State*, I do not think it is 
necessary for me to dilate at length on these formal amendments 1 there¬ 
fore move that these amendments be taken into consideration 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra (Chittagong and Kajshahi Divisions: Non-Muhammadan 
Rural): I do not. move mv amendment. 51 ' 

Diwan Bahadur Harbilas Sarda (Ajmer-Merwara* General): I rise to 
support the motion made by my Honourable friend Sir Lancelot Graham. 
These amendments have been made as a result of suggestions made in this 
House when the Partnership Bill was under discussion here. Though the 
amendments do not fully cover the ground which I suggested during the 
discussion, they go to a certain extent to give relief to small partnerships, 
and are useful to people who engage in small partnership business. I think 
we should all support the Bill; Sir, I support this motion. 

Mr. 0. 0. Biswas (Calcutta: Non-Muhammadan Urban): I was only 
waiting here for my Honourable friend Mr. Mitra to show in what respects 
this was controversial measure! 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member knows that Mr. Mitra did not 
move his amendment. 

The question is: 

“ That the amendments made by the Council of State in the Bill to define and amend 
the law relating to partnership be taken into consideration. 54 

The motion was adopted. 

* “ That the consideration of the amendments made by the Council of State in the 
Bill be postponed to the next Simla session.* 5 
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Mr, President: The* question D tlmf the following amendment made 
by the Counoil of Slate in Clause 11 he adopted: 

“ In ftuh’rinuw (I) of clause II, for tho words * Tho mutual rights and duties \ the 
words " Subject <-o the provisions of this Art, 1 ho mutual rights and duties ’ be substi¬ 
tuted.” 

The mot Kill was adopted. 

Mr. President: Tin* question that the following amendment made 
by the Council of State in Clause 30 he adopted* 

** For sub-clauHO {G) of clause 30 the following sub-clause be substituted, namely: 

4 (G) Where any person has been admitted as a minor to the benefits of partnership 
in a firm, the burden of proving the fact that such person had no knowledge 
of such admission until a particular dato after the expiry of six months of 
his attaining majority shall he on the person asserting that fact V’ 

Tin' motion was adopted 

Mr. President: The question is tliul the following amendment made 
b\ tile Council <>i State in Clause F>9 la* adopted 

“For sub-clause (-/) of clause (til, the following sub-clause be substituted, namely: 

‘ (4) Tins wet ion shall not apply— 

(u) to firms or to partners m firms wh»eh h«\»* n<» place of business in British 
India, or whose places of business m British India are situated in areas 
to winch, b\ notification under section 3."», this Chapter does not apply, 

or 

(h) In .my suit or claim of set-off not exceeding one hundred rupees in value 
which, in the Presidency-!owns, »-* not of a kind specified in section 19 
tit the Presidency Small Cause Court* Act, 1SN2, or, outside the Presidency- 
towns. is not of a kind specified in the Second Schedule to the Pro¬ 
vincial Small Cause Courts Act, 1 SS7. or to any proceeding in execution or 
other plot ceding incidental to or arising trom «n\ such suit or claim’.” 

Tin- mot 'on w us .uinpted 


THK INDIAN MERCHANT SHIPPING (AMENDMENT) BILL 

Sir Frank Noyce f Secret .tr\, Department of Education, Health and 
Lands) Sir I nm\e 

14 That the Bill further to amend the Indian Merchant Shipping Act. 1923, for certain 
purposes, he referred to a Select Committee consisting of Klmn Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin, 
Kunwar Haji Ismail Ah Khan, Sir Abdur Hahim, Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur, 
Mr. H. P. Mody, Maulvi Muhammad Shaioo Daoodi, Sir Hari Singh Gour, Mr. N. M. 
Dumasia. Mr. (i. Morgan, Mr. A. H. Ohuznavi, Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad, Lieutenant 
Nawab Muhammad Ibrahim Ah Khan and the Mover, and that the number of Members 
whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a meeting of the Committee shall be 
five.” 

I do not think that Honourable Members will desire ti long speech from 
me in support of this motion which. I uni happy to think, is an entirely 
non-oontroversiul one. The Bill like the department from which it 
emanates may be described as an omnibus Bill. It deals with a variety 
of subjects, but there is one connecting link between them, and that is the 
desire to improve the conditions of pilgrims travelling to the Hejaz. I 
may perhaps be allowed to offer a few* brief comments on the three main 
directions in which it is desired to bring about this improvement. The 
first is the modification of the existing system by which pilgrims either 
purchase lot urn tickets or make deposits with Government for the purpose 
of defraying the cost of the inward passage from Jedda. The existing 
section 208A. of the Bill already provides that pilgrims must either be 
in possession of return tickets or must make deposits with Government 
in order to defray the cost of their passage back from Jedda. This in 
practice has not proved quite sufficient. It is possible for pilgrims to 
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proceed on pilgrimage on ships other than ordinary pilgrim ships, an ex¬ 
perience has shown that many of them do so. it has also shown that 
the proviso to section 208A under which a pilgrim is also automatically 
exempted from the obligation to purchase a return ticket or make a deposit 
if he declares that he does not intend to return to India within three 
years after the date of declaration is also not sufficient. The declaration 
system had broken down not so much because pilgrims make a declaration 
with the deliberate intention of falsifying it, hut because they are ignorant 
of the full facts and tonditions <if life m the Hejaz, and have in conse¬ 
quence to he repatriated at (Jovemment expense within a few months of 
their departure from India The number of pilgrims who have laid to be 
repatriated at Government expense has steadiK grown during the last five 
years It was 188 m 1927. 179 in 1928, 189 m 1929, 887 in 1980 and 819 
m 1981 This cost of repatriation during the last two wars has amounted 
to over 11s. 18,000 It is tor tins reason that we propose to apply the 
obligation to purchase a return ticket or to make deposits with Govern¬ 
ment to pilgrims who proceed bv other than ordinary pilgrim ships and also 
to abolish the existing system of declarations I should perhaps mention 
that the Haj Inquin Committee would haw liked to abolish the system of 
return ticket* altogether and to insist on deposits in all eases Govern¬ 
ment ciuvfully examined this recommendation in consultation with the 
Mantling Haj Committer, hut win unable to accept it They felt that it 
involved an undesirable mterfeiviu r with the right of pilgrims to purchase 
return tickets, if tlu \ pnhrred doing so t ( , making deposits with Gov¬ 
ernment Th* figures th.it we ha\c obtained on this point .»iv <>f interest. 
In 1980-81, m id’ 22 pdgrmis, made deposits, whereas 8 991 took return 
ticket- An even muA important consideration which weighed with Gov¬ 
ernment was that P tic system of return tickets weir to i>< abolished, 
the It gal !iabdit\ to provide* ships ior tin* return journey ol pilgrims would 
fall oil them instead of on the shipping luinpuiiics It will he obvious to 
the House that this might involve Government m considerable difficulties 
and expense if the shipping companies considered other traific to be more 
lucrative than the return traffic from Jedda, and diverted their steamers 
to it in the middle or towards the close of the pilgrim season The return 
ticket system is therefor* to ht retained side by side with the deposit 
system, blit it is proposed to effect certain improvements m the working 
of that svst**m Better arrangements are to ht* made for ret unding to 
pilgrims or to their nominees or legal representatives the value of unused 
return coupons The waiting period at Jedda which is mentioned in section 
209A of the main Act will he reduced from 25 to 15 days in the east* of 
return ticket holders who apply for accommodation ior the return voyage 
during the hx weeks following on the Haj day. The unclaimed value of 
unused return coupons oi pilgrims is to he recovered by Government from 
the shipping companies and handed over to the Port Haj Goinmittees for 
application towards the benefit of pilgrims. These are, I venture to 
think, marked improvements on the existing system. 

The next direction in which it is sought to improve the conditions of 
pilgrims on the voyages is the obligation which this Bill wull place ont 
shipping companies to provide cooked food for the pilgrims. There is no 
doubt that, at the outset, this alteration in the existing system will not be 
altogether welcomed by the shipping companies, who may find it difficult 
to comply with it, and it may not be welcomed by the pilgrims as thev 
may not always be able to get exactly the food they would like. But 



2973* 


THE INDIAN MERCHANT SHIPPING (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

the present condition of affairs is undoubtedly unsatisfactory. It is most 
insanitary to have cooking done all 'over the ship, and there is also a very 
considerable danger of fire, I cannot but think that, after a short experience 
of the new system, the shipping companies and pilgrims alike will wonder 
why the old one was allowed to continue so long. 

The third and perhaps the most important of the three main improve¬ 
ments that the Hill seeks to bring about is the compulsory immuniza¬ 
tion of pilgrims against cholera and small-pox. This proposal gives effect 
to a recommendation of the Haj Inquiry Committee which 1 am glad to 
inform the House has received the unanimous support of all quarters. It 
is calculated to safeguard the health of pilgrims, and, what is most im¬ 
portant, to minimise the chanees of their being required to land at 
Kamaran the quarantine station in the Keel Sea on the outward journey 
for purpoM s of disinfection. In tins respect we art* following the example 
of the Netherlands Hast Indies Government. which has adopted this system 
lor a long time past, and also that of the Straits Settlements. It should 
save the pilgrims a great deal of trouble If it is adopted there will he 
no likelihood of their being held up at Kamaran, and this will probablv 
sa\e a da\ on the voyage. Vaccination against small-pox is I think 
<\>mpuls..r\ j.livad\. but that against cholera is only voluntary. It has 
mad" rapid omhs hut it will lx* ol>\ious to the House that one unino- 
eiilated passenger *>n a boat m\ol\es as great a risk as a ver\ much larger 
number \rraiig* incuts udl hr made to iiiiimini/o pilgrims m their own 
districts as far .is possible, but in the case of pilgrims who are not 
miMum/t d inoculation and \acemation udl be « arried out at tin ports 
ol embarkation These, Sir, arc tilt* mam piousmiis of tin* H 11 There 
arc mui.ii oth*Ts «,! less importance »>t which l might perhaps mention the 
prousioii n the Hill for medical attendance wlrch will m future he pro¬ 
vide d fict . a** an example oi the steps Government art* taking to improve 
the* conditions of pilgrims It is unnecessary to explain the vrinus 
clauses m gnater detail The object of the B.ll, ,u I have said, is to 
carry out the recommendations of the Haj li\quir\ Committee and I am 
sure it will commend itself to the House. 

Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi (Tirliut Division Muhaunnaduti). 
Sir, l am glad that the recommendations ut the Haj Inquiry (Ammiiti.ee 
have at last moved the Government ot India to bring up befoie this 
House a Hill of this nature I ha\e read the Hill under discussion, 
but 1 find there .ire some provisions which are not in conformity with 
the recommendations of the Haj Inquiry Committee. I remember that 
the conclusions at which we arrived were come to after most anxious 
consideration at that tune, and after a great endeavour on our part to 
bring into line with us the views of our esteemed 1’reside lit of the Com¬ 
mittee, Mr Clayton. 1 have not yet been able to find out why there 
is that difference on those questions on which the Haj Inquiry Committee 
have reported; but as the Hill is going to a Select Committee, we shall 
have an opportunity to discuss the matter again. Sir, I reserve my right 
of opposing those measures which are against the Haj Inquiry Committee’s 
recommendations. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions: Muhaim 
rnadan ltural): Sir, I do no( feel very happy about certain clauses in 
this Bill, but as it is going to be discussed in the Select Committee, I 
hope that Committee will modify them. I draw particular attention 
to clause 15 which provides that if any pilgrim on board a pilgrim ship 
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* cooks any food and lights a fire, he shall be liable to a fine which may 
extend to fifty rupees, bir, we know what these pilgrims are; probably 
some arrangements must be made for' their hookahs and \arious other 
matters. I think some of the provisions might pro\e harsh to these 
pilgrims. There are some other clauses which call for consideration. I 
hojXi the Select Committee will look into all these matters, and that 
when the Bill comes back, all these objectionable things will be remo\ed. 
I hope that the Government will adopt a sympathetic attitude towards all 
the real objections brought forward for discussion in the Select Committee. 
I congratulate the Government for bringing forward this Bill, which ought 
to have really been brought up about a year ago This Bill is m keeping 
with the recommendations of the Haj Inquir\ Committee's Keport, and 
1 support it. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad (Patna and ( hota Nagpur cinn Orissa 
Muhammadan 1 : Sir. at this moment I shall oiil\ congratulate the (So\ em¬ 
inent on their bringing forward this measure 1 do u»m ,>t corn's* agree 
wfifcli all the provision* in the Bill, hut as 1 am mw*lf n member <>t 
the Select Committee 1 do not go into them at this moment Sit, 
I support this motion. 

Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur (South Madras Muham¬ 
madan; Mr President. I feel bound to congratulate tin* Member in charge 
on having made the motion that the Bill should }>e referred i«» a Seleet 
Committee. In the Bill. Sir. there is one healthy feature which relates 
to the quarantine at Kamatan. which was causing a yivat deal of annoyance 
and hard du n to pilgrims, and there was a line and ert raised against 
this quarantine. When our Committee went to all the important centres 
in India and examined all these questions, we gathered from ihe evidence 
that the pilgrims were put to many hardships and difficulties in Kamanin 
I am glad that our recommendations, so far as the qiiaiantine is concerned, 
have been approved. But as regards the subject of n turn tickets, we 
were informed by the Mover of this motion that the Government could 
not agree with us. Sir. our Committee consisted of six members presided 
over bv Mr. Clayton, T.C.S. All the seven were unanimous m all the 
recommendations. 

We w*ere holding vehement discussions on important and momentous 
questions, and we came to unanimous conclusions which found a place 
in our recommendations. After so long a time, we heard that some of the 
recommendations of ours, particularly as regards return tickets, have not 
been accepted by the Government. The difficulty is this, and it was* 

pondered over by all the Members. The evidence, which we are sorry 
to see not published by the Government for financial difficulty, would 
have convinced the House that the return ticket system did not find 
favour with many pilgrims, because many of the pilgrims do not take the 
same route when they get back to India. Some of them take the land 
route and some of them do not return at all but settle down either in 
Mecca or in Medina, and the Shias settle down generally in Karbala 
or Najaf. So, we were not at all willing to impose any hard¬ 
ship on them. So far as repatriation is concerned, I think the Gov¬ 
ernment could have met that question very easily if they hud simply 
followed the recommendations of the Haj Inquiry Committee. As has 
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been observed by preuous speukers, this is not the final stage of the 
Bill. When this is referred to the Select Committee, we can go into 
all these questions, and 1 hope the Honourable Member in charge, or 
ins Secretary, will give in at least in some of the momentous questions. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Huaain (Member for 
Education, Health and Lands): Sir, I am very glad that Honourable Mem¬ 
bers who have taken part in the debate have been appreciative of the way in. 
whieh my Department litis dealt with the Deport of the Haj Inquiry 
Committee. Melon* I proceed to deal with a lew pomts that have 
been raised, may I give a hirds-cye view 01 the history of this legislation 
<md the one included in the two Hills that have been already introduced. 
The reason for my taking up a tew minutes of the time of the House m 
doing so. is not anything that has been said by Honourable Members on 
the floor ot the House but certain false statements, certain half-truths, 
certain misrepresentations that have been made m the public Press, attack- 
mg not only the supposed inaction of the Government of India but also 
\ery seriously reflecting on the efficiency and capacity for work of the 
Standing Haj Committee, which reflections I, its Chairman, know are 
altogether undeserved. What are the charges made, the House may ask 
me. which you seem to lie anxious to icpudiate? The charges made are 
something like these The Government of India and the Department 
concerned have turned a deaf ear U> all the Muslim representations on 
the subject ot the Haj, the Haj Deport was made, but the Government 
of India kept sih lit lor two years and took no steps. But the gentleman 
who made statements h*>m which the Prtss comment* d also professes 
great interest in the Haj I will not e<» into his own history during the 
last lew years, w It* t her in India or outside India but content myself by 
showing whether ,«s ,t matter of tact the Go\eminent ol India and this 
House ha\e been «*»• hu\e not been solicitous of tile wvlt.jv .»f the Haps. 
As tarly a* September 1928, a Desolation was moud m the Legislative 
Asseiiiblx desinntr tin appointment of a Ha] Inquiry C oinunttee That 
Desolution was promptly followed b\ tin* .ippuiniineiit of a Haj Inquiry 
Committee m tin* m \t m **1011 of the Assembly, that is to say. March 
1929 \ \ ei \ strong Ha] Jnqmr\ Committee " appointed consisting 

ol S ot 9 Mciuhets most ol them from the Assembly, some from the 
Conned <>i State, and only one from outside. That Committee toured 
throughout India and spent one lull \ear, a«s mam as ‘Jot) associations 
and individuals sent m written opinion* m uiiswei to their questionnaire, 
which yyas very '*uretull\ trained A large number of wituesse* were 
orally examined. They did their duty thoroughly They submitted a 
very carefully considered leport, embodying as many ns 219 recommenda¬ 
tions, and most of them, if not all, wer^ unanimous rtcommendations. 

An Honourable Member: All were unanimous recommendations. 

The Honourable Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : Except for a little bit here 
and there. The Committee cost the State two lakhs of rupees, to get this 
w’ork done for the Hajis. They made their Deport without any avoid¬ 
able delay in March 1930. Therefore, to say that the Government of 
India turns a deaf ear to all representations concerning the Hajis is a 
hare falsehood. The man who made that statement was himself a witness 
before this Committee and therefore he could not possibly avoid admitting 
that Government did something in the matter of helping the Hajis. But 
he proceeds to say, having appointed that Committee, since then Govern¬ 
ment have done nothing. That again is untrue because when the Report 
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was out in April 1930, Government took several steps, firstly the Report 
was in English and Government was able to secure the co-operation of 
a public-spirited Muslim, Maulvi Firoz-ud-Din of Lahore, who translated 
the whole Report into Urdu at his own expense and published it. 

Again Government proceeded to deal with these recommendations 
straightaway. Rut the critics outside and some of the Members of this 
House appear to think that because this legislation has been produced 
after two years of the making of the Report, therefore it is a long time 
taken by Government. It should be remembered that in the first place 
not only had these recommendations to he considered by the department, 
but Local Governments had also to be consulted, in particular the Govern¬ 
ment of Bengal and the Government of Bombay That was not all. 
We had also to consult certain authorities outside India, in particular in 
Jeddu. We had to consult the Foreign and Political Department; w r e 
had to consult the Commerce Department: and Honourable Members 
know that when so many interests and so many departments are m\olved, 
it is not easy to make rapid progress Howe\er I may mention that soon 
after the Report was published, my Department took up dealing with 
it, and a large number of meetings of the Standing Raj Committee were 
held. The tiist one was held as early as 5th duly, 1930. and during 1931 
four meetings were held, one in February , one in March one m September 
and one in November, and all these meetings were \er\ well ittended 
It was in these meetings that Government were able to deal with all the 
recommendations made by the Haj Inquiry Committee When Govern¬ 
ment were able to accept am recommendations straightaway, intimation 
of that acceptance was given to the Standing Uoinmittec. Those we 
felt doubtful about wire discussed in the Standing Haj Committee, and 
where the Committee was unanimous, there, so far as I recollect, Go\em¬ 
inent invariably accepted their recommendation. It was onlv m very 
few cases where the Haj Committee was divided, that in one or two eases 
Government might have failed to accept the recommendation of the 
majority In e\er\ case where Go\eminent was not able to accept, it 
was on the ad\ice oI the Standing Committee Therefore it k for the 
Honourable Members to judge bow far this representation that Go\ eminent 
have turned a deaf ear is true, if it is not an actual falsehood 

Ttv.n it ma\ be urged, how can the pub Yu* know what \<>u ,nv doing 
The Standing I la) Committee meeting is not like a public inciting of 
which everybody comes to know. That is perfectly true, and Government 
were not content, with dealing with these matters m the Standing Haj 
Committee, hut a large number of communiques were issued from time 
to time* Tin* first one was issued as early as February 1931, wherein 
a reduction of fares for the Haj was announced This gentleman who 
professes so much interest in the Hajis has failed to realise that It was 
the Standing TTaj Committee wdiich met the shipowners and persuaded 
them to reduce the fares, and that reduction was communicated to the 
public through a communique dated the Oth February. 1931. Another 
communique was issued on the 27th October, 1931, telling what action 
had been taken on the recommendations of the TTaj Inquiry Uoinmittee’s 
Report up till that day, and that Government was proceeding with the 
rest of the recommendations. Again, on the 23rd November. 1931 another 
communique was issued, another on the 10th December. 1931, and still 
another on the 21st January, 1932. For any one to sav that Government 
ivere taking no interest in these things is nothing short of an absolute 
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untruth. It has been asked, what has been the fate of these 219 recom¬ 
mendations made by the Committee. Sir, so far as I recollect, nearly 
180 have been accepted as they stood, another 80 or 40 with very slight 
modifications on the recommendation of the Standing Haj Committee, 
19 have been rejected, at least 17 or 18 of them with the concurrence 
of the Standing Haj Committee, and on another 40 or so suitable action 
has been taken because they were not recommendations that could be 
either accepted or rejected, but only called for certain steps to be taken. 
Last of all, but not the least important of all, three Hills have been 
prepared and have already been introduced One of them is being sent 
to the Select Committee, the other two v\ i 11 follow It is much to be 
regretted that people come to Members and Secretaries of Government, 
see them, place their points of view before them; they are told actually 
what is being done; and knowing all that. they go out and publish state¬ 
ments to the effect that the Government of India turn a deaf ear to 
even tiling I trust not only that tins attack on the efficiency of the 
Committees of this House will he considered imfavourabh by this House, 
but that a practice of tins sort is one to he discouraged in the interest 
both of this lb,use as well as of the Government 

Now, Sir with refeicncv to the two or three points mentioned by 
the Honourable Members. I .issiuv them that Government are ready to 
consider any suggestion they wish to make m the Select Committee. 
The question o! letuni tickets <,r deposits was one on which, in the 
Standing Committee itself, there v\as a great divergence of opinion. 
All the arguments that apply to deposits equally appl\ to return tickets. 
There was the question of people going to Xajaf and settling down in 
Hejaz, and returning overland We were assured that as in the case 
of deposits, so in the case of return tickets, the money for the return 
passage will he refundable to the person who conies and say s after a 
particular tune that he is going to settle down in the Hejaz. or that 
he is not going back at all and so on. Tn other words there was no 
difference between the two except from the shipping point of view. The 
shippers said they would not have their right to sell return tickets 
curtailed, and we had to decide whether we could force this down their 
throats or not T daresay there may be a wav of doing that, but short 
of Government shouldering the responsibility of running tlie traffic 
itself, we felt we could not do am thing else That is why that parti¬ 
cular tecoinmendation. to which reference was made and on which, as 
I said, then* was ,i difference of opinion. Government could not but 
embody in the Hill the \iew it his taken All other points are such 
that it will he found <>n further study of those that there is practically 
no difference of opinion 

Mv friend Dr Ziauddm showed some solicitude for th* hookah smoker. 
If he reads the Report of the TTaj Inquiry Committee, he will find that 
the mauhmas who have nerved on that Committee were not unmirdful 
of the inconvenience they might cause hut felt, that approach to Western 
standards by the hookah smoker will nof be altogether to the detriment 
of the best interest of the Hajis 

Mr. C. S. Ran?a Iyer fRohilkund and Kumaon Divisions: Ncn- 
Muhammadan Rural)* Sir. T beg to move that the name of Bhai Parma 
Nand may be added to the Select Committee 
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The Honourable Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: I understood that the Leader 

of the Nationalist Party wishes to add the name of Bhai Farma Nand. The 
Mover of the Resolution has consulted me and he says he has no objection 
to Bhai Parma Nand's name being added as well as that of another aspirant 
to serve on the Select Committee, Haji Chaudhurv Muhammad Ismail 
Khan of Bengal. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That the Bill further to amend the Indian Merchant Shipping Act, 11)2:1, for certain 
purposes be referred to a Select Committee consisting of Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin, 
Kunwar Haji Ismail Ali Khan. Sir Abdur Rahim, Maulvi Sayul Murtuza Sahcb Bahadur, 
Mr. H. P. Mody, Maulvi Muhammad Shafts Daoodi, Sir Han Singh (Jour, Mr. N. M. 1 lumas ia, 
Mr. G. Morgan, Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi, Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad, Lieutenant Nawab Muham¬ 
mad Ibrahim Ali Khan, Haji Chaudhury Muhammad Ismail Khan, Bhai Parma Nand 
and the Mover, and that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to 
constitute a meeting of the Committee shall be live.'* 

The motion was adopted. 


THE TEA DISTRICTS EMIGRANT LABOUR BILL. 

Hie Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore (Member for Industries and Labour): 

Sir, I beg to move * 

“ That the Bill, to amend the Juw relating to emigrant lab (Hirers in the tea districts 
of Assam, be referred to a Select- Committee consisting ot Sir Couhhji Jehangir, Mi. 
K. Ahmed, Mr. C. C. Biswas, Mi. Abdul Matin Chuudliury, Mr. A. G. Clow, Mr. Tin Tut 
Mr. H. B. Fox, Mr. X. M. .loshi, Mr. B. N. Misra, Mr. H. P. Modv, Mi. G. Morgan, Mr. 
T. R. Phookun, Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh, Mr. K. P. Thumpati. Mi. Muhammad Yamin 
Khan, Sir Frank Noyce, Mr. S. G. Jog and theMo\er, and that the number of members 
whose presence shall bo necesMiry to constitute a meeting oi the Committee shall bo fi\(?.’* 

Sir, I now a»k the House to accept the principles ot tins Bill by ^end’ng 
it to a Select CommitU m The first principle is the accept* 
1‘ Noon. mice, as ail ideal policy of tile removal ot restrictions oil and 
impediments to the free movement ot labour I do not think that anybody 
in this House will object to that polios which lias tin* endorsement of two 
Ro\al Commissions - But it nun be that that policx max not he susceptible 
of complete acceptance here and now without some temporary modifica¬ 
tion or qualification, and we have therefore provided ill the Bill for power 
to exercise control over the forwarding or the recruitment of labour to 
Assam or over both, should this become necessary in the interests of the 
emigrants. Our position is that we would like to see all restraints removed, 
but realising how easy it is for abuse to creep in, we have provided power 
to impose control should this be necessary 

The next principle of importance is to secure to the emigrant to Assam 
the right of repatriation. That is a matter of grant importance. It is 
perfectly true that this will lay a statutory burden upon the employer. 
But I venture to think that his gain will also be substantial. His labour, 
feeling that their return to their homes is definitely secured, will be more 
contented and for that reason more efficient. We are providing for a defi¬ 
nite right to repatriation at the end of three years, and we are also pro¬ 
viding for the exercise of that right before the expiry of that period i» 
certain definite eventualities. 
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These, as fur as I can see, are the main principles of the Bill. The 
other provisions of the Bill deal with procedure machinery and other 
necessary details. 

I think I otighl to say a few words in regard to m} motion for reference 
to a Select Committee It has been actuated bv a desire to get on fi8 
rapidly as possible with labour legislation, subject of course to the neces¬ 
sity tor ensuring publicity in regard to «>ur proposals. I ought to explain 
to the House that the revision < I e\Mm <j labour legislation in regard 
to Aw^fn ,1 b.is been the subject of di.-eii'—ion with Local Governments so far 
a^ it concern^ tlie removal of rest net ions and control ever since the year 
192b. \s a matter of I act in 192S we actually framed a Bill on this matter 
and we referred that Bill toL'>cil Governments But, as the Labour Coin* 
mission had then been appointed we eoijsirleied that it would be advisable 
to leave the w holt question tor the consideration and examination of flic 
Labour Commission 'flu* (’ommission examined this question with gieat 
care, recorded lmvli evidence relating to this subject, and 1 may sav that 
IhL Bill with certain slight deviations embodies the unanimou- recom¬ 
mendations of the Labour Commission 

It onlv remains for me to say that so far as we art' concerned, if the 
House accepts this motion, we propose that the Select Committee should 
meet shehllv betoie the next Simla Session begins. In tin* meantime, 
we shall be glad by executive older to circulate this Bill for eliciting 
'pillions therein), so that stall criticisms as may be available will be before 
tin Select Committee brfoie it starts upon its labours. In that way, we 
hope that much tune will hr spared and that we shall be able t«> get through 
this legislation as early as possible and thus leave the stocks free tor other 
legislative measures. Su\ I move. 

Mr. K. P. Thampan (WoU-^t and Nilgiris. Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) Sir, 1 In uitilv accept the mam principles embodied m tlu> Bill, 
uni whih doing s.» l wish to make one tr 1 \\«> obsei v ations As tar as 
umgratiun, repatriation and other kindred things are concern'd, this 
Bill is Lulls perleit, but tin re are <*nc or two very important matters 
which, aeeoiduig to my \m\, have bei n completely neglected In the 
fir-t place, the Loyal I'onuni^i'in on Labour in chapter XXI vt their 
Report have suggested a statutorv mnehinerv tor fixing wages In subse¬ 
quent Chapters, they make a special tvroinim ndiitinn for a Board of Health 
and Welfare, liiaternitv benefits and other things Regular and prompt 
pavuif-nt of wagi s has also to be naturall' provided for All those things 
have been completely left out in this Bill. Perhaps the Honourable the 
Mover is taking refuge in the belief that they art' matters for Local Govern¬ 
ments to deal with, but. Sir, wo know how the machinery of Local Govern¬ 
ments moves in this eouutrv. Unless the Government of India bring pres¬ 
sure tv hoar upon the Local Governments, legislation on these matters are 
not at all likelv to be undertaken T therefore request the Government that 
they should consider earnestly whether it will be possible to include these 
provisions also in some form or other in this Bill; otherw ise, they must 
press upon the Local Governments timperative necessity' of taking up 
immediately the necessary legislation on those lines, unless that is done 
we will bo tackling onlv the fringe of the problem. With these few W'ords, 
I support- the motion to refer fho Bill to a Select Committee 

Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury f\ssnm* Muhammadan) : Sir, this ip a 
very important measure, ft will affect the future happiness and well¬ 
being of thousands of workers in Assam tea plantations. It is therefore 

B 
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very necessary that the House should realise the true implications of this 
Bill, that it should have an idea of the dangers and pitfalls to which it 
exposes emigrants to Assam tea gardens, and that the House should 
examine very carefully the sufficiency oi the measures that are proposed 
to be taken to safeguard the interests of labour. This Bill is primarily in¬ 
tended to facilitate the How oi labour to Assam lea gardens. It is intended 
to remo\e the restrictions that hamper the flow of labour to Assam planta¬ 
tions and to sohe the problem of scarcity of labour which the tea gardens 
are supposed to be suffering irom. Mow, in a poor country like ours, 
where tin employment is chronic, it is pertinent to inquire win is it that 
labourers from distant parts ol India do not Hock to Assam gardens when 
there is a great demand lor labour then* Win i^ it that sotm ol the 

Local Governments find it necessaiy to prohibit recruitment lor \ssum 

tea gardens in their own jurisdiction, and win is it that the tea planters 

find it necessary to spend much as Ils ]f><) per n cruit to get labourers 

from outside? On no other industry. Sir, in A^un is it necessary to 
spend mom y on reel idling organization. The Assam Oil Company at 
Digboi is able to attract recruits w ithout any recruiting organiz.ition; the 
B. O. C. oil welK in Kylhet and Cachar are worked with local men Assam 
sends labourers even to other parts of India There are about 4,<M>0 labour¬ 
ers from up own district, Nylhef, in Jamshedpur. Tn Calcutta, Howrah 
and Kiddeiporo there are about 10,000 um»inplo\od men irom Sylhet 
waiting for opportunities of employment in sea-going vessels Why don’t; 
all these men go to the tea gardens of Assam and seek employment there? 
There are about six lakhs of men. ex-ten garden labourers in Assam; \vh\ 
don’t they go to tea gardens? The only conclusion to be drawn from all 
this is that the conditions of life and work and also wages in tea gardens 
are not such as to tempi :ui\h'*d\ to go there and seek service there. In 
the year 1927 the British Trade Union Congress sent a delegation to India 
to study the labour conditions here The delegation consisted of Messrs 
"Purcell, a Member of Parliament, and Mr Hallsworth, a prominent Trade 
Unionist They made inquiries into the conditions of labourers in Assam 
tea gardens, and as to wbat those observers say T shall read out n few 
lines from their Report: 

“The ston* of the poor labourers in the ton garden* in Asaam is about ns sordid a 
one as could possibly bo related. The official statement on wages, it will be notified 
include* many thing* and even then makes a most miserable show in putting down the 
amount of wage* for a month’* labour. Tf the highest figure is taken, including all the 
items named, the combined labour of husband, wife and child brings tins human trinity 
only one shilling and three penee per day ! 

We refrain from narrating the many other facts which werr garnered, except the 
significant one that we witnessed a group of men. women and children working away 
together, while about five y ard* away was a planter’s young assistant p. oudly hugging 
a whip. This we regarded a* good proof of the “ content merit ” prevailing among the 
tea garden population. 

Our view is that, despite all that has been wiitten, the tea gardens of Assam ara 
virtually slave plantations, and that in Assam tea the sweat, hunger and despair of a 
million Indians enter year by year. ” 

This 18 how these trained observers describe the conditions of labourers 
in Assam tea gardens, and I am not aware if conditions lmve improved to 
am considerable extent since thee submit!ed tliis Report. If we are going 
to encourage emigrants to go to the ten gardens where conditions are such 
as have been described by Messrs. Purcell and Hallsworth, it is not merely 
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enough if you make provision for safeguarding the interest of the labour¬ 
ers from the time they leave their homes till they arrive at the garden and 
repatriate them after three years if they want to, but what is by far the 
most important is that they must be assured of a reasonable standard of 
life and work during the \ears of their stu\ in the gardens. This is what this 
Bill fails to assure. No doubt the Koval Commission recommended the 
withdrawal of the powers of the Local Government to prohibit recruit¬ 
ment io Assam, but they recommended mam things more; thev recom¬ 
mended that comprehensive measures should be taken with regard to condi¬ 
tions of work, wages, welfare of tin* labourers in the tea gardens. and 1 
maintain that all these recommendations should be taken togetlur as one 
connected whole and not piecemeal, as has hem done in the present case. 
To enforce on!\ those portions of the recommendation*, which i icilitate 
recruitment to tea gardens, and to ignore most of the recommendations 
which go to ameliorate the conditions oi tin* labourers is most unfair Sir, 
in the cast- of emigrants to (V\lon and Malaga, the Government of India 
insisted on certain regulations being l.iirl down regarding thur wages, 
housing conditions, s.jnitan and medical facilities and so forth before 
thev agn ed to send out recruits There is n<> reason wh\ the Government 
of Tndia should not eijuallv insist on lading down certain regulations on 
simil ir lines in respect of emigrants in the Assam ten gardens. The Labour 
('ommissiuri have theinst-’v»-s pointed out that the pos tion in Assam of an 
emigrant from Ghota Nagpur is not different from that of a Telugu emi¬ 
grant to Gov Ion Thcv even go further and maintain that the contact 
between the recruiting district and the district of employment is closer in 
the cam* of Gcvlnn than in the east* of Assam Therefore, Sir the need for 
assuring a reasonable standard of life to these emigrants when they are 
removed far away from their own native place is all the greater in the case 
of Assam immigrants than in the case of emigrants to Gcvlon and Malaya. 

T shall tell the House what are the conditions that I consider essential 
and should be incorporated in this Bill before the Government can 
encourage emigration to Assam ten gardens. The first essential condition. 
I think, is that the emigrants in tea gardens and th» gencr d public should 
have opportunities of coining into closer contact with each other than is 
at. present the ease, and that the general public should lie given the right 
of access to the tea gardens. When Messrs Purcell and Hallsworth des¬ 
cribed tin- tea gardens as slave plantations. I am prepared to admit that 
they were* little rhetorical, but they were not ver\ wide off the mark. In 
tea gardens the labourers Jive in lines to which the public- has no right of 
access. The public have as little right to go to these gardens without 
the Managers’ permission as they have the right to go to a detention 
camp for detenus without superintendents* permission. The garden Manager 
rules there as the monarch of all lie surveys There are about 900 tea 
gardens in Assam, hut there is not one single labour organisation to 
protect the interests of the labourers. The labourers themselves are 
illiterate and the public arc shut out from the gardens. All over India the. 
trade union movement is progressing, but in Assam plantations it- is 
non-existent. Tt is impossible to star! a labour union as the public have 
no right of access to the gardens. The trade union being non-existent, 
the labourers remain ignorant even of the beneficial measures that the 
Government pass for their protection. And being ignorant of their rights, 
they cannot assert or claim them and arc thus absolutely at the merev of 
the planters. The Commission recommended that steps should be taken 

n 2 
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to secure closer contact between the tea garden labourer and the public 
outside. In the opinion of the Commission, it was objectionable in 
principle that a large stretch of land when' so many thousands of emi¬ 
grants live should be closed to am one who is interested in doing welfare 
work there. In the Assam Legislative Council the\ passed a resolution 
asking the Goveminent to give the public a right of access to the gardens. 
Before the Government help the tea guidons to secure recruits the\ should 
make sure that the tea garden has erased to he an isolation camp and 
that- the public have a right of access there 

Next as rrguids wages. If tin* labourer is assured of a reasonable wage, 
no further impetus to induce tin* labourer to go to the tea gardens will 
be required. But with regard to wages the planters there are moving 
ill a vicious cm le They keep their wages low and thcrelore they arc 
confronted with a search\ of Inborn. Because the\ are confronted with a 
-curcilv of labour tliev spend bilge sums of mourn to secure recruits from 
outside, and because thev spend huge sums of moiiev on securing lecruits 
from outside tlio\ are forced to keep down their wage bill Li the year 
1920. this inductr\ spent over a dole ot rupees m Mcunng recruits Bad 
they spent that money on the wages of the laboureis. the wages could 
have been increased by 25 per cent In a \er\ valuable memorandum 
that Mr F. C King, I C S . Chapman of the Assam Labour Board, 
submitted to the Government of India, he eleurlv explained the inter¬ 
dependence between wages and r» ermt mont, and I should liki to read to 
you a portion from that memorandum. 

“ I believe that not. onlv doe* the payment of harbor recruiting commissions not tend 
to establish a voluntary flow ot labour to ftn industry but it. a< faulty militates against it. 
Till wages find t-boir true level, there will not be a free flow ot labour to tin' tea industry. 
Onoe this level is reached, tho search v of labour should aul omaticallv disappear and with 
it would go the competition amongst employers to secure labour and the necessity of 
paying recruiting commissions. In the meantime, employers should realise tliat the 
recruiting commission system cannot solve the problem oi labour scaroitv, that it does not 
save them anything, and that it. deprives their labourers of benefits they would secure 
under the freo play of the law of supply and demand. Temporary difficulties mav present 
themselves m cutting adrift from a system which has been in vogue for so many year#, 
but if the industry is solidly combined tho»o diflicultio-* should easily bo overcome.” 

To solve this problem the Labour Commission recommended flic estab¬ 
lishment of fi statutory wage fixing inarliiiHTv to which m\ Honourable 
friend Air. Thanipnn 1ms referred, and I consider that the establishment 
of such a machinery should have preceded introduction of legislation in 
this House. 

As regards welfare conditions, the Commission made nm.i\ detailed 
recommendations with regard to that ; I am not going to discuss them at 
present. But there is one recommendation which I want to emphasise 
and which I think should have been enforced before the passing of this 
legislation,—the recommendation to which my Honourable friend Mr. 
Thampan has also referred, namely, the establishment of a statutory 
Board of Heallh and Welfare. The functions of these boards will bo to 
lav down regulations with regard to conservancy, drainage, sanitation and 
other welfare activities. I should like to remind the House that at the 
instance of the Government of India the Federated States of Malaya in¬ 
corporated in their ‘-Labour Code” similar provisions in the interests of 
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Indian emigrants. I shall illustrate rnv point by reading a few sections from 
the Labour Code of Malaya. Under section 75: 

** Every female labourer shall be entitled to abstain from work during terms of on® 
month each before and after confinement and, in respect of such terms, hereinafter jointly 
referred to as ‘ lienofit period * to receive from her employer mutornity allowance to bo 
calculated as provided in sub-section (u) horounder.” 

Beet ion 70 runs as follows: 

“The Controller may at any time by order in writing require any employer on a 
place of employment whole ton or more childien of any one taco hetwe* nthe ages of seven 
and lourh'on years, being dependants ol labouieih on mu h place of employirient. reside, 
to (onstnut wilhiu a leasonable time to L<* stuff ri in sm !i oner anti tl.f realtor to main¬ 
tain at his ow n expense a school tor such t hililren w ith such sr hool t<*a< her oi school teachers 
as shall seem Mithciont to 1 ho Controller but not in excess ol a reasonable nun her.” 

Beet >'.n Kill has llie following: 

“The supply of water available for each labourer for dunking, ( ookmg or bathing 
purposes shall not bo less than Mich number of gallons a day as tbe Conti olio shall by 
order either geneiallv or for any particular estate direct.*’ 

Section 170 says: 

“ The* Conti oiler may at any 1 two by older in writing require any employer to construct 
within a reasonable tune to be slated in sue h older and tl eiealter tomn’ntam at his own 
expense a hospital on or in the immediate neighbourhood of am estate upon which labourers 
are employed by him with accommodation for mk h number ol put units ns may be stated 
in Hueh older. or if there is already a hospital maintained by such employer to enlarge 
or add to Mich hospital, so as to provide act ommodation for a further number ol patients 
as staled in the order, and may lurther require him to employ a registered med'cal prac¬ 
titioner as defined by ‘ The Medical Registration Enactment. 1!>07 to reside at and have 
charge of such hospital or any hospital maintained by such employer, and to provide such 
medical practitioner with fir and proper hoiiM* accommodation to the satis,action of 
the Honll h (>fh< er.“ 

In (.V\li»n also the interests of Imltau emigrants are similarly protected. 
Section .‘12 of tin* Education Ordinance No 1 of 10*20, provides: 

** It shall be the duty of the superintendent of every- estate to provide for the verna¬ 
cular education of the children ot the labourers employed on tl cestate Vetween the ages 
of six and ten. to appoint competent tent hers, and to set apart and keep in repair a suit¬ 
able sc hool room.” 

In tilt* Medical Wants Ordinance. N<>. *.) of HI 12. section 12 >a\s. 

“ It shell be Ihe duly ol every superintendent— 

(«) to maintain the lines of h»s estate and their vicinity' in a fair and sanitary’ 
condition : 

(b) to inform himself of all eases of sickness on his estate, and to take such steps 

as he may deem best for the immediate relief of llie sick ; 

(r) to send any labourer to hospital when so required by* a medical officer ; 

(d) to fiend for the district medical officer m any caso of serious illness or 
accident : 

(c) to inform the district medical officer within forty’-eight hours of every birth 

and death upon the estate: 

(/) to supply' at the com of the estate every' female labourer resident upon the 
estate, and giving birth thereon to a child, with suffic ient food and lodging 
for one month after the bulb of such child, and to take care that the female 
labourer l hi not required to work on the estate for one month, unless the 
district, medical officer shall report sooner that she is fit to w'ork ; 

<f/> to see that all children under the ago of one year resident upon the estate 
receive proper care and nourishment and to comply with all directions given 
by a medic al officer under section 7(e).“ ^ 

All thU that I lmvo read is merely illustrative. I want that in this 
Bill identical provisions should be ; n«ert«»il to safeguard the interests of 
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the emigrants to Assam. This Hill. I maintain, is nn incomplete Hill. It 
safeguards the interests of the labourers to a very partial extent and if the 
Government are really desirous of serving the interests of the labourers, 
they should amend the Bill in such a way as to include all the provisions 
about the welfute of the labourers. 1 do not want to enter into a detailed 
discussion ol the pro\isions of the Hill, as in the Select Committee 1 shall 
have ample opportunity of doing so, but there are two or three points to 
which T want to direct attention. There is the question of repatriation. 

I consider that the conditions, under which labourers arc* to be repatriated 
before the expiry of three years, require widening The circumstances 
that are enumerated in the Bill do not exhaust all the contingencies that 
may arise, and theicforv to provide for unforeseen eoiitingmcics. the 
Commission recommended that “for other sufficient irasons” the labourers 
may he repatriated earlier, but those wools “other sufficient- reasons" 
have been dropped out in the Bill. I do not see why (lowrmncut should 
depart, from the recommendation of the Commission on this important 
master. Then as regards the power of the Controlling Officer, the Com¬ 
mission suggested the appointment of nn officer armed with power for llic 
protection of the interests of the labourers, but this Hill gives him power 
only to inspect gardens and to inspect the records. What \< this good 
for if he cannot enforce his decision which lie considers to be in the interest 
of the labourers? This is what the Commission intended* 

** What i« wanted is nn ofWtivo authority working mamlv in Assam and definitely 
charged with responsibility for the emigrant, during his journey and after his arrival and 
entrusted with adequate powers to protect hi> interests.” 

The powers that have boon giwn in fhi> Hill to the Controller are neither 
effective nor adequate I think. Sir, that the Controller should be vested 
with powers similar to IIio-m w-.1r*d in the Controller oi Emigrants in Malaya 
and Ce\lon. There is one thing more that 1 want to mention, and then I 
have finished T consider that the Controller and the Deputy Controller 
must he Indians I m»* t m no letleetj- n on European officers but the \ory 
nature of the duties in which they will he engaged requires that tlie^e 
officers should inspire confidence in the labourers who are ignorant and 
illiterate They will he suspicious of Europeans, however well intentioned 
thev mav he. and I hope that when making the appointment*, this aspect 
of the question w*d] be borne in mind 

Mr. H. B. Fox fA^nm * European') From some of llie remarks of the 
last speaker, T think Honourable Members who know little of Assam and 
of the tea indiMrx might perhaps fall into the error of thinking that the 
chief object of ties Hill is to confer benefits on a favoured industry. Such, 
Sir, is far from being the case. There is wry little sugar for the tea 
planters, either British or Indian, in Ihis Hill, though the tea industry is 
every bit as worthy* of the sympathy and tin* help of Honourable Members 
of this House as that of any of her industry in Tndin In the dim distant 
past, labourers in Assam were under penal contracts, and naturally the 
recruitment and employment of such labour was regulated bv statute. In 
those bygone days Assam was remote, inaccessible and unhealthy, labour 
wa* difficult to get and without the indenture system it would have been 
difficult to keep, the more so as fhe Government of Assam had vast tracts 
of virgin land lying undeveloped to which they did their best to attract 
settlers. Honourable Members will be interested to hear that there are 
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'COO,000 ex-tea garden coolies settled on 500 square miles of land which 
they hold direct from the Government of Assam, and these settlers were 
all imported at the expense of the tea industry. That, Sir, might probably 
be one of the reasons why we did not achieve a flow backwards and forwards 
between Assam and the recruiting districts. Once labourers get to Assam 
and go oil to Government land, they are lost to the tea industry. The 
difficulty of obtaining labour in those days was responsible for the creation 
of a clast* of professional recruiters who reaped rich harvests at the expense 
both of the tea industry and the emigrant. The situation inevitably gave 
rise to all sorts of recruiting malpractices . nd as a result Assam acquired 
a bud name, first as a remote and unknown place, a fori ign land like Fiji 
or Malaya. My Honourable friend Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhurv still wants 
to treat Assam as a foreign country like Malaya. Secondly it acquired a 
reputation as a labour market, which had no scruples, either legal or 
hiim.iuilariau in the matter ot recruiting: hut those days any past and gone 
and it is ouh the lingering memory of these stigmas that L the cause of the 
Bill which is before the House today. T maintain, and 1 have the support 
of the Jloyal (’oinmission in maintaining that apart from the vague fears 
of the recrudescence of the old recruiting abuses, there is no justification 
whatever for the perpetuation of a system whereby one single industry in 
one province is legally hampered in the engagement of its labour force, one 
simile industry in the whole of India and when I inform this Hous#e that the 
uidfiiliin s\Mem w.-is abolished m l ( .il.*>. that c\er\ other form of penal 
contract, has been wiped off the Statute-book, it will be obvious that the 
conditions in which the old recruiting malefactor enjoyed both prosperity 
and immunity have passed away, for it in the mobility of labour which 
renders the professional recruiter powerless for mischief. This Bill, Sir, 
grants to the emigrants statutory rights of repatriation. The tea industry 
has no objection whatever to this, for in this matter the Bill merely 
cr'vt.ilhses into ,i delimit *-\«deni what lias for years been a constantly 
grow’inn practice. B\ the-e rights the interests of the emigrant in the 
matter of their emigration are so fill 1 \ safeguarded that there remains no 
justification whatever for the imposition of restrictions on recruiting. What, 
Sir, have the Royal Commission staled? On page 03 the\ have stated: 

“ We recommend that tlm powers to prohibit lorniitnient should ho withdrawn 
linnmdiuMv, and that- in future no barriers should he set up to pnnent the nonntl play 
of social an 1 economic forces m .lit met mg labour fr< .m one part ot India to anothor." 

That Commission has definitely stated that they are satisfied that emi¬ 
gration to Assam to work on the ten plantations deserves encouragement 
in the interests of the labourer, and on page IltiS the Commission states: 

“We ore iii entire .i-sud with the view that tin 1 * danger ot soriotwjabusos afford 
the only jlistihcation l«»r the con; muarn e of contiol.’' 

The Statement of Objects# and Reasons attached to the Bill informs 
us that the first object of the Bill i&, while making it possible to exercise 
bueh control as mo\ be justified and required bv the interests# of the emi¬ 
grant, to ensure that no restrictions are imposed which are not so justified. 
The industry, Sir, has no fear of these threatened restrictions, so long as 
the criterion of their introduction is the interests of the emigrant and not 
the interests of rival emploxers. (Iiear, hear.) Ltd the Bill adequately 
ensure that, ns it is intended by the Government of India to do, and all 
the apprehensions# on the part, of tho industry on chapter IV will he allayed. 
As a matter of fact, I maintain that an unanswerable case could be made 
out for the total omission of chapter IV from the Bill, inasmuch as the 
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interests of emigrants* are impregnably protected against any recrudescence 
of grave abuses. It was clearly contemplated by the Royal Commission on 
Labour that there should be a marked difference between the introduction 
of control over forwarding and the imposition of restrictions* on recruiting. 
The former was to be the normal state of affairs; and unless and until it 
is considered desirable to do without ssiieh control, the restriction on 
recruiting was in no case to he normal or .automatic* or precautionary ; it 
was only to he resorted to if n situation developed that, made such restric¬ 
tions unavoidable. Wo find in the Bill, however. thuT the manner of intro¬ 
ducing a regime of forwarding control and a regime of restricted recruiting 
is precisely the same in r.ich caM* vitli no safeguard whateu-r lliat there 
should lv' cause shown hcfnic the hitter step is taken 1 el.iim Sir, that 
it is not onl\ reasonable but essential to introduce into this Hill «-ome 
speeitieation of the gri.iiud^ that alum* can pisfify a not ilieatmn und* r sec¬ 
tion 20(1) and to prescribe as essential the previous sanction *>f the Governor 
General in Conned to ,it;\ Mich notification ft micIi s.-thuuanL are not 
given, the interests o! tlie emigrants themselves n*a\ l>e piounhctd 

and the ha industry will ha\e no alternative hut to regard this Tiill ;\s a 
threat of an indefinite perpotnation r»t u system of unjust ;,ud unmerited 
restriction ha which thin* i*> no parallel in Ind’a (Hear la ar ) 

Mr. G. S. Ranga Iyer (Hohilkund and Kumaon Nun-Wuhani- 

madan Rural)- Sir. the Honourable gentleman who preceded me concluded 
with the remark that in certain contingencies thi* R.ll would he cliaraeten/- 
ed as a “threat" to the tea planters When such apprehensions are 
expressed in certain circumstances from the European Benches it becomes 
more and more clear to Benches on this side of the House that w♦ were 
pretty right m making this a party question and seeing that it was referred 
to a Select Committee. Sir. without much hesitation we decided to extend 
our support to the Honourable Sir Joseph Bliore for the simple reason that 
he is only trying to give effect to the recommendations of the Labour Com¬ 
mission. ft is hardly necessary for me to make a lengthv speech on the 
matter, but the consideration in this particular affair should he entirelv 
that of the labouring classes,—not so much that oi the employers as that 
of the employed—and, Sir, I suppose, and I hop t that that important 
consideration will be prevailing when the subject is considered in Select 
Committee Sir, at the same time I agree with the Honourable gentleman 
who preceded me in saying that everything should he done* to make matters 
attractive to labour in one part of Jndia by introducing circumstances and 
offering facilities to enable them to move to another part of India. Sir, 
the statutory right to repatriation, as pointed out b\ the preceding speaker, 
has already been in practice. Therefore, Sir, my Honourable friend has 
got no serious objections t<> putting it on the Statute-book. HL apprehen¬ 
sions were only in regard to the restrictions in chapter TV, and these restric¬ 
tions arc a matter for examination in the Select.'Committee and therefore I 
take it he docs not object to the reference to a Select Committee. I hope 
in this matter every attempt will be made in Select. Committee to reconcile 
antagonisms with a view to making the Bill satisfactory for ifs onsv passage, 
when it emerges from the Select Committee and comes before this House. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi (Nominated Non-Official): Sir, I agree with my 
Honourable friend Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudbury. that the present Bill is an 
incomplete one, as giving effect to the recommendations of the Royal 
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Commission on Labour. I also agree with him that there is some risk in * 
passing a measure of this kind implementing the recommendations of the 
Koval ('omniiHftmn scctionully, inasmuch as we may pass this Bill here to-day 
and wc may not he able to persuade the Assain Government to pass legis¬ 
lation on the other recommendations within a short time after these re¬ 
commendations are given effect to. But Mr. President, I feel that although 
there is some risk in this procedure, considering the constitutional position 
and considering all other creumslanccs, it is better to take this risk instead 
of wad nig tor tlit* time when there will he simultaneous legislation on all 
the recommendations of th“ I loyal Commission on Indian labour. Sir, 
this question of 1 fie hibour conditi -Us, of plantations has a long history, 
and all that lust or \ is not a \er\ pleasant one. I do nof understand the 
cnmnluint • >' m\ Ifonourahli Irend Mr K«>\. that tins is the one industry 
whnli has Icunm-ring re^t ri<-t i. uk plated on :1 11“ forgets that 'f tInF 

is iln* jiul'i't ' uii’“h ]i,.> li.impermg i e-1 rict ions pla<<d on it. these 
hampciing jcsiru*!i* m\ hid ;< (iMilicat on. The original restrictions were 
not u'iMv in tla mferesis <>f the I,dour but were m the in- 
bresN .,i :h“ mii/iiwis thfiuM-U. s 'I ]| ( . hist<>r\ is that the planters 
found 1 ddlieuii «*, <»o1 hihour They spent a large amount of money in 
seewr i»“ I Im «ii- arid then n])]>i* >.iclied thr <io\ l nnicnl and asked that the 
labourer should n*ii hf' allowed to go back to Ins district irorn his w T ork 
and thus ic^tnetnns weie firvt placed upon ihe liberty of the labourer 
himst If Thertfoic. I fed he was not justified in complaining that his 
industry is the mn industry on winch hampering restrictions have been 
placed llampcimg restrictions to recruitment have been now placed 
wrnplv heeaus,. the industrialists wanted to put hampering restrictions 
unon the 1 jhert\ of the labourer lunistlf. IlcstriVlions wer» first placed 
upon tin* labourer and then restrictions wore placed upon the employers 
in the matter of reeru’tment, and other things When labourers were not 
allowed to go back naturally \ssnm got a bad name and they found it 
difficult to secure recruits In spite ot the difficulties, they went On reck¬ 
lessly recruiting through their contractors, with the result that, certain 
evils civnt in. and then, in older to diminish the^e evils, the Government 
of Tndiu legislated by putting certain restrictions upon recruitment. He 
cannot eertamh complain about these restrictions placed upon recruit¬ 
ment. for one Hung heeaus,. these restrictions were necessary on account 
of the restrictions placed upon the labourer himself. 

I am not oin* of those pcopi" who consider that plantations are an 
evil altogether ’File plantations have pro\ided employment. and provided 
an industrv. At the same time, it cannot be forgotten and cannot be 
denied that the conditions of plantations are not what, they should be. 
Tlie Honourable Member from Assam said that, on account of the planta¬ 
tions nOO.OfHi people ha\ e been settled on land, independent of the planta¬ 
tions It is a fact hut should he not also consider the fact that, even 
after oO years’ time, the industry should not have been able to settle 
sufficient people on the land in Assam in order that they should get labourers 
locally. An indusfr\ that has to recruit labour from a long distance, even 
after * f>0 year*, need not boast of the advantages which that industry 
supplies to labour The very fact that thev have still to recruit labour 
from long distances after , r )0 vears shows that the conditions there are not 
what thev should be Moreover, as my Honourable friend. Mr. Abdul 
Matin Cliaudlmry, pointed out, if other industries in Assam get their 
labourers without special recruitment, whv should not the tea plantations 
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get their labour locally. I do not suggest that the position of the tea 
industry and of otlier^small industries is the same. There is an essential 
difference between the small industries that exist in Assam and the tea 
industry. It is quite possible that other industries mentioned by Mr. Abdul 
Matin Cluiudhury perhaps get- part of their labour from the tea plantations 
themselves, but they get their labour from tlu* tea plantations because they 
pay much more than the tea planters do. In the other industries, the 
wages generally are about one rupee a day, whereas on plantations the 
average wage* per month i* about IN. 10 to 11s. 15. Thai is the great 
difference between wages paid in tea plantations and the wages paid in the 
other industries in Assam. 

I am one of those people who feel that the principle of the recom¬ 
mendations of the Iio\iiJ Commission as well as tin* principle of this Bill 
is very sound. The Honourable the Mover of this Bill stated lliai the iir4 
principle was that restrictions on reeruituieut should he removed. I feel, 
however, that, the first principle <>I the Bill is that the labourer should be 
free to go anywhere lie likes in seareh <>i employment. This is a very 
sound principle. In India in agrculture, tile wages a.iv very low' and on 
account of the low wages, the standard of living of the people is low. If 
this standard of living is to be raised by the raising of wages, the labourers 
must be free to go wherever they can get better wages. Moreover 1 agree 
with my Honourable friend Mr. Fox lb.it the labour must he mobile. 
People must be able to go wherever they can so that the wages will tend 
to rN t . where they are low and on thu whole the w a tree, in the* whole country 
will tend to equalise Then there aie other parts of the counlrv in India 
where in agriculture the labourers an* bond-slaves even now. In Madras, 
there is a system which is called lambari or rrtfhi where 'the hdxvuror is 
a serf or a bond-slave to the xahuhm and the landlord In Bihar, there 
is a system called the Lummuh system b\ which the labourer, on account 
of the advances made to him. is held in bondage bv the sah ulcer or the 
landlord. So long as these conditions evst in s >mc parts the country 
in agriculture, we must ^ee that the labourei lias some wav lo escape, from 
these conditions. Moreover I feel liivself that, travelling iq a good thing 
even for labour. We all know that travelling broadens our point of view, 
it sharpens our intellect to some extent On the whole travelling does 
tend to equip men better for the struggle in life T therefore feel that the 
labourer should he left free to go wherever lie likes T .agree that in our 
country 1 lie* working classes to-day , <.n account of the ignorance, and on 
account of their poverty, must be protected Tlwro is nobody hero who 
will deny* the fact that although tin* labourer must be free to go wherever 
he likes, it is the duty of Government to protect h.m wherever ho goes 
either hv legislation or by other methods. The principle that labour 
deserve special protection k accepted all over liie world Tnerofore tin* 
se cond principle of tlu* Bill is that labourer should be protected after being 
given freedom to go wherever lie likes Ho should he protected on the 
vav to Assam, and be protected in Assam itself where he is working. 
This is the second principle of the Bill. This is also in accordance with 
the recommendations of the Tfoval Commission nri Labour The Bill 
provides certain measures for the protection of the labourer during the 
stages of bis jmirnev from recruiting districts to Assam. The Bill provides 
for registration and establishment of depots where the labourer should be 
provided with food, rest and shelter. It also provides for depots on the 
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way and inspection of these depots, 
be. 


These measures are what they should 


The Commission lias made certain recommendations for the protection 
<>f the labourer on the* plantations. First the Commission recommends 
that tiie labourer's liberties should ho secured and the labourer should 
have every facility to return home. Now, as regards facility to return 
home, the Hill provides for the right of repatriation. I agree with my 
Honourable friend Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhurv that the right of repatria- 
t’on provided for in the Bill is somewhat meagre and it should be extended. 

I myself hold that it is in the interests of the plantations themselves that 
they should provide a very generous right of repatriation to the labourer, 
s(, that be may feel that he is really free and if the conditions are not to 
his satisfaction bo can return home. If once a confidence is produced in 
tlie recruiting districts that it is tin* easiest tiling for the labourer who is 
dissatisfied on plantations to return homo, you will make vour task of 
recruitment \er\ easy ] would therefore suggest to the planters to give 
j a sort of return ticket to every labourer in Assam so that when- 

■ M< out lie thinks of returning home he may do so. I am sure 
e\ery labourer will not. think of returning home simply because he has a 
return ticket because when he returns home lie mav not have sufficient 
to eat If the conditions in Assam an, quite good, although a return ticket 
may be in his pocket, the labourer is not going to return home. But the 
point is that if the labourer feels that lu* lias every facility to return home, 
there w 11 he a confidence m the recruiting district that after all the condi¬ 
tions in Assam ma\ not he so dark, ind even if there is some doubt, the 
labourer will take some risk and go to Assam to see what tlie conditions 
'ire If the conditions are not good, he will return. I therefore feel that 
tins right, of repitnatmn should he made as generous as it can be made. 
T agree* with m\ TL mount hV friend Mr Abdul Matin Chaudhurv that the 
Bill sliouM nruvde ha* general powv>* being given to the Controller to 
repatriate a 1 ihourer for any sufficient reason. The planters I nin sure 
will have sufficient, confidence in an officer appointed bv the Government 
of Ind a that even though tie* power given to him may bo very wide, he 
*s no|. likely to misuse that power. 

Then I fed tint entain provision* of tin* Bill provide for right of 
ii paiil.it «on hi one \ear. I w mid suggrvf to the planters that they 
should theniM-lxes igiee that this right also mav la* extended not to a 
period of one \e:ir hut win never a labourer wants to go hack. Then, Sir, 
rht*re is n small point which 1 should I'ke to mention, and that is that 
•i labourer a right of ivn.if rial i-m it the employer is convicted of 
iissmih. T mvself feel that it should not he necessary for a labourer to 
go to the court and "et h«*« emplnver crnvictcd of assault. The power, 
-o far as the right of repatriation goe*. in the matter of assault, should 
he left to the Controller hmnelf. A labourer should have the right, to 
make a complaint lo the Controller if his cm plover has committed an 
assault ; and if the Controller is satisfied that the employer has done it, 
he should have the power to repatriate the labourer 

Then, Sir. the second proposal T would make for improving condition* 
in Assam is that the liberty of the labourer on the plantation should be 
further secured. The TJoval Commission on Labour agrees that in spite 
of the disappearance of tlie legislation providing for criminal punishment 
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for breach of contract of service, the labourer is not entirely free. I shall 
just read a few lines from the llcport of the Bo\al Commission on Labour 
on this point 

“ The workers, for the most part, live in linos to which the public lmvo no right of 
access. Access is not ordinarily withheld in practice, but, whenever the manager con¬ 
siders it necessary, n watch is maintained on \ isitore, and there hip almost always chanki - 
dare . part ot whoso duly is to observe movements to and from the lines. It is contended 
by planters that no amount of vigilance can keep a labourer who is determined to leave ; 
and chaukulara are probably employed more to pi event other employers from enticing 
labourers than to pio\ent the labourers themselves hum leaving. At the same tune, 
we had evidence that workers who wanted to Iotue even a good garden without permis¬ 
sion found it advisable to do so b\ night. Tn speaking ot a la! ouiei who goes without 
permission the term unixeisalh used is “ abscoud " : and this teini retlocts accurately the 
position m which the luboiucr on some guidon** finds himself wlien he wislies tu seek 
employment elsowliore " 

Thu hid is that even toon tin i.tbourvr is not riitheh Im- I there¬ 
fore loci tli.it tin* (3..\rmn.eiit sl.v.uM take i\i*n imasmv to give a 
feeling of freedom It) the Liiumtei Tin* rei wiumendatiou ol Jn Iloxal 
Commission is that the houses of the labourers should In* approached by 
public roads and then should ho public roads e\en within the lines where 
the houses an* limit M\ Honourable irn ml Mr Vox sa\s it will introduce 
disease. J• is not pnventtd Jroiu coming slmplv il y>u call a road 
a private road and it will cum* in il \ou call it a puhln road 1 teei. 
Sir, that tin* (loteminent should tube steps mnnediatcK to st*e that all 
roads leading llirougli flu* plantations to the housed m winch the labourers 
Jive should he much public M\ own view is that the (iovermnent should 
declare these roads i<> lx public (Well without giving an\ compensation. 
The planters* did not pa\ \er\ lingo prices tor the lands which they got 
from (iovermnent: the\ got the lands \cr\ cheap, and tliev have made 
proiits during the last fio \cars And then is, no harm at all it Ciovern- 
ment declares all tin* private roads to be public Then the workers’ 
liberty in plantations is restrained and reduced by the action of the planters 
themselves. The planters ha\e made certain agreement* amongst them¬ 
selves; tho\ have made agreements amongst themselves about wages so 
that the Hugo- on one plantation should not be increased; they have made 
agreements amongst themselves not to take . . . 

Mr. H. B. Fox: I do not think that is the ease. 

Mr. President: Honourable Members proposed to he appointed to the 
Select C’ommittee are giving expression to their views at gnat length. 

Mr. H. M. Joshi: It is quite true that I am one of the Members of the 
Select <*ornmittee, and T nin hoping to he able to attend the meeting of 
the Select (Vimmitfco Pmt T am anxious, Sir, that those Members of 
this House who are not members of the Select Tommittee will study 
the Bill in the vacation which tliev will get and 1 want to place a few 
points before them for their benefit 

Then, Sir. the planters have an agreement amongst themselves not to 
employ each other's labour. This again restricts the liberty of the 
labourer. It is quite true that the planters may say that, they have every 
right to do so. They may have every right to do so but nt the same time 
the fact remains that the labourers are not an organised body and they 
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are ignorant and illiterate; and if the stronger party is* allowed to make 
such agreements as will restrain the liberty of the workers who are weak. 
I suggest that (Government wil 1 be justified in declaring all these agree¬ 
ments to be null and void. Sir, it is in this way that the Government of 
India can secure the. liberty and freedom of the labourers on plantations. 

Then, Sir, the Royal Commission on Labour has made certain re¬ 
commendations for improving conditions on plantations. They have made 
recommendations as regards establishing machinery for lixing a minimum 
wage; they have made recommendations as regards establishing boards of 
health and as regards education, and certain other recommendations for 
prohibiting the employment of children before a certain age. I feel that 
all these proposals should lx* given effect to without loss of time, so that 
the real principle of the Royal CommissionV recommendations, namely, that 
lilt* labourer should be made free to go anywhere he likes bill should be 
protected in fin* province where he goes for his yvork, will be given effect 

to. 

There is only one more point uhudi J would mention belore sitting 
doyvn, and that point is this; that \\hate\er we may do here in the 
Central Legist.ituie. a great deal will have to be done for tile labourers on 
plantations in Assam and in the Assam Legislature. 1 hope that the Gov¬ 
ernment of India will do everything in tluir poyver to see that the labour 
on Assam plantations will be fully represented in the local Legislatures. 
We must realise that labourer*, m Assam are not educated and are not 
aide to put forward their own case before the Franchise Committee and 
before the (Joy eminent. lhn 1 hope that the Government as the trustee 
ol these* illiterate and ignorant masses will take every' step to see that the 
labourers in Assam will got adequate representation. I feel, Mr. President, 
that it they do not get sufficient representation m the Assam Legisla- 
unv. whatever we may do in tin* Central Legislature here, the labourer 
jn Assam will not he adequately protected. Assam is a province yvhere not 
only in old times tlv*ro was planters' raj but 1 feel that in Assam the 
planters' rij may continue even under the new constitution. T therefore 
hope that the Government will do evtrxthing m their power—they should 
approach the Franchise Committee and they should approach the* As*,am 
Government to see that adequate representation is given to the labourers 
on plantations. There is n> section in Assam which is free from the in¬ 
fluence of the planters Tin Goyeminent are dominated hv the planters; 
the officers are dominated hv the planters: the legislators are to a large 
extent dominated by the planters; and if the present state of the labourer 
boing unrepresented in flic* Legislature continues, there will be no protection 
for the labourers in Assam at all. I hope that this defect will be 
remedied. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Twenty-Five Minutes Past 
Two of the Clock. 


The Assembly rc-nssembled after Lunch at Twenty-Five Minutes 
Fast Two of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


Mr. B. Sitaramaraju (Gaajam cum Vizagapatnm: Non-Muhammadan 
Bural): Sir, after hearing the Honourable Member from Assam. Mr. Fox, 
one would think that Assam is verily a land of paradise for Indian 
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coolies. The Honourable gentleman said that nowhere except in Assam 
were there sueh restrictions imposed on the recruitment oi labour, but 
may I ask him whether there is am part m India where the same condi¬ 
tions which are obtaining m Assam pre\ad. He says that this Bill is 
intended for the benefit of emigrants. I hope it may be, and I wisli it 
were. If it were in the interest of the emigrants tlu-msekes. then I 
would ask win ot all the recommendations of the Labour Commission 
this particular recommendation, which is the least beneficial to the omi- 
giants. has been taken up when other matters ot a more weighty character 
have remained untouched. In this question two parties are nnolved; one 
the emigrants and the other .ire the employ i is. We lutxc lmd the benefit 
of bearing the employers* point id \ lew about the merits of this Bill, 
but unfortunately we ha\e not bail the privilege of hearing the emigrants' 
point ot \ie\\ in thn Home, h'vause labour is not direct 1\ represented 
here, although there is nn friend Mr -loshi who it 1 max be permitted 
to sax so. is only a labourite by adoption (Laughter), and in the absence 
of labourers lhemsclxcs it is \ei\ difficult for ns to sax how their interests 
are safeguarded, and it hclmxcs us all that we should treat this measure 
as a trust and administer it as a trust for the sole benefit of those poor 
labourers. The principle on which tins Bill is based is stated to be this, 
that there should he a remoxal of the restriction on the free flow' of 
labour in the country. On the face of it. there can he no possible question 
that tlie principle appears to he sound. But 1 would like to ask what 
was the nature of those restrictions and who were the authorities who 
have imposed those restrictions and who are the people affected by those 
restrictions. If xvi look a little moic deeply into the matter, we find 
that the restriction on the free movement of labour is imposed not so 
much on the labour itself as on the etnploxors' powers of recruitment. 
Here the employers by various methods ha\e been recruiting people, and 
the wax in which they have bee n discharging those duties lias become a by 
xvord of reproach and in some respects ,i scandal. Under flu>se ciiicuin¬ 
stances, certain restrictions were imposed h\ certain Provincial Government* 
to prevent not recruitment in all cases blit certain methods ernploxed in re¬ 
cruitment. and in certain other cases to regulate recruitment under ceil am 
conditions. Therefore, it would seem that the restrictions are meant to act 
against the free exercise of the employers' right of recruiting people 
from various parts of India. Therefore, T sax there is no icsfriction on 
the labour itself to go and seek employment in Assam The restriction 
is entirely a restriction on recruitment, or rather on file methods of 
recruitment. Such being the case, one would like to know' what, safe¬ 
guards there are, so that these people, who have been notoriously illiterate, 
who have been helpless and who have been tempted bv all sorts of 
promises by the agents of these employers to forsake their homes and 
go to distanf lands never to return any more, max* not be defrauded. 
Now, the Bill aims at removing that protection which has been accorded 
up to now' to the labourers. In return for that, T must in fairness admit 
that the Government of India have not altogether neglected the ease of 
the labourers. They say that they art* going to impose in substitution 
for that protection certain rules so as to gix'e them free choice and a 
right of repatriation. That is the second principle of the Bill. 
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Sir, 1 come from 'a place which is considered to be a fair recruiting 
ground for these labourers to Assam. The Honourable the Mover of this 
Hill has also some knowledge oi those districts from which this labour is 
recruited. Sir, I have a little knowledge of how' recruitment by the agents 
of the tea planters is made in mv part of the country . Our country is 
poor, Sir, and particularly those districts which 1 have the honour to 
represent are very poor. The land is very much crowded and is not 
fruitful when compared to other places lik»* those in the Gungetio valley 
or in the Delta districts. Thoreiore, it is a great inducement for the 
labourers to leave the district. If any one goes and offers them substantial 
amounts as wages and also employ merit, they will muneduitclv follow 
them, because. t is I said, land is overcrowded and js not able to support 
them at home The agents ui these lea planters go m these villages and 
give these poor people a little cash to start with, a few lupecs which to 
tla* agent is not much huf which t<» the poor labourer is very tciriptiug; 
then he is promised all suits of things and among olht r* l may mention, 
particulailv when lla*s t - ngctiN deal with young men, thev are even 
promised two wives (Daughter j A uis r man would consider that even 
one wile would be too many, but these are poor labourers without any 
education, thev are ignorant and knowledge naturally comes a little late 
to them I>\ emplov mg such methods, these poor people aie tempted 
to tin- towns With cash in their pockets and plenty of scope* for enjoy¬ 
ment, with all the nice things that thev arc* given to eat and with the 
promise that thev would he eating likewise thereafter and with so many 
other facilities to have a good tune thev are promised, these poor people 
are enticed away to the nearest town Thev are taken there to all sorts 
of disreputable houses and are demoralised; and often they are taken 
to drinking booths In this condition. Sir. these poor, illiterate people 
are asked to enter 111 1 < • a eon tract with the emplov ers. The way in 
which the indenture svsom lias been working was a big scandal. A hue 
and cry was raised against it. and as a result the Provincial Governments 
came to tin- rescue of thcs t . people and passed certain legislation to 
prevent this sort of propaganda. That legislation protected the labourers 
from falling victims to the agents in the manner thev did. Such being 
the case it is ven difficult to believe that even thing that* can be done 
could be done under this Act unless the Seloc* Committee go into the 
very details of thD question and see how best thev can, if not actually 
substitute, at least secure equal protection that these labourers were 
hitherto enjoying In such rules as would make it impossible for any 
exploitation of labour in that direction; or else it is very difficult to 
understand how this measure will he useful. 

Mr. B. Das* (Orissa Division. Non-Muhammadan): I am a good deaf 
interested in this measure. I come from Orissa, and since 1866 lots 
of people have left Orissa and thev have never returned to their homes. 
As far as 1 understand from my Honourable friends Air. Fox and Mr. 
Joshi there are at present oO.OtK) Oriva labourers emploved in the Assam 
tea gardens. Nine years ago when I became a Member of this House, and 
found my Honourable friend Mr. Joshi fighting his solitary battle on 
the floor of this House against a House that showed him no sympathy 
with problems of labour, my heart went out to Mr. Joshi, and from that 
day, whenever any measure earm* up before the House for ameliorating 
the condition of the working classes, Mr. Joshi always had my sympathy. 
-When T hoard to-day Mr, Joshi, I found he was speaking in a tone of 
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jubilation, lie was speaking in a tone of confidence, us if he was the 
Bams ay Macdonald of India on the eve of the formation of the National 
Cabinet. No doubt he had ever} reason to express satislaction, because 
to-uay lie finds the two stalwarts of Government, the Honourable Sir 
Joseph Blioru and my friend Ma*. Clow—and l hope im Honourable friend 
Mr. Clow will speak later on—two stalwarts of the Government agree 
with him and are carrying out the spirit for which Mr. Josln worked for 
the last 11 years on the floor of tins House. Ju the yeuis 192J-J5 1 used 
to find, when a question was asked about the Assam labour, the gentle¬ 
men who replied from the Treasury Benches were unsxmpatlietic .md 
they used to contest at even stage Mr. .Josln s charges. But to-day 
I find, alter reading the lieport ot the lloval Commission on Labour, at 
least my Honourable friend Air. Clow, who is an expert on the side oi Gov¬ 
ernment on labour problems, agreeing with nn Honourable friend Mr. Joshi. 
It has taken Mr. Clow, six or se\tn years to come into entire agreement 
with Mr. Josln. That is a good ona n. Tlml shows that the world is 
tending towards socialism and towards dealing with the working classes 
humanely. 1 listened most attentively to my Honourable Inend Mr. Box 
and 1 thought that during the first part of his speech he was reasonable, 
and he wanted that the working classes should be treated properly. But 
somehow’ lie hinted that there was a conspiracy whereby the Government 
and the representatives of the working classes are going to deal hardly 
on the tea gardens so that* that particular industry may not thrive. My 
Honourable friend pointed out that in the year HH5 tla- penal contract 
system had been abolished, it might have been abolished on paper, hut 
so far as I know the indenture system continued till 1923 or 1921. 

Mr. H. B. Fojt: No, JSir. 

Mr. B. Das: it might not have been continued on paper, but it 
continued in practice. 


Mr. H. B. Fox: No. 


Mr. B. Das: When I spoke last year on the Kesnlntinn about forced 
labour, I said that although in actual writing it does not continue, the penal 
system continues under the civilised administration ol tlu* Government of 
India. My Honourable friend says that the working classes are paid well 
in Assam tea gardens. As far as 1 know', in 1923-24 the wage of an 
adult was Bs. 3 or Bs. 4 T admit that it is three times that now, it is 
Rs. 12, thanks to the efforts of my Honourable friend Mr Joshi, and also 
to the kindly sympathy of my Honourable friend Mr. Clow. Tn 1924-25, 
we found people were allowed wages of Bs. 4 which did tot keep 
their bodies and souls together. And what happened to those lakhs 
and lakhs of Oriyas who left Orissa in the great famine of IftGG? They 
never returned to their homes, because the wages that were paid in kind 
and in money amount mg to Ps. 8 or Bs. 4 never allowed them to save 
sufficient, money to return to their homes. So. T congratulate mv Hon¬ 
ourable friend Sir Joseph Bhore on bringing in a measure whereby there 
will be repatriation of a labourer after three years. At least the man will 
go back to his wdfe or to his children from whom ho had been seduced 
and separated, seduced aetuallv bv the recruiters or oven bv the Labour 
Boards which have been organised by the Provincial Governments at 
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present. Another thing that I welcome in this Bill is the abolition of the 
Assam Labour Board, and I welcome the appointment of a Controller of 
emigrant labour. My Honourable friend Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury has 
suggested that the Controller and Deputy Controller should be Indians. 

I am not concerned at present whether they will be Indians; what I am 
concerned is that they should be humane. 1 have had occasion to hear 
that the members of the Labour Boards in Biliar and Orissa and hi the 
•Central Brovinees recruit labour for these Assam tea gardens There is no 
difference between this system of recruitment and what I have read of 
the slave drivers who wished to recruit slaves from Africa and transfer 
them to America. It may be that the\ do not recruit them under the 
indenture system, but the same s\st«-rn prevails in practice. There can be 
no break in that s\stern unless there is a complete change as suggested 
in this Bill I wish u lmd been possible for the Government to see that 
when labour is recruited, if some of them wish to stay in Assam for long 
periods, a sufficient number of women are also recruited from the local¬ 
ity from similar castes Jn flu* past it was not possible because, as my 
Honourable friend Mr Kapi pointed out, the men were seduced to go to 
Assam under the pretext of high wages and the\ never returned home. 
They never had a chance to write «*v« n letters to their homes. How* could 
they write letters when these tea gardens are secluded areas and no mem¬ 
ber of the public allowed to visit them or to meet those workers When 
the Controller of Kimgrant Labour has organised his office, he should 
keep a regular legistcr of all \vnrkn% that go to Assam and lie should 
als<» supply a list ot men and women that are recruited from particular 
districts to ilie district officials <»} Ihnsr disiivt*. th.o when empnrios are 
made about the labourers who arc lost, the district magistrate should be 
m a position to supplv the information It is a vcr\ pitiable thing that in 
Orissa jn almost even village wui will find a man is absent for 20 or 30 
years and no tauv of him has been found T know that Ori\n labour goes 
to Burma, to Bengal and other places, but tho\ write to their homes, but in 
the Assam lea gardens the labourers are never allowed to write to their 
relations When Tn\ Honourable friend* Air. Amur Nath Butt and Air. 
Antra speak on this motion, the\ will reveal bow even educated men have 
been eoereed m the past under the indenture s\stem and they were not 
allowed to write letters to their bonus So. wlun the intention of the 
Government and of m\ Honourable friend Sir Joseph Bhorc is to produce 
humanised conditions, it i>. not t- o much for me In ask that every labourer 
who goes to Assam even under the present system should be helped to 
keep in touch with his home. 

AK friend Air Fox said that it is the tea planters who gave travelling 
allowance to these indentured labourers in the nast to whom the Govern¬ 
ment of Assam had given six lakhs of acres of land to cultivate and settle 
down. T do not know' whom to thank for this, the Government- of Assam 
or the tea planters The tea planters took nwav men from their homes 
under a system of forced labour as it exists in Africa to-day. and when 
these labourers had no money to go back to their homes, the Government 
of Assam came to their rescue and gave them certain plots of land. From 
wdiat T know of Assam, the Government have too much land with nobody 
to cultivate it and if niv friend Air Fox and his predecessors take credit 
for if. T think the credit is not due fn *hpm Serious charges were made 
bv mv friend Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhurv and mv friend should have 
pleaded guiltv to the mistakes made h\ his predecessors in the past. 


0 
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Instead of behaving as civilising agents, they behaved as slave drivers and 
they treated the labourers in the most inhuman way. These people ought 
not to have been seduced from their homes. I believe they paid their 
agents something like Its. lf>0 per head. 1 wish that all that money comes 
to the labourers in the shape of wages instead of going in bribery and to 
the Labour Board, which although the Government and my friend Mr. 
Clow may tell me is a humanising organisation, is the inheritor of traditions 
of the old indenture system. With these few words, I whole-heartedly 
support the Bill. 

Mr. A. G. Clow (Government of India: Nominated Official): We have' 
had a long debate. Sir. and to me an interesting one. I do not propose 
to go into the points of detail that have been raised. They were raised, 

I think, entirelv by Honourable Members who it is proposed should serve on 
the Select Committee, and they can be better discussed there. I would 
however like to sa\ just a little about the principles of the Bill, and about' 
certain principles which are not in the Bill but which I gather some 
Members would have liked to have seen there 

Of the principle ot repatriation I have heard no criticisms. It affords 
indeed an answer to a good many of the difficulties which some of my 
Honourable friends mentioned? As regards what was said by my friend 
Mr. Das, this is realh a safeguard, for it provides that the man if he 
wishes can get into touch with his own country, and that he will he 
able to return there if he so wants, with his family, within three years. 

I would emphasize here, in fairness to the planters and in reply to the 
suggestions that conditions in Assam arc not on a high moral plane, that 
they unlike most employers in India have always tried to recruit families 
rather than individuals. I have no reason to believe that in Assam, the 
high standard which is maintained throughout the Indian villages is not 
fully sustained. 

Rao Bahadur B. L. Patil (Bombay Southern Division: Non-Muham- 
irimhm Uur.ili* Is not the population of female workers more than the 
population ot male workers? 

Mr. A. G. Glow: It may be so. I have not the actual figures before 
me but there is a much better sex ratio here than in any centre of industry 
in India. 

The main principle of the Bill is the abolition, so far as it is possible, 
of restrictions on the free movement of labour. The enunciation of this 
seems to have misled my Honourable friend Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury, 
who in some other respects, such as the extent of the Controller's powers, 
did not seem to be very familiar with the provisions of the Bill, into sup¬ 
posing that we were in some curious wav giving the Assam employers 
special facilities for stimulating, I think he said, the flow of labour. 
Actually the position is somewhat different. So far from giving the 
Assam employer special facilities, the Bill either continues or imposes upon 
him restrictions to which no other industry is subject and to which not 
even the tea planters in other provinces will be subjected. 

Mr. Abdnl Matte Ohandhury: I 8 it not a fact that in some of the dis¬ 
tricts of the United Provinces recruitment for Assam is prohibited. Under 
the provisions of this Act, they will be free to recruit from those districts 1 
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Mr. A. G. Glow: It i s perfectly true that certain districts of the United 
Provinces are at present closed to recruitment, but under this Bill there 
will be no possibility of saying to a person in a single part of India that 
he shall not proceed to another pari. 

Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury: Is it not a fact that vou are facilitating, 
recruitment by this Bill? 

Mr. A. G. Glow: My Honourable friend Mr. liaju suggested that the 
onh restrictions imposed were those imposed on employers, but actually 
that is not the case. If he were to go to some of the men in the tracts 
he was speaking of some of whom are subject to the grave disabilities 
mentioned b\ Mr. Joshi and say to them that Assam is a much better 
place, he might find himself in danger of arrest, and if out of the kindness- 
of his heart he were to pull out a tew rupees and sa\ “Here is \our fare” 
he could certuink be subjected to a criminal prosecution 

Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury: Win should not the Local Go\eminent 
stop it? 

Mr. A. G. Glow: I do not propose to enlarge on that question. It 
can be discussed in the Select Committee. 

Mr. H. B. Pea: These districts in the United Provinces which were 
closed to recruiting were onlv closed for the benefit of the employers and 
the zamindars of the United Provinces. 

Mr. A. G. Clow: I think there is no advantage in entering into that 
controversy though there is truth in the suggestion that they are not in the 
interests of labour. As a matter of fact, even when this Bill is passed, the 
employer in Assam will continue to he subject to peculiar restrictions. 
That, as Mr. Fox and Mr. Joshi explained, is largely the result of history: 
and mv Honourable friend Mr. Das was treating us. I think, more to what 
is a matter of history than a recital of present da\ conditions T am glad 
to say that there is nothing now approaching indenture in Assam, and if 
this Bill is passed the last mention of anv kind of criminal contracts for 
labourers will have disappeared from the Indian Statute-book 

Mr. B. Das: Let us hope so I agree with you. 

Mr. A. G. Glow: There were other references to entirely different sub¬ 
jects, and I should like just to mention some of them in conclusion. 
There were suggestions that the recommendations made by the Commis¬ 
sion in other parts of their report dealing w r ith such questions as minimum 
wages, health and welfare might have found a place in this Bill. These 
of course stand on a very different footing. In the first place, this Bill 
deals with migration, which is a Central subject, whereas these subjects 
are Provincial. In the second place, the Commission themselves did not 
regard these recommendations as capable of immediate application. In 
the ease of minimum wages, they recognized, that the material was not 
available and that a good many statistical and other investigations would 
have to be conducted before the Local Government would be in a position 
to introduce anything of that kind. I may inform the House that actually 
the Assam Government has taken one step in that direction for it deputed 
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a gentleman very well known to this House, Mr. Cosgrave, to visit Ceylon 
last Christmas with a view to ascertaining how the minimum wage 
Ordinance wag working in that island. As regards health, my Honourable 
friend Mr. Thnmpan knows that that is a provincial transferred subject, 
and it will be for the Local Governments to do what they think fit on that 
subject. Actually llic recommendations of the Commission regarding 
health were not restricted to Assam; and if I were asked in what places 
they were most urgently needed, I do not think I should select Assam as 
the first. The Commission were not under the impression that Assam was 
the workers’ paradise to which some Honourable Members referred, but 
T can assure the House of one thing, namely that I know of no group 
of employers in industries who do so much for the health of their workers 
as the planters in Assam. (Loud Applause.) 

Some Honourable Members: The question may now he put 

Mr. President: The question is that the question be* now put. 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: Sir, I have nothing to add to what 
Mr. Clow has said. 

Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: Sir, with your permission, 1 
would simph ask permission to propose the addition ol the name of Mr. 
Uppi Saheb Bahadur, who is much interested in Indian labour. I hope 
the Honourable the Mover will have no objection 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: J have no objection if the Honour¬ 
able Member is willing to serve 

Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: lie is willing to sene. 

Mr. President: The question i»: 

" That the Bill to amend the law relating to emigrant labourers m tl.o tea districts 
of Assam be referred to a Select Committee consisting of Sir ('nwusji Jehangir, Mr. 
K. Ahmed, Mr. (\ C. Biswas, Mr. Abdul Matin C'haudhury, Mi. A. t». Clow, Mr. H. B. 
Fox, Mr. N. M. Joshi, Mr. B. X. Misra, Mr- H. I. Mody, Mr. Cl. Moigim, M . Tin Tut, Mr. 
T. K. Pliookue, Mr. (Java Prasad Singh. Mi. K. I*. Th.impan, Mi. Muhammad Yamin 
Khan, Sir Frank Noyce, Mr. S. (1. .Jog, Mr. Cppi Saheb Bahadur, and t he Mover, and 
that the number of rnombeis whose presence shall be necessary to t (institute a meeting 
of the Committee shall be five." 

The motion was adopted. 


THE POUT HAJ COMMITTEES BILL. 

Sir Prank Noyce (Secretary, Department of Education, Health and 
Lands): Sir, I move : 

“ That the Bill to establish Committees in the principal ports of pilgrim traffio to 
assist Muslim pilgrims to the Hejaz bo referred to a Select Committee consisting of Khan 
Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin, Kunwar Haji Ismail 41i Khan, Sir Abdur Itahim, Maulvi 
Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur, Maulvi Muhammad Shafoe Daoodi, Sir Hari Singh 
Gour, Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi, Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad, Liout. Nawab Muhammad Ibrahim 
Ati Kha n, Haji Choudhury Muhammad Ismail Khan, Mr. Bahimtoola M. Chinoy, 
and the Mover, and that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary 
to constitute a meeting of the Committee shall bo five.” 

It will be noticed that the composition of this Committee differs somewhat 
from the one to which I moved reference of another Bill this morning. 
The reason for thafc is that, as I think the House will agree, this question 
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of establishing Haj Committees at the ports is really a matter of domestic 
concern for the Mussalman community, and it is for that reason that the 
members of the Select Committee have, with two exceptions, been found 
from the Muslim Members of this House. The two exceptions are myself, 
as the Secretary in the Department concerned, and Sir Hari Singh Gour, 
w'ho has been added to the Committee owing to the desirability of having 
at least two Members on the Committee who can, if necessary, act as 
3 r.M. Chairman. As regards the principle of the Bill, I think 

there can he no question. It is only m regard to details that 
there may be some differences ct‘ opinion and those can he threshed out 
in Select Commiltee. There arc one or two points on which I may perhaps 
comment It would make things very easy for us if we could accept the 
suggestion of iny Honourable friend, Suy\id Murtu/a Sabeb Bahadur, and 
accept the recommendations of all our Committees m Into. Had we been 
able to do that in this ease, it would have saved mv Department and 
myself hours of work. No references to Local Governments would have 
been neeessan, and \w should noi have* had to call on the Standing Haj 
Committee for the advice which is so generouslv and freely given. I have 
no doubt whatever that the recommendations of Committees represent the 
best, hut unfortunately m this work-a-dav world it is the duty of Govern¬ 
ment to decide how far of the best can be converted into the practical 
and that we have had to do in this case Wo have had to consult the 
various interests concerned, and above all we have had to defer to some 
extent to tla* views of the Local Governments who are very keenly interest¬ 
ed in this matter For that reason, the composition of tin Port Haj 
Committee^, which we have suggested in the Bill, differs considerably from 
that suggested hv the Hnj Inquiry Committee in its .Report. It will be 
seen that the composition of the various Committees differs niter ne. We 
have got a different Committee for Calcutta, a different one for Bombay 
and a different one fo r Karachi The reason for that is that, acting ou 
the nd\iee of the SlandingHnj Committee, which I should perhaps say was 
given by a majority, we have decided to follow the advice of the Local 
Governments But we are not laying down a rigid composition for the 
Committee* * if it is found at a later date tliaf any alterations are neces¬ 
sary, tho«o can he effected without an amendment of the law. I submit 
to the House that until some experience of the working of these Com¬ 
mittees is gained, it is desirable that, we should adopt the course which 
has been suggested by the. Local Governments concerned, as they have 
far more accurate knowledge than I think even the Haj Inquiry Committee 
or the Standing Hnj Committee would claim of local conditions and re¬ 
quirements. It is again exactly for that- reason that we have not followed 
the recommendations of tilt* Haj Inquiry Committee that the Port Haj 
Committee should elect their own Chairman. Buf we have given power 
to the Local Governments to decide whether they will appoint a Chairman 
or will allow the Port Haj Committee to elect its own Chairman. That 
view is based on the argument, in which T think there is considerable force, 
that until the re-constituted Port- Haj Committees have found their feet 
and are working smoothly, it is desirable that the Local Government 'sMdGlcl 
exercise a certain amount of control over their working, and the most 
effective method of doing that is that they should nominate the Chairman. 

Again w*ith regard to the appointment of the officers and servants, of' 
the Committee, the Haj Inquiry Committee recommended that the Exeov 
tive Officer of a Port Haj Committee should be appointed by the* Com¬ 
mittee itself subject to the approval of the Government. Sere again 
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after consulting the Local Governments concerned and acting on the advice 
of the Standing Haj Committee, Government have decided * that at the 
outset the Executive Officer and other servants should be appointed by the 
Government and that the cost involved should be met from the Central 
Bevenues. Clauses 14 to 10 of the Bill are designed to givo effect to this 
proposal. The power to appoint Executive Officers and other servants will, 
as in the case of the Chairman, be helpful to the Local Government in 
securing the smooth working of these Committees. Another reason why it 
is desirable at the outset that the Executive Officer and other servants 
of the Committee should be appointed by Government who should meet 
their cost, is that we 'are not vet certain how far the funds which are being 
placed at. the disposal of the Haj Committee, and which will he found 
enumerated in clause 20, will meet their needs. Experience alone can show 
that. I would submit m conclusion that we are not laying down a rigid 
method of procedure. What this Bill does is to convert, the present Haj 
Committees, which are purely consultative and advisory bodies, into execu¬ 
tive bodies with definite powers. What it also does is to enable Local 
Governments, as the Haj Committees prove their worth—J have little 
doubl tlie\ will—to enlarge their functions and to give them greater powers 
without tin' necessity of coming back to this House for amendments of 
this measuic. I submit to the House that this is the best method of proce¬ 
dure. With these words I would commend this motion for the acceptance 
of the House. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra (Chittagong and llnjshalii Divisions Non-Muham¬ 
madan liural): Sir. in the Preamble to this Bill it is stated* “to establish 
Committees in the principal ports of pilgrim traffic to assist Muslim 
pilgrims to the Hejuz’\ in the Statement of Objects and Bensons it is 
said: 

“The Haj Inquiry Committee therefore proposed that tho Port Haj Committees 
should coaso to be merely advisory and consultative bodies and should ho entrusted by 
law with tho administration of all work oonneotod with tho pilgrim traffic »it the ports.'* 

If that, is the object and if that is the principle, I have no quarrel and 
I fully agree with the general principles, but when I go through some of 
these clauses of tho Bill T find that in clause 4 tin* Committees are consti¬ 
tuted in such a way that, there shall always be a majority of nominated 
members in all these Committees. 1 should like* to make it perfectly 
clear, if that is the ’principle to which this House is to be committed, 
then I take exception to the principle. I have seen that in clause 4 thero 
is a provision for 19 members for the Port of Calcutta for the composition 
of Port Haj Committees. Of these members lf> fire nominated, and of 
them as many as five may he officials and only four members are to be 
elected by the Muslim member-, of District- Boards in Bengal. The condi¬ 
tion in Bombay is a little better. There, out. of 19 members of the Com¬ 
mittee, it. appears, nine should he nominated members. T do not know 
why in Calcutta the proportion of nominated members is so very high. 
I wish the Honourable [Member to explain to this House why, in these 
days of full Dominion Status and other high sounding phrases, in a small 
Committee where the Muslim members are expected to help Government 
by their advice for the assistance of the Muslim pilgrims going to Hejaz, 
there should be a majority of nominated members. Why should the 
Muslim members not be entrusted with the task of electing their own men 
in whom they have full confidence? Why should the Local Government 
usurp to themselves these powers, and why they should think that they 
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are the best judges of the interests of the people, even in religious matters, 
where they are going to help their own co-religionists? As regards the 
composition of the Karachi Committee, I find the same thing. In that 
Committee*, there are 17 members, of whom eight members are nominated 
by the Local Government. What special claim have the Local Govern¬ 
ment to nominate their own men on these Committees, when properly the 
Municipalities and in some places the District Boards should elect mem¬ 
bers to these Committees? That is the one general principle to which I 
have objection, and if that is the principle, I think the House will be well 
advised in opposing this measure going to the Select Committee unless 
Government explain that that is not the principle to which the House is 
committed. 

There is a slight matter in clause 4 (^) (c) regarding elected Muslim 
members of Ihc Bombay Medical Council. I submit this should not be 
confined to Muslim members alone. Here you want medical advice, I 
think non-Muslims also can offer their best advice in this matter. That 
is however a small matter I should like to press on the House that the 
imam ground for consideration of the House is that the Select Committee 
should bo free to alter the composition of these Committees in a way that 
there .should be not only a slight majority, but a large majority of elected 
members m the Committees of the different ports. 

Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim (Chittagong Division: Muhammadan 

liiirnl). 1 had not. the least idea of speaking on this motion, but it appears 
that Go\eminent in a quiet way have brought in such an important piece 
of legislation when they thought perhaps that in a thin House it would 
be possible for them to have it passed uncontested. As one who comes 
from a province wherefrom a largo number of Hajis go over to Hejaz for 
pilgrimage every year, I think it would be pertinent on my part to say a 
few words on the principle of tins Bill. We have been told, day in and 
day out, with regard to the coming millennium, that it i> likel\ to come 
within the next one or two years whore the rule would be that all the 
non-officials would be elected and so forth, but it appears to though 
in a disguised form, the Honourable Member who introduced this Bill 
has said that perhaps it is not likely to bind the coming Assembly, with 
regaid to the principle of the Bill, but still I think the mischief will be 
committed if this Bill is allowed to go in this w*av even to the Select 
Committee without some sort of criticism My Honourable friend Mr. 
Mitra has very pertinently pointed out that, whether it has been tie result* 
of a long thought-nut deliberation on the part of the Department of my 
Honourable friend Sir Fazl-i-Hnsain, or whether it is the result of the 
deliberations of the m.iioritv of the Standing Haj Committee of this 
Assembly that, tin's principle lias been introduced, the mischief is there. 
If I am not- giving out any secrets, it seems to me that w’ith regard to 
the composition of the Port- Haj Committee at Calcutta, the Government 
of India have surrendered body and soul to the representations of the 
Government- of Bengal. It seems that some unfair pressure was put on 
the Standing Haj Committee of the Government of India, and perhaps that 
unfair pressure is responsible for this most unbusiness-like constitution 
which they have suggested for the Calcutta Committee. It surpasses one's 
comprehension that the Government of India, over which my Honourable 
friend Sir Fazl-i-Husain presides, should come to this Assembly with this 
form of constitution. You know to whom this Committee will be respon¬ 
sible : they will be responsible to the people in that tract of land starting 
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from S’adiya in tlie North East, down to my place in the South'East and 
Bihar to the West. That is a very large tract of land, and to have this 
huge tract represented at Calcutta in the manner proposed seems, to put 
it mildly, puerile. I am really surprised that the Government of India 
could only think of giving representation on that Committee to the extent 
of four non-official Muslims, who might perhaps be members of the District 
Boards. Perhaps the only exception is this: that the people who might 
be eligible for membership might be non-members as well; but it seems 
so bad that they could not think of any other method for giving the 
moffussil area of Bengal au effective voice m this matter except to the 
£xtent of allowing only four scats on that body. If you proceed a little 
further. Air. President, you will see that perhaps tin* composition of the 
Committees at Bombay and Karachi is also not very happy, but still 1 
think the Select Committee will be very well advised to take notice of the 
fact that in the year of grace 1932 this sort ol netrogrnte tiling is pro¬ 
posed and whether they should allow such a nou-chalant Government like 
the Government of Bengal to ride rough shod over the wishes of ihe people. 
We have the advantage of legal luminaries like Sir Abdur liuhiui and 
shrewd men like Mr. Ghuznavi on the Select Committee, and I hope and 
trust that they will modify ibis clause 4 at least, which relates to the 
composition of these Committee.-, m such a way that it might be agreeable 
to all of us. Air. President, Bengal is a very large province, and the 
Muslim population is as docile*, as could he imagined They are a loyal 
band, and they could surely be trusted to elect their own men to serve oil 
that Port Committee at Calcutta. 

Sir Abdur Rahim (Calcutta and Suburbs: Aluharumadan I'rban): Air. 
President, I am very much obliged to my friend, Mr. Alitra, lor drawing 
my attention to this particular clau.se of the Bill which is sought to be 
referred to a Select Committee It does strike one as rather strange that 
in Bengal, neither the Local Government nor the Government ot India 
could find a large enough constituency tor Muslims It? elect a few mem¬ 
bers of the Committee for this purpose. It is not a question of principle. 
I take it the principle that is involved is that a Committee will be estab¬ 
lished in the principal ports of pilgrim traffic to assist Muslim pilgrims to 
the Hejaz; and it does not seem to be necessary even for Bengal that there 
should be a preponderance of members nominated by the Government 
J take it that is a point more or loss of detail which can be rectified in 
the Select Committee. If that is so, I think it may very well be left to 
the Select Committee to rectify the mistake. 

Haji Ohaudhury Muhammad Ismail Khan (Bakarganj cum Faridpur: 
'Muhammadan Rural): Sir, I have to congratulate the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber in charge of tlie Bill on having framed this Bill; but I cannot for a 
moment accept clause 4 of the Bill, whereby 15 out of 19 of the members 
are to be nominated. I do not see why what has been found possible in 
Ifcho case of Bombay and Karachi has been found impossible in the ease 
of Bengal. I hope the House will agree with me when I say that there 
is no justification whatsoever for this kind of differentiation of one province 
from the other. By so doing, the Government have not formed a correct 
opinion about. Bengal, which is one of the first and foremost in point of 
the huge number of pilgrims. At the last meeting of the Standing Haj 
Committee in Simla, I opposed the procedure of nomination vehemently; 
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and some othdr members including Mr. Clayton supported me; but I now 
sec that the Government of India have not heeded our joint opposition. 
I hope the Select Committee will mend the matter. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions: Non-Muham¬ 
madan Dural): Sir, I do not rJ se to oppose this reference to Select Com¬ 
mittee but to pom! out that the only representative from my party on the 
Select Committee is S'ir Hari Singh (lour. I would suggest the name of 
Bhai Parma Nand also to be added 1o the Select Committee. 1 do not 
look upon this as ari essentially Muslim business; it has no communal out¬ 
look at all, though lhi position as put in the Dili is only communal. I 
do not like the communal aspects of this Bill, for instance, if you refer to 
clause 4, \ou will lind that it is communal throughout, including the 
Medical Council of Bombay—for instance where it says. ‘‘The elected 
Muslim members oi the Bombay Medical Council". Oommimalism so far 
as Muslim doctor-, alone ministering to the Muslim pilgrims is open to 
von serious objection, and incidentally affords comment upon our ambition 
to develop democratic institutions in mr country. I hope the Honourable 
gent b in.m will accept m\ suggestion in regard to Bhai Parma Nand being 
included m this Committee, because as. our party lias only one represent a 
five on 1 lii- (oinmittec. it is entitled to .adequate representation; and 
whatever rontmuisml clauses there may hi* m this Bill, it is not a 
matter to la* discussed at this stage, hut in the Committee: and the object 
of all the members of the Committee should he to ameliorate the condi¬ 
tions of Muslim pilgrims to the Heja/, a suh]cct on which there can be 
no < nmn»\eis\ uh.itcMT. 

Mr. President: I><»es tie- Hoimm-abU- Member agree, to the addition 
of the name suggested ' } 

Sir Frank Noyce: I am really m a somewhat difficult position. Sir. . . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola): The Chair 
will explain the position to the Honourable Member. A suggestion is made 
fur tin- addition ,»! .. name Tie* Mi mher m charge is entitled either to 
accept the name or to refuse to do so If the Member in charge refuses 
to accept tin• suggestion, then the Member making the suggestion is en¬ 
titled to move it in the form of an amendment. That is the correct pro¬ 
cedure. Tin Chair wishes to know, m the iirst instance, whether the 
Honourable Member js agreeable to accept the suggestion of Mr. Ranga 
Iyer.’ 

Sir Frank Noyce: I regret. Sir, that I am unable to accept the sugges¬ 
tion. We readily accepted the suggestion made this morning that Bhai 
Parma Nand should he added to the Select Committee on the Indian 
Merchant Shipping (Amendment) Bill, because that involves issues which 
do not entirely affect the Muslim community. This is. 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member need not give his reasons at 
this stage. 

Sir Frank Noyce: I am sorry, Sir. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola): The Hon¬ 
ourable Member has stated that he is not willing to accept the suggestion. 
If the Honourable Member who made the suggestion moves an amend¬ 
ment to add the name, the Honourable Member will be entitled to give hie 
reasons in opposing it. This is not the stage w'hen these reasons can be 
given. 
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Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: May I move, Sir, that the name of Bhai 

Parma Nand be included in the list. I can easily tell the Honourable 
Member in charge of the Bill that if he does not include the name that 
I suggest, so far as this particular Bill is concerned, it may be that at a 
later stage there may be difficulties in the passing of this Bill. My only 
object in making the suggestion is to avoid future difficulties in the passing 
of the Bill so that, whatever discussion there might be in regard to this 
Bill in camera , it will not be public property, but it will be so when the 
Bill emerges from the Select Committee. Therefore mine is a very helpful 
suggestion. I do not propose to press my motion to a division, but I 
thought it was my duty to toll the Government that all these matters 
could be better discussed inside the Committee than on the floor of this 
House before the Bill emerges from the Select Committee. 

Mr. President: Amendment proposed: 

“That tho name of Bhai Parma Nand be added to the list, forming the Select. Com¬ 
mittee proposed by the Honourable Member, Sir Frank Noyce. Both tho original motion 
and the amendment are now bofore tho House.” 

Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi (Tirhut Division: Muhammadan): 
Mr. President, I have been (rung to find what is exactly at the back 
of m\ Honourable friend’s mind when ho suggests that Bhai Parma Nand's 
name should be included in the list of members of the Select Com¬ 
mittee . 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer: Bhai Parma Nand is a member of my party. 

Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi: Bhai Parma Nand might he a very 
good man to advise us as to how legislation should proceed in matters 
which concern his own community, but T submit that in a matter like this, 
which exclusively concerns the Muslim community, he will not- be able to 
give us much help. 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer: Then A\hv do aou want Sir Hari Singh Gour? 

Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi: If mv friend s contention is that 
there should he some one from that side, I mean from the Nationalist 
Group, on this Committee, that is a different matter altogether. 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer: That is exactlv mv position; T stated so. 

Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi: Therefore, I <:oing to snv that 
there is already one Member, who is the Leader of tho Nationalist Party, 
on the Select Committee, and T do not know whv in spite of that, Bhai 
Parma‘Nand’s name should be added. 

Sir Abdur Rahim: T think, Sir. 

MT. President: Are you speaking on the amendment? 


Sir Abdur Rahim: Yes. Sir; I think we ought to accept the suggestion’ 
put forward by Mr. Ranga Tver, which is, as I understood him, that ho 
wants his party to be properly represented ...... 
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An Honourable Member: Sir Hari Singh Gour is already there. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: Supposing he is ill? 

Sir Abdur Rahim: Supposing the Leader of Mr. Ranga Iyer's party is 
ill; or he wants some one else to be on the Committee to represent his party. 
From that point of view I do not think myself there can be any objec¬ 
tion at all to this suggestion. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division: Muhammadan Rural): 

I think, Sir, my friends the Muslim Members must welcome the sugges¬ 
tion made by my friend Mr. Ranga Iyer. When my friends find that the 
Hindu Members are willing to co-operate with us or to lend us any help, 
such help should be sincerely welcomed and appreciated, and there can be 
no objection whatever to the suggestion made by my friend Mr. Ranga Iyer. 
If there is any apprehension in the minds of certain Honourable Members 
that their views might be opposed bv a man like Bhai Parma Nand then I 
should al\\a\s welcome such a man who is always opposed to me to be 
with me to see that what T am doing is the right thing and convince him 
in private conversation while sitting in the Committee that we are right’ 
and shut up Ins mouth from publicly opposing any measure* affecting our 
community without having an adequate idea of tin* peculiar difficulties 
affecting these pilgrims. T see no objection, therefore to the suggestion of 
my friend Mr. Ranga Iyer, rather I welcome it, and strongly support the 
motion. 

Sir Frank Noyce: Tti view of what has fallen from Sir Abdur Rahim and 
Mr. Yamin Klmn. I entirely withdraw’ my opposition to the proposal. 

Mr. K. P. Thampan (\Ye-t (’nasi and XilgirU' Non-Muhammadan 
Rural): Sir, T should hlce to speak a word or two on the main motion. I 
am not interested m this Bill, 1 nm\ also confess at the same tune that 
I have not cured to go through the Report of the Haj Committee, but 
on going through the sewrnl sections of the Bill, it struck me *hat I 
might at this early stage venture to suggest th.d some kind of statutory 
provision may be made to appoint one Moplah on the Bombay Com¬ 
mittee Sir. the Moplilison the \Ye*t (’oasf form a pecul’ar community. 
The' do not know the Urdu language or the language that is spoken in 
Arabia <»r Heja^ and thev form b\ themselves a separate class. I know 
though tlie\ n>v ver\ deepK religious the\ are illiterate and many of them 
go to TTepr/ ever} \ear If then* is any class of Muskms who stand 
in need of protection and advice in such matters it is the Mopkihs. I find 
there is provision for as many ns 10 elected members on the Committee, 
but there is absoluteU no chance for any Moplah to sock election into the 
Committee. 

Mr. Rahimtoola M. Chinoy (Bombay City: Muhammadan Urban’): May 
I inform the Honourable Member that the Deputy Protector of Pilgrims 
in Bombay is a Moplah? 

Mr. K. P. Thampan: I am verv glad to hear it, and I onlv want the 
same to continue in the future also. T am aware that my friend Mr. 
Uppi Saheb who represents them in their House is more competent and 
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would have been able to deal with this matter much better than I can 
do but unfortunately J do not find him now in his seat here. I therefore 
take this opportunity to appeal to the Government and the general body 
of Muslim Members at this early stage that it may be statutorily provided 
to appoint at least one Moplali on the Committee in Bombay. 

An Honourable Member: The question may now be put, Sir. 

Mr. President: 1 accept the closure. 

Before calling upon the Honourable Member to reply. 1 should like to 
ask Mr. lhuiga Iyer whether in view of tlie fact that the addition of Bhai 
Parma Nund’s name has been accepted bv the Member in charge, he would 
withdraw Ins amendment V 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: Yes, Sir. 

The amendment was, by lea\e uj the Assembly, withdrawn. 

Sir Prank Noyce : Sir, 1 have very few words to say. The only import¬ 
ant point which lias been raised in connection with this motion is the 
constitution of the Ha] Committee at Calcutta, Bombay and Karachi, and 
I need hardly say that this i s a matter which is open to discussion in the 
Select Committee. Government are not committed to any definite figure 
under any of the various heads The onh other point, Sir. that 1 have to 
deal with is that made by Mr Tlmmpan, and 1 have little doubt that 
Ids proposal to appoint a Moplali to the I'.omlau Haj Committee will be 
duly considered b\ the Select Committee. 

Mr. President: The question i*: 

“That the Bill to establish committees in the principal ports of pilgrim traffic to assist 
Muslim pilgrims to the Hejaz. be referred to a Scloet Committee consisting of Khan Bahadur 
Haji Wajihuddin, Kunwar Kaji Jsmail Ali Khan, Sir Abdur Rahim, Mnulvi Suyyid Murtuza 
Saheb Bahadur, Maulvi Muhammad Shateo Daoodi, Sir Htiri Singh Clour, Mr. A. H. 
Ghuznavi, Mr. M. Mas wood Ahmad. Lieut. Nawab Muhammad Ibrahim Ali Khan, 
Haji Chaudhury Muhammad Tsmail Khan, Mr. Rahimtoola M. Chinoy, Bhai ParmaNand, 
and the Mover and that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to con¬ 
stitute a meeting of the Committee shall ho five.’* 

The motion w-as adopted. 


THE HEJAZ PILGRIMS (MUALLIMS) BILL. 

Sir Prank Noyce (Secretary, Department of Education, Health and 
Lands): Sir, I move : 

** That the Bill to regulate the activities of persons in British India who offer to assist 
Muslim pilgrims to the Hejaz be referred to a Select Committee consisting, of Khan 
Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin, Kunwar Haji Ismail Ali Khan, Sir Abdur Rahim, Maulvi 
Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur. Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi, Sir Hari Singh 
Gour, Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi, Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad, Lieut. Nawab Muhammad 
Ibrahim Ali Khan, Haji Chaudhuri Muhammad Ismail Khan, Mr. Rahimtoola M. Chinoy, 
Bhai Parma Nand, and the Movor and that the number of members whose presence shall 
he necessary to constitute a meeting of the Committee shall be five.” 
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Mr. M. Mas wood Ahmad (Patna and Chota 'Nagpur cum Orissa:, 
Muhammadan): This is a very important Bill. It imposes many restric¬ 
tions on those muaUima , who are generally foreign subjects. Not only 
that, but it gives powers of control to the Central Government and the Pro¬ 
vincial Governments. Clause 3 deals with the power of the Governor General 
in Council to make rules. Clause 5 deals with^the power of Local Govern¬ 
ments to make rules. Clause 0 deals with the penalty for acting as a 
mualUtn without a licence. Clause 7 deals with presumption regarding 
motive, clause 8 deals with the penalty for contravention of the conditions 
of licence, and so on. At the same time, although this Bill has been 
brought forward on the recommendations of the Haj Committee, I will 
say that there were two kind* of recommendations One was open recom¬ 
mendation and the other was confidential recommendation and as far as I 
remember, no comment has appeared in any paper on the confidential recom¬ 
mendations at anytime Further when such an important measure is refer¬ 
red to a State Committer, the opinions of the Local Governments and of the 
1'lentan and other Muslim institution* should be before 4 the Committee for 
their guidance. T therefore request the Honourable Member in charge to 
at least circulate flu* Bill b\ executive order If the Honourable Member 
in charge finds any difficulty even m doing so, thru I suggest that a few 
copies in Crdii should be supplied t<» Members to send them nut t-o differ¬ 
ent in wsp.tpers. .Muslim institutions ,.nd Ulema or la 4 should ask Mem* 
hers t.« mu* a bst ,>f llie msMnt’ons persons, newspapers, and Ulemas 
to whom the Bill can be sent for opinion, because this is a very important 
matter and maalhm^ an- u« in rally inhabitants oj a foreign co mtry and 
they arc restricted lo this Bill There are also other tilings in this Bill. 
So, the opinion of /’/» ma* and "tilers must he taken, and I request the 
Honourable Member in charge to consider my suggestion. 

An Honourable Member: What about Maulvi Muhammad Sbafeo Daoodi 
and Maulvi S.ivvid Murtu/n Sahib Bahadur? 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: Tin \ ..re not Ulema* as far as T know A 
man yvhn is called a Maulana docs not mean that he is an alim and he 
has read all the verses of the Koran. (Laughter.) When I said verses 
of the Koran. T mean a detailed studs of tin* Koran with its several inter¬ 
pretations and meaning The*#* an* many Ihnlisrs and tilings like that. 
There is one series yvhudi is e died Sahah F'Ua contains many books and 
yolmnes There .ire main otbci series in TLnh* 

Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur (South Madras: Muham- 
madanV T should thank the Honourable Member “Mr. Maswood Alimad 
for having given a certificate in favour of Maulana Shafee Daoodi and 
myself ( lu Honourable M<mhcr‘ “Not a certificate”^ Yes. it is a 
certificate saying that- so and so are not Ulemas We do not pose our¬ 
selves as highly cultured accomplished men so far as Islamic theology is 
concerned, but my Honourable friend should at the same time know that 
whatever i» wanted for the observance of Islamic tenets Maulana Shafee 
Daoodi and myself are supposed to know. I should bring to the notice of 
the House in this connection that he has cast a slur on our Committee—I 
mean the last speaker, Mr. Maswood Ahmad. He said, I think that our 
committee submitted two reports, one being public and the other a confiden¬ 
tial one. I repudiate that charge on the floor of this House. So far as 
we are concerned, we did not at all send any confidential report, and we 
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do not know what confidential report was sent by our President. He may 
or he may not have sent any confidential report, but so far as we are con¬ 
cerned, we have sent only one report, and that report iB the report which 
is before the public now. So, my friend Mr. Maswood Ahmad was wrong 
in having cast a slur on us. 

Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim (Chittagong Division: Muhammadan 
liural): I am grateful to you for allowing me to catch your eye, Mr. 
President, but 1 will not take more than two minutes. It is really sur¬ 
prising that Mr. Maswood Ahmad should come and inflict unnecessary 
rematks on some of the prominent and respectable members of my society 
who are Members of this House. Mr. Maswood Ahmad perhaps forgot 
himself in giving support to those gentlemen, the muallims who are parasites 
in our society that he had also a responsibility as a gentleman. The 
tyranny of the muallims is more or less a scandal at least in my part of 
Bengal. If this Bill does something to mitigate the hardship which is 
practised on poor Muslims, In the muallims , 1 think it will have done bare 
justice to some of the people of this countrv. Besides, the muallims are 
not all of foreign domicile—there are many local muallims, who carry on 
this trade as guides—I do not know if it will be possible to have the 
opinion of the iioxciiuiituts ot He|ay, and other Islamic countries within 
such a short time by any executive orders, but I feel that a& we are 
mosth concerned on this side with the safety and tranquillity of the Indian 
pilgrims alone, this measure inu\ be given a trial, and put on the Statute- 
book as quickly as possible. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: On a point of personal explanation, Sir. 
Some of the papers which w*ere supplied to us as members of the Haj 
Committee w T ere marked confidential. Apart from this I just now enquir¬ 
ed and came to know that there are confidential recommendations. I did 
not say that there was another confidential report, rather I said there are 
confidential recommendations which cannot be denied. I repudiate the 
statement if any one claims that there is no confidential recommendation, 
at all. 

Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: Of course, my Honourable 
friend has modified what he has said .... 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member has already spoken. 

Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: On a personal explanation, 
Sir. 

Mr. President: Let it be a personal explanation only. 

Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: When 1 said I repudiate hie 
statement, of course, I said that the statement he had made was not a 
correct one. but so far as Kamraon quarantine and some other international 
matters are concerned there w r as a confidential recommendations as advised 
by the Government. 

Sir Abdur Rahim (Calcutta and Suburbs: Muhammadan Urban): I 
just wash to say one word. Though I have not performed a pilgrimage 
myself so far, I know as a matter of fact that a Bill of this character is 
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extremely necessary and will be found to be very useful, especially to the 
Muslim population of Bengal. 1 have met some of these muallim$ who 
come now and then to India to canvass for clients, and we all know that the 
pilgrims, at any rate many of them, suffer very great hardships at their 
hands. So far as* any of these hardships and difficulties may be mitigated, 

I think we ought to give every support to the principle and scope of this- 
Bill. 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan (Nominated Non-Official): Sir, from 
the Western Punjab no man has been taken on the Select Committee. 
Sayyid Ilajun Baksh Shah was a member of the Haj Committee and 
in the interests ol the Mussalmans I propose that he should be taken on 
the Select Conuniitee. He is a leader of the Mussalmans and a Pir of 
that part of the country. Unfortunately my province has not been 
represented and I do not like to mention my own name. If the Honourable 
Member in charge agrees, I shall offer myself. If not, I propose the name 
of Say \ id Bnjan Baksh Shah. 

Sir Abdur Rahim: I propose that Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan be 
also added to the Select Committee. 

Mr. President: The first suggestion is Khan Bahadur Makhdum Syed 
Bajan Bakg*h Shah’s name be added to the Select Committee. Has the 
Honourable Member in charge any objection? 

Sir Frank Noyce: I have no objection. 

Mr. President: The second suggestion is that the name of Major Nawab 
Ahmad Nawaz Khan be added. 

Sir Frank Noyce : I have equally no objection. 

1 urn very glad to have had the powerful support of the Honourable 
the Leader of the Independent Party to the principle of this Bill. There 
has been no criticism which I have to meet, but I should like to be 
certain that I ha\e understood exactly what my friend Mr. Maswood 
Ahmad said. It his desire is that the opinions of Local Governments 
which were, of course, duly obtained should be placed before the Select 
Committee, 1 need hardly say that there is no objection whatsoever to 
that course. I should he glad to kuow that I have understood him 
correeth. (Mr. Maswood Ahmad nodded assent.) That being so, I 
gladly accept his suggestion. I have nothing more to sav except that- as 
this is iho last occasion cn which I shall appear in my present capacity in' 
this House, I am very glad that it has been in connection with such 
whollv beneficent legislation ns the three Bills, the motions in regard to 
which I have moved to-day. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That the Bill to regulate the activities of persons in British India who offer to 
assist Muslim pilgrims to the llejaz be referred to a Select Committee consisting 
of Khan Bahadur Hnji Wajihuddin. Kunwar Haji Ismail Ali Khan, Sir Abdur 
Rahim, Maulvi Sayyid MtirUizn Snlieb Bahadur, Maulvi Muhammad Shafe e Daoodi, 
Sir Hari Singh Gour, Mr. A TI. Ghusnavi, Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad, Lieut. Nawab 
Muhammad Ibrahim Ali Klian. Haji Chaudhuri Muhammad Ismail Khan Mr. Rahimtoola 
M. Chinoy, Bhai Parma Nand, Khan Bahadur Syed Rajan Baksh Shah, Major 
Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan and the Mover and that the number of members whose 
presence shall be necessary to constitute a meeting of the Committee shall be five.** 

The motion was adopted. 



RESOLUTION TO * AMEND THE PREVIOUS RESOLUTION ON 

ROADS. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore (Member for Industries and Labour): 
Sir, I move: 

“ That this Assembly recommends to the Governor Genoral in Council that the Reso¬ 
lution on roads adopted "by tins Assembly on the 4th February 1030, be amended by the . 
deletion from clause 5 of the words : 

* As an oxcoption to this rule, the amount available for Burma may, for the pre¬ 

sent, be spent on any scheme of road development that is approved by the 
local Government with the concurrence of the local Legislature 

and the substitution of the words : 

* As an exception to this rule the amount availablo for Burma shall be apportioned 

separately in the rat io specified in clause 3 (b) (/) between tlio Shan State 8 
and the remainder of Burma. The amount availablo may, for the present, 
be spent on any scheme of road development that is approved, m the case 
of the Shan States by the Governor after consultation with the Federal 
Council, and in the case of the remainder of Burma by the local Govern¬ 
ment with the concurrence of the local Legislature \ 

I will not detain the House Ion*: over fins Resolution, which it it is 
somewhat formidable m appearance, is reallv in essence extrenu |\ simple 
The lion no will note that under the Resolution of the 4th February 1930 
in the form in which it was passed by this House, the share of Burma in 
the road development account accruing from the surcharge on the petrol 
actually eonsunud in "Burma L to be spent on schemes of road develop¬ 
ment in Burma wifli the concurrence of the local Legislature and the 
approval of the Local Government This Resolution, unfortunately ovei- 
looked two facts Ti ovmlonlod firsi the fact that the "Federated Shan 
States are a sep.irate sub-enlitv from the rest of Ihirnia. and secondly it 
overlooked the fact that under the existing cnn«titut» n. that is the Go\ - 
eminent of India Act and the notifications under the Government of Tndift 
Act, the local Legislature of Burma is definitely precluded from discussing 
any expenditure in the Shan States \\\* have therefore to rectify this 
defect in flic original "Resolution, and wlint we then fore propose to do is 
this. We propose to calculate separately the share r»f tin* "Federated Shan 
States in the Road Development Fund on the same principle that is adopt¬ 
ed in all cases, namely the actual consumption of petrol, and we propose 
that this share shall bo applied to schemes of road development in the 
Shan States by the Governor with the concurrence of the existing Federal 
Council of the Shan States. Honourable Member* will thus see that nil 
that 7 am doing in bringing forward this Resolution is to adapt it to the 
actually existing constitutional position. Without Gnat. T am afraid that 
no monev from the Fund can be spent on ro.wl dt velopment in the Shan 
States. Sir. T move. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa DivLion • Xon-MuharnmadanV. Sir. T rise to support 
the motion moved by my Honourable friend. Sir Joseph Bhore. Sir, under 
the present constitution the method suggested in the new amendment- 
entirely meets the position as the situation demands it. and T have nothing 
further to add. 

Mr. Jeh&ngir K. Munshi (Burma : Non-Furopenn) • Mr President, may 
T inquire from my Honourable friend, Sir Joseph Bhore, whether this 
amendment has been moved at the instance of the Government of Burma-’? 

t 3010 ) 
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The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: Sir, 1 do not quite see how that 
affects the merits of the amendment. If my Honourable friend has any 
reason to urge against the merits of it, I shall be very happy to answer 
any objections that he may put forward. 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshl : The reason why I put this question to the 
Honourable Member is that it is the cherished aim and ambition of His 
Excellency Sir Charles Innes, the Governor of Burma, to dismember Burma 
perpetually into three parts—so-called Burma proper, which remotely 
corresponds to British India; the Shan States, which are supposed to be 
governed by the Shan Chiefs, and which correspond to the Indian States, 
and then comes the third and most amazing part of Burma, the 4 'excluded 
areas' 4 ; up till now, these have been described as “backward tracts”; 
now'they have been promoted to “excluded areas”: and the “excluded 
areas”, Sir, consist of nearly one-half of Burma! It w r ould be of con¬ 
siderable interest to the House to know that these “excluded areas” con¬ 
tain practically the w’hole of the mineral wealth of Burma. The ‘‘excluded 
areas”, which so far have been referred to as “backward tracts”, are not 
within the control—even the partial control—of the Burma Legislative 
Council; and the constitution outlined by the Prime Minister at the close of 
the Burma Bound Table Conference has threatened to perpetuate the dis¬ 
memberment of Burma into three parts—the Shan States, which very 
remotely correspond to the Indian States, the so-called Burma proper 
which is about one-third of the w'hole of Burma, and the “excluded areas”, 
which amount to nearly one-half of Burma. That is the reason, Sir, why 
I asked my Honourable friend Sir Joseph Bhore whether this amendment 
has been dictated by the Government of Burma, because I have noticed 
recently that although other Provincial Governments may address requests 
to the Government of India, the Government of Burma dictates to the 
Government of India regardless of the real welfare of the people of Burma. 
I take it, Sir, from my Honourable friend’s hesitation in answering the 
question, that this amendment has been moved at the instance of the 
Government of Burma; and T stronglv obiect to this House lending its 
support' to the principle of dismembering Burma in this manner. (Hear, 
hear.) ( 

Sir, 1 am afraid my Honourable friend, Mr. B. Das, when he lent his 
support to this motion, did not have this aspect of the position clearly before 
him. This is a matter, Sir, on which Burmans feel acutely. This is a 
matter on which the Burma Legislative Council also feels strongly, and 
I see no sufficient reason for going back on the original motion. The 
original motion permits the Government of Burma to spend the road deve¬ 
lopment money after consulting the Burma Legislative Council; and 
whether the Burma Legislative Council is or is not allowed to have a 
say in the administration of the “excluded areas”, there is no reason to 
suppose that it will be found unreasonable in meeting the Local Govern¬ 
ment’s demand with regard to a fair apportionment of this money in¬ 
tended for road development in Burma. Although it is extremely diffi¬ 
cult to carry any motion against Government in this House, as it is at 
present constituted, I must voice in this House Burmese national senti¬ 
ment which strongly resents any effect to dismember Burma and to keep 
outside the control of the Legislature in Burma nearly two-third of Burma 
which contains practically the whole of the mineral wealth of Burma. 
(Applause.) ( 
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Mr. S. 0. Mitra (Chittagong and Rajshahi Divisions: Non-Muhamma- 
dan Rural): Sir, I did not move my motion for postponement of the 
consideration of this Resolution because I thought that it did 
P,M ' not refer to any constitutional question at all, and as I heard 
the Honourable the Mover of the Resolution I thought it was confined 
merely to the road adjustment fund without any reference to the con¬ 
stitutional questions at stake; but if this Resolution in any way antici¬ 
pates the future of Burma and its federation, then I shall appeal to you, 
Sir, that this would be a very contentious and very important question 
which should not be taken up now'. I should like to hear from the 
Honourable Member who moved it whether that is his intention. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: Sir, 1 shall be very glad to satisfy 
the doubt which has arisen in the mind of my Honourable friend, Mr. Mitra. 
I can give him an assurance that there is absolutely no intention of pre¬ 
judicing in any waj and to ihe slightest degree the constitutional position 
of the future (Hear, hear). All that this motion does is that it takes account 
of the existing constitutional position, which makes it impossible under the 
existing Act and under the existing notifications for this expenditure to 
be incurred on the Shan States, if the Resolution is not amended The 
c nlv result of rejecting this Resolution will be that the Shan States will 
have to go without the money to which they have a moral right 1 hope, 
Sir, that will put the case in its true light for my Honourable friend's 
information. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions: Non-Muham¬ 
madan Rural): Sir, after my Honourable friend, Mr. Munshi’s speech, one 
would have thought that a rod herring had been drawn *utos« the trail, 
hut after the assurance given b\ the Honourable Member in charge, I 
think every apprehension that has been unnecessarily raised has been laid 
at rest, and I think there should be no difficulty in agreeing to the passing 
of this motion. 

Mr. President: The question is: , 

“ That this Assemblv recommends to the Governor General in Council that the Reso¬ 
lution on roads adopted by this Assembly on the 4th February, 1930, be amended by the 
deletion from clause 5 of the words : 

‘ As an exception to this rule, the amount available for Burma may. for the present 
bo spent on anv scheme of road development that is approved by the Local 
Government, with tho concurrence of the local Legislature ; * 
and the substitution of the words : 

‘ As an exception to this rule tho amount available for Burma sliall bo apportioned 
separately in the ratio specified in clause 3 ( b) (i) between tho Shan States 
and the remainder of Burma. The amount available may, for the present, 
be spent on any scheme of road development that is approved, in the case 
of the Shan States by tho Governor after consultation with the Federal 
Council, and in the case of the remainder of Burma by the Local Govern¬ 
ment with the concuiTonce of the local Legislature V* 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President: I understand that the Honourable Member, Sir Abdur 
Rahim, 'wishes to make a statement on the South African question. Sir 
Abdur Rahim. 

STATEMENT RE SOUTH AFRICA. 

Sir Abdur Bahim (Calcutta and Suburbs: Muhammadan Urban)* With 
your permission. Sir, I wish to make a brief statement of the position on 
•this side of tho House with reference to the statement that was made this 



STATEMENT re SOUTH AFRICA. 3013 

morning as regards the South African situation. The Honourable Member 
who made that statement gave his reasons why the Government was not 
able to say anything until to-day with reference to what happened between 
the Delegation of this Government and the South African Government. Sir, 
we accept that as a good reason, but all that I wish to say is this, that 
this is a question in which this House is very deeply interested, as is well- 
known to, the Government. If wo have not raised any discussion upon 
the statement that has been made, it is simply because we had not the 
opportunity of studying what actually happened, what has been actually 
achieved, and we thought it/ desirable in view of the further fact that this is 
the Inst day of this session, or practically the last day, that we should have 
an assurance from the Government that not only full opportunity will be 
given to us at the next session in Simla to discuss the South African posi¬ 
tion but also that the Government will watch the course of events and see 
that nothing is done in the meantime which will prejudice the Indian case. 
That is the assurance which this side of the House would like to have from 
the Government. 

I i 

The Honourable Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain (Member for Education, Health 
and Lands): Sir, the Honourable Member has asked for two assurances to 
be given- one i^ Hint a Government, day will be given for the discussion 
of this statement in the Simla session. T have no difficulty whatsoever 
in assuring the House that if Honourable Members desire in Simla, after 
having studied the whole matter, that they wish to have a discussion, a 
Government day shall be provided for the discussion. The second point 
on which the Honourable Member has desired an assurance is. so far as 
T have been able to follow him, that nothing shall be done between now 
and the discussion which will in nnv way alter matters in South Africa. 
Have I understood the Honourable Member aright? 

Sir Abdur Rahim: I said nothing would be done to prejudice the Indian 
case and that Government will watch the situation. 

The Honourable Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husaiu : As for watching the situation 
I can assure him that wo will do it very very thoroughly. The position 
is this, lhat to-day Dr. Malan has made this very statement in the Houses 
of Parliament in Cape Town. As mentioned in our statement, the Trans¬ 
vaal Hill has been reintroduced in a modified form and that has to pass 
through their Parliament. That is their law. T have not the slightest 
doubt that the Honourable Members feel that the Parliament there has 
to get through their legislation just as wo here have to get through our 
legislation. As «>\ir Agent informs us from time to time whether any 
amendment is coining on which might prejudice our case, we at once give him 
instructions to do what he can in making representations to the Member- 
in-charge. Of course, we have no Indian rejiresentative in the Union 
Parliament and therefore we can do nothing in, that. way. But I assure 
him that our Agent there and we ourselves here will keep a very watchful 
eye on how this legislation progresses and if it is necessary to take any 
action, we shall have io take that action forthwith. I have no doubt from 
the assurances received when we were in South Africa, that the amendments 
that- Dr. Mnlan has told u< he has incorporated in the Bill will be passed. 
Yet, it is impossible for any one to say that the Parliament hag no right 
to refuse to pass them just as it would be impossible for me to commit, 

, b2 
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the whole House. All that I can say is that I have assurances from all 
parts of the House that they will be passed. 1 think that iB about all that 
any Government can say, and I trust that Honourable Members will find, 
it suitable. 

REPORT ON FINANCIAL QUESTIONS ARISING OUT OF THE 
PROPOSED SEPARATION OF BURMA FROM INDIA. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member): Sir, 1 beg to 
move: 

“ That the Report by the Standing Finance C ommittoe on financial questions arising 
out of the proposed separation of Burma from India be taken into consideration ”. 

Eefore I say anything in explanation of this motion, I must make some 
reference to an amendment which is down on the paper to the effect that 
consideration should be postponed till the Simla session. I wish to make 
it clear at the outset that we, on this side of the House, are most anxious 
to meet the wishes of the Honourable Members in this case, and if it is 
the desire of the House that this discussion should not proceed, or at least 
that the debate should not be concluded now, but should be adjourned till 
the Simla session, then, so far as Government are concerned, they will 
certainly not endeavour t-o make such a course impossible. But before 
the House expresses an opinion on tki 8 issue, I am bound to explain to 
them exactly what the position is and why it is that we felt it to be essential 
to give the House an opportunity to discuss this motion this session. If 
therefore I speak now at any length on the general subject, I want to make 
it clear that it is not becuuse I am prejudging the case as to whether the 
motion is to be postponed or not, but merely because we, on the Govern¬ 
ment side, feel that the House cannot really be asked to express a view 
on that issue before we have explained to them exactly what is involved. 
We regret as much as any Honourable Members opposite can possibly 
regret that it has not been possible to bring this motion forward earlier 
in this session. But T would remind Honourable Members that throughout 
the session we, on this side of the House, have done our best to adapt the 
proceedings to suit their conveniences so far as it lav with us to have any 
influence on the matter, and that it really has not been possible to bring 
this motion forward at anv earlier date, after the date on which the Standing 
Finance Committee completed their Report. On the other hand I might 
also remind the House that we did give notice of our intention to bring 
this matter forward some considerable period ago, and therefore it cannot 
be said that we have sprung it as a surprise at the last moment. Now I 
wish at this late hour to be as brief as possible; but I feel that in injtro- 
ducing this motion I really must, as shortly as possible, put the issues 
before the House In the first place I would remind the House that any 
consideration of the financial issues at this stage is purely hypothetical. 
We can merely consider what would be the financial issues or consequences 
if separation is to take place. No one is asked to commit himself in any 
way on the issue of separation: and that point has been very clearly 
brought out by the Standing Finance Committee themselves in their Report. 
Paragraph 2 of that Report reads as follows: 

“ In the first place the Committee recorded that its consent to take the memorandum 
into consideration implied no expression of anv views on the merits of the question of 
separation as such. It merely discussed the financial consequences which would ensue 
if Burma were separated from India." 
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Turning to a second point, I would like to remind the House of tribat 

hns been the procedure by which we have reached the present position and 
^rhat that procedure involves for the future. In the first place there were 
certain recommendations made from India to the Round Table Conference. 

I he Government of Burma themselves suggested a definite procedure 
ior the examination of these financial questions. In paragraph 10 of their 
letter to the Government of India dated the 13th August, 1930, they said: 

“ It is believed that by correspondence and negotiation between the two governments 
it will be possible to reach, not indeed agreement on all points at issue, but an agreed 
statement of the case, and it is proposed that this agreed statement of the case, or if 
even this measure of agreement cannot be reached, the views of the two governments, 
should be laid before a board of neutral or impartial arbitrators.” 

The Government- of India themselves took very much the same view 
of the situation. The Government of India in paragraph 93 of their consti¬ 
tutional despatch of the 30th September, 1930, wrote as follows. 

“It- is clear that the separation of tho finances of the country will raise extremely 
difficult issues requiring close expert analysis, in the decision of which it will bo essential 
to hold an even balance between what muy bo conflicting claims. Wo agree with the 
local government that the best method of approaching this difficult problem is to en¬ 
deavour by mutual cooperation between tho Government of India and the Government 
of Burma to draw up an agreed statement of tho case for reference to an impartial tri¬ 
bunal. The subjects requiring settlement will be of a technical nature-- and would include, 
besides the normal questions of tho adjustment of revenue and expenditure, such matters 
as tho allocation of debt charges and tho adjustment of currency arrangements. No 
constitutional commission can deal satisfactorily with those questions, for its functions 
would be entirely different, as also its probable methods of inquiry.” 

So that, both we and the Government of Burma agreed that the best 
method of dealing with this matter was that the two Governments should 
endeavour to settle an agreed statement of the case, and that that case 
should he submitted to an arbitral tribunal. We on our side felt very strongly 
that the issues involved were so important and that wo ourselves were in 
a somewhat difficult position in arriving at a settlement on points about 
which it would be impossible for us in all their details to consult the Legis¬ 
lature or to obtain support, from public opinion in India; and we therefore 
felt that it was much to he preferred that the whole matter should a s far 
as possible he decided by an independent arbitral tribunal. 

That remains the outstanding feature in tho whole situation to-day. 
Fmm those two despatches which were written before the Round Table 
Conference assembled, I would turn to the actual recommendations of the 
Purina Sub-committee of the Round Table Conference. That Sub-Com¬ 
mittee practically accepted the recommendations of the Government of 
India. They said * 

“ The questions are very difficult and technical and the sub-committee consider 
that they should be dealt with in tho manner recommended by the Government of India 
in paragraph 93 of their despatch. The sub-committee also recommend that when the 
ease has boon thoroughly explored by the experts of tho two governments the statements 
prepared by those experts should be laid before the Standing Finance Committees of the 
Indian Legislative Assembly and the Burma Legislative Council respectively, and that 
representatives of those committees should be associated with the experts in the proceeds 
ings of the arbitral board.” 

This is a point to which I would call the special attention of the House,— 
that the Burma Sub-Committee recommended not only that the experts 9 
statement of the case should be considered by the Standing Finance Gom- 
mittee, but that the two Standing Finance Committees should be actually 
associated with the proceedings before the arbitral tribunal. 
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Then lastly in order to make clear exactly what the present position 
is, I would remind the House of what the Prime Minister said in hiB speech 
winding up the Burma Bound Table Conference. He said 

“ It is on those general linos that His Majesty’s Government will be prepared to 
frame for the approval of Parliament a constitution for Burma separated from India. 
But the first stage is to ascertain whether the people of Burma endorse the provisional' 
decision that separation should tako place. To enable them to take a decision on this 
matter, they should be aware not only of the general nature of the constitution proposed 
but also of the financial consequences of separation. Tho exports’ report on the financial 
problem has already been published. His Majesty’s Government will tako steps m co¬ 
operation with tho Government of India and tho Government of Burma to press on the 
consideration of the question to a decision. With this material boforo them, tho people 
of Burma will be in a position to decide whether or not they are in favour of separation 
from India. His Majesty’s Government consider that tho decision might best bo taken 
after a general olection in which this particular issue has been placed before tho elector¬ 
ate. The life of the present Legislative Council has been extended for a year so that the 
election must be held before tho end of the year.’* 

Now, it is in connection with that thirty I wish to put to the House the 
reasons for our considering it necessary to bring forward this motion this 
session. The House is aw'are that the Government of Burma will probably 
hold elections on the lines indicated in the Prime Minister’s statement, in 
October of this year: and the> will also appreciate the fact that it is im¬ 
portant that when the people of Burma are, asked to vote at that election 
which will be an election for creating a Council which will have to consider 
the issue of separation,—they w T ill realise that it is most important that 
the people of Purina should know' exactly what the practical consequences 
of separation will be; and among the nmst important parts of those practical 
consequences are the financial consequences Therefore we feel that if 
the Government of Burma press us to proceed with the consideration of 
this financial issue and press also for the setting up of that arbitral tribunal 
during this Summer, so that its award might be known before the elections 
in October, we felt that w’e could not possibly resist • we should indeed be 
guilty of obstruction if we put ourselves in a position of making it 
impossible for them to proceed on those lines. Therefore we feel that we 
may be forced t-o deal with this financial issue in the course of the Summer 
months. That being the case, wo could not possibly allow this session to 
close without putting the position before this House. I may inform the 
House that I took the opportunity of sounding the opinions of members 
of the Standing Finance Committee on this question, and they all agreed 
that the Government of India would really be treating the Legislative 
Assembly in a manner which might be open to serious criticism if they 
allowed this session to close without bringing this matter forward. 

That is the actual position with which we have to deal. I would now 
remind the House of exactly w'hat has happened on the lines of the pro¬ 
cedure which was accepted by the Burma Bound Table Conference. Two 
financial experts, one on behalf of the Government of India and one on 
behalf of the Government of Burma, were appointed to make a study of 
the technical issues involved: and the results of that study are embodied 
in the Beport which has been before the House for some time, wdiich we 
normally refer to now as the Howard-Nixon Beport. I would remind the 
House in that connection that this Beport does not purport to be anything 
more than a statement of the case. It is true that the two financial 
experts, in their desire to clear the ground as far as possible of controversial 
issues, went so far &g to reach what they have described as an agreement 
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.between themselves on certain issues. But the‘actual position & that* 
so far as the Government of India are concerned, they are not in the leas& 
bound by anything which Mr. Nixon has said or recommended in 1£ia& 
Report. The issues on all the points are still entirely open. That Report, 
I think Honourable Members will agree, is a very clear and I might say, 
a very excellent Report, and it really does state the issues in a way which 
under each head brings home exactly what, is involved. Following out the 
procedure recommended by the Round Table Conference, we submitted 
that Report for consideration by the Standing Finance Committee, and the 
Standing Finance Committee has submitted its own Report upon it. Those 
are the* documents which are before the House in the matter, and I think 
that any one* who haw found time to read those documents will feel that 
at least the issues are clearly stated. 

Now, Sir, the real question is, how far this House wishes to express 
views now on this question, and I think it might be of value to consider in 
what wa\ such views could be expressed. Honourable Members can of 
course, if the\ so desire, criticise the whole plan of procedure, but I do 
noi really see how any reasonable man could do that. If the basic idea is 
accepted,—and I believe it is accepted by the Indian public,—that if Burma 
wants separation then India should not stand in the way. I find it im¬ 
possible to imagine a fairer method of procedure than the submission of the 
financial issues to an absolutely impartial arbitral tribunal. Anyhow, that 
particular proposal lias been before the country since the publication of the 
Government of India’s despatch in 1930, and I personally have not seen 
any criticism of it So I think we may fairly take it that, as far as the 
general procedure is concerned, there is not likely to be any criticism of 
that 

The second possibility is that Honourable Members might have views 
to express as to the nature of the arbitral tribunal. If they have, and 
if this debate should proceed, I can give the House an assurance that we 
should convey such views to His Majesty’s Government to whom we will 
submit a report of this debate. 

Again, us a third possibility, views might be expressed as to the 
method in which Indian interests should be represented before the tribunal. 
As to tliis, we have a definite recommendation already before us made 
by the Round Table Conference, a recommendation to which I have 
already referred, that the Members of the Standing Finance Committee 
should actually be associated with the Government of India’s represen¬ 
tatives in arguing the case before the tribunal. This again is a suggestion 
which has been before the public for a long time, and again I have not 
seen any criticism of it. T think therefore that, I mav take it. that this 
also is accepted as a suitable suggestion by Indian public opinion. 

Then as a fourth and last possibility, Honourable Members may wish 
to express views as to the actual technical issues involved. Here they 
would have, as I have already said, to guide them the Howard-Nixon 
Report and the Report of their own Standing Finance Committee. I may 
remind them again, as I have already done, that the views expressed 
by Mr. Nixon in this Report, in no way commit the Government of 
India, and I would further remind them that the Standing Finance 
Committee has in some important respects differed from Mr. Nixon’s 
views, and I would say that the Government of India would certainly 
take account of the Standing Finance Committee’s views in arguing the 
ease before the tribunal. Equally the Government of India would take 
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account of any views that might be expressed in the course of the debate 
on the floor of this House. It must, however, I think, be generally admit* 
ted that, to secure anything like an exhaustive examination of the actual 
financial issues, which are involved, in the course of a debate in this 
Assembly would be extremely difficult. The issues are extremely com¬ 
plicated and we should want a very great deal of time to discuss them, 
' and I think every one would agree that an Assembly of this kind is really 
not a suitable place in which to attempt to thresh out issues of that kind. 
So, speaking for myself and the Government, we should attach more 
importance and think it of more practical value if we were to get an 
expression of opinion on the. oilier three points to which I have referred. 
In the long run, if the matter is to bo handled, <us recommended, by an 
impartial tribunal. India must rely for getting a fair deal, first on the 
fairness of the tribunal, and secondly on the efficiency with which Indian 
representatives argue their case before the tribunal, and I doubt if it will 
be possible to evolve from a debate in this House anything like an intel¬ 
ligible brief on which those representatives could argue their case. 

Now, Sir, although I have dwelt on the difficulties of dealing with 
the technical issues in a debate in this House, I think it would he right 
for me just to call the attention of the House to wlmt are Uie main 
points involved in those issues. One may say that points on which 
discussion would have to concentrate may he divided under five heads. 
There is, first of all, the question of currency, then the question of 
pensions, then the question of military burdens, fourthly the question of 
debt, and lastly the consequences on the revenue position of the two 
countries—though these last are not so much matters for argument as 
calculations of what will be the result of the settlement on the other 
four heads. ' 

Now’, as regards currency, the question is indeed a very technical one. 
Honourable Members will find that the subject has been fully reviewed 
in the How r ard-Nixon Beport, and that the reporters have considered 
what should be the conditions which the Government should accept, 
whichever of the two possible alternatives are adopted,—the two possible 
alternatives being either firstly that Burma should continue to use Indian 
currency, or secondly that Burma should decide to create a separate 
currency system of her owti. The Standing Finance Committee in para¬ 
graph 4 of their Beport have made some observations on this question, 
and I think they may be said to have stiffened up the directions which 
would be given to the representatives of the Government of India in 
arguing the case. Undoubtedly Government will press the point of view 
embodied in paragraph 4 of the Standing Finance Committee's Beport. 

Then wc come secondly to the question of pensions. That is the 
biggest point at issue between the representatives of the two Govern¬ 
ments. Mr. Nixon on behalf of the Government of India took up an 
entirely different position to that which Sir Henry Howard on behalf of 
Burma found it necessary to take up, and there is a great deal of money, 
involved in that particular point. Very briefly, I might put the issue 
in this way, that Mr. Nixon considered that the Government of Burma 
should bear a proportionate part of the Government of India’s charges in 
respect of all pensions which had been already earned. Sir Henry Howard 
thought that Burma should only bear the actual burden of pensions earned 
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in respect of actual service in Burma. The financial difference involved 
m that part of the issue is this, that according to Mr. Nixon's calculation 
which would make Burma bear about 10$ per cent, of the total Qhaxgee, 
Bunna would pay annuities for a period of 15 years, at a gradually 
•decreasing rate, starting with a payment of 105 lakhs per annum, whereas 
according to Sir Henry Howard’s plan, the initial payment would be only 
85 lakhs per annum. 

That concerns pensions which have already been earned. There is 
another possible controversial point as regards Burma y share of part- 
earned pensions. There li we adopt the principle advocated by Mr. Nixon 
in respect of pensions which have already been wholly earned, we should 
stand on the same ground and say that Burma ought to bear 10$ per 
cent, of the value of the part-earned pensions at the time of separation, 
and Mr. Nixon has calculated that the capitalised value of those pensions 
would be something in the neighbourhood of 4$ to 5$ erores of rupees,— 
that is to say, Bunna share in the capitalised value would be that amount. 
Mr. Nixon has taken the line that Bunna might have a reasonable counter¬ 
claim against that payment m respect of their share of what I may 
describe as “unproductive assets". I do not want to go into details on 
that matter 1 am merely referring to it now because that is another 
point in regard to which the Standing Finance Committee has thought 
that tlie advocates of the Government of India’s case might take up 
rather a stiffer line than Mr. Nixon hirnself had recommended. But 
I wish to impress upon the House that the allocation of the pensions 
burden is perhaps the biggest point at issue between the two countries. 

Then, as regards military burdens, it is, of course, clear that Burma 
would have to undertake the actual cost of troops actually employed in 
Burma. But some members of the Standing Finance Committee have 
raised a wider issue. They contemplate that the Government’s repre¬ 
sentatives might at least claim some general contribution from Burma 
on account of the general services of defence which India will render. 
That is an extremely difficult issue, and I should not like to say more 
now than that w r e will see that that point of view- is put before the 
arbitral tribunal. 

Then, we come to the question of debt. There Mr. Nixon has taken 
the line that in attempting to evaluate the debt by the historical method 
of approach, that is to say, by going back over the w’hole of the past 
history and trying to separate out those items of the public debt of 
India which could be said to hove been incurred on behalf of Burma— 
Mr. Nixon has taken the view* that the historical method of approach 
would be impossible; that in fact, it would be impossible to arrive at 
a practical result by this method. He has suggested another and much 
simpler line of dealing with the debt question. He said in the first place 
that so far as Burma takes over the actual productive assets she should 
take over the corresponding debt against those assets. That I imagine 
is a clear proposition to which every one would assent. He then goes 
on to suggest that ,ns regards that portion of the public debt of India 
which is not covered by productive assets, Burma should take over a 
proportion representing Burma's share in the general revenues—both what 
are now central and provincial—representing Burma’s share in the general 
total revenues of India. That would be a 10$ per cent, share in the 
so-called unproductive debt, and that would be the same percentage which 
Mr. Nixon has applied in the case of the pension liability with which 
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1 have already dealt. On that basis the total amount of debt which 
Burma would take over was at the time when this Beport was compiled 
about 62 erores, and it would be now on the latest figures about 
Bs. 66J erores. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division: Muhammadan Bural): 
Do the pensions include military pensions also? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I am now talking about debt 
Pensions w'ould of course apply to military pensions also. 

On that point there may be room for differences of opinion. Some of 
the members of the Standing Finance Committee have recorded a dis¬ 
sentient note in which they say that they are not* satisfied that the 
historical method of approach is impossible, land they wish the Govern¬ 
ment of India to attempt to follow' up that method. I imagine they 
consider that by following up the historical method of approach India 
w r ould be able to establish a much higher claim than under the method 
which Mr. Nixon has suggested. I wish to leave the House in no doubt 
as to wliat is my ow’n opinion on that matter, and that is, that it w'ould 
be in practice impossible to establish a satisfactory claim based on the 
historical method of approach, and I consider that tlie Indian represen¬ 
tatives would be well advised not to attempt to base their claim on 
arguments of that kind. But, Sir, we must preserve an open mind 
on this question, and if the representatives of the Standing Finance Com¬ 
mittee are to be associated with the Government of India in arguing 
India’s case, then clearly they will have a right to put forward their 
point of view\ I imagine that if we proceed on those lines, there will 
be many opportunities for preliminary consultation before the arbitration 
actually starts, and in that case I believe that on further study of the 
matter, those who now- hold the view' that the historical method of 
approach would be possible will be convinced that what we have suggested 
is the best method. But for the present I confine myself to slating 
what our view’ is and I assure the House that the view’ which some of 
their representatives have put forward in the Beport of the Standing 
Finance Committee will receive full consideration. 

I have now’ dealt with the four heads of currency, pensions, military 
burdens and debt, and the fifth head remains,—the consequences of the 
revenue position. There, according to the figures of 1929-30 on the basis 
of which Sir Henry Howard and Mr. Nixon made their Beport, they work¬ 
ed out that India w’ould on balance be worse off by a sum ranging between 
2} cror9S and 3J erores after the separation. The difference between those 
two figures is really the difference between the alternative methods of 
dealing with the pension question. That, as a matter of fact, presents the 
position from our point of view rather worse than it really would be, because 
if Burma were separated and Burma took over 66 to 70 erores of rupees of 
India's debt, the provision for reduction and avoidance of debt which we 
are now making would be reduced proportionately and we Bhould save 
Bs. 80 lakhs or so under that. The amount of that reduction, whatever it 
may be, should be taken off the figure of the financial loss in India, namely 
of the figure between 2$ erores and 8| erores to which I have already re¬ 
ferred. I refrain from giving an exact figure because it would depend on* 
what the amount of the debt was at the time of separation. 
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That, Sir, very briefly puts before the House what are the main issues 
involved in this question. Before I conclude, I would like to read to the 
House one passage from the report of the Burma Sub-Committee of the 
Bound Table Conference which stresses a point which it is important to 
bear in mind in dealing with this whole question. The Sub-Committee 
report as follows: 

“ Tlio Sub'Committee also endorse the view expressed by the Government of India 
in paragraph 82 of their despatch regarding the gieat desiiability of adjusting the 
relation* 4 between the two countries in a spirit of reason and mutual accommodation so 
as to avoid as far as possible the ill effects which might arise from so great a change in 
long established practice ’. 

Now, the point that 1 want to make is, that in considering the separation 
of Burma from ludm, if it is to take place, we should be concerned not 
only with adjusting matters like our financial relations: we should be con¬ 
cerned with trade agreements and various other matters which will affect 
the future relations of the two countries, and if the House were to con- 
s'der now wlnit instructions' the\ would wish to give to their own repre¬ 
sentatives in arguing the case before the arbitral tribunal, I should trust 
that tho\ would instruct them somewhat on the lintis of the passage w r hich 
I have jur.t read out. We feel on this side it is most important that this 
matter should be Approached in a spirit of fairness and in a spirit of give 
and take. It is perfectly possible to argue the case on theoretical grounds 
end take a so-called firm line and refuse to give wu> on every single detail; 
but we are dealing with a ver\ difficult relation, the separation of a large 
area which has hitherto been treated ms a single and indivisible part of 
the greater whole from which it is being separated, and if we try to be 
too strict and technical in our methods, I am afraid we may do harm to 
the future relations between the two countries. Clcarlv we in the Gov¬ 
ernment of India would instruct our representatives to make the very most 
of the case. We must he fair to the Indian taxpayers, but I think it is 
important to put this point, because T think it will perhaps help the House 
to deal with this matter now, if the general feeling is that the matter 
should be dealt with in a spirit of fairness and give and take. For on 
that understanding it would become' less necessary to give absolutely pre¬ 
cise instructions on every point. Therefore, I w r ould wind up by saying this 
to the House, that the House is not being asked now, if it considers this 
motion, to express any views on what is or is not a fair settlement. It 
would be asked to accept the principle that the matter shall be decided by 
an impartial tribunal and the most that it could do would be to give 
general instructions to the Government of India as to how they w r ere to 
argue their case before that tribunal If the House takes that view and 
if the House also remembers a feature in the procedure to which I have 
already several times called attention that according to the recommenda¬ 
tions of the Bound Table Conference, members of the Standing Finance 
Committee will be associated with the proceedings, I think, Sir. they may 
perhaps agree that to have had the matter brought forward in this way at 
the final stages of this session has not put them into a really embarrassing 
position, and that they can fairly accept that position after a very short 
debate. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitts (Chittagong and Bajshahi Divisions: Non-Muhammadan 
Rural): Sir, I move that the consideration of this motion be postponed till 
the next Simla Session. T shall confine my speech to the narrow issue 
about postponement. It is admitted beyond all controversy that this is 
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a very important matter and it is clear that it is also contentious, because 
the Standing Finance Committee was not unanimous. So far as I know, 
Mr. Aggarwal, Diwan Bahadur Harbilas Snrda and my friend Mr. Gaya 
Prasad Singh, who is unfortunately absent to-day, have nil submitted dis¬ 
sentient notes. I am grateful to the Honourable the Finance Member 
that he has left it to the decision of the non-official Members whether the 
consideration should be postponed. The only point that he argued in favour 
of the consideration at present is that the Bunn a Local Council will be 
asked io come to a decision about separation in August, both on financial 
and political grounds. In this Report we have the views of two experts 
from the British India side and also from the Burma side. T think we 
will be prejudicing the issue rather than helping it if this House now 
goes into a detailed criticism of the particular items for financial settlement. 

T think the House will he well advised to wait and sec what the Burma 
Legislature decides, and there is no urgency why the House should be 
asked to come to a decision at present. Sir, T move. 

Mr* Jehangir E. Munshi (Burma: Non-European) • Mr President, I 
rise to support my Honourable friend Mr. S. C. Mitra’s amendment that 
consideration of this motion be postponed to the Simla S<*<sion Mv first 
concern is the interest of the province of Burma which T represent in this 
House: and at the outset T would like to express my gratitude and the 
gratitude -f the province of Burma to mv Honourable friend Sir George 
Schuster on the fair attitude that he has displayed in the course of the 
debate to-dav. He has shown that, so far as he is concerned, he will 
adopt a fair and reasonable attitude towards my province; and my con¬ 
cern on this question of financial adjustment the interest of my province 
and my province alone. 'Whether the Honourable the Finance Member's 
attitude pleases all the other sections of the House or not is *\ matter with 
which I am not concerned. 

Sir, I am at present labouring under a severe handicap, as the official 
nominated Member from Burma, Mr. R. If. Brown, has gone to England 
He naturally would have, if the necessity arose in this House, put the 
case of the Government of Burma. Then the European representative 
from Burma, Mr. John Tait, has also gone to England, and he is better 
qualified to speak on the technical financial aspects of this question than 
I am; and furthermore my two Burman colleagues are not here; IT. Kyaw 
Mvint has gone back to Burma and U Tun Aung has not been able to 
attend this session; and I shall find it extremely difficult to shoulder the 
sole responsibility of tackling this important and difficult question in this 
House if the debate assumes a technical aspect. Ro, I support, the amend¬ 
ment moved by my Honourable friend Mr. R. C Mitra mainlv on the 
ground that T have not the assistance and the benefit of the presence of 
my four colleagues from Burma. 

Furthermore, the Burma Legislative Council has not so far had an 
opportunity of expressing its opinion one way or other on this important 
question. As a matter of fact, although the question has been before the 
public for some time, sufficient attention has not been devoted to it in 
Burma, and I have not been able to ascertain the points which my con¬ 
stituency would like to urge on this, important question. 
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As regards the motion itself, I wish to mention briefly just one point;. 
Mr. Nixon has been blamed by a certain Indian critic and the charge 
against him is that he has made Burma a gift of something like 50 crores 
of rupees. Mr. Nixon is quite capable of looking after himself; but aa 
far as my province is concerned, I emphatically repudiate any suggestion 
that the Howard-Nixon lleport gives more to Burma than should have been 
given. As a matter of fact, representing my province’s standpoint, I really 
must regard Mr. Nixon as a Shylock who has been too hard on my province. 
(Laughter.) At this stage 1 do not propose to say anything more on the 
motion itself, and 1 do ask the House to help me by smjiporting my 
Honourable friend Mr. Mitra’s amendment for postponement of the 
discussion on this motion to the Simla Session. (Applause.) 

Dr. Zi&uddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions: Muham¬ 
mad tin liural): Sir, I support this motion; and my chief ground for sup¬ 
porting it is tliut the demands that wc have put forward before Burma 
are rather too small. They have not calculated in this report the amount 
which we spent on Burma out of our revenue expenditure from year to 
year. Of course that is the way in which we can calculate it over a 
series ot past years. We have been pressing this all this time, and until 
this is done 1 do not know whether we can actually calculate the amount 
which we have been spending out of our revenue during the last so many 
years The second point which we have not thoroughly calculated con¬ 
cerns the military expenditure. We must have a fair share from Burma 
in connection with all the military expenditure that we have been in¬ 
curring all these years, and this calculation has not yet been done. The 
third point is that it is also desirable that we should have some kind of 
fiscal relationship between Burma and India, and this is a very important 
point; that is, that if we have these customs barriers between these two 
countries just as they are having between the smaller countries of 
Central Europe, then it will be to the mutual disadvantage of both. 
This is a point which ought to have been considered. I take this op¬ 
portunity, when we are saving good-bye to the Honourable the Leader 
of this House and when he is now going to represent us at the Ottawa 
Conference, of suggesting to him that one point which he may remember 
is that if we consider every country to be a single unit, then the problem 
of customs will become very complicated. Customs may be looked upon 
from two points of view,—cither os a measure of protection of industry 
to a country, or as a revenue-yielding proposition. For protection levy¬ 
ing customs duty is all right, but if von consider it as a revenue-yielding 
proposition, then you will have to consider the desirability of having a 
much larger unit. I would of course very much like to have the whole 
world as a single unit . . . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Bahimtoola): Order, order. 
The Honourable Member is going into the merits, and it is verv nearly 5 
o'clock. I should like to know whether the House desires to discuss not 
only the motion for the adjournment of the debate but to go into the 
merits of the whole question which has been put before the House by 
the Honourable the Finance Member. In that case the Chair will adjourn 
the IJouse till to-morrow. 

Dr. Zlauddln Ahmad: T shall finish in one minute. Sir. 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Itahimtoola): I do not want 
the Honourable Member to finish: if the House decides to go into the 
merits of the case, then the debate cannot obviously be finished to-day. 
But if the House generally agrees to postpone consideration till the Simla 
Session, then we can finish to-day. The/ Chair wishes to know—it is 
nearly 5 o’clock now—as to what the wishes of the House are. 

Sir Abdur Rahim (Calcutta and Suburbs: Muhammadan Urban): We 
want the discussion to be postponed to the Simla Session. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division: Non-Muhammadan): Sir, everybody 
directly or indirectly wants to discuss the merits of the case, but there 
can be no real discussion now? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Leader of the House): frir, if the 
House is* really anxious for an immediate decision, I suggest that some 
Member ♦might move the closure. 

An Honourable Member* I move that the question be now put. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim llahimtoolu): The Chair 
cannot accept the closure because there has not been a fair debate. The 
Chair wishes to know what the general feeling in the House is. 


Sir Abdur Rahim: Sir, if tin* Government are going to oppose this motion 
for postponement, then we should like to debate i\. But if the Govern¬ 
ment accept the motion, then there is no difficulty. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I made it quite clear, Sir, that 
the Government certainly would not oppose a motion for posfc- 

P,M * ponement, but at the same time in making that clear I tried to 
make the House understand what might have to be dom* in the course 
of the Summer and what is involved in refusing to discuss the matter now. 
We put ourselves entirely in the hands of the House in the matter. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: Whatever, Sir, has been said up to now 
has not made it very clear as to why exactly it should be postponed. Of 
course some Honourable Members have raised the plea that- they have 
not studied the question properly. That may be good ground. I find of 
course that there are certain Members who have not vet studied this ques¬ 
tion thoroughly and are very anxious to postpone consideration; but unless 
we find that there is something more which can be said on the point, wc 
can decide one way or the other. 


£ res ^ ent ( The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola): The Hon¬ 
ourable the Finance Member has made his position quite clear, which is 
that he welcome* a full discussion either to-day or tomorrow', if the House 
desires to discuss this matter^ If, however,' a postponement is decided 
upon, then I understood the Honourable the Finance Member to snv that 
Government intend to proceed during the Summer months with the appoint¬ 
ment of arbitrators. Is that the position ? 
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The Honourable Sir George Schuster: The point is, Sir, that we may be 

forced to a particular course: it is not for us to decide, it is for His 
Majesty’s Government to decide. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer (Ttohilkund and Kumaon Divisions: Non-Muham¬ 
madan Rural): I would suggest, Sir, that it is much better to proceed with 
the discussion, because the object of any such adjournment will also be 
served. 

Sir Abdur Rahim: I think, Sir, that the motion ought to be discussed, 
especially as the Honourable the Finance Member ways that the Govern¬ 
ment will go on with the appointment of arbitrators,—whether the whole 
question should not be postponed till the September Session? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola): If that is the 
Government’s position, the Chair will adjourn the House till Eleven of 
the Clock tomorrow If the Government’s position is that the status quo 
will be maintained and that nothing will be done in the meantime till 
the House discusses it at the next Simla session, then I take it that 
the House wishes to postpone it. If Government intend to proceed with 
measures of arbitration and otherwise, by which the country might be 
committed to certain things, then the non-olfieial section of the House 
desires a discussion immediately. It is for Government to decide %vhat 
course* they wish to be adopted. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: T think 1 made it quite clear. 
Sir, that the power of settling this matter does not rest with us. If we 
could meet the wishes of the House, we should be very glad to mairtain 
the statin s' quo and let this matter rest over till September; but His 
Majesty's Government are anxious that the financial issme should be cleared 
up before the elections take place in Burma for the new Council which 
will have to decide the separation issue. I am not in a position to say 
whether arbitration will actually he set on foot before September, but I 
have thought it right to tell the House that it is quite possible that that 
might ho the case and we should have no power to stop it. That is our 
position. 

Mr. President: T take it that the House wishes to discuss the subject 
and tin* Chair will have to adjourn the meeting till 11 o’clock tomorrow. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Wednesdav. 
the 6th April, 1932. 
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Thu Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House 
at, Eleven of the (’lock, Mr President in the Chau* 


QUESTION ANI) AXSWE 1C 
Employment ok Muslims i.v the East Indian Railway 

11L7. "Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Are Guvumiiicut aware that Sir Hasan 
Suhraw.irdy suhimlted a lnumorandum to the Hallway Court of Inquiry 
regarding the present position of Muslim employment m the East 
Indian Railway ’ Was the memorandum considered by the Court of 
Inquiry ? ll so, what was its decision? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: Tin* reply to tin* first p-irt is in the 
aflirmatiw Tin* Government ot India presume that the Court consi- 
dend the memorandum to the extent to which its contents were relevant 
to the inquiry The findings ot the Court mi the i^ue-. referred to it by 
Government will i>e tound at paragraphs 888 to *112 of the Report, a 
copy of which n in the Library of the Huiw. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: I read tin* lleport of the Court of Inquiry, but I 
find there is no ivlrivncc anywhere to the contents ot this particular 
document 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: Nor have 1 been able to find any 
reference, 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: So. practically the memorandum w-is not consi¬ 
dered. 


MESSAGE EHOM 1HE COUNCIL OF STATE. 

Secretary of the Assembly: The following message has been received 
from tin* Secret an of the Council of State: 

“I am diraoted to inform you that the Council of State has. at its meeting held on 
the 5th April, 1932, agreed without any amendments to the Hill to supplen ent the 
Bongul Criminal Law Amendment Act, 39^0, whuh was passed hy the Legislative 
Assembly at its meeting held oil the 30th March 1932.” 


DEATH OF STR BOMAXJT DALAL. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Lender of the House)* Sir, it has 
fallen to ?n\ lot during the last two years on a number of occasions to 
refer to the death of present or former Members of this House.. But I 

( 3027 ) A 
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little thouglit that on the last occasion on which 1 shall sit in this House 
it would fall to nit; yet once again tu perlorm) the same melancholy duty. 
All Members must have hoard with the greatest possible regret of the 
death ot Sir Bomunji Dalai who for eight years was a most respected 
Member oi this House and one who, 1 think 1 may say, was personally 
beloved b\ Members in all sections ol the Hou^e. 1 had no personal 
acquaintance with Sir Bomanji Dalai until 1 became a Member of the Assem¬ 
bly, but from the tune 1 first joined, 1 always found him a most friendly 
counsellor and a Member of the House who was. widely influential and 
who could therefore in times oi difficult\ often give helpful advice It is 
w’ell known that m his own home he took an aelne interest in agneulture, 
and at his own expense hi* introduced valuable experiments and took an 
active partin pn moting colonization and de\dopment in unbroken ureas. 
Those of us who were Members ol this House some three years ago, will 
recollect that he was the only Member who was so unfortunate on the occa¬ 
sion, when the bombs were thrown m this Hou^e, as to recent* personal 
mjury, and it is at any rate a ‘-atisiaction to know, and 1 bclie\<* it is so, 
that the injun he then received was in no way responsible for his death. 
I feel, Air. President—1 always fee!—that io multiply words on these 
occasions, serves no purpose, but I shall nlwa\s miss Sir Hoinanp Dalai 

with the feeling that I have loM a personal friend 1 am sure, Mr. 

President, the House will wish that you should communicate to his rela¬ 
tives their deep sympathy and regret. 

Mr. O. S. Ranga Iyer (hohilkund and Kumaon Divisions Non- 
Muhammadan Dural i I rise to associate rn\ partv and rmself wifh the 
oV)ser\atons made l>\ tin Honourable the Deader of the House about the 
mournful and sorrowful passing away of Sir Bomanji Dalai Sir. he was 
a gentleman from top to toe and even one on this side of the House who 

came in contact with him learnt to Io\e him and to admire him and to 

respect him IDs quiet dignity and Ins freqm nt entertainment of friends 
at social functions revealed to ns that we had m him a \er\ good friend 
and not morel; an excellent counsellor We all deeply mourn his loss and 
sympathise with the bereaved family m their sorrow 

Sir Abdur Rahim (Calcutta and Suburbs Muhammadan Urban): Sir, 

1 never had the privilege of personal acquaintance w'ith Sir Hoinanji 
Dalai, but T h.i\e no hesitation m associating mysilf w hnlc-hcurlcdly- 
with what has iall(*n from tin* Deader of the House* 

Mr. Muhammad Yam in Khan (Agra Division Muhammadan Rural)- 
Sir, 1 am very sorry to hear just now- of the death of my old friend. Sir 
Pomanji Dalai lie was a great figure in this House for many many 
years. His genial spirit and his great entertainments which Ik* used to 
give here were well known to all the Members of the Degislatur*. Only 
m the last Assembly we found that he was one of the victims who suffered 
{ rom the bombs which were thrown in this House*. Even after the in 
mries ho received, he showed a great spirit of courage and lie was cheerful 
J hroughout when we saw him in the hospital. His place hod been taken 
’ y one of his cousins. Dr Dalai, and though wv always welcome Dr Dalai, 
we certainly misled Sir Bomanji in the present House greatly. 1 do not. 
find adequate w*ords to express the sorrow T which I felt when I just, heard, 
as soon as T came up to my seat, that Sir Bomanji passed away. With 
these words, 1 associate myself and my paity w’ith what the previous 
speakers have said about him. 
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Mr. J. Ramsay Scott (United Provinces: European): The European 
"Group wish to bo associated with the condolences which will be sent to 
the relatives of Sir Bomanji Dalai. I personally have not had the pleasure 
of knowing Sir Bomanji, but. some of rnv group have had, and T feel 
certain that ihev will miss him much, now that he is gone. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney (Nominated Non-Official) Sir, as an 
old and personal friend of the late Sir Bomanji Dm1.i 1, I rise to associate 
myself with all the smtiments that have been expressed in this House, 

I had ili*- privilege of knowing him in the early days <>t this Assembly till 
the dn\ he left it. I »*im recall to memory that day when bombs were 
thrown in this House tin* uunderfill courage and spirit displayed by him 
in utter disregard of his own injuries and his concern for others who were 
wounded This House possessed in the late Sir Bomanji a not m-quent 
speaker, hut as the HonomaUe the header oi the House said a true CMin- 
«-• llur and a genial fiiend whom « \ » i\ one respect* 1. 1 echo the sentiments 

iii..t Ii *\e been t \pr«-HM*d hy in' irand Mi llanaa l»er whin he docrihcd 
ill.' 1 S|| I’» .ill . 11,1 1)i!'! .I'- ge ill leHl.ill in,ill 1 * •]» to tor audit Is With 

g i. at pun and gi u 1 tlial 1 maunlhr ]n*s <{ ia\ dear fiiend. Sir Bomanji 
Dalai 

Mr. President (Tin. Honourable bar Ibrahim llahirntoola) The Chair 
v. i-lu s to associate itself with all that has fallen from Honourable Mem¬ 
bers and whhes to join m the sentiment* which have been expressed on 
the lamentable loss which has been su>tained. The Chair will (ommutii- 
ratt te the uTitives o? the deceased the unanimous feeding of sorrow and 
s\mpuih\ to which the House has given expression 


STATEMENT LAID ON THE TABLE 
T'NDisTinitrTED Credit B.u.wor. of v Driver iv v Mule Corps 

Mr. J. R. Blair (Government of India • Nominated Official): Sir. I 1. \ on 
the table, a statement giv’ng the information promised in reply to si anvil 
quest mn No 1083 asked b\ Mr S C Mitra on the 30th March, 1032 re¬ 
gard. ng undishursed credit bal mce due to Driver 431 of the 37th Mule 
(’orj is 


1 presume the Hi.nouraMe Mem 1 • r «< iiiVumj i«» a d-'ui-tu uedit I,.Imres 

duo fnt services rendered dm mg the Gu»at War nnd \V.mn<tan Operations 1919—24. 
If iiiv pi •* mnipt mu i ** it' 1 'pc, I he answer m hiv f»* 2 r* ■»o*‘ is •»* « 

(aj Yes, but obviously identity lias to he o.-t-ahkshed 

(ft) Ye*. 

(r) None can be traced. 

(r/). M and (f\ In 1928 mqumes weie made through the Deputy Connie Moner 
Rawalpindi, who reported that the rolati\o^ of a diner of the saino name stated that 
the man had died on service It was estahli.-hed tImt this wa^ not the man f.* whom 
nmnev was due and no finther liiqimitv weie made um 1 J.mnarv. 1932. when .. claim 
was received through a third party »mpowered t' revive r.ivnieut. Defmo miking 
any payment, the Officer in -Charge, Record 3 , satisfied himself as to the genuine,. c«« of 
the claim. 

\ 2 
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(g) Balances must be retained until claims are established. Entitled persons who 
bring their claims to the notice of civil officials, commanding and recruiting officers 
and District Soldiers' Boards should not ordinarily require to employ paid agents 
Payment has been made to agents only in cases whore the civil authorities have been 
unable to trace the person entitled to the credit balance. 

(//) Since the publication of Army Instruction (India) No. A. 16 of 1927, a total 
sum of Its 6,22.145-0-10 lias been paid out Of thi", only Rs. 1.993 7-3, have been 
paid through a third party. 


REPOUT ON FINANCIAL QUESTIONS ARISING OUT OF THE 
PROPOSED SEP \ RATI ON OF BURMA FROM INDIA —von id 

Mr* President: Further con'ddcr.ition of tin motion' and amend¬ 
ment ] 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provneos S/on them Divisions- Muham¬ 
mad.m Rural) Sir, T was supporting this motion for postponement, and 
as I said yesterday. I do not like to enter into any details of the xarious 
proposals, hut shall (‘online myself to mere general observations: and in 
eas(* the motion is not accepted, then I hope that 1 will he aid** to enter 
into various details. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim RnhimtoolaU The Hon- 
ourable Member should address the House on both the motion and the 
amendment There cannot ho two discussions 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Then I will take m\ chance The next tiling 
that I should like to make quite clear is that. 1>\ m\ participate^ in ths 
discussion, I should not he assumed or misunderstood as bring in favour 
of separation. In fact I am neither :n favour of reparation nor against 
it Rut I believe that this is a question for the Burrnans to decide, and 
not for the people* of India or for the Legislative Assembly . hut I dv^ 
maintain that if artificial propaganda is carried on, then wc Members of 
the Assembly ought to resent it The first thing that T should like* to 
consider is the question of the customs between Burma and India In this 
connection. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola). f ] he Honour¬ 
able Member cannot go into the question of the separation of Burma on 
this motion. The only issue before the House is the financial adjustments 
between Burma and India if separation materialises 1»\ the \ote of the 
Burma Legislative Council. That is the issue before the llou^e, and the 
amendment is that the House should postpone consideration till the next 
session in Simla. The question of separation of Burma is nrt relevant to 
the present discussion. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: In case Burma is separated from India, I should 
like to mention one or two indispensable conditions which must he laid 
down before we ean agree to the separation, and that is the only point 
which is the subject matter of the Nixon-Howurd scheme, under what 
conditions financially we should agree to it. 

*“That the Report of the Standing Finaine Committee on financial questions aris¬ 
ing out of the proposed separation of Burma from Tndia be taken into consideration.” 

+“Thftt the consideration of this motion be postponed till the next Simla Session.” 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Eahimtoola): The question 
is what should be the financial adjustments between India and Burma 
if Burma decides to separate 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: I am just taking up those financial adjustments. 
The first question that I should like to take up is the question of currency. 
That is really an important thing. I maintain and am very strongly in 
favour of the arrangement that the Government of India should continue 
to be the currency authority both for India and for Burma, until such time 
jis our dues arc* paid lip and until some better arrangements ma\ bo 
found; and in ease the lie serve Bank is established, then the Hoserve Bank 
should lie the currency authority and it should have a special branch at 
Bungoon for carrying on the business. Until such time, the Imperial 
Bank may carry on the work on behalf of the Government of India. But 
I consider it is rather important that the currency policy should be one 
for both countries That, 1 think, is one of the financial adjustments 
which we should have before we can agree to any separation. 

The second thing which is referred to m this question is about the 
allocation ot debts. I believe that the calculations have omitted certain 
very important items, and they ought to be included; and the amount of 
charge now r shown is much less than really we ought 10 claim. They have 
only allocated the present debts of the Government of India, but I think 
they should have included not onlv the expenditure we have incurred out 
of our revenue accounts, but the money actually spent in Burma during 
the first and second Burmese wars and also the overhead charges, by which 
1 mean the maintenance of the Government of India and the charges for 
the. maintenance of the Secretary of State and his office. All these things 
have to be calculated and they ought to be debited to the account of 
Burma; and for this purpose as my friend, Mr Baju, suggested in the 
Finance Committee a historical approach is unavoidable; though it may 
be difficult, still we have to ealeulate some figures which may be accepted 
by us; and it is therefore desirable to have a historical approach and 
calculate the expenditure we have incurred on Burma as well as the over¬ 
head charges since Burma came into India. This figure will ho much 
bigger and it is one of the reasons for which I am going to support the 
motion of rnv Honourable friend Mr Mitra, because this calculation is 
exceedingly desirable and perhaps it may be ready by the time we meet 
at Simla. 

Another question is the question of pensions. This also is not a very 
simple matter and 1 think the recommendations involved in the Nixon 
Beport do not go far enough; still we can have *ome kind of adjustment of 
this particular question. We started with the suggestion that all these 
persons who are now serving in Tinba iirespectivo of the fact whether they 
have their service in Burma years before we may take them and be res¬ 
ponsible for all the pensions that may accrue in future. Similarly Burma 
may be responsible tor the pensions of persons who are now' serving in 
Burma irrespective of the fact whether they served partly in Burma and 
partly in Tndia. But the calculation of pension-* of persons who have 
served partly in Burma and partly in India depending on the length of 
service may be difficult. Therefore this is a thing which requires more 
careful consideration, and this is another reason why I support the motion 
for postponement. 

My next argument is on the question of defence. This point was also 
raised by the Finance Member. I notice that practically all our inoomn 



3032 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[6th April 1982 


[Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad.] 

from Customs is equivalent to our expenditure on the Army approximately; 
and I also notice that if you take the figures of customs receipts in Burma 
alone, they come to about one-fifteenth of the total income derived from 
Customs iu all the ports ol India. Therefore we can make adjustment 
in either of two ways, either India may take the responsibility 
of the entire Anm and ma> give such Army as may be necessary for 
the internal administration in Burma; but in that case India 
should have complete control of Customs duties in Burma and all the 
customs collecti d m Bunti.i should conn* to India The mvoiuI method 
ot adjustment, whieli is also to be calculated and which we cannot hurry 
over is this: Unit the Customs ma\ be realised b\ the Government of 
Burma and they should, by some mutual agreement, ]>u\ us a certain 
amount of money ior the maintenance of Burma. It U roa!l\ to the 
mutual advantage of both Burma and India if we pool together in matters 
of deltuce. [f ,m Anm n maintained toi the d< ience « I Bunna from 
India, or if an Armv is m.untamed in India tor ilu* detenco of Ind a ex¬ 
pecting a possible attack from Burma mi India, then expenditure for both 
countries will he verv high Thereiore, it would be to our advantage to 
pool together in matters of defence, and the two methods which I have 
suggested may be considered carefully In the time we meet in Simla. If 
wo pool together in matters of defence, then both India and Burma would 
be mutual!) responsible for the defence of either country. 

Then the last point is tiie question of customs If these two countries 
are separated, then there ought to he no customs between India and 
Burma lhis \,ill aUo hi to the mutual advantage ui Loth cmmti.es \\ i 
nun pool together m customs and iu defence, and both countries will la* 
benefited In tins airaiigcim nt. Here I may say that there are two kinds of 
Customs duties, one is for the sake of protection like the duty on wheat 
The income for this dutv is practically ml. The same is the case with 
regard to the duty on sugar But there arc also other dut.e< called the 
revenue-)adding duties, and m tins case* it is \er> desirable that we shmild, 
if possible, take the whole wot Id as one unit and adopt free trade, and if 
that is not possible, the next unit which we will have to consider in the 
unit of the British Empire. That might be taken to ho the unit and 
1 hope in the Ottowa Conference the Honourable the Leader of tile House 
will consider the question and put forward a elani. \\» know that 55 
per cent, of our articles are imported from the British Empire ami 45 
per cent, come from outside the British Empire, and if the whole of the 
British Empire forms one unit as regards Customs duties, it will be to 
the mutual advantage of the countries forming part of the British Empire. 
At this stage wo. should very much like that Burma and India should 
form one unit and there ought not to bo any customs barrier. Therefore, 
this is a point which lias to bo very carefully considered wlnm discussing 
the Nixon-Howard Beport. and the broader question of the Brtish Empire 
forming one unit can be discussed at the Ottuua Conference 

Before closing my observations, Sir, I should like to say a few words 
as this is perhaps the last occasion when wo can meet the Honourable 
the Leader of the House. T want to pay my tribute to the services 
which he has rendered to this House and also to individual Members, and 
when he leaves the shores of this country, I hope he will remember us 
and will continue to render his help and advice to this country, and that he 
will always think of us while enjoying his well earned rest at Home. 
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Diwan Bahadur Harbilas Sarda (Ajmer-Merwara: General): Sir, the 
matter of this motion is of very great importance. It is very complex and 
controversial in character, so controversial that the decision will have to 
be taken not by,an agreed conclusion between the two countries but by a 
third party. The matter is also one for financial experts to decide. The 
Standing Finance; Committee have considered the matter, and some of us 
have appended a separate note to it to stress some of the more important 
points winch should be considered by Government. In fairness to our¬ 
selves and to all, I must say that the matter can be properly handled only 
by financial experts, and the Deport ot the Standing Finance Committee 
m so far as it represents the views of the non-otiicial Mtmbcrs and our 
separate note, do not represent Indian expert opinion. The Honour¬ 
able the Finance Member has said that this matter does not lie entire!} 
in the hands of the Government of India, but in those of the British 
Guvernmtnt That in mg no tin. him- Jur India and Burma \wl 1 nave to 
be placed before a tribunal which will have to be appointed i ither by the 
British (internment or by agre« mem oi the two patties The Government 
of India have not stated what their views are and what east they are 
going to put before the tribunal The case for India which should be 
put before the tribunal would be the case for the people oi India, because 
it is the people of India who would eventually have to bear the burden 

of the det iMon which the tribunal vv.ll arrive .it. It appears to me, 

therefon that :n ordei to si ttl*' tin.- matter properly, Government should 
appoint a committee of Indian expert n consisting of two or three people 
like Sir Purshotamrlus Thukuidas, who would consider the matter, investi¬ 
gate the entire question and conic to a decision, and that decision should 
be submitted m the form of a brief which should be handed over to the 
counsel who will argue the Government of India's case before the tribunal 
I am sure Government will accept the decision and the conclusions which 
the Indian experts will arrive at bee.ms- the interests of the Government of 
India and of the people of India in this matter are identical T am of 
opinion that the Government should entrust this matter to two or three 

Indian financial experts and take their opinion and place that opinion 

before this House If however there is not enough time for it and the 
tribunal is appointed in the meantime. and that tribunal proceeds to 
consider the matter, tlun the opinion of flu* experts and the final instruc¬ 
tions of the Government of India should he placed in the hands of the 
counsel who will argue India’s i use before the trbunal and he should be 
asked to d<- so on the strength of the facts which are placed m his hands. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan): Sir, we are dis¬ 
cussing a hypothetical question. It is seldom that this House discusses 
hypothetical questions but the Honouiable the Finance Member made it 
clear that his hands are tied in this matter as were the hands tied of the 
Indian member* oi the Conference at the Hound Table Conference in 
London. So we have to express our opinion on a hypothetical question— 
in case such and such a thing would happen, how the financial relations 
between Burma and India should be adjusted. When I express my views 
about the adjustment of financial relations, whatever views I have ex¬ 
pressed before on the other aspects of the question relating to the separa¬ 
tion of Burma, T stand by the same. 

Sir, before I go into the merits of the question, let me say 1 was surprised 
to find my friend Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad bringing out extraneous matters 
like the Ottowa Conference, the Imperial Conference and Free Trade, 
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which do not arise when we are considering the problem about the finan¬ 
cial adjustment of the future Burma and future India. If they will be 
separated, Burma will be a sovereign country and India too will be a 
sovereign country and their trade and commercial relations would be 
adjusted according to tlieir commercial exigencies, by their sovereign 
Legislatures. Nobody wants that India should separate irom Burma, nor 
Burma should separaic Irom India; nor does India want to separate from 
the Empire. But if Burma i y separated from India by Britain, 1 will wash 
Burma good luck. When my friend the Honourable the Finance Member 
spoke yesterday, he was labouring under certain difficulties as most of 
us are labouring under similar difficulties. Tile Honourable tin* Finance 
Member pointed out three courses open to tile House; one was to discuss 
the matter fully today, the second was to adjourn the question, and the 
third was to express our views about the difficulties that Members feel, 
and then the question can be adjourned till the next session. Sir, I 
adhere to the third course suggested by my Honourable triend, the Finance 
Member. T am equally labouring under difficulties and 1 shall point 
out certain difficulties which will have to be solved if the grand Moghul 
in London appoints an arbitral tribunal to settle the financial relations 
between India and Burma. Whether the grand Moghul will be allowed 
by the members of the Round Table Conference to do that, I am not 
concerned at present. 

Sir, my Honourable inend Mr, Munshi was rather bard on my friend 
Mr. .Nixon. He mentioned that Mr. Nixon hud been a Shy lock, and that 
he had been very hard on Burma. The difficulty that 1 find is that 
there are seven or eight opinions about the adjustment oi the financial 
relations between Burma and India current in the public press. There 
is the extreme view of Sir Henry Howard, who does not want to con¬ 
cede anything to India, who rather adopts the line of the Congress and 
wants to repudiate .all financial responsibilities to India and even debts to 
India. Then there is the middle course which my Honourable friend 
Mr. Nixon has adopted. He lias tried to apply his mind as best as he 
could and be does not want to go into the historical analysis of the 
situation. He has suggested a mid-way and lie lias assessed the debt 
position at Rs 66 crorcs. Then the Standing Finance Committee con¬ 
sidered it and they came to two different views. One view was urged by 
my Honourable friend Mr. Raju, and three other members afterwards 
signed a minute of dissent on those lines, and the other view was 
expressed by the main Committee. The four gentlemen stick to the 
idea that the historical analysis should .be followed up. Then, there are two 
other views that are public property not only in India but in England. 
It is the Report on the financial obligations between Great Britain and 
India which was made by three financial experts of the Congress Select 
rormnittee appointed by the Indian National Congress. My Honourable 
friend the Finance Member the other day quoted in his Budget speech 
from Mr. K. T. Shah’s “Federal Finance of India", and Mr Shall, in 
his minute of dissent wffiich is to be found in volume 2 of the Report 
' f the Congress Select Committee, has put the figure nf, Rs. 100 erores 
as public debt against Burma, while the majority of the Congress Tom- 
rnittee has assessed it at Rs. 80 erores. T do not know if my fiiend 
Mr. Nixon has had access to these Reports. I am glad to know that 
he hag seen them, and I hope that he will agree with Mr. Shah’s findings. 
These are difficulties whifch can be solved by an arbitral tribunal. But 
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who will appoint the tribunal? Not the Secretary of State, not Great 
.Britain. The fact is that the Congress Committee has found that part of the 
debt should be a charge on England. Then how can Great Britain appoint 
an arbitral tribunal, which will go and decide against Great Britain 
herself? So, I would suggest if there is to be an arbitral tribunal, -it 
should ho appointed by the League of Nations, and there Bhould be a 
repri sent alive of Great Britain, a representative of India and a representa¬ 
tive of Burma on it. In that case the different aspects of the question 
ran he examined and all fears, suspicions and apprehensions ran be mot, 
and the findings oi the Chauman of that tribunal would be acceptable 
to us. 

When I read this Uoward-Nixon memorandum, I was laced with 
certain difficulties. I find at page 4: 

‘ The proportion'' of gold, Mvanfip* and silver receivable by the Government of 
Burma would have been approximately— 

Gold 21 per ient 

Sterling aerurities 30 per cent. 

Indian securities 11 per cent. 

Silver, 38 per cent ” 

If Burma's revenue is 10J per cent, (if the total revenue of India, I 
cannot understand why Burma should expect a 21 per cent, share of the 
gold reserves or 38 per cent, of silver. 1 am not concerned with the ques¬ 
tion of separation, but I do not agree with that part oi the recommendation 
that if Burma is separated the two countries should huve a combined 
currency or shou.d have » combined Reserve Bank. It will create a lot 
of bad blood and friction if the two countries are not directly responsible 
to a central authonty, if they have to operate on the same bank and 
operate on the same currency. I cannot understand the logic of Sir 
Henry Howard when he wants to pay only o per cent, of the pensionary 
charges, and at the same time claims ‘21 per cent, of the gold reserves. 

I think there must he. equity. If the representatives of the Burmese 
Government do not want to pay the other obligations to the same extent, 
then why should they claim on the reserves so much? There is another 
thing. The Standing linanee Committee has not expressed its final view 
on the military charges. If reparation be a settled fact, as Mr. Ramsay 
MacDonald has said elsewhere, then I do not understand why India 
should bear any responsibility for the defence of Burma. 

Mr. S. G, Mitra: It should be borne' by the English Exchequer. 

Mr. B. Das: The nrhtarv expenditure of Indii should he reduced by 
lOi per cent, at least, if not inert'. As l understand the military charges 
of India, half of them arc on the Western frontic 1 * and the other half on 
the Eastern frontier. Considering the frontier that Burma has, I think 
that Burma should bear 20 or 30 per cent, of the present military charges, 
because a good deal of money is spent on the Eastern frontier. Therefore, 

I say that the Chairman of the tribunal should be an independent man 
who does not belong to the British Empire, bemuse at every stage the 
interest of Groat Britain comes in, and knowing as I do that Burma, if 
she is separated, will have to run her administration at a serious loss for 
years and years. We have run the administration of Burma for many 
years at a loss, and we will not grudge it if she continues to remain a» 
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part of British India. But if she is to be separated, Great Britain will 
have to bear all future losses and all obligations and not India. As we 
object to the Indian Army being transferred to the Chinese frontier or the 
Egyptian frontier, or anywhere else in ease there is war in any other portion 
of the globe, without our specific sanction and approval, so we will not like 
Indian armies to go and defend Burma or the Burmese frontiers Burma 
will be a separate entity then like South Africa or am of the British Colonies 
and we will he only tied together through t hi* silken lnipcri.il tie or through 
the League ot Nations I recognise that Burma has great religious ties 
with India. Burma is entirely a Buddhist country, and tor centuries the 
sons and daughters of Burma will look to Budh Gaya as their sacred place 
foi religious and cultural inspirations If there is separation, let it he 
peaceful and harmonious and let ihe financial adjustment he done in justice 
and equity. Let it not he m the interest ot the poorer member which is 
to-day forced to be separated through high Imperial puhev and I trust that 
the authority which will preside over the destinies of India and Burma 
would so assess the d**bt position in a manner which will he tair to both 
countries and India will not he nski d to forego money spent on account 
cf Burma or Great Britain 

My friend Mr HYirbilas Sarda suggested that- Sir Pur^hotamdas Thakur- 
das and other experts from India should give their opinion Mv friend Sir 
Purshotamdas Tlmkimhis being a member of the Hound Table Conference, 
cannot very well be an independent arbitrator at present, and so I think 
my original suggestion will be the best tor the settlement and adjustment 
vi financial relations. Tin* Standing Finance Committee made certain 
mention of tariffs and my Honourable triend Hr Ziauddm talked glibly 
ol tree trade, which is indirectly a pressure on Burma I ha\c made my 
position clear No pressure should he appla d on cither <ountr\ and India 
will not ask for any “most fa\oured" treatment from Burma. For long 
India will consume Burma ruv and te.ikwood and other tunbti's (da 
Honourable Member, “and kerosine oil *') Of course kerosme oil to-day has 
an excise duty, and probably next year the e\ris c » duty wdl enuahse tin* 
import duty, and if separation comes, it will be surely equalised. That 
situation floes not- arise and India will also supply Burma with steel and 
other articles of Indian ni.tnuhicturc. I do not want am favoured treat¬ 
ment for Burma on the tariff matter, nor would I suggest that Burma 
should ask the* Government for that. If the two countries enjoy equal 
status, Dominion Status, then the two countries can negotiate tor favoured 
treatment like what Canada does to-da\ with Germany and Japan and what 
Australia or South Africa do with sovereign nations but it Burma is not 
created sovereign Stale and asks Great Britain for favoured treatment 
vu will aUo be asked bv Great Britain to -Imw similar favours to Burnt.t 
and that will create other difficulties and raise other eomplu at ions. These 
are some of the difficulties which arc facing me. Mv friends may raise 
other points in regard to difficulties facing them, and if the British Govern¬ 
ment are going to settle every tiling in their own way, let them at least 
appoint as Chairman of the tribunal some one from outside the British 
Empire. 

Mr. B. Sitarsmaraju (Ganjam rum Vi/ugapatam: Non-Muhammadan 
Rural): I was on the Standing Finance Committee and was one of the 
signatories of this Report, and I thought it desirable that I should make 
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one or two matters clear and submit a little explanation before the House 
ip the five specific points rinsed by the Honourable the Finance Member 
so that this House may give such direction as it may think proper for the 
representatives of fhe Standing Finance Committee in accordance with the 
wishes of the Found Table Conference to submit their case. At the very 
outset, it. must be* stated that flic question of Burma separation was not 
in issue before the Standing Finance Committee, and it is not m JShUe 
here either That issue of separation has been eluding our grasp. There 
is another question which is intnnatek eounected with the qui '’)U of 
m p.n *t: si and u tin*li i-. in the nature ot a financial obligation. Th. is the 
question o! Madras. Madras has by Andhra labour and Cliettv gold made 
Burma what it is and it is verv important to know to what extent monev 
has hern unrated b\ the (’lietties of Madras in Burma. 1 am told it 
approximates to 80 erores and when the question of financial obligations is 
considered 1 {hoik it might be desirable to have some sort of assurance 
n»* ih guards tor those who have invented large sums of money m that 
countr\ Tin* matter that was reierred to the Standing Finance Committee 
ms to how the financial obligations between the two countries should 
he *.. <v ii up leap thr point of v ie\\ of the (hivornmeuis of both countries. 
In llii 4 . Sight, the How, rd-Nixon Memorandum was prepared T must 
<•» nt.xli *t wr were not fin.ini*i d espirts on the Standing Finance Com- 
initt«r W i11 i our knov ledge \\e might have made mistakes. If mistakes 
wen 1 re »de. thi \ er made unintentiou.dlv We were girded by the 
point- '\<-td in tie* Heward-Nixon Memorandum and we thought ‘that the 
appro.e-h .,f that ^ubje* t from lit*- point <•! view of the two Governments 
m its id|UV,ment of tin un ial obligation*, should be approached as was 
shown !»*. tlie 1 low.nd \i.x«>n Memorandum Accordingly we proceeded on 
that M< mot.indtitn There was some diffu\nee of on*n : on on some issues 
but on tlit whole it was a herb, unanimous “Report. I should .sav. The 
question*. vlindi t ngagi d our attention and which also showed that there 
was stiiir ilIfTerrne'* of opinion were tie* question of the historical approach. 
The oilier w v tin fin.mei.il obligations with the maintenance of the Army 
in Tnd a and the third win about the pensions W'th regard to the his- 
toreal . poro.edi, I would Ido to refer to this paragraph 
1 * 

•‘Thi' (’* mmittiv \\.w iv*t in ,i po^itcm to .irn\p ,.t ai*v detinue inn«luson m the 
question whether it is possible * o make .» historical a rial \ sis of the e'eirc t cone 
|Kwinu llie public debt in onb i to «aIetil.ite P>urnia‘s to India in t**o acitter 

of the o< died ’unpO'dlU t N e‘ deb* ’ 

To 11.■ x I expri s***d m\ r?'lit winch F found m the footnote which was 
referred to 1>\ in\ Honourable friend Mr. Das I thought that such a 
historical approach win possible, but m all fairness to Government, it 
must be said one lormidahle argument that w'as brought to bear upon that 
question against the view* that 1 then took and I stiU take was that the 
question of going into this historical approach was largely complicated by 
the ev hunge Sometime** the » xchange w.n at 11s. 10 a pound and some¬ 
times Us a pound Then, Sir, some diflirultv was expressed on the 
part of the Government in making that historical approach that it might 
not be possible to go into that record because, even in the records which 
were available to the Government of India, there were statistics which 
were sometimes shown under pounds and sometimes under rupees and on 
account of that, complication with the exchange question, the exchange 
being at various rates, it was contended on behalf of the Government that 
such a historical approach was not possible. 
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Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Can you not show pounds and rupees separately? 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju : 1 am simply putting forward the view of the 
Government as to why (hey thought a historical approach was not possible. 
That was, as I said, the only formidable argument that could be brought 
to bear upon that question. Now considering the announcement made by 
Mr. Shah in the Congress memorandum referred to by Mr. Das, and con¬ 
sidering also that those periods were specific ^periods when exchange was 
at certain periods at Rs. 10 and at certain other periods at Us. 15, I 
thought it was quite possible, since those periods were specific, that we 
could approach that question from the historical point of view and thus 
be able to see how far we have incurred expenses on account of Burma 
and how much Burma is liable to pay under those conditions That was 
one question which this Assembly in giving a direction to the Standing 
Finance Committee Hindu consider. li‘ thev think that it is quite possible 
for a historical approach to be made notwithstanding that objection that 
the exchange situation lias complicated matters, 1 think a specific direction 
should be given to its representative to press that point before the impartial 
tribunal. 

The second question on which some difference of opinion was expressed 
by some Members who appended a note concerned the military charges. 
Sir, this particular paragraph on the military charges in the Standing 
Finance Committee’s Report runs as follows: 

“15. It is of course accepted (-hat Bui mu must bear the cost of any military' garri¬ 
son to be maintained in Burma and that this garrison mu't. bo maintained at *utfi- 
cient strength to provide for all the normal requirements of Burma. The Committee 
particularly having regard to the uncertainty' as to (he future constitutional position 
in the matter of the defence of India did not feel able to make any final recom¬ 
mendations on the wider issue as to whether beyond this Huima ought to contribute 
to the general cost of the Army to be maintained in lndiu. but it recognized that 
there might be grounds on which such a contribution might be demanded “ 

Sir, that was the recommendation of the Standing Finance Committee. 
In their minute of dissent some Honourable Members have expressed the 
view that a contribution should be levied from England and also that a 
portion of that contribution should be borne by Burma as the Army main¬ 
tained in Tndia is an Imperial Army. Sir. that possibility was not rxemded 
in the paragraph I refer to, but some explanation is necessary for me to 
explain the point. If there was any mistake in making any recommenda¬ 
tion on behalf of the Standing Finance Committee, I take the full 
responsibility because the original draft was in accordance with the minute, 
but I requested the Standing Finance Committee to consider it in its 
present form and it was approved namely, that a& the constitutional posi¬ 
tion of India is still uncertain, we do not know r what shape the future 
control of the English Army in India will lake Tf we were to fay that the 
Imperial Government should bear a portion of the cost, then it could 
reasonably be contended that the Imperial Government should have control 
over that expenditure and over that Army; but in view of the fact that it 
is our earnest desire that we should assume complete control over the 
military expenditure, and in view of the uncertainty of the future constitu¬ 
tion, we thought that question might not now be decided. Further, there 
was no question of India bearing any portion of Burma's share of the cost. 
It will be seen from the Howard-Nixon Memorandum, that Burma said 
that she would be satisfied with the cost of about Rs. 2 crores on the 
score of its defence, but, Sir, we have been spending several crores of 
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rupees on army purposes,—so at tho rate of 2 crores of rupees for Burma, 
the ordinary cost for the whole of India on account of the Army would be 

somethin!' him 17 crores of rupees only —a cost which was once considered 
to be adequate by Lord Bipon’s Government. But since we are spending 
so much money now, the question arisen whether all this expenditure on 
army purposes is being incurred for India’s sole benefit and sole interest. 
It is not so; and therefore the extra cost should either be chucked out and 
our cost should be reduced on the analogy of Burma, or, if it is to be 
carried as an Imperial charge here, then Homebody else must be got to 
pay for it; and therefore, Sir, in that light I request that the House may 
consider tins paragraph, and they will. 1 submit, find that all possible 
objections can be met by the wording of the paragraph itself. So far aa 
the Congress is concerned' it is not' my desire ’to go into this Congress 
memorandum at great length, becaune the whole question was reviewed 
here m the lioport of the Committee on financial obligations presented by 
the Congress, it t great length. The majority of that Committee were of 
the opinion that it is not Burma but England which has got to pay for all 
these things, because it is really for Imperial purposes that the whole cost 
arising on tlu <>J Uumim ha** b« on meurn d l consider that, 

having regard to the fact that Honourable gentlemen have not yet come 
forward with any definite* recommendation with regard to the specific 
point* raiM-d, there i*- .i giv.it [nr this debate to be ad|ouriied to 

the Simla Session to enable Honourable Members to have the specific 
points ^pivitioally raised before tin* House in the shape of specific motions, 
and then give directions on them. Otherwise it would be impracticable 
for any directions to be given now on all the five points together, because 
honest differences of opinion may be expected on some of these points. 
Therefore I submit that it desirable that wo should postpone the debate 
of this Hiibject till the Simla Session. 

Sir Abdur Rahim (Calcutta and Suburbs: Muhammadan Urban): Mr. 
President. 1 support tho motion of my Honourable friend, Mr. Mitra, that 
the consideration of this memorandum, which has been described as the 
Howard-Nixon Memorandum, should be postponed till the Simla Session. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member): May I 
remind the Honourable Member that tin* motion is not for consideration 
of the How urd-X.ixon Memorandum but for consideration of the Standing 
Finance Committee's Report on that Memorandum. 

Sir Abdur Rahim: If I am technically incorrect, I would ask that the 
consideration of the Report on that Memorandum should be postponed till 
tho Simla Session. Sir it seems somewhat difficult to realize the necessity 
for bringing forward this motion at this stage The separation of Burma 
admittedly has not yet been decided upon. There is to be an election, I 
understand, in Burma to which this specific question will bo referred; and 
it will greatly depend, if not entirely, upon the result of that election— 
that is. the broad and general issue as to whether Burma should or should 
not be separated from India will bo decided upon. That undoubtedly is the 
position now. On a previous occasion wp had made it absolutely clear 
12 v x that, so far ns the separation of Burma from India was concern- 
oox ’ ed, w*e should not stand in the way of Burma if she decided to 
separate. That in the position we have taken up and we adhere to it. We, 
Indians, do not desire the separation of Burma, but if she desires to 
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separate, we shall not stand in her way. If Burma desires separation, then 
the financial adjustments between two countries must be carried out on 
this principle that it must be fair and reasonable to both parties*. There 
is no question of generosity. We are not here to sacrifice the financial 
interests of India in order to help Burma to separate. 1 am not nure that 
the Honourable the Finance Member also will not agree with this proposi¬ 
tion. He is the custodian of the finances of the country, and 1 am sure 
he will be the firs*t person to see that adjustment between the two 
countries are made on a fair and impartial basis. We on this side of the 
House cannot agree to sacrifice the financial interests of India to help 
Burma to separate. 1 believe it in not the desire of Burma, nor does she 
expect, that we should make sacrifices in that direction. In tact, so far as 
the representatives of Burm i in ilus As*.*mb!\ arc coin erned th> \ -t e?u to 
be strongly opposed to separation, and we do not want to do anything in 
order to help the party which wants separation from India. But if separa¬ 
tion is to be made ultimately, that is. if Burma decades on separation she 
must agree to a fair adjustment of the financial questions that arise* We 
are not in a position to express ourselves on the five propositions which the 
Honourable the Finance Member has laid down for our consideration. It 
is evident that the question^ n\ol\ed aiv all exlitmeU eompln .1 !eti and 
difficult in character, and the Honourable flic Finance Member will him¬ 
self realise that it is not possible for this House now to formulate proposi¬ 
tions which will really help in arriving at a proper settlement even in a 
ver\ general \\<n We tull\ ivcogniM tb.it ■ Board ->t Aibitr.ilam hi-* to 
be ultimately appointed. But we cannot agree to the appointment of this 
Board before we have had opportunities of more fullv considering this 
matter. I should go further and say that no such Board should be appoint¬ 
ed until Burma h."s decided to separate Sir if the Hoard b»* .ippomted 
before the question of separation has finally been decided, it really 
amounts to this, that we should be either throwing away all that ’ as been 
done in the meantime, or we should be forcing the hands of Burma. 
Either of two alternatives this House cannot agree to. It in quite as well 
that the financial position has been examined by mv friend Mr Nixon and 
Sir Henry Howard, and we have got a valuable Report be!ore us We have, 
also the Report of the Standing Finance Committee This has given us 
certain facta and figures and we shall have to consider those facts, but if 
we are to go to arbitration now, that really means that we commit ourselves 
to whatever decisions the Board may arrive at. Surely if the Honourable 
the Finance Member does not want to commit us at this stage to tbo 
appointment of the Board and to a reference to this Board of the questions 
that have been raised in the Memorandum and in the Report of tbo 
Standing Finance Committee, there should be 110 difficulty in having the 
•eon **idi *vation nns1pnn**d 1 1 1 1 the Simla Session But we cannot on any 
account commit ourselves to referring very important financial questions* 
that would arise if Burma is separated to any tribunal Before the question 
of separation itself has been finally decided upon. Sir, the amount 
involved according to the estimate given us by the Finance Member is 
crores, but according to the Congress Report, at any rate according to 
the Report, of Mr. Shah which has been referred to bv rnv Honourable 
friend Mr. B. Das, it amounts to 100 crores. Surelv no decision should 
be taken even of a general character in the shape of directions or advice to 
anv tribunal on a matter of such importance and such magnitude without 
giving the House and the parties concerned proper and full opportunities 
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to consider the whole situation and all the issue* that are involved.. I may 
incidentally observe that my Honourable friend Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad has 
made some observations regarding free trade and the Ottawa Conference 
which the Leader of the House will attend a* one of the members and my 
Honourable friend Mr. B. Das has taken objection to wdiat he said I am 
sure what Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad said was merely his personal opinion and 
he did not want that his opinion should be accepted either a* the 
opinion of this party or of any sections of the House. As regards the 
.(IuM’mii in inn L h• IIiium*. I do Imp.- tli.it ni\ Honourable Iriend Sir 
George Schuster will have due regard to the position in which thi* House 
is placed, for instance there is not a single Member of the European 
Group present now, and yet questions involving crores and crores of rupees 
lire involved, and the same is the case with niarn Members on this side 
of the Houmt. Surely m a House like this, the Honourable the Finance 
Member will not trv to tie our hands m any wav or to commit us to any 
-ort of proposition whatever at tin* stage. 


Mr. N. M. Joshi (Nominated Non-Oflicial) Sir, 1 wish to sav onk a 
lew words ms regard* tin* proeedure to b«* adopted in settling this ques¬ 
tion 'I'lie question ot the pamtion oi Burma fhst eann up tor di*cus- 
s.mii n ‘he Wound T inl< Conlrrenc ■ and then fo»c ihat ipiestioii if it is to 
be filial! \ .settled h\ ati\ orgMliK.il : on or ail\ p.irtv must lie settled h\ the 
Bound Table (‘nnh’vmr 'Hie Prime Minister gave an assurance and a 
ijefmiti .e-lir.illi c. that the Wound Table <'«'ll ti l ellee would have Ml. oppor¬ 
tunity. ot dis.-listing tin question ot the scpar.it i n ot llurm t hefon* a final 
dirMon was taken on the whole ( oTKtitutional question. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav (Bmnhnv Central Division. Non-Muhammadan 
Wui.il/ I here is a .separate Wound fable Conference tor Burma now 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: 1 am quite aware that there a separate Wound 
Table Coiiteivnee tor Burma, but it tin separation oi Burma is to be 
given ettert to, liotii lnd<a and Burma have to be parties to the died ot 
separation. Th.it d< **d cannot he signed h\ Burma alone 1 tlierciore 

feel that ihe final ^ttliineiit ot this question li.ts to he armed at the 
Wound Table Coiileienci .uul 1 am quite pn. parol to admit m a Wound 
Table C*unle?vnee tomKiing <>j the representatives of India and the repre¬ 
sentatives of Burma Blit I fad to understand how the Government of 
India and the Government ol Burma come in in this affair. I thought, 
and the whole count r\ understood, that the constitutionnl question was 
going to be settled b\ the Wound Table Conference and not h\ tli.• C«ov- 
erutnent of India or tlu* Government ot Burma. 1 quite realise that this 
question of financial adjustment is a complex one and a difficult one: and 
the Wound Table* Conference will reqinre the assistance of an expert body 
in order that this question should be proper!\ discussed, decided and settled. 
But 1 feel that that expert assistance can be made available to file Wound 
Table Conference, and the two sides of that Conference, with tile help 
of the experts which tliev may possess, will come to a decision, and if 
tliev fail lo conic* to a decision, then T admit tlu* oueMion will have to be 
decided b\ arbitrators. But as regards the arbitrators themselves. I agree 
with mv Honourable friend the Leader of the Independent Party, that that* 
arbitration should take place* after it k decided t l *at Burma should be 
separated Otherwise, in my view there is a rrreat danger and that danger 
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is this: who is to appoint the arbitrators? I heard some Members say 
the {Secretary of State lor India will appoint the Board of arbitrators. Now, 
I feel that the Secretary ot State lor India, as well as the British Gov¬ 
ernment, is interested in the question ol‘ separation. The question of 
separation has been forced upon the Round Table Conference primarily by 
the British Government. When they found that India had to be given 
self-government, they decided in their minds to create some 

difficulties for Indians before they got seli-go\ eminent. They 
decided that, before we got self-government We must accept the 
control of tla* Indian Primes Secondly, they decided that if we 
are to get- self-government at all, we must at least part with 

Burma Therefore tin* British (iovermneut, as represented by the Secre¬ 
tary ot State, is interested m tins question It he is interested in that 
question and it he is to appoint arbitrators, the decision of the arbitrators 
is not likely to he approxed of by the British Indians and by the whole 
of India [Opposition ennt of “Hear, hear “) We want the arbitrators to 
he appointed by an impartial bnd\, a body which is not interested either 
in the separation or in keeping Burma and India together It is then 
only that the arbitration will he accepted In India, and I max say. e\en 
by Burma I therefore feel that this question of procedure is a \er\ 

impoitnnt one. and I would like the Honourable the Finance M< mher to tell 
me how the Government of India come in in this affair. The Government 
of India did not take part in the Bound Table Conference; the Govern¬ 
ment of Burma did not take part in the Bound Table Conference; this 

question is a question before the Round Table Conference and 1 want to 
know’ from the Honourable the Finance Member how the Government of 
India came in. Hven accepting lor a moment that the arbitrators will 
be appointed by an impartial body' and the case of India and the '**isc cf 
Burma will have to he put before the Board of arbitrators by some people. 

I claim that it U not the Government of India and it is 

not the Government of Burma who are to place the* case lx fore the 

arbitrators of India and of Burma respectivelv It is ilvit sec¬ 

tion of the Bound Table Conference which represents India and 
that other section of the Bound Table Conference which represents Burma 
which should put the case before the Board of arbitrators. I am quite 
aware of the fact that the Bound Table Conference does not consist of 

financial experts But the Bound Table Conference will have the assist¬ 

ance of such experts. They have on their own body some financial 
experts; on the staff of the Conference there arc financial experts; and, 
if even they are not enough, these sections of the Bound Table Conference 
can appoint committees of financial experts, who will help them to place 
their respective cases before the Board of arbitrators. I fool that this 
financial adjustment is not going to affect the present Government of India 
as it is, and the present Government of Burma as it is; hut the financial 
adjustment is going to affect the future Government of India and the future 
Government of Burma; and what position has the present Government 
of India to represent the future Government of India? And what position 
has the present Government of Burma to represent the future Government 
of Burma? It has been admitted bv every bod v, including the British 
Government, that the future Government of India is going to be decided 
by the general Round Table Conference, and T therefore feel that the only 
party competent to place the case of the future Government of India and 
the future Government of Burma before the Board of arbitration is the 
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Bound Table Conference or any of its Committeea-^the Federal Structure 
Committee or even the Consultative Committee—with the experts which 
they can command, and not the Government of India or the Government 
of Burma. 

I do not wish to touch upon the question of the debts and currencies 
and other matters. 1 would only say just a word or two oh that point and 
it is this. On the whole it is much better both for Burma and for India 
if we can, in a joint conference, accept some simple principle on which 
we can muke a division of our debts and can arrange other financial 
matters, instead of going into the correct historical past of the two coun¬ 
tries. I am quite aware there is a feeling that Burma should pay for the 
Burmese wars. I was very glad to hear from my Honourable friend, 
Mr. Baju, that there is not much justice in that. If anybody is to pay 
for the Burmese war, it is Great Britain, and neither India nor Burma; 
and as a Burmese friend reminded me a very short time ago, Burma will 
be morally right if she claims some compensation from India when India 
claims that Burma should pay for the Burmese wars. The Burmese were 
enslaved by the help of Indians with the help of Indian money, and the 
Burmese will be entitled to claim compensation. I therefore feel that no 
useful purpose will be served by going into the historical events to settle 
the question of the adjustment ot debts between Burma and India. Let 
us adopt some simple principle which will be acceptable to both, and the 
question will be decided very easily. Mr. President, 1 have done. 

Mr* O. 8. Ranga Iyer (Kohilkund and Eumaon Divisions; Non-Muham¬ 
madan Bural): Sir, it is not necessary to make a very long speech on this 
occasion, but it is very necessary to indicate the complications that are 
involved in this issue. The question of financial adjustment between India 
and Burma of the future is a very important question, both from the 
Indian und the Burman financial point of view. It ranges over a wide 
field such as currency arrangements in the case of Burma, retaining the 
course of Indian currency arrangements in the event of Burma introducing 
u separate currency system. Then there is the debt question, the amount 
of the debt, the allocation of portions of the debt against productive or 
commercialised assets, apportionment of certain specific assets and liabi¬ 
lities on territorial grounds, the apportionment of the unallocated debt, 
the ascertainment of the rate or rates of interest payable on the portion 
of the debt assigned to Burma, the settlement of the form which Burma's 
share of the debt should take under the terms of repayment. Then, Sir, 
there is the question of the pensions. We have the observations on these 
matters both of Mr. Nixon and Sir Hcnrv Howard, also the opinion of the 
dissentients in the Standing Finance Committee. Again, Sir, there is 
the question of reparation and of defence and the general financial results 
so far as India is concerned on the defence settlement, for it is an obvious 
fact that India has been paying for the defence of Burma. It is a very 
old question, and there are references to it even in Mr. Montagu's diary 
and in the earlier debates of the old Imperial Legislative Council, when 
you*, Sir, the late Mr. Gokhale and others used to take part in the dis¬ 
cussions. The Congress has already expressed its opinion in voluminous 
documents regarding the historical aspect which Mr. Munshi ought to 
have taken notice of before he described Mr. Nixon as asking for a pound 
of flesh without a drop of blood, for the historical aspect, I am certain, 
du^jiot appeal to Mr. Nixon, though the historical aspect involves some¬ 
thin to the extent of 90 crores of rupees, as revealed in the Appendix to 
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the fin ancial Report of the Simon Commission, in which the following 
passage occurs: 

“On the question of the debt there has been much discussion. . . .From the time 
of the conquest of Burma onwards that the cost of these wars is debited to Burma 
she practically throughout her association with India been a deficit province and 

these deficits acc umul ated.and at compound interest the amount is now 

90 crores.” 

I do not want to read much from that document. I only mention 
these facts, because these facts have got to be carefully gone into. The 
Government of India in their despatch, relevant passages from which are 
quoted both in the Memorandum of the Nixon Report and also in ihe 
discussions by way of footnote to the Round Table Conference, had stated: 
“We believe that a Committee of the Privy Council would be the sort of 
tribunal most likely to satisfy Indian opinion”. Sir, a Committee has 
got to be appointed, and the very fact that they want to appoint a Com¬ 
mittee of the Privy Council shows that they are inclined to the Opposition 
view that the Committee has got to be impartial. The opinion on this 
side is that it would be good to refer the matter to the League of Nations 
and an impartial tribunal appointed by the League of Nations. There 
are difficulties in this matter, and I for my part have no definite opinion 
as to whether it should be left to the League of Nations or to the Privy 
Council Committee, for the very' simple reason that both Burma and 
India are not going out of the British Empire, and therefore they should 
be able to find an impartial tribunal from within the British 
Empire itself. (Hear, hfcar.) At the same time, every attempt should 
be made to see that the Commission is impartial. The Finance Member 
has sa^d that the members of the Standing Finance Committee would be 
associated in this matter, and I would strongly suggest to the Finance 
Member to take Members of the Opposition Benches, who are in the 
Standing Finance Committee. I am not particular either about support¬ 
ing the motion for postponement or for that matter opposing it; but 
what we are really concerned with is this, that Indian interests must be 
protected now that Burma is cutting the painter so to say so far as India 
is concerned. The moment Burma cuts the painter, it becomes necessary 
for the Government of India to see to it that Indian interests are adequately 
protected. Mr. Nixon has been a moderate in that reBpect, and in my 
own opinion Sir Henry Howard has been something in the nature of an 
extreme advocate of Burmese claims. With these observations, I resume 
my seat. 

Mr. B. V, Jadhav: Sir, the present motion before the House is to 
consider the Report of the Standing Finance Committee on the Howard- 
Nixon Report, and this side of the House desires that the consideration, 
of the whole question should be postponed till the next session. But the 
argument advanced by the Honourable the Finance Member yesterday 
was that this House ought to consider this question now because there is 
no knowing when the Government of Burma might force the hands of the 
Government of India and ask them to decide what precise amount was to 
be paid by Burma to India in the event of separation. For that purpose 
the appointment of an impartial tribunal will be necessary, and the delibe¬ 
rations of the tribunal will take some time, and as the Government of 
Burma may desire that the deoision should be put before their elections 
Jake place and as the figure of the debt of India due by Burma will be Otoe 
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of the arguments for or against separation that figure should he made 
known. That is, as I understand the position, the argument of the Finance 
Member. I may point out, Sir, that this argument does not appeal to me. 
If Burma wants separation from India, it ought to be on the ground whether 
the connection of Burma with India is advantageous to her or not. If it 
is not advantageous to her, and if Burma expects that she can advance her 
interests adequately and more favourably by separation, then of course Bbe 
has the right to separate from India. But if the Burmese people find that 
their future advancement will lie with the advancement of India, they will 
be perfectly justified in deciding that Burma should remain with India. 
The question of how many crores of rupees should bo paid by Burma to 
India does not come in at ah* Is it the argument of the Finance Member, 
or for that matter of the Government of Burma, that the question of the 
separation of Burma from India is to be decided by the amount of the 
debt? If it is a bigger debt, then Burma will not like to pay that big 
amount and would like to remain with India, and if it is a smaller amount, 
is that to be an inducement for Burma to go out of the Indian Empire? 
I do not think that the Government of Burma will be justified in forcing 
the hands of the Government of India in asking them to decide this question 
this summer, and for that, reason T claim that the consideration of tills 
question ought to be postponed till the next session. There is no hurry 
about it. Let the Burmese people decide whether they would like to re¬ 
main within the Indian Empire or to go out of the Indian Empire, and 
then there will be time enough, before the actual separation takes place, 
to decide what amount is due bv one side or the other. I have to say that 
the connection of Burma with Tndia was not of India's own choosing. 
India wa 8 under a perpetual tutelage of the British people, and I do not 
know how long that tutelage is going to continue. We have been put 
under guardians, and our guardians chose that a foreign member should 
bo introduced into the family. Burma was given in adoption to Tndia 
against her will, and for that purpose a huge amount of debt was incurred 
and India was saddled with that debt as if the whole estate was managed 
for the advantage of India. Burma now wants to go out, or it has been 
shown that- Burma wants to separate, and T think it is the desire of the 
guardians of both the countries that thev should now separate. But on 
what, terms? Burma has not become a major. Burma was once a major, 
but in order to bring her under the guardianship of the British Government 
her ruler was taken a prisoner and brought to Batnagiri. In that way 
Burma was reduced to the position of a ward and was taken under guardian¬ 
ship. Now, this farce of joining Burma to Tndia and separating Burma 
from Tndia is to be carried on. not in the interests of India, nor in the 
interests of Burma, but perhaps in the interests of Great Britain, the 
trustee, the guardian. I for mv part- am not satisfied with the whole 
procedure that is being carried on in the special Burma Bound Table 
Conference, and now in the Boward-Nixon conversations, and the future 
tribunal that is going to be appointed. T want to press again that the 
whoh thin?, the settlement of the financial questions, ought to ho post¬ 
poned till the question of separation of Burma is decided bv an indepen¬ 
dent vote of the Burmese themselves. Tndia never wanted Burma and 
would not like to keep her against her will within the Indian Empire, 
but if Burma wants to go out, she ought to be free to go out and seek 
her own destinv. I think that the consideration of this question ought 
to he postponed tffl the next session, and as I see it, there fa no Kurrjr 
to decide it now. 
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JLn Honourable Member: Let the question be now put. 

(At this stage Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi rose in bis seat.) 

Iffr. President: You have already spoken. 

Hr* JebfcAgix $• Munshi: 1 spoke only on the amendment* Sir. 

Mr. President: The whole question was before the House. Sir George 

Schuster. 

The Monourajde Sir George Scire ter; While it is still fresh in my 
mind, I should like to reply to my Honourable friend from Bombay who 
has just spoken. He referred several times to “ray arguments”. Accord¬ 
ing to him I was responsible for certain arguments for pressing the ,consi¬ 
deration of this business at the present stage. I would remind him that I 
tried yesterday to explain the position very clearly to the House. And the 
position is this. Wc understand from the results of the Bound Table 
Conference and from the statement made by the Prime Minister in his 
speech winding up the Burma Bound Tabic Conference that- the general 
view accepted then was that, before the public of Burma were asked to 
decide on the issue of separation, thov should have the financial issues put 
before them. That is the position with which we are confronted. It is 
not our decision, and it is not my argument That being the position, we 
felt that it was right, and in fact it was our duty to put t>u* matter before 
the House in the course of the present session because, as a result of the 
procedure which apparently is going to be adopted, if, may be necessary 
tc advance the consideration of this question in the course of the next 
Bummer months. 

Xi. B. V. Jadhav: May T know whether it is n reasonable one? 

The Honourable Sit-George Schuster: 1 am only putting this to my 
Honourable friend because it is important in discussing the whole matter 
in this House to remember that this is not our argument, it is not our 
position, and we are not really in a position to decide on this question. It 
is a question with which the Bound Table Conference has been seized and 
on which the Bound Table Conference has decided thut a certain Kne 
should be adopted. I shall come back to that point again, but I wish to 
correct mv Honourable friend’s apparent misunderstanding of what the 
position ia. 

• On the question of the whole debate, I think on the whole we may 
congratulate ourselves on the debate having served a very useful purpose. 
The .House in arguing for the postponement of any discussion has in (fust 
managed to have quite a useful discussion on the main issue, and I feel 
from* the speeches that I have heard that there is a good deal to be got 
•and that it will be useful to us to have those speeches on record. But 
I am m some difficulty in understanding precisely what the general opinion 
.of the House on this matter is. I think it may be definitely said that, m 
far as any one has spoken on this matter, no one is really opposed to the 
principle of referring these issues to arbitration 
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Sir Abdur Rahim: But not now. 

4 The VonawaUe Sir Ckorge Schuster: I am coming to that point 
afterwards. The principle of decision by a Board of Arbitrators can, I 
think, be taken to be generally accepted. My Honourable friend Mr. 

B. Daa has made a suggestion as to bow those arbitrators sliould be 
appointed, and 1 confess that I was very glad to hear what fell from the 
Leader of the Nationalist Party on that question. This is really an 
Empire question and it is an amazing suggestion of my Honourable^ 
friend that it is necessary to go outside the Empire in order to get ari 
impartial tribunal for deciding a question of this kind. 

Another point on which I tried to get some guidance was whether 
the House was satisfied with the proposal that the Standing Finance Com¬ 
mittee should be associated with the arguing of the case before the Board 
pf Arbitration. Honourable Members were on the whole very silent on 
that point. Judging from what was said by certain members of the 
Standing Finance Committee itself, I gained the impression that they 
were not very favourably disposed to that proposal because they were 
SO very anxious to disclaim any right to describe themselves as financial 
experts. They have even written of themselves in same apologetic tone 
in their owm Report. I must say, having heard the speeches that they 
made to-day, I was left in some doubt as to whether they felt themselves 
qualified to represent tlie case before the arbitral tribunal. Nevertheless, 
that is tlie recommendation of the Round Table Conference, and in the * 
absence of any definite decision to change that, that recommendation 
will be carried out. But I have heard in addition to that, the suggestion, 
that other representatives might also be associated with the arguing of 
the oase. That is a point which tlie Government of India could certainly 
take up and represent to His Majesty’s Government. 

Then finally,—for I leave aside the actual discussion of the issues 
involved, because for one thing I do not want to enter into anv further 
argument on these, and for another T would remind the House that the 
essence of the case is that those issues should he submitted to arbitra¬ 
tion—finally I come to the main point asking for delay. I would ask 
the House what precisely they expect to gain \y? delav. Certain suggestions 
have indeed been made as to what should be done, but I would remind the 
House that there has already been a considerable amount of time spent 
over considering this matter. The financial experts’ Report w*as actually 
put hofore the Standing Finance Committee last September. The Stand¬ 
ing Finance Committee did not wish to discuss it then; they wished to 
have time to gtudv it, and since then I have certainly done im best to 
secure a proper discussion of that Report. I meution that fact not in 
anv w r ay to criticise what has been done or to criticise the delay, nor 
indeed ns suggesting that w*e are not willing to listen to the demand 
which has been made for further time for consideration, but I would 
ask Honourable Members to appreciate the practical difficulties. Here 
we have got a Committee of this Assembly, which is peculiarly qualified 
to study financial questions. It is elected for that purpose, and that 
Committee has had this Report before it for considerably over six months. 
There has been ample time to study it. and it is a criticism that could 
fayg made of our procedure from outside that it is not reasonable for us to 
be asking for, further time when w r a have already had so much time to 
consider the natter. Therefore I want to put this to the House, that 
iq asking for further time they ought to be very clear in their minds what 
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precisely they propose Bhould be done, and whether we really can advance 
this matter any further at the present stage, always having in mind 
that the procedure which is proposed is that the issues should be decided 
bv a Board of Arbitration, and that all that is necessary is to prepare a 
brief for those who are going to argue India’s case before the Board of 
Arbitration. As regards that, although as I have said I do not wish 
to go into the purely technical issues, 1 can say this, that having heard 
the line that some Members would like to take, we will certainly take 
account of that line on such a question as to whether India’s claim 
as regards the debt is to bo assessed by the historical method or not. 
I told the House yesterday that that point having been raised and 
certain opinions having been expressed in favour of that method of 
approach, we should certainly give it further consideration and the Gov¬ 
ernment representatives, if Government is represented before the tribunal, 
will further discuss that matter with the representatives of the Standing 
Finance Committee. 

Now, Sir, perhaps the most useful way of concluding what 1 have to 
say now would be to take the speech of my Honourable friend the Leader 
of the Independent Party, who took a very definite line on the whole 
question. I should like to take the points that he made. In the first 
place he said that the adjustment must be fair; that we cannot afford 
to be generous, nor should we make separation unduly attractive to 
Burma by making the financial settlement a generous settlement, a 
settlement which went further than it ought to go on the strict merits 
of the case. I entirely -agree with everv word that, fell from my Honour¬ 
able friend. T will only add this.—picking up what T said myself in my 
speech yesterday—that if separation is a settled issue, if the public of 
Burma has decided in favour of separation,—and mv Honourable friend 
agrees that if thev do so decide India should not stand in their wav,— 
then w r e shall have to consider not onlv the mere financial issues, but 
we shall have to take account of the future relations between the two 
countries, and, taking that into account. I think it is important, that the 
financial adjustment shoifid be made in a reasonable wav. in a wav 
which is likelv to lead to amicable relations in future. I think that all 
that I have said on this matter is included in my Honourable friend’s 
own description that the settlement must be fair. 

Then, Sir, my Honourable friend further went on to sav that be was 
not in a position to express himself, nor were his party in a position to 
express their view's on the five propositions which I laid dowrn. T would 
remind him that I laid dowm no propositions. T merely called the 
attention of the House to what were the main issues in this whole question. 

Sir Abdur Rahim: Propositions laid down for consideration. That is 
all I said. 

Hie Honourable Sir George Schuster! T apologise. I understood mv 
Honourable friend said that, I had laid dow’n certain propositions, and 
I do want to remind the House that, so far, we. the Government of 
Tndia. have accepted no particular line in dealing with these issues. We 
have before ns the Howard-Nixon Report, and we have before us the 
Report of the Standing Finance Committee, which—and I would remind 
my Honourable friend Mr. Ranga Iyer of this,—which, not only in ite 
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dissentient minute, but in the body o£ the Beport, differs in some very 
considerable respects from the suggestions made by Mr. Nixon in his 
Memorandum. We have these betore us, and we think that it is on the 
basis of these propositions that we can argue our case betore the arbitral 
tribunal. In this connection 1 would draw the attention of the House 
to what the Standing finance Committee themselves said on this matter,-- 
and this is a Committee of the House which presumably the House is 
prepared to support: 

"The Committee has felt some difficulty in performing the task allotted to It 
owing to the highly technical nature of many of the issue* which are involved. For 
this reason and also because it has had no opportunity of hearing arguments on the 
other side, it has been reluctant to express final views. Moreover, it strongly supports 
the view expressed by the Government of India in their despatch on Constitutional 
Reforms of September 20, 1929, that the main issues should be submitted to an Arbi¬ 
tral Tribunal. 

i t 

The Committee wishes its expressions in this report to be interpreted in the light 
of the foregoing observations. Such expressions must be regarded essentially as advice to 
the Government of India as to the manner in which the case should be argued from 
the Indian aide, and not necessarily as indicating that this Committee would not 
consider acceptable any other solutions thau those which it has indicated." 

That, Sir, 1 submit, is as fur as auy one can go at the present stage, 
and 'after that, if we are going to submit to an arbitral tribunal, the 
actual decision will rest in their hands, not in the hands of the two 
parties to the arbitration. 

Then, Sir, my Honourable friend further went on to say that ha 
accepted the principle of the Board of Arbitration but he could not agree 
to the appointment of the Board before his party and the House generally 
have had a further opportunity of considering the matter, and further 
he argued that the Board should not be appointed until the actual issue 
of separation has been decided by Burma. Now, Sir, on that point I 
take note, and the Government will take note, of the position adopted 
by my Honourable friend, but I would remind him, as 1 have already 
reminded the House, that the power to deci<W this point os to when 
the arbitration is to take place does not rest with this House and it 
does not rest with the Government of India. We can represent the views 
expressed by this House to His Majesty’s Government at home and that 
we shall certainly do; but we cannot decide here whether arbitration 
is to be postponed or not. 

That really brings me to the point which will arise when wo have to 
consider what action is to bo taken on this motion. This House of course 
can perfectly well decide to postpone discussion of this motion, but I must 
put it to the House tlwit it is not in their power to decide whether 
arbitration is to be postponed or not. We washed in bringing this motion 
before the House to ascertain the view’s of the House and certainly not 
to out-vote the House on the matter, and if the House wishes to postpone 
the discussion, we on this side will certainly not stand in their way. 
But we cannot go further—and I should be misleading the House if I aaid 
more than this—W’e cannot go further than undertake to represent to 
His Majesty’s Government the view’s that have been expressed today. 
I can assure the House that w f e shall do that, and that w r e shall take 
note of all the other suggestions that have been made; and I hope if the 
arbitration does proceed, and if the Government of India arc led to argue 
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the case, that wc -shall be able to do it in a way, and to gather to ourselves 
assistance o‘f a nature, which will satisfy the House that we have snude 
the best effort that was possible to present the case aftd to secure a 
fair decision. (Loud Applause.) 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That the consideration of the motion be postponed till the next Simla Session.’* 
The motion was adopted. 

The Assembly then adjourned nine dir. 
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